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Since the beginning of World War I it has beenlt
practice of the US Air Force to award credits to nd;
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St. Louis, research was continued there under the direction of Mr.
J.D. Kilgore and Mr, Cletus J. Cattoor. During the war Mzjor
{now Lreutenant Colonel) George C. Bales collected data on the aces,

pared the official chart, "Jet Aces of the Korean Conflict, " which

the Air Force published in 1957. These materials, which were trans.
ferred to the USAF Historical Division in 1957 when the Division be-
came responsible for historical matters pertaining to USAF victory
credits, were of great value in the Preparation of this study. Much
additional research was required, however, to complete the previous
compilations, obtain data on units and aircraft, verify names, ranks,
and serial numbers, resolve problems concerning duplicate credits
that had been awarded in some cases, and prepare the statistical

data which is Presented in Part III of the study,

* No comparable 11st has been published for World War II. For World
Wazr I, Air Service Information Circular (Hea.vier—Than—Air), Vol I, No.
7, 9 Feb 1920, revised 22 Jul 1931, Provides a list of the recipients and
their total scores; however, the Circular does not give any data on the
Separate credits awarded to each person,
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This study was initiated in 1961 by Dr. Albert F. Simpson, Chiei
of the USAT Historical Division, and was prepared under the supervi-
sjon of Dr. Maurexr Maurer, Chief of the Historical Studies Branch.

Dr. Robert F. Tutrell, author of The United States Air Force in Kozrea,
1950-1953, * served as consultant and provided a list of aces in the order
in which each gained his fifth victory in air-to-air combat over Korea.
Mr. Lawrence J. Paszek, Historian in the Historical Studies Branch,
and Lieutenant Colonels John F. Avery, Arthur H. Bowers, and John B.
Deavours, Air Force reserve officers who had short tours of active duty
with the Branch, assisted with the verification of data. The Data Pro-
cessing Center of Alr University made a series of tabulations of the
data and processed the 1ist of credits reproduced in Part I of this study.
Typing and clerical services were performed by Mrs. Lois L. Lynn.
Mrs. Molly L. Keever prepar ed the final copy for the printer.

The USAF Historical Division will appreciate comments concern-
ing this study. Comumunications should be addressed to ASI (HS), Max-
well AFB, Ala.

% Publiched by Duell, Sloan, and Pearce, 1961.
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L. LIST OF KOREAN CREDITS

During the Korean War, Far East Air Forces (FEAF) claimed the
destruction of 976 enemy aircraft. Some claims made by persons or
units assigned or attached to FEAF were not confirmed when they were
evaluated against available evidence (e, g., gun-camera film. or eye-
wilness reports). Sufficient evidence has been found, however, to sup-
port awards of official USAF credits to 470 persons for the destruction
of 935 enemy aircraft. Of these 935 credits, 895. 5 have been bestowed
upon members of the USAF and the remaining 39, 5 upon members of
other services--US Navy, US Marine Corps, * Royal Air Force, Royal
Australian Air Force, and Royal Canadian Air Force--who served in
combat with FEATF, the superior USAF command in the theater. The
credits are for aircraft destroyed in the air (893) and on the ground (42),
Most of them (907) were won by fighter pilots; some (27) went to gunners
on bomber and reconnaissance aircraft; one was given to the pilot of a
light bomber.# In no case was a credit divided among more than two
bersons, but if two men participated in the destruction of one enemy
Plane, each received one-half of one credit,

Awards of "official credit for destruction of enemy aircraft! were
made by means of general (later special) orders published by Headquarters
FEATF (later redesignated Headquarters Pacific Air Forces), FEAF,
however, did not begin to award credits until nearly 10 months after the
Lirst enemy plane was destroyed; consequently, it is possible that some
of the early victories were not recorded. In fact, credits for the first
three victories, which were won on 27 June 1950, were not awarded un-
til 13 February 1962, Additional credits may be bestowed if in the future
sufficient evidence is found to justify such action. The list which follows
covers the Korean credits awarded through 1 June 1963,

