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FOREWORD

1LY
Tmis study wes written by Dre Harry L. Coles, Ohio State Tniversity,
for the USAF Historical Division, Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base,
Alabamae

Iike other Historical Division siudies, this history-is sabject Lo
revision, and additional information or suggested corractions will be
woleomed,
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® PR aiamnd

ALl

Tt is tho purpese of this study to examine the role of the air forces
in the main amphibious landings in Vorld Jar IZ. It is an operational
study and deals only incidentally with administrabive and logistical matlers.
The ajm is to exsmine whot the air foarces actually did and to interpred
the meaning of exporiences in the various theaters of operations.

The subject neturally divides itself into two broad phases: the
Furopean and the Pacific. In the huropean theater lendings were made
preliminary to & prolonged carpaign on a large land mass. The land
aress seized had strabegic and political imporbance inm and of ‘themselves.
There is & ccnbinuity in the Buropesn story which I have tried to devaloDe
Tn +the Pacific theater landings were of the islend-hopping veriety. Beses
were seized not for their intrinsic imporiznce but as stepping stenes to
fortker oporaiionse wven in the Scuthwest Pacific, which in some respects
resembled the Furopeen thezter, tho arces seized, though part of a lond
mass, were gencrally surrounded by impassable jungle which restricted the
area of manouver and mads the occupying forces dependent upon long over—
water lires of communicetion. 2ach of the Pacific thezbers, it s:xms to
re, had problems and patburns of operations peculiar to its loczle. 1
have therefcre tried to bring cub the peculiarities and the lesscns to

be learned from each of the theaters.
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271596, Chap. I

an amphibious invasion of great magnitude conducted with modern weapons
was ‘the British landing in Callipeli during Vorld War I.

Tt was Gallipoli, that supposedly relegated amphilbious landings o
the ash heap of outmodcd tactitcss That i1ll~fated venture was conceived
in 1915 by ‘dnston Churehill, First Lord of the Admiralty, as a scheme
to drive Turkey ocub of the war. It was a "combined" operation in that
both British anmd French troops were involved. About half a million men
were Landed in various assaults on the Gallipoll Pemdinula. Largely
because of inept md indecisive command, plus poor planning and prepara=-
tion, the enterprise turned ocut to be a dismal failure with nearly
250,000 casualties. It was to a considerable extent the influence of
this "horrible example’ that cansed military minds to regard amphibious
londings as hazardous and visionary. Bulb there wers other reasons as
wells The technological advances of the late ninobeenth and early twenbi-
eth cenburies scemed to favor the defender at the expense of the imvader,
1ith off=shore mines, torpedoes, the incressed fire power of land based
weapons, @nd above 2ll the itereased speed and offensive power of the air—
plane, such landings were rcgarded, in the words of Liddell Hart, as
Talnost impossible.”

Apparently the skepbties failed to realize, as one historian has sald,
that "one man's poison may be anobher mants meoabt." They 4id not comprehend
that weapons ordinarily thought of as primarily defensive might be turned
to offensive use. They failed to realize that the submarine and the air-
Piane, which presumably had doomed amphibious invasions to fallure, could
be massed under and over an invasion flect to protect it from the eneny

and to 2id in the manuever of ships and the advance of troops on the shore.
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AES~96, Chap. I " ?

was eovered in a mer: [ive pages. That the Marines were nobt alcne in

their concern was brought out by the fach that in Jenvary 1933 the
Joint Board of the irmy and Havy, o forerunner of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, iuvsued a publicabion enbitlcd, Joint Overssas Expeditionc.

This documenb, though incorporating many definiticns and solutions that
loter beeame standard, was genersl and brief. It remained to work out

the details. Using the Joint Board pamphlet as a point of departure the
staff of the Marine Corps School at Guantico began in Hovember 1933 the
preparation of a mormel on landing operaticns. The result was the publica-

tion in 193k of the Tentative Mamal for Landineg Operations. This manual

became the basis for all thecretical instruction in amphibions warfare
in the Marine Corps Schools and served as a guide book for the landing
exercises conduched annually by the Wavy from 1935 through 1941, It was

slopted with revisions by the Wavy in 1938 undcr the title Fleet Training
Publication 167.

leanwhile the Army started work on a similar publicabicn and in
Yovasber 1S40 the Command and General Sbafl School at Fort leavernworth
izsued "landing Operations on Hostile Shores." This draft was issued as
Field Mapual 31~5 on 2 June 1941, FIR1-5 and FTP 167 followed the same
general arrangerient and uscd the same illustrations and sketches. Though
there is no need here to moke a debailed examinabicn of these early
publications, some of the basic principles seb forth are of intercst. In
rezard to cormand, FII 31-5 stabed that "eoordination of cperations of
Army and Havy forces is by mmbual cooperaticn or by exercise of unity of
commands?  Throughovt the early documents thers runs the assumption

that air pover is a mere adjunct of naval or land power. Although the

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958
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AE5~96, Chape T T 7

& 8
. 0. S, &3r Force had long strugzled for these principles bubt it was
the 14ddle Tash and Nerth African experiences that made the revolubion

a reality. On 21 July 1943 F1f 100-20, Command and Tmploynent of Ajr

Power was issued. This document set forth the basic principles that were
henceforth o guide all air force opsrabions in amphibious landings or
otherwise.

The new regulation stated that land power cnd alr power are co-

equel and intordependent Lorces, neither of which is suberdinate to the

other. In order bo exploit flexibility, air power's greatest assel,
control mist be centralized and comriend rmmust be excrcised through the air
force commander in a theater of operations. FHenceforth the missions of a
tactical air force would be in the Lfollowing order of priority: 1) to gain
the necessary degree of alr superiority; 2) to prevent the movement of
hostile troops and suprlies into the theater of operations or within the
theater (isolation of the battlefield); and to participste in a cosbined
effort of asr armd ground forces to gain objectives on the immediate fromt
of the ground forces (direct support).

Strongely enough, a1l the landings down to tho invasion of the
Fhilippines had been carried ouh before these principles were formally
engrafted inbo erphibicus doctrine. The old manual of 2 June 1941 was
not superseded until Hoverber 194l when an entirely new version of Landing

Operabions on Hostile Shores was issued. The new memual stated that an

amphibious operaticn was a joint undertaking in which the Army and Havy
units act together as a single force, usuelly under a designated Joint
conmandare This joint commonder exercises his awthority through three

. ceparate comanders of the ground, naval end air forces. He does not

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958
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A¥3=96, Chap. I S - 8

SR ottt o

cormand any forece directly unless speci.t‘icy-’ authorized by higher
subiority fo do so. fhe principles of enployment of air power were
essentially the same as those in B 100-20,

So far as the role of the air forecs in arphibiovs opersiions is
conecrned it is cbviovs from this brief sketeh that operations shaped
docirine rather then dectrine sheping operations. The lessons of the

wer were harmered out on the anvil of experience.

"~ THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Chapler IIL

SCRTH AFRICA: THO GRUAT Ga'BLE

The first large scale Allied amphibious operabtion in VWorld war LI
wog the invasion of North Africa. Besides being the "first® the Horth
Mrican operation has several other distinetions: i1t was the riskiest
of 211 large scale Allied undertakings both from the point of wview of
military and political considerations; it was mounted in a spirit of Laste
and improvisationy and it was viewed with considerable skopticism and
distrust by the irericon military comranders.

In the last respect the Horth African invasion was unique for on no
other occasion did the Oommandcr in Chief overrvle his military advisers
on a major issue of strategy. In their grand strategy the Amerizan Joind
Chiefs of Staff beld firmly two major premiscs. The first of these s
that the combinabion of totalitarian states must be annihilsted by striking
the strong Zuropean froant first ard theon dealing with the Pacific forces.
The second mejor premise was that Cermany could be most expeditrously
elinincted by a direet blow--a cross~chanmel invasion. On the first major
primise there was never any sericus disagreoment betwe-n the United States
and Creat Britein. On the sccond there was considorable disagresrents. For
many reasons the British favorcd a poliey of encirclement as orpos 4 to the
direet blows Thoy 4id not want to sco Russia in contral Awrope after the
wors they did not swish to risk failure by z prerabure meunting of a cross=
choemel invasien; and thoy roesiled vith hoxror at the thoupht of = prolonged
blocd-lebbing such as thoy wilbnoised durins Jorld “ar Ii.

It was the deberioration of the strabogle sliwation in the spring of

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958
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*

He Doolittle, was to have its heaur at Oran. The .asbern Air
Gormand was to be responsible for fighter defense in the flgiers arez
while the western Alr Command, or Twelfth JAir Force, was to furnish fighber
defense in the Casablanca and Oran areas. The actual asszulis wers to be
supported in the first instance by carrier based planes under orders of the
naval task force commanders. Afber the capture of airdrouss, the Fastern
Air Command, Twelfth Air Force (and its XIT Alr Support Com-and) wore to
relieve the naval aviation, a8 far as possible, and continne air suppord
a5 directed by the respective task force commanders. The air plan contemplated
coordination, nobt inbograbion of the two alr forces. The dovdlopment of
air units to achisve any rarticular slrabegic purpose after tho initial phase
of the operation would be debermined by CGensral Eisenhouor as Commonder-ine
Chicof, Allied Force.

The Twelfth 4ir Force was provided with o strength almest three tires
as lirge as the Sashorn Air Comands. I had over 1,200 airerft with which
Mlied Force Headquarters (& HD) hoped to mect enemy air reacticn on a
strength besis of two bo oncs The air plan emphasized the vital nued for
maxirvy air straugth at the ovbset in order to ercede among tho French the

impressicn of force majevre in tho face of which they covld honorsbly luy

dovm their a:l:’ms.T

Turing the asssulb phese of TCUACH, Gencrel Doolibtle, Comendcr of the
Tvelfth Ade roree, was to remain wilh Gerorzl Piserhower at e cormand
vost on Gibraltar vhile the air foree units ab Cran foncticned uwder
Colenel Lauris Norsted, A=3 of the Twelfth Alr Force, and the ZIT Air Sugrort
Corzrnd operated at Casablencs under Drip. Cena Jdohn K. Comnone Zoth the

subardinate capwnders would be divectly responsible to the ground comenders
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the Cran area called for the dropping of parachubists by the 60th Troop
Carrier Group at the two moet importmt sirdrowes in the vieinity, Tafaracui
snd Iz Senia. 7The paratroopers wore to destroy eremy aireraft at la Senls
and ‘o hold the paved runwzsy ab Tafaraoui until relieved by trocps landing
to tho east and west of the ciby. &fber Tafaraowi hed been secured, Spit~
fires of the 3lst Group (U3), waibing ab Gibralter, were to fly in to furnish
support against the Frenche Adr force troops arriving on Deday and sube
scguent convoys had the mission of premaring for the resepbtion of additlional
unils flying in from ingland ard Gjbral’r,ar.ll
Casablanca

Strategieally spealkirg, the main object of the western landings was
to make secure a line of communication to Allied troops in Tunisiz. As
defined by the TOACH cutline plan the Western Task Force!s mission included
the cccupation of the port and airdromes at Casablanca, the esteblishment
and maintenance of comrmmications wibh Oran, end the build up of land, air
and sbriking foress for possible use against Spanish Moroeco. The plans
called for throe swrprise lendings and the securing by the end of D-day of
at least ope airdroue for land based sirveralfi. The Western Navel Task Force,
or Tesk Foreo 3l, under command of bear Admival Benry K. Hewitt, USH, included
three batbleships, seven cruisers, and msny desbroyers, oilers and minelaycrs.
This £loot was to land 37,000 grovnd snd air force troops under commind of
Ta.je Cen. Ceorge S. Pat‘bcn.lg

Under lNaj. Cene To Heo Harmon the sub-task foree BLACESTCHE wag to
land at Safi, capture the port and operate against Uasablanca from the
south, The main ssssult was to be 2t Fedhala, and the sub=task force
ERUSHVCUD, under kaje Gone Jenathan V. fnderson, tho cormanded aboubt 20,000

men, was to press sonbhword btoward Casablauca.
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the wrotection of the convoys ang pdrt o gund troops lay with
the Fleet Alr Army uniil airfields were gsecured and the air groups
could fly in fron G:I.‘:)ratl'bar.;20

The Center Tagk Force left England on 25 October and passed through
The Streits of Gibraltar on & November. The military establishment at
Oran was alerted on the morming of the 7th by aerial recomnalssance, bub
the alert was abandoned as the convoys passed eagbward. The invasion
fleet was evidently mistaken for another attermt to provision lalta.
During the moonless night of the 7th, the Center Task Farce slipped back
and took its position. Fwhour was 0100,

In the center there was disaster. The plan to seize the harbor
installations of Oran by anti-sabotzge troops was a complete failure.
The Walney and the Hartland were hit by fire from French ships in the
harbor and both vessels blew up. Most of the men were lost .21

To the west of Oran, the 26th Regimental Combat Team lended unopposed
at Les Andalouses. The advance to Oran was delayed by enemy artillery,
bub by mid-morning the western column of Combat Command B took the airfield
at Louwrmel. OUn the eastsrn flank Lhe lzndings were made at Arzeu, and
that oubpost fell to the First Infantry Division by 0745. The eastern
column of Combat Command B ook Tafaracui airfield by noon of D-dzy.

The Twelfth Alr Force now received its oue to enter on the stage.
Cn being notified that the Tafaraoni field had been taken, General
Doolittle ab Gibraltar ordered 24 Spitfires of the 3lst Fighber Group o
take off. This contingent arrived over Tafaraoui at 1700 on & November
and had a brush with the not-so=friendly French air force. It had been

arranged that four Huwrricanes from a carrier would cover the landing.

. As the planes of the 31st came in for their landing four French Dewoitines
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. flying high over the field were misbaken fox: the friendly Hurricanes. A&s
the pilots went in for their landing the Dewoitines atbacked. One Spit-
fire wazs shot down. The remaining ones took off azainst the Dewoibines
and brought down threa.22

Desvlte this initial sncounter, the French air strength had been
crippled by the time the land based planes arrived on the scens. The
last peep oub of French a'r force at Oran wag heard on the morning of the
gth when a single borber dropped a lone bonb on Tafaraoui. Before noon,
the French planss at La Seniz had deperied from Morocco., On the same day
the first contingent of the AAF ground persomnel rollesd into Tafarasoui.
By means of improvisation and use of French ammunition and gas, they kept
the Spitfires flying .23

The aircraft of the 3lst Grouwp based at Tafaraoul lent important sup~
port te the American ground forces around Oran, which were encountering
unexpectedly stubborn resistance. Shortly after dawn on 9 Noverber, three
Spits on reconnaissance patrol observed a large force moving northward
against Tafaraoui, This column turned cut to be a detachment fron the
famed Prench Foreign Legion moving up from Siai-bel-Abbes. A conbinming
series of atbacks, lasting four to flve bours, was mainbtained apgainet
this target, The light French tanks were no makch for the Spitfires with
their 20-rm. cannon. Ab least five tanks were degbroyed, numerovs trucks
were put oub of commiszsion, end troops were scabbered by the determined
efforts of the air forces. The battered French column at last turned back
and was nob molesbed further. At the time this astion was taking place,

Combat Command B was fully occupied in the assault on La Senia, and the

action of the Spitfires probably prsvented the rescapbure of Tafaraoni.
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The land baszd alreraft rescaed Eai‘araoui from a aennce in anobler 32600r.
Abont noon on 9 llowerher, French artiliery batierles bezan chelling the
airfield with 75's from a hill two and & half miles awave IZwo fligiobs

24
of the Flst Growp ailaolnd and culdily silenged these cung,.

Taving ths afbornoon of the Gbh, Guaersl Twolittle arrived from
Gibraltar in a 3«17 to take vpersonzl comrand, By thiz time rodio commini-
crbion with tie hordmmarters shio, Laris, had beep esbablished in order
to0 errry ouh micdions In gun-ort of e qraind forees. Tho cormand shin
awslmed several mico’onre Tn oae instance, the air forces vere diveched
o attoek anoere vy colusn gasy of Ia “acta on Arzea Bav. By lbs ting the
wEaave resched e elr roreea 1b roead wosh of La Tacbe. Tao alreoft
flew over a eolumn bo bro woub, wiilch turned oat Lo be Srericen broons,

o carate was dope to Lk arouwnd twooms bubt two of tle Awrican wiin.s tere
sioh doup. ks michap rezalicd din ko cotublishooat of g wro-ranm of
roeconibion braining wiereby tac Tmand broons wore ziven instraction in
ailreralt recegnition mid e wilobs shudied wmechanized evulorent of the

25
AXTiE .

Troere waz another o352 of misbohen Wentdly, occurrin: olwost at the

sanc tlze, The M, 3. artiliery recacobed tle air forces bo abback a2

(=]

colaom of' tarks. In thic case Gewral Doolisile himself asked Sie arbillery
officer vho bad neds bhe requesh 1L bs wers wositive dne bHanks in guesbion

were Freachs The vlanea weph ook tnd book one esus at the banks, which

prootly dicelaved on Jrmerlean flate Scverbeen wiaviong, bobadling 45

gorbles were flowrn a-oinst verlous Freach barzebs on o Novevber, znd close
26
YHodgon was roinbsined with Jovlet Connd =,

T

Jeamdirile e tromnd foress swere wmlfin rrocregs.  On 9 Clovernhar

o T

conbach was ~ads bobueon the ecst.m and western ares of Covbebt Cowand 3,

HrE ey
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to later landings, air force activity ei';a{inly on a limited scale.

There was no preliminary bombing, there almost no counter air force
activity, and the fighting did not laab long enough to pubt close support
to a real tests So far as bhe alr forces were concerned the real lessoms
derived not so much from the amphibious phase as from the fighting thab
followed the landings. The Tunisian campaign brought oub the inadeguacles
of American doctrine as set forth FH 31-35 of 9 April 1942 which provided
that aviation units could be specifically allocated Lo subordinabte units
and thai the final declsion as to the priority of btarzets would reat with
the commander of the supported unit. Apparently the planners of TORCH
ignored the principles of the employment of air power that had been learned
in the Western Deser‘b.30 The essence of tlw dootrine that had been evolved
by trial was that: "The Soldier comminds the land forees, the Airman
commands the air forces; both cormanders work btogebher and operate their
respective forces in accordance with a combired Army-Air plan.. ..“31

Since June 1942 when he arrived in the 'iddle East General Lewis i,
Brereton, Commanding General of the inth Air Farce, had been sending a
steady stream of messazes and reports on the system of air-ground cooperation
as it existed in the Western Desert bub apparently this information had
not materially dlitercd U. 5. thinking at the time of the 1andings.32
Subsequent fighting in Tunisia, hovever, effecied an zlteration in U, 8.
doctrine, By February 1943 G.neral Eisenhower had orgenized his forces
so as to provide for arwy, navy and 2ir commanders and the principles of
the employment of air power developed in the Wesbern Desert had been

inbroduced,
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staffs further complicated an already involved air organization, there
was no fundamenbal change in the system of command set up on 18 February
1943 for the “editerranean theater. At that time the Yediberranean Air
Command (MAC) had been established, IMAC was a small policy and plaaning
stafl mde wp of American and British officers headed by Air Chief Marshal
Sir Arthur ¥. Tedder. On the command level directly under MAC were the
Horthwest African Air Forces (FAAF) cormrded by Lt. Gen. Carl Spaabz,
the 19ddle bast Air Command under Air Chief Marshal Sir Suolto Douglas,
and the “zlta Air Command under Air Vice Marshal Sir Keith Park.2

By far the largzest of theze commnds was NALF, which was orzanized
into three main sub-commends. Worthwest African Strategic Air Force
(NASAF), under command of aj. Gen. James H. Doclittle, was charzed with
the direction of all borbers anl escort fishbters for strategic operabions.
The main components of WASAF were the XTI Bomber Command amd the 330 and
331 Wings, RAF. The Horthwest Afmican Tactical Air Force (NATAF), under
Alr Vioe Varshal Sir Arthur Coninghaw, coordinated the efforts of the air
force operaling io support of ground troops. The Yactical Air Force
consisted of the Desert Air Foree, the YIT Alr Support Cormand, and the
Tactical Borber Force. The Norbhwest African Coastal Air Force, under
Alr Vice larshal Sir Hugh P. Lloyd, hod responsibility for the air defense
and sea=zir reconnaissance of Hortnwest Africa, as well as control ovar
antisubmarine operations, shipping strikes, and air-to=wir and alr=to=zround
recognition s:stems. NACMF consisted of 242 Group PAF and the XIT FPighter
Commands In addition to the above, NAAF included an air service cormand,

a2 training cormand and z phobographic wing.
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The Winth Air Force was the American component of the !Mddle Ezst
Air Cormand, By ihe time of the Sicilian campaign only two B-24 groaps
(98th and 376th) were operabing from their Cyrenaican bases under comtrol
of YTasi. Cen. Lewls H. Brerston. The units of the IX FPight er Command were
operating under MAAF as follows: the 57%h amd 79th Fighter Groips were
under Desert Air Force amd the 324th Fidiber Group was atbached to XII
Air Support Comrmnd; t};e 125h and 340th Borber Groups () were under

Tactical Bomber Force.
Pantelleria

A necescary preiiminary to the invasion of Sicily mas the reduction
of Fantelleria, and the less irmortant islands of Lampedusa, Linosz, and
la-plens. ‘ob only did these islands Ide divectly in the rath of invasion
but the powerful Freya radic direction-finder gtations on Pantelleris
and Lampedusa provided advonced listenlng posts Lrom which Bhe movensnb
of aircrezft over the centrsl Kedlwerranean could be detected, while the
ship vabeling otations conld record the movewent of shippinz., In addition,
the ajrfi=ld on Pantelleoriz, believed to be cavable of asccommedating 80
single envine £idiers, would lelp rtrovide bhe cglome fi-hber suwwort neo—
ceeary durinz the initial stages of tie forbhoorinzy invasion. The plan
wag Ho lounch an intense aerial athack azainst the island with the ides
of so berrorizing and maralyzing its defenders that it could be seized
without the use of zromnd troons, or to zive smch an assaults every chance
of suecess wikh the rinimum of loss. As it turned b, intense air and
naval borbar’ ment made an assault by Jround troops unnecessary but most
of the essential elements of the Vediterransan-Furopean pattern of amphi-
bious landinzs were worked oubk in Operaticn CORKSCRTN.

TR BT 24
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Tn the first place, & joint cormend, direcltdv respensible to Teneral
Sigenhower wag set up. Rear Admiral K. F. 1%lrisor of the Hoyol Havy,
Lt. Cen, Carl Spaatz, commander of the Northwest African Air Forces, ard
Vaj. Gen, W. F. Clutterbuck, the general officer of the 1st British In~
fantry Division, were placed in cosmand of the paval, air and groind forces
respectively. A combined headgquarters was established a® Sousse. From
the time of erbarkation this advance orzanization was to be aboard a
headquarbers ship from which it would direct all forces taking part in the
operation. Should an assanlt be nscessary, D-day would be 11 June. The
air plan provided for two paricds of wreparatary bomberdment. Up to and
including 6 June sbeady and increasing pressure would be maintained. To
avoid any indication that Pantelleria had been singled out for invasion
other targebs in Ttaly, Sicily and Sardinia would also be bonbed. . Segin-
ning 7 June the igland would be bombed arcund the clock. Since Pantell~
eria was being used as a sorb of laboratory experiment of the ability of
ailr power to neutralize strong defensive positions, tarzets were chosen
with the greatest of care and scientific estimates of the bombing effort
vecessary o lmock cut such tarzebs were rade. To carry oub the borbing
program NALF had slighbly over 1,000 planes againgt 900 enemy planss on
or within range of Pea.meller:la./+

Althoazh Pantelleria had been hit interwmittently during the closing
days of the Tunician campaign, the real offensive begen on 18 May mnd
incressed in intensity until the island sarrendered. Attention was focused
ab first on the harbor gnd airdrome bub as these targets were neutralized

erphasis shiftzd to coastal batteries and 7un emplacemmts. In zbbempting

%o neutralize some 80 yun positions it was recognized that direct hits
W S TR R 7
L TR v sy - & -
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. would be few, 1If, however, as many as one third of the Zuns in each

bsttery could be knocked out it wes believed that the remeinder carld be
silenced by such secondary factors as damage to seclentific insbruments,
disruption of commnications, destruwetion of supplies, and demoraliza~
tion of crews.5

Acoording 1o plan, two opportunities were glven the defenders to
surrender, one on & June ard aother on 10 June. Yhen the second invita-
tion brought no response three convoys salled from Sousse and Sfax, Before
it became apparent that the defenders were trying to surrender on the 1lth
the agsault craft were approaching bthe beaches and could nob be recalled.
The fll air cover plamned for the ground foree was accordingly given
until the firsh phase of the occupation was completed. With the excepbion
of a small nurber of prearranted flights, 2ll Tactical Air Force activities
were conbrolled by the air force officer in the corbined headquarters on
board He!LS. larzs. As precaubion against possible sinking of the Largs,

3 stand=by headguarters wms sbabloned on board H,1.5. Hoyal Ulstermmn.

Only smell arms fire opposed the landing and as soon as the Governor of
the island coulcd be located he signed the fterms of surrender. Following
the exarple of Pantelleria, the Pelagie Islends, Lampedusa, linosa, and
Lampione, surrendered on 14 Jume.6

The eapbure of Pankelleria not only cleared the way for Sicily b
furnished many valuable lessons that were appllied in later landings. Sone
of thege leasons indluded the desirabiliby of developinz a betber systenm
of commmications, the avoidance of premabure crescings of the bomb line
by invading Sroops, more comprehensive briefings, coordination of inlelll-

genoe in the three arms of the cowbined farce, and the imporbtance of aerial

. photorrapay in sich an operztion. The system of controlling the tachleal
i ast it ML A S
v A2 . Eei [ 3__}:-,-‘
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in subseouent operalbions. Probably the most irportant lesson had ho

do with boubing data. Some of the more enthugisstic advocates of &r
power hailed Pantelleria as proof positive that alr power alone could
induce heavily defended positions bo surrender. 'ore sober cribics
realized that the deferses anmd defenders of Pantelleria offered unasual
opportunities for the exercise of air rpower, opporbunities that were un-

likely to present bthemselves with great freguency in the fotor e. Further-

more, Pantelleria brought out certain limitaticns as well as potentizlities
of air power. It was found, for example, that even with the buze quantibty
of bombs dropped amd even with little or no enemy interference it vas
extremely &fficult to obbtain direot Hits on gun emplacements. Examina-
tion of the 80 guns that had been borbed revesled that only 2 had received
direct hits. Howsver, 43 were damaged and of these 10 were completely
unusuable. It was found that since the 1000«1h, bomb had an effectlve
radins only about ome and a half tires that of the 500-lb. bomb, the labter
shonld be used zgainsbt small bargeits because of the gresher nurber of

borbs that cculd te employed. Ib was also fand that bombs fuzed with a
delay of .025 seconds gave bebter resalts than bowbs insbantanecusly fuzerl.l?
In other words the experience of Pantelleria pointed to the desira Llity

of makiny a careful ctudy of terrain and soil in thea't.arget area hefore

deciding on the type of bambs and fazing to be used.

