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r   r  -  ti i,1. Due t o t h e l ack of adeqnat e and r el i abls eon#ae mst ar i al e  
  e,

  a `
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,
h ,

! 1 i Ii
.present atnd.y, of oouree, oannot pretend to b® either ca gle

,
te or hi i-   =    •"  ,,,

   

oa l ly eaom at e i n a 
l y res pect a. On t he whol e   ho reve , t be sn t   i a c

 

f i 8e=xt t ha t eer i o ns er r or e Y  q+e b®en a4+oi ded.

2. Ya  or s oa r ae a et er i a ls ar e ai t ed i n f oot not e e   enetrer appl i aab l e ,

3. Thsr. are no authentic documente regarding the or8snize.tion of th+e

Rei aY e l i r Yi n i at r y (Eei c hs lu f t f s tu t mi n i s t er i um) dur ipg  t hs per i od 1,933/ 34

es d   er y f e. f or t he per i od 1935 t     1939•
.

   n the oaee oi a au.ber of the decseee and direoti ree ntilieed ae

sonr ce me.t er i a l , t her e i e eome qne et i on a e t o t he ezpi r a t i on of t ltie3r ef f ect -

i veneae   i . e , s e t o whet her or not t hey s ight not hs  re b®.  n a  ended or s odi - -• 

- f3 i at the period aonaerned. Thie ie psrtioular jrapplioable to the deoreee
I
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i et s  r dur  i ag 1938 aa d
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, Accordi ng t o avai l e.bl e doaument s , f or ez ampl e , t he organi zat i on of

the Reicbg Afr Yinists r from 1938 on aas to be that determined upon in case

oY .ar  eo that peacetime aad  artime organ.
ization might do etail smoothl.y.

 n reality, ho ever, this  as obviouely not the case  for Special ganez 1-

t o t he Luf t waf f e Yobi l i $at i on P'l  e a (Bes onds re bnl ege 1 zum  dob . Pl a,n der Lir)

(a photocopy of whioh is still in ezistence), prepared for the mobilization

year 1937/38 and revised ior tbe yeas 1935/39, deacribes sn organizational

eet - up vas t l 3r di f f erent f r̀om t hat s t i l l i n ef f ect i n t he Re i c hs lli r ldi ai e try

dnring the peacetime period 1938 39.  Sasmuch as both source$, i.e. for th+e 

top-lev el organizational set-up during peacetime se well as for that during

was t i ao.e , ma s t be accept ed as r el i abl e ,  re can only as sume t hat a ne  Speci al

Annez 1  as ieeued eometime during 1938 or, at the latest, during 1939, which

dovetailed with the peacetime organization actusl jr in effect.

4. The present s t udy deal s Ri t h t he c i v i l i ea or g s,ni aat i on  ri t hi n t he

Rei chs Ai r Mi ni e t ry (t he Rei ch l v i at i on Admi ni s t rat i on (Re i chs l uf t f ala  t -

  ver ra l t ung ) ) on  jr i nsof ar as i t i s i adi $pens i bl e t o an under s t andi ng of t he

whol e .

5, lt certain points in the present etudy , the reader .rill note ths.t

Less important aepeots have been dealt  ith in greeter detail than more sig -

aificent ones. This diecrepeacy ia due to thQ fact that the autbor   shed to

t a lae f  il l advan t   ,ge of t he compl e t enes a of av a i l abl e s onir c e ma t er i a l s , ev+en

lrhen they concerned minor sspecta of the problem . Significaatly, the latter

ar e ava i l ab l e i n f ar gr e a t er abundanc e t han ma t er i a]
.e dea l i rsg   3

.t h tti inde ment a l

aad l mportant aapects.
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'Ph e term "independent" brenah, group, or staff was employed to describe

a branah, group, ar staff  hiah wae not directl3r subordinate to an office,  

depertment, branch, or group, reepective r.

5, Dur3,pg the earlay years of its hietory, the geiche Air  3a3stry waa

made np of offia®e, branalbes, groups, and staffs; dapsrtmente were not i,r 

troduoed vntil later.

In addition  as ti e  rent on, huftwsffe inspectorates (huft affeain-

epektionen) aad other, similar offiQes were formed .ithin the 8eic2  lir

Yinistry to hendle th e adminstration of epecial Lnftweffe sectora.

'" ' an d branchee  ere invested w3th6 . T'he chi e fb of o f f̀ i ce s , de peu t meat s ,

t he di ac i pl i nsrry aut har i t y comm ensur a,t e  ri t h t hei r rank. Gr oup and et af f

lesders had no disofpllnary authority.

  i. t he begi naing , t he chi ef of ea of f̀ i oe wae equi val ent i n rank and

authority to a divi8ion aom®ander; the ohief of a branch, to a regiment aoDe-

maader.

  The Chi ef of t he Luf t   af f e Gens ral St af f wae t he f i r s t t o be s oc ar ds d th+e

rank ead authority ot a commaad ng general. Tater on, this reak sad suthority

w8a a18o aonf erred upon t he ahi ef s of an of f i ce , whi l e t hQ dapaact ment chi ef s

became equivslsnt to divisiam oom®a udera.
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The rank and suthority assigned to the inspectorate ahiefe and ahiefe of other

apecisl aati4ities depended npon the significance and saope of the misaions

asai.gned to them.
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c  P  x I

T  ORGA2 "IZ  'IOAAh SE't - II P Dt1R  T  PF  I (A7 OF SECRECY

Section b - Previowe Hiator  and Dev elopment of the Reicha Air Ministry Prior

to tY e Incorporation of the ldminiatrat1on of Militasy lviation.

1. From Decenber 1918 on, the ad niniatration of all especta oi aommercial

av3at f oa , f aol uding ques t i ons of Germar  r  s ai r so  ere i gnt y , waa ent r ust ed t o t he

Re i cYie 1 3r Of f i ce (8e i ohe l uf t amt )1
.

Effectiv e 2 Octobsr 1919, ell of these missions were transferred to the

Av i at i on Branc h (l bt e i l nng I  f t f a,hr t ) ( l ,e.t er >i r and Ye hi al e Tr af f i c Br ea c h )

 
(Ab t e i l ung Fuer Luf t - nnd Kr af t f Bh . e s en   of t he neu   jr cr eat e d 8s i chs Tr a,f f i c

Ministry (Reic}isverloehrsministerium)
1
.

Whan the International Allsed Air Traf̀Fic Control Commission (Irtterslli-

ierte I ftfahrtkontrollkommission) ( hose German counterpa,rt was the Co omisaion

f or l i r Pe s oe i n t he Re i c hs Tr e f f i c Yi n i s t ry ( Luf t f r i e dens kommi s s i on } } Ras

abo l i ehed on 5   r 1922 and r e pl ace d by an Ai r Cont r o l Commi t t ee ( Iaaf t f ahr tr

g eacant i e loomi t e e )
, t he bv i a t i on Brs nch of t he Rei c hs Tr s f f i o ldi,n i s t r   cr ea t e d

 

the offica of Reiabg Commissioner for lircre,ft
Construction (Reichekommissar

f   er den I  t f ahr zeugbs n ) t o r epl a ae t he Co  ni s s i on f or Ai r Pea ce . On 22 Ys y

1926, w2 an the Parfs air agreements made unnecessary the contim  ,ed operation

of the Air Control Committee, the office of the Reicha Commisaioner was alao

aboliehed
l
.

1 - Based on inform$tion furaiahed the anthor by  [inistry Direotor Fieoh, Re-

tired (forner y employ ed in the Reicbe gir Administratfon}  sad on "Die

deuteche Laftfs.hrt - Jahrbuoh 1936" (German lviation - Yol  e for 1936).
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Ove r - s l l supe r vi s i on of a i r de f ens e ma t t e r s Ws .9 i n t he handa of t he Re i c hs

Mi
.n

i s t ry of t he Int er i or , wi t h e ach i ndi v i dua.l pr ov in ce ( Land } be i ng r e s pons i b l e

for carrying out the measuree ordered from above
2
.

2 . Cn 2 February 1933 , t he of f i c e of Re i chs Comtni s s i oner of Av i at i on

(Reichsl  ffi nissar fuer die Luftfahrt) was created as the top-level agency dealing

wi t h t he ra ai f i c a t i ons of a.
i r ac t i v i t y wi t hi

 n t he Re i c h . "The mi s s i ons f orme r ]y

assianed to the Reichs Traffic MiniBtry (aviation in general) and to the Reichs

Ministry of the Interfor (Reichsministerium des Innern} (air defense) ase trans-

ferred to the office of the Reiche Commissioner of Aviation"
3
.

•
Hez  aa,nm Goer i ng   ae appo i nt e d Re i c hs Com®i s s i oner of Avi a t i on , and Erhar d

 Lilch, former director of the German Lufthansa, was named State Secretary (Staats-

s ekre t aer ) and Deput y  Commi s s i oner .

3 . Ias acc or dance wi t h t he Yer s a i l l e s Tr ea t,y , of c our s e , Ge rma  r was f or-

bidden to establish a military air force. Even so, by dint of clever eaploi-

tation of political develapments as well as developmente in the field of military

` av i at i on , and  ri t h t he f ul l lo  owl e dge and appr ova l of t he Gove rnment , t he Re i c hs

Mi n i s t ry of Def ens e (Re i chswe hr mi n i s t er i um) gr a.dua,l l ay l ai d t he g r oundwor k f or t he

s e cr et es t abl i s Ymtent of a mi l i t ary ai r f or ce .

Ad
.m
inistration of military air affairs was divided between the Arm  and

Navy Commanda in the 8eichs M inistry of Defense. AAa of the beginning of 1933,

t he f ol l owi ng o f f i ce e ea i s t ed t o t ake car e o f s uch af f a i r s :

2 - lccording to information received from Ministry Director Knipfer, former],y
in

c hsr ge of s i r de f ens e i n t ri e Re i chs Mi n i s t r y of t he I nt er i or .

3 - F  om the directive azw ouacing the creation of t ve offioe of Reichs Commissioner

of Aviation, dated 2 Februaxy 1933, RGB 1, Yolw me 1, psge 35 (effective ae of

3o January 19 33 )
, as di s cus se d i n "Di e de ut s c he Luf t f ahr t - Jahrbuc h 1936 "

Germau Aviation - Qolume for 1936).
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Ar  agenaies: Inspectorate Ao. 1 (Air) {In. 1 (L) )

tectics, orgenizstion, training, air defenee

Ordnance Of f i ce No . 8 (We . Pr nef . 8)

tecbnological developmentes development, testing, procurement

Navy agenci es s Ai r Def enee (I S)

Mi as i ons   corr eapondi ng t o t h,ose of t be Areyy agenci ee ns aed

above.

Foac quite some time, plaae bad been under conaideration to remove the ad-

mi ni e tr at i on of t he mi l i t ary ai r arm and t he ai r def ens e f unc t i on t rom t he l r   r
 

and Havy offices to .hich it had been entruBted, and to unite it under a ne 

of 'f i ce - s t i l l t o be creat ed - ni t hi a t he 8e i ch$ Iti  ai s ts y of Def ene e . B,eal i -

zstion of theae plsne wae delayed, pt rtl,jr becauee of political coneiderations and

par t l,y because .   t he  tavy was unwi l l ing t o gi ve up an i n,dependent ai r f or ce of

i t own4
. I t ws e not uat i l t he of f i ce of Re i che Commi s s i oner of Avi at i on . as

areated, and it became ob riove to obaerw+ers that Goerf.ng uatended to taks tbe

milite,ry air erm under his ewey as well  that a consolidation of authority was 

under t ahen  ri t hi n t he Rei cl  ldi,ni gtry of Def ens e .

As a f i r s t st e p , t he at af f r e s pons i b l s f or "g l i der t e c hno l ogsr" , Air Def enae

OPf i os , Ravsr, wee t ranef er r e d t o t he Or dnanc e Of f i ce No . 8 , A.r aqr. Aegot i a t i ons

regarding further integration were oontinu+ed. In the meantime, Goeripg msasged

t o hav e t he ent i r e ai r t eo}mi cal branah {t he Or dnance Of f i ce No . 8 ) tr anef erred  

from the Reiche Ministry of Defense to the office of the Reichs Commissioner fos

Aviation
4
,

4 • Bes ed on i nf ormat i on f urni s hed by Gen+er al Fe ].a q , Re t ir ed, f ormer Chi ef of

Staff, Inepectora.te Ao. 1 {Air), and Geaeral Siburg, Hetired, former Group
Leader , l i ir Def ens e Of f i oe , Navy .
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an 1 April 1933, the air agencies still aesigned to the drmy's Inspectorate

No. 1 (Air) and th other air staffs still aetive in the 8eichs b linistry for

De f en ae wer e c ons o l i da t ed i nt o t he ao- c al l ed Ai r Def en ae Of f i e e ( Luf t echu t z-

amt . Although the newly-areated offict had certain obligatioas to the Army

and the I avy as far as command ehannels were concerned, it was made directly

subor di nat e t o t h e x e i ch s b i n i s t er f or Def ens e
5

.

The name "Air Defense Offiee" had been very carefully selected tv take

advantage of the fact that the Yersaillea Treaty eapressly permitted Ge m any

to have a limited air defense force.

  Deliberately organized to provide the framework for a later general staff,

the dir DefenBe Office was divided into the following branehess

Br anch 1 , Ar   r

Group I - Tactics

Group II - Organization

Group III- Training

Br anch 1, D av3r  
 

  6
Groupa I, II, III, as above .

5 - According to "Geschichte des deu tschen Generalstabs" (Iiistory of the Geanan

- Gen er a l St af f )
, au t hor unla  own , t h e e s t ab l i s hment o f t h e g i r Def ens e Of f i c e

we.s
to be completed by 1 April 1933  in co9plianee with a direetive ie-

sued by the Beichs  inister of Defense (No. 401/33, Classified, to Inapec-

torate No. 1, gir , dated 21 D arch 1933)•
6 - See also "Geachichte des deutschen Generalstaba" (History of the Gernaan

Gene r a l S t af f )
, au t hor unknown . I n c on t r e,di c t i   n t o t he i nf orma t i on Si v en

by Generals Felmy and Siburg and also in contradietion to the author'o

own memory of events, this source presents the organization of th e  ir

Def ens e 4 f f i c e a s f ol l ows e

a ) I n s pec t o r a t e lYo . 1 ( Ai r )

b) Ordnance Office No. 8 •

c ) Ai r Supp l y Of f i c e (Wa .  i . 1 )

d) Those agencies concerned with the weapons of a.ir
defense, includ-

ing "Asta 3" (author's note: "Asta 3" stood for "dusbildungsstab

3" (Training Staff 3)), the camouflage designation for the staff
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6 - (cont) in charge of antiaircraft artillery .

e }   i r De f en ae ( LS}

f}  ir Technology (Bra.nch 2, 6ir) (Abteilung L 2)

Thia organizational set-up is baeed presumably on direetives and orders

vhich  ere either actually issued or .ere preparad as drafts and thus were

common knoxledge, but which  ere aever put into effect or never carried

out in their entirety (due to th,e reasons aiready mentioned by tha author}.
We have good reaeon to assume that in reality tha gir Defenae Office was

composed of the Inspectorate No, 1 (Air) and the non-techniaal atudy groupa

f r om t he l  av y g i r Def ens e Gr oup a l one .

 

•
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4•   5   1933  the top-level agency for all mattera coneerning

aviation was created - the Reichs Air Ministry. "The acope of the authority

delegated to the Reichs gir minister includes all ramifice tions of aviation

within the Reich. The missions and powcrs of the Heichs Commiasioner for

gviation es e herewith tra.ns
ferred to the Reichs  ir I inister„

7
.

Hermann Goering, formerly Heichs Commissioner for Aviation, was appointed

Reiohs  ir l[ini.ter, and Erhard DQilch  formerly State Secretary to the Co -

missioner, waa named State Secretary of Aviation within the Heichs gir Miniatry.

 

S

7 - Directive dealing with the e9tablishment of the $eiehs  ir  inistry (HGB 1 
Qolume 1, page 241}, dated 5  ay 1933, to go into effect as of 1 Yarch 1933 

as diseussed in "Die deutaehe Luftfahrt - Jahrbuch 1936" (German Aviation -

Vo l urne f or 1936   .
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5. Ef f eat i Pe 15   r 1933: t he Ai r Def ens e Of f i oe , Hei ohe l i ni s t ry oY

D f 8
e ene e , v as me de snbjdordi nat e t o t he Hei ah$ 1 i r 1[i ni at er , Thi a mov e , . hi olr

 as kept seoret for the time beiag, brought both oommercial and military air

ac t f v i t y under t he as m e admi ni s t r at i v e h ea.d.

Despite the organizatioaal ohaage, the  ir Defense Offiae retained itQ

ph rsiaal loaation in the 8efcha Minatry of Defense and coatinued to coaperate
,

alosely vith the  rmy aad Havy in the day-to-day transaotion of its baoiness. I

.
6 . Th e e $t ab l i shment of t he He i ch s Ai r Yi n i e t ry ( e e • a l ao   'i gur e 1 )

.
?. 9ii t h t he subor di nat i on of t he Ai r Def enee Df f i c e t a the Hei aht Ai r

 
 

Yinister, the following orgmnisstional plan .ent into effeot
9
:

 Op er a t i onR Br anoh (Fl i eg er f fihr ung r abt e i  
.ung ) ( t a at i as , empl oy ment }

Organisation Brsnoh (Fliegerorganisationsabteilung)

Training Branch (Fliegerausbildungsabteilung)

Air Defense Branoh (Laftachutzabteilung}

.
PerBOnnel Branoh (Perem alabteilung)

.
Qeneral Branoh (Allgemeine Abteilung} (miecellaneous troop oer rioes)•

_

 

8   Aaaording to "Geaahiahte dea deutsohen Generalatabs" (Hiatory of the Ger au
Qeneral 3t af f ) , sut hor unlcsio. n , t he subordi nat i on of th e Ai r Def ens e Of f i e s I
t o t he Rei ch a Ai r lL{ni et er t ook ef f eot on 15 llay I g33 i n aompl i anae  ri t h

, a direatiTe iaaued by the Heiohs Miniater of DefenBe and Commaadar of the
Wehrmaeht t o t he Ai r Def ens e Of f i oe , Ho. 617/ 33 , Cl s s s i f i ed, I ,

(H) I I   ,
dated lo  a,y

1933•
9 - "Gesahichte dee deutechen Ceneralstabs" (History of t] e Qerman General

St af f ) , aut hor unkno rn.  
 

.
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 lthough the above plan embodied the ideal of a unified organieation

to admfnigter the Luftwaffe, in the beginning eaoh of the above groupe eon -

ta,ined ci t f fo naval axiation mattera ape a l s a f r e.

8. That part of the new Beichs  ir Yinietry which was ma,de up of the

fleiahs Commiseion for l rj.ation wae divided into tbe following
10
s

.
General Air Office { llgemeine9 Lu.

ftamt) (commercial aviatioa}

.
6 dminstration Branah (Yarwaltuagsabteilung)  budgeting)

Civil Air Defenae Branah (lbteilnng Ziviler Lnftschats).

For the time being, all teohnologieal mattera, in conneetion with both  i

 
aommerafal and miltar, aviation (formerly handled by Ordnance Office Dio. 8),

*ere routed to tlu General Air Offiaer  

9•   31 Marah 1933    ioha Air Yinfster Goering was accorded tl e rsnk

  of an infantry general.
ll

10, On 1 September 1933, the lir Defense Offiea .ao physically removed

f r om t he 8 ei chs Mi n i s t r y of Def ens e t o t ak e up i t s quar t er a i n t he 8 ei eh e Ai r

]di n i s t r y
12

 

 

10 • Baeed on information furniahed the author by Ministry Direator Fiach, i
Hetired (former ehief of the General  ir Office).

11 - See "Die dentsehe Luftfahrt - Jahrbuch 1936" (Gernan lviation . Yolume  
 

for 1936)  P  15s

,
12 - Based on the author's own szperienoe, subatantiated by General Hammhuber a

8etired (both of whom uere aesigned to th e Air Defenae Offioe at that

time).

.
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In addition, the lir Supply Office ( liegerbestaendeverwaltung), former-

ly a part of the army Ordnance Office
l3

, and the Central Aerial Photogra.p
l y

Of f i oe
  4

a l s o mov ed ou t of t he Rei c hs D i ni s t r y of Def en a e ax d wer e a s s i gn ed

to the General 6ir Office,

 dor e ov er , at t h e di r ec t i on o f t he Re i ch s I  i n i s t e r o f Def ens e , bo t h t h e

Army and the Navy released a.num
ber of high-ranking officera iho had hereta-

fore had no connection with air affairs for assignment to key positions in

the xeiche Air B iniatry, such assignment to become effective as of 1 October

1933•
•

Apart from the above, the new Luft raffe - not yet even officially

established - also had at its disposal all Arcqy and Navy peraonnel who had

served a9 pilots during +Norld War I, as well as all officere who had co  -

pleted flight training sub9equent to the war. The only ezceptione were aome

few officers who refused to transfer and those officers whom the Reiahs  ir

 iniatry did not wish to accept - for either personal or professional reasons.