% For a list of enemy aircraft destroyed by personnel of the US Navy and
US Marine Corps, including those destroyed by Navy and Marine pilots
attached to FEAF units, see Maleolm W. Cagel and Frank A. Manson,
The Sea War in Korea {Annapolis: US Naval Institute, 1957), pp 526-527,
# The pilot of the light bomber, a B-26, was Capt Richard M. Heyman
of the 8th Bombardment Sq, 3d Bombardment Gp. For a brief account of
the action in which Heyman destroyed a PO-2, see Futrell, The USAF in
Korea, 1950-1953, p 282, o
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Note on Format

The list, in which recipients of credits are listed in alphabetical
order, provides the following data for each credit officially awarded:

NAME: The person who received the credit.

RANK: The person's rank as shown in the order awarding the credit,

If the order indicated a change in rank after the action for which
the credit was awarded, the former rank is listed.

SERIAIL: The serial number of the person credited. The number is in
the format prescribed by the USATF for personnel rosters produced
by automatic equipment for processing data. In that format, the
serial numbey of a Navy or Marine officer is prefixed by '"NO, "'
and that of a foreign officer by 1FQO!; in addition, one or more
zeroes are inserted between the prefix {including the "AQ" prefix
to the serial number of a USAF reserve officer) and the number
proper if required to £i11 all of the columns allotted on the punched
card used to record the data.

SERVICE: The service (e.g., USAF, US Navy, or Royal Air Force) of
which the person was a member.

UNIT: The unit to which the person was assigned or attached for duty,
or with which he was flying, at the time of the action for which the
credit was awarded. The unit is indicated by its numerical design-
ation and echelon, but not by function (e.g., bombardment or
fighter). In the list, "GP" indicates assignment or attachment
to headquarters of a tactical group; NWG" indicates assignment or
attachment to the headquarters of a tactical wing or, in one instance,
to one of the wing's supporting units.

CREDIT: Listed by number and type: 2a whole (WH) credit is shown as
1.0; a fractional (FR), i.e.., half, credit is shown as 0. 5; Al in-
dicates credit for an enemy plane destroyed in air-to-air combat;
nG" indicates credit for one destroyed on the ground.

DATE OF CREDIT: The date (day, mionth, and year) on which the enemy
plane was destroyed.

TYPE ENEMY AIRCRAFT: The designation of the enemy aircraft des-
troyed. The designations UPROP and NTET" refer to propeller-
driven or jet alrcraft that were not identified by specific type.

TYPE UN AIRCRAFT: The designation of the United Nations aircraft
in which the recipient of the credit was flying at the time of the
action.

CREW POSITION: The position of person awarded the credit, with "P"
indicating piloet, and '"'G" indicating gunner,

ORDER: The number and daie (year) of the TEAF/PACAT general or
special oxdexr (G-Series) containing the credit,

2
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II. CREDITS v. CLAIMS

Of the 976 enemy aircraft which FEAF claimed to have destroyed
during the Korean War, 953 were attr:.buted to USAF personnel: 900
in air-to-air combat and 53 on the ground USAF personnel have been
awarded credits for the destruction of 895. 5 enemy aircraft: 853,5 in
the air and 42 on the ground.

A complete list of the 953 claims is not available and cannot be com-
piled from existing sources; consequently, an item-by-item collation of
credits and claims is impossible. Statistics are available, however, for
a month-by-month comparison, ¥ Such a2 compariscon has revealed some
interesting discrepancies.