Pre-~Invasion Uperations

The dlimination of Pantelleris ond Lampedusa cleared the way for
concentration on bormbing in direct preparation for Sicily. The Plan for

. the Employment of the Northwest Afyican Air Fopces and Attached Air Forces
g, L wwe; A*qﬁwwﬁ g
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iagncd dn Vav 1943 reflected dochrines of the emolovmart of sir cows

Bhat bd bemn devcleoved in he .esturn Desert snd Tanisian camalang,

Tizae dochrines, roon to bewme officiel U. S. doetrine, held tlet iie

alr forces conld mite laeilr sreabest contriouition to an amchitd cag opera-
tion, or any other wor-winnin z oparabion, by establishing suneriority

over the enomy ajx force and weventirg it fror interferinT with the inva-
sion &rd by wreventin troons and suonlics from entering the agssaalb arca.
Ttese miod ons accormlisled, ths alr Forces wonld then lond effective
direct guptort to the advmce of e 1and for ceg.  Aceords nily, LAAF, Asgigse
Led by the air forces in the Mddle Tash and Talta, was to d estroy or
nevtralise bhe enery alr forces Wiihin revge of $he invasion area, proicel
naval owerations and an=mls conwe vs, abtback enemy chinvine and nawsl for 0es,
and rrobeel Northmest Mricon ond cavtured aross of Sicilv seainst air
atbroks. Tt wwld also parbtieir te in the cover mlan and in diversionary

orerzticns elmed ah heonine the ere my #lr foraes ag widely disrersed ag

Tour vhinses of ovuysblops wore conbornlitod: a prevarabary porlod,
a0 azsaulb v ricd, s roriod covering dhe athrel on Cabe oy Ind a meriad

cover int bhe rolrebion of bl reraluder of bhe Lmlas

(=

+ TH way not dnbended
to A nlv rosc than ordirerT vressore wibll T rdnas 7, ginece manv urdbs
needed rest and refltdbiny ond it weg negr sary o avold boovy 10-ses durine
this mriods Prom T wimis 7 %o D minus 1, the odr Forces were %o sbon

w0 bhelr oflomsive nvadinst the enany sir forees with the thieet of malring
trer Incnpeble of drberferine with the londinwa, Torress weuld be the

melu ocpery sirdromes in Sicily, Perdiniz mnd southern Italy bozelt er with

subzarine beses, comminlicn liona ires, and industrial nlanks, Tr consen-—
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flesting bHargets, since such attzﬁ isually produced only emphemsral
results abt hish cosb., & 12-hoar nobice would in general be reqoired be-
fore attacks by medium znd heavy bovbers could be executed,

The alr plan dealt for the most vart with bread policies to be followed
in the application of air power, ot it was not related in minute debail
%0 the Army and Havy plms. This was deliberate. All commanders were
azreed that the prinary funcbtion of the air forces in all phzses of the atback
was the newbralization of the enemy air foroce, a tarzebt that comld not be
pln-poinked in advance. Furthermore, it was foreseen that one landing
mizht go well, while in ancther area the ground situation mizht bscome
extremely precarlous, in which case 1t would bs necessary to shift air-
oraft from one sector o anoi‘.he:{'.g

In accordance with the air plan, the primary targets during the pre-
liminary phase were the main enemy airfields in Sieily, Sardinia, and
southern italy. The effect of the effort developed in June was the with-
drawal of his bomber force from Sieily and Sardinia, Having driven the
enemy back thus far, the Allied alr forces conbinued with aw attempt to
force a similar withdrawal of the swall bomber force still based in the heel
of Ttdly., On 2 July, 91 Liberators of the Winth Air Force abttacked with
good resulis the Grottaglie and San Pancrazio airdrones where GAT borbers
were based, =nd also Lecce, a German fighkter base. On 3 July borbers of
NAA? atbacked all the advance landing grounds in Sardinia.lo For the
next three days, the combined air striking power was concentrated inm an
onglaught agalnst the enemy's airdrowes in easbern Sicily, where the bulk

of his fighter strength was now based. During the period, 4 to 9 dJuly,

NAAF flew nearly 3,000 haavy and 560 medium bomber sorties agsinst Gerbini

Lalacatine !G"ifi“* * vw&gﬁg@s@
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. and its sabellites, while the B-24's of the Ninth flew 79 sorties. Csianies

and Biscari also were plastered. The effect of this unprecedented blitz
against ensmy airfields as a prelnde to invasion was bo render many of the
Sicilian airdromes unservicesble and to drive upwards of one-half of the
enemy air forece either cubd of Sicily or to unknown landing groands.
Sardinian sirfields were practlcally nexbralized after 3 July.n Although
no figures are available zs to the exact nurber of aircraft destroyed on
the ground during the pre-invasion period, one report states that up to
13 Auzust spproximately 1,100 aireraft, including those abandored az well
ds destroyed, had been examined by 411led personnel on the island. As had
been expected, also, the persistent bombing of airfields had the effect of
forcing the eremy to come up and fight. TDmring the week, 3 to 9 Mly,
139 eneny ziroraft were destroyed in air corbat as compared with 31 destroyed
dwrinz the week of the :'anuerl&:an.l2

During the pre—invasion reriod 76 per cent of the botal Allied bomber
effork was devwted to airfield atbacks and over 3,000 tonz of bombs were
dropned in more than 2,000 sortles. BSo suceessiul was the effort to
neutralize the enemy air force prior to the comencement of the land battle
that it was possible after D-day to reduce the scale of attacks on zirfields
to 2L per cent of the tobtal borber ei‘for"a.lj

The efforts o neubralize the enemy air force prior to the ipvasion of
Sieily pointed ho several leasons thabt would be of use in future operations.
For one thing, it was learned that attacks, to achieve maximum resulbs,
mst be well-timed and ofben-reopeabed. OSpasmodic attacks, though capable
of causing temporary damaze, seldom produced decisive resulbs. It was
found desirable also o define c¢learly the aim of each attack, as the irmedi-
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T e
ake ain varied from time to ime. " 1n some cases the airfield area was

divided inko definite sections which were assigned do certain formtions.
In attackiny airfields cver a wide area, one device adophed was to concen-
trate upon all airfields in a given seckiosn with the exception of one or

two, with the purpoze of cauwsing adr craft still in the air to be diverted

to those fields. & concentrated attack would then be made against the fields

hitherto left unseathed., During the ore-~invagion period about 50 per cent
of the nizht elfort of the Wellinziong operating under NAAF was employed
in airfield atbacks. Light apd medium bhodbers of VATAF were also used on
night mssions during the moon per i.c:dx.14

Tn order to achieve maximam dispersion the enemy resorted more and more
to the use of satellite strivs. To counber this move, mss strafing attacks
by fighter-bombers (principally P-40's and P-33's) were employed with excel-
lent results. It was foand that the 20-1b, frazmentation borb was parti-
cularly effective againat grounded airecraft., During tle last two days of
the pre~invasion attack demolition bonbs were used on a zreater scale than
fragmentation in order to make the fields unserviceable by oratering. The
fusing was usvally either instanbaneous or shoart delay. Five-hundred pounds
bomzg with gix~hour and 12-hour delay fuses were dropped in smll numbers.ﬁ

Tn addition to the operations azalnst enemy airfields, the Allied air
forces also carried cut a bombing pregram azainst cerdain focal points to
prevent the eremy from misghing in troops and spplies to meet the threabened
ares. These focal points included the Messina bottleneck, berminal ports
on the Tyrrhenian Sea~~chiefly Naples, Palermo, and Trapani==rallway
marshalling wyards at these porbs and alonz the western cozst of the Italisn

boot, and the small ports in southern and eastern Sicily. In an atbempd

t0 interrupt transportation down the boob, wedium bombers attacked the

. .
g T e
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. In addition to guarding the life lines of the 4llied armies, it was the

mission of Coastal to dislocate and destroy these of the enemy. In the
period between 24 Jurne and 9 July the ship striking force damazed two
larse merchant vessels, and sank at leagt one £00-ton schooner, a 6,000~
ton cargo vessecl, and a 3,000-kon auxiliazy craft.la

On the eve of invasion the Allies enjoyed overwhelming air superiority.
The German end ITtalian Air Farces were estimated %o have a total of 1,500
to 1,600 alreraft based in Sardinia, Sicily, Ttaly and Southern France,
compsred to an Allied foree of some 4, 000 aircraft. There were approximztely
114 Sritish end 146 American squadrons. Axdis alroraft were belisved to have
an everaze 50 per cent serviceability, thouszh vrobably in the battle area

19
it vras sven lesa.

The Lszaulh Period

From 2 July onward nrotection of the as-ault couveys reprascrbed a
hegvy commitrent of the alr farces. Off the coast of Alzieria and Tunigia
the ccnvoys were nrotected by the “ACAF, assisted by the 33rd Tighter OGroean
based on Pantelleria. Inlta-based aircraft took over the protection of
convoys as they came within 50 miles of the igland. The enemy made no atbtenph
bo attack the convoys vhiile en route. Adniral Hewitt stabed that convay
protection wes the most careflly Planned and most suecessfully executed of
all alr force rolea.?o

On the pight of 9 July intensive and varied operations were carried outb.
Althourh it is not within the rrovince of this study to consider the details

of the airborne operaticns, mention should be made of their role in ITISKY

for they forzed an inmportant part of the operation and the experience zained

. was vseful in later landings, notably Salerno and Hormandy. The object of
3;-"“1.‘ Hy f i’ %3’“:{'% é&‘gg ; 9 !: ﬁ‘f!
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group of sTall missiuny called CHESTNUT, designed to attack and harasa
eneny lines of commnlcat:.‘ron.%

Despite the errors made and the heavy losses incurred, tle airborne
operations made an important contribution tc the success of HISKY, General
Patbon, comnander of the Seventh Army, sbabed bhat at least 48 hours were
saved by the action of the 824 Airborne Division in the western assaulb
area ;25 while Ceneral Menigomery, commander of the Briitish BEighth Army,
estimated that the airborne assalibs against the two bridses smuth of
Sryacuse md suth of Cstania acceleraied his advance by no leass than a
week.%

These achievemsnbs were accomplished, however, only abt a high cost in
both men znd raterial and it was evident that much remained to be learned
ghoat airborne operations. Tmredlately after the invasion steps were initi-
aved to reviev the Sicilian experience in order thabt lessons learned might
be put to gocd use in fubwe operations. An important dochrine that enerzed
froa these studies was that the use of airborne troops should be confined to
missions suited to thelr role and the final decision should rest with the
air force commender. Such z decision should be mide in time bo permit noti-—
fication of all alr, sround md naval forces. The use of airborns troops
as reinforesments should be confined 4o serious emergencies. In spive of all
the shortcomings ard fallures Genear al Bisenhower thouznt that the ou‘ts‘bgmding
taclical lesson of WIBEY was the potenblalities of airborne operations.”r?

Bub to reburn to the nizhat of 9 July. In addition to probteckion of
convoys and the dropplng of real and dummy paratroops as well as gliders,

NA'F carried out borbing atbtacks to soften resistance, to provide diversionary

assisbance to the airborne assaults, and to prevent the rush of enemy reserves
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fes

to the threatened areas. Medi .gh't. borberg carried out akhbacks
azainst varied harzets :'u; the western area of Siclly while RAF Wellingbons,
Halifaxes, and Liberators bombed bargsbts in southeastern area to weaken
resistance %o the initial ‘slssa:a:tlt.;‘h3

H-hour was 0245 on 10 July. Flanning and execubtion of the apiroach
from the point of view of navizabion and seamenship was, sccording to General
Eisenhower, one of the highligihts of the operation and "lsft nothing to
be c'uasj.:c'r-zcl."29 Degpite unfavorable weather conditions wost of the assalt
waves made their landincg not more than a few minutes bshind schedule, The
sreatest delay occurred in the case of the 4A5th Division landinzs, where
R-hour was postponed a full hour. A larze degres of tactical sarprise was
achieved.BO

It was anticipated that the enemy air force would exert every effort to
atback thke shipping and beaches early on the worning of D=day. The number
of Allied fighber aircraft available was not adeguate o provide continuous
cover over all beaches throughout the 16 hours of daylight. Sufficient figh-
ter strengbh was present in the theaber, but the limiting factors were :
(1) the oporaticnal capacity of the airflelds on Malta and Pantelleria, (2)
the long distance from the operabing fields to the assamlt areas and the re-
sulbing short time of cover provided by each sortie, and (3) the larze com-
mitment of fighter escort for the borbing missionsg. In view of these cir-
cumsbances it was agreed that continuous fight exr cover should be provided
over two of the beaches throughout daylight; that all landing areas should
have conbinuous protection for tre Pirst two hours of daylight and for the

last one and a half hours of daylight ; asad a reserve wing should be kept at

2 high dezree of readiness to reinforce any area as the situation demanded.
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. throazh XTI Air Support Goa'ad ‘ar oE:a‘bed on Cape Bon Peninsula.
Requests that reguired light and medium bombardmnent aircraft were passed
by XIT Air Support Commend to higher headaguarters. Tacbical recommais-
sance was fuornished by 111%h Recomalssamce Squadron, which fléw predelermined
routes. Spot regonnaissance was also provided by diverting planes from
Tighter cover. Spegial reconnaissance misgions were treated asg air suppord
requests, During the assault phase, 10-12 July, the 31st and 33d Fighter
Groaps were locted on Gozo and Pantelleria, respectively, and the obher
units were locgted on the Caps Bon Peninsula.

Tt is btypical, perhaps, of diverzent service view that the Navy main-

tained that "close support by aircraft in amphibious operstions, as under-

34
gbood by the Javy, did not exist in this theaber,® whersas NAAF maine

tained that the "eover proved successful.“35 In support of its view the
Eavy pointed out that the average mumber of fishbers over each of the areas
CiNT, DI'E, and JUSS was approximately 10 airoraft; that there were several
®holidays" in the schedule when no cover existed; md that patrols were main-
bained at one level only. 3ven when requests fa ¢lose suppor: were granted,
the time lag, accordiny to the Mavy, was excessive, somebizes as much as

12 hours.

In savwoort of ibs view WiAF nointed oub that on the day of the invasion
the fismters flew over 1,000 sorties. Although the Wavy was prepared for
the loss of up to 300 chips durinz D minus 1 and D-day, the number lost from
ergmy air attacks to nightfall on 10 July waos only 12, The majoriby of
bhe se Josges cccurred in the JOSS and DTIE aress, where the air attack was

stronzest and where the gnehoring of ships as far oub as six miles had the

effect of over-sirctehing fighter vatrols and vermitting the enemy to get
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throuch the scresn. Furthermore, fighters on patrol were continuously
fired upon by Allied ships, so that pabrols ordered at 5,000 and 8,000

feet were forced up to 10,000 and 14,000 fect. At greaber helghts friendly
fire was less hazardous bat the danzer of enenmy aircraft breaking through
was enhaneced,

Purther data presented in the remort of the Western Naval Task Force
itself would secm to warrant the conclusion that, although operating under
exbremely difricult conditions, the air forces performed a creditable job
in proteoting the invasion fleet. According to this repord, during the period
10 to 12 Jnly, approximately 200 ememy flights were plotted on the operations
board. Of this nurber, over half were inland flighbs that did not reach
the assanlt areas. Thare were 29 plotbed enemy raids simed at the assault
areas, of wihich 26 were intercepbted and driven of £ prior to enbering the
areas. Ihe remaining 63 raids were, in most cases, engaged by the fighter
cover .36 Hot inclwded in thess 89 plotted ralds were frequent low-level
atbacks that could not be plcked up by radar. These raids achieved a good
deal of surprise by coming in very low, flying down the vdlleys, and darting
over the ridge of hills onto the beaches.

With Likile effecbive opposition from the low~grade Italian forces
defending the beaches, Allied ground troops made excellandt progress once they
were ashore. By the end of D-day all beachheads in bobh the American and
British sechors were secure. <The Pachino landingz field and the port of Syra—
ouse fell duriny D-day. On the 11lth the enemy lzunched his major effort %o
throw the invaders back into the sea. The mein weight of thr rounterattac',
which began early in the morning and lzsted througheut the day, fell against

the Americans near Gela, Foemy infanbtry, spearbeaded by Mork IV tanks, ab
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i headed the azsault were the

least satisfactorily executed phose of HISKY. The salient shorbeomding

was in night navigation. The droppinz of a parachule brigade within Allied
lirss on the second night of operations purely as a reinforecement wag ua-
sound in principle. Failure to arranze a safe corridor for passaze resulted
in high caswalties inflicted by friendly troops snl ships. Duwiy parabroops
were used Wibh succcss ard this form of dverslan was recommended for fubure
onerations. The experience in Sicily pointed c¢learly to the condlusion

that the Afr Com-ander in Chief shoald have the major shave of conbrol of
alrborne operations amd his word should be final as to vhebher such opsrations

siould be underbtaken.
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Charber IV

SITTRN TTALY: T4 FISST CHALLENGE

Defirite plans fa post~FI3EY orearations had not been agreed upen
when the TRIDENT conference was held in washingbon in May 1943. This
gonference served to bring oub azain the basic differerces bebween Bribish
and American shrabey. Ab the first meebing the Prime Minister produced
argunent s for 2 conbinmation and enlargerent of the war in the Hediterranean.
nimpressed, the Presideat thought an Thalian campaizn might result in heavy
atirition of Allied forees md mizht be a drain on resources, esrecislly if
Ibaly bad bo be occupied and supplied. The Prime "finisber counbersd bthis
by saying that it woald be unnecessary bo occupy all of Ttaly--it would suiffice
to hold such porbs and air wses ag wore nceded for operations azainst the
Palkans md sorthern Parone. VFirdins themzelves in disasreerent the FPresident
wnd Prime 1drster turmed the matber over to the 003, The upshob of IRIDIT
was bhab General Zisembower should plan such operabions in exploitabivn of
ViIBYY a5 would ba besh caleulatsd to eliminate Italy frowm the wwr ond to con-
tain the maxdimum nucber of Jerman foreces.

Tn accordence with this direciive a nuubsr of plans were draws ab 41llied
Force Headawarisrs, but final decislons bad to awalb the cateome of the Sicilian
canpalzn. On 19 August 1943 Jenor ol EBisenhower amounced that be bad decided
upon bwo main overations: one coded IAVTOUH (an zmphibious assault ozainst
Tertio) med mother coded AVALAICTT {an anphibious assault azainst Salerne).
These operations aere approved by the C55 ab the TTADRAVT conference held %
Guebes, Ab bhe same time the Allied leaders formlated plans for olwr opera-

tiong that rove Dirst prioritv to OVTRISM(the cross—chammel iuvasion of Furope
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. in 1944) and FOTITBLANK (the Corbined 2orizer Oifensive). In obher words,

the same seb of decisions that inavgurabted the invasion of goxthern Italy
also relaxated that thenter to 2 segondary role. The thres-fold task of
forcing the wsollapse of Italy, creabing diversions of enemy forces, and
destroying vital installations on the continent wald have %o be accomlished
without top prioriby on men axd supplies. Operations were to be in three
phases: (1) Italy was to be eliminated as a bellizerent, and air bases were
0 be established as far north as the Rome areas (2) Corsica and Sardinia
vwere to be seized; and (3) constant nresaure was oo be mainbained on Cermen
forces in northern Italy, and there was to be created a sibwation favorable
Tor eventnal ertry of Allied forces--including the bulk of the re-equipped
French army and zir forves=- inbo southern France.l

First of the two rain amphilious assanlts was BAVIO.Y, to be carried oub
on 3 Senteamber 1943. It was to congist merely of moving two divisions across
the marrow Straibt of Tessina md landing thewm in &n area where Axis defenses
were believed o be weak., One division of the British Eizhth Army was to land
at Gallico ad Catona and another division was to land at Regsio. Both
lardings were to be covered by artillsry From the Tessina side of ths Straid
and by paval fire. Air cover was o be provided from near-by 3icily by the
Desert Adr Force, made up largely of 3ritish units. The immediabe objechives
of the Iighth Army wore 1o selze Re zio amd the airfields in the toe. The
ultirate objective was to advance northward for a junetion with the U, 5. Fifth
Army and eastward for a juncbion vith obher British foress that were o land
near Taranbo between D plug 2 and D plas 7 (Operation GTEBON ).2

AVALAICHE, an assault on the beaches south of Salerno, was to be launched

on 9 Septemrer. Invasion forces were o consist of the American VI Corps and
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. the British 10 Corps and follow-up troops. The Allied forces in AVALANCHE
would total about 125,000 troops againsh enemy forces estimated at 39,000
on D-day but capable of veing inoreased to more than 200,000 by D plus 3.
The objective of the Fifth Army was fo seize Salsrno and the airfield at
Uontecorvine and then, driving inland, to cxture the port of Naples and
gecure %le nearby air fislds,

The Viestern Yawal Tack Farce, couposed of the Control Force, the Southern
fask Foree, the Horth Task Force and the Support Carrier Force, was to trans-
cort the assault troops to thelr points of debarkation olf the beaches and o
support them by naval sunfire and carrier-based air craft until they were
firnly established ashore. The Soutnern Task Force was to convey VI Corps
to its beaches, while Northern Tusk Foree was to transwort 10 Corps. The
Support Uarrier Worce, consisting of one carrier and four escord carricrs, was
to supply the mximum practicable fighh er protection to the naval forces and
to asslst the Slclly-bagsed fighters of the XIT Air Supvort Cormsnd in control-
Hing the air over the beaches. The Control Force inclwied the flagship, USS
Incon, a Fickeb Oroap o screen the attack forees from hostile surface clemenbs,
and a Tiversion Group, which was to make a feint against the beaches norbhe
west of Waples to draw off eemy fo ct;-‘:s.3

The Alir Flans

The broad general tasks assizned to the air forces in both AVALANCER
and BAYPGIW were as follovs: (1) to neutralize the enemy air fur ces; (2)
to prevent or effectively retard the movement of ememy forces into the asaault
area; (3) to provide air mrotection over the assaulb convoys, the assaults,
and snbsequevh ooerabions, and (4) to transport ard drop paratroops in con-

. nection with AVALANCHZ, In addibion to these major tasks, NAAF had also a
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h #

hezd been "most effective,™ and that actual dama
10

estimtes.,

1

;;;3 had exeeeded zl1 previous

Other larse scale shtacks were made against the Sulmona marshalling yards
{at tke junction of the Roae, Pescara and Terni lines), the Terni marshalling
vards, northeast of Rome, and the Bologna marshalline vards on 27 and 28
Angust and 2 Sepbertber, Small raids were crried out zgainst yards at Aversa,
Crbe, Bari, end Taranto, amd the vital gipply Lline thrmuzh the Bremer Pass,
The last-mentloned raid, carried oub 2 Seotember, paid dividends far out of
proportion to the investwent. By hitting certain key bridges in the vicinidty
of the pass the U. 3. Fortresses were able to halt bemporarily all supplies
goming into Itly via the Brenner, the shortest and most direet route bebween
Germany and Italy. Tfost of the heaavy bomber missions were carried ouwb by the
AT Borber Comnand, bubt IX Bowber Oommand added its welght by abbacking the
rallway sbation, alr depob, and marshalling yards at Cancello on 21 August.
The IX Bomber Conmand also made other attacks on Fescara, Foizia, Taranto,
md Baz':i..ll

The medium borbers concenbrabed their abbacks amainst mrshalling vards
and industrial tarzets in southern Italy. One of the chief tarsebs wasg
Salorno against which 139 Vellingbon =nd 112 V.S, medium homber sorties were
fiom,. Between HISKY and ATALANCYT the conbined efforts of heavy and medium
bombars of MAAF against communications tobtaled more than 4,500 sc:a"l;:'.e.s.l2

The results of atbacks on rall commanications were highly satisfachory.
By tie time the Allles wers ready o mzke thelr first landing in Ttaly, the
lines were blocked ard all rallway acbivibty had ceased gsouth of a line Waples~
Foitia, Repairs wero being made at Littoria (Rome) and Battipaglia, near

Sala'no, Larse gquantibics of rollinz stock had been wived ocut. These constant
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. attacks forced the enemy b6 1 ol TOTE on rond transport, This
placed a strain on fusl reserves md mde the eneny's problem of supply
difficult,

In the week preceding BAYTOVN air attacks were delivered against fortified
positions, 7un emplacemants, and troops concentraticns. These attacks, carried
out by escorted Light bonbers and on oceazion by B-R5's, were not intended to
saturabe the landini areas. stk r, vartloular targrbs were pinnointed, gueh
as mun positions =t Fexgio, fortllicatious ab San Glovanni, and Juds Ary
Headqusarbcré ab Posarno md Ortr . Ihege ctbadks vers kent on a owall scale
for two ressunai & rore conceabrabod abieet would hove dicelosed thre exack
srot ab woich the Inrdivres would be rade and It was mowsn bhet the arse with—
im owhieh the Fighdh irey wos to land wow werkly defended, It seemed better 1)
to vrestrve the elevent of surprise than to kmock oib Limited cnory defam oes."q

In =zercral the Gerazn fishber reseticn was incongistent, except in the
ilaples and Fori'a ereas where it was generally sbrong and azzressivo. Turing
the pericd 18 August - 3 Sertexber, UMAF dertroyed over 200 enemy planes wnd
robzbly destroyed 20 more. This congtart attrition, plus the leavy abbacks
azeinst air fields, foreed the enemy to withdraw bis bombers from southern
Ttaly md to concentrate bis fighters, his best pllots, anl his heaviest anti-
girceraft deferses in the Naples secbor.

On the eve of 3AYTAYH it was cstimated that the Axdis had sbout 1,500
operational arcraft of all types in Italy, Sardiniz, Corsica, and southarn
Tramce. Of these, abmt 900 were Italian, ond 600 German, The Iltalian planes
were oub of deke and thefr pilohs were of low calibre in both excerdence and
morzle. As for tho GAF, at least one-third of jts 600 planes were unservice-~

16
abhle.,
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. By D minus 1 the Allied alr £orces had mcc;asai‘ully accomolished their
prelimirary tazsks of nevtralizing the Axig air arm, erivnling Iines of
cormumication, lsolating the bathle area (for BAYTCJU bubt not for AVATANCHE),
and softening up Avis defenses. On the evening of 2 Se~tember, 300 landing
creft were lying in wait #t easbern Sicilian poris ready for the first agsault

on the Furopean mainland.