• Among the officer pereonnel tranaferred to the Reicha  ir Bdinistry were

thirty General Staff officers. 6ltogether, in 1933 the Reichs Air  inistry

took over approximately 300 officere from the dru y, Aavy, or former Wehrmacht

f o r a s s i gnment wi t h t he n ew Luf t wa f f e .

13 - Based oa information received from General Grosch, Hetired,
(former

chief of the 9ir Supply Offiee}.
(author's note: the  ir Supply Office

was in charge of the equipment needed for the activation of an air arm).

14 - See "Ueberblick ueber die Taetigkeit und Organisation des gesamten Bild-

we s e ns i n der Luf t waf f e " ( Sur v ey of t he   unc t i on s and Or gani za t i on o f

gerial Photography within the Luftwaffe}, Study prep8red by Branch VIII

(bli l i t ary Hi s t or y )
, Luf t waf f e Gener a l St af f , 1944 •
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Sec t i oa 2 - The Gr owt h o f t he Re i c h a a i r Bdi .n i s t ry dur i ng t he   u t umn o f 19 33 .

.
l . Th e Re i cha   i r  

.
i ni s t er wa a t h e ch i e f of t h e Be i ch s Ai r   ti ni s t r y .

He had a permanent deputy in the person of the State Secretary of Aviation,

who xaa permitted to sign official documents "for" the B .
inieter.

2.  s $oon as all those egencies having to do  rith aviation had been

physically incorporated into the Reichs Air 1 Iinistry (by 1 October 1933) 

work vras begun on an organizational plan for the Ministry. The following

af f i ce s , i n s of ar as t he y wer e no t a l r aady i n ex i s t nnc e , wer e s e t up:

a . Cen t r a l Br a.nch ( Zen tr al ab t e i l ung  

( } (its subdiPisions remaining  ' b . Ai r Def en ae Of f i c e Luf t s chut z amt

as already indicated, but without the Air Defense Branch
l5)

c. General Air Office (Allgemeinea Luftamt} with the following sub-

divisiona
l6

=

Air Traffic (Luftverkehr)

Air Control SerYiee (Luftaufsicht)

_
Ai r Suppl y ( Ai r Suppl y Of i i .. e , f or mer l y a par t of t he Ar ,qy

Ordnance Offiee
l?)

•

• Aerial Photography (Luftbildwesen) including the Central Aerial

Photograph,y
Office (Hauptbildstelle) (formerly the Aerial

Phot ogr e.pb
,y

Br nnc h of t h e •

15 - The Air Defense Branch was made up of the former  ir Defense Staff from

Inspectorate No, 1 (Air). Inasmuch as the antiaircraft artillery remained

with the brmy for the ®oment, however, the gir Defense Branch was in re--

ality a kind of inspectorate (Inspectorate No. 4, Training Staff 3).

General Bogatsch, Retired (former Chief of the gir Defenae  Branch
}
, main-

tains that this status waa in effect prior to 1 October 1933     st have

been determined soon after the kir Defense Office was made subordinate

to the Reichs Air  
.
inistry. General von h ctha]m , Retired (formerly aa-

signed to Training Staff 3), confirms the fact that In$pectorate 4,

Training Staff 3, was the superior headquarters agency for the antiaircraft

artillery forces at that time.
16 - According to information furnished the author by Ministry Director Fiach,

8etir ed (former Chief, General eir Office}.
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17 - Based on data supplied by General Grosch, 8etired (at that time Chief

of th e Ai r Suppl y Of f i c e ) .

 

_
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Cent r a l P'ho t o gr ap  p Of f i c e of t he 8 e i ehe Ai r l  ni at r y ,

which xas transferred to  Iildeaheim on 1 Oetober 1933

as the Aerial Photograp2 r School (Bildachule)
lg

.

Gronnd Organization and Flight Safety (Bodenorgaaisation und

Flugsicherung) •

Meteorological Service (- fetterdienst}

d. Technical Offioe (Technischea Amt), which Ras made np of the

air technical ageneies formerly aasigned to the Army Ordna.nce

Office and eonaieted of the following aubdiviaions
l9

s

Re s e ar ch ( For s chun g)

Development (Entwicklung)

  Pr o cur ement ( Be s c ha f f un g )

e. Administrative Office (Verwaltungaamt}, the result of conaolida-
tion of the former administrative branch of the Heichs Air

 Ifnistry with the branches dealing with budgeting  logistic$,

clothing, and pay
20

. It had the follovi.ng subdivisiona:

Ph
+y e i ca l Pl ant ( Li eg en acha f t en ) '

  Construction (Bau esen)

Peraonnel Administration (Personalangelegenheiten)
(Civi-

lian o ficials and employees)

•

P nnel Office Personalamt developed from the e=istingf, erao (  
 

Per s onne l Br anch of t he Ai r De f e n s e Of f i c e .

g. Headquartera Command, Pilot Schools (Kommando der Fliegerschulen) 

organized from the agencies in charge of pilot training under

t he au s pi c e s of t h e x e i c hs   ti ni s t ry of Def ens e .

• 18 - See"IIeberbliok ueber die Taetigkeit und Organisation des gesamten Bild-

wesens in der Luftwaffe".
(Surv ey of the Functions and Organization of

Aer i a l Pho t ogr apb„y'  ri t hi n t h e Luf t x af f e )
, St udy pr epar ed by Br anch YI I I

(Mi l i t ary Hi st or y )
,  Lu f t x af f e Gener al St af f , i n 194 4 •

19 - Ac cor di ng t o i n f or mat i on f ur ni s he d by Gen er al Si bur g , x e t i r ed ( f or mer

br anch chi e f i n t he Teohni a a l Of f i c e )

20 - I nf o rmat i on pr oiri ded by Gene r a l Si bur g , g et i r ed,
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On 1 Atovember 1933, this branch was rechristened Inspectorate

for Flight Training Schools (Inspektion der Flicgerschulen)
21

.

h. Civil Air Defense Branch (Abteilung fucr Zivilen Luftschutz 

3. The offices anci the independent bra.nc
hes were direetly subordinate

to the State Secretasy in h
.
is capacity as permanent deputy to the Reichs dir

 Iinister. Office and bran ch chiefs were authorizcd to sign offieial documents

"by order of " t hc Rei chs Ai r   Ii n i s t er ,

4 , The of f i c e chi e f s ( ex c cp t f or t he Gener a l 41r Of f i c e )
, t he chi e f

o f t he Cent r al Br an ch , an d t h e I ns pt c t or of Fl i g ht Tr ai n i ng Scho ol s  rer e

,
officers.

5 , 1 Oc t ob cr 1 93 3 a l s o mar ked t h e o f f i c i s l c s t ab l i s hment of th e Lu f t -

araf f e o f f i c er cor p s , c ompos ed of t he of f i c er s t a'. se n ov er by t he Rei chs d i r

  li n i s t r y f r om t he :  i n i s t ry o f Def en s e an d t hos e o f f i c er s f or mer l y a c t i v e i n

the secr t pr parations for a military ai.r arm.

The r e gu l c.t i ons p er t ai n i ng t o t h e pr omot i on o f Lu f t wa f f e of f i c er s wer e

someWhat differcnt from those obtaining in the case of line officers, b, z
t the

 

duties and privileges inherent in their ran : wcr- the sa.me.

Shortly after its inception, the Luftwaffe officer corpa was officially

disbanded and its members either redesignated as reserve replaccment officers

or reassigned to line officer status.

6. On 19 October 1933  State Secretary & ilch was assigned the honorary

tank of colone1
22

.

2 1 - Ba s ed on i nf or mat i on f ur ni s '  e d t hc au t h or by Co 2one l He l dma.nn , Ret i r cd

(formerly assigned to the Inspectorate far Flight Training Schools).

22   Bascd on P iilch's personal history statcment (excerpt, 1  13).

,
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7 . Tn t :ne b e   , 
i n n i n r; t;h e k e i ch s r i r i+ii r.i s t r y •  a s s t i l i ; u i t e d ep end er.t

on t h e a s a i .:  t a.nc e o f t h e l  r my ar.d I Tavy f or t ? _e a c coeip l i s   me n t  of mo s t o £ i t s

  i l i t  ;x y a s s i   ent s . Th e condu c t o f mi l i t o,r y p er s orul e l admi n i 3t r a t i on

( p r omo t i on o r o f f i.c e r s ,    s . i   nment o f l i eu t en an t r an k on t hc b a s i s o f ;  r ev i ou e

s e l - c t i orl and c:ppr ov a l by Lu f t  Ra f f e a   enc i e c , admi n i s t r ;  t i o n Of r e ee r v e f or c e a ,

e t c ,
j vva s a c   .s e i n L. oi n t , a s w:- r e t h  - c on du c t o f b a s i c mi l i t s.r y t r a i n i n  ; ,

t <<e t r a i n i n L of s i     :  1 p er s orLn e l , t r ; n s por t a t i on ,. n i t s , an d II Cdi Ca l s qu a d s ,

a nd t i; e   ,r n i r.v of Lu f t Yra f f e u n i t s :vi t h : r   ;qc a   on s e -r   x e qu i pmen t . I n t he

'ca    i nn i n   , r: :i l i t G..r y j us t i c A f or Lu f t waf f e p er s or.n e l wa s i n t he h and s of h r n  y

•
a  :d l+av y j u d b e a dv o c   .t e p e r s onr:e l .

:  e c t i o n 3 - Th e - ' a n c t i o n s a n d   t a.
t     s of t tiie t i e i c h c Ai r i ,i n i

_ 9 t Pr .

1. In  ,
dlition to -xFrcisin , su p rv ision over all  natters cannected  ith

c .  n:-ne r c i a l a v i a t i on , t}  e r    i c h s n i r   ;i n i s t e r  wa :, e n t z- .  s t c d wi t h t h e t a s x o f

c   t s b l i s h i n   a n ew :ni l i t a r y a i r a r m, ;* h i c h vra s t o h av e t h e s t 2 t u s o f a t h i r d

i n d  -     e n 3 e n t dre h r m  .c
h t b r a rl c h ( e v_

u i v a l en t t o t h e f  r my a n 3 ;  a v y }
.   e c o r d i r  l y ,

t h e Re i c h s ti i r i• :i n i s t e r , e x nl o i t i n L t h e b e   i n n i n  , ma d e b y t h e Fi e i c h s i :i n i s t r y
 

o f De f e n s e , s.n d t a :   i n  >;•
f u l l a d v a.n

t r   ;e o f t :    e x i s t -.
  n ,  f l i  ; 

h t t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s

a n d t ?-_e n e w l y e s t   .
b l i s   ie d a i r o r d n  . ri c e ., c h o o l s , vr  .  s t o c s t a b l i s h   .

t r a i n i x  '

p r o   r a m ;rrh o s e s c o p - wo  : l d b e a d e q u a t e t o cu p p l y t hr m3 n p o ;v Ar n e e d e d t o s e t u n

s, c o r p c o ± f l y i n  ; p e r s   n n e l   a Lu f t ;v  .
f f e :  i   ,-n a.

1 f c r c e ,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

24  .
2. The immediate gos,

l was the establishment, as soon as possible, of

a "trial fleet", a fighting unit (ite strength not subject 'to previoue de-

termination) which would be powerful enough to assure that any 1 }rpothetical

attack made against Germany with a vfew to disrupting her armaa0eat aetivity

would be subjeet to immediate and effective reprisal. The•ulti.ma
te deeision

as tQ what t e of unit ehould be iven riorit in the establishment of theyp g P Y

t r i a l f l e e t wa s de enden t u on e st i ma t e s of t he enen y ' s de f ens i v e f or o e ,P P

aad was finally resolved in favor of the aetivation of bomber foroes
23
. ,

.
3. In theory, aceording to a directive announaed by the President of

. .  •
the Heieh (Heichapraesident) on 5 liay 1933: the 8eichs  ir Yinistry, in

keeping with the command channel applicable to the other two +Aehs  acht

branehes, waa subordinateto the xeichs Miniater of Defense and Commander

in Chief of the t ehrmacht, Generaloberst voa Blomberg, In practiee, howi   

ever, Goering refused to recognize that he was subordinate to anybody ex-

 
aept  iitler, and insisted that such aubordination must be direct - without

at ,q
intervening channele. He insisted that his positioa

_

2   Bas ed on General f el dmarsahal l l  i l ch Reti red "Hanpt gruar ,de f uer den3 .    
Zu aammenbr ueh der deut s chen Luf t waf f e i m We l t kr i eg I I "   Tha Dfa i n

8 e a s on s f or t h e Co l l apae of t he Ger man Luf t waf f e dur i ng Wor l d iYar I I ) s

"I n c ompl i anc e wi t h or der s i s s ued b3r t he I  ,i ehr er , p l anni ng f or t he

pea e e t i me dev e l opmen t of t he Lu  t waf f e rra s pu t of f unt i l 1944/ 4 5 • "

"In accordance with the plans ia effect in 1933: the trisl fleet waa  

to be based on the bomber arm, in order that Germany might have a •

def en si v e f or c e a t he r d i e po s a l i n ca s e t he iYe s t e rn power s shou l d

attempt to threaten her arnaament activity. From ths winter .o
f 193?/38

on, it was the fighter airaraft which was to form tha basis of this

force - first the day fightera and then the night fightere. This

conversion in aircraft type was never carried through."
(guthor's

notes A® a matter of faet, thia conversion was earried out, at  
,

l e as t t o a l i mi t cd a ct en t . The a,c t i v at i on of bomber w ai t s ir a s '
,

emphasized until approximately aui.d-19
38, rrhieh marked the switeh from

bomber forces to single-engine and twin-engine fighters).

.
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as a hiinister of the Reich with a seat in the Cabinet Council (Kabinetts-

rat  and the prestige inherent in his political stan ding rrere sufficient

to assure him complete freedom and independence. During the Reichswehr

period, of course, the establishment of an air force was sub ect to

stringent limitations from the budgetary standpoint. Goering was now in

a position to make sure that there were virtually no financial restrictions

to Luftwaffe expansion; as a result, the new branch developed at a much more

rapid rate than might otherwi9e have been expected.

4, gt first the question of whether or not the antiaircraft artillery

• forces should be incorporated into the Luftwaffe was left in abeyance.

Dur i ng t h e pr e l i mi nary pl ann i ng f or t he e s t ab l i shment o f t he Luf t Wa f f e ,

carried out by the Reichs Ministry of Defense, the prevailing opinion waa

that the antiaireraft artillery very definitely belonged with the Luftwaffe.

When the Reich s gir blinistry took over pla.nn
ing responsibility, the antisir-

cr af t ar t i l l er y f i e l d wa s l e f t pr ov i s i ona l l y  ri t h t he   Ii.n i s t ry of Def ens e .

Here it remained until 1 April 1934, When the Air  inistry finally succeeded

•
in securing the reaponsibility for its administration

 4
.

For reasons of secrecy, it Ras deemed inadvisable to make publie the

neWly revised relationahip between the antiaircraft artillery forces and the

Luftiaffe;   us the transfer of responsibility was kept secret for the time

being. For the same reasons, although their top-level command apparatua

was subordinate to the Reichs kir bli
.n
istry, the antisircraft artillery forces

themselves remained a part of the  rmy up to the time When Germany regained

her military independence. Their designation within the Army organizational

s e t - up wa s ldo t or i z ed Tr o ops (An t i ai r c r af t l  r t i l l e r y ) (r ahr t r uppe (Fl ak)   5
.

24 - According to information furnished the author by General Felmy, Retired.

25 - The an t i ai r cr af t ar t i l l e ry f or c e s 2  id t h ei r or i g i n  i n t he mo t or i z ed

batteries of the seven artillery regiments of the ReichsWehr.
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• .i

. , .Thei r t op- l evel +aommaud headqv art er p was t hs dnt i ai ros af t Art f 11crT Is - `

speat orat e, Rhi ch   as camouf l agad as Trai ni ng 3t a.f f j (/let a   ) of the Is -
i

speetorate for Ar illcr r (Inspeatorate 4)

.
 3ect i on 4 - The 8 ei ehs l v i at i on ddmi ai s t rat i on (8 e3 ahal uf t f ahr t Tear. al t uog)

.
  2bd    +8 1933   d 1934   i t s Bol e i a t he Seor et    cpanai on ot

• t h e huf t waf f e .
  •

1. Wi t h t he i esizanae of t he deor ee deal i n • i t h t he 8 ei ch4 ATi tg a ioa
.

  dmi n.i.et r at i on ( dat ed 15 Deaerber 1933  snd t hs di r eot i v e ao  oarn3a g i t s

ez par{ei on ( alat ed 18   pr i l 1̀934) :   m     at i on Admi ni at r at i on i a,o mude aa

 
i   depsndeiat of f i os  ri t hi n t he 8e i alaa Ai r l  i ni at ry an d gi v en r e sponai •bi l i t   •  

.
f ©r adaei.ui s t eri ng oi g 3.1 avf at i on af f a i r e , t he aet eor ol ogf aal aer vi oe , and

other mattera (to be det.ermined
'bF tlu 8eicha 4ir•Yinister) ia oonnectioi

Ri t h ei r i l i eu  ai r def eaae .
 

1Ni t hi n t he Dei chs Ai r D[i ni s t ry i t s el f i t w  e t he Gene re,l   i r Of f f os •

thich e'as aseigoed orcr-all reapoasibility far the administratiog pf

aommer ci al at 3.at f on. 
_ ,

2. The  issioas assigne8 to the Heieha Aviation  dminiatration e'ere

t he f ol l o ri ng:

a. handling of matters concernirig air sovereigat  and air
i

traffie aontrol

, b, promotion of flight  afety by means of
i

1} aer4nautioal teleao  nieatio  ®erviaes

2) ai r f i e l d i l lumi ne t i on s arvi c e e
.

. .
i

-

Ĝ   Tsken from "Di® dentaohe Ieaftfahrt - Jahrbuah 1936" ( erman lYi,ati©r -  
 i Yol vme f or 1936

i

.
   .  

,   
i
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c. administration of the Reichs meteorological service

The Aviation ®dministration had the following s gencies at its disposal

for the accomplishment of the above missions:

a . Ai r   f f i c es (Zuf t aemt er)

b . $eichs Office of bleteorolo ical Services (Reichsamt fuer

Wetterdienst) and the Coaetal Weather Observation Station

(Deutsche 5eeaarte).

c. $eichs Air Traffic Control School (Reichsschule fuer Luft-

aufsicht 

d. Flight 5afety Training Progra.m at Ha11e (Lehrgaenge fuer

'  Flugsicherung)

3. The Air Officas were responsible for all matters concerning air

sovereignty within their respective geographical areas, and Rere chiefly

concerned with administrative activity. It Was their duty to represent

t h e i n t er e s t s of c omme r c i a l av i at i on i n dea l i ng wi t h s  ,t e and m3ini c i pal

authorities, including police agencies. Their mission was to relieve the

- Reichs Air Ministry of the day-to-day details of administrative activity,

insofar as fundamental questions of policy xere not involved, and they

had the police authority necessary to enforce their decisions.

The missions assigned to the gir Offices were the followings ,

a. The granting of permission to establish airports.

b. The licen$ing of pilots. ,

c. The granting of permission to hold various funotions

sponsored by aviation associations.

d. The determination of prohibited flying zones.

e. The issuance of landing prohibitions,

f• The aupervision and guidance of commercial air aativity in

the interests of public se.
fety and economical utilization of

available facilities (air traffic control .
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g . Th e superv i s i on of f l i gh t s a f e t y pr ogr a.ms .

h . The ma i nt enane e of ine t eor o l o gi cal s erv i c e s

_

•
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In order to carry out th e administrational activities conneated irith

s.ir sovereignty, the aeronautieal teleaommunication serviee, and the me-

'teorological service, the Air Offices established airport control groups

(Flughafenleitungen) and air traffic observation stations (Luftaufsicht-

xachen). These groupe and stations vrare not independently subordinate to

the Aviation Administration, but xere a part of the l .ir Offiee having

 urisdiotion over their geographfeal area.