With the wartime total of these USAF claims exceeding the credits
by 57.5, it is evident that for at least some months the claims must ex-
ceed the credits; however, no logical explanation has yet been found for
the fact that for some months (e. g., April 1951) the credits exceed the
claims, These discrepancies in the monthly figures naturally raise some
doubts as to the validity of the procedures by which claims were re-
corded and credits were awarded, * " Following is a month-by-month
comparison of credits and claims,

* USAF Statistical Digest, FY 1953, pp 20-25,

# The half credit is the restult of & division of one credit between a USAF
pilot (Col. James K. Johnson} and a Marine pilot ( Capt, Dewey F. Dun-
ford) for a MIG-15 they destroyed near Sinuiju, Korea, at 1540 on 17 May
1953,

¥ Monthly figures for claims are given in USAF Statistical Digest, FY
1953, pp 20-25; monthly figures for credits were tabulated for the USAF
Historical Division by Air University's Data Processing Center,

*% For a detailed examination and discussion of the various systems
used by the USAF in processing claims and awarding credits during World
Wars I and II and the Korean War, see A Preliminary List of U.8. Air
Force Aces, 1917-1953, pp 6, 10-12, 31-32, 35-38,
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Year and Month Air Ground Total
Credits/Claims Credits/Claims Credits/Claims
1950
Jun-Jul 20/29 19/16 39/45
Aug 0/2 5/27 5/29
Sep 0/1 6/3 6/4
Oct c/0 0/0 0/0
Nov 9/9 1/0 10/9
Dec 6/8 0/2 6/10
1951
Jan 5/7 0/0 5/7
Feb 1/1 0/0 1/1
Mar 4/9 070 4/9
Apr 22/12 o/0 22/14
May 6/8 0/1 6/9
Jun 14/18 0/0 14/18
Jul 9/1z2 0/0 9/12
Aug 4/4 0/o 4/ 4
Sep 13/14 0/0 13/14
Oct 35/32 0/0 35/32
Nov 25/27 4/4 29/31
Dec 32/29 0/0 32/29
1952
Jan 32731 0/0 32/31
Feb 17/17 0/0 17/17
Mar 37/39 0/0 37/39
Apr 44/45 2/0 46/ 45 g
May 34/32 5/0 39/32
Jun 21/20 0/0 21/20
Jul 16/19 0/0 16/19
Aug 32/34 ¢/0 32/ 34
Sep 59/63 0/0 59/63
QOct 25, 5/27 0/0 25, 5/27
Nov 27/28 0/0 27/28
Dec 26/28 0/0 26/28
I
40
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Year and Month Air Ground Total .
Credits/Claims Credits/Claims Credits/Claims

1953
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul

Total

39/39
26/25
34, 5/34
24/27
56.5/58
71/78

27/ 32

853, 5/900

0/0
0/0
0/0
0/0
0/0
0/0
0/0

42/53

39/39
26/25
34.5/34
24/27
56. 5/ 58
71/78

27/32

895.5/953
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11, STATISTICAL DATA

Although the list in Part I of this study supplies detailed data con-
cerning the credits awarded to the various persons, it does not readily
provide data on the number of credits awaxded to personnel of the differ-
ent units, the number of each of the various types of enemy aircraft which
were destroyed, and other information which may be desired by persons
interested in Korean credits. Such information is presented in the statis-
tical tables which follow.

A. SUMMARY OF CREDITS

Credits
Awarded to
Ajr-Air Air-Ground Total
USAF Fighter Pilots 825. 56 42.0 867.5
USAF Light-Bomber
Pilot 1.0 - 1.0
USAF Gunners 27.0 - 27.0
USAT Total 853, 5 42,0 895, 5
Fighter Pilots of Other
Services 39,5 - 39.5
Total Credits 893,0 42,0 935.0
B, NUMBER OF PERSONS CREDITED
Function Service No. of Persons
Fighter Pilot USAF 420
Fighter Pilot Non-USAF 25
Light-Bomber Pilot USAF 1
Gunner USAF 24

43
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C. DISTRIBUTION OF CREDITS BY UNIT

Unit Credits
Alr-Air Air-Ground Total

Squadrons

8th Bomb (L) 1.0

9th Ftr-Bmr 1.0

1Z2th Ftr-Bmr 2,0 -

16th Ftr-Intcp 85.0

Z5th Ftr-Intep 110.5

Z8th Bomb (M) 9

30th Bomb (M) 6.