BAYTON

The movemat of ships and men got under way in the early hours of
3 Sertember. The Eighbh Army crossed the Straits to the Calabrian shore
ageinst only dispirited registance. There belng no hindrance from mines oy
derolitions, the beachheads were soon made secure.17

Mr cover for the croasings and the assault was furnished by the Desert
Afr Force, which was orimerily British in comnosibion bub gontained the 57th
and 79th U. 8. Fighber Groups. Only a few enemy fighters appeared to contest
the landines and two of these were shot down. The desultory efforts of the
eneny air force cnabled DAF by the middle of the day teo shift to the offensive,
Iight bombers and fighter-bowbsrs atbacked gun positions, rail and road cross-
inzs, brid:es, convoys, and troop concentrstions in the lower part of Calabria.
NATAT1s B=25's and A~36's borbed the airfields ab Comlgliatello and Crotona,
where increased fighter strength had been reported by recomnalssance aircraft.
D-day olosed with an arwmed reconnals sance misglon that destroved small groups
of enemy vehicles. During the next two days the advance of the Highth Army
was held up only by demolitions, lip conbact was made with Germen forces. On
4 md 5 Sepbesber, with the exceotion of a few e-nemy vehicles, few sultable

targets presented thermselves. On the 4th the enemy's Lirst and only effort ab
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. AS=06, Chap, IV : . I[ 59

. from D minus 6 b0 D minus 1. The xmajority of shivs of the Jouthern Task
Foree sailed Trom Orzn and Algiers, while most of the Northern Attack Force
gailed from Bizerte and Tripoli. All the shipg of the great flest met north
of Palermo on D rinus 1. DBy sundown of the seme day the convoys were in
position and had started thelr avnroaches at 2 point some 50 miles west of
the beaches.20

The conveys were not subjected to atback wntil late on D minus 2. Iuriug
that nisht amd the aftormoom of T minug 1 they were abtizeked five dimes, The
first atback, carried cib by torpedo bombers apparently from southern France,
cainsed no dama je. The four other raids, vhich came on the afterncon of T minus
1, dameved an Amcricaon ICT and gsank a British ICT. Bebween 2000 and 2400
hoars on D minug 1, the Northern Atback Force was subjected to reveared raids
by smll groups of torpedo borbers, while the Soubhern Force encounbured two
beavy znd five lighl atbacks. Only one IST wru hit. Zood firkser asv 74
Lave mbiaireraft firs, and peor mrformmces by the attackinz bombers ore-
venhed more exbensive danazes, JSnliaireraft fire acoounted for i‘iv;: snemy
planes and Coastal Alr Forge nighh fighbers claiwed Ffive probables.ml

Afber 2400 hears, when the ships bezan moving into Lhelr final positions
znd uatll 0330 hours (}I-hour), when Lhe last of the assanlt troomns l=2Pt for
the Dbeaches, there were no athacks by cnemy plmes. Wibth the excepbion of a
gechor in the noréh where bke British naval unibs were Llrinz in preparotion
for the larding of 10 Corpe, the vhele front, from Salsrno bo Paestum, was
guiet. Avparently the Sermens plammed 16 that wav. A3 soon as the troons
aporoached bhe beachzs the Germans resbed thew with the announeernents "Come
on in and 2ive up. w2 have you cowvured.' Then came a +real barraze of

artillery, mchine zan, 3nd mordar fire. Althonrh bhese bachics caused some
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. rarticularly of boats at the beacles. Bezinning at aporoximately first

AUS=06, Chap, IV

1ight rejular aad persistent bowbing and strafing attacks effectively
interrupted unlosding activities...The scale of these atbacls has never
before end never since been egualed in this thea'ber.’g‘S

Beside this may be placed the Alr Force statement that Yvery little
enemy action in the air was encountered the first day.“26 Fractically all
AR s operational and intelli-ence summaries apree that the enemy's Zir
reaction to the landinys was not severs. From an analysis of the various
conflicting revorts, it would appear that the enemy £lew enough small miscions
over the beaches and shippinz, and flow them rezularly enouzh %o keeo the
Aliied forces constantly on the alert and to hawper broops ensadad in unloading
actlvities, FHovever, the sun total of enemy operations was moderate, his
abtacks viere persistent but not very effective, And they caused only winor
damaze. If the size and importance of the invasion be taken into account,
the damaze suffered from ememy alr action was smll indeed. During the day
only one ship {an AT) was sunk and one IST was damzzed. There is no means
of estimabing casunalbies to rersomel and damaze %o equivment on the shore,
but thers is no evidence to surgest 1t was extensive.m

The estimated 60 to 75 enemy sortlies were met by the standing pabrols
of USANT, RAF, and Navy fighbers, in accordance with She Air Flan of keeping
around 36 plmes over the assaalt area at all times. The enemy took advan-
tage of cloud cover and the mountains behind tie beaches to strilke quickly
ak widely scathtered poinbs. Operabing in small grouvs of from 1 to 6 rlanes
he woald hit the northern omd scuthern beaches simulbanecusly in order to

confuse and divide the Allied fighter defenses. In spite of these tachics

the Allied standing potrols were alile to break up or turp back 2z larie o~

W TR gy
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porbion of the eneny raids. Durind D-day
planes and damazed one for the loss of two P=38'3 in cowbab and one Spitfire
in nonconbat.,

The fightars performed creditably, bub they were hampered in their
actions by the unsatisfachory performanesz of the fighter control center on
the fncon. Several factors appeared to be responsibles the near-by hills
caused echoss; the ship was not well equipped and was badly located; and the
conbrol cenber was not receiving enocazh information from the troops ashore.2 ®

The D-day activities of the Strategic Air Force were aimed at the isola-
tion of the batblefield. The heavies and mediums hit roads, railway junctions,
and bridzes mainly in the Haples-lvellino area. Sone attention was also given
4o the gouthwest area near Potenza ad Sapri in order to hinder the enemy's
movement into the Salerno ssctar. Sixby B-17's destroyed two road bridses
and damazed the railway bridge over the Volbturno River at Capua, The heavies
further hampered communicabions above Naples by damazing the approachess to
the Canecsllo bridzes between Capua and the coast. Enemy air fields at Fojila
and Secanzano (in the south) were bosbed with gocd resulbs.

in all, the land boged aircraft flew about 1,700 sorties in support of
Deday operations. The air forces claimed 14 enemy planes destroyed, 32damaged

in combat, snd 4 destroyed on the ground agsiust the los: of ¢ planes.

Extanding the Salernc Beachhezd, 10-11 Septeuber

Tn spite of stubborn opposition the Fifth Army retained the inltlative
for the next two days. Salerno and Monbecorvino airfields were occupied
during the morning of the 10th but Vontecorvine was still within renge of
enemy artillery and coald not be brought into use. Vighter cover would have
o continue to be furnishked largzely om a long-range basls, with possibly some
assistmce from temporary fighter strips that were being recdied ingide the

beachhead,

I L )
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. On the 10th md 11th the enemy increased both the quantity and quality

of his zir resistance; on both days ahoub 100 planes bombed and shrafed the
beaches and shlpping. Tactical &ir Force met this increased activity with
the same syzbem of patrols used on D~day., On the 10th the day fighters broke
up or turned away aboot 40 atbacks, one=fourth of which conbained formstiona
of 10 or more planes. On the nights of 9/10 and 10/11 the Beaufighters were
in aetion as usual and performed well., They might have performed even bebter
bad it not been that their radar coversze was interfered with by the hizh
graand to the east and tle Ancon conld give only limited help.

On the 11th the GAF conoentrated its efforts on Ellied shipping with some
success, The US5 Savannah was hit by a radio-controlled bomb tlhat exploded
below dectr, H'S Flores was damazed by a near-miss, while the U35 Philadelphia
suffered damage from an cnemy plane thot crashed some 15 fect gway. The
attack on the Savapnah came at 2 time when the fighter cover had been somewhat
reduced, nartly beocause the fishters had been diverted to the assault area
agalnst enemy transvert and partly becavse of pilok fatigue. The diversion
of fighters to the assault area had appeared feasible in view of the smll
enemy alr reaction on D-day. After the Savannah was hit, normal cover way
restored amd conbtinued throughout the day.jg

Accarding to a Xarine Corps observer, the air cover at Salerno during
the first three days was excellent. The atback force in the norbhern area
bzd maintained "abmt 92 rer cent control of the air during all daylight hours
and a possible 90 per cent control daring the hours of darkmess," so that "very
few German planes broke throaugh this cover.“31

Deupite the good showing so far there were disturbing elements in the

victure, Flying in cramped cockplts over long distances the pilcts were
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i =y 3 .:'i‘,"‘ .
beginrinz to show signs of fatigue, and accidents were increasing rapidly.

211 the while the 3AF was exerbing iiself to the ubtmost to ipnflict heavy
damaze on parsonrel aml sfuipmend.

In addition to their Leach and shippiny patrols, NAAF's planes conbinued
their efforts to isolate the bhattlefield. Un 9 Sepitember lediterranean Air
Comand informed the Yactical Mr Force that it would be respousible for
destroying enemy poraonnel and squipment south of a line Babtipaglia-
Potenza=Bari, while Stratezic wonld be responsible north of that line, PRoad
commnications used by the enenmy to reinforce his hattle Yines were to be the
main barzebs, Tighters on matrol over the beachhead did double duty. The
Planes were efuipped wibh bonbs, ond the pllots, receivinz their bosbing
instrichions while in f1ight, rould carry out their hombing and then proceed
to patrol duties. This system, which w=s used principally over 10 Corps arsa,
sometimes enabled the ¥JIT Adxr Buvporb Commnd to furnish air support within
10 to 30 minutes after ground troops had sent in thelr reguests, In gemeral,
I.owever, alr-ground cooperabtion was nob sabisfachory until Allied planes moved

to beses in Teoady. The land lines were unreliable, raps wars poor, chanzes

in bowb lner come in slowly, and, wivin regoests [rom ground droops had to be
senb Lo Bileily, tle planes often did nob a rive waiil four hours after bhe
22

initiaticn of the reguosi,

facticul recomnsis remce essentla 1 to cloge sunpord, srbillery fire, and
inkradey rdgsicre in the battle zone tite fwrpiched by P-41'g of the 111 Taobi-
cal Teconmalssance Souadron and the Brivish Spitfires of 225 Sgnadron. Unbkil
L oplus 3, taetieal recovnuignance vag carried out on a pre-arranzed basis with
& seb manber of pis<ions each day, b ofh<r 32 Sevberber bthe 111th opwreted
with ¥I Corps and 725 with 10 Corps. Fach sovadron carried out sbout gix mis-

gions a day.

L 3
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. As tte battle reached :'Ltsi:rii;* ae, the entire resources of NAAF
were shifted to direct aid of the Fifth Army. Fighter amd fighter~bombers
carried out more than 1,000 sorbies on patrel over the beachhead and off-
shore shipping and in borbipg and strafinz atbacks against targets of opportu-

o nity in the battle arza., A=36's and P-33's dropped 160 tons of howbs on
er emy vehicles, troops, zun pozitions roads, bridzes and marshalling yards.
The medium and heavy bombers dirvected their efforts at the roads leading into
the Salerno area md ab concenbrations of troops amd supplies in the Battivaglia-—
Eboli area.BB

The fary of the air assault was not abated on the 15th. NAAF planes of
all types flew zbout 1,400 sorties. To mame all the loecslibies hit would
Ygound like & miniatur ¢ Baedeker of the Salerno area,“39 but speclal emphasis
was laid on tje Dboli, Baﬁtipaglia, Avellino, and Avletba areas. The
gbragyering pressure of borbardment was kepb up throush the night of 15/16
Septerber. By the 16th it was apparcent thet the enemy courberabtack had
spent ilwelf, There were no great changes in positions, 't the reinforced
Fifth Army had consolidated its positions and was ready soon to go on the

Ifensive.

Durinz the oritical pericd all the plames of NAAR, Stratetical and well
as Tactical, were epployed in direct support of the land battle. OSome of the
planes of the otrategic Mr Farce borbed zo cloze to the front lines that an
error of a few hundred yards misht have spelled disasber Lo the Allied troops.
HAAF poured into tke tarseb area an average bomb density of 760 tons ver
asanare mle. How manv enemy trooos were killed by land based airoraft there

is no way of kmowing, but reporis indicated that over 300 vehicles were

destroyed md gome 200 damazed by fizkb er-bombers alone. The Naples-Salsmmo
. P V'WW _“ﬂ ;
et PRI,
PERTDENTER.
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roads and rallways were virtually ”c%@se‘d;‘ﬁo ‘E;E:e;i'i‘io as a result of heavy
Allied attacks, "Wever hefore," said Mediterrmean Air Cowmand, "have bombe
been employed on a battlefield in such Guantities or with such telling
efi'ect.“éo

Gererzl Spaatz felbt that the Salerno experience had demonstrated ™o
a greater extent than ever before the importance of 8ir Force flexitility
in orgarizabion end operations and the decisive effect which air power had
in combined onc:rations."m General Clark, the ground commamder, szld that
the air farces "conbributed much® to the success of the operations and "all
were most enthusiastie in their acclaim of the close and continuous swoport
which had besn given them by the Air For ces."42 General Sir Harold Alerxsnder
pointed aat more specifically thet:

The tremendous air atbacks added greatly to the morzle of tie

ground and naval forces and, in addition, have inflicted on the

enemy heavy losses in men and equipment. They have sericusly

interfered with his movements, interrupted his comrunications,

and wevented his concentration of the necessary forces to launch

larze scale attacks .

Although bare statistica can never convey the urgency of a desperate
battle sibuabion, the heroic efforbtsz of over-worked pilots f1ving in oramped
cockplbs, or the quality of performmce, they do convey some idea of the volume
of activity. From 1 to 15 September WAAF's fighters and bombers flew &pproxi-
mately 17,500 sorties in furthersnce of the BAYTOSN and AVALANCUD oparaticns,
They dropped some 10,000 tons of bowbs and claimed the destruckion of 220
vlanes in s r corbat for the loss of 90, During the foar oritical days NAAR's
pilots flew over 6,000 sorties and dropped 3,500 tons of borbs. Three~fourths
of these wmere flown by U.S, planes of tle Twelfth Air Force. Planes of the

Horthwest African Photogravhic Pecomraissmece ¥ing flew zbout 100 sorties and

vlanes of the Coostal Alr Force—-wnich ¢id not operate over the mainland=-

y 4 ¥
{ SR nONEY
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. flew sbant 400 sorties. Lt was an impressive record.

Putbing to good use the lessons learned ip Tuaisia and Sielly the
411%ed forges were ablie to cope successfnily with the first challenge of an
Al1lied invasion by hizh grade Germen troops. Tho vatbern of courber air force
operations develoned in previcus campaigns was mplied with minor modifica=-
tions to prevent serious inberference Lrom the enemv alr force., The efforts
to isolate the bettle area were succesaful for BAYTUN bubt not fa AVALANCHE.
Althongh the air forces athained congiderable guccess in their atbaocks om
marshalling yards and rollinz stock, the Germens wers able to mount a counter
abtack arainst the beachbead, The Allies had yel to learn how to isclate
an invagion arva where the eremy enjoyed better vositions, had reserves for
=inforcerent, and pocsesued alberrate mcang of commmication. In 2 negabive
nay Salerno taurht anobhcr lesson: the ubiliby of deceptive measures. There
was po suyrrise in Avalanche; it is now definitely knowo that the Germans
expeched the min lodin~sweuld be not in the Toe bub in the Haples-Salerno
arca, They had gevoral good reascns for believing this and the waticern of
Allied atbacks on radar gibes, commnications and airfislds around Waples and
Fogwia lent credence to thelr mspicions.M Hencefar th A1l amphiblous operations
in the Pediterranemm ~Duronearn thasters womld be preceded by deseptive horbing
and obhier devices caleulsted to orevens disclosure of the woint of invasion.
The lont distence of the Salerno beaches from airflelds in Sielly and the
fzilore b0 bring the lonbecorvine afrficld into opzretion underscored the
immor bance of rrpid a&rficld constroction imaydistely benind the beitlle 1ina,
Frobably the wmost iwportant lzuson of the Salarno cxperlence was tte demongbra-
bed abillty of alr vower Lo bo shifted anl mussed to rebrieve a desporale

groand situation, 2 lesson that waz bo be brought out with even greater clarity

. at Anzio.
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Efbor woatharin® the critical sbtaze of the Salerno landings the Kifth
Army seized the offensive apd pushked on bo Taples, On bhe eash coast the
Fivhth Lrmy advanced aed seized Foyria. Wwith Naplsa the 411ies had oae of
the best porbs on the wesh coush of Italy, =nd the nearby airiields provided
rmole bteses Par tactical supporb in tho pash wp the Tlalian peninsnla. On
the sashb coub they had the important pord of dari, and posscasion of the
ereat complex of ajr fields zroand Tozyia made wossibls a two way bowmbing of
Jermany,

A% 4o Cairo Confercnge in Movember 1943 the basle differences in
Bri Bah-fmerican strabozy were aired avain. Thy major ohjechives of the
Ttalian ca=mwai-m having been accomnlished, the Americ-ns recommended that no
aslitional overations be mounted in the Medlterranesu execept as a direct
supporting rove o bhe erosz—charmel invasion. The British favorsl a conbinued
ard zlle~out prosecabion of operabions in bthe ediborransan even, if necessary,
ot the exponse of OVRILAD, The decision at Calro was to conbtinue the build-
up for OVZEIOED and to conblnue the redeployment of troons from the 'editerranean
to England. The Bribish mede bthis concession apparently on the assarrbion
that Heome soon would be in Allied h:m@s.l

A month of fizhbing 43d nob produce tThe prize 50 dear to Charendill's
hearb, The Allied armles alvence? 90 a line jush norbth of the VYoltermnoe and
Sanzro Bivers and trere trey stonped, There was no Lack of heroie effort on
the part of A11ied rround forecs bub they were faced wibh an almost impossible

situsbion. The enemy was favored by difficult berrain, exceptionally wad
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waather, and strong defense positions in bhe Winbar and Gusbav lines. when

the Al)led chiefs met at Tunis on 25 December 1343 the advance had bozzed
down bub bhe Prime lMimister azain elaborated on the psycholomiecal immortance
of taking Home. In his opinion it would be folly to allow the campalzn in
Italy to drag on and to face the crosz-chzrmel oporabtion with a half-finished
and therefore dangerous gibuation In Ttalv. Generzl Alexander proposed mn
anphibious landing arosnd the enemy!s risht flank to conpel a withdrawal,

The Prime Minister saviorbed this orovosal strongly. Genarals Sisenhower
and Clark, thoigh approving the idea generally, doubted thet the two partially
skelebonized divisions that Alsxander provosed to use would be sufficient to
camry out the omerations successfully, Ancth r difficulbty was the shortaze
of landingz crafb. uctherrore Gensral Eisenhowsr peolnted out bzt the snzlo
attack mizht not compel a withdrawal from the front of the Fifth Army. The

enemy wizht choose to draw in reinforcemmts from outside Itdly and fisht

on both fronts. In th's surrise General Eisenhower was correct, for bhe
]

inmmediabe resuld of Anzio was a shalemate on two fronts insiead of one.

The key with which the Allied leaders hoped to unlock the system of
German defenses around Rome was a hizh hill mass called Golli Laziali, or
the Alban Hills. This promonctory guards Routes 6 and 7, the two main hizh-
ways by which the Gumstav Line was sunplied. The object was to land ab Anzio,
move inlmd %o capbture this point, ad thus to conbrol the enemy's cormmnications
to the main front. It was hoved that this end run would do awsy with two
bandicaps hitherto barrineg the Allied advance~—weather and terrain,

The 3HINGIE plans cdl led for three amphiblous landinzs around Anzio to
take plsce on 22 Janvary, Awrican and Briti sh troops, with follow-ups,
would total aboubt 110,000. Just before the lmding the Fifth Army was to make

o gbrong atback gzainst the Gustav Line in the hope of breaking throuch the

| T
Rive.
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Eu.d. Bizhth Arnmy was to make
a demonsbration in eastern Italy to vrevent the eremy's drawing reinforcemen .
Trom that sechor .3

The peneral tasks of the Allied air forces st Aanzic were essenbially the
game as zb Salerno, nanely, the destrucbion of as mich of the enemy's air
force ao poscibles the disruption of enemy suoply lines to the batltle ares
by altacks on commanicabions tarpets, this ftize in cendral and nortaerr Italy;
the mrovision of air wrotection for the assault convoys, the assauli, and
subsequent operations; and assistaice ho ground operations by alr atbacks.

Since AVALANCHZ imporbant changes had heen made in the orgenization of
the air foreces in the Hediterrsnean. In order o supplement and strensthen
the heavy bomber effart from England the Fifteenbth Air Force had been created
as of 1 Noveumber 1943. The creation of the Fifteenth as a Strategle Air Force
meant that henceforth the Twelfth woald in effect be a backliezl air force,
and tte heavy bombers of bhe Twelfth served as a nmuoleus from which the Fifteenth
was bullt. The Fifteenbh was to be employed primarily azainst barzets as
directed by C0o3, bub in the event of a tactical emersen ey the thester commander
wzs mthorized to use any part of the Fifteenth for purposes obher than its
primery mission. On 10th December 1943, Mediterranean Air Command was consoli-
dated with WALSF headgnarters to form the Yediterranecan Allied Air Forces.
Under the new arranterent LAAF would direct operrbions throush a single combined
operational skaff to assuwre real unity in planning and execubtion by the ALF
and RAF G;Zl.:a.rﬂemt.s.’jP

The Allied bowbing wogram for SHINGLE fell inbo three phases. During
tte prevarztory phase (1 to 14 Jamwary), railway commmictions in central
Italy were to de digrupted in order to limit the emewy's supply and reinforce-
mnt of the forward areas.

Operations in swoport of a cover plen were io be
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. carried out dlso. These were to conslst of atbacks on northern Itulian

73

taryebs to gimvlate a landing azainst a point north of Rome. During the
second vhase (15 to 21 January), an all-out effort was to be made to ixnlate
the battlefield. In the bhird phase, vhich exbended from D-day onward,
isolation of the battlefield was to be conbinued and close sunporbt was to be
fornished the greund trocps.

The bowbins in preparation for SHISLT was inaugurated on 2 Januwary with
a scries of atbaeits that had as thelr primary aim the furbheranse of the
cover plsm. Sevenby B-26's abtacled reilways and bridzes east of Tice, while
fi.f5y B=17's horbed tramsportation targebs in the Turin area. A~35's of the
12th Alr Support Commmnd raked over the docks ab Civibavecchiz. Tn addition
to the ar foree activity, landing craft and Troops were rather ostentatiously
gathered in thes Sardinia md Corsica areas to fosber the belief that an Allied
landing was imminend north of Bome, with Civitavecchiaz as the most likely
point of atback. During the rnext ten days of the first phase medium bombers
of the Tactical Bowber Force concenbtrated on the central Italian railway system.
Alitacks azzinst eremy airfislds were on a limited scale., Operations were
hampered by weather, bub there wzs no need for an all-cut blitz, for estimates
of the enemy's air ctrength eredited him with only ebout 550 operational air-
graft ocabb-red from southern Framce to Crete, Albogether MAAP flew nearly
13, 000 sordies in the first vhase of SHIT‘TGLE.S

During the second phase, the micsion of the air forces was to cub the
supply Llines to the babtle arez in o der %o wevent ounbter athacks., To
achieve destruction in depth a detaliled plan was worked out by the Taeiical
and Stratesic ajr forees. Bombers of Strategic were to besin with btarzebs

far to the north, while Tactical would operate as far north as Florence. As
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T=day approaches, both would move south_; wth Strategic concentrating in the
¥Florence, Pisa, Leghorn and Arezzo areas and Tacbleal working north of Rome
as far as Perugia. To prevent repzirs night bombers wonld be used. In
accordancc with this plan, B-17's of tho Fifteenth Alr Force flew arcund 600
sorties and medium borders of the lactical Air Force flew over 800 sorties
azainst transportation tarzets in the peried 16 to 22 January. As a rule,
the B~25's, eguipped with the Horden borb sight, concenbrated on railway
bridres, while B-26's were briefed %o attack choke points and marshalling vards.
A hizh dezrss of success atiended the efforts to isolate the battlefield.
T4 ghould be nointed oub, however, tlzt in an ares as lorze as I64ly and as
wall conbrolled by a strong enemy foree it would be wnreagonable o axvect a
perranent and total isolation by alr power alone, 3Bub on each of the four
Plret prioriby railway lines leading inbo the fnzlo ares there was at least
orne point of interdiction. The air planners had set wp nine points of primary
inportenee in the Iialian transportabion system~—-five bridzes and four mar--
aialling ysrds, By D-day the alr forces knocked out four of the bridres, had
made one of the marshalling yards miserviceable, and had damaszed the obhers,
The beaches around Anzlo were not izolated in the same senge tmt an ozsis in
the middle of the Sahara desert is isolated, bub they lay open to an invader
provided ke ot there duickly and with suflficient stren.ﬂzth.()

The Assanlt Period, 22 Jonuary ~ 14 “ebruary

The assaulb convoys began their Jouwrney from Naples before dawn on
21 Janvary. Fighter protectlon was the responsibility of the Ceaghtal Air
Force until the convoys reached Ponzlane Islamd. From that point to the
landing arez tle ZIT Adr Support Command took over. The convoys procesded

enbirely unmolested by the GAF. The pre-invasion atiacks on the enemy's long-
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. renge recormalosance base ab Fua i = “bre-kdowm of th Gegman radar
svsten denrived the enewy of any fre-imowledge of the invasion.

Diserbarkabion began at 0200 on the 2RdJ., Britisb troops, comprlcsing
an infontry divizion and suprortipng willlery and tanks landed north of Anzio,
and an Aumcricen Corps conciabting of infantry, Ranvers, ortillery, tanks and
obrer units ont shore 3o the smthecst of Anzio. Complete dactical svrprise
was achieved, and only token registence was encountered far several hours,
Thus favored, dreops and suppliss poared ashore and by nightfall the ports
of Anzio and Febtbuno were in Allied hands.