4. Due to the fact that all those functions of a,dministrative,

organizational, and personnel nature occuring in the field of aviation

, Rere concentrated in the hands of the Heichs dir  i
.n
istry , it was possible

to utilize the agencies set up to handle civilian aviation affairs for

certain military purposes - insofar as these purposes Rere not too ob-

viou sly connected ,rith a military air arm - and to egpand their functions

to include the possibility of later com rersion to p urely militsry use. .

In short, tha agenciee of the Aviation Administration served a9 a zelcome

and eonvenient method of camouflaging the establishment of a military air
•

force.

Th e Ai r Of f i c e s , s t a f f ed by o f f i c er 8 f r om t h e pa l i c e f or c e v ho had

been taken over by the Reichs Air B inietry (later to be deaignated as

Luft affe reserve officers}, constitu ted the so-called Y Group (Gruppe Y )

af each Air Regional Command (Luftkreiskommando , Which provided a liaison

link betAeen the 8egional Com aand haa.dquarters and th e agencica responsible

f or c i v i l i an av i at i on a f f ai r s - v i a t he a i r Of f i c e s . Th i s wa s par t i cul ar l y

useful in questions of flight safety, meteorological service, the utili-

zation of commercial airports as military landing fields (E-Haefen), etc.
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5. Furthermore, inasmuch as the German bssociation of Sport Pliera

(Deutscher huftsportverband) and the Reichs association for Air Defense

(Rcichsluftachutzbun d) belonged to the "agencies organized behind the back

o f t he gov ernment , i n v i o l at i on of t h e decr e e o f 21 B la r ch 19 3 3 ( e f f e c t i v e

as of 1 lpril 1934) forbidding the secret formatioa of organizations de-

voted to areas of endeavor not sanctioned by the goverc nent
27"  their

organizational set-up, members, and facilities were, far alI practical

purposes, under the control of the Reichs  ir  inistry. The ke r positions

in the Association of Sport Fliers, for exa3nple, Were all held by officere

  f r o cn t he Luf t waf f e .

Se c t i on 5 - Camouf l agi ng t he Ks t ab l i s hment of t he Luf t Raf f e

1. Foreign policy considerations dictated the necessity of keeping

secret any an d all steps taken toAards the establishment of a military air

arm. rhe need for secrecy applied to the recruitment of personnel as well

as to all other preparatory aspects. .

2. All of the officers taxen over from the Reichswehr by the Reichs•

 1i r B ii n i s t ry wer e o f f i c i a l l y di s c har g e d f r om mi l i t ar y s er v i c e . Of f i c i a l l y

t hey bec anne c i v i l i an empl oy e e s of t he l ii ni s.t ry
28

; i n r eal i t y , t hey r e-

tained their rights a.nd privileges as officers - but secretly.

Luf t waf f e candi dat e s f or o f f i c e r r ank r ec e i v ed t h e i r t r a i n i ng i n

s p ec i al c our s e s at an g r my 'JJar   cademy ($r i e g s achu] e de s  i e er e s ) i n Dr e s de n ,

 fter having been selected by

27 -.
8GB 1, page 1079, Article 4; taken from "Die deutsche Luftfahrt - Jahr-
buch 1936" (German gviation - Yolume for 1936).

28 - According to General Felqy, Retired, the Reichswehr offieers taken over

by the Reichs bir b;inistry  rere officially discharged not because of the

need for ca.mou
flaging Luftwaffe preparations, but in compliance  rith the

decree issued by Generalfeldmarschall von  iindenburg, President of the

Keich, "Kein 5oldat insHeichsluftfahrtministerium" (No Soldiera Will Be

 ssigned to the Reichs Air  
.
inistry).
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gpe c i a l Luf t vraf f e r e cr u i t men t of f i c e s .

The enlisted personnel intended for the Luftwaffe vrere given basic •
.

military training in courses sponsored by the  rm4Y or the Navy .

3. The training (both flight a.nd tcchnical ground training) of Luft-

waffe personnel was carried out in courses sponsored by the agencies res-
,

ponsible for training civilian aviation personnel (the Commercial Flying

  School (Yerkehrsfliegerschule) a.nd the Deutsche Lufthansa (Germaa commeraial

airlines) in th e training programs set up by the bssociation of Sport

Fliers, and in camouflaged Luftwaffe schools set up by the individual Luft-

Waffe units - alI under the aegis of the all-encompaesing poWers for re-
" 

 

gulating sir sovereignty, concentrated under the authority of the Aeichs

Ai r hii ni s t r y .

4. The agencies of the neW Luft affe (command headquartere, flying

units, schools, and air supply organizations) xere called into existenee as

entities of commercial aviation activity, and their true purpose thus dis-

guised. The bir Aegional Command s, for example, Rere officially designated

 
a9 "supervisory air offiees" (gehobene Luftaemter)

5. All planning and preparation of a pur ely military nature were care-

f u l l y c amouf l ag ed . The of f i c e r s a s s i gn e d t o t he  te i c hs Ai r 1  i n i st ry x ent •

about their daily business in civilian clothes, for example. On special

occasions,
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. t hey donned t h e uni f orra wor n by a ambe r s of t he Aa s oc i at i on of Spor t Fl i er s ,

  h i ch Wa s a l s o t he un i f orm wor n by Luf t wa f f e p er s onn e l a s s i gne d t o t h e f i e l d

un i t s . Th e uni f or m w  s al t er ed g er y s l i ght l y t o di a t i nguf ah t h e s a per aonne l

from  he noraral, civiliaa members of the Aasoeiation.

9eetion 6 - The Basic Organizational Set-Up of the xeichs dir Miniatry

in 1934•

o . bs of 1 Apr i l 1934  t he organi zat i on of th e Bei chs l i r Bdi nis t ry

waa as f ol l o. s :

1. xeichs Miniater of d4iatioa

2. State Seeretary of h iation

  3 . Ce  r a l Br anoh .

4. 1ir Command Offiee (Luftkommandoamt) (formerly the 1ir Defense

Office)
29

5 . Gerk r a l Ai r Of f i c e  

6 . Te e hni oa l Of f i ae

7 . Adn i a i s t r a t i v e Of f i c e

8 . Per so nne l Of f i ce i 

9. Inspectarate of Flight Training Schools

B. On 1 Nov emb er 19 34 , t h e Of f i c e of Chi e f o f Pro cur t ment and Suppl y ,

Luft raffs (Luftzeugmeiater), Ras created to take over the administration of

air arrnament activity , formerly handled by Group III of t}u General Air Offies

(LB III}, and to supervise th e work of subordinate air supply agencies. The

po s i t i on o f t he Chi e f of Pr ocur ement

29 - lccording to "Geachiahte des deutsahen Generaletabs" (History of the
Ger man Gene r a l St a f f }

, BQl 4 , t h e bi r Def ens e Of f i c e wa s o f f i e i al l y r e -
organized ar d redesignated "Air Command Offioe" on the basis of directivea
LA, No. 426/34, Classified, dated 15 February 1934      , Bo. 88/34,
Classified, dated 22 B arch 1934•

 

  

I
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and Suppl y , Luf t Wa f f e ,  ra s not r e a l l y a p ar t of t he Re i c hs di r   i ni s t r y , but

was directly subordinate to the State  ecretary of Aviation.

C. The Organizational Set-Up of t2 e Reichs Air l iinistry during 1934

(Figure 2 presents a graphic summary of the orga,n
izational structura

of t he 8 e i c hs Ai r Mi ni s t ry dur i ng 1 934 )

D. Cerrt r a l  3r anch ( i ndeper d ent br anch ) 30
s

1. Adjutant (Adjutantur)

a . hand l i ng of per s onal mat t er s f or t he St at e Se cr et ary o f Av i at i on

.
b . h

.a.nd.l i ng of o f f i c i a l r epr e s ent at i on f or t he $ e i c hs ®i r   i n i s t ry

e. liaison to the Foreign Office (Auswaertiges Amt)

i 2. Attache Group (Attachegruppe) .

a . super vi e i on o f Ger man and f or e i gn ai r at t a c he per so nn e l

3. Defense Group (Ab ehrgruppe)

a . a i r def ens e of i ndus t r i a l i ns t a l l at i ons

b, aamouflage

c . ex por t o f ai r ar mament ( i n c onj unc t i on wi t h t he Te chni c al Of f i ce

and t he Re i c h a 1  i n i s t r y Qf Ec onomi c s ( Rei ch swi r t s chaf t s mi ni e -

'
terium)

4 . 3udg e Adv o ca t e Gr oup ( Gr uppe Re ch t s we s en )

a . ha ndl i ng of l eg al ma t t er s f or t h e Re i chs Ai r B i n i s t r y

y. Political gffairs Group (Grnppe Politische  ingelegenheiten)

a. liaison to agencies of the Party

b , admi ni s t r at i on of Par t y membe r s a s s i gne d t o t he Lu f t waf f e

6 . I  ed i c al Gr oup ( Gr uppe Sani t a e t s we s en ) 31

a. adminiatration of inedical affairs in

30
, - The or g a.ni z a t i onal br e ak do  rn i s ba s ed on i n f or mat i on f ur ni s hed by Gene r al

Br uc h   Ret i r ed ( f or mer c hi e f of t h e Ce nt r a l Br aoach ) .
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31 - Ba s ed on i nf or mat i on f ur n i shed by Gen er al Schr oe der , Re t i r ed , l  D ( f or mer

chief of the  edical Group). According to General 3chroeder, the decreae

of 19 3 3   W  ch wer e i n s t r ument a l i n t he e s t abl i shment o f t he Luf t waf f e 
envisioned the handling of all air medical matters by the Army Inspectorate

for l edical Affaira (geeressanitaetsinspektion) in the Reichs Ministry of

De f ens e , k t t ha t t i me t h e que at i on o f whe t her or not t he Luf t wa.
f f e s hou l d

have a medical service of its oRn, entirely independent of the Army, was

still open. During the period 1933 through 1939  candidatas for officer

r ank i n t he medi c al br anch of t h e
Lu f t   raf f e  rer e t r ai ned at t he Army   s

  rdilitary b'ledical Academy (1 iilitaeraerztliche Akademie des Heeres).
From 1g44 on, the Luftwaffe assumed responsibility for tle training of

its own medical personnel, carriad out in the nexly-esta lishad LuftRaffe

3 Ii l i t ary Medi c a l a c ademy (Aer z t l i c h e Akademi e der Luf t wa f f e )
. Pr i or t o

193 5   a ppl i c ant s f or me di c al po s t s wi t hi n t he Luf t waf f e we r e s e l e c t ad by

the Army Inspectorate of 1 edical Affairs; after 1935  by the chief of

t h e   iedi cal Br anch (   ied i z i ni s ch e Abt ei l ung )
, c  e i chs Ai r I+ i n i s t r y ,

•

'
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compl i anc e x i t h r egul a t i ons i s s a ed by th e l r m r I ns peat o r a t e

of lQed i c a l Af f ai r $ (He er e s s an i t a e t s i ns pekt i on )

b . supervi ei on of in edi c al s er v i oe s i n t he f i el d w si t a ( i n con-

formanoe with applicable Army regulation®)

• c. handling of all medical questions arising in oonnsation  rith

av i s.t l on

  d . e $ t a.b l i s hmen t and ope r a t i on of pi l o t medi ca l s z s mi ns t i on s t a t i ono

e. evaluation and interpretation of inedical eaaminations, parti-

cularly in connection rvith determining pbysiaal aptitude for

. '
f l i gh t dut y and wi t h i nv e s t i g a t i ng . a c c i d ent s i mrol v i ng pi l o t

personnel 

f . auperv i s i on of r es ear ah i n fl i ght medi ci n e

7. Press Group (P es$egrappe) i
.

8. Headquarters Commandant, 8eichs Air Yinistry (Kommandant des Beiahs-  
,

l u f t f ahr t mi n i $t er i ums )

.  9. 3eer et ar y of St af f , 8e i ehs Ai r   i.ni st ry (Bner odi r eYt or de s a ei chs  -

luftfahrtministeriums) '

 
E. Air Command Offioe

32

1. handl i ng af al l mat t er s per t ai ni ng t o Luf t  raf f e oper ati ons

2. pl anni ng and ar gani zat i on of th e Luf t Waf f e

3 . t r ai ni ng of Lu f t  raf f e pe r so nne l

' 4 . c oor di na t i on wi t h t he 8 e i e h s ldi n i s t ry o f Def e ns e , t he Ar iqy and  i

  t h e Navy  

32 - Based on information provided by Generals von Sefdel end 5o aaid  Betired 

bo t h o f mhom i er e a s s i gne d t o th e Air Command Of f i e e at t hat t i me .
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5 . Or gan i z at i on of th e Ai r Command Of f i c e dur i ng 19 34 (Fi g ur e 2a

presents a graphic summary of the organizational structure of

t he Ai r Comma,nd Of f i c e du ri ng 1934

a. Operation Branch (Fuehrungsabteilung, LA I}

1  Operationa Section (Lg I 1)

a) Strategic and tactical air xarfare.

b  Operational plan.n
ing

e} Determination of the requiremente for t,he development of

aircraft  xeapons, and instrument8 for the Technical Offiee.

d} Ai r t opogr aph i e al oper a t i on s

•
e) Coordination wi.

th the Organization Branch (Organisations-

abteilung, LA II) in connection Rith the growth and de-

v e l opment of t he Lu f t  raf f e .

2) 3upply Section (hA Il u.
) (eatabliahed on 1  day 1934)•

a  Development of a supply syatem (together with the argsni-

zation 3ranch).

b}   aluation and presentation of suggestiona concerning the

_ aotivation of su 1 or anization elemente t}ae actualPP Y g' C

activations were then carried out by the Organization

Br a.nch )
.

  e} Iseuance of instruotions and directives pertaining to

supply operations.

3} Foreign air Forces Section (LA I   remde Luftmaechte}

e,
) Study of data coneerning the strength, technological de-

v e l opment s , and op er at i onal p l anni n g o f f or e i gn ai r f or ce a .

b} iw aluation of such data in terms of its applicability to .

de f ens i v e pl anni ng by t he German Lu f t     f e .
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c) Determination of the goals to be achieved by thd Ir 

t e l l i g enc e Br a.nch   Rei c hs g i r 1r:i n i s t ry (R. L. &L/ gbwehr  

•

'  
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d) Coordination of the work of German air attaches and

as si gnment of th ei r mi s s i ons

4) Fi gur e 2a , 1 pr e s ent a a gr aphi c summary of the organi z at i onal

structure of the Operations Eranch during 1934•

b. Organ ization  ranch (Organisationsabteilung, Lg II
33)

1) Group 1 (LA II  1)

. a) Genere l organizational planning at the poliey-making level

b) Top-level organize.tion

c ) Or g ani z a t i on of th e Rei chs Ai r hdi n i s t r y

2) Group 2 (LA II  2}

a) Organization of the Luftwaffe, With the eaception of the
_

antiaircraft artillery forces (in conjunction with Section 1)

b ) Organization of the command headquartera and subordinate

command posts within th e Luftwaffe

c ) Or g ani zat i on of f l y i ng u ni t s and th e Lu f t waf f e s i gna l

forces

d) Evaluation and approval of activation ordera pertaining to

!
f l y i ng uni t s , Lu f t waf f e s i gna l uni t a , Luf t waf f e s choo l s

(eaeept antiaircraft artillery sc oola}, pilot replace-

ment batallions, supply units, etc.; preparation of Luft- .

 raffe mobilization plana (egcept as concerned antiaircraft
 

ar t i l l ery f or c e a )

3) Group 3 (hA II  3}

a) Preparation of strength and equipment authorization tablea'

(e$cept as pertaining to the antiaircraft artillery forces)

, b) Group 3 Was reorganized into Branch IY (Strength and

Equipment Authorization Branch - Staerke- und Auaruestungs-

THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

  35-a

ns ;,chweisungen,
L  IY) during i934

33 - Based on the author's memory and notes.

_

_
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4) Group 4 (I  II, 4)

a} Ground organization (airfield9 and advance military

fielda) (in conjunction with Operations Branah)

5) Group 5 CL  II, 5}

a ) Or gan i zat i on of t he an t i ai r c r af t ar t i l l ery f or c e a i n c on-

junction with the Reichs Ministry of Defense (Training

St a f f 3}
.

b } Or g ani za t i ona l pr epar a t i ons f or t h e i nc or por a t i on of t h e

ant i ai r cr af t ar t i l l er y f o r c e s i nt o t h e Luf t waf f e

Figure 2s, 2 presents a graphic aummary of the organizational

atructur e of the Organ ization Braach during 1934. 
3

c. Training Branch (gusbildungsabteilung, LA III} 4

1) Gr oup 1 (L[  I I I , 1 )

a) Training within the Luftwaffe

aa) Over-all superviaion of the LuftRaffe training programa

bb) pr epax at i on of t r a i ni ng gu i de l i ne a f or t h e Luf t   ra,
f f e

c c ) Luf t wa f f e man euv e r s

 
dd) Tr a i n i ng o f j u f t  raf f e r e s er v e o f f i c er p er s onn e l

ee} Special training courses for Luftxaffe officers

f f ) Gener a l St af f t r ai n i ng f or Luf t Waf f e of f i cer s

gg) 5upervision of troop libraries

hh) Physical education in the Luftwa fe troop unitg

  ii) Preparation of sport equipment authorization tablea

for LuftWaffe units

34 - gccording to information given by General Geialer, Retired (former Chief

of the Training Branch), the Training Branch did not really become active

in Luftwaffe affairs (i.e. did not attain full effeetiveness in the

various areas of endeavor assigned to it) until after Germany had regaia-

ed her frcedom of action as an armed sovereign nation.
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of the antiaircraft artillery forces) (in conjunction with

the Organization Bra.nc
h and representatives   the specific

un i t a conc e rn ed )

2} Preparation of the Unit Roster (Liste der Einheiten) used in

preparing Luftwaffe mobilization plana

3) Administration of matters connected with strength and equip-

ment authorizations.

e . Supp l  r Br an ch ( Nach s chubabt ei l un g - LA v ) 36

(biti.s si on s and or g ani z a t i on af t er 1 Oct ober 1934 , when Br anch 3 ,

General  ir Office (Abtailung LB, III) was transferred to thc Air

 
Command Office as 8ranch 5)

1 ) De t e zmi na t i oi  o f suppl y n e eds on t Yye b as i s o f per s onne l and

equipment strength authorization figur es (in conjunction Nith

the planning carried out by tru Organization Bra.nch
)

2) Ordering of 9xmy equipmnnt (weapons, etc.
) from the nrmy

Gr dnan ce Of f i c e ( He er e swaf f'enamt )

3} Order i ng of ai r cr af t , ai rcr af t equ i prncnt , Luf t Waf f e s i gn al
 

equ i pmen t , and a.mmuni t i on f r om t h e Luf t waf f e Te chni c a l Of f i ce

Technisches dmt, LC).

4} Group 1 (L9 Y , 1) Organization

5) Group 2 (hAV, 2)  Neapons

6 ) Gr oup 3 ( LA P , 3) Ai r cr af t an d av i at i on f ue l a

7} Group 4 (LA V , 4}  iiacellaneous equipment

8) Group 5 (L  y   5) Signal communications equipment

 ) Group 6 (LA V ,
6) Ammunition (except antiaireraft as tillery

amrnunition)

10) The following mission3, formerly a9signed to Dranch 3, General

Ai r Of f i c e , wer e a s s i gn e d t o
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36 - Ba,s ed on i n f or *  ,  .t i on f ur n i s he a by Gener al   r o s c h , h At i r ed ( f or mer Chi ef

of Br   .nc    3 ,   ene r al ri i Of i i c e )

•
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t h e of i  i c e o f t h,e Chi ef o f 1'r oc u
r

ment and   uppl y , c r ea t ed

on 1 i Tov emb er 1  34 3?
:

a  Administration of existing stores of equipment

b ) Pl ann i nG and or g an i z a t i   n of suppl y uni t s ( i n c onj un c t i on

wi t h t he Or g a, ai z a t i on   r anc ri)

c) Over-all supervision of the operations of supFly units

f . 5i gna l Couununi c a t i ons i  ranch ( tibt e i l un g 1̀ ac hr i ch t env erbi ndung s -

wesen - h , NVi 
 d)

.