35th Ftr-Bmr T.
8
1
6

1 1

- 02
Lt " AR © N I § 7 T N T S
- e e et e T
CoOoBmoOooo

-3
o
—

[

36th Ft»-Bmr
3%th Ftr-Intcp 101,
67th Ftr.Bmyr 1
68th Ptr-AW 2
77th RAAF 1,
80th Ftr-Bmry 4
91st Strat Recon (M) 1
93d Bomb (M) 1
111th Ftr-Bmsxr 1
154th Ftr-Bmr 1
158th Ftr-Bmr 1
182d Ftr-Bmrzr 1.
4
2
8

oy
=
o

1oL, 0

L]
Mo
N =
(==

ot

N

L=

[ )

O
nMnoocooocoocoo

-

319th Ftr-Intcp .
334th Ftr-Intcp 142,
335th Ftr-Intcp 21

1
B o et et e i
[ L .

[
[ oS IS
—
*

* This tabulation, based upon data contained in the orders awarding the
credits, gives totals for the credits awarded to persons who flew with the
varioue combat squadrons or who were assigned or attached to the head-
quarters of the various groups or wings, It ig interesting to note that one
combat wing, the 4th Fir Intcp (including the 4th Fir Intcp Gp and the 334th,
335th, and 336th Ftr Intep Sqs), accounted for more than 54 percent of the
enemy aircraft for which credits were awarded, The number of enemy
aircraft destroyed by any one organization depended upon the kind of
aircraft used, the level of training and experience, the quality of leader-
ship, the length of time in combat, the character of the operations assign-
ed, and a2 number of other factor 8, many of which were beyond the organ-
ization's control.
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Unit Credits
Ajr-Alr Ajr-Ground Total
Squadrons
e
11 4,0 12

336th Ftr-Intcp 6
339th Ftr-AW 1
343d Bomb (M) 4
344th Bomb (M) 1.
371st Bomb (M) 5
5224 Ftr-Esc 1
523d Fitr-Esc 3

wr—'mr-ml-lc
coo oo oWum

Group Headquarters

4th Ftr-Intcp 20,5 - 20.5
8th Ftr-Bmr - 4,0 4.0
27th Ftr-Esc 1.0 - 1.0
5lst Ftr-Intcp 5.0 - 5,0

Wing Headquarters

4th Fie-Intcp 4.0 - 4.0
51st Ftr-Intep 6.5 - 6.5
Total 893, 0 42,0 935,0

¢

D. DISTRIBUTION OF CREDITS BY SCORE (Air-Air Credits of Pilots)

No. of Enemy

No, of Pilots
Aircraft Destroyed

Credits

5. 0 or moxe 39 305. 5
4.5 1 4,5
4.0 14 56,0
3.5 2 7.0
3.0 25 75,0
2.B 7 17.56

warded to a pilot assigned to the wing's air base

% Includes one credit a
group.

4 TIncludes,
fighter pilots (39.5¢

in addition to USAF fighter pilots (825.5 credits), non-USAT
redits) and the one light-bomber pilot (1. 0 credit).

Less than 10 percent of the USATF fighter pilots who received credits for
but these aces received 36 percent of the

aerial victories became aces,
credits awarded to USAT fighter pilots for enemy aircraft destroyed in

aerial combat.
45
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Credits No, of Pilots No. of Encry
Adr-Ajy Aircraft Destroyed
2.0 66 132.0
1.5 22 33.0
1.0 214 214, 0
0.5 43 21,5