Before the end of D-day, however, the GAV did wiat it could to hinder
unlcadinz. Enemy fighters made 3 tardy avvearance sbout mld-wornipz and
carried oub about 50 sorbics before the end of the day. FEub the T3AF Lishter
patrol schewme prevented the Infbtwaffe from ser lously interfering with the
landinrs. Pabrols cover the beachhead and convoy area consisted of four Spit-
fires at 20,000 to 25,000 feet, twelve Spitfires at 16,000 to 18,020 feeh
(eight over the beachkesd amd four over the conwoy area), and sixbeen P-~40'g
ab 2,000 feet {half over the beachhead and half over the convoy ares). Jarrings
of enomy dirorait were given to the nmatrolling fighters from a eontrol ship.
Interception was then carried out vismally. Durinyg D-day XIT Air Suprord
Conmand's fishbters intercerted six enemy fizhter~borber missions and destroyed
seven plares and damased seven obher for the loss of three fighbera. RAF
Svitfires orovided spotling of mun fire for the Havy, and U.5. P~51l's gpotted
for Army zrtillery. As men and supplies were being unlosded, Allied medium
borbers sud fisbber-borberg atbacled road jupetions hehind the beachhead,
while the hesvies attacked rozd and railwsys in the Flerence and Rome areas
ard in the Liri Valley. These oserabions were inbewded to support nob only
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the rrphibloas asssult tut als ogithe c; enSI¥e on the main Fifth Army froumb,
To all, more tham 1,200 sorties were flovn by AF in support of D-day
operationa .8

Cn D plus 1 and 2 the same scheme of defensive mabrols whs veed as on
D-drye The high degree of air suweriorliy wade ib possitle ta evolve a
mitern of onerstions tlet mede the fighters a triple threat. Each patrol
flew 5o the beachhead a few minubes br fore its pabrollinz period began and
dropped borbs on suitable targebs wnder cover of the vatrol it was relieving,
After completing their watrol sasignment the fighters would strafe enery
vehicles or obher bargehs, depending on their supply of ammunition.q

Witk no formidable opposition either on the ground o in the air » Allied
seound troops occupled a beachhead seven miles deep 2nd 15 miles long within
three days, Trom this position they wishh tave driven inland and seized their
objetive, the hizh srovnd areund Colli Laziali, tab thinzs were not oing
well on e main F0th Army frovt. In ten days of bloody battle the Fifth
Lomy hed not been able to break through the Gustav Line, and there was little
hope of an early junction with the forces put ashore at Anzio. Furtherrore,
the enemy was row bringins reinforcenats to bear a=zsinst the heachhiead, Hzd
tne snzio forees pushed far inland they wight have been cut off fronm supnlies
and equipmat . It scemed betbter Lo consolidate wositions within the beach-
heads By 2 February the eremy's forces in the assmlb area probably exceeded
flve divisions.lo Amgiret snch & foree the outnurbered troops in the beach-
bead were unable o take the offensive.

During the early days of Anzio the enemy air farces mede fairly regulay

though not highly saccesxsful abbacks szainst chivping ard troops in the beache

head with 50 or 60 plares. Then sudcenly on 29 Janvary 110 enemy planes
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. gtbtacked. Thiz was the heaviest enemy zir abtbtack since the landings in
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Sicily in July 1943, It was mde poscible by the transfer of two JU B8

sroups from Grecce end Crete and by the return of a nuvber of bombers that had
been woved out of Ttoly in Deecrheor and early danveny. Alr recomnaissance
vevealed zbout 170 epery [ishbers and werhavps 200 long-range bombers in north-
nasth Italy, most of them locsted on fields in the Udine area,

MAAF accordinzly plamned a series of counber measures. On 30 January,
bhe day after the biv enemy raid, the Fifteenth Air Force carried oub o abtback
that showed real inzermity. A force of 200 B=17's and B-24's took of £ and
flew st normal altitudes so as to be vlotted by enemy radar. After the borbers
had left, 60 P-47's weab out over the Adriatic and flew very low so as to
sxeere belpne plobted on the radasr sereens. when thev overbook the bombers,
they clinbed high and headed for Hhe harget ares. Arrivineg 15 minutes ahead
o the borfiers they czucht the enemyts fighters in the act taking of £ and
asgerblint for corbat., Haviny fluched their zame, the P-47's moved in for
e Wills Thiriy-six cnemyr Pighters were shob down and six were o obably
desbroyed in the air. The borbers then came and almost without opposibtion
dropped 22,000 fraguentztion borbs on the airfiells. Photos taken durint and
after the attack indlcabed 77 alrcraft destroyed or damaged on the sround.

The cmemy aireraft shob down by the borbers and escorting P-38ts brourht the
et g} degbruction to sbout 140 enemy planes. lore sirerait were destroyed and
further damages were done in a follow-up raid on 31 January. In addition to
the heavy atbacks in the Udine area, Strabezic Alr VPorce also struck at enemy
airfields &t Lavariro and Avieno in Ttaly and Klagenfuri in western fustriz.
Followinz these counier sir force crverations the enemyl!s air activity wasg on

a reduced seale althoush small nurbers of his plancs continued to strike at
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and bankse Heavy bombers, as

in the critical days =% Salermo, were ¢mploved in all=cut direct suorwrt. They
diri obed their efforts ¢t the communicabions lines fzedinz the Rome zrea,
Feneral Clark, who wag highly cribieal of certain phases of air operations in
the Mediterranean, seid that "reoorts frowm the bLeachhead showed that ‘bl:efe men
had becn vastly eneomrazsd by ...6kat concentrabion of dlose sappor’c..“ﬁjAt tha
end of the [irst day the ensmy hnd made only slizht 2ainc.

The Ogrwans made a nizht atback on the 16th znd then on the 17tk unleaghed
the full fury of their assaulbs. By mid-morniny the 311ied troops were [ighting
desperatbely Lo hold the last lime, the oriinal D-Gay beachhead about seven
miles from the woter. Comranders vent amonc the fronb-line troops exhorting
the~ not to give an inch, Cominst to the aid of the hard-precaed infantry the
alr forees rained desth and destruction on the cueny, Over 200 pircrafts of
all types dropped almowh 1,000 tons of bombs on front line positiorns, This
represenbed the greacest coneantrablicn of oir powsr in direck masaxtk ol 2
mromnd ackbiva in 2 sindls day up to that biwe, The hoavies conecentrated on

L

¥
Pa

voad Packlonss the Liskt »md pedion bogbers hib command posbs, durras,
caplacernts and ausenbly aress. Fighbers fJew the wsual beochhicad vatrols.
Labzersation of epeny crisoness revenled bimt the dlose supporb opirabions had
a vury adverse affech on the morale of ememv broops who had been led bo believe
hat ey enjoved alr svreriority. Duwring the nitl the Wellingtons kst up
bhe athack on cnesy-beld bowns wnd roxds radiating from the bridsshead,
Fivutin: condlousd desnerately on 1% Tebrawrr. &% several volnts a break-
throuta scoped immlcent snd in some cases bhere wes hand to hend fisthint,
The bitter strazcle was fontht cub under an overcssh sky that mevented a

repebibicon of air mappord on dhe secale of the eraviows day., edium and heavy
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. bombers were wovented by woabhor fgﬁx ;
tombers £lyint 144 asorbies save seffective <unport asainst enemy banks and
infanbrye “he Dull wei b of the cwoerlor Allied srtillery was brouthh to the
aid of the infantry zlso. The heaviest onslau hb came late in the day, but the
bagt efforts of the cnemy were not good znowth. In the eveniaw the fizhting

14
baran o slacken.

Dw ing the bewmorary 1ull in the fishting, VI Corps troops reessablished a
1ine of Aefense and restored comrunications between unibs. The enemy made ome
gore shremicus effort on the 19th, bub avein the Allicd line held. Bad veather
amin orevimbed the heavv borbers from malkine their vrezence feld in the beacih~
noesd, but nearly a hundred medloms dropoed 3 heavy concenbrabiom of 20-1b.

o

fraywentabion borbs on enewr troops oxd supply dumdpse Lizhd bosbers and fi~hber-

X

bosbers mainbained = gonbinvsl abhack asainst troops concentrations, tanxs,
vehiclea, and strons ooinbs. By the evenln? of the 19ih it had breome aovarent
1

voat YT Coros nad browen the hack of the abiack Hitler ordered. ’

The atberpt to erase the Anzio beachhead failed desoite the fact that the
%er an drlive had started with many advansazes in its favar. The dermans had
nearly 10 divisions bo the Alliss! five; thelr broows were fresher and they
keld bebber nosibions. From the areas arcand the boachhead they wares sble Ho
look down the throabs of Allizd Eroops and to subject them to mereilsss artillery
Tire. The congested bezohhzald sresmbed an exoallent Lar i for enewy bombers.
Yeb with a1l these advanbazes the Formens could not win., The reasons wers
geveral: &11ied supericeiby in artillery and sworemacy in airvower, bbhe inability
of thy enemv to ewoloy his tznks in rasszg, the breakdonn in enemy morale, and,

wouh imporsant of all, =round trocps that refused %o give un.

In the lony run the Anzio orvration vwaid off handsomely, bub before resulbs
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. conld e achieved the force had to be tailt up to mors than six divisions.
Tn the short run no primary chjecuives were zained, and the Fifth Armv was now
raced ith stalemabe on two fronta instead of one. In addition %o its commit-
ment to a front exbendin~ from sea to sea across the Tbalian peninsala, MAAF
was corwritked also ko ths defense of troops and supplies concenbrated in a
narrow, erposed beachhead.

Tn undertakinz the Anzio lmnding with what was recognized as an inadeouabe
Tarce the Allied commnders relisd heavily-~boo heavily--on air superlority so
sae them throuzh. Aonarently they did not comprehend—-or choge to linore—-
the Iialtstions of air vower., The fact that bad weabher Js capable of retarding
or altorether sboppinz ailr operations was not taken into account sufficiently.
Furthermore, zir powsr was nob always employed fo Ibs maximm advanbage.
General Arnold pointed oub, for oxample, that the alr foresg did nob alwavs
concentrate thedr avallabls alr power so ag to hib seleched areas with sustained
masa abbacks. Filzht oncrations, which are necessary for sysbemabic and lasting
isolation of the battleficld, should have been employed on a ereaber 3{:31&.16
This was ono of the major lessons of fnzio. An effective dselation of the
babble srea cannot be achieved unless Tines of comrmmication and troops and
suuply movemenhs ars attacked around the cdlocks. Also, any rupture in the enewy's
defenses achieved by large scale air sapport must be followed up and exoloited
irmediately by the ~round forces. There is zn old Army doctrine tbhat a
demolition o be effechive must be defended. This would apply to demolitions
by air forcos as well as artillerv.

Cn the positive sidc, it chould be recoznmized that the landing at 4ngio
was possible only because the Allies possessed superiority in the air. The air

forces made it porsible for the Alliss to Jand without serious inberference.
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LHL OR053-0HANGRE THY ASTON s VRUTTTION

Oneration SHINLY may be considered the last major commibment to the
policy of encirclewusnt, After th: transfer of General Tiscnhower to Enrland
ond the cetablizhment of Supreme Headowariers Allied Exmedibiomary Force (SHAUT)
in Janusry 1944, there could be no doubt thab the American strabezy of the
approach direch held the uwover hands henceforth 0721070 was to have unguesbioned
oriority. Ttaly of course remeined a heavy commitment amd another larsce
amphilblous invazlon was to be mounted froa the Yediterrancan, Bub ths of fensive
to Rome and bevond was auvbhoriszed meinly for the purpose of assaring the success
of OVELLRD and the landing in Southern France wes considered an imoortant bub
subsidiary phase of Hhe main landine in Nermandy. "3ith operation OVEHIORD the
Avericans finally rsached the strategic zoal toward which they bad been striving
since the berinnint of the war.

& negessary wrolimivary to the eross-channel invasion, as for 211 amphiblcus
operations, was thz establishment of air wuperlority. In a broad sense all
the stratezic bombiny carricd out by the RAF and ALF from bases in the United
Kingdom may be considered as contribubint te this end.:L Until 1944, however,
the strabtesic bombing was carried out with the broad zeneral objective of dis=
Lloontint the Derman industrial system. It was nob until 13 February 1944 that
the €05 iszued a directive that shifted ths emohasis to vhe one specific objective
of destroying th: German Alr Force by all means availab].e.z

Meamshile, in Hovember 1943, the Fiftcenth Air Yorce had been greated to

carry out gtratezic bombardmnt from bases in Italy. To coordinate the

orerations of the Eirhth and fifteenth Mr Forces the U.S. Strategic 4ir Force
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. rroper erplowment of streberio ﬁ%‘ orees in bprenarstion For OVERLOND. There

vEs leneral adrcement Lt there vonld be s wosram of bombina transportabion
tartets to prevent the woviny of reinforeements into Lhe battls arez and o
isolate the bsttlefield, The dissgrooment ceme over the method to be cmoloved.
The wrovran Jaid down by AZAT and advocated by Lei~n-1ellory and Air Chief
Tarshal Tedder, Devoty Surreme Allied Coprsnder, called for & lone term

prodramn of attrition by abtacks on vail centers in French and Bdleisn sowmns
vhigh vould destroy msrshalliny yarde, stations, repoir shovs, locomotives,
rolling shock, ebtec. This plan was opposed by Grneral Spaatz, Commnding General,
USSTAF, snd Ailr Chief Varshall Herris, of BAT Bawher Command, sho advocated
interdiction, that is, line cutbing, strafins, bridee breakin:, and the de~
struction of a few Tocal points. Such a progranm .ould be carried out immediatelv
befare the dnvasion and in the reanbine the heavy boxbars could be wrofitably
emoloved azainst other tlan transportetion tarzeta. On 5 March Spaatz sub-
mitted to Fencral Eilsenhower @ plan callin: for atbacks agzinst the enemy's

0il and rubber industries. Speatr felt that the bombins of tlzse two vital
indus bries would wesken the whole German econony and s.ould so disrust troop
movenents that the cnemy mizht tive up altogebher. The battle of inberdiction
¥s. attrition raged throuzh most of Msrch., The divided counsels did not run
alons nationsl lineg hub criss-crossed bebween them.

Time wau growinr short and a decision had Lo be wade, The metter was
finully breou~ht %o a head ab 2 comfercnce nresided over by General Bisenhower
on 25 Yarch. BAroumenis on all sides of the que-tioned wers aired, Ceneral
Eisephower drove to thz heart of the mather by nointinz out that the first Tive
or &ix weeks of OVIPLULD would be the moab critical. "The mresbest contribution

that the air forces conld make," he said, "nas that they should hinder enemy

v
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AP3-96, Chap, VI 28

way cenbers bubt bhey did cease zebive oopposition.

On 14 forid General ZFisenhoner took over commend of the stratecio air
ferees in sawport of OVERIOFD. The dircctive he issuwed three days later called
for the destruction and disvuvbion of the cnemy's rail communications,
"particulerly those affectiny the enemy's movemenbs toward the OVERIORD lodzrment

10

aran.n

Main Festures of the OVERLCFD Air Plan

“hile the oll=fransnortaticon controversy was razxing the oir plans Yor
OVINEOWD were beint propareds. The ovirall adr plan issued 23 Aoril called in
gereral for the atbainment and maintenance of an alr situzlion in which the GAF
would be imcapable of interfering with the Allied landinge. In accordance with
the fanmilizr tatborn developed in the Mediberranean theaber the vlan made pro=-
vision for a weliminery thase, a preparabory rhase, and an assanlt phase.

Tn tho rirst vhase, ladch extended from D minvws 50 to D minus 30, comnbter-zir
forcw op-rationc and reconmmeissance vere to receive the min emphasis. In

the gecond vhase A bomhint vrosrem was Lo be carried ouwb wilh Lhe followinz
prioritizss (1) the GAF, (2) stravevic railway oenters, (3) sclected coastal
babberies, ard (4) airlields within 130 mile radius of Oren. Thring bthe assaall
phAaze the missicny of the adr for ces would consist of rrohechion for the convoys,
droppinzy of paratroops, wrobteetion of the besches and curpart of meoun troops.
Ire the post-assaulb phase the wain basks of the air forces were o delay the
movernt of cncry relnforcemmnbs into ths invasion area, o sunport the ground
forces, =nd to provide air tmnspc:"t.ll

Af%er bhey had boem furnished the ovuerall air plan the varieus components

of ATIF aorked out the details of their individual missions. Some of the

. N " k: ,Ql»‘: i i'ng"f o e —:“',:"'Zﬂ( ‘;Wf{?:-
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. T
Wff{
. terviesh roesnonaibilibics in{;s?".ﬁiéo?*) £211 uoon the U3, Winth Alr Force .hich
published its olin on 26 Aoril, Some idez of the size and comdlexity of the
whole op-ration way be sainud fron the fach blab bhe babble plan of the 1srgest

taotical adr force ever to opurrbe as a urlh cochbadrs d 1,200 niges of L34l
12
<, To 20 s dnelnded over 100 zaps and chiartd.

Dapdny e preliminary whadse, IX Soaber Toomand would devobe ilc abtenhiion
Lo bLraininz and to abtbackint ralluay cenbevs, rodot-borb inchallstions, air-
fie3ds ard eoazal bolberlze,. These toeks would De cort inmed Ghe ovih Ghe
mwrenarahory fhase and the 2ddibional mission of neulralizing alr fields within
130 miles of Csem snd seleched radar steblons would @lso be assumed. Toe TX
Tiehber Co+remd had bhe task of providing escort for bowberss, poriorming
reoomaissance, and cwrrying oot olfensive sweeps over Irancsz. Conblauocas day-
Lichb mabrol wver the coovoys wns o be provided by six Zeowrs of P-3203, two
Ipom bhe Hinth ond four Drom the Sichth Alr Fores., Turiny the asuaalt vhase
five sroups of Peif1p wonld [1v hiph cover over thes beaches, Tuo P=32 sroups
and four P=47 srouna uonld bonb anumy an vabberies besinning abous H-hour.

Five fighber zroups woald be held in readicess as a2 reserve fightins striking
13
Lar oo,

The beavy bombers of the Sl fith Afr Corce arnd HAF Dorber Conand had
Imoertant assimmonbs in the nlans for OVERLOYD.  After Jonz debate it had
basn decided bhelt the heavies could best conbrlbabe to the sueeess of OVIILORD
by extensive railvoad bosunrdmens o rim. PAF Borber Cous.nd assumed a larce
share of tke brannpordabicn csvmal-n. Bevinains T winus 4 the Uishéh Alr
Topee wag to conbinue atbacky gradinet transporbation and airTizld tar1ods in

novtiern Trance and was bto instivunbe 5 geries of blows aralnut coasbal defences,

concentrating on those in the Pop de Calals, in furtherance of the Cover plan
N e 2. »,
. s LRI - o g
#‘&"
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§

¥
. o sutrest lendings in that ares. UConssrvation of borber shrenith for D-day

rag to be effected by the cmoloyment of only 50 por cent of the available
14
shrenzth ezch day.

4 hidhly controversizl featwrs of the OV:RLOLTD alr plwms called for
gaburation bombing of the larding beaches. The Aalr commsnders Zoubbed the
efficacy of such an ablugk agsingt casemabed cnemy batterdies, strons voinbs,

1
and beach obshacles. ’ The gromwnd comnanders, however, sainbainsd thab such
an ablack would buve sn Adverss 2ifeet on znemy werals and would prevent the
orevis from manning their runs. Faced wibth thege arouments the air forces
amrced 0 earryv oab the atbock. To avold desd crotees that would hinder the
“1avenent of wroooss and vebieles oo thzr besches 100-1a. demolibion and fraomenta—
bion Gowbs were Lo Le used exeeot for sbtronz polnbs and aress where crabers
would ot dunede the movement of zround Forces. To mrovide a comfarbable
marrin of safely for qround Lroops, final vlang orovided that bosbines cease
five mimbes belore touchdown If visusl comditions wevalled, and 10 mimtes ,
i skios vere overcast. This would allow a safebty zone of aboab 1,000 ;.ra::'ds..lD

In oddition to its besch saburabion rlssion on D-dav, The heavy bombers
o7 the Yi-hth were to carry cvd three obher mizsions directed at the severancs
of commnleations linzs bebween bhe beachhead defenders snd raserve elements
vith tarzebs comsisting laraely of road chokepoints around Caocn apd sevsrzl
umall Wormandy towns,., Leixh-Mallory ordered these missions to hinder German
nilitary moveuncnts bovard the imvasion area, Spaabz criblcized the plan for
D-dzy emrloynert of the herwvies on the round that it wos too inflexible,

T chsarbed 211 resources available #nd lefd nobhing to orovide for chanzing
battle conditioms, The bombinr of French towng Sveats cribicized as being

nob only inbuman bub unlikely to have amy sroroeizbls on the babtble, Leizh-

. P LY L ol Y
4 5

TR O *
m

-3




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

O T A A o . i
AB-06, Chrp. VI R S A " 91
2
MRt e s LERE S .
. allory, threatening to resizn as alr com-&'-mger in chief of OVENLOZD, had his

way; Generals Spastz and Doolitble, however, were allewed to drop leafls’ns
on all French toms near tke coast warnint them of imoending bombings .1

Prior %o D-day nircraft of the VIIT Fighter Command were to ergage in
nrwal escort operzbions. Un D-day four P-32 jroups were to fly hizh cover
with the Hinth Air Parce. P-~47'5 and P-5L's were assisned missions in sunpord
of vombher ovarzbions consistiny of consbant air patrols Lo the front and flanks
of thz beachhead area, Strafing misslons were zsgisned on compleflon of nabrols.
Parzet prioribies for these strafin: missions were rail tronsportation, road
transporbsbion, ammnifion dumos, troop concentrations, and airfields. Another
D-day comitment of bhe VIIT Fishber Command was to protect RAF borbers and
IX Troop Corrier Commund transnorts vilthdrawing from ’w"z-:s.nce,-.18

A1 dnvasion vlans rosbed on the assumption that the 41lies enjoyed over-
wholminy alr supcrioriby. Although pre-inveasion estimbtes underrated the Mazi
air gtrentbh, bhis ascurnbion was fondament21ly somnds On the eve of the
invagion the combined shrongth SIF and RAT in the Upibed Kingdom was over 10,000
corbat ajreraft, sxclusive of trsnscort and troop carrler planes. HRoughly, she
breakdown was as followss 3,500 heavy vowbers, 1,500 medium, light, and torpedo
bowbers, and 5,000 ,ficzhters.lq Fecords dizcovered 2lber the invesion indicated
that the Germans had over 3,000 fishbers and bombers available for combab.

A113ed air forces allobed for dlrect particlipabion in OVERLOD were under
the opcrational comnand of the Air Commandsr-in-Chief, AEAF, who coordinated
shratetic and bachical epcrationg under the zeneral direction of the Supreme
A1lied Commander. Control of the backiecal ajr forers was exercised by

Commander Advanced Allicd Tinedibionary Alr Yorge tlroush the Coubined Goerablona

Eoom and the Cowbined Control Cember, located st Uxbridee, Fngland. The Coxbined
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Control Center controlled nll fin .ﬂter opzrations and ispued instructions for
fighber and borber operablons zs directed by the Codbined Opsrations Room,
Advonecod ABAF dealt direchly with the overall ground commander, Field Marshal
Yonlgowery, vhose 21 Army Group established at Uxiridoe an slemend to relay
Fround force requests and to provide information helpful in the development
of effective air-sround coordinebion,

Tizhber cover inm shinminy lanos was conbrolled by three fighter direction
tenders under the orders of the Corbined Conirol Centber. One tender operated
in ¢hieminy lanes in conjunction with a share station in ¥nyland. The obher
two controlled beach alr cover, one beiny in each task force area. This
lzbior funation paosed to corbrol cenbers on the conbinent once they were seb
nn,

Ay mapport poriics were to lard with each resimental combat team. By
mems of VIF and FF radio sebs they btransmitted thelr reoussts to Corbined
Control cember throuvh the st Army Group Cnerations Room located abt Uxhridge.

This sysbem of cotrol necessarily involvad a2 hizhly complicated commmni-
caticns and simnals Seb-ane  The overall adr plan provided for shin=to~shora,
point to poink, and round to sir siemalz. The derlivabive nlzans of lower
headquarters contained siznal mmexes bulky with bewildering dekail. An air
representative was to be aboard each of the 7ive headouarbers snins scheduled
bo accompany ths Initlal landins foree to advise agsault comnanders and 4o
direct Allied aircraft to targebs in the Channcl or on the beaches. Heouests
orizinablng in the Task and Assavlt Fores Flazshing were ~iven to the Air
Azpregentabive cmbarked and were tranamitbed directly to Uxbridse; those
orilgingsing in the fesauld Force Flazshine wnere monitored by ths Task Foree

Flazship. ALl regwessts were filbered in the 21st Army Group Operations Room
cay :‘ . :"‘.a- R 7;‘: };J‘?EA&;\
TN,
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. lorgse mambers csrecially afher B fivhbers bezan te drop belly tanks on

gballed trains and to veb ther aflre by strafing.

Tn Yoy also the alr Lo ces wdertook vhat proved to be a btrilliently
snecess ful campaimn cdnst bridgcs. In ite bezipning Lhere was sowe Jdoubh
poncerpivy the fecpibility of attackins bridses. Thise doubbs were sweot
agide by mn exverimabal abbacikk on 7 IBy. Using 1,000-1b. bombs eizhb P77z
of the Ninth Air Fores demolished 2 railwey croscint over the Seine near Vernon.
&n exbensive inberdietion wrovram vas then prepered :hich ¢alled for the cubbinz
of all bridves un bhe Seinz o Monmbtes and urn the Todre to Blois and ab cribical
noints in the sowpalled FPapis-Orlssns can stretehiny bebween the two rivers.
forviderzbions of seseeiby mads ib necessery to reserve the Toire bridzes
unkil D~dzv, The tridges over the Selne led to the Pas-de~lalals as well as
Hormundv,

The cammaimm asaingt bhe Scing brides opened on 24 May. It soor bacame
clear that in bridze bresking Lhe B=26 was the choice weavon, The best come
bingtion way somethinz liks lhis: B~26'g dromoing 2,000-1b. bombs, P=i7is
Jivine with 500-1b. bonbs, and Lyphoons firine rocked vrojectiles. By
D~day 2 line of imberdiction zlonr the Seine had bemm cffectively established,
To keen the brid=os belos Paris imnassable Varsuders, Thunderbolbs, Lishtnings,
ard Typhoons hombed round-bhe -clocl,

By D~day the Alliud adr forccs had drovoed a bohal of 76,200 tons of borbs
on trangrortation borctetes 7L, 000 on rall conters, 4,400 on bridzes, and 500
on oncn lines. fhat the railwoy crmmalm cericasly Interfered with the enemv's
‘ability to move in relnforcermnts there esm be no doubb. Bebwgen 1 Yarch and

+ 6 Junz reil traffic declined 60 ver cenb. In the Bezion Nord, bhe area most

heawi 1y borbed, dhre: ‘owbhs of the norral trs7fic was knoeted off the rails,
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. In sencral those who lpd favored ivberdiction all elone sscribod Phe favorable

rognlby of She ecarnesin to that forms of borbins, vhile the advocsbes of
abbrition were cerbain trat rzil center attacks hrd accuplished the job.
Trterrozation of German comenders threw 1iille livht on the subjset for they
held ooinions guite as vnried ag the A11licd comwanders, I is possible to
ngintain, of cowrse, that since the objech of the cammaivn weg successfully
achieved I wmakes po difference which method was the more effective. 1%

shoold be borne in mind, however, that the Allies coald afford the luxury of
evperimanbine wikh bobh methods beecaevse they enjoyed overwhelminr alr sveorisrity.
In futwre operations cuch a wide =marcin of z2ir strength way nobt be available
and a choice of mebhods mey lave to bs rede. A cereful weisiint of the evidonce
gecrs ko declare unednivecally in favor of inberdiction for by thet methed more

24,
drelvive resulds were acdhieved with zrecber scononmy of eifort.