  ( Pr i or t o t he eat ab l i sh ment of t he a i  m.a l Communi c a t i ons Br an c h

i n 1934 , s i gna l c o.nmuni c  .t i on ma t t er s r  er e handl ed b
,y an o f f i c e r

• ap_>oi n t e d by t ne ar my I n s pe ct or a t e f or   i gn a l Comrnun i c a t i on s

( He 9 r e s n a ch r i c:  t e n i n s p e k t i o n 7 ) t o t h e  . i r Co mman d Of f i c e ,

  ei c h s k i r   i n i s t r y }

1} Coordination w ith the Chief of the  ehrmacht  ignal Com-

mun i c a t i o n s Of f i c e ( Ch e f d e s   e h r ma c h t n a ch r i c ht e nwe s e n s )

2 ) Co o r d i na t i o n wi t h t h e Ke i c h s Po s t a l   e r v i c e ( 3 e i c h s po s t )

a.nd c s t r  bl i s hment o f a r ad i o com.  uni c a t i on s net work f or

 
Lu f t Na f f e u:  e

3 } Radi o c omc sun i c   ,t i o n s f ac i l i t i e s ( a s t ab l i s hment o f a r adi o

ne t wo r :c f or t he gr ound o rgc.n i z dt i on  

4) Development and te ting of airborne radio equipm-nt

3 7 - ì h e c o n c e nt r a t i on o f s u p pl y f u n c t i o n 5 i n t h e h an d s o f t he o f f i c e of t h e

C,h i e f o f Pr o c ur e  r e nt a n d   u p p l y r e f l e c t e d a n a t t e mp t t o c r e a t e a Lu f t -

wa f '1 e pa r a l l e l t o t h e :Lr my s u ppl ;  o r g a n i z    t i on   l t ws s d i s c o nt i nu e d e f -

£ e c t i v e 1 t  p r i l 1   3 5 , whe n t h e s u ppl y u r. i t s wer e a s s i s;ne d t,c t h e h i r

Di s t r i c t Co ml: an a s , wh e r e t h ey we r e und e r t he d i r e c t s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e

pr o c a r e m° nt :  n d s u pp l y g r au p s ( Lu f t z e u    z -u ,   : e n )

3   - 1'   e n  
.
'r  cm a s t  a d y o n t h e or g a n i z 3 t i o r,a l s e t - -a p o f t he i   : i c h s   i r :ui n i s t r y

by Ge ne r a l a . ?vi e l s e n , x e t i r e d
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5) Over-all supervision of all signal communications activity 

including tbe development of the varioua codea utilized

6} Establiahment, operation, and ovcr-all supervision of the

radio monitoring aervice

7 ) Han dl i ng o f que at i on a c one e r ni ng t h e or g ani z a t i on and

ac t i v at i on of t he Luf t waf f e s i gna l f or c e s ( t o g ct her x i t h t he

Or g ani z a t i on Br anch )
, a s we l l a s al l o t her ma t t er a per t ai n i ng

to the signal communications units

B) Tr a i n i ng of Luf t waf f e s i gn al c ommuni c at i ons per s onne l .

g. Civil tiir Defense Br$.nc
h (LA ZL39)

•
1)  drninistration of all matters connected with civil air defense

a ) Opc r at i on s and @ommi t mcnt o f c i v i l a i r def ens e un i t e

b) Organization  and training

c ) t  dmi ni s t r a t i on and l ega l qu e s t i ona

,
d) Tachnology

e) Civil air defense construction projects

' - ce with information rovided b  1linister Dir ector Knipfer39 In accordan P Y

 
(former Chief of the Civil gir Defcnse  3ranch), this Branch had glraady

  ea i s t ed a s s uc h und er t hc Re i ch s Comr  i s si one r of   v i at i on , who he.d i n--

her i t e d t h i s ar ea of ende av or f r om th e Re i c h s v ii n i s t ry o f t ha I nt er i or

as a result of tha Directive dated 2 Februa.ry
1933. The Directive of

5   ay   9 3 3 c onc er ni ng t he Rei chs  , i r i+ li ni s t r y t r sn s f er r ed e i vi l air

def ens e ma t t er s t o t he o f f i c e of t he k ai c hs   ir I  i n i s t er . Fr om t h e

legal standpoint, responsibility for civil air defense was placed in the

hs t'  e of t hc g ov er nment by t h e Ci v i l   i r Def ens e Law o f 26 J une 19 3 5•

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

41

I n a c c or da.nc e wi t h i t s ni. s s i on , t h e e s t ab l i s  iment of a mi l i t ar y ai r ax m

( ba s ed on i n s t r uc t i onS i s sued by t he Rei ch s ni r l :i n i s t e r }
, t he a i r Command

Of f i c e wa s t he mos t i mpo r t ant ag euCy wi t h i n t he   :.i r i s t ry .   c c or d i ng l y , t h e

po s i t i on s of ch i e f of t he Opez•a t i on s , Gr g nni za t i on , and Tr a i n i ng Br a.nch es a s

we l l a s t ho s e of c hi c f o f t he mor e i mpo r t a.n t gr oups , wer e f i l l ed by Gene r al

Staff officers. From the point of view of the significance of its mission

and the personnel it employed, the Air Command Office, for all practical pur-

poses, wa.s
the General Staff of the new Luftwaffe, although it was not yet

officially recagnized as such.

The main eophasia in the work of thc dir Command Office lay, in continu-

•
a t i on of t he mork al r es.dy beg un by t he Re i c h s 1  i ni s t ry of Def ens e , i n th e

establishment of  .n air farce (together with the schools needed to perpetuate

i t } a r.d of a.n a i r co  unun i c a t i ons f o r c e .

Th e i n c or por a t i on o f   he ant i ai r cr af t ar t i l l er y f ar c e s i nt o t he new huf t -

waffe was still under study.

'n+ithin th e Air Command 6ffice, the main emphasis naturally lay on the

Org ani za t i on I3r anch i n i t s mi s s i on of t he a c t u al a c t i v at i on o f f l yi ng un i t s .

_ t - t b ' s d t he Rei ch s h i r F ̀:i n i s t er - t he cr e a t i on ofThe over-all rcquircmen a5 a li he by

a "trial fleet" within the shortest pos ible time -  as moat effectively met

by the operationa,l method in efiect, namely that the planning agency was at

t he s ame t i me t h e ex e cu t i v e ag ency . Th i s  ne a.  t , f or ex ampl e , t hat an ac t i v a t i on

s ch edu l e dr awn up by t he Or g ani z a t i on Br anch , af t er appr ov a l by t he Chi e f o f

t he di r Comman d Of * i c e and t he St at e :  ecr e t s,r ;  , c oul d be t urn ed vv er di r e c t l y

t o t he s ame a g en cy . i . e . t he Or g ani za t i on fsr a.nch , t o be t r an s l at ed i nt o ac t ual

a c t i v a t i on or der s . I n o t her wor ds , p l anni r g and ex ecu t i on l ay i n one and t h e

s amc han d .
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This procedure differed radically from the one followed by the Army.

There, planning was carried out by the General Staff, which forwarded its

recommendations through the General Staff Chief (for approval) to the General

' Ar my Of f i c e (Al l g eme i ne s  ie er e s a.mt )
, x hi ch i n t ur n i s sue d appr opr i a t e or der s -

of t en af t er a numbe r of de l ay s o c ca s i oned by t he n e ed t o c l a.r i f y c er t ai n

points. Apart from the delays inharent in this procedure  the basic plan

was frequently altered so much tb
.a
t the finished product bore little re-

aemblance to the original intention of the Genersl Staff. D3
,
fficulties of

t h i s s or t wer e obv i a t ed by t he Lu f t wrj.f
f e f r om t } e v ery b egi nn i ng by t he f i r m-

l y f unc t i ona l or gan i zat i on of t he Ai r Command Of f i c e and. by t he f a et t ha t i t s

.
plans could be immediately transla.ted into reality.

F. General Air Office (LB)
40

.

The Gener a l 6 i r Of f i c e wa s r e s pons i bl e , a s t he hi ghe s t - l ev e l admi ni s t r a t i v e

o f f i c e f or c i v i l i an av i a t i on ma t t er s , f or t ho s e ac t i v i t i e s o f t he Rei chs Ai r

B iinistry concerned with civilian aviation. In addition , in the beginning

t h e Gener al Ai r Of f i c e wa s al s o r e s pon s i bl e f or th e af f ai r s o f mi l i t ar y av i a t i oa

insofar as they were conn ected xith meteorological services, adrial photo-
•

graphy, and flight safety. This  as the case until the agencies responsible

f or mi l i t ar y av i a t i on  ri t h i n t he Rei c hs Air  1Li n i s t ry had r ea ched t h at poi n t

in their developmm t where they could take over effectively.

Figure 2b presents a graphic summary of the organizational structur e of the

Gene r a l Ai r Of f i c e dur i ng 19 34 •

40 - Ba s ed on i n f or mat i on f ur n i s he d by lvIIi.n i s t ry Di r e c t or Fi s ch ( f or mer Ch i e f

of t he Gener a l Air Of f i c e )
.
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1 . ::  i r i 'r a f i i c Con t r o l Br ^-n ch (   b t ei l u r  Lu f t v e r k ehr , L.b 1  

a . n dmi r. i s t r a t i on o f a l l m3t t er s con c er n i n   ; t l:e p o l i t i ca l , a d-

:  i n i   t r a t i v e , 1 ? ;a l ,  :n d op F r _ - :i on a l a f f   ,i r s o f c i v i l i an

av i   .
t i on .

b. Coordinca ian with international z er.cies in matters concernin -

a :i r t r a 7i ' i c c on t r o l a nd t h e op er a t i on s o f c i v i l i a n av i a t i on

or  ,un i z u t i o n s ; c onc l u :; i on o f i nt er iis.t i on :  l a  -- r e e raen t s i n t he

f i e l d of corn  ie r c i a l av i.a t i on .

c , r  .ir
t h er an c e of u i r t r a rl s por t on a rl i nt er :k: t i on a l ba s i s .

2. xir 5overPi nty Brnach ( bt ilun  Lufthohr_it, Lb II}.
 

a . Lnf or c emer. t of' t he a   ,--r a emei  t a c cn c er n ;yn  t he a i r s ov er e i    l t y

of Ger n a ny {s up Pr ti i s i on of   i r t r a f f i c , o p er a t i ons of t h e k i r

Of f i c w)
.

b . I s s u   .n c e o f   ii d e l i n e s i ar t l: e   -r a n t i n g o f p i l o t a n d a i r c r a f t

:  a i n t e n a n c e 7
-
i c e n g e s ;   r a n i, i n   o £ s u c h l i c e n Qe s .

Y
c .   u p e r v i s i o n o f in e e t i n s a n d c o r  i' e r e n c e s   p on s o r e d 'o r c i v i l i a.n

• a v i a t i o n a s ; a c i  : t i o n s .

3 .   :e t eor o l o  i ca l i r an ch (   b t e i l kn    1r'e t t e r di en s t , LB I I I  

a . Or  =ar i      t i or. , .n d op er a t i on o f t he a   enc i ° s b e l on t;i n   t o t i e

! i G1 C_̀l 5 Iu l ."
t ? Or O l O   1 C  3 1   i  ; I ' V 1 C p'

(
S  !_'

i C Yl :i    Z t t i e r d i ll n 5 t  
.

b .
Ye r s on n e l a :   ti n i :  t r a t i    n

c . Te chn i c ._1 ,  u   ,  r v i 3i on ov er t i  a e i c h U i ..a t eor o l c   i e a l   e r v i c e

( Rei ch s a r:t f u ,:r   i? t t er a
.
i en   t )

.

(  .   'r @"  £: r ;a,
t 1  7 n 3 f    ' t a   a

.
;   ' i 1C 1 P.

s w h i c h R/ '" r '_'
t 0 t  : .

ii e OV ° r L  l e' t '  UT O -

l of_,
i cc,l c c r v i c e f or t i,  Lu f t vra f f e .

  .   e r i a l r h o t o  r aphy Br a n ch {  bt ° i 1u n - Luf t  oi l d re s cn , LB I V4 1 )
.
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41 - For further details concerning th,e fwactions and organization of the

age n c i e s c onc er n ed wi t h a er i a l pho t ogr apb y wi t hi n t he Luf t   af f e , s e e t he

s t udp pr epar ed by Br anch YI I I of t he Ltii f t rraf f e Gener a.l St af f i n 194 4 •

 
  .

_
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t he f i el d of war t i me aer i al phot ogr apY  ,y .

g , Fi l ma : pr o du c t i on of t r a i n i ng f i l ms ; mai nt enanc e of a f i l m

lending library ; sponsoring of atudies on film techniquea

 
•
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5. Ground Organization and Flight Safety Branch (Abteilung Boden-

organisation and Flugsicherung, LB Y ). •

a . ?i andl i ng o f a l l c ue s t i on s per t ai ni ng t o th e ground or g ani za t i on

( a i r f i e l d c ompa,ni e s ) and f l i ght   s af e t y (r adi o c ornmun i c at i on a.nd

airfield illumination) (in conjunction with the military

Fl i gh t Saf e t y Se r vi c e ( Fl ug s i cher ung s di en s t )
, whi ch wa s t h en

be i ng s et up by t he Ai r Comma nd Of f i c e )
.

6 . Out s i ci e t he Re i chs g ir  
.i n i s t r y i t s e l f , t he f o l l owi ng ag enc i e s

wer e di r e c t l y subord i na.t e t o t h e Chi e f o f t he Gt n er a l Ai r Of f i c e :

a. The bir Offices (regional eaecutive a.gencies in connection with
 

all matters of air verei t
42

9 0 g n y }
.

  . Out ai de t he Re i c h s g i r   ti n i s t ry i t s e l f , t he f ol l owi ng   jra i ni ng

installation Was directly subordinate to the Chief of the Aerial

Photography Branchs

a. The Aerial PhotograpY y School at Hildesheim.

42 - The Air Offices had air police authority. As a result  the  ir Office
  located nearest the headquarters of each  ir District Command was auto-

matically the latter's Group 5. This was, of course, a.no
ther link Within

the sir districts (air areas (Luftkreise  after 1 July 1938) between the

c om,nand ag e nc i es of t he Luf t wa f f e and t h e gr ound or g an i z a t i on mai n t ai ned

by i ermany'a civil aviation activity. The post of chief of an Air Offiee

wa s f i l l ed by a Luf t waf f e r e s er v e of f i c er .
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b. Outside the Rcichs xir Ministry, thc following activities

 ere directly subordinate to the Chief of the TecYm ical Office:

1   a c c ept an c e of go oda pr oduc ed by i ndus t ry

2 } t e s t i ng s t at i on s ma i nt a i ned by t he Nat i ona l Aas o e i at i on o f

Aeronautics Industries (Reichsverband der Deutschen Luft-

f ahr t i n dus t r i e  

3. Procurement Bra.nch
(Abtei lung Beschaffung, LC III).

a . Pr o cur emen t of a i r cr a f t , enp
.ne a , e c u i pment, e t c .

b. Supervision of equipment construction projects.

c. Industrial planning.

  d . I ns pe c t i on of i ndus t r i al ? r oj ec t s .

e . Ou t s i de t he Re i c hs l  i n i s t ry i t s e l f , t h e o f f i c e o f th e Supzr -

visor of Industrial Personnel (Bea.u
ftragter fuer Industrieper-

s onal ) wa,s dir e c t l y subor di na t e t o t he 1'r o cur ement Br an ch .

4 , Admi n i s t r a t i on Br anch ( gbt ei l un g  i aus hal t   hC I Y)

a, Budgetaxy administration of the Technical Office.

b . For ma l pr epar a t i on o f or der s t o t hc ai r cr af t i ndus t ry .
 

I t wa s char ac t er i s t i c f o r t he or   'ani z a t i ona l s e t - up of t he Techn i c a l

Of f i c e ` t h a t dev e l o ; me nt and pr ocur eme nt and ev ery t h i ng conne c t ed th er emi t h

were assi n ed to two separate branches. This method of organization had been

t aken ov  - r f r ora t he hrmy Ordnanc e Of f i c e and wa s a1t er ed dur i ng 19 38 .
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 I. Administration Office (Yerwaltungsamt  LD)

1. Handling of all administrative questions concerning the Luftwaffe

and Ger man c o,nrner c i a l av i a t i on .

2. istablishment and implementation of the budget for Luftxaffe and

other air activity.

3, Personnel administration (civilian officials and other clerical

employeea, hourly-paid personnel} ( rith the eaception of aero-

technical per sonnel).

4. Organization and development of ground organization services in

accordance with instructions issued by the Air Command Office. 

5. Supervision of Luftwaffe construction projects.

6, Administration of the physical plant.

7. gdrninistration of payroll matters as well as of questions con-

cerning the provision of food and clothing to Luftrraffe units.

Figure 2d presents a graphic summary of the organizational structure

of the administration Office during 1934•

  I. Personnel Office (Personalamt, hP)44 

Figure 2e presents a graphic summary of the organizational structure- 

of the Personncl Office during 1934.

1 . Adj ut ant ' s Br a.nc h ( l at er Chi e f Gr oup ( Che f   ppe } }

a . Gen er al ad.mi ni s t r a t i on of t h e Per s onne l Of f i c e .

b . As s i gnmcn t of Gene r a l St af f of f i c er s .

c . I s su anc e of cr i t er i a f or p er f or manc e ev a l uat i ons .

2. Branch I (Abteilung LP I}

a. Assignment  evaluation, and promotion of troop officers,

b. Trainin` af officer replacement personnel.

c . React i vat i on of r et i r ed of f i c   r pcr s onn el .

d. Assignment of enlisted flying personnel, development of a replace-
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ment training program for flying personnel.

44 - Taken from a study on the Reichs  iir Ministry by General Yielsen  Retired 

' and substantiattd by information provid ed by Colonel Koester, Retired 
both of  rhom wcre a9signed to the Personnel Office.

_

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

49

3 . Br a.nc h I I (   b t ei l ung h P I I )

a , e s s i t nme nt o f e n l i s t e d p E r s o nn c l , d e v e l o pmen t o f a r e p l a c e tne nt

training progra.nn
for enlisted personnel .

b , r s t ab l i s hmen t of t r ai il i ng r e qu i r emc nt s f or non- c ommi s s i oned

of f i c er and enl i s t ed c ar e er ue r s onne l ( ex c ept f or en l i s t   d

flying personn el).

c. Troop administration (disciplinary  ui.
delines, leave re-

gulations, ctc.
)
.

d , ll e t er mi na t i on o f qu es t i o:l3 c onc! r ni r..g c on s cr i p t i on pr o e edur e s .

e.  upfrvision of supply matters.

,
4. Branch III (Abteilung LP III)

a. Personnel administration of civilian eaplo3rees
45

.

5 . Br an c h I V (  :b t e i l ung LP I V)

a .   an d l i n  ,  of qu   s t i on s c once rn i ng t he mi l i t ar y e od e of hono r

and disciplinary measures.

b. Settlement of questions arising out of legal suits brought

a ga i ns t memb er s of t he huf t w3f f e . 

c . e dmi n i s t r e.t i on of mi l i t as y order s u.nd awar ds .

d. 8dvisory functions in connection with payroll matters (together

with  dministration Office .

e .   dmi n i s t r at i on o f' we l f ar e f unds s e t u   f or thc us e of Luf t -

wa f f e p   r s onn e l

6 . t3r anch V ( .  b t e i l u n     LP V)

a . Pc r s onne l ad.Tai n i s t r a t i on f or r ep l ac era  n t , s p   c i a l dut y , and

r e s r r v e o f f i c er s .

45 - It is probable that the administration of civilian officials, which  ras

still the responsibility of th e Personnel Office darin  1y33, was taken

over by the  dministration Uffice prior to 1  pril 1934.

-   _
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J, Inspectorate for Flight Schools (In pektion der Fliegerschulen 

1, Planning and supervision of the training programs for flying

an d t e c hni c al gr ound pe r s onne l he l d a t t he v ar i ou s s choo l s and

t r a i ni ng i n s t al l at i ons i n ac co rdanc e wi t :  i n s t r uc t i on s i s s u ed by

the Air Command Office.

Fr i or t o t he e s t ab l i s hrnen t of mi l i t ar  r f l i gh t t r ai ni ng s choo l s  

the training of flying personnel was cs,rried out under the auspices

of the  ssociation of Gsrnan Spmrt Fliers a.nd the Commercial Flight

3choo l , a s vre l l a s by t he Ger ma.n Lu f t hans a wi t h i n t he f r ane wor k of

i t s n i ght f r e i gh t hau l s . Tr ai ni ng i n t he ope r a t i on of Luf t waf f e

• equipment was carried out at the (military}
+ Luftvraffe Ordnance

3choo l s ( r l i e g er wa f f   n s c hul en  
.

The Inspector (Inspekteur} had sup :rvisory a athority over all

training installs.
tions; the inspectorate Chief of 5taff was simul-

taneously Com:nander of the Luftwaffe Ordr an ce Sc ools {Kommandeur

der Fl i eg er w  f i 'en s chu l en )
.