Total 433 866, 0

E. DISTRIBUTION OF CREDITS BY RANK (USAF Personnel)

Rank Credits
Ajr-Air Air-Ground Total
Col 54,5 - 54, 5
Lt Col 49,0 8.0 57.0
Maj 144, 8 7.0 151, 5
Capt 247,0 17,0 264, 0
Ist Lt 289, 0 10,0 299, 0
2d 1t 42, 5 - 42, 5
T/Sgt 2.0 - 2.0
5/8gt 2.0 - 9.0
Sgt-AlC 14,0 - 14,0
Cpl 1.0 - 1,0
Pic 1.0 - 1,0
Total 853, 5 42, 0 895, 5

Alrcraft Credits
Air-Air Air-Ground Total
R AT LRt maround el
F.5] 12,0 7.0 19,0
F-80 17.0 24.0 41.0
F-82 3.0 - 3.0
F-84 10.0 - 10.0
F-86 818, 0 I1.0 829.0
F-94 4,0 - 4,0
46
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Aircraflt Credits
Alr-Air Ailr-Ground Total
B-Z6" 1.0 - 1.0
B-29" 27.0 - 27,0
MKS* 1.0 - 1,0
Total 893,0 42, 0 935, 0

G, DISTRIBUTION OF CREDITS BY KIND OF ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Enemy Airxcrafi Destroved
In Air On Ground Total
11.,-2 - 1.0 1.0
IL-10 9.0 - 9.0
IL-12 1.0 - 1.0
LA.T 3.0 - 3.0
LA-9Q 6.0 - 6.0
MIG-15 841.0 4,0 845.0
PO-2 1.0 - 1.0
TU-2 9.0 - .0
YAK¥ - 5.0 5.0
YAK-3 4,0 - 4,0
YAK-9 14,0 12,0 26,0
YAK-11 1.0 - 1.0
JET** 1.0 - 1.0
PROPF# 3,0 20, 0 23,0
Total 893,0 42,0 935, 0

% Includes reconnaissance (RB) as well as bomber (B) aircrait,

{ Meteor jet flown by Flying Officer Bruce Gogerly of the 77th RAAF 8q,
+ Specific model not identified,

% Jev aircraft; specific kind not identified,

{4 Propeller-driven aircraft; specific kind not identified,
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| |

IV. ACES"
Name Date of Final Score
5th Victory (Aerial Victories)
Jabara, James 20 May 51 15,0
Becker, Richard S, 9 Sep 51 5.0
Gibson, Ralph D, 9 Sep 51 5.0
Creighton, Richard D, 27 Nov 51 5.0
Davis, George A., Jr. 30 Nov 51 14,0
Marshall, Winton W. 30 Nov 51 6.5
Whisner, William T., Jr. 23 Feh 52 5.5
Gabreski, Francis S. 1 Apr 52 6.5
Moore, Robert H, 3 Apr 52 50
Kincheloe, Iven C., Jr, 6 Apr 52 5.0
Love, Robert J, 21 Apr 52 6.0
Westcott, William H. 26 Apr 52 5.0
Latshaw, Robert T., Jr, 3 May 52 5.0
Adams, Donald E, 3 May 52 6.5
Kasler, James H. 15 May 52 6.0
Thyng, Harrison R, 20 May 52 5.0
Low, James F, 15 Jun A2 9,0
Jolley, Clifford D, 8 Aug 52 7.0
Blesse, Frederick C, 4 Sep 52 10,0
Risner, Robinson 21 Sep B2 8.0
Baker, Royal N, 17 Now 52 13,0
Lilley, Leonard W, 18 Nov 52 7.0
Foster, Cecil G. 22 Nov b2 9.0
Overton, Dolphir D., III 24 Jan 53 5.0
Fischer, Harold E, 24 Jan b3 10.0