Hewtralirotion of Gerran Alr Basel

The seneral vealeniny of German alr power and the czmmeisn to reduce the
Formien Civhber foreo had been carrisd cul unler the POTUIZLANK and ARFININT
ororrerd aad bod reached a olimax esvly in the sprine of 1944« The zuccesgful
aceoubion of bthesc wotrass did nob mean, of course, the bobal vanauisbment
of the GAF. A monith or so before the invaslon tha Allies eubimated thot the
derrans obil) had around 900 alreraft, inelnding 450 Lombers bhet might be
wied avalngt e invadors. Ho Harzet io pore vulnorsvle Lo an ajlr sitack than
2 lor o saobiblions foree snd cven o depleted aldr force yry be eapabls of
Inf{licting roavy damnze on such 1 Harrsel, Altheozh the Germans kad moved most
of the ajroratfh from the 100 £ficlds within a 350 mile radius of the landin-
Tendies, dhoge Diclds could bhe utilized on an emer~eney oasis In an atbtopmb

wo shop an amphibicas assanlt. Turtheruore, exverience ivd shovn theb the

o 3 g 2ira gy, e
i [, _§ vy M‘ﬁx % ﬂ“w‘ **T‘?

&
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Garmans would nue thelr denlebed alr pover in ap enbilrely offensive role and
their firhtors were capable of opcrobing from tattored fields and nesrly-ruined
instaliabions.

In the face of these oircumstonces the masber plan for redweinr the thraat
of Interference from the GAY ralled for 3 three-fold mrogram: cordinued
molieine to keen ths Iufbwaffe In a feeble conditions heavy bonber invasions
deen into Germsoy just before and just afber the invasion to discourave the
sendiny of zir reinforcements bo France; and a three-day blitz on French afr
fields around Caen imrediately wrecedins D-day, Adrfields within a radius of
130 miles of Caen were desimmated Arca I while those beyond this ares bub still
within 35C miles of Caen were desitnaoted Area II. In Area I, 8 airfields were
aggiined to RAF Bomber Gommand, 12 to ABAF, and 20 to Eishth Alr Forces In
Area 1T, 59 airfields were assisnsd to the Tishth and Fifteenth Air Forces.25

The tre-invaclon bombint of ajrfields way innusurated by the Finth Adr
Torea on 11 Yoy, 3By D-day, 34 sirficlds in Area I were abtacked by 3,915
Allied alrcraft with the resmlt thet 4 alyfields were vlaced in Catezory BAM
(cormletely destroved) and 15 in Cabexorv "BW ( severely damszed, further attacks
warrapbed). Of a tobal of 6,7.7 tons, 3,197 were drouned by the Ninth Air
Toroe, 2,632 by the Eichth Adr Force, and 692 by the FJ&F.%

Thara cer be lisdlc doubt that the adr Meld campaisn accomplished its
wain chjesbive ‘hich was to denvy the enemy serviceable hoges within =ood
gtriking diztance o7 the beachhezd, GOnme of the most remrkable facts about the
whole invasion was that the GEF did nob make a gintle daylizht abtack azainat
the Allied foroos in the Chanoel or on the beaches. This achisvemerh was the

reoult not enly of the air fisle campaion b also the cummlative effects of

the courter=air force camonizn And esvmecially the missions of the Fizhth Alr

EEE
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Torce avainst vital Corman indw brISE which preventod tlhe Germans from shiftins
27
their airpover Drom the industirial heard of Germany wo the invasion bezches,

Ahbacks on Coasbal Defenses

COng or the thinys thet awove $he A1lled lenders most anxiety dn the
plapninz of (FFLOD was the roch vauwnbed Ablopiic walle 45 they were con-
structinr she hideous wass of shore defenses the Gernans develoned the hablb,
23 one wribcr has sa;% s of "mouring a new rumor of imorematility viin each
bucket of concrabe.? The A13ied vlanrers were nob taken In by those romors
bub the Ablantle Wall could nov be discounted anbirely and eviry precauition bad
%0 be baken to refuce lbs ¢ffectivencss.

Of partioular convern to the AAiss were e coastal Labtcries clong the
Ablandic Lcll, each ol shich bad vwo bo oix cuns rangdn: in caliber fpeon 10570,
L0 400mv. The batiorios were camouflozed, well-located, tnd encascd, so it wos
believed, vith sheel and ;oncr:he. Lobthing shoet of a direet Wit could

o
nestralice cuch 2 NGARON, In view of these clroumsbances OVIILO D plans wnbil
A il 1944 43d nob call For alr force ackion unbil D-doy ah which time I6 was

oped tladb by briogin a2 continucuas baavy volunie of alr and navel fire 4o besr

e}

s
2

bphe eneny defences oould b2 rondered ineldectosl derin Ghe cribical stz
the sssauli, Tarlng the soring of 1944, howerear, both the Aymy and lavy Goan

~

%0 briny preosure om She aie Jorezs Yo abbemph o rnoublralize tke cozob babberics
befare Dwdaye Th other servicus vodnsed oot Uuat bed warther mizhl mrovs
or ol dewd hEodee Sun Lt minabes sabwalluv ol vun posihlong. WP, i Aped,
it 2oy diseoversd B w el 3 U he rmjor consbad balleries I lbe luvaslon
arcé mad not e eviscabed and thele Lds tad nob yeb boun (lbtud, Whs alp

30
foress agrecd to bry Lo Lnechk thew oub.

In bhe soudecreosdlery coasglin, %4 in 11 obhor ore-iavasion oparybiors,
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. Secariby was a major concorn. In ord:r roé to chow srecial interest in the

Dormmdy batberies, tuo barsgobs cutside the invasion are? weve chosen for every
3L
cne ingide ih.

Tne counber-babtery capvalgn uas opened on 13 Aprll by nediam bomh .rs
(A-20'3 =nd B-29's) of Bhe “inth Air Force and Second Taebical Alr Force.
Duping torll the 8 unconpletved batteries inside pius 16 uncomeleted caes out-
zide the invasion arca were abbacked. In lav the mediums were joined by the
heavies of TA¥ Bovber Comand and the Bithbh Alr Forco. Atizcks wers continued
vith 2 orescedo up bo U-day; on the day bsfore the inwvasion 5,904 tons of bombs
end 495 sizby vound rocket proisctiles wers wnloaded on coastal bstheries in
the inwvasion nrea.

Tn addition ko the we=in asion bombing the coastil badtsorics were oub-~
jeebad to intsnse gir and naval bordbaridment on and after D=Jas. It became
difficalt therelfore bo zeparate for varnoses of assessment the damage of wro-
lowusion from the damate of the agnaalt and follow-un nericds. It aprears,
howaver, bhrt reladtively few gun esvlacruats were deslroyed bv the pre-invasion
atbacks. Bat not to be overlooksd were the effests of wnbalancinz and dislocabicn
gang and tke demoralization of corews. Here, as in all shasaes of the war, the
camalative effects of aly supsriority mist be kert in mind, Thne Abluanbtic wall
was breached not only because of bovs alwed directly ab in out also because
the fortification wers far frow cornlete on D-day. A sherbave of materials,
die bosh t0 nroduchtion znd tran soortabion dflficwlties, hamvered all forbifi-
cation work. A skeorbate of cement, which tezan 4o aprear during ihe winter,
was gresbly azwmravaied by the bransporbation capal =;n.32

Anobher importont pre-invaslion task of the air forges was to neubralize

the very inbricabe and hithly efficiemt sywsiem or enery radar coveraze. Toe

. NI TR T ”a?%
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commbments and with the excenticn of the famcas 1-w level athtack on Floestl
in Auvust 1943, were unable to lawach an exwensive cammaien. It will ke re-—
called tlet Ceneral Eisenhower's decision on 25-26 larch ip favor of trans-
portation did not entirely mle cub an oil camnaisn, nrovided favorable
mmmmmMﬂwwmdeMmhm.AlﬂﬂemmmmwnmdthMMmm
snbernrohotion of direcsives coald caslly provide such ovvortmnibties. Gensral
Fisenhowsr's directive of 17 April bto the Strateric Air rorces zave firss
priority to the desbruction of the GA¥. Did not the 23 uss oil vrodncis and
wmld not attacke on oll torgebs for ce the GAF o come up and fight? General
Sraokz conterded all alont thew would. At any rabe ib was worbh trying.
Besides the synbhetic refinaries presented o good tariet for they were grouped
borether in cenbral Germany.

With Oonerol Slcenhowerts verbal consent the oll camcaisn was opgned on
12 Yav when more tuan 200 heavies borbed syntheble oil plents ot Twickau,

Verseburz-Leuna, ar Lu+?eﬁdorf ant other oitiez. Severe demaze —.as inflieted

on the refineries anc, as had been hoped, the GAF reacted vigorously. OV RLCED
condbnerts prevasted further atbacks wabil 28 Y2y when avothor yirics of
athacks was made. Yeanuhile bhe fiftesnth Aly Force conbinued ibs erforta
arainst the Plossti refineries. These excursions deep inbo enewv territory
& seourazed the trancfer of aircraft boward the i-svasion area and inflicted
further abbrition on i enemy air force. Enbirely aside frowm its rerits as
a counber-air force measure, the oil eamralrn had immediazbe resulis on the fuel
sdbnaticn in Sermsny. Swvnbhetic oll nroduciion for June was only hali of the
Tarch oubrub and by Mmrust all the TGerwman forces were hamnared by shoriazes
of fuel md Ivbricantz. The pro-ioevasion oil atbacly wers only a boyinning
but bLhey set in wobion a camalwm fkat, accerding to Helchminister Alberd

34
3pc.r, broutht about the decisicn of Lhe wav,
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An immerbant task of the zir forecs in any amphibvions invasion L to

nrovide zir reconnalssance. Probably in no operebion in hivtory diJ the

alr forces do a mere thorouvn job dn this resvect than in GVERI(RD. Air

recomaissence wag of two tycest tbachical and vhotographic. The Winth Alr

Force and Seeond Taocbical Air Forceo corried ouk a broad pathern of bactical

recermalssance both a9 vert of the decenbion vilan and to sather infomation

conserning troop rovenonhs, Ackiviiy in rereirins bridees and reilroad tracks,

and the Tike. A& bobel of AGD visual reconnafgssnce sorbles were flown by the

Iinth Alr Porce bebuoin 15 Vay and D-day, in addibion to 140 weather reconnals—
35

srnee sorties,

Altheush they alrecady Ind mosalcs of the enbire ceoast lire of weostoern
vurope and ohoboa of the Torandy and Pas-de-Calais beaches from 3,500 feet,
the invagion planners recuired still more detailed information. Reconnaissance
rlanes vere biereiors sent ol lo nhotoyranh the propesed assaulhb beaches from
varlons distances snd at zero aliibndes zo that the unit commanders wonld
Imew whoat thelr chicobives looked 1like from several miles ouwk, ab 1500 wmrds,
and from the shore line. The Winth Aly Fores Fhobozraphic Group also mede
mosaics of the Janding and drop zones for the TX Troop Carrier Conand rnd
e Pirborne Divicion., £ parbioularly hazardous mission was the phoborpaphing
from low albitndes of the shallen waber and beach obsbaoles co that the oxzob
natuwr e of such beagh Barriers migih be nowm. The information thus obbained
wis off vihal immortance in showirg Bho agssuld corenders which of the obstacles
were wood, conerste, o :ateel, whether mines werw atlached, and wheve the
helts were the thicke s’c:jiD

Tn all the weomratory adr optrabicns security had alwoye %o be wrovided

oL
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. for. TIH is very remeriable that tle btransporbation program, the bhombing of

air fields and beach defenses, and the pre~invasion recommaissance operations
were gll carricd oub wibthcoub irndicabing B0 the enemy the point of atback.
The adr farces had prepared the way and the assaulk forces were fo achisve

tactical surprise in the largest amnphibious invasion in history.

Operabions During the Assaull Period

The original D-day was 5 June but owing to unfavorable weather i was
postponed to € June. H-hour for the seaborne lardings on the American beaches,
UTAH and OIAMS, was 0600 while on the British beaches the time for touchdown
varied from 0700 to 0730,

The firsh Important D-day commitment of the air forces was in commechlon
with the troop carrier operations., The 824 and 101lst Airborne Divisions were
dropped on the Cotentin Peninsula on the nigkh of D mwims 1. Reinforcements
were flown in on D-day ard on the morning of D plus 1. A second air force
copmitment lrnvolved the drenching of cocstal batteries and chore defenses in
the early marning preceding H-hour. The Eighth Afr Porce, which was to bomb
targets chiefly on the OMAHA and British beaches and chokepoints in Caen,
dispatched 1361 heavy bombers between 0155 and 0529 hours. Weather Torecasts
indicated that insbrumen’ bombing would have to be employed. A complicated
we-~dawn assesbly, vhich involved the forming of 225 flishhs of six aireraft
each, was successfully evecubed by all flishbs excent three which did not
make conbact with the H2X Jeader. On Jeaving the English coast the units
edopted six~squadrons abreast formations. Of the 1,198 bombers dispataked
avainst beach ingtallations, 1,015 atiacked the assizned targets, At Caen, A7
of the 163 eircraft dispstched carried out their attacks as planned. The

prineipal reasons for failure of units to attack as planned were the inability

L ame v
i ¢ rWu"}
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. to locabe FRK leaders, moor definition on the Pathfinder scope, and zhsence

of assigned Pathfinder airevefd as in the case of the 34 Borb Division units
assigned to the Caen targets. On the whole the bombing runs were well executed
anxd 511 attacks were well within the £ lctted period. A total of 2,944 tons
of bonbs were dropped with no inberference from the GAF and with the loss of
only one aircraft to enemy zroond defenses.a.?

Vedium borbers of TX Bomber Cormand, assidn:d targebs in the UTAH area,
took off bebween 0343 and 0500 howrs., Flying in boxes of 18 planes, the 269
airerafh dropped about 550 tons. Owing to woatter conditions the visual athacks
on the seven defended Localibies in the TUTAH area were made ab unusual levels—-—
between 3, 500 and 7,000 :E‘ee‘b.::{8 Fighter-borbers of the IX Fighter Command
delivered their abbacks between 03550 and 0638 howrs. Coastal batteries at
UTAH beach were hib bv 33 aireraft dropoins 47 tons vhile railway Installabions
o4 Czrentezn were borbed by 129 wlames dropping 83 tons.Bg

Evaluation of ke results of D-doy borbing of coastal defens.s was extremely
difficult for geveral remscns, Because of cloud cover, strike photos were of
Lindted volues Bobh navel and ground forces poured o bremendous amount of
arbiliery fire inbo the assault on and after D-doy. Labter, cleaning-up operations
Lurther ocbsowred the pictwre. Nevertheless, one or two reneralizations can be
rande. In these pre-H hour atbacks the danger of shorbs was zrezl and in the
inberest of safsby pethiinder orbardiers were insbructed to delay up o 30
seconds afber the releass poinb shored on their scopes before dropvins, The
safely orecaution reculbed in some cases in the tain concentration of boubs falling
too far inland. On UTAH beach only an estimabed 43 per cent of ke borbs fell

within 300 feet of their barzets. The beachlines from OMAHA eust were left

unbouched. IThe heavy cesualbies suifersd ab OVAHA later coused severe oriticism
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. of the alr foroes but tie pecesslhy for takiny precautions asainst shord

horbing ic the obwvious explanation., I% is believed that ne juns in emplace~
mentbs were destroyed on D-day--a resuld predicted by afr Torces. The main
comtritntion mde by tle lzst minube bombing of coashul defenses wes the
deoralization of enemy troozs and bhe disrupbion of signal and tranzgort
comunlcations, ihleh hindered the deploymenh of immeddate reserves.

While bhe early dawn sbhacks were beir nede the largest lovasion fleet
aver agserbled--more bhan 4,000 shics, nob counbing swall. cralbe-sis making
b vy ko e Loooalh bewhes,  Copbinuous ccqoe was furnlshed exactly as
alianad, F=33%3 from dhe Liskih "pd Uinth Adr Forees proboc! :1 fhe troop-laden
ghips 23 btey nwed aoross the roush Channels As the troops apilled ashore
the RAY farnished lov and the IX fizhser Counand fornished hish cover ocer
e beaches, Forcubs nob a single eneny plime came wbhin sbriking distance
of th corveys., Thres enemy planeg (FW-100'3) warc sizshbed and driven off,

Tn fach Fhere wag no ensyy oir acbion in the invasion area unbil nighbfall

when 22 ¢nery vlanes abbacked shirpiny. This token efforbt caused no ssrious
41

dame 1a,

After Lhe beovos boran pourin' ncghore, -nother tasl, direet support of the
gronnd forces, wag added to Lhe dobies of the alr forces. As soon ag the air
suopert paclics wore Dunctioning on tle beachss reguests bezan bo be received
at the combined coabrol centor abh Uxbridee. Of thirbeen reguests received on
D-day, Live wero rofused bocsuse of wnavallability of airerafh, weabher, or the
Inteo hoar bl the rorpining elizith requanta resulbted in 11 wissions. Three of
these were armed resomnalssance alont the roads lesdinz froam Coubances 4o
Carentan, St. Ls'a, and Ta Haye du rulbs, Railway targebs and a hishway were

bombed. An wraenb request for divebombine ~un empliacsnenss north of Isisny
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. resulbed in ¢lains of hits in the tarseb areds  Ciber batteries sbellingy the

veaches from the vieinlity wers athacked, Beabbered targebs, including six

zun positlons, were reported hit between Isizoy and Bageux. A sinile day's
experisnce with the conteol cenber ad Txbridse showed that ih was too compli-
cated and resulbed in too lony delays in fulfilling requesbs. The conbtrol plan
was aceordinzly revised so thab ale alerd squadrons were placed at the Jdisposal
of the air rerrezantbative on board the Ancon, hosdouartars shin ancored off
CU A Desch. Torroby were reporbed to tle Senior Adr Reprssenthabive by the Alr
Surmeort Party on shose, o debermined by recomnaissance whose reporhs were
inbercepbed by the Ancon. -

Throuehous the whole of D-day bobh bk Eishbh and Hinth Sir Torces were
tactical and bobh jolned in an all oub effort to geb the ground troops ashore
amd keop them there, In oddition Lo the airboxre opcrablons, convoy and beach
ratrol, last-minmbe softening-uw oceradions, and direch suvport, the sir forces
conyinme d ond imtensified the ik erdiction prosram. Heavies o fhe Tishbh Adp
Farce borbed chokepolnbs and bridees in the asszulb area while the mediuws of
tte Ninth Alr Toreo athbacked coastal babieries on both (Llwks of the invasion
orea in addibion bp dranaoorakion tarsebs. VIIT Fithier Cormand executed its
three zissions, FULL WOUSE, 3TUD, and BOTAL FIUSH, substanbially a3 olaaned,
Tse operations wece carried cob in areas ov the perimeter of the assault zone
with the ourpose of wevenbing or delaying cnemy movemenls. Agide from weather
£33 7his, I2allet drowding, and recomnaissanece, the #dchth and Ninth Alr Forces
disnakehe 4 3,722 a2ircraft on D-day. Consideriny the size and imoortance of
the operabion, losses wz;a remarkably low-—only 71 planes, mosbly firhbters,

b0 adr combab apd {flak,

U-day served to enphasize what wos well kmown anyway~--that the Iuftwaffe

i e
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%0 tho Allied invasion, it could

was a2 sadly depleted forces Thouzn alertsd
pub up no more than 250 sorties and most of these planes were forced to jebbison
their borbs and fiois before arvival in the balitle arez. Not a sinrle day-

17
licht attack was made azainst Allisd farcos in the Chanmel or on the beaches.

Close Sunpord on the Beachheads

By the end of D-day bthe UTAH heachhead was rceasonably secure. During
i;os advance soubkh o capbure Carvenban om the 12th and i s push noarth to gain
the zreand on Quineville ridue on the 14bh, the VII Corrcs was supporbed by
atbacks on ~un pos itions, roada, ard near-by bridtws. Heavy casualties were
inflicted on fleebing bargets and the commander of the CGerman 77%h Diviaiong
w23 killed by roviny fislber—ombers while he struwsled to direchk the escaps
of his troops to tle suh. Abbacks on road centers werse devastabing b of
sush Little btactical importance tht the eneomy was led to wonder what their
Ndeeper significance” misht be., Considerable accuracy was achleved in abbacks
on defense installationy bub later examiratlions disclosed that not even 2,000 wound
boxbs mberialiy domazved heavy cement structuras.M

It was at OMAHA beach bhabt air support was particularly importankt. In spite
of gtrenuous effats thle ¥ Corps had been able to penetrate only abous 2 mile
ard half by the end of D-day. To speed his advance Maj. Gen. Leonard T. Gerow
called for conbinuous fi-hber-bonber sunport to search oub and atback enemy
arbillery f£iring on the beachesa, PMaj. Gen. Elwood Quesada, Commanding General,
IX Tactical Alr Command, who was on the far shere, televhoned his groap
commanders to infarw them of the woency of the sitwm tion. Since the V Corps
Pront was highly fluid, vpinveint sbtacks were nob feasible. A bomb lins was
accar dingly drawn on the JAure River and I¥ Tactical Air Comnmand was direched

to wovide conbimous armed reconnalssance of tle area Aure River-Bayeux-Airel
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in gauedron sbreacth from 0600 wnbi Y Mours on 7 Jue. In the action which

Tollowed specific tarpebs were Zenerally selected by squadron lsaders; in
only two czses did the headgmarbers shin dircot atbacks on specifie targebs.
Tnemv batteries keld a higch mriority tub armor and trucks on roads as well as
troop concentrations received attention. Close aiwport was combinusd, weather
permit ting, and by 12 Juns the V Corps bad driven inlend 15 to 20 miles and
rad effected a 4unchion with VIL Corps. On the 13%h, V Corps was ordered to
Limit ibs o fensive achion to agrressive vabrolling while VIL Corps conbinued
its o.»‘.‘i‘ensive.46

Air sapport in the heachhead was greatly facilitabed by the esbablishment
of camtrol facilitiss opn the continont, Adr support operations hed originally
bean dlrected by the Hinth Ajr Foree Advance Hoadtuarters at Uxbridze, subject
only to auch modifications as might be effected by the controller on board the
Ancon. Or 10 June the 7O0bh Firhter-Bowber Wins, based on the cortinent, took
over the control functions hitherto rerformed on shivbeard. Beginning 18 June
IX Tastiodl Air Command Advance Headquarters assumed the mjor responsibility
for the direction of air support fromthe cornbinent. IX Tactical Alr Command
Tiltered ground reguests for assistance, ordered missions as it saw Tit, and
treanseih fed to Ukiridze only such requests as 1t could not meck with i%s owm
regcur ces. These devélopments were mmde possible by the efficient work of the
Winth Adr Force sismal units in establishing the mecessary commmications
equipment on the con‘hinent.&?

And: her developrers which greably facilitabed tactlcal operations was
the consbructions of air fislls in Norrandy., As in the case of previous landings,

aviation enzineers had hit the beaches imediabely behind the sssaulb troops,

One emergency landing field was ready by the end of Deday ard obher, more

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



| o camas

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ATE-96, Cmp, VI 110

extensive ﬁﬁstallatlonf,follm%y 19 June fizhter-honber zroups were
operating from Normandy airfields. This wade the avplicabion of air power more
timely and economical and vermihted mare prompt dissemination of orders and
informition. A Ffive-mimabe £1lizht would now earry a rlane from flight to barget
and air craft could operabe Lrom continenbal bases when weabher prevented
operations from the courﬁ:.:‘,nem:..zl'8

The cantwre of Cherboure was a vihal part of the invasien plan, and it
waz 1o be elffected with the lsast delay to provide the main port of supply for
the invadine forces. VII Jorons planned a dirseh atback on the oity from the
soubhe. On 21 June the battle for Cherbourg reached a critical sbtage and Deneral
Collins mde a request fuor a vask air support projecht, the air pulverization
of an area of sons 20 miles. The ak commanders enberbained grave dovbis
concerning the cifectiveness of uch 1 wrozram bk azresd to carpy it oulh when
ground force commanders explained thabt the ouwrpose was nob so mach the direot
preparation for the ground advance as demoralizatlon of the enemy froops and
disruntion of commnications. A vlan was aceardinzly worked oub by AEAF,
Secend Tactical Alr Force, and Ninth Adr Force Advance Headgparters whereby
Lizhter-boubear s and medium bombers were to neubralize the enemy defenses by
bombing and strafing from H mimns 2 do H-howr follewed by pin-colnt borbking
from H to H nlue 1. 4 safeby zons was egbablished by withdrawing friendly
droops 1,200 yards {rom the bomb line which was marked by whibe smoke lald on
b artillery.l#g

H-hour was 1400 howrs, 22 Jure. Ten cquadrons of fight er-bombers from
Second Tachical Adr Force attacked from 1200 to 1300 hours. Twelve groups of
Licht er=borbers Lror the Ninkh Alr Fopce abtackad from 1302 to 1355 hours.

Thres aroops of [ivhber-bombers ard eiht sroups of mediuwms abbacked from 1401
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t0 1455 howrs. In o hotzl of 7 : ‘"-" 9 sons of ~onsral purpoge bomba
ware deovped. On dhe following day 2138 sorbies were [lown and 311 tons of
meneral narpose ard Dive tons of frasmentobion bombs were drogpeds FResults,
50 far as ibmwediate tactical developments were concarned, Jjustified air force
rdseivinits. Only a small fraction of the orea drenched by boubhs hed been taken
after two days of wround Tizkbiny., Poor resulis wiroe obizined in the abtazoks
areipst Port du doale owardins the acaeth wpprozenr to Chertomr . Some of tim
ouber ualls and SA goms on top of tle Ford were destroyod bub no demaze was
done to fixed 7un positiont. The sround forocs zererAlly azreed, however,
thabt the madn prrooses of Ll saborezbion borbiny belfor e Clierbogw ge-Ilirunlh lun
wioenomy eornmnlc stlione and morele—ind btewn achievel. At ony rabe the air
s ol 1T cox;’glmer.‘i thedr el e ool gnd on 25 Juoe unils of YIT Corps abered
bhe ciby.

By 1 July Arerican troops had cleared bhe Cotentin Feninsule and elsevhere
the A111cd beachbeads had beconw @ conbinucus sbeip of terriley strehehing
nlens the Narmndy cozst S0 2 firvly held positilon east of the River Grne.