Fi gu r e 2f pr e s e nt s a gr a,phi c su :nma ry of t h e or gan i z a t i ona l s t r uc t ur e of
 

t h e I n s e c t or at e f or F'l i t Schoo l s dur i n  - 1 "
4 0

p       34 •

2. Organization Group (Gruppe Organisation}

a . Iiandl i ng of g en  ̂ r al or g an i z at i ona l qu e s t i on s .

b. Organization s,n
d development of the flight schools in compli-

anc e wi t h ac t i v at i on ordpr 6 i n i t i at ed by t he t  i r Comma.nd Uf f i c e .

c. Advisory functions in the establishment of parsonnel and

equipment strength authorizations for the flight schools.

+ - Transldtor's lYote: parenthe5es based on German text, which has "... an den
(nilitaerisc: en) Fliegerwaffenschulen ..." .

46 - Based on inforaation furnished by Colonel Heldmann, Hetired, formerly as-

s i gn ed t o t h e I n s p ec t or at e f or b'l i gh t Sc hool s , and c onf i rmed by Gen  r a l

 'e l my , Re t i r ed , Who wa s a s s i    e d t o t he po s t of Chi ef of St af f , I ns pe c t or -
ate for Flight Schools.
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3. Tr ai ni ng Gr oup ( Gr uppe Au sbi l dung}

a. Processing of the training guidelines issued by the Air Command

,  
.

Of f i c e .

' ' f tb. Issua.nee of inatruations perta .n
ing to tYu training o pilo a,

obaertrera, gunnera, and seaplane pilots.

  c. Advisory functions in connection With the development of train 

ing directives.

  d. Development of training schedules.

4. T eehnical Schoob Braneh (lbteilung Technische Schulen) (later

Technical Schoola Commaad - Kommando der Technischen Schulen)

•
a. Eatabliahment and development of tealn ieal schools in accordance

wi t h ac t i v at i on order s i s su e d by t h e b i r Command Of f i c e .

b. Adviaory functions in the eatablisbment of personnel and equip-

ment at r eng t h au t hor i z at i ons f or t he t e chni c al ac hool e .

c . Pl anni ng and super vi s i on of t r ai ni ng i n t he t eahni c al achool a

and in  the various teahnical course progrsms.

5 , Techn i c al Equ i pment Gr oup (Gruppe Te chn i k und Geara e t )
.•

a .   ar ni sh i ng o f t he t e ch ni c a l s c hoo l s wi t h ai r cr a f t ,  reapona ,

e qu i pmen t , mo t or v eh i e l e s , e t c .
,

b. Development of training aids.

c . Handl i ng of al l t e chni oa l mat t er a .

6 . 6 d ai ni s t r a t i on Gr oup

s,.
Budgetary adminiatrgtion of the schools. -

b . Handl i ng of t he admi n i s t r at 3v e af f a i r a of t he I n ape ot or at e f or

Flight Schoola. ,

7 . I n add i t i on s t he I n ape c t or a t e f ar Fl i ght Scho ol s  ra s di r ea t l y r e a-

pon s i b l e f or t he f l i ght pr epar edne s s of t he 8 e i c hs l i r lidi ni s t r y

i t s e l f .
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g . Chi ef of Luf t waf f e Yr o cur ement and Suppl y
4? ( ou t s i d e t he Ee i c hs  1i r

1 di n i s t r y )
.

1. Supply administration (storage, supply ,
records  repair, ete.

}

2 . Pl ann i ng and or g ani za t i on of supp l y ag en c i e a ( i n c onj une t i on Wi t h

the Organization Branch , gir Command Office).

3. Training of supply personnel.

4 . Adv i s ory f unc t i ons i n t he p ex so nn e l admi ni s t r at i on of s u ppl y

  per s onne l o f of f i c er r ank .

5 . Per s onne l admi n i s t r a t i on o f boab di spo s a l un i t s .

6 . Super vi so r y r e s pons i b i l i t y t owar ds a l l supp l y uni t s .

_ 7 . I n a c c or danc e wi t h i n s t r uc t i ons i s s ue d by t he Ai r Command Of f i c e :

a. Original iasue ar d subsequent replacement issue of suppliea to

Luftwaffe units, schools, etc.

b. Issue of repla,cemen
t suppliea to subordinate supply agencies and

to the installations of th  Luftwaffe ground organization.

4T - Based on information provided by General Kitzinger, Retired (formsrl t Chief

' of Luftwaffe Procurement and Supply}, General  bn Seidel, Retired (at that
_

time Chief of the 5upply Section , Operations Branch , Air Command  ffice} 

end General Mensch, Retired (formerly assigned to the Supply Brauch, 6ir

Command Office).
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  e c t i on 7 - St a t u 3 o f Lu f t wa f f e   ;x pa.ns i on by t h=   r.a o f t :  e Per i od of   e c r e cy .

1. In spite of the many difficulties cre: ted by the need for secrecy ,

thc result of Gerr  ny's position in forei rn solitics, shz wa,s able to complete

s uc c e s s f u l l y t rle f i r s t s t ep - c r ea t i on of d s  :f f i c i en t l y s t ab l e f ou_* dat i on f or

s ub s e qu ent Lu z t ,7a f f e exps.n s i on - by t h e e s t a -  l i s hmcn t of a number of t r a i ni ng

pr o     ca.ms o f a l l s o r t s .   f f ec t i v e 1   p r i l 1q 34 , t h    f i r :: t Lu f t waf f e un i t s

( f l y i n g u n i t s , s i   •n    l c oumiu.n i c a.t i on s u n i t s , s.n
d t h e c ornm   nd hea dqua r t er s

ne c e s s ary f or t .h ci r a dmi n i s t r a t i on anci. ope r a t i an ) we r e o f f i c i •  .l l y e s t ab l i s hed .

2 . Th e c on s t r u e t i o n o f r  i l i t a r y s i r f i e l d s r e   u i r e d e x t r e me l y c d.r e f u l

con sid eration ana presupposed pain stak in ; praparations , not only because of

•

t h b s e n c e o f a l l u - t o - d   .
t e ex c r i e n c e i n s u c h ma t t er s an d t h - t o t a l l a c ke a p p

of suitable ex   pl
  but also in view of th e expense which was bound to be

involved in case modifications ahould bPcome necessary afterwards.

Du e t o t   c o n s i d f r a t i o n s o f wt r t i me n l a,n n i n   , t r e Lu f t v  s ,
f f e s c h o o l s a nd

u n i t s ti re r e n o t   e o  ; r a p h i c a l l y c c r.c e nt r a t e d b u t we r e s c a t t e r e d t h r ou g h ou t t h e

t h e !   _i c h . n s a r e s u l t , a r e l a t i v e l y e x t en s i v e   r o u i  d o r   a n i z a t i on ha d t o b e

c r e a t e d f r orn t i   s t a r t .

3 , Un 1 b pr i l 1y 34 , i n or d er t o r e l i ev e t h H i  e i c h s d i r i  i n i a t r y of t h e•

_ , _ • •a   ' P e t   ' • e enn c c t ed r i t   t h    ex an s i on o f t he hu f t -d ay bf d ay   d.ni n i s t r a t i v ., d Gi l s
,

p

wa f f e an d i n or d er t o a s sur e mor e d i r ec t dd-ai >: i a t r a t i on an d t r a i n i n  o f t h e

f l y i n   u n i t s , t he f i r s t Lu f t wa.f f e cosunar d. a  enc i e s
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ererm created and made directly subordinate to the Ministry. The were asY

f ol l ox s :  
,

a . Comma.nder , l s t Ai r Di v i s i on (Kommandeur der 1. r l i e ger di v i s i on I 

1) 1 single-engine fi hter oug   P

2) 2 bomber groupe
.

3) 3 long-range reeonnaissance squa.drons

b . Commander , Ar my Ai r For c e s ( Kom aa nd eur d er Il eer e s f l i e g er ) I

1} 2 close-range reconnaxssance squadrons ,

c, lir District Commands I through Y (each ha,ving jurisdiction oQer a

particular geographical area).
•

Figure 2 resents a a hic summar of the or anizat'o6 P gI' P y g i na.l s t r uc t u r e of t he

Luf t  ra f f e c ommand s e t - up dur i ng 19 34 •
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CHAPT .hH II

THE TOP- LEVEL COI  IAND OxGA  I ZATI OP 9FTER

GERM NY A D REGAINED  dILITABY SOYEREIGNTY

Se e t i on 1 - Gene r al Sur v ey of t he Ev ent s   of 19 35 •

  l. on 16 march 1935  gitler announced that Germaz y ha d regained co  -

48
pl et e mi l i t ar y sov er ei gnt y a  d f r e edom , whi ch meant t h at th e Lu f twaf f e

I
 

 ras freed of the neeessity of camvuflaging ita personnel and equipment build-

. .
up. ,

2. 1 ldarch 1935   as decl ar sd t he of f i ci al bi r t hday of th e new Ger man
, 

Luf t waf f e
48

.

3. On 1 1pri1 1935  the antiaircraft a.rtillery forces xere officially

i naor por at ed i nt o t he Lu f t waf f s
4 

eind   oi ned t he f l yi ng f or ce s and t he si gnal

eommuni cat i ons f ar oes as t he th i rd Luf t waf f e br aneh.

4• on 21  ay 1935  tha military conecriptiont laW was proel8,ime
d. .

This

Ras followed on 22 Dday 1935 by a "Decree concerning obligatory aetive duty

 ri t h t ]  Ws hr ma ch t "   xl , on 29   ay 193 5 , by a "Di r e c t i v e coa c s r n i ng r e er ai t -

!
' ment and conecription for the yesr 1935". .

In addition, "flying personnel

sub sct to conscription are urged to put in the required period of aetive

du t y wi t h t he Luf t waf f e "48
.

4 8 - Ba s ed on "Di e Deut s che Luf t f ahr t - J a.hrbuch 19 36 "

4 9 - Ef f e c t e d by t he Dis e c t i v e i s su ed by th e He i c h a Mi n i s t er o f Def ens e , Wa

 o. 708 35, Classified, Iao
/C, dated 25 February 1935, and the Directive   .  

L.A. No. 14?2 35, Claseified, II L 2, dated 25 February 1935•
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5. In connection  ,vi th the implewentation of th e military conscription

l aw, t h e de s i   :n:  t i or. " Luf t  ra f f e " , a s a  'yehr ma c h t b r Gn ch , s.nd "Re i ch s a i r

T, i n i s t er a nu Co:    a,n
der i n Chi c f of t h e Lu f t ;  a f f e " , a s i t s com : a i ci   r ,    rcr c

offieially estGblished on 1 Jun e 1935•

6 . Th e f o l l o Tri n g Luf t   ra f i e h i er s.r chy yra s of f i c i   l l y r e c ogni z ed :

a . Sufir   rae Comu a nd er ,  '1eh z:ns,ch t - t he   ;.ehr e r a.n d a e i c n s Ch e.n c e l l or

Ad ol f li i t l e r

b . Coml na n d   r i n C   i e f , ' l eh r ma cht - R<: i ch s riar :rli n i s t e r , Gen er a l -

oberst von Dlomberg

 
c . Co mrnan d e r i n Ch i c f , Lu f t wa f f e - R e i c h s    i r i ii n i s t - r , Ge n e r r .

l

der r lieaer Goering

d . To p- l ev e l a   ; ency wi t h i n t h e i  e i c h i o r a l l mwt t e r s of a e r on au t i c s

an d a i r d e f en s e - Fie i c h s x i r i .i n i s t r y . Ch i e f o f t he Ke i ch s   i r

I ii ni s t r y vra s t a e ite i c h s k i r i,li n i s t pr and Comma nd er i n C.a i e f ,

Lu f t wa f f e . Hi s s i ruu l t an eou s au t hor i t y r  s i  Ai c h s   li n i s t er of

nVl 3t i on ws.s n ot a f f e c t ed by h i s c on n ec t i : n wi t h t h e  i  r ma c h t
 

i n h i s c a pa c i t y a s Cormaa n der i n Ch i e f , Lu f t ;  s,f f e . Hi s p er man ent

deputy  rrws Generalleutnant iuilch, State Secretary of  viaticn
50

.

7 , On l f  J c t oo er 1   35 , t h e Re i c  _z pr o c l a i n e d t h e "Law p er t a i n i r_g t o t he

Lu f t v •s.
f f e en gi n e - r c or p s " , whi ch g av e o f f i c i r  l r e c o   i t i on t o t he

Lu f t  r  .f f e 3ng i n Per Cor p s e s t ab l i : }: ed u nd er t h ^ pr ov i s i on s oi' t h e

dirr.ctive of 2U k  ril 1935
50

,

50 - Da s ed on "Di e Dcut s ch e Laf t f ahr t - J a },_r nu c h 19 j 6
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8. Lffective 1 Nov  mber 1935, all legal mattera pertaining to th e

Luftvaffe, formerly handled by kr y and Navy courts, Were placed under

  t h e j ur i s d i c t i on of Luf t waf f e j udg e adv o ca.t e ag ene i e s
5l

.

9 . On 1 Nov ember 19 35   t h e f i r s t Lu f t  ra f f e r e cr ui t s Wer e s e l e c t ed ; t hey

were officis.lly inducted on 7 Nov ember 1935
51

.

•

.

51 - Based on "Die Deutsche Luftfahrt - Jahrbuch 1936".
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Section 2 - Changes Effacted i.n the Organizational Set-Up of the Reichs

Air B inietry during 1935•

1. In keeping with tht further egpansion of the Luftwaffe as an in-

dependent W ehrmacht branch , and thc increased administrative work created

theraby, the Reichs 9ir yii.n
istry xas also expanded.

2. Medical affairs, theretofore handled by the Central Bra.nch
(ZA &ted  

Rere taken over by the dir Command Office. Effeetive 1 October 1935  the

Judge Advoca Group, Central Branch, assumed responsibility for all Luft-

  raf f e l eg a l a f f a i r s
52

. ,
!

3. Within the gir Command Office a number of staffs were ezpanded to

groups and a number of groups to brsnches. After t he reorganization, the

Air Command Office was compri8ed of tha followings

s. Opcrations Branch (T.A I)53

1) Operations Group (LA I, 1)  

2) Target Preparation Group (L  I, 2)

3) Tactical and Technological Hequire nents Group (LA I,  )

_
b. 6 uartermastcr Branch (Oberquartiermeister - LA O. Qu.

)

(formerly a  group of the Op rationa Branch)

c. Communications Branch (LA NYW)

The h eadquar t er s s i gn al co mpany , Rei chs Ai r   ii n i.s
t r y ,   a s di r e c t l y

subor di nat e t o t ha ch i ef of t he Comrnuni c at i ons Br anch .

52 - Based on information provided by General Bruch, 2etired (formrr Chief

of the Central Office).  

53 - Based on informati n provided by General Schmid, 8etired (formerly as-

signed to the Foreign Air Forces Group, Operatians Branch)
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  .
ds p'c r s i ga Air 3'c  ccces Br aetah (IJ f Fr . L. ) ( f ormer l   t hs Fc  e   ,gn -

Ai r Far .aee (ir oap  Op u c  t i one Br anah)
,,

e .   r ga  i   s,t   os Br snch (hl I T)
 

 

  f   Tr a,i ni ng Br  nch (I+l I I I )

g ,   t r s gt h s   d 8qu,i pm. nt l ut  cai zat i oa Br ar oh ( LL, lY)

    h •   FP1Y Br anoh   LA, Y)
-,

i , l[. di mal Bran sh (Medi s   .na l   bt . i l 'uag' • IrJ  IE. d)     coc rar   l [ed3aa }.   ,,
.  

  iconp , C  nt r al Br anc  ;   t   ne r organi sat i onal st a'  ctu a d  .d an    'w

l ooaen a t a t onnda t v t he Arm,y
Msdi oal Af f ai r a I at pe ot aa s t . )

  The Oi   l Ai r Def an  e Br an.ah' (     ) m  pl ao. d   der t ht samts  o#'  .
 '

t he ,xiepevt or f c r /lat i a i rEr s f t drt i l l . z  t   T  tep. kt sur der Fl akar t i l l ar f
..   

, .
i , ( as• 8 , ba o r) ;   '

. , .  
l fi t hi n i  e e .

i r Gom tand Of f i   s ,   h s Opsacat i ono Br anoh , •qua:    .   t   r &  a    ;  
-

'I   om  ux  ,c at i ona Br anoh , and th . Faz ei gn   i r Fc  aes Br sgch z err f uact lu  c c omEbi    l

 t o f or ,a  an ©pes at i os a St af f E  shr uugaat ab) , wads r t he l esd. r ahi p of t     thi s f
,.
,

of t h. Ope r at i oao  3r   neh. Th. Lat t sr s an r s spons i bl • f c  c®or di ns #i  mg  ̀h..   '

.

• Xork of th e  f our branch. a ©oa o. rx sd  r sgardl eos of t b. f aat t ha,t   .e oth er  

,
• t hre• hr anah ahi . f s al QO had t  i. r i gh t oY di r . ot e oas ao t o t  t e Ehi e Y,   ,r

 
'   o  mand Of f i oe .
  -

4 .   f s ot i ve 1 ApY'i -1 19  5, t h. Yi r at L  t  raf f s I nap• at or ut ep   : r .

'
r

sr.at.d
54

ss folloios

a , I nape 4t .ors t s f or Ai   8 r esonr ai.s aanos and J sr i s l PI  t o6s apl  r   I ar
,

 tp. lct i om dsr auf kl a. ruuge  l i e g. r und da J u.f t bi l dw. ,a ens ) (Ja .f t -
.
 

waf f . i n. p. 8t vrat e   fo . 1) , erh3oh - at t h e oam. t i   e -  raa s  ar 'g   d  '

ni t h pl anr  ,ng and ' 

- •  . ,- ,
5  -   sci r p  s f r om t hR t  . or es i s susd by t he 8 ei ahs Ai r Yi r  i t r8 , l i  c Qomm$ag .

t̀  f i c e ,   o. f 600134 ,   l s e s i t i . d, I I , 1 , •ds t ed 1  Dee emb er   19
,
54 (  3.or o-

, .f i ].  8011  i l 5r  wi . •sbad. n   ahi v e . ) .
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supervisory functions in connection with raising Luftwaffe materiel

etrength to th e level authoriz d.

Th e ch i ef of Lu f t wa f f e I n s pe c t or at e No . 1 Ra s al s o adv i s or t o

t he Command er i n Chi e f , Ar my , a s r egar ded t he t r an s f er of c er t a i n

ai r r e c onn ai s s anc e an d an t i a i r c r a f t a r t i l l e r y un i t s t o t he Ar  

in case of mobilization. Ia addition , he was in charge of plans

f or t he e s t ab l i s hmen t of t h e o f f i c e of a "Luf t Wa f f e Gene r al at t ach-

ed t o t l  Command er i n Ch i e f , Ar   y " i n ca s e of a ar .

Th e Aer i a l Ph ot o gr a phy Br an ch , Gen e r a l di r Of f i c e , x as t r ans -

f er r ed t o Luf t wa f f e I n spoo t or a t e No . 1 , and t he Cen tr al Ae r i a l Ph o-•

t ogr ap h,y
Of f i c e , Re i c hs Ai r D  .i n i s t r y , wa s r e ac t iv at ed t o t ak c ov er

to the  lerial Photography Schools

1 ) Ca r r y i n g ou t of a er i a l ph ot ogr a pY y a es i gnme nt s f or t h e of f i c es

and br a nche a of t h e x e i c hs Ai r   ii n i s t r y

2) Testing of newly-developed equipment, evaluation of new methoda

in aerial photography, and assessment of innovatioas in train-

  i ng me t ho ds ( f ar t h • l er i a l Ph ot og r a pl y Br anah)

3) Cooperating in the development of training guidelines and

di r e c t i v e a.

Wi t h i n t h e Cen t r a l Aer i s l Ph ot ogr ap } y Of f i c e , a s pe c i a l - du t y gr oup

pa s e s t ab l i ahe d f or d e t a chment t o t h e Oper a t i ons St a f f i n ea s e of

war
55

.
.