% See note in Preface, In addition to 38 USAF aces, this list includes
Maj John F. Bolt, a Marine Corps pilot who was attached to a USAF unit
and was awarded 6 credits by FEAF. The Navy's Korean ace, Lt Guy B.
Bordelon gained his fifth victory on 16 Jul 1953; although he apparently
was flying under the direction of Fifth Air Force when he gained his
victories, he evidently was not formally attached to a FEAF unit and con-

sequently did not receive his credits from FEAF,
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Name Date of Final Score
5th Victory (Aerial Victories)
McConnell, Joseph M., Jr.* 16 Feb 53 16. 0
Fernandez, Manuel J,, Jr,* 18 Feb 53 14. 5
Hagerstrom, James P, 27 Mar 53 8.5
Johnson, James K, 28 Mar 53 10,0
Jones, George 1. 29 Mar 53 6.5
Ruddell, George I 18 May 53 8.0
Garrison, Vermont 5 Jun 53 10.0
Moore, Lonnie R, 18 Jun 53 10.0
Parr, Ralph 8., Jr, 18 Jun 53 10,0
Baldwin, Robert P. 22 Jun 53 5,0
Buttelmann, Henry 30 Jun 53 7.0
Bolt, John F, (USMC) 11 Jul 53 6.0
Curtin, Clyde A, 19 Jul 53 5.0
Bettinger, Stephen 1, 20 Jul 53 5,0
Total Credits 305.5

* McConnell's fifth victory was confirmed after Fernandez' fifth; con-
sequently, Fernandez was listed as the 26th and McConnell as the 27th
USAF ace of the war.

50
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v. SOME OUT STANDING EVENTS

25 June 1950: Communist forces of North Korea attacked the Republic of

South Korea at 0400 hours.

s W. Little, Commander, 339th Fighter All-
fired the first shot from an American gun while
82 on patrol over Kimpo and Suwon to cover the
g from Korea.

27 June 1950: Maj. Jame
Weather Squadron,
he was flying an F-
evacuation of American citizen

-82 of the 68th

11 near Seoul at

950; First Lt. wiiliam G. Hudson, flying an ¥
first aerial

27 June 1
Fighter All-Weather Squadron, shot down a YAK-
a.pproximately 1150 hours and was credited with the
victory of the war.

rown, in an 7-80 of the 16th

st Lt. Russell T, B
d the first USAT victory over 2

8 November 1950: Fir
Fighter—hterceptor Squadron, gaine
MIG-15 jet fighter.

erceptor Squadron,

334th Fighter—]‘.nt
me the first USAF

20 May 1951: Capt. James Jabara,
in Korea and heca

gained his {ifth aerial victory
nace' of the war.

13 December 1951 Maj. George A. Davis, Jr., 334th Fighter-Interceptor
Squadron, gained his tenth aerial victory in Korea and became the

first M'double ace! of the war.

18 May 1953: Gapt. Joseph M. McConnell, Jr. . 3%th Fighter-Interceptor
mbat and becamse the

Squadron, won his fifteenth victory in aerial co
first "triple ace” of the Korean Wax.
Interceptor Sguadron,

h S, Parr, Jr., 335th Fighter-
he shot down

27 July 1953: Capt. Ralp
gained the last aerial victory of the Korean War when

an IL-2 near Hoha- dong at 1230 hours.

27 July 1953 The Armistice became effective at 2201 hours.

3
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DISTRIBUTION OF STUDY

Original Distribution by USAF Hist orical Division

I

Active Combat Units Listed in Pamphlet (2 copies each) 60
Command Historiansg {(for distribution) 673

ADC i00

ACIC 2

AFAFC 2

AFCs 5

AFLC 5

AFSC 5

ATC 50

AU 20

AAC 5

CAIRC 5

CONAC 100

HQ COMD Usarw 5

OAR 2

MATS 5

PACAF 100

SAC 50

TAC 100

USAFA 10

USAFE 100

USAFSS 2
HQ USAF/ AFCHO (for distribution to OSD, OSAF,

Army (OCMH])) 100
NGB/NG-AF (for distribution to States) 54
AR FORCE-GAFB,ALA{831 731 )1 by 52
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