Ab one point, where the Allied spearhead had thrust oub o Caumont, the beach—
hcad wes 20 niles deep. Berides Cherbowr g znd obher bowps in the Cotentin
Peninsvla, the £11ics held Tsisny, Carentan, ond Baveur. Caen was 3ti11 dn
Gerran hemds, The firob oritical phase was vow definibelv over and the
figkbing assured the nature of a conventional land campaisn conductsd on a

51
wide front.

Igolation of the Saltlslicld

One of the most lwooprtont contribuiions made by the air forees Lo the
suecess of OVEIADRD mas the isclation of the babtblefield. In the discassion
above it was poinbed ocub that the Allled plan for sexlins of f the battlefield

czlled for the atiaclk of all bridves, visducts and ofher critical poinbs up

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

S —

ARS=06, Crap, VI 1z

the Seine to Tanles, up sl % and in the Gap bebween the two
rivers. Since the bridees cver the Seine 1sd to the Fas—deCaleis ag well as
e mandy they could be, and were, neutralized. By D-dsy sll rail and hizhway
bridres from the cavirons of Parls to the sea bad beon renduwred impassable %o
rail braffic. Tespile the fach btlet two bridses were re—cubablished, no
trafric crocaed the Seine from the North into the iactical arsa durlny the
enbtire ecampaicn with the excepblon of ome train vhich crossed tie re-sstablished
brid=ze ezrly in Augu:i‘-a.sz

Turediately ofber the Indings, with security no longer a considerabion,
seleeted noints on bhe Toire were subjlected bo systemellc atlack. The
imporbange of the brid-es to the Germens is indicabed by tie followine extrach
fromn the telephone lop of the Gepwen Seventh Arpy: M"The Loire bridges must be
protected undor 81l cireumtmoes, since tlese bridges are of vital importance..."sB
By 15 durne over 2,650 tons of bowbs kad bemn dropoed, almost entirely by
beavics, causing bthe desbruction of 8 of 10 bridges in the Loire seclhion. Only
1 trajns <ok across tho Leire in the week endiny 16 Jure. In the Gap Section
between the Seine and the Ioire 17 cubs were zchieved., A tobal of 422 trains
cressel the Sap during tte first wesk in Lprid whercas duriny the week ending
16 June only four trains crossed. No traffic vhatever moved across the Gap
curirg the followin? thres '.&'et-:a!m.ﬂF

Cther bargebz rcleted to the objechtives of dnberdiction were also abtacked.
Fail cerber atbacks were covbhimgd. In faeh trruety wibthin and without Ghe
irterdiction line tmeressed in nuwber afhey D=day and atbacks were schednled
deily on thr basis of inbellivence veports ressrding rail achiviby. A tohal
of 50,000 tons was drovped from D-day bthrowh 20 fvewt when the shift iv the

military situwstion clirdrneted the nood P soch atbecks. lakiny allowance Ffor
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repair and recovary ib was estimated the riil center borbinzs alone effected
a 57 ver cent reduction in Germn traffic.-s Rail cutting also recelived
epohasis afber the azsauli—oubs within the line of interdichtion bhein» designed
to orevent movement inside the thenter of orerstions, those beyond 36 to prew-
vent movererd irbo $b. Desnite the resourcefulness of the enemy in making
ropairs cdurine bad flying weather, the cubs coused draffic jams which offered
Juloy targebs Ho Allied planes, includiny armed recsonraissances. In addifion
1o rall transportation, bish bridzss, troop concentrations, mdhor columms,
and traffic cenbers were also attacled as part of the int erdichbion Trogran.
Ravenous figbter-bombers would even hunb down individual wveldoles., German
cbaff ¢zrs resorted to the use of spobters fore and afb, to give warnines of
tis aonroach of Allfad planes. ALL garts of the interdic’c:ion womran were
inberwoven and 1ts effechs were widesoread and nervasive.?é

Did the inb erdichlon pronram achieve i s taoblcal object which was to rre-
vent the enemy fron vushing sunplies and reinforcemenbts inbo the bTakble area?
The evidence on thiz point is extengsive apd overwhelminy ond san only be
sumparirzed very briefly here. The war diary of the Germon Seventh Armwy recorded
on D=day thet the deep and raoid venchbrations conld be sscriked to the Mareat
sungrior ity in the air and op e sea. On the 1Lk the diarv recorded thet
“treop movemcrta and all supoly traflic by rail to the army and within the army
sechor umat be comsidered as comolehely cob of £f.% Similar sbtabements are
found throurbow the babtle of the beachhmad, OCn 2 July Field Morchal Pormel
asbabed that "the losses thr ou b hostile artillery and air atbacks are such
that, even on comperatively qulet days, our combat sbrength ard owr alresdy

diminished transport czpacily deercased farther. The sucerioriby ol the

German infantryman will vaver come inbo vlay so long as the epemy air power
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a constant flow of persounel, mn:'rb;ions znd suonlies into the heachheads
Ground forccs were able Lo dispense with the tlm and lsbor ~consuming camouflams
procedw es. OFf major Importsnce wes the fach thad the morale of Allled troops
was never jeocvardized by the nerve-shatbering ordeal of large secale alir abttacks,
The reduced scale of ajr oprosibion also made ik possible for the tactbical air
fareng o devote the major portion of thuir effort to offensive operalions.
Prior bto the invasion of the ¢ortinent there vwere considerabls doubbs in
the minds of some that the second phase of air foree doetrine, the isclation
of the batilafirld, could be accomvdished on a lar~e scale, The ewperience
in Tialy, martievlarly, Jled meny to guastion the soundness, or feasibility,
F this doctrine. OVERLGRD dispelled zl1] doubbs om this score and the evidence
iz ovarwhelrdny that this vohase of operations was oulsbandinaly successful.
In the third vhase of operabtions, direch gooperstion wibth the <round
forens, 2ll the welnh of the wvast air power that had been built uo in the
Unibed Kinrdom was brouzht directly to bear Lo insure the success of bhis

oreration.
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The ~mrhiblows landinTe in Scathern France on 15 Aovust 1944 were
the lasb ip a 1oz sorles of such operabi ons in the Mediterranesa. Do bosie
ghan zes in the enploynant of alr rover wore imbroduced bul relivements in
Lecknigue v re wade and bk munv le.sons lesrned in the Mediberrancan and

Lt

Duroncan bhcaters 1 era aodlied o weke this tho mosd nearly owr fuot caonlbions
oreraticn {ron the ooink of viow of both »lanainy and execubtion. In the

acoount bink followa no zbbemmt iz wade ab an wxbausbive hiztorv of the ovira-
tion. Jdre sin rabher i a bried anclysiz bo show the essential featurza of
armdbious omeret ons as bhey vere develosed in the luropcan=lediborranean
thoater,.

From tle bsrlonlnr, SIVIL (alfter fumut 1944, DR300 ) was theawtd of

9 21 oparablom bo Insare Ghe sucevss of 0071070, The dircotive iogucd bo
Orazpal Sisenbhowrie in Doccrber 1043 shebed thab Lobh opevralions wonld be
carried ozt dn Yay 1904 In Fotra vy 1844, howover, the C05 dociled thut bhe
invisions ccu I rob Yo rmounted gimalbanicously. Thero were a nuvocr of ressons
for cogtbmondny £.VIL: dhe Allies hud Te-n uanable to bresk the TLulisnn gtalew
b dorint Jirmary Lad Tibus ey Sne Aazio JasdinT, temwmororily at least,
had wde ratbers worrs inchbuad of e lery md blere v 3 the obirmad (hor.ae
of lxdin? crafh. Curiv tie roxb few monbhs Bhore was a wricd of Soabb and
indeotsion dorins wdeh the onoxsbion on amdn ofl - aln. Ipn jeageal L can
e sald bhel bl Anoricand Tandrod Sho omErs Busine thwlr roasouning

#Y vost exelucivily on rdlitacy consdder- Slong, bhey £<316 ooy bhab YOI was

the colekesh way to ipsarc thw wuccess of €7 TICRD wd to end Blo wir. Iie
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Irifd e, aiar sonselons of pallilcal condider tions, 1@l ia wind nogh-
gy eveaboslibics then thov advocabed an advancz inde the Balkans. Taring

she Llrsh oix movbhs of 1044 the wobd r was srowed back wrd forba bolwasn

x.h

cung 1

a
<r
£
[
L
il
-t
Cee
[
I
=
I
jare
D

3
-3

Tl Lmzrlcen ad Dritish chloly of & apad aillole Lo

asyze oy tooged ble duoobicn indo the Lips of {ke rresident 20d the Frina

®
i

ni gbers  The Presidentd backed up Junsral Tisenhewizr who sbeonzlv favored

FEN

the owrrzbion ard on 1 July the Prioe Jloster reluctonbly Jave his conzinkb.
Ca 2 Maly the € 3 direehsd Guersl Sir Faqry "sitl.ond Wilvon, Siproe Allied

(%)

Comnrimder “edlterrwnzon (33C°50) to afke overy 2oford wo we b 2 berseb date of

L %,

15 Aaeust, Thag the Mnal decicion on 0L coms only ove wnd 8 nlf monbhs
1

tefore I wos to toe Lloonalvd.

fortuneuelv, howsver, plarming wos olrcady well advenced., In faetb, 2
oo oabling plan nd been isvued by ATED on 22 June, The larger surooses
of the cporrilon ware o aszisb the Hermundy aiback by en o sing Gereoan Loroes
Bhe & mdzhb okl rwicc be used in YMerbthern Trancc; to captere a major portd
threa it which Lo “e=seale reinfore.terts co1ld flow; to liburate Trance; and
0 Join we with ble orog ~—channel inv sion forces Dor 2 deoisive babble with
B Serwan orvies of bl wesb. [ee Sceventh Aramy, which had maze the nesanld
oa 3iclly, was msds resconsidle for careyin: oub thwese kosks. The ogeration
s bo be carried oab in epoeocdance wibh bl orincinle of joinbt eommunds The
Ay, Vawy, and Alr Yorcous wore co-cunmal ond oserobad under the diveclion of
Cue Theaber Comrmder, ke lanal Task Foree Covrmder was o aisane coasnd
of %he enblre sezaborns exwedition frow the btilue of s:iling until the ground
foree was firnly esbablisted aghore, Ihe Greand Force Cormmnder was to have

» ]

comand of all wround lor ¢os serblieipabinz in She onercblon while bhe Ale

5

Sorrpnder In Chicl was fo nme o Alr gk Foree Comvnder wiiosw resvmonslbllity
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woald be bo nrovide full sir sur qu‘D mr Jm; oi,ﬁmm 0. The cormandsrs of the

2

forces involved wore: Ind. Gun. Alexcadger M. faben for the sround forcess

Vice Admiral Fenry K. Fewilt for the naval fash force, ano Sriz. den. Gordon
2
P 3aville in oo e of the 2iv bashk fores.

The Arsy Inescion Flon orovideld o a briple daviizih assmolb by the 34,
36bh, rod 45th Infmbry Siviolens (reiuforced) of I Cores, sawuarted by the
1st Trench bevwred Divigion (Co-beb Co 3and). The Jandins were to commence
at Q200 hours oo 15 Aumaes on bracues bobween Gap Cavalalre and dvay.  Tho
arez chosen for Bl land-s cosld be sovered by Tishbors based on Corsics,
it affordsd =004 beacties, wropsr ¢Xits, ard tereain sulbable for the constrac-
tilon of Tishber shrips. The laadines were B0 bo preceded by an airborne landing
tbhe obieeh of which was bo wrovent the movenent of enemy Sroons from the lLe
oy sochbor lwbo the ascsulk eirua.B

Tho wraberp Hzval Tosk

Foree, cordstiar of over 200 ships and craft
gnd over 1,202 ship borne landing craflt, woald carcy the deventh Araw to bus
Wesenes, conbribabe Lo ble silsiciny of the shore buiberics md exwlolt rort
Ieilitice B ssure broen minbtenanec, Ihe lnov's Alreenfd Larrier Porce,
widet Fad over 200 Perfires, oildents, ond Pelleabs, wes bo cooopebe with the
Iapd=opaed ovigbion by trovidial Jifber wrobection, serobbers, mi dloze
sannort pds “lons. aldle in bLhe sssmlb arez e carrizre-based nlanes would
eperate under conbml of YT Tacticad Alr Comamnd .4
In accordence with 2 oabbern $2b had lont since beecome slandard, “WAF1s

Cublire Ade Plan f.sued 12 July cublined the basic tasks as noubralizing the
eneny =i Torges; probection of convovs and b aches, interdicbion of eemy
rovenenl inho the battls orea, md close sucport of the prownd forces. To

these famillar basis znobher was adled, coonerstion with the lagpise The

varioas aly forces wder [T4F had dhelr specific basks. ~ASAF was concerned
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. *ith A pre=~invasion bowbing ofm ; carri-d cub in four phases.
Resoonsibility for the orovision of sir protection bo shinping and beaches
was divided betwesn YAZSF and XTI lactical Air Comrand. Ceastal was to
provide protection, dav and nildhh, for all assanlb ad follow-up couvoys bo
a point within 40 riles of the coast of scuthirn Frence; IIL TAC would take
avey north of tmi Iine. JACYE was also charved witl the mrobection of
gmharkation corta, intruder nicsions, shipsing reconnaisrance east and west
of Toulon, shinnins sbeikes at "avy request, and defense of territory in the
rear of the babtble area.s

Chviously the major tardens for the invaesion would fall uoon the Tactical
Air Poree. Fai. Om. Jobn K. Cannon, hegides plannins for the assmlt oreratious,
hzd o reorcanize his entire air forcs and ocruny new bases. General Gannon
decided bo leave the Yegert Alr Force to cooterats with the armies in Italy
zad to move ¥II [:C, an oubfit consistinz chiefly of fizhbters and firshter-—
borbars, to Corslea, Two medium borber winzs were t0 be held in readiness Go
assish elthoer Desect Alr Force or YII TAQ as circumstances wight redaire. AT
PAL was to be respomcible for day mmd nisht cover for the convoys and assauli
beaches, for zir=-ssa rescus in the assanlt area, and for suogort of “rabtedic
Air Force betwsan 0550 "xzd 0730 hours on D-day, with sivacks ab maxirmm strength
on achive qun posibions.

Plans for condrol of sirerc £t conformed in gereral to methods followed
in the invasions of Sicily and Italw. IFrovision was made for a Headguarters
Shin and Stmd~by, for a *imter-Dircctor Shin and three Jtand-bys, for an
Adr Sea Hescae Shin, and for flosSing GCOL stations. The most significant ime-
provemems in combrol bochnlones was the employwent of a separate Fighher
Direction Shiv to com rol defengive oncrations, instead of usiny the Headw

. guarbters Shin for bhis parnose. The need for a fighter dirochicon ship was

ry
one of the major logsons learned at Anzio,
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As in the case of The cross~channel invasion, elaborshe MIASUTEs WETE

token to achieve tactical surprise. Since it was mapifestly imoossible to

conges1 the aild-an of forces and eoivnent , bhe object was o mislead the

Gormans as bo tke point of attock. An effort was wade Lo axplain sway the
preparations by satresting an awphivlous attack on the Genoa area Lo Qb
flank 4re Fisa-Rimini line. In acdition to planting the teale in enemy h-nds,
the plan of decepbion called for consl fjambli air effort in the Genoz ared
$o lerd vorisimilibade to thc fake 13&-:1:1?125.‘;

Inother pre-inwmsion bask for 4% pas to baild un primitive, malarial
Coraica inbo a snbisfactory spring poard far air cartidination in the landinzs.
dodieerl ovficers, anin LY, ard gigral and sapely troops perfarred this feat.
5y O-dav *JT TAC, uwnder Brit. G Gordon Ae. 3aville, was ¢ffgetively instelled
on 14 Corsiean airfields wibth all the cunalies nseded to muintain aboat 40 T

gaundrons on loan from Stratedic

Lir Torca.

Proe-Trvasion Onom blons

per

pytg Borbinr Flan, i-sued o1 4 s h, cxllsd for o eroTear divided
irto fonr thases. In the £irst phase, covering the peried to 9O Aususk,

esunter mw force oporations, imberdicticn of corrmni~zbions, and athaslks on
ankrrrine e seq were o he emrinagized. Lle creliminory ohose aey Ho said to
teve pemun op 29 Apeil vhen & Doavy daylidht akbach vas Mude on the vort of
Teulon. Tn the voriod to 10 fumsh 'abF flow more than 6,000 sorties and
Grooeed 12,500 tons of oenbs on aogbiuorn France. Inese atbacks ingluded uormal
«nbisubmarine operstions, inberdiction of cunply limes into Ttaly, ond the

smashing of ¥French marshalling vards. Ab.ab one fourth of the effort was

direchly conrecbed with bhe fortheomning landinzs; the remainder may be copsicered
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10
as indirech surmort and assisbrnoe b0 the “lornandy invasicn.

S0 gadly deplobted was the 3T 4hab only a swnll szount of offord nesded
to be wxogrded awiinst aicficlds in the pre-inmsion veried. Zegirming late
in July end comtiruint throwph 10 Auwwust fizhters and fighbevrehorbirs hit
airfields int-rritbtently in $he rc ¥alley znd in coubbern Froncs. 3ab there
wac only cru mjor abSoek dowdreg thls voricd:  om © Samch poarly o hmdred
ceGTTE borbel Trovro=loriste, tbe erowyls -eoh bmorlend zir inuballation
In rovbiere Lialy. ©F ¥ 12,520 boug dronned during tu- nevriod 22 Anril
Lareaidn 10 Zayucl, only 272 bona fell om alrfieldée :nd ladios ruurds. Tn
Tige rarer b oubrvedn corcilos wae co wel) 4o bBond thal v reencive ezaesl
WAT et cay, Only ore Dieswy BT, o € Aamed, woo o ude on the Toulon

11
MEd G

v fnr bac micbeon rrasortTan of bic rrelivinoey o 0000k waz siodnsd

Yires of coizarderticn In 220tk ro “romee.,  The resulby achieved wep

o]
I-I
[y
)
[

cUregtive, DBy Dwdsd five of the six rocior red iy wedd ey aores. bhs Phone
et oo Lyon oad bus 00 2b W67 whesrvioci®lo. The Ferrans, by obrevicns

o

rerair efforls were able do omon rusbrichel traffic cver the sixeh bridze ab
12

SVIN0on,

Jeghnniny 10 bovet, Dedous 5, o second chase (Coerativm Lo R3) was
irao surateds The bhree tasks of ohaze I cenbinued to be air force raapongl-
bilitdes bub # rew seb of asslon-epber wn slwen rriowibve TSI called for
the mewbrellizddon of the muin couobnl deferse bakberies in blie ascanls arEa,
aevtralivation of ihe mair ecozstal rajar shbations, ¢d concentmtied borbing
gttaels alred of loweriny ereny morale, 'he zir force comnanders obiccted to

the ore=D=day rodbire of coasbal basd ries on the spound $hat such bombings,

vnless carrfeq cub 231 £lony the south. rn cosst of Yrazee, would disclese the
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. plece of atback, Also, such shiacks nivld be mide ab the exvense of bhe oil,
cormuni@ tlons, snd counber—dy conwoimmu.  Arey and navy cormprders insisted,
however, znd the abbach wos corried cub. To avwild tloniny off The ewwy as
b0 the plece of the amphivions asganld, siwiler offunsive acblon atginst
identical torzets in four coosbal loczlitides wey to he taken as followss Genosz
arer, asyaylt area, Yhrsellles ares, md "é’ae wed. By altornzating and
scebtering the Inbtense borbine e Tord arcas those four wreas, it was hoped
thal the fletion of 7 landn near Genos ¢ ld be maintuined, The seale of
eifors nevded o neatralize each of the small barrebs was carefully studied

13
md assitnrents vere mude sceordinely.

Althoush neather loberfered with the execubion of "MEVES, virtually the
enlire reovran was cormleted bv D= av, Tesrly 5, 500 sorbties were flown and
6,700 tons of bonby ware unlozded. Grest damn e was inflicted on enemy
cefenses and, as was intended, bt eremy was confounded as to where the amphi-
Hious asssult wonld come. [kt the eneny air remsined wesk is evident from
the faet that darins ?his reried only five bostile zircraft were ¢lziwesd as
ghot down or r:‘m'nf;xffedl.”4

The third phase of the bosbing provram was S0 last only about four and
ong half bours, Oprraticn TORI'! was to bedn at 0350 on 15 Ausust and to
last B1LlL F-hour. Thias vohese was desi-red do case naximum destrction bo
encoy bezeh defenses. Ibo soocific barzebs inoluded any enemy arti llery that
cozld Be brawshd o bear on shl ming in the assenld srea, enemy <uns, @md
other military insballsticns which conld besr directly on the zWility of the
yround troors te advapncs over the bevrehes. COne half hoar before the landings
a1l boublinzs over the tiaches were to ccase. Ihe bowbing matbern extonded to

A denth of 400 vards inland arg 75 wards Lo seaward. Twelve 'rouns of eseorted
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huavies, Lao mediaw borber w-'mb'an-l i:.n* fnll striking vower of X¥L Ji0
wepe nhilized. A1 adreraft were ziglimed rizid lanes of aonrorch to the
pssanlt area. Bosh loadines for beach nbbacks were fravwentation and
derolibion, instantanesuslv fazed, and not Cxsseding 260 pounis . F;r gun
oostbions larxe derolibion bonbd with short delay fsing were usad. ’
weabher Al Ticvlliss on Tedoy nrevinted TOIUY being careled ovb exactly
as plameds A Joeze rercenbaze of the heavy wnid wedlum sorbies were non-
effective becgusn of ovireast conditicns., Ir: rzsaudt zqainst sun mo-itlons
was ovly marbly siccessful bud the final bo pardient of as anls beaches was
ki-hly satisfactorv. Undepwolor obsbacles - od beach defenses were bealen
down, deferdiny trooos were disorgnincd, +wd a nunzer of ccagctal Tuns, yre-
viouslv mi-ced,vere covered, Gameral Fabek, who persimally witnessed the
borbing of one beach, ovnild that it wos ke best he had ever seen. Ceneral
Laker, who exurined the beadues soon afber the assault, thaisht the Lorbing ]
16
resariable in vicw ol bhe fact Lhat 1t was done lavrzely by Pathiinder technidue.
The fach $hat the last minwe e borbhinrs meb no ovrosd bion azais showed the
visarnedy of the Intwaife, Fro-invacion estimibes pleced every strengtn in
soabh and soabloest Froncs =b aboub 220 airevaflt. Azeinst this small force
TAF had neb fower than 5,000 airoraft, with more ot oall. The discrenmoy
bebween the zround Torces on the eve of D-day was hardly less exbrere, (nly
seven ~weak divisiong cormmrdsiny bthe Cerman Winetoenth Arnar ware deployed
armod the invasion area. 2S2inst this the U. 3. Seventh Army could throw in
a foree of 10 crack U.3. and French Divisions vlus an assortuent of parabroop,
Cormzndes, ad Special Yervice forces. A very inconsiderable German navy
would faee, if 1% dared, 450 British, ¥.3., Feoench, and Ibtallan warskios, in=

7
c¢luding five battleships and 10 piroraft carriers.

R
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. Tirau on wotrol. strons noints and road bridees
tobween Nice and Hylrcs. The hesvies abbacked coastsl) delenses and then
Joined the mediurs ond fishiers in opsrations desizned to isolate the battle-
w’ie‘.lsi.zo

The Allies Wil with sueh overwhelmin~ strength bhat scubheas.een Franoce

was ovickly overrun, Oy thr end of ihe First weck Tevlon was surrounded,

Tarseille wes slmost surrovrded, md armered for ces were mushiry repidly
norshward towsrd Lyon. Duxing this tire the afr forces continumwd to vrobect

the eonvovs ond beaches, t0 coope rate with the ground forees, and te abback
ey

o

gnery Linss of comrunicklon.

in irporbart irvorovement in tie bechnicve of conbrol of airereft in
anpbibiovs landinzs was introduced in TRAGOCH: defensive combrol was handled
from a gemarate fi~vber corbrol shiv built evclusivelv for that purpose.
Tishber Direction Tender (TDT) Yoo 12, a convertcd IST with a aixture of .5,
ard British eguivront, wis made rogponsible for the condiol of defensive
netrols over ke beschos and for brogdoasting werningg to tte flet and ipstazl-

latdicps scshore. Davbire conbrol was handled erimrrily bv G4k Fih

(&)

T oadre
prrsornel. A0t D-tay feucr than 30 fighbtor oireerft on an averate were Meph
over bhe assaalb sres for bl rrdsecl’on of the flest srd the bsaches. iuis

s in eonbrast Lo the 60 or 80 alrorift wirich were used to protect the lardinis
ab Salerno, an onersblon coraring a ocealler ares. ight fihber activity wag
Fendled by British vergonoel, with ove VLS. controller on dabv o handle all
obher mebbers. There were folr to six nisht fighlers on matrol, and sowe of
thewe were Tanded aver bo the varicus BCI stotlons wienever conditions ver—
mitbed, /n tromy enblalr eex Tt liaison of dieer on FDF 413 meintalred radio

corrunion U on with nis vatteries ashove, Tnformiion on hosbile ralds aad
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R5-90, Chews 1T

fpiendly flicnts was vassed ov !1! mi gol !!Islshore batterica, wden in turm

wave bip any inforsetica thiev nad. In a few cades snere Lriendly night
fi-hbers entored tTe trner Arbillerv Zong, Lhey wore {ir ed unon. txcept
ab dusk, when identificabion wes 35 ¥Tieulb, Lle control of antiatroralt fire
<2

wao pood, @3 RO fplepdly ot ere b 209 ot Jowine

Offeeive ar werforc Jas coteduled and controlled frow bhe U35 Cahochin,
Anbdibions Torce LLowdin for the o rrabl or. Tac corpurndl - ablons & 3 air
conbrol ecuipment oo board Eais ohiu vioce cnlarded indo a Joirt Cosrations
rocs (J01)., Tere the air znd navel orricers Ct srpigd cub blelr various functiors
inaluiiegs  condrol of tactical riccraaisusnce and £i-hter-borbzr tlsgionss
Paeristin ¢ inforobior on povencatu rod status of sipevafhy air vald wornic?
and =lexrbing bas Trebs and shand-by for 1ihouT direct: on. Tigtber-bithber
~inshons were frown by P=47's and P=33's vasel on Corslea ond by earrier-sased
nllecks wnd wildestc. The 24 AR Cortal Soubtml Soiadrvun (8 .-hibiod.;, achi-
e teAd Le v ALL W RITIS 0 er corbrol sdUarXoa ko sovve aboard w wipinrbers

e 1

ships, vandled =% corhenl Fov Hie Alr ook Forcu con sulare  The faghber—

borbaes recor bed in Lo bhe Daboebia giviasg namew cad atback mission nawb=rs,

waigh were placcd oa Bhd 1 b ap-norieer Shabus Baarde. Lthey wire L n Hold

Lo sbhack citlier Vholr orlu.oy oF Lheir =lbovnshe tar rels, or o orognad on 8
soweinl mizsita. TS Svsbem TAS fh Cerunry besa)ss tre apeed of the adnde
go=ell @3 niaced ho peiefed margcls Inside the porb line. On othisr 0CCasionsg,

tal

£ gsoacial wioolon BOS wivia GelorlFy over vepalar TU Siong becanse of TR ayrtigalar

neads of Lhe "roond T0r s, The speaial ml.clong Jere psually =reinal enexy
serpaoorkabion ~ad uars 3, _poeohs called o o Taobical “coovtalissuce nimnes

or reccivnd by AT 20 Trees the mrmond Torczl o Glh-T amyceh. Tocatinns

of tarzebs, which word rulaved b3 circorns wlanes in tle clear, wore given
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B Pisbory of bre Paclrie war in ths Mirsh six wonbhs after Pearl
Tarbor was a drewry sbery of delfent and retriat., Japanzie aviression reachsd
Lull side ia bho soriny of 1242, 7nd then taers coms the mval on¥ateeonta ab
Caral Scn and VIdwor that mrked a turninz of the tide, The badile of Coral
sea osearicd 1n bhe Soubh Poeific early In Vay hen a ., S, esrricr task foroe
oo Jucsbeie caveler task forge bhat Wiz cove-rinc an enemy invasion leeb
kroded for Post "oresbve  Althou~h bhe enemy indliched ireater losaes than ne

'3

susBainel, the min pwpose of his ovzration, the guviure of Pord o ashy,
1
wig Hwsorted v the Ancricen flseb.
Urdeterrel by bhis inibial set-back the m oy wenb aherd +ith osher
aspiche of his plaws, Jalch incluled Lhe taking over of the western ilaubians
md bie seluve of (Udwav Islarnds., The dlw rsionary Lhrusts 2h the Aloabiang

wag chcched and ihe yeda stab ab lddway wes varrled by a declsive carricy victory

W odgway dn June 1942, A6 bobh Uoral 3ca and ddusy surlace Torees avolided
]

B

conbach and e oubcomw vas Seoided enbirely by alr action. Japansse 2+ rresgion
bhatrinet roae o5 Lar ss it caald, biw dbaie vaa nod seh for an Averican o’lensive.