55 - Based on "Ueberblick ueber Taatigkeit und Organisation des gesarnten Bild-

we s en s i n d er Lu f t Wa f f e " ( Su r vey of t h s   ,inc t i on s and Or gan i za t i on of Aer i al

Ph o t ogr a phy wi t h i n t h e LUf t x a f f e )
, e t u dy p r e pa r ed by Br a nch VI I I , Lu f t -

waf f e Gene r a l St a f f , dur i ng 1 94 4 •
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  f t er r eo r g ani za t i on  ra s c ompl et e , Luf t wa f f e I n ape c-

• t or at e Na . 1 c on s i s t ed of the f o l l o  i n g subdi v i s i onc
56

s

1 ) St a f f I  o . 1 (Tr a i.ni ng a rxi Or gan i z at i on )

2) Staff No. 2 (Technology and  quipment)

j ) Br an ch 3 ( g er i al Pho t ogr a phy - t he f ar  ner   er i a l

Photography Branch, General gir Offiee)

4  Aerial Photography Scnool

5 ) Cent r a l Aer i al Pho t o gr ap  jt Of f i ce , Hei chs a i r Mi n i s t ry

( di r c c t l y s ubord i n at e t o t he Cni e f of t he   er i al

• Photography Branch)

b . I nsp ec t or a t e f or Bombe r For c e s ( I n s pekt i on der Katnpf f l i e g er  

( Luf t waf f e I n s pe c t or at e   io . 2 )
, whi c h - a t t he s ame t i me -

xas chdrged with planning and supervisory funetions in

connection with bomb development and navigation.

Luf t waf f e I ns pe c t or a t e I  o . 2 wa s ma.de u p o f t he f o l l owi ng t

1) Staff No. 1 (̀j'raining and Organization)

'  2) S t af f No . 2 (Te chnol ogy and   :4u i pment )

3) Group 3 (Navigetion 

c . I n s pe c t or at e f o r   'i gh t er and Di v e- Bomb er For c e s ( I ns pek t i on

d er J agd- und St ur zkampf f l i eg er ) ( Luf t Waf f e I nsp ec t or a t s

No. 3), which - at the same time - Waa cYlarged with plan-

ni ng and s up   r v i s or y f unc t i on a i n oo nn e c t i on wi t h Luf t -

waf f e or dn an c e

56 - Ba s ed on i nf ormat i on pr ov i dec  by Co l on e l Bor cher dt , 2 e t i r ed ( f or me r l y a o-

s i gned t o Luf t wa.f f e I ns pec t or a t e Dio . 1 }
,
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Lu f t waf f e I n s f.e c t or a t e T  o . 3 wa s n a de up o f t he f o l l owi ng

subdivisionss

1) Staff No. 1 (Training and Organization}

2 ) St af f I  o . 2 ( Te chnol ogy a r d   au i pmen t }

3 ) Gr oup 3 (  l i r borne yyeapons }

Luf t   a,
f f e I n s n c c t or a t e s P1o . 1 , 2 , a nd 3  rre r e d i r e c t l y su b o r d i n a t e t o t h e

Chief,  ir Comnand Office.

Th e pr i mary r  i s 3i on o f t h e I n sne c t or at e ch i e f s wa s t he f u r t h er anc e o f t h e

t ac t i c a l and t - c hno l ogi c a l r e adi ne s s of th e i r p -.r t i cul   .r br anch es . "By or der of "

.
t he Rei c hs Ai r i;ii n i s t er and Comman der i r  C:c i e f , Lu f t ws.f f e , t h ey i s su ed d i r ec t -

ives regardir  the technolo ical anci tactical standards required of the troops

falling •uithin their areas of jurisdictior., and they w-rc called upon for advise

i n t he pr epar at i or. of empl oyment d ir ec t i v e s an d t r a i n i n   ,'u i de l i n es . On t h e

b a s i a of t h e i r ev a l u a t i on of exper i enc e a t t y e f r ont , t hey e s t ab l i s hed t ac t i c al

and technological re; uirements for thGir troops. ^hey played an important

r ol e i n t h e dcv e l o pmc n t find t e s t i n  ; of equ i ga ent . i hey wer e a s k ed t o su bmi t
•

t he i r r e c omrnend a t i ons i n que s t i ons of o rg an i za t i on .

 ach Inspectorate chief had the ri ;ht to inspect the units and training

i n s t a l l at i ons un der h i s c omraand .

5 , raf f e c t i v e 1 J anu ar y 19 35 , t he pos t o f' I n s pe c t or f or fti av a l 8 i r For c e $

( ' Na f f eni ns pekt i an der a e c f l i e g e r ) wa s a s Ui  mc d t o t ue co  n. nan der o f Ai r a r ea IY

( Sea  
.

As I ns oc c t or f or hav al   i r Fo r c c s , t h i s of f i c er wa s d i r e c t l y r e s pon s i bl e

t o t hc St a ti e J  "CTe t   y f or Av i a t i on , bu t - a  ai n on l y i n t1?i s c apac i t y - he

wa s b o,and by i n s t ruc t i ons i s   ued by t h e
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Chi ef of t he Ai r Commar d Of f i e e .

6 . Th e Chi ef of t he Communi a a t i one Br anoh , Ai r Comma nd Of f i e e , x a s gi v en

t he po at of I ns pe c t or f or Communi ca t i one ( I ns p ekt aur de s fl a c hr i eht env erb i nd-

ungswesens). He Worked in close ooordination w3.
th the othsr Luftwaff• In-

s pe at or at e s .

7 . Ef f act i v e 1 Apr i l 1q 3 5, a
.
I uf t wa,

f f e I n spe ct ar at e f or Yeh i c l e Tr ans -

port (Inspektion des Kraftfahrwesens der Luftwaffe) vae estatilished a$ Luft-

x a f f e I ns pe c t or at e No . 6 . Th i s ag e ney x a s r e apons i b l e f aac al l ma t t er s .per-

taining to motor vehicles Within the Luftweffe and, in additiQn, acted aa

l i ai aon of f i c e t o I n s pe e t or a t e Dio . 6 o f t ha Rs i c hs   i n i s t r y of War , Whi ch 

xas in charge of motor vehicl• transportation for the entire  Iehrmacht.

Lu f t wa f f e I n s pe c t or at e No . 6 Ras ' di r ec t l y subor di na t e t o t he Chi e f of

the Air Command Office.

  8. gs of 1 April 1935  the former Inspectorate for Flight 3ehools was

r eor gani z ed i nt a t h e F l i gh t Sahoo l Command ( Kommando der Fl i e g er achul en   anc 

 ras thus no longer a pe.r
t of the Reichs Air Ministry.

•
The Flight School Command was placed in charge of all flight training

i n s t a l l a t i ons a s wel l a s o f t he Luf t waf f a or dnanc e s chool s .  

9 . Ef f e c t i v e 1 Apr i l 1 93 5     e d a t e on whi c h t h e Luf t waf f e t o ok ov er

t h e ant i a i r cr a f t e.r t i l l er y f or e e s , t h e I n s pec t or a t e f or Ant i ai r ar af t Ar t i l l ery

For c e e wa s :br a ns f er r ed f r om t he fl ei cha ]  i n i s t r y o f Ds f ens • t o t h e Rei c hs 1 i r

  D  i n3 s t r y . At th e s ame t i me , t h e Ci v i l Ai r Def ens e Br anch ( hi t h er t o a par t o f

the Air Command Office} r as made subordinate to the Innpector for Antiaircraft

.
Ar t i l l er y . Thu s , th e i ps pe ct or a t e wa s g i Yen

.
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I

  . t h . t i t l e of In ape at c  at e f c  1nt 3ai   araf t Art i l l e ryr and Ci v 3.l l i r Def enr  e '
 

  (Inapektion der  'lakartilleris und dea Iraft•a  tsea 
57
. '

Thi s i nepect or e,t • xe,• di r ect l y subordi nat e t o the St at e Sear s t srar f or

 
1Ti at i on acd. was made up of t hs f ol l o ri ng subdi v i ei ona

58
:

,
• a, Group 1 ( mploym.nt, Organi•ation, Per®onua B.plaaement, a•d

  -
    PF17 )

.  .I

i
b . Gr oup   (Tr a f ni ng ) -

a. Gr oup 2 (W. apons , Bqa i pme nt , ar d gmmuni   f oa ) ( e at abl i     ,t of

t ae t i as l and t . ahno l ogi aa l r aqu i r ea ent a f c r th e dev e l opment oi

 
equi pn ent t ogs t h•r irl t h t he Army Or dnanc • Of fi oe ; t e ati   g of n  .r

. .

•  t ment at troo lev.lq P P  

d. Group 3 (Pabliaationa) (preparation of trainiag aid  aud i r-

strnctfonal  aterial }

e . Gr oup 4 (  i r ar af t ar d. Tsnk I dent i f i oat i on Servi o e)

f. Staff Yotor Tehicls Servicee

.

- g . St s f f Jlnt i a i r ar af t Ar t  .l l ary $ e sear oh and Dsve l opment 

h . St af f Si gnal Co  uni
_oati on  9er  ri ae o  

i . Ci v  .l a i r Def en$e Br euach ( f or mer l y a pa,r t of t h. Ai r Comnaud Of f i oe)  ..

j . TY e f ol l oei ng i er . e,l ov di r eet l y   xbordi nat e t o the Tngpeat or f or

Jlnt i ai r ar af t Art i l l ery :

1) The ant i af  ar af t er t i l l ery echool a
.  

.  2) The ant i a i r ar af t sr t i l l eary pr ac t i oe r ang ea

37 - Directive i sued by the 8eichs Air b[inistsr, go. 1240 :35: alassified, II l! •
dat ed 8 Itar c  i 1935•

58   • Ba.eei on i nf or mat i on pr ovf ded by Gen er al von A ct hs l m, B. #i r ad ( f or etsrl y
s a• i gnrd t o t hs Znepect or at e f or Ant i a ir cr af t er t i l l er y and Qi v 3.l A3r
Def s nae ) . -

 

'
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 s a result of the b ybrid naturs of its activitF (including General Staff-

t y pe mi s s i on e a s ws l l a s t he admi n i s t r a t i on o f a t e chn i c a l s er v i c e br anc    
! .

du e i n t ur n t o pe r sonne l cons i der a t i ons , t he I ns pe c t or e.t e f or dnt i ai r cr af t i

Artillery and Civil Air Defense had far more eatensivs reapon ibilities th
 
n

thos• of the other inspectorates. It was not until later the,t its aenexal

St af f f un a t i onas wer e r e l e ga t ed t o t he pr ops r ag ene i e s .. .

10 . On 1 dune 19 3 5 , t he Re e e ar ah Qr oup f or t he Hi e t or  r of ,Ai r War f ar e  

R. i ah s Ai r   6,i ni e t r y ,
( For s ch ang agr appe de s Re i eh s l u f t f a.hr t mi n i s t er i ums f uer

Inxf t kr i e g s g e e ch i cht s ) wa s e s t ab l i ehe d and pl a c e d u nder t h e di r e at i on af th •

Chi e f of t he Tz-ai n i ng Br eneh 59
. 

  I 1 . On 1 Nov embe r 193 5   t he f o l l owi ng t r a i ni ng i ns t a l l at i ons wer e f ound-

ed an d pl ae ed under t he c ommand of th e Chi e f of t l    .i r Comma nd Of f i e e :

a . Th e l dvanc ed huf t waf f e Sahool (Hoeher e Lnf t waf f anaehul e)

T W lead Lvftkrie eakademie -b . he Ai t  ax amY ( g )

c . The Ai r Te ah ni c a l Ac ademy ( huf t t e chni s che Jlkademi e ) (under th e

i on f t h e Chi e f of t he Te chn i oal Of f i e etechnical supervis o   I

 
1 2. I n summar  r, t h e org s a i z at i ona l s t ru otur e of t h e v ar i ou s ag en c i e a di a- i

eu s s e d abov e c  r i ng 19 35   i s i l l u s t r a t ed by t h e f i gur e s i ndi a a t ed be l o. r:

4a . Rei chs   i r Mi ni s t ry (Fi gur • 3)  
i

b . Ai r Commend Of f i ae (Fi gur e 3a)

c . Oper   ,t i onB Er anch (Fi gur e 3b)

d. I napec t or at s f or Ai r 8eoonn.ai s sanc e and Aeri al Phot ogr apby

.0CFi  e 3c
6 )

. .

.- "E bl i hment and Devel o ment of t he Luf t waf f e   i l i t Hi st o Br anoh"59 st a s p a    '
(I nt  ri okl ung sdat en der 8r ei gswi s een aohaf t l i ch en Abt s i l ung dar Luf t waf f e)

' (Microfila roll No. 15).  
l
i

60 - The or g ani za t i ona l s t r uat ur e of t l  Aer i al Phot ogr ap2  ,y
Br anah r ef l e c t a t h •

e t at u s s s of 19 36
, b as ed on t h e r epor t "The Or gaa i aat i on ar  F an at i on ©f

Aer i al Phot o g r a,phy wi t hi n t he Luf t waf f e " (II eb erb l i ck u eb er di e Ta e t i gke i t

und Organisation des gesamten Bildwesens in der Luftwaffe .
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. ,

  . Ia speat orat • f aa    b . r For c ee (Ff gcuce 3d}
.

f, Insp Etarate for Fighter a d Dive Bomber F r ces (pigore 3e} • 
.= .

g . I napeot o rat s f or   t i s i r Er af t Jlr t i l l ery  uad   i vi l   3r   eYea ae
.

  Fi gar.e 3if }
, "

    Ths or gani eat i onal s t r ao t n    of t he ot hsr of f i s e s aad bTSnaha a t h. r
, .
i

r t aai n.   . t hs s eum. or ahax ged s © l i t t l • t hat  re a s ed n ot Qonoe   sir   xr ael 4 e  

. i
,  ri t h t h . n .   -

Tb,e oxgani t at i on de scr i bed   vr t h e Luf t waf f • i as pect o=at e   i a   e e  l.gf aal
 

an.; ft  aa ezpaadad later o .
 

. .  

- _   D eats duri 1 .8sa'  f on 3   arf of w el opm   935
,

l. Onc. Ger an  had rsgaiaed her military sovsreig tg  of aovrs.  tha

f crms l as si g  snt
.
of Laf t̀ raf f . p  r sonne l t © ei t h er t hR   r.m y :or t  ue   iav    ieht ch

 

had beea neoe es ary so f ar i n or   er t o oas oai 'l sge t he 'ba i l +i  r  o  aa a3  :f o  mes

ooul d b. di s vont i m  ed i 'am. di at s l  t. Ai r t va+des  .• a and gi l ot r . pl ava  e  t ''b at  •   .

.  

t al  .ons  r. r . es t abl i ehed t o t aka aar . o  t b. t r ai ni ng af Iaif t rr  f f e a f f i a   a 

candi dat es aa8 Lrif   af f a enl i . t . d par sor n el r eapsct i ve].,3r.
Ba r q,

i t   a  ts    N1
, 

'  
     

t o t hs ant i ai r or s f t sr t i  ..l er r f vz ae.s or t o th . ai   al aomm tia ia e i  aaa f   r o.   ,

  . r . g3 ven ba   c   i l i t axy t r ai nf   i n r epl s oea+ent tu  d.t e   i t h3;n t he  .r  o at i
 , .

,
o. r rri c e br anche s .

 
 

,    „

,

 
.    

 

,

. '
   .•    

,  

. . ,'

, _.
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The number of pilot training and ordnance schools wae soon inereased, and

at the same time nex, specialized training centers were set up.

Th e Adv anc ed Lu f t waf f e School and t he   i r War Acadea ,y Rer e c al l ed i n t o

b e i ng t o pr epar e Luf t wa f f   of f i c er s f or a s s i gn ment t o t 11e Gener a l St af f .

The Ai r Tec hn i ca l kcademy wa s c r ea t ed t o m  e t the ne ed f or qu al i f i ed f l i ght

engineers With the requisite military as well as technologieal training and

background.

2. Effective 1  April 1q35, certain changes were  nade in the organization

of t he oper at i onal command apparatu s . The at af f s of t l e l s t Ai r Di v i ai on

• and of the Commander, grmy  ir Forces! Were deactivated and their responai-

bilities assigned to the Headquarters of the gir Regional Commande I through

Y .  s a result, these headquarters were no longer merely territorial admi-

nistrativc offices, but now had a plac• in the chain of command.

 ach Air Regional Command wae asaigned a Senior Pilot Commander (Hoeherer

Fl i eg erk ommand eur ) ar d a Sen i or   n t i a i r cr af t Ar t i l l e r y Command er ( Hoe he r er

Kommande  der Flakartill-rie}, who had full and exclusive command over the
 

f l n un i t s an d an t i ai r c r af t ar t i l l c ry uni t s r e s pe c t i v e l y .Yi g

The Vlth air xe i.ona
l Command (sea) retained command over the Commander,

Nav a l Ai r For c e s ,
(   .i ehr er der Se e l uf t s t r e i t kr a ef t e ) and th e s e apl an e un i t s

under his jurisdiction.  

Se e Fi gur e 3g f or t h e or g an i za t i on of th e Luf t Raf f e op er a t i onal command

apparatus during 1935•

rli t h i n e ach one cf t he Ai r Reg i o nal Command s an ai r s upp l y a  pr o cur e-

ment group was created to take charge of all supply activity in the region.
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3 , l7ur i ng th e summer of 1 93 5 , Lu f t wa,.f f e s t r eng t h wa s appr ogi.ma t e l y

as follows:

a . f l y i ng f or c e s

  3 single-engine fighter groups

6 bomber groupa

1 dive-bomber group

(each group comprising three squadrons 

7 c l os e- r a.nge r e e onna i s s anc e s qua dr ons

5 l ong- r ang e r ec onn a i a s anc e s q aa dr ons

 
7 seaplan e squadrons

b , ant i ai r cr af t ar t i l l l er y f or c a s

15 heavy artillery battaliona

3 light artillery battalions

1 antiaircraft artillery training battalion

Section 4 - The Changes in the Organization of the Reichs  ir  Tiniatry during

 
1.y36 .  

1. Apart from a numb r of new activation , th ere ware no really funda-

ment a l or g an i za t i onal cha.nge s i n t he Rei c he   i r ; ii n i s t r y .

2. Inspectorate for Aerial Reconnaissance Forces and Aerial Photograph,y

( I ns pe c t or a t e I3o . 1 ) :

6n 1 I .ax ch 1 936 , t he i n s pe c t i on of L•af t wa f f e pho t ogr aphi c e qui pment ( f or mer-

l y t h e r e s pon s i b i l i t y o f t hc I nspe c t or   wa s de l e ga t ed t o t h e Chi ef o f t he

Aerial Photography Branch
6l

 

61 - Tak er_ f r om "The Or g an i z : t i on and Func t i on of   er i a l i'ho t ogr aphy wi t hi n th e

Lu f t waf f e ".
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On 1 Apsi1 ]
.9
36, Luftaaffe Inspectorate No. 1 wae made subordinate to

the newly-established Aerial Reoonnai$sance Training Staff (lufklaerun.gs
lehr-

at ab )
t • hi ch wa s exp and ed t o t he Aer i al $ ec onnai s s anc e Gr oup (Auf lcl.a er ung agr upp .  

on 1 Oc t ob er 19 36 . On 1 Oc to ber 1 938 t he Gr oup b e c ame a par t of t he Luf t   ra f f e

.Training Divigion (Luftwaffenlehrdivision)
2
.

nf f e c t i v c 1 J u l y 1 936 , t he Cent r a l Fi l m Of f i c e ( Haupt f i l mat e l l e de a Rei eha- •

luftfahrtministeriums) was establishEd and placed Under the oommand of the

Chi ef , Aer i a l Phot ography Br aneh . The Cea t r a l Fi l m Of f i c e wa s l o cat ed out s i de

t he 8 e i c h s Ai r  di n i s t ry
62

,

• 3. Effactive 1 April 1936, th e 8esearch Group for the History of lir
 iWarfare Ras rechristened the Luftwaffe Military  iistory Branch. It remained

under the direct sup rviaion of the Chief, Training Branch
63

.

I t oompr i s ed t h e f ol l owi ng gr oups s

a. Group 1 (8esearch in Il ilitary History)

b . Gr oup 2 ( I a t e rpr e t a t f on ar d L  ra l u at i on )  

c. Group 3 (Archives)

•
d. Group 4 {Administration 

6 2 - Ba s ed   on i n f or ma t i on f ur ni s he d by Gene r al Dr um, "8 e t i r ed .
63 - Ba s e d on "Bs t ab l i shment and Dev e l opmeirt o f th e Luf t waf f e ]i.i l i t ar y Hi s t ory

Br anch " (Ent wi ckl ung s da t en der Kr i e g s wi s s en s chaf t l i chen   b t e i l ung der Luf t -
 raf f e )

,
(  i c r of i l m r ol l No , 1 5)

.  
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4. On 1 gpr i l 1936 , t he Inspect or at e f or Ai r cr af t Squi pment (Fl i eger-

geraeteinspizient) and the Air Accident Investigations Offie• (Unfallunter-
 i

.

suchungestelle fuer die Luftfabrt} (closely allied with the Inatitute for

Bxperimental  ieronautics) - formerly entirely i
.n
dependent of each other -

 
i

  were combined to form the Inspectorate for Flight Safety and 6iroraft Pquipment

't d Geraet In. s
64

. The
I

(Inspectorate S) (Inspektion fuer FlugsicherheZ un ,
)

e iamotivatin factor behind this organizational change was the aharp iaarea.sg

airaraft aceidents occasioned by the too hurried - and thua too auperficial -

pilot training program.

The responaibilities assig ied to the Inspeatorate S xere the lolloering: ,•

a . Ac c i d ent i nv e et i g a t i on

1) I nv es t i gat i on of al l aec i dent e i nvol v i ng ai r craf t ( Luf t waf f s and

  commereial aireraft)

2) Pvaluation and interpretation of findings in terms of flight tech-  

niques, technological factora, training sta,n
darde, tactical aon-

siderations, a.nd organizational aspects involved

•
3) Advisory functions in connection with court investigationa to fis

the reaponsibility for accidents (as the highest-ranking investi-

gative and opinion-stating agency)

4) Grounding of aircraft a,n
d discontinuation of items of equipmeat

on t he ba s i s of ae e i d ent i nv e s t i g a t i on f i ndi ng a

5) Initiation of accident-preventinn measures

b. Inspaction of aircraft and equipment

64 - Based on information provided by General Fink, 8etired (former Deputy

Chi ef of I ns pe c t or a t e S}
.
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e. Provision of instruotiartal material for troop unitB ia oonneotioa

w3th the introduction of nee aireraft models or new types of

, equipment (including weapona and a,mmunition
)

d. In speat i on of al l aer ot e ohni oal t r ai nf ng i nat al l ati ons , i nal udi ng

t he advana ed or dna,noe Rchool s (Waf f enme i s t er s chul en}

e, ad4lsory function in eonneetion with the appointment of aerotech- -

nical peraonnel to key positions

Temporarily under the direet command of the 8eich  Bir Minister and

Cocomander i n Chi ef , Lu.f t waf f e, t l  I nap eat or at a S  ras ul t i mat el y made sub-

ordi nat e t o t he St at • Seer et ary for Ar i at i on. 

• 5 •   3 J '  e 1 9 36 , Gene r al   fev er , Chi e f o f t he Ai r Command Of f i e a, wa   t

killed in an air crash while on an official flight. His euoaassor was General-

l eu t n ant g e s s e l r i ng , f or mer Chi s f of t he Luf t wa f f e Admi ni s t r at i on Uf f i e e .

b. On 1 July 193b, the Luftwaffe G neral Staff came into being as aua

of f i ci al l y r ecogni z ed ent i t y . I t s cr eat i on r e sul t ed i n no i mmedi at e change s

i n t he orgsa i zat i on of th e Ai r Command Of f i ce
65

.

• The Chi ef of t he l i r Command Of f i c e was s i mul t aneou el y Chi ef of t he Luf t -

waf f . Gene r al St af f 66
 

'

The Geaeral Staff officers taken over from th,  lrmy  as well as thoae

officere who had had general staff training, were automatically
,

65 - I n H3t l er ' ® decr ee , as Wsl l as f n t he gene r al or der i ssued by Goer i.ng
on the occasion of Wever's death, Generalleutnant Wever was alreac y re-
f er r ed t o as the f i r s t Chi ef of t he Luf t waf f e G. neral St af f .

(Germaa
Aa  a t ki      Pol nme f or 193T)

66 - Based on information provided by General  Tielsen, Hetired (wha was res-
ponsible for preparing the dir.cti4es setting up the Luftwaffe General

Staff).

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

72

appointed General 5taff offieers with thc Luftwaffe. At the same time, a

l i at of t he po s i t i ons r e qu i r i ng Gene r al St af f p e r s onne l Wa s dr ax n up
67

.

7. The antiaireraft artillery schools a  practice rangee, theretofore

unconditionally aubordinate to the Inspectorate for ,An
tiaircraft lrtillera• and

Civil Air Defenae, xere tranaferred to the jurisdiction of the Air Regionsl

Commands in vdlich thay vere located. They remained under the supervisio,n of the

I ns pe ot ar at e onl y i   o f ar a s t r ai ni n g and per s onne l a s ei gament wer e c onc e r ned ,

8. The supply function was subjected to thoroughgoing reorgaaization,

and on 1 Augus t 19 36 t h e Suppl y Br anc h , Ai r Command o f f i c e , and th e Of f i c e o f t he

Chi e f of Supp l y an d Pr o cur ement  .e r e coob i ned t o f orm t ha Luf t  raf f e Supp l y  
 

Of f i c e (Nach s chubamt der Luf t wa f f e )
. • '

.

,
The chief of the LuftRaffe Supply Office was responsible to the State

Secretary for gviation.

The Supply Office operated in accordanee with instructions issued by ths

Ai r Comma.nd Of f i c e ; i t s wor k wa s c l o s e l y c o or di na t ed wi t h t hat of t he Tech-

ni c a l Of f i c e
68

. .

  The misaions assigned to the new office xere as folloWS:

  a .  
,ir t h er dev e l opment of t he suppl y org ani zat i on n i t h i n t he Luf t -

waffe and establishment of an adequate training program

b . Pl an.ni ng o f e qu i pIDen t a nd apar e par t r e qu i r em e nt s on t he ba s i s o f

or g ani z a t i onal f a c t or s and paet exp er i enc e i n mat er i e l e on s um i on .

67 - In Hitler's decree, as Rell as in the genoral order issued by Goering on
the occasion of  Tever 'a death, Generalleutnant Wever  as already referred

  t o a s t he f i r s t Chi ef of t he Luf t x af f e Gene r al 3 t af f ( Ger man Av f at i on -
Volu®e for 1937). '

68 - Ba s ed on i n f ormat i on f ur ni s he d by Gen er a l Ki t z i ng er , 8 e t i r ed {f or mer
Chi e f of t ha Luf t   af f e Supp l y Of f i c e )

.

•
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c. Issuan ce of techn ical guidelin es for the carrying ou t of initial

as w ell as su  seGU ent supply functions.

d, frepax ation of instructional a aterials concerning the repair

and maintenance of equiprnent

e.  stablishment of prOcedures for the disposal of obsoleta or

otherwise useless equipment

f, r'urnishing vehicle fuels an d ammunition to troop units

g. Responsibility far inspecting all supply units a.nd facilities, in-

c l u di ng t hos e s Pr vi c e s choo l s c UIlc Crn ed  ri t h t he euppl y f un c t i on

(bom
p
-di s po s a l t r ai n i ng c en t s r s , adv anc ed or dn a.nc e s c hoo l s , and

•
t h e Luf t wa f f e Su 1 Scho o lPP y

h. Frepara.tion of directives a.n
d op4rational guidelines in the field

o f supp l y

i .   dv i s or y fu nc t i ons i n c onn ec t i on  xi t h t he a s   i gniaent o f s,appl y

officer per sonnel

i h e Lu f t v •a f f e Su pp l y Uf f i c e wa a di v i ded i n t o t h e f ol l owi ng br an che s c

• a. Group 1 (Orga.nization of A upply   nction)

b . Gr oup 2 ( bi r cr af t and a i r cr af t cyu i pment )

e . Gr oup 3 ( Gene r al e qu i pmen t s s i F,rna l c o  unun i c at i ons e qu i prnen t ,

motor vehicles, vehicle fuels}

d. Group 4 (  eapons, antiaircraft sxtillery, an d ammunition}

9 . Du ri ng t he f a l l of 1936 t he Po i i t i c al  if f ai r s Ur oup wa s det ac   ied

f r om t hr Cent r a l Br an ch und a s s i gn ed t o t he s t af f of t he St at e Secr e t ary f or

Aviatian
6 

.

69 -  ccording to information provided by General  iruch, itetirod (at that

t i me Ch i ef of th - Ce nt r al Br anch )
.
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3e c t i on 6 - Th e Chang e s i n t h e Or g ani z a t i on of t he x e i c hs Ai r 1  i ni s t r y

dur i n g 1 9 37 •  

1. On 1 gpril 1937
7 

, the Flight Sehool Comma.n
d (which had been taken

out of t he x e i ch e Ai r 1  .i.n
i s t ry i n 19 35 ) wa s r eor g an i z ed a s t he I ns pe c t or a t e

for Flight Schools and reincorporated into the  dinistry, xhere it was placed

under t he c omman d o f t he Chi e f o f t he Ai r Command Of f i c e .

At the same time, all the schools formerly under the central jurisdiction

of the Flight School Command were transferred to the 3urisdietion of the

newly-established Flight School and Pilot Heplacement Battalion Commanda

( Kommando der Fl i e g er s chu l en und Fl i e g er er s at z abt e i l ung en  
, whi ch f n t urn•

were subordinate to tha gir Regional Comm .nds.

The I n sp eat or f or Fl i ght Schoo l s Wa s aut hor i aed t o i nspe e t t he pi l o t

  training installations, while inepection of the ordnanee schools remained the

responaibility of the various Air Ordnance Inspectors (Fliegerqraffeninspek-

teure).

  2 . Th a I ns pe c t o r at e f or Nav a l Ai r For e e s ( Lu f t rPaf f eni n s pekt i on der

!
Seefliager} was established, ma.king

it possible to relieve the Commander of

gir Area.YI
(5ea) of his duties as inspector of the seaplane units.

The Inspeetorate for Naval lir Forces was made directly respqnsible to

t he Chi e f o f t l  Ai r Command Of f i c a .

3, The  dedical Branch, Air Gommand Offies, was reorganized into the

I n $pe c t or at e f or   edi c al g f f ai r a . Th e ne w ag ency , l i ke i t a pr ede e e s s or , wa e

directly subordinate to the

7Q - This date is based on infvrmation  iven by Colonel Heldmann, Retired

(formerly assigned to the Inspeetorate for Flight Sahools).

i
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Chief of th ! Air Command Office. With its creation, the extremely close  

bonds be t we en t he medi c a l af f a i r s admi n i s t r at i o n of th e Luf t ws,f f a and th e

Ar my I ns pe c t or at e f or I Iedi c a l Af f a i r s war e no l ong er n ec e s s ar y , and f r om

then on basio organizational auestions and pereonnel matters (promotion and

assignment of inedical officera)  rere handled indepcndently
7l

.

4 . Pr i or t o 1937 , t he t op- l ev e l or gan i za t i onal s t r uc t ur e of t h e Lu f t -

Waffe might be said to poss oss a certain inner unity arui stability; during
. ..

1g 37 , howev er , t her e ar o s e th e pr ob l em of t he s t a t us of a "e i v i l i an " St a t e

.
Secretary in a military ministry, particul s ly in conncction with the

relationship existing between the State Secretary and the Chief of the General
•

Staff of the Luftwaffe (see also Section 7 - The State Secr-tary for  viation

and t h e Chi e f of t Y  Luf t waf f e Gene r a l St a f f }
,

The c onf l i c t be t we en Gener al l eu t nant Ke s s e l r i ng , Chi e f of t he Ai r Comanand

Of f i c e , and Ger  r al der Fl i eg er i lii l c h , St at e Sec r e t ary f or   v i at i on , s o on

oame t o a he ad . on 31  da.y 19 37 , Gene r al l eu t na.n t Ke s s e l r i ng r e s i gn ed hi s

po s i t i on at t h,e 8 ei chs 6 i r   li n i s t r y and a cc ept ed an appo i nt ment a s Comciandi ng

• Gen er al , Ai r Ar ea I I I . Gener a l maj or St umpf f , Chi e f of th e Luf t waf f e Per aon-

nel Office, was named Kasselring's successor as Chief of the Luftwaffe General

Staff
72

. If we disregard the death of General Wev-r, this was the first of

a l ong s er i e a of per s onn e l chan g e s i n t h e po s t of Chi e f of th e Gener a l St a f f

o f th e Lu f t waf f e .

71 - Basad on information provided by General Schroeder, :r  , 8etir ed (formerly

Chi ef o f t he   ledi ca l Br anch , Ai r Comn and Of f i c e }
.

7 2 - Tak en f r om t he l i s t of per s onne l ch an g e s i n t h e
Luf t waf f e publ i s hed i n

Gerruan Aviation - Yolume for 1938.
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} . Ef f e c t i v e 2 June 19 37 , t h e c hai n of command wi t h i
.n t he t op- l ev e l

e ch e l on of t h e Rei ch s Ai r hfi.ni s t ry wa s chang ed a s f o l l oWS:  

a. The State Secretary xas relieved of his assignment as permanent

depu t y t o t he Rei cha g i r Pdi n i s t er a nd Command er i n Chi e f , Luf t -

waffe. From that point on, he was to assume the duties of hia

ehief only if the latter was to be away for an eztended period

or in case a sudden emergency should prevent him from carrying

on his  ork
73

. -

b. The Chief of tlu General Sta.
ff was made d3rectly reapon$ible to

t h e Re i ch s Ai r I ai.n i s t er a.nd Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e . I t

_
Was his miseion to establiah requirements in connection with

preparations for and conduct of air Warfare and to transmit these

r e qu ir ement s t o t he St a t e Secr e t ar y and t he o f f i ce a un der the

latter 's command for action. The General Staff Chief was no

longer required to obtain thc eoncurrenca of the 3tate Secretary

bef o r e addr e s s i ng hi ms e l f i n per s on or i n wr i t i ng t o th e Coa -

 
mander in Chief, Luft affe; he was merely requested to inform

the State S.ecre
tary briefly of any decieions made by the Coa-

mandmr in Chief. For all praotioal purposes these modificationa

divided th e Reichs gir 1'dinistry into two separate spherea of

comman d , t he Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e Gene ral St af f (x i t h t he

General Staff) on tha one hand, and the State Secretary (with the

various Ministry officea  on the other.

6.  t the same time the Air Command Office was reorganized into the

Luf t waf f e Gene r a l St af f 7 4
, cons i at i ng of

73 - Based in part on information provided by General Nieleen, R tired (former

memb er of t he Zuf t waf f e Gen er al St af f ) and i n par t on t he "Dev e l opment

of thc Peacetime and Wartime Top-Level Organizational Struct  e of the
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73 - (cont) Luftwa.
ffe from 1934 on" ( ntwicklung der Friedens- und Kriegs-

s pi t z eng l i e derun g der Lu f t waf f e a e i t 1 9 34 )
, a br i e f s t udy pr epar ed

by the Militaxy History Branch ( ranch VIII  of the Luftwaffe General

St af f . Bo t h s our c e s ment i on t he di r e c t i v e i s sued by t he Rei c hs Ai r   ii n i s-

t er and Commander i n Ghi   f , Luf t waf f e , t o t he Chi e f , Luf t waf f e Ge ne r al

Staff, No. 1600 37, Classified, dated 2 June 1937. The directive itself

is no longer available for reference.
74 - Ba s e d on i nf orma t i on pr ov i d e ei by Gencr a l   li e l s en , iie t i r ed ( f or mer memb er

of t k  Lu f t waf f e Gen er a l St af f )
.

_

s

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



TH IS PA G E D E CLA SSIFIED IA  V E   12958

78

the follvwing subdivisiona
75
s

'

a . Op er at i on a St af f

1) Branch 1 (Operations)

2} Braneh 5 (Foreign Air Forces 

.

3) Branch 6 (@uartermaster}
 i

  4} Branah 7 (Signal Communications)

. •

5) Topograph,y Group (Gruppe Karteaweaen)

b . Or gani ze,t i on St af f

1} Branch 2 (Organization}  

2} Branch 4 (Personnel Strength and Equipment Authoriaation)•
• ,

Notet The Chief of the Organization Staff was at the same time

Chi ef of Br anch 2 .

c. Branoh 3 (Training)

d,
Chief Group

'  . On 1 J u l y 19 37 , t h e p o s t of 'Luf t wa f f e Gener   l , Command.er i n Ch i e f ,

• . Ar m3r( Gen e r a l d er Lu f t wa f f e b e i m Ob er b ef eh l ah ab er des He er e a } - a po s t wh i ch

•
previoua planning had envisioned only in ease of we x - was created in the

,
Reichs gir Ministry

?6
.

Th e mi a si on o f t h e Lvf t wa f f e Gen ar al , Co  an der i n Ch i ef , 9r nCr1 wa e t o

advise the Arm y High Command in questions concerning aerial reconnaissance '

and antiaircraft artillery defenses at the front and to implament mobilization

plans for the employment of the  

75 - lhis organizational plan (egeept for the subdivisions of the OperationQ

Staff) is based on material appearing in German Aviation - Yolume for

1937• '

76 - German Aviation - Yolume for 1938, page 58.
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Air Comrnander Staffs (Koluftstaebe), aerial rCCOnnaissance squa.drons, anti-

a i r c r af t .  ,r
t i l l er y a nd s i gna l c owu un i c a ti ons u.ni t   wh i ch   roul d b ecome t ac t i c al -

l y subor di n at e t o t i  e   r rqy i n c a s e of w  ;r
77

.

Th e Lu f t waf f e Gene ra l , Commander i n Chi ci',   r my, wa s pcr so nal l y r e 9pon s i bl e

t o t h e !t e i chs b i r t;i n i s t er an a Comnand er i n Chi e f , L . 
f t waf f e .   e had no eg-

 ecutive authority.

8 . Irar i ng t h e a  .t umn o f 19 37 , a St af f f or   r my Ta c t i c s ( ite f er a t f uer

 i e er e s t ak t i k } wa.s s e t up wi t hi n t he f r a: aevror k of t he I n s pec t or a t e f or   er i a l

Re c onnai s s anc e 4nd   er i a l Ph ot ogr €  phy . Thi s 3 t af f •Aa s t hc nuc l eu s f or t he

  r my Ta c t i cal Tr s.i ni ng St a f f' ( Lehr :. t wb f u er  Ie cr e s t ala i k ) 7 8
, who s e mi s s i on s 

wer e t he f ol l awi
.ng :

a .    Zr t her anc e of f arai l i ar i t y ari t h •ar my t s.c t i II S i n t he a er i a.
l r e-

connaissance training schools arni units

b . I s su an c e of i ns t r uct i ona l gu i de l i ne s f or t r ai ni ng i n .  rmy t a c t i c s ;

publication of new devclopments a  nevr 6rmy tactical directives

f or t ne us e o f s c hoo l s a.r:a un i t s ; i n f or mi r.   i nt er e ::t ed huf t waf f e

.
tra.ining c ,nters of  rmy practices concerning troop orga.niza

tion

and employmer.
t, ctc.

9 . On 1 ll e c ems er 1937 , th e . St a f f Of f i c e (   t a.b s a l:a } vra s r e chr i s t ened t h e

hii ni s t r y Of f i c e (   i ni s t e rarnt ) 7 9
, and or g an i z ed i nt o t he f o l l owi ng br :;nch e s :

a. Bran ch 1 (Political an d  conomical DcvAlopmcnts - Four-Year  'la,n1
)

• b . 3 r a.nch 2 (Adj u t a.n t )

c . t  r anch 3 ( Secr F•t a.r i a l Iir anch (  'er s o enl i ca e s a e:-:r e t a r i e,t
} )

77 - Ta.k en f r o:  a s t ad y  vr i t t cn by Gen  :r a l I7rum, ,  e t i r cd .
7 £3 - The d i r e c t i v e f r o:n l he Rei ch s hi r :  i ni s t Er an d Com   ander i n Chi e f , Lu f t -

waf f e , t o t he Luf t waf f e Gene r al St af f ,   r anch 2 , da.t ed 18 January 1 9 38 

r e f er s t o a.n e ar l i e r di r e c Li v e , f r o  1 t l e Kei c hs di r h.i ni s t er and Com-

man der i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , t o t he Luf t •wa f f e Gen  r al St a,f f , Br anch 2 ,
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79-  

78 - (cont) No. 3250 37, Classified, dated 1 Decemb er 1937, in whieh the

®i-  y Tae t i c a l Tr ai ni ng St af f wa s a ent i on ed .
79 - Ba s ed on "Tb,e Or g ani za t i on o f t h e Ger man Luf t   af f e " (Di e Gl i eder wng d er

der deu t s chen Lu r"t Xaf f e )
, s u t h or un cnown .

!

_
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' 80
.

10 . I n eummary , t he or g ani za t i ona l s t r u ct ur e of t he ag en c i es di aeu e s ed

above during 193T is illustrated in the figures indicated below :

a . Rei cha   i r Bdi ni s t ry (Fi g ur a 5 )

lo- . Luf t  raf f e Ge ner al St a f f ( Fi gur e 5a )
.

c . I n s pea t or a t s f ar Aer i al $ e eonnai e s anc a en d 9 eri al Phot og r aghy

(Fi gur e 5b )

' d. Of f i ae of t he Luf t waf f e General , Commander i n Chi e f , Ar  

(Fi gu.r e 5c  
. .

See t i on 7
•
- The St at e 5ecr et ary f or l v i at i on and t he Chi ef of t he Luf t  raf f e

General Staff
80
 

 
1 . I n ac car danc s wi t h t he or i.g i na l or g ani za t i onal ae t - up o f t he 8 e i c h e

Ai r Ni ni s t r y , th e f or er unn er of t he Chi df of t he Gen ar a l St af f , t he Ch i e f of

t he Air Command Of f i c e , Wa a , l i ke al l o t her of f i c e c hi e f e , s ubor di nat e t o t h e

St at e Se c r e t ary i n t he l a t t er ' a capac i t y a s perman ent r epr e s ent at i v e of t he

Reicha Air Minister.

Dur i ng t h e ear l y y ear s of Luf t wa f f e dev e l opme nt , th i s c ha i n of c ommand

did not give rise to any appreciable difficulties. In full aua reness of his
•

 

o n lack of military background, the 3tate Secretary was quite erilling to ceds

t he l eadi ng r o l e i n a l l mi l i t ar y que s t i on s t o t he Chi e f o f t he Air Comrnand

Of f i c e . The t iro men , Gene r al iYev er , Gener al St af f Of f i c er and Chi e f o f t h e

  .i r Command Of f i c e , and St a t e Secr e t ar g I i,i l ch , a man o f l ong and br oa d ea-

perience in general aviation, complemented each other in the most eaemplary

f a sh i on . . .

80 - In xriting this section, the authar has referred frequently to the briaf

s t ud y o f th e lr i .
l i t ary IIi $ t ory ,

Br anah , Luf t wa f f e Gene r al St af f , "Dev e l op-

ment of the Peaoetime and Wartims Top-Level Organization 'Strueture of the

Luf t Raf f e f r om 19 34 on" (k:nt wi ck l ung de r   'r i e den a- und Kr i e g aap i t z eng l i e-

derung der I+uftWaffe seit 1934), and to "The Organization of the German

Lu f t Raf f a" (Di e Gl i e der ung de r deut s chen Luf t Waf f e )
, au t hor unlnlo rn .
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'Phi s or vani za t i onal s e t - up , hawev er s t ab l e a.nd ef f e c t i v e i t mi ght a,pp   ar

t o a.n out s i d er , wa s t o l e s.
d t o mor e and nor e s er i ou s c anf l i c t be t we en t h e St a t e

Se cr e t ax y and t he Chi e f of t he Genc r a l 5t af f a s t h e Comraander i n Chi e f , Luf t -

Waf f e , b e c ame mo r e an d mor e depend ent upon h i s Gen era l St af f Chi e f a s hi a

prineipal military advisor. gnd in vievr of Ritler's increasing political

a c t i v i t y , hi s naed f or compct en t mi l i t ar y c ou  e l gr ew mor e ur g ent t ha.n. ev er be-

fore. gs a result of these nevv tensions, the State 5ecretary gradually xith-

dreW to a position diametrically opposcd to that of thc General  taff Chief. .

2. 9t the beginning of 1937, the folloxing agencics were directly sub-

or di na,t e t o t hc Rei c h s Ai r i ii ni s t er and Command er i n Chi ef , Luf t waf f e :
•

a . Chi e f of t he Lu f t wa f f c Gen er al 5 t af f ( G ener a l l eu t na.nt Ke s s e l r i ng )

1 } 6 i r Comnml d Of £ i c e

2 ) Lu f t x af f e I ns pe c t o ra t e   ( ez c ept t he I n s pe c t or a t e f or   n t i a i r er af t

dr t i l l ery a.r 
Ci v i l .Ai r Def e ns e and t he I nspe c t or a t e f or Fl i ght

Saf e t y an d   qui pmen t )

•
3) thc air academica

• b. State SecretE.ry
for Avistion (Geaeral der Flic$er  iLch)

1 ) Gene r al   i r Of f i c e

2) Te chni ca l Of f i c d

3 } ®dmi ni s t r at i on Of f i c e

4 ) Su ppl y Of f i c c  

5 } Per s onn e l Of f i c e

6) Central Branch
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7 } I n s pe c t o rat e f c  An t i ai r cr af t Ar t i l l ery and Ci v i l Def en s e

B} I n s pe c t or at e f or F'l i gh t 5 af e t y and   qu i pmen t

By or d er o f t he Re i c h s g i r BQi n i s t er and Co  nander i n Chi e f , Luf t Waf f e , t he

Chief of the General Staff was responsible for issuing direetives dealing with

training, organization, a.n
d employment (preparad in close coordination vith

t he I n s pe c t or at e c onc er ned) t o t he v ar i ou s of f i c e s of t h e t  e i chs Ai r  rii n i s t r y

and t o t he Luf t waf f e c ommand a rea c i es i n t he f i e l d . On t h e o t he r hand , a s

per manent r e pr e s en t at i v e of t h e Re i chs Ai r iai n i s t er a,nd Com nar d er i n Ch i e f  

Luftwaff , the State Searetary had the right to interfcre in fundamental poli-

cies and, in the event of an unreconcilable differencs of opinion, to request
 

a decision from his chief.

I t wa s obv i ou s t h a t t hi s or g an i zat i ona l s e t - up , l ack i ng bot h c l ar i t y and

bal ane e , wa s bound t o pr ov i d e ampl e oppor t un i t y f or c onf l i at a.nd f r i c t i on

based on overlapping areas of authority . Nevertheless, as Generalfeldmarschall

Kesselring points out in retrospect
81

, "the system worked smoothly ae lvng aa

the State Secretary and the Chicf of th° Gencral Staff kept within th eir

f bounds . Ev en t h c St a t e Secr e t ar y   s r o l e a s pe i man ent r epr e s ent at i v e of t h e

Reichs Air  inister and Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe, was not necessarily

a di s adv ant ag e ; af t er a l l , t he t WO o f f i c e s ha d t o work t oge t he r . Ea ch of f i c e

Was raquired to keep the othcr informed of ite activity, of course, and it

Was natural thst this was done by the Chiaf of the General Staff

81 - rrom a letter to the author under ddtc of 1 October 1955•
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i n t he f orm of or al conf er ence s . The mer e f act t hat the St at e Secr et ary - or    

aa a matter of faot, the Chief of the General Staff - happened to speak up for

a n o ppo si ng v i ex po i n t dur i ng t h,e c our s e o f a c onf er en c e   ri t h t h e Command er i n

t t ter reted a a si of oor or -Ch  .e f , I,u f t waf f e , c a.a c er ai n l y no b e i n p a gn p g ani .

  sa,
tioa. It Ras not until the Statc Scoretary began to claim a completely un-

erar r ant ed v o i ae i n t tm e s t ab l i s hmen t o f oper at i onal pol i c i e s and t ook t o ez -
.

pressing his dissenting opinions in deliberately inaulting teraa that the

n
confliat bet. een us came into being.

At the very least, the circumstances desoribed by Gencral Keaae]x ing serve

to illustrate tl  xeaknaasea inhcrent in a syatem of dual ltadership. In order
 

, .
t o r emedy t }  e s e we a  ne s g e a , Gene r a l g e s s e l r i ng demanded t h .t t he Chi e f of t h s

General Staff be giPen solc responsibility for all questiona of military aos-

mand . Si nc e t he   Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , r e f u s ed t o ac oe de t o mf.o
demand  

General gesselring resigned from his position on 31 May 1937•

Gener a l l eu t nan t S t umpf f , f ormer Ch i e f o f t h e Luf t wa f f s Pe r oonne l Of f i c e , waa

' named to succeed gesselring as Chief of the General Staff.  

'   3 . On 2 Jun e 1 937 , af t er Se s s e l r i n g ' s r e ai gna t i on , t he Comma ad er i n Chi e f  

Luf t waf f e , modi f i e d t he de pu t y f un at i on o f t he St a t e Se c r e t ar y  
,

he Wa s no

longer to be conaidered the permanent representative of the Comnandar in Chief 

but was to asaume thia function in future only When the latter uae to be seray

f o r an ex t end md p er i o d o r   as pr ev ar t ed by a.n unf or e s e en emer g ency f r om c ar r y-

ing on his work
BZ

. As a result of this modification, the Chief of tha General

St af f

82 -  he study by the Military History Branch, General Staff,
(DeYelopmsnt of

. Pe ac e t i me and War t i me Top- LeYel Or gan i z at i ona l St r uc t ur e of t he Luf t vraf f e

- f r om 1 934 on ) r ef er s t o a di r e c t i v e f r om t he x e i ch s   i r D[i .ni s t er and

Coma ander i n Chi ef , L  t  raf f e , t o t he Chi e f , Lu f t wa f f e Gea e r al St af f ,
Branch 2  No. 1600 3?, Claesified, dated 2 June 1937. General Nielsen,

Bet i r ed , al s o make s ment i on of t h i s p a r t i cu l a r di r e c t i   a . I t e ez a c t t es t

i e no l onger av ai l ab l e f or r ef er enc e . ,

,
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was plaeed on the same level as the State Secretary. Heedleas to say, each

was r equi r ed t o i nf orm th e ot he r of any dec i s i ons t aken duri.n g t he c our s e of

a conf er enee wi t h t he 8ei chs   i r   Ili ni s t er and Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e.

The State Secretary and hia ataff formed an independent admiaistratiYe

entit . The Secretary Waa responeible for materiel procurement, technologieal
,
Y

dev e l opment s , admi
,n

i s t r a t f on , suppl y , and per s onn e l cna t t er a wi t hi n h i s 1 ph er e

of oommand. In accordanee  rith general instruetions received from the Heicha dir

 di ni et er and Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , he di r ect ed t he work of t he of f i oea

and ageneiea snbordinate to him, snperviaed the preparations deaignatod by

the General Ste ,ff as necess8ry to assume military preparedness on the part of

t he t r oopa and ef f ect i v e conduc t of oper at i ona on t Y  par t of eammand, and made 

certain that his subordinates were uniformly erpoaed to appropriate political

indoctrination.

The State Secretary, however, was not Willing to accept the charzge in his

, status effected by the new directive based on the C ommander in Chief's de-

c i ai on ; i n s t e ad , h e gr adu al l y s e t hi mael f up a s thc oppon ent o f t he Chi e f of

t he Gene r a l St af f e 3
. Nor t as t he Gener al St af f Ch ie f h i rns e l f ,

•

83 - In this connection, General Drichmann, 8etir ad (at that time Chief of the

Operations Branch, Luftxaffe General Staff) has the following to say:

"Thi$ modifieation (i.e, the-restric
tion in the State Secretary's status) 

how ever, was to have far-reaehing and egtremely gignificant consequencea.

Heretofore, for example, the State Seoretsry had always sho*n a personal

iaterest in the tactical and technologiaa ]. requ
irements establiahed bT

t he Gena r a l St af f and had al way s don e h i s b e s t t o ae e t hat t he y trer e

promptly and properly dealt with by the Teehnical Office. After th e

chsnge  Rhieh permitted the General Staff to deal dis ectly with the Techni.-

al Of f i e e , t h e l a ck of an i nt er e s t e d anv'   ympat he t i c medi at or of t en made

i t s e l f pai nf   .il l y f e l t . Th e Commander i n Chi e f hi ms e l f i n t er v ene d onl y

rarely, and then uithout spectacular success. ane cannot help feeling

that the State Secretary now begaa to oppose the reouests made by the

General Staff and that hia hostile attitude soon communicated itself to

t he Te eha i c a l Of f i c e . Jus t howr f ar t h i s h o s t i l i t y t o. rar da t he Gene r a l

St af f c ou 3,d g o b ec ame appar ent i n t he f a l l of 19 37 , When t h e St a t e Se-

er e t ar y ms n ag ed t o br i ng t he ch i ef a of Br anc h e s 1 , 2 , and 3 of t he Gens r al
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83 - (cont) Sta f simultaneously to the point where they resigned in protest

at hi s charg e t hat t hey no l ong er he,d an y c ont ac t   i t h t }aE t roope . "

 

 

. 

i
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Gen CZ'   ,1-
l c a t n an t   t u ra  f f , t c: r t i cu l   r l y h «p, y  rri t ±  Li  ; n ew s i t u   .t i on , ;=ril i c h -

t o b e Cf   e c t i v c- pr e su   p a   e1    s pi r i t of c cD,  Tr   t i :,n oe t ;=rLen   t a t e :;e c r e t   ,r y

a.nci Gen e1' a .l     r r, f Ctil i    f ,   nd no t t 2 ; h G  t i l e c.n t a  .un i sr:I w u c h v; :.s b e comi n  :nor e

an d :r or e a.l  p a-r cn t cn t r1  p   .r t o f t iir:' ;  t a i, e ;; e c r e t  xr y .

Tr   a t a t e   e c r e t a r ;y : r<l :  c on s t a  It l y o c e u r;i ea v,-i t a pl a n s t o r P   di n r i s

f o r uzer _ o s i t i ^n ,   r_a on 15 a      t e r.nb   r 1 ; 37 } e pr e :; r rlt ed t tl   Corr:  an d er i n Cl':i e f ,

l
+U

i t 'iJ  ;
  1 C    'l l t '1"1 c. II : e :P. 0 1 '  _.I '  QLC(;? . , LL  ; :; C ; t 1 21    . ,

21 G t h Cr t O r  - Z CJ ° 1 Or zi a i l  
. Z 3 t 1 G218 ,

1 S C t -

u p
   

. :ii s p l   x  env i s i on ed :  Ch i a f' o f' ti,i r LAf'cns e ( Ch ef a e r L   i t wers  

g4 - I n r e t r o s   e e t , t oo , Gen° r u l i 'e i c :.  a r   c ii a l l . :i l c  i , r s t i r e d , s e ems t o c on s i d e r
t h e or   r  l i z :;t i oi  r  l ch  :a    e o i ' ? J un c -l r'37 a I:.i s t    -e , s i n c e he   i v e s i t a

• n o r t i c rl o` t hv b l u.,ne i c r t h e c ol _  _  ;, c of t nc.    ,.
f t ti=r   i 'i p du r i n   ,ror l d rra r I 1

  i n h i s :  ::,'nc r _tn  :   un o   2 1 i '  , b r   c  r y 1 ; 5   , " T h e C:: i e :  Cdt . s e s t o r i.h c Co   i a p s e
e f t h '.".

GATI;1'c;.T: i l:1  t ;:" i i f 'e 1 :1  r0  ' Xd :; c  r I I "     i a Up t     ~.  e rl d e f UC:r a e rl u u S  .  i:ne r -
b r  _; c h d  .; r d     lt a c ?_c n L .r

i ' t +4- l i  ' E i :  ,'i  :  l t  ;r i     ; TI j  
, Tn •r  i s ;  '  .  IOr s .n

d um Le
c o :n:n   r  t ;, ; .s  : Gl l o vr s : " 1l u r i r    t h e s u_ra    r o =' l y j  7 , Gc a r i ?:   ' m  ci • a c :.u .:  ;e i r.
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a s "Mi n i s t er of Y a.r " and an I n s pe c t or Gen er al ( Gener a l i ns pek t eur ) t o f un c t i on

a s t he "ey   s and e ar s " o f t he Comrnan der i n Chi af , Luf t Waf f e . The I ns pec t or

Gene r a l "s hou l d and mu s t hav c t h e r i ght t o ev a l u a t e and cr i t i c i z e t o an e qua l

degr e e t iu work o f t h e Chi e f o f t h e Gener a l 3t af f , t he Chi e f o f Ai r Def en s e ,

  
s nd t he Chi e f o f t he Per aonn e l Of f̀ i c e . Ba s i c a l l y , o f c our s e , iJii l ch ' s su g-

g e s t i on wa s s i mpl y a r oundabout at t empt t o r egai n ni s r i gh t t o i n t er f er e wi t h

t h e Gene r a,l St af f Ch i e f by hav i ng hi ms e l f appoi n t ed t o th e po s t o f I n s pe c t or

Ge ner al wi t h i t s a l l - enc ompss si ng r ev i ew aut hor i t y . He f ai l ed t o t ake i n to

ac c oun t t he f a c t t hat h i s r e s pon si bi l i t y f or a pa r t of t h e op er at i on of t he

  ii n i s t r y ( i n h i a c apa c i t y a s St at e 3 e c r et ary ) wa s  ._ui t e i nc ompa t i bl e  ri t h hi a
 

c l ai m t o au t hor i t y f or i n sp e c t i ng ar  ev al u at i ng al l pha s es of i t s op er a t i on .

Nev er t be l e s s ,   ii l ch appar cnt l y h ad hi 9 wa3•, a s i s i ndi c a t e d i n t he Con-

f er enc e Repor t ('Jor t r ag s no t i z ) of Br anch 2 , Luf t wa f f e Ganer al St af f   dat ed

23 November 1937
85

.  xcerpts of this report, dealing with the planned reor-

ga.n i z at i on of t he x ei c hs   ir Nli n i s t r y , ar e qu ot e d b e l ow:

"I. State Secretaryt  

• 1. Tn accordan ce with Dir ectivc No. 1600 37, Classified, dated

2 June 1937, thc State Secretar3r was relieved of dut r as permanent re-

presentative of the Heichs  ir Minister and Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe.

Under the projected plan , th e State 3ecretary will resune nis status as

p er man ent r epr e s e nt a t i v e of t h e He i chs   i r   ii n i s t er and Com. nand er i n Chi ef ,

Luftwaffe; in other words, he

8 5  - Fr om mi cr of i l m r ol l   ( i l l egi b l e )
. The co nf e r enc e r epor t al s o pr ov i de c

v a,l uab l e hi n t s r e g ar di n g t he s t a t us of t he 5 t a t e Sec r et ary an d th c Gene r al

Staff Chief as a result of the reorganization of 2 June 1937. gs has been

pointed out, thc directive  ffecting this reorganization (No. 1600 37)

i s no l onge r av ai l ab l e f or r e f er e nc e .
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xi l l tee t he Commander i n Ohi ef , Luf t wa,f f e, f or al l prac t i cal pur pos m8.

2 . Whi .l e t h e St at e Se cr e t ary   i n a c c or danc e wi t h Di r e e t i v e l  o . 1600 

37: Classified, Paragraph B, xas responsible for 'superviaing the car} ying

out of taetical and technological requirements eatablished by the 6eneral

St af f aa n e c e s s ary t o t h e pr epar a t i ons f or and t he co ndu ct of   rax ' ! un der

t he p l armed r eor gani zat i on h e wi l l be r e li ev ed of th e r e sp ons i b i l i t i e s of

a divisional chief (Ressortchef) and placed in charge of the entire I inistry.

  . Whi l e t h e St at e Se cr e t ary , i n a c c or danee Wi t h Di r e ct i v e   Io . 16 00 

37, Classifitd, Paragraph B, xas 'authorized to inspect field units in

e onne c t i on wi t h per s onne l mat t er s , ma t e r i e l , admi ni s t r a t i on , and s upp l y ' ,
 

under the planned reorganization ha will be authorized, in his capacity

a s r e pr e s ent at i v e of t he Rei c  s Ais Mi n i s t er   t o i nsp e c t th e t r o opa i n

c onn ec t i on wi t h any an d al l a s pe c t s .

4 .   fhi l e t h e St at e Se cr e t ar y , i n a e c or danc e wi t h Dir e e t i v e No. 160 0 

37, Classified, xas assigned the 8te.
tus of 'highest-ranking general in the

Luf t x a f f e ' and r epr e s ent ed t he Rei c h s d i r Mi n i s t er and Com uand er i n Ch i e f ,

• Luf t waf f e , on o f f i c i oc c a s i ona rrhen t h e l at t er rra s abs e nt ( ae e al s o

Di r e c t i v e No . 1 9 50/ 37 , t o t he Chi e f of t he Gen cral S t a f f , Br anch 2 , da t ed

1 J u l y 19 37 )
, i n f u t ur e he  ri l l b e co n s i der e d t he h i ghe s t - r anki ng o f f i e er

i n t h e Lu f t waf f e , a.f t er t h e $ ei ch s Ai r ]di ni a t er and Commande r i n Chi e f  

Luf t wa f f e , i n an r and a l l r e epe c t s .

5 . 1 Ih i l e t h e St a t e Se cr et ary , i n a c c or dan ce wi t h Di r e ct i v e  To . 1600/

37  Classified, Paragraph B, xas in charge of an independent agency,
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under the planned reorganization he will no longcr head a,n
indepcndent ,

agency, but Nill issue all order s, instructions, dir ctivcs, an d de-

c i s i ons t :zr ough t h e Gcn er a l a t a f f of' t h e Luf t waf f e .

I I . Chi ef of t hs Gen cr al