- ) »

’Res:::onaihi‘f.lty for beyimning ke of Fensive In the Soskherstern 3olorons
regbed orlowveily with sk lavy.  Althoush the Yheat SiLler [irsth strabery
arevenbeod oo oll ouh offort inthe Paeific until Germany was delestad, it &id
nou rreclude raids, stbirition taciics by zir forces ~nd subwar ines, snd
Linihed rourd orfensives when ootorbunity affered. The quesbtion of whab

oftensive facald be vwrlarbhalzn wd whers wes coynlicated by the Tach thet there

W23 never a sintle comaander zor Lhe Peeilfia. In il 1942 bhe Pacific had

st Ry
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Ti3=nh, Gman, VITI

L -irel Trresh J. Win-, CGorerder in CGhis © Tnited Siefes Fliob and Chief

of L-val Ccarations, who a2 ecarly ss5 Tebrvsry 3942 hod »dvogated a sheo v
gbep sdvance bhwoneh b llev Hebrides, Solomons, rnd Bismarks, nregenhed the
levrls views to bthe Joint Chiof:n of 3tail, In view of the vichories at

Corel Ser md iy mers Nirshizll favered an offessive, but asince Twlasi
foll wikhkia S04 be Delt tlat the oromtion should bz carried cub under comrmend
of Ganer 2l Jachrilmr. Jdndral Hine con the obhier hand felt that the “avy .0 1d
be in ecorrnrnd 213 he pregsersed fanddabtle srourents o suovort his rnosiiion:
Fhe only archibionddr froingd frocts svallable were 'wrives and the only Trood
VLt were Lavy teaoncrts, Too decdrlon was in tho rabure of 3 coworomdse:
o T63 atwreed hiodh oo dnitial ofensive would be wnder corend of tire davy
b Lo, wmwbzgovent dpive Lo BEabowl would be gownapdeid by woirbthur. Cn 2

July 1242 the JGS iszoed s alrvoetive Lo e cornenders In Hhe Prciilc oub

-

Linin~ » thres [0ld vlon whoe e wibirste oajzcobive was "obo selsure arl oceu-

ratlen of ihe oy Beillwn, oow Trolind and faw Galnca arcases™ Tols was o be

crreied o6 Ly bre norformmones of Wirce bngks, Tosk L, L ogmnablon of the
lovegr Solezcng, wad bo be carried oub by the 3oith . .elfie forces with the
agiztmee of thv S0 ddoest JaddfMe foraias Tagk 2, Bhe seouiblon of b

b

unyer Solomeng end Tlod Sadnra, rzo Yok 3, the recomavent of Cow Tritain, were
4
& Lo

bo he ol —orily tle resuo sibiliey of Jereral ne'rihor.

auadrleiral

A

dirceoive of 2 July, bomdrel Licdtr

Fa

L

JE

Al

febir 7 wrdoe the torms of b
erdared Co.ander 3oobi Fooifle Porce (00 20PAC), Yice fdrdeal hoberh Shorlesy,
bo edre Tulz-i ond Suidelooneal. Tie oonoauion was givan a7dibloral wrteney

ad froons ard labcorors

£
i
4]
£
o
s

v B dlzeosely on & July bnab the Joriose o

on Tpanloansl svd bad bovm construcblion of an wlr field. 1If Lhe eigiy were
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S 18yhy Chao. TTIT

c1Toned b5 deverop bhis Lnae e WJ"’\ soae e guddon o WloLabn Bie
5
A1ied 1iTe=1 18 oo ueenn Srnil cad Sosbrolia.

Thral “hodb the Iolreav, corenior Bhl AT waibs in L 3ganh Freiflc
wore wder Le orershtice il conbrol of bhe lavy. Laricd S Gadalernal

!"""’| PR

orepcbion bhe Q013020 ciercised Vidis oorbTol Waonadl LiJ alr officer, our
Lige Joim 3. “oCoin, Corswcdor Alwecs b Bocina facllic Foree {GLYVATF3CPAC),
Tr tabbeon velusing b5 sdoiaisty bloa ond suonde to land-brosd alr forec:

cepe alsor 7 Julv L2 ueder Hae M, 3, drrv Tores in thc Soubh Feglfie arca

(C0T53°30P40). In o biny wrler Mg Towy ong ol tan ghial ¢orearas of bue

cAv

el e WIS TG ot

o

aip forgoa v o Lo orcecinshbiconnod Lilevwibky of e 2dr foren writs

o

Y w0 mlre Furs bhetr wmere o ooloped teoordint bo Bosle eiodiliBies.  1n ovas
werpolore srecel Shat AGcie AL Peludr vonld dzuas 83
ooy blons be expreicd feom the viricas riv comonznba of his @-uamd, oub
The ften. A1Lard Fo Hae w0, GOI0SCFAG, wwld 33ave rouuonalbllitr for irdne
s

Iy Traey e owalie for bhoss On0soolOnle

Llkcn M beo Navr acd Uarines beok the lioa's sisre of resowmaibllibe
for Jwmadslesm-l, whie 7 umibs d o card Lo ulay. On 23 Jalv bis 1lbh

cor s edeenis droan () uas desi smabed as $i¢ obils Torcs, Goebral Foeilic

™
A
=}

{a

witun 2 Ped &g 8 o 1be o Tron Heoemii to the Seuth Frellle, Tlans
for Ure ractleiritlon of lond=tased ~viabicn célled Tor se-vches norbiviest of

Ve Gdedopin by bhe 10 =R0's of the 8%bh Borardient Bouison nae Lodily

s

adern 3olorong ml Bledir v sborn unbkars by Fhi 27 F-LT70s

win 1A%5h Jocuse  SUPAe elanss wire So veoproolior bhe daesbero awd norbiern

-

Aonredch o Lo bhr Zolorons oad Lo bordt Uiboal. ihe whole oscrabion tins

1

momaGLy in ek haste wed wng ola sl s

FB1 faeh an inzrfiicieasy of twoopd,

gueplics, -rd w.boried Hiot ibs plow.vs raferend 50 it as "Grerabion Shoe-
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8w, Goon, TIIT Ell m 13
%ﬁ‘{ﬁ : ¢ P

. shelnt®  In the 11h5 of wrab Trbor hawecred, howzver, it is inber=sting

to nola tnat “drieal Ghordovr ord Gmoioql Cachrshar dere rrrecd Lheh ble

redn noed vas for wdditlonal lasa Lased adr. The 6o c:o"}:r' anders ‘oined

-~ h

in a resuazst for a nosipoacrsab of Jd=dav bub JC3 rofv.od.

Jurianin- in July Bae 13sh coviwm edoeat Groan Dlow se-rdh anl reconnois-
seanes ditgions over the Guzdnleswal-culssi-Yawin sres fron . face, & dislence
of 710 rasties] miles. Tn peararsiion tor ths landiurs the 1L15h Grown uas
deslmabed 2 bl Loree end was dlreoied Lo steile the landine aren wiuh

razlaan atrenvbi Lo 31 July threata 5 dausbh, Darin: Biie cerlod the rmonn

9
flew 56 borbiny sovbles :l 22 recomraisgnnes wissicons. On 7-0 Adrmast, ander
var of carricr basrid rlawes, e reinfloreed Tirsh 'arine Ddviaon weg mub
egiove,  the landines ab Gusdeleannl wnd Tulstl vere accormlished with 1ittle
oppesibion b tiv- Bladims, bas b B 3091l islend of Gavusu there was flerca
10
Pisubins for 2 counle of Jasw.
The comurdbubion of laid-baced avinbion bo Bk Pirsh swohdbious Imding
of World \ior IT 45 go- e ob 43 2Micwdd B amsess. Qfhe comraidint o Ciear of

te 11tn Boviardmant Jwoun vwas inclired to athribibe the relalive cese of Lha

landins ok Swdelemnsl Aand Talzii to Lhy nre-araiory bo~bine and to explnin

e & Sieadties encownt ared ne Gaovubtu do Shr absence of air rremsrabion in
tel wose  crotably B conaceblon wos more soserest tan real. Thi presaps-—
tory Lowding by the evias was boo Lighh tnd sporeiic o have acTechod the
ipustion weatlys, [fher the Lromns seab nshiore $hcy found theb the penway
o1 Tandalearsl was net vadly damated md shere were larre atores of canolies
In bh vieinitv b wriwrred T7 thae sl atsacls ., The meiacionl gonkribation
of Limd=isneld aviatlion was tie reedansiz smice wmissions [leun Jdwrint the bwo

11
—onbhe before the landinz.
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Fores. Az Con arder of the “pohibiows e 2@ “eer Lirdral Xelly Turner was

o
i

[E3end, Chane TTT CONFINENTS
THEA

FlEhworh the e forcr mole In duadslemial was & velatively mioor

onz, b orerabion broavhi cat seversl Jerzons thab were of lwvorbance in
Mlore oogrsblions. Tn bhe £lroh nlice, comrand rvelatdiors were not sziisfachory.
Adral Hhorsmiosv, 1o ca BECALG, wag in overall ghruierie €0 vand, ¢hose

[

bo shegent bimrell fros the ~cbual seore of bosbilitbies ano to dele-sbe bachlerl

™

go-~md ho Vieo Jixirel ronk Jo Flebéhir wiho waz Comramd or -xredibicnary

in she eomwind cehelon telow Flubeh:v, bub actually he lad counlebe autonomny
froo bre morend of sellinve Vade Fan. b Ay Vndersrift's Landing Force

12
{Hrub tarite Dviiion hednfor eed) wan tabordirs e to Turner, In dalesutine

tig sothociby bo flewdicr, Adsiral Yhormle failed bo meke him respousible
for 411 ngrechs of bre oeration, Vallure do adileve unibv of cosmand st the
Imlesenting level broschd sie enmerprise bo the brink of disasber,

At bre dlese of the seeoad dov of fighbiny (8 Mwst) Admiral Flabener
o eorarnded e onrplier~based alr ©oveaw, rercrhod bo Adwiral Ghoriley thath
his Ci-bber stren tbh Tod bern voduced fron 09 to 78 nlaes, tht fusl for the
carrierd vias mnalny low, »rd eesause of bhe lerae nuoker of mery bornedo

13

and borbiny elwes In bbe vieindiby, =4r sunrorh shaeli be wit hdreazmn, Tiith-
draenl of the cwrricer foree 1afh iln a2qing of the Jrrhibicus Jor oo wibnoad
alr rpoiocbion., Therelore on the romine of O Avwsd Sdmivs) Tumer inlored
Foner 2l Vender prifd bhab ke vweo withdrawine nis force. This deosvibe the facks
tarh plans bed ben onsel on toe assuoobion that Bre brapsnorbs world rerwin
off store uibil D vlus 4 (11 fu-ast) £d $ b b7 Lhic nivnt of 73 Aurust nob
ove blan hell o onoplles enbarked by dle Dirst Division had beon aolouded,
Pua des vhure ol the Mpr Sarmors and  A-whibionz Forces lelhd e arizes with—
oah Ale eover o reval samiort. The beachheads on Muadaleanz) becans virbually

14
a besisved rarrioon
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£13w96, Chap. VI1I 137

N
canal ib booa.e soczrend tuab aﬁjit foral airfislds wore neoen tgary ko supoort

oongrasions arzailush Lew Geoor Ba,  Accordingly vhe Russell Islanda, 70 miles
northvest of Gumdalecansl, were ocounied on 21 Yebrmuary. The larding wes 13
covered by fickbers baced on Guadaleanal bub no omuosiid on was encounisered. )

vy big tire of the Russell landingz die SCF2C had exveriencad considerable
caanTr In oromisabion ad rersongel. On 20 Sestezber 1242 Admirsl ifefain
tad be'n succesded by Bear 5dn, Aubrey 4. Fibeh ag CC AVI30FAC and on 18
Octchor Liw colorful »rd o3 wrecsive Viec Adr, willinm 7, Halcoy md relieved
Adriea L Gnorrleyr oz GOIZ0FAC, On 13 Janu vy 1943 Gonoral Farmon achbivated the
Thirbsondk Alr Joree md fub Brig. Gen. Jatian ¥, Twinirt in eowond.  Slkhouth
the new alr £ ce wossaosced aduinisbrabive avbonony, overational corsrol re-

o]

wrined au bifore wibh ONBTICOC.

In overshine unler ¥vr conbrol Joicral Harzon had insizted froa thie

¢ bhab be reboin &9 oeb rescons bilitv for Haio coatroal of all rabhors

Ny

eXPCobiny adminds bebion, suwealv, avvewnd, and brainine =nd Lmb soond wrin-
einles in the erployiant of alr cvow ¢ bz dos-~rcde Twsint thz cominy of 1043
Is beom bo feel that theze ~incinles were nob bxine adhered bo ov corbatr

cnbasdinebe oo fandoes ond auefD o

e g lleobien asn broz-ul to the

boobton o inieal Pdscr vho dive airl Tigehr B0

H
e
ity
[ o)
o
)
Yt
Pand
o
L
o
o
&
ful

ax

iron oot tholr dilificalbies in o dirceb confcroscc. Such a conference wos held,

ad b wes ntroed Bals Bhe hithech dewwes: of e tleckiveness would be sehieved

by vestiny coridpat covviand of Lhe varicus rir forezs dn tredr respachive strvicss,

Wiz any disrunklon of norgal commund emniels would ve held to 2 winimam,

and the alr Terocs woald ke eunloysd in roles for which they had been or zanized,
20

broinec, smd equinosd,

"peahille the froay hed abboipbed bo uos 2 claxificaticon of wint command

AP ’

org oh 3o
R
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Sy
ATS=05, Onzp. VITT R IR g -
156, Gaap. *:f W%wmmw

rusmongili litie s on the J05 Llewsl. In Semenbse 1942 it hud dntroduced a

138

paper orblinin: its view bo the Joint Plasaing Stacf(J23). Bub the Javy
21
did not wish bo oind li3eltf to Wity of corsead on she Gasis of a rigid rmale.

Afper sibbine on the ‘rav cronossl fo osowe wondhs the vy Dl Iy aorsed on
22
20 faoe il e reincioles ebodied in the directive wrovided thabh in jdoind

i3

cnorabtlong o Sunvlo comrond or wicald be desgimated by JGB on the brsis of the
bogl bo be per forweds The Jolnh for oo o wandsr, who weuld rob norzally
fomgbion in a dunl croaciby ar cow ender of 1 coroonzrt of his force, wsld

.

be assiubol by a jolnb sbaff. Foridicicotion by the Soine comrmder in adminis-
trabive malters werld be beld to 5 wioirm and dis elolinary melbors woald

23
norsnlly ©o handlod Shroe th ecoa aqderg of the serviees congorned. ¥t w.as
wer thoge peloddnles aab e Talrbzenth Alr Sor oo overeed wndil it vas
relicved from the Soobin ncl™ia comnvmd ad aszsimod o ke bar o3t Liv

24
cn 15 June 1044,

LT%er bhe Sunzell Tslards Soe rext cbop up Bres Jolooons was “un’s on Caw
Geop tin,  Foro By Jamisese had cons.soobed sn alrdro-a shiich muass be in A101ed

. -

+
(Y43

o
O
o
By
Y.E
o

Tondo,  SAmiral Halaew 414 oo croas ab nig Alswmesal saffielestly
sbront b0 jastify a feonbal azszull, so i was decided tht o estorn Landing
Torce saould canbura Yeqdova Isl:ar;c’i'ulﬁ.le o Foskoen Toangdn e Yores waald lnd

25
at Vira Farbor, .lczaw nchorz e, @d "ot colnh, on southern cew decyia.

In vweconration ror s Ypabic s Lhe V1lied bobors were wo Inbensily dhelr
shrilies e ningt ore v Laces oa Jlew Gesrrla omd soabth. vrp Tourtndnville.  ALD
Lorees Jere to Jeibroy ercmy shivpiny &b eveory onsortunliy, and the cholo-
roeotralocance vlenen were divecbed bo mintain a clese wateh on alroraft and

shlhomin ¢ concerbrablions +b Sn'a and areand bie goobhora wnd ol Foutainville.

Tre Yivtbars vare 0 rvovide cover for all foreog in 35 Joadaleancl s, all

N YR R TTO
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an i Drom bhase polndis.

Sdrdpad TSk, 0TI I0FLC, Copdribe Srabe BO
Nerdolemcl oaman Pive days Sore Delav, o ucald cohole dirccb rosconiie
Litits Sor Lbr.serie opersiion of rlrerall il on Juadaleonnel, bah for gon-
frol dn the Droerd ares 8 red eosrad oy elbRIiLLzd Troevno s Lo aaan.

T G eln Sir Teren (€00 LT e Gutrorinde Doke Tew Joo. wrd mnle v Lo copored
ol wyncril et Eol Ter. 1l Tuirdon, 231 Ceping Sirepaflbh oinze AL cdeereld

+ oy LR . - -
.

=t %o 05 new cooonioobione JLivEhor cocurold dn b Losd rd ROO3 wo 1d

Lo e mi 0L B beo Diohice dicocher toow : urd ro TOUIT &y Geor ke, KESEAANNN Y
fpoor Vo, 2 froc e " owrls Arog 1L sould eenbrol from e desbooper untl 1

rolieved By Groap Uo. 1, wren Lo wmld Al o cehore on Dondova Lo esboblish
5

r3

Phoeld roooostendbr Dhttrr 4ie cebor Zroun. The Foendove Jandlngs wers to be

=
©
[}
|,J.

goord Lorbed with 3,70, acres Troirbhorts dor ess ware b
dowdloe on 32 Two.

ke Loadicew on Semdown, aldch toven oa 30 Jane, wicve covered by 22
S11%e) Diehbors £lvies ab altifndes eansin oo 5,000 0 21,000 feome Mo
preny se1h evor Blreo flichbe of frowm 30 k0 20 wlmves on o~duy frdo o £1izhb
on owach of e follosdne dwo dopa.  the A2lied matrol vlores soccossinlly
Peashh of I Hlese ~bbe wba Lo disred Uie laadinwe; oalv cne solp sias loat be
eneur aobicn, Dhilebled bv exerdllent fi~nber  gover the arrLibions forees olso
wrde Bhedr sehednlod lmdivve dn B oo .ildaz Sncnor: e ppea, ot Vire, snd DMazlly,
~PLer toac Aoley, ot ilec foghorare.  fhese Jendtiner coverunhs provared Bhe
vavw fer bie win 1605501t on Iundas On 3 Jaivr tbe Lieclwer slemenbs of the 434
Tnlantry Divisisn -oved aerosc tle dlmch Ganredl bo Juwrena fznch, enpocisately

i mileg casd of 7 rdue  Srarirst 0biif resisbence Lhe veelows for ceg conver-ed

‘THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. er it ars s e ey b FLcs oo oah WL S o b noh Aler 1
. . PO B . . .
Vo Lowt 1L 0L e GRS AT PO ST Y 5l A I BETPERY O TVI TR ERL LRIy
Sgow e poeagae rn L TR Ui Vi el v winlo. v 4, v o101
Troiomt ; . SoonL g o L LS TCale v r iy NN AR
L L e 5 Ty oot L T R T, .;, b LCa e T L (R W) er L 1!
-
P T cle .
YO VRN ¥ B B AU ST R ML Y P I B L N L0
T T L P R S S A T I R L S .S IRNETRR PRSP ATY R B S RO
o AL T . S S N A 1 i o o TO SR S 5 N P
R N S T AL L A T R . Ty L
'R T L S S T e Tarmo oo v “ R e o
(T I R O TR R o) Soom e A T T A P T, L VN o, 3
-
:
S e o T WL L, Tehie caageDe o 1oL o B R A
f f},'n'c_ P ¥t ™o }"; oo Y:l__'?‘l » _f *, " . "“T".:_' i"“x, (" T
b] TR el et Ty vy AT T T cod » ' T NE TR P I ot
B T T 2 L B A P A - A T, 5 g wrarde v
"‘}
.
— ¥ [ S - % . . bl
' 13T [T E ' + AP ¥ N B Lo »
are i 1
T B S A N
e '. V) L ' o i il - Uyt
- i B O A R b P R Gl o Lo T e,
B L o e S A o s A TR PRl SRS S 1
v e Lo e L ™ok L T N o2 P
Jiteene 0 P L - BTV TR T
ra - B T I - ot 1= - ot = T -~ T Aoy T
WO e LA LR e g L, N CURP R B R A g ] ¢ D E L
Lt 3 T S :‘a—" AT v na el Teae T, T L a3 Kx SR A
J,}
2
T SRy I
- i1 - E - _ ] . r - - »
L b TR S RS o i 1 Yhy i, : [ o
Y e
Ed v
e .. . e o e e e

"~ THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
-~

E Swti, Cuam, YITT ‘ i
"y HE L
ity —————
. G50 ocorr b mirersTh Flesn by ¢ Fenurorensoas wllectlon of sogndrons drawm

Teors Sovr OF ‘Tevonh oiv aorvicos. Lneluded were AT squadrons of bo-bers

and Plobbors, Morine Tob'y, 33DY, FATs, amd FAIYs, Davy Jildeabs ard fell-
eaty, BRAVIg, ceroch vlices of (11 tyees, ool low foakand F=40's and Sodsons,
A8 a Bl eore of Ble ndvomce on ol Feordic, a noer.adr ochelon, Alr Som oard
Tortiarn Soloweas (COTATULCTIILY) a5 oreabed o oordrol 21l alcorn P oenkirine
i Starminville srea.  Conbrol was bo e exerolscd threasi buao sicoriinate

3L
Malbor cocemds, one o Vresgory ond raothre for Torokira,

A mont CSwecpbstlh baeh of tle W1 3ed borbers s o beat down thie enervls
alr for e, The oo dccted ladins opes ot Loroidn, wor sibunbod uonyepousty
clese bo Tlve ey cdrriring, oo Ioarelovilie £iclis hed Doon ocunded darisr
Ble Tes door Fe Orennocrnp ab b Aenine A8 Goboter Lue ne ora of abthasz aus
abopecad v md conbingcd Serclvh dho gplblond Tase ol Lue Lewines,  41khomon
Yig,

Hea e omrcrorty 3 foveeid®lv o rosbore dus 20 sbrdng Lo servigewhiTine,

h +

g O0AL 1 ung Y wnretditiing vroacvre Lo dve vaye  2oobers ret no Inbercsphisn
on Rl Teoh cl dcc e o bebobir ond Bre {lnnd Tore v i riema Alonemsed with
all fli<uier C3corse On e dov belove bue aszmll Hie enewy, by workise arcu-d
e elook, comnkoSed 2 ner Tield ab ere ondv bo hoee U reodered dnonrative
by oan astned of 3-4Ty, SeQAR%L, TING sno 3.0, Logel sir sumerioriis was

o2
abba'ned by Uie bl ¢ Ble Trmsion was launched.

Frediminsrey Imdins on frcroary Island nad =b 7oxza om Gholsenl Izland
were carried oab oa 27 Octorer. To cover the Teeasory Tsland landins bhero
wers 16 T=2715 on sbadiom wividad inbo Lwe -voles of olvil each, one at 20,030
Teeb ani one ot 25,000 ferbe There vere #lso 16 Pei0's, a1l <4 10,000 feet,
gnd gl b YDt ogh 10,000 £ 4. In additien to thrun thore wers elsht P-31%tg
d eioab F-A0' orvdldng in bhe 19y ral arex 15 miles norbheast of the Treasury

. Telordg, The enemy zent in Mo sy cover bubt was abls bo score only two Lite

S s Rk
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L e=ob, Chen, VIIX 142

on = destrover and ko For e bor bo robire, JSn dntorcsiins feature of bhe
Treasury Tslarde landinme wis tle nse of Landing Graft Infanbry (LCIts)
in close supnork, An ICi-R4 ond an LOE-62 were arved with Lwo 20-us, three

40 opd Pive 50-colibre muchire vuns nnd were used for Tire gursor, close

33
to sheyoe. P exee winert was fooed bo neve pogsibilities md wes Lrovpecved
T4
wriga o wezd more extwasively in 1aber operatiems. oy 6 Goverher nowning

un oocrabions on Bor Srcasury Lolands vere corplebe, The Imdinvs on Cholsenld
Z3
Leps undr roeed.
The wealiminiey endines bivinet Sow well ke bime tad now e for the
zain siow—-a lmdin ; on Lhe norrod braches =6 Dmpresz Sumshe Jaye (o

~

1 hovy ber Bhe bransporsa of T-ak Fores 21, careving the liird “arins oivision,
beean unlesdinT btroons on 12 sclecbed beadhes. A3 exmeched, the enemy alr
rezchion wos swifb md enerveble. Tewsbed atunc's agnrinst both the convovss
v ShE boodos nire vhae on Delor, Talb ocven on Bhe Daw cccasions wien eney
olrnes broke biwev b bus L Gber sereen lwey were oble o inflicd only slighi
Carrorg, To o addlibion ba mlv sbhadi, e Beurainville lading ves dlao subjected
bo atbask by 2 surf-es forge. A Jovore oz task foree 1ofb Taboul on Ee-dav and
hecded for Bowwdmdlle., The coewy navel for eas wers abbacked by Allied air-
eralt kub ssthond decioive regulic. Dorint i nimt of 1/2 lovaibur = forece
of croigsrs md desbromrs z"edcr Tosye Ad-, taron Terrill atbacked the Jonancse
3

Torcesn end turned 16 baok.

The Jmnapese =bhoanied moen dreorb nce o the drive un bhe Selo-oans

et Hhotv decid ed bo serd roinfoecemonba into Fobaul fror Trmk. Sowe 250 or
207 airecats from bhe carvier Cloeb ob Prok were hhroir erainst tre 411ed

pir foresz in 30000 -nd TPY, bub Jou of thed ever rebornsd to Irull, Ca 5 ard
11 Moromher Tol. carrior Tor ocs deliverel abthbacls swainal donamae ghinnine
ak Eabral.  Goerlopestzed oloner d=llvered the pdlnel while zhore bured
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Yhirs fley aower, 0 Toumeiwyilis hoeld WS and 3¥0te of Lne Tarine
ahmntrers coovidod pock ol b ALr gurrorbe. icilbers omld rediue borbers of
2 Thirbeedh Alr Fores mor-elly oo vabed anire b oh g etives rewmole frow bhe
avea of tround fimwhirw, Ad ncom ar the bonehread wes I2GUre, adrflelds
obh Prengury I5lnd nrd Toroklna wiexs betm, g Toreine {1 er shielo
wes veady by 10 Deecsoer, bl Ly Slirling wiold 6id nobt become oporatiomal

37
anbil carly in Jonanry 1900,
Ty oway of gu0 vy 1i row be wolnked onb el b Gle Picsh awphidiows lecing

of bhw wr, tur seimre of Goedeleanal, baushl scversl lezsons thab wore of

. s vl
velue in lobar orerckicns, Yollure bo contrel tix ses e =Ir at readnlesnal

penalbed dn tho vreomalires witharswal of noval gnororh and supnly sbira, which
in trn coresed Be Torires do Aiv wd Sea cowrter sbiachks.  ATBRoatl the wrl-

woxy v oens of defendine tig ieland wag bo e Tond=brged ~icerait, bhe Jdavy in
plannine ble omsraklon [oiled o wrovide tre summlion cnd seuincent (ecessITy
fo brint the ateflolo spoodily ivbe ase. T endire osecction also enitered
Trom 1ack of noibw of co-mwnd. In snibe of Eress sharleordn”, che seimre
of Curdalearal = e, boo the hoslon of tie Yawvy, “Trine, -md fhdrei-onth Lir
Vo ge plones oh Hendrmaon Leld md exbended Thelr rante to Bhie lorsuern 30lo-
agmg , Lemdeneucd sl soaer wmd tien oble bo orian Jemanese h =as and over-
wnber snoly lines wnder dnoreasine mressws, Javrese alr weger wag subiccted
4o nn abbritien Wi . tde pessiilas Bl sceles of sechiblons Inrdias uw Bhs

Indder ol bhie Solovons Talacdps ALL %5 lordinis were siecess fal bsomuse

o}
€t
n
&
u
1

alp guneriority Ln Bie lindiny rren hnd been eslabligred =ad becaus
bazcd adreesth werz shl: ho orobeen convove aml horgunnads Lfrom serdous uolgs—
tation by the everv ale fooocs, aosbir fackx of Incorbones was e

Meor BRe boviamint Surdpsl Telscy nddobel oo the nrindnle of wnitvr of

R
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conecrned, the Seventh Alr Toree was ovbsbondingly mec cessfuls afier
2 Jmuary btz Javanesc -ode no furtler abbacks. Jeutrolia ation of Lhe
enety airficlls on Twa wos, Lowsver, only cartlally accoaplisled, &b mo
+5ae vere g1l runteys inomerstiensl and neo ranwoy ozs inoperaliomal for
even a [oll goy. ihe reosons ore clear enouzhi airfields canvot be
Sleckively newbralized by n srall foree operabing over loay Jd5 stancess to
7

he effocbive, sweh obbzeks rmat by in maes ond sustained.

S0 far as coftenint defcnses vegre eorcarned, rerulbs were sven less
effoctlive. 'ost of the dolense instollations wero desply dug in end cleverly

conce led. OShelb-rs and ~un posibionz wire of such natare md constraction

that ib weually reqrired a dirvect hit bto .ause any damass ob ¢ll, end oven

1

o d@ircct hit by the tyre of bord used {(mosbly 100~ and 500-1b. ) had very
1itble effect excepd concwssimn. The frozacnbablon eilect of any cxplogive
a8 sre-bly redicod by Ivols looge soll, w.lch was compozed of cinder and

sard. liapalm uas woed in an efford bo burn off cover fron ewplacements, bub
~

-+
LS

for a variety of reasonz bthe exmerlment wos nob & su-cz s« The -rrines

crme bo the muclusion that e only elfect of air bo-bardment was to sawe
9

the Jamnese ho comatrueh mar o extensive wadersround positions.

Tf the pre<lwnfinz sir bordardiest was insuificient and inelTective,
so maz the nawal. The lorines sstirnted 10 days of preliminary fires as
neccgoary o vromere Hie island for 2ccenlb. Tuey gob only thros Jaws!
Porsrmdment, L roct—omor binnal sbady concluded that with the force actually
arloyed = slx old tuibtleshins and four heovy md omwe It crulser-— tie

L

minln Fme required o ocetars o inlacd as thorowiuly ng pogoible for

»

oocumation wag eizhb doys. Wby vere the  arines oblijed bo o ashore ulsh

G .
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in:degunbe mrelivinary C to oo found chiclly in a tizht

oprrational schedule | toreby Tvo wag sandiiched bebwesn two major invasions
Linayen and Okin~ a. Yhe ne2ds of Ivre Jima hald %o bz reconciled with these
othtr rajor oprrefions znd of a carrier abhack azaivst Tonshu in mid-Fcbruary
by 13toher 's fagh Jorce 5%, In the words of the mrine bistorizns, "she navy
Momned and delivired rr eliminary borbrrdrsns, nob on o basis of accurately
erleulated requirercmby, bub Lo conform with the sbtratezical situation as bhe
1¢
fdrals sobimbed ib ab tho bime."  There 1as a esrbaln frony asbowd the
siimmotion. JAmwnition ung Allobted do Olinmm in vesh srommis ob the eingns e
of Tno, ¥et thr Jomanese Lactic of abrndonint the benchos ab Okinava renicrad
mich of bie nrelimdp-ry Zire azaingt that island useless.

A% 0200 on 1% Tebruorr thy Divch cave of Ianding creft hilb the beaches,
Soporrow boachhsad was established on the D st day, bubt the “arines soon
‘meombored ong of the moet ficrcely conbested batilss of bhe entirz —ar.
the Janenese on Tvo Jime »ub up a fanatieal, -.cll-nlanned, end in renious
defgrze. Lw. Jen. Todawichi Irdbayashi, the Japanese com-ander, mnde fow if
Ty crrars in nlanning and exeenting his wission of inflicbing miximum atbrition.
The Janonese were ahle to bale 5,500 imeriesn livos——a d0ll eqwal bo thelr ova
dead. Vrom D-day unbil 16 Iacch, when the islend -as declared seowe, the
Jerinec w.ere forced to inch thelr way forward and to pry the cnemy loose from

11
mell-rnhrencaied pocitions,

Jrom 190 wlwouh 22 Februory the fozt carviers were on hand to azsaish the
gzeorh carrlers in wrovidip< eloze cunmort, Thorenfter the burden had to bo
corricd by 10 eseort carriers, a force inadeauate Lo the basks ab hond. Turing
the eorly stazes ol tha operation thn Seventh iir Force 2-24'5 hit obker islonds

o

in gae Mowno Shobo and Lhkey, alons w.i%h the carrier olrnesz, weve abls to wointain

LR IR I i e R O
T he
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adr caperioriby. Yhe only ~;c:)::i_csuc air ooposition came at dusk on 21 lebruary
when aboub 2 doren enemy plance made a low level gbback on a earricr umib.
Althou~h 211 dntrudzs were Jhob doun, Shey sucesasded in siniing the Ziswarck

12
Jea and domaygdiny the Sarabow, Lonvg Poinl, wnd m I5T

The Dirsh T=517s of dhe 156h droun beran to srrive on Tho on & larch.
wibh the wibhdvaaal of all ezrrisec on 11 'arch Tor roarm et ond renlonishe
morh, Bhe fall bard:n of alr dolinge rad plr maroord f2ll uvcon Lapl~based
avizsion. Th T=51tz Mer, zows 135 orving ond straliny serbie. avoinabt pill-
boues, cave enbroness, un gmalacowenbs, 31ik brondies, lroops, tnd ctores,
Thouth the pildhe <erc inexosriconcsd in close sumnorl onerablons they levrned
auickly Crom bhe wardos pllohs and lent mbcrial agni-ibsnce in bhe Dinal
rednebion of the islard. Yhe 15EM Troap wloo Treniched covab alr matrel
beinnint 7 Jarch ard continminy rrachically o the snd of $he war. AL nizht
e P=611s rencrally {low mtrol. o Ibh tae arrival of othy wniss ‘he Jizhters

13

zo sagumed bhe T-24's hardmn of meubralizin: Chichi Jima znd Fehn Jima.

Clzinn.

The landing on Okinxm vas the resnld of the —am Jocisionc thab had geb

un the Two Jimn operatlion. On 2 Ochobie 1944 the JU5 hed decided bo bypass

Forrmogn omd o oeize Inron, Tuo Jimm, od the “sultyus in succession. The

ddroebive rocolved by Admdral Timitsc on 3 Cotober ordored him o seizneg one or

rore positions in the Ryd'tyus by L "arch 1945, Okinowa was <oon selected as
iz rosh cadhehls posih lon bub delsve in tho Imron cemmali-«n foveed a voszinone~
14
ks of Leday to 1 Lorll,
Oiinaun wac e Josh, oad prooably bhe mosh A3fflculd, step in the Jreab

fuecp acToss ko Combedl Toelilie, The mrvrose of Bhe oncration vas Lo selze

= bazs lor tho Timal soceauld s roinch Jonen,  Chvinewa s about 60 miles lono

R nes o
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and from 2 to 18 milez ”!‘l'is’.‘.’, 13th 2 bohal “rec of 435 scuare miles. Situated

only zhoul 350 wile: from the home lolandz, 16 ofiered numerous alrfield

gites Drom vwileh planes of 2lmost my byne could roach the indusbrisl aress of
coublicen Jaman. T35 bad excellent anchorages nd it wes of a size sullicisnd
For bthes staiint of assault droons for svbseguent onsrations. Uwsn il an assaalt
on Joman pronor woTsd unncessdary, possesslon of Oklnava oald pormit

Irevrdiesn naval and 2dr noler ko sonirol the Trsb Cwina Jea, Jhich ¢owacands bhe
arcroaches %0 horeq, 'anchwis, Jormosa and the dorvh China conszt, in addition

. 15

to Ja00n wooir.

Tn plaanin< the oporntion (eoled TCUT 73), afr curerioriby wos a con-
sidganbion ol rrime imrorsones, CTh- eneny conld bz expaeted to renist to the
1l exlont of hin remzinin g siecnzbh. Yo coulde=in facl did--ubilize whah
rorined ol hle naval forees, S they were Soo veak o olfer rerious diallon’s.
Tavhored thoath hie afr forons iere, Tuybe tzd reoven that by concentrating
on the zosaunld forces and by wse of kManilmze bachice Lhey conld cousblbute a
Tormid-ble menoce. Oliamva was vibhin resch o pumeronz Jweness alr Clells,
Tuowould be necessory threfore Lo neubrrlice olr mo e wnot omly dn the objizchiv
arza mk 2lvo ab bl mwmerous stavine cress, iaclulin, Libe home islindz, Tor-osa,
she China eomoh, and the Tyulrus.
wingun was the larzesh amph

by

ibious drvasion of bhe Faclific war. The ozl
hroons comdbhed nwarberad over Al 2 million, over 1,200 shipns were usced, ond
orar 500 earvier-based oireralt vervicimisd. The srmp-lavy task Iorce,
deci-nabed Lho Conbral Fngific Dosk Forces juas comanded by Admical DNajmond A.
Spruanee.  Uhe e incinnl navy uniis were She Covordint Forces and Snscial Grouns
Tacl: Torae 50), comuand:d By Ioruones ~argontlly and a Joint Imedibionary

Toree (Took Toree 51), comrndad by Viee Addral “Vichmond ¥l Turrer. Uhe

RTINS
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Crreditioncry Troops (Tack Tarce 5H) Lers MG ey 'GOEEWOE Lt, Cen, Simon
®
3. Cnclmer, commander of Bhe nely ackivabed Yenth Jriay.  when Adwmiral Spruonce
decided shat the apphibious pmse & the onpabion hfa%,been gaccesafully con-
(o]
Pictod, Foeral Bucimer was bo asmvg comrand ashore,
Oedirinel nlant For omration TCOTT3 conbemlnbed bhrec phases of operations:

the selwx o of new by Forzm Sebbo aad

"

ielen 3hipa Izlomds about a weck hofore
the =nin Inndivre and oceawribion of southorn vars of Okiaamaj; capture of Te

Shima ond oscumtlon of the norbhern pord of Okimnwaj; occupation of the rowaining

kS

-

rojilkicns In %hs Jlansol 3hcho. Jvboequenh evenbs wade neccozwry diontos in this
17
sobeduln,

{11 i lovens In fike Pacific Ind 2 part, dlrcelly or indircetly, in the
biers to dsolnbe Ohinavm. Tho Shrate-ic Alr Torces, FOIL, wes o neusrali=zc
tnoy ale bages dn Lin Carolines and Zonins, fo ohrilke Giinowva and Janen iben
nreckicabls, and o wovide finhber cover Tor the Tuonbiseth Adr 7orce miscions
grainst Jaman.  Yhe Coasandor, Torcard Sroas Oeapbral Pacific, was to use his
arval alr strenith to vrovide anbi-cubmaring covernie, neubralize by-passed
gnemy boses, omd Awrnlsh lovishic suoport. Foroes cubelide POA had imnorbank
airnerting rolxn.  FPlanos froa 3.7°4 were to enja~o in seorenos agd in cormbinucus
obriles atainst Yormosa as soon ps bthe sibuablon on Luron permibied.  For the
firgh blre, 5-297%s wonld ave mn dmporkant vole in m smphibious overabion.
Gri-inelly, %ha China~bascd X0 Bombar Comwmd was %0 carry ous cesrch znd
bombing operziions afainst Formosa ~hile the I Sorber Comrand frorm apisnas
buses concenlrat.d on Okiravz, "ymchm, and obher noinks in the howe islands.

The dacislon in Januery B0 wibhirvew 77 Rovbar CGorsnnd from Chinsse bases canceled

bz vt in the wrosrnn exeent in rovard Lo nhobo recommoiszsnac.  Accordiny

B0 blex orizieal JU3 dieoebdws tovernin: emrlomond of v*c::'yghnaw hotlar s, Adwiral
Bl

ik
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Tmits, as thoat.ar cowrandor cowld dlverd bhe I Sodder Commpmd [rom ibs

mrimary shraderic bowbordunt nizglon by declaring a tactlesl or cirateric
Emoreney——en arran s -mond similar to Shab coverninz the amnloymznt of the

Tifboonth M Toree In 1700, Soewoer, Toural fornold, on the day bedoaro bhe

invasion siaz lamcheo informed T4mits that 20 Bosizer Govwad  as ko he asad

Lo dntame o opvesirn of TOUID Y as inieun gort of bive and casaclbies. The

Surerforhs vere 5o o emioved thamever ond o hsrever Wney eould hove o oJdzelsivs
13

erdless of ~hsther on aneeroy exirted.

[
J
2
=]
o
“
H

Ar oworerd ob bhe tartob arsn cag B0 br trovidad by the fast eteviors of
fagk Torec 53 md Ly bl cocort carricrs of Tesk Force 52, for the first btiwe
thz fe3% carvicrs wero Lo b ovailable ob the Sarict srea for a prolonzed tine
o furnish sumrort ard combat fiv pabrols. Wb fegb carriors vigre Lo covar
mine-sucening oprrabican, it boriebs os Okimava Vkat conlld not be woachod by
sanlire, destroy enory delenser and air Instzliabions, and sbtrafe the larding
beadhes. +he cscord ecarrices vere Lo twrovide aircealt for direct sworort miscions,
anbi-cuiraring patrolsz, navel and ariillery munfire spostin,, alr suly, and
phobo siccioag.

Th. meolinies s borderdiend of Ceinawa ond romortin: Dases beran mon’hs
in advance of the landin-s. Th:r "irst f2a% carrier abusaclh had beon mzde as
carly as Geldber tmd subioquoens atbacs vere made in Jauwery. Co 13 and 19

aren Vieo Adsdl llero L. TdtehorTs lagk Fores 5% raided airfields on Xyuskn
and Tenshu and shiprins in the Indlend Sea. Bwiny Tebrunry and lacen, land-
Rozed aldreraft from bhe Thrianas or 3oL mdle almost dqily attacks over tle
Ryakyus ard adjacent wabers, Szarch and patrol boriers helned to isolate Ultnawa

20
by desbroyint car o velsels, 1w, rscn, cnd ohhar craft,

Cn 26 end 27 Jarch the 776k Tivision mde its rroliminary londincs din the

TE IS TR UN TR £ YT
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orere Zesland: srd Yeize Shima. Slthonvh neither of thege positiong afforded

4

i
5
b
Y
o
2
o
3
e
i
'—l

3
o
2
L4

Mlest anchornter lhey olferad, Jn onomecked windfoll 1o
oreratilons was the capbure ol sowme 350 cuieide hoabs that the Jaranese inbonded

2 azoingt the Invosion comvoys., On Mleise Shice the Tenth dmy mowmted
21
e battalions of 155-rm. tms ko cuwnort the abiack on Cldnamz,
Cn the 27uh, 165 3-23's of "I Domber Corpwnd Ilew their fi-at ascheduled

misaion avainst alrliclds and defense Ingtollabions in Byoasta. Thab od-ht

the very heavy borhors boian zovine aerial mines in the Shiwonoseli Strails
22

i:!o

1 o eldort o bobtle un shi~winy in the Inland Sea durins Hhs ascault,
In rremaration Jor the mrin Inndin-g on 1 il the irvy carried oud
a ceven~d-y bosvardrert, and earrisr plares raxed over tie islsod. I is
imneongible o oolianbo tho offactivenes of tir nresaratory oncr-iicrs boenusc
the delcnagrs oitoln 50 ofler only tokon resistance 2L th- beaches, TH. Jeon.
Titguru Uchijima, Jonmpese eommerdor ab Oltlrora, had lestrueted hic roons:
Foe it rake Lt our basic princinla %o allow the enany bo land in 11111.“
Ushijima had wdithdrawm hds jareison inbe woll-prosarsd 6 efenges, ecntoially

4

in the routh rm mrt o he dgland » ma disnoscd s forces in grect Jdersh.

J

1 dmponecs on Ofinao, oo on Tvo Jime, Look cvery ndvanta,e of ruio:d herrain

AT

N

ond inflieted woriwn abfribion on bhe fmericans. rhere were over 100,000
eneriy broops and they were able to wolon; thy compgi~n Jor 22 days and to
s
incliet 49,000 casualiircs, of ~.hich abous 12,300 werao %illed or mis sin;.2
Tie assauls Lroops hed cvpecbed bhe Jeranose Lo pal up a fanabical
delcnse, bub thoy izd not snticipt~d 2 virtml obrndommont 07 the: benches.

Trrine md Apwy dalembryven beran sbornine cohore 2t €330 on 1 Awedl., 3y

ni-ts fall, 50,000 troops were aghore cnd Meld a bcachhead alonz the Hawushi

ATOINE + RN

P ; e
Y e R ALY
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traches, During the fIrsb doys the troops pushed reoidly inland and fonned
oub ko the narih and south, 7l okcad of schedule. 3y 4 Arril the Tonbh
Arwy held en arca 15 miles lons end fvom 3 bo 10 miles wide. This benchhead
included two airfizlds, Ledena end Yontan. Adr, as well as tround resistance,
a8 1ixke during tho firel days, bub lordhaze vlancs menaed to score hits on

25
vhe Jeob T vinia, tuo breasperbo, sad an I6Y,

=

Lz the Arny and Mzrine troons prutared o trobe the main defenses in bhe
sounthorn ond narthern revions of bhe 3cianl, the cunewy besan his alr and sea
combicratiaciz. On 6 Arril Lhe Jonomese wnleashed o ferocious atback by over
350 Toniliaze and al-ost as many convenbional plones. Zxrecting ouch attack,
the mablelreralt and earrior wlrncs desbroyed avound 300 enerv nlanes, Wb
not belore tio destroyors, a alnesviozpor, two amrunision chilpas and an IST
nzad been sunk md nurirous obhor vessels dam 1eds Thot nizlb bhe enemy flest
appearcd to combesh $h: Jandinzs dn it was virtuslly o suicide anratencnt,

Flines frorm I 58 sonk the Zanace, the Yol ve, =nd four destroyers and Inflicted

gerious darmile on one decbroyer. The last sortie of the Iemorisl Tleeb was
thos broken un by air nouer. “ub bhe renace of kardbrae abiaclks ecoqtinued,

el

g8 Jers Tlom.

11y

“lbotetlir, from 6 Jowil fo 22 Junc, ehout 1,900 gwicide sort

Ver thir eflorl Lhs Jansze were ablc bo aink 25 ghivs and to seore 120 hits
24
rearly 100 nesy «wi~-os,

fu ]

ary

In o&lition o the T=00 2000rh, Wi Pifth fip
27
orrosa biwoushout Jorils The "IN £4bbers of 77T T4 Joser Gorpend

oo poundad Hhe sulcide
heses on 7
clgo rode a dirceb contridwsion to the suceecs of the O-inava aanmiin., On

16, 19, and 22 Aordl tho P-51's worked over ihe airfislds on Fynoiu and Yonshos
Ifhroathout the rest of o comwain the P=51's wmde nericdic gsueumy over air-

ficldc in soubhern Jetn.  shey elaimed &4 cnory plones destroyed and 120

ONFDENTE

AL HarY iNi‘imﬁ!aihﬁ

"~ THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
—

Yty

oH

.I; ; Eﬁw,\ W%1 ,
,"ﬂ

A5~06, Chape 71IX 16
i_ B
derorad on the Jround, in adld i‘b:l’.en ta 10 ghot dcmn in combat. To achieve

e

Hhese reoulbs bhe VIT Dithbier Corand lost Y1 nlanes in coubat and 7 from

other causse, Unfavorable wanthor and %l enery's labibk of shiltin~ planes
r;rs

el

from field to Li~1d wrevented the hoped=for widecnrcad desirochion.

Tarinz the Jdrst week of bhe Cliino i campaiomm sll dirsct air suoport
“ran carrisc=based. The firsl thio croups of fidhater planss bo oncrate owb of
Yontan e Padepo Tlelds .ere "aring aireraft and ilroutiwnt Lhe opzralicn

LUiie Tardne pilows s.ere In she wajority. 3y the ond of Thy & towal of 270

3,

Corsairs and 20 lrry Thanderuolte are oprrabin: ool of the Yonban, Fadena,
2’)
ond Te Shima alrfiells

witn the Liberavion of sle Thdlippincs ond tho zelswre of Do Jima and
Cilnena the reeglizdnerics o Bl finel lmock-oub blory had been cccomnlished.
ALL 4he mansrous landin-~s in toth the Confral and Sonihwest racifle Areas mad
Ween 2imed tovard bthe finel real—invasion of the home i3lands, Teh ihese
rroliminory oporallony hiwd in fact accomplished bhe defeab of the enemy.
Sev.reance of surface comunlebions, stratciic bombardnent, and finslly the )

atoreie bowh wade fhe Zined wrent amrhibicus opsrabion in the Pacific

MM~ LECITE T -
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Hohe degmon of Tieoord, bl har gosboru o, 0T brecboed lur

alg~=gon woon o cowneilsag ool W A € horae SITL YD S

Gl Tl o v oTeen, Boooag cosdd aob breols o tuerrdor ot B oy s

Lowbionb o ra ol o Uok koo Uoeoeride of ene oo B imoaloace

AT b oL o Ein o v <laenare Wt L 2 apdew Wi Aot lishy ool eih
e iy, T3 bpedl Voraen T oXodistan oo oovdned Gewbhorent W DAL, Sollesh
TLd i fLeeor omoone O Cle rent Dwodmve obnls Dy o1 mrgerzefal aeidiniors

crrpmbioant e mns 0. po dinaopd,  Tho ioepriencs of Lorld oo Trogherad
r.aobadny elomoep bem Jvs v Y Do owndho ool oncnd,

In Soins op robloan, wadhn of oo Jond vesng L0t Buoor g 1T e cone
SV g es nd a0 o wd w Tde o v Terg Jox U oaty, venaed, vl ol
Tore o. +O0% ~reor e onb c~opes e Biod abliiobton of Lis eonernd Bihiss
el Lhw woriens seevicss ood ldees o5 2 dloerge w0 Beoren of dincors.t
ir vt B oo ks o0 R cosor Lo gt TUoribilior, nien vdlion 3%
oL oiblt ho oonloy e Wols cizihb oof e llebll ode couor nooinct solacteld
Lremohs in bvra. T Lilc JLLwIBETIST Ao .0 9o colevwd Bo ih Jull, cotbrold
Fash T ocenbro Ll A ol gooond e, ol Blwca T oy c L POres 0o 30T
Do ookl Tfeleen oo erde ee e eluorly Bl Zollr ol paveddling ool nir
roscr W b liwideed oo sydera. LALbon m Tl ohe Corees plovel fonere ro tinord

rolo a0 8- ReTe bora 2 vl Tivea eredid foe, Lo D11 usifrh o oir

Sy oep yns robh ot B0 Besg ot cpihiecl aven. U Otz sifuobion uss corrsoked

I By Zheilion I sfiom, ot il ol oo v Teovtiled dn L _urctean

Peoaber Lhreoashort e -rmre. D sendnug. of Lhls dochrire Las ell lps~

SRR

) o o e 43 xmg.w-pwc’ Hf'i‘kw-f
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By bed when fhe eritlicoc L st tu—fi&.‘.ﬁﬂ doveloned -t Angio in wid-l'thraary 1944.

'FG =06, Cran, YIV

)

By evoncenbrabine bie M1l weighb of alr rower In bthe area und - r hervy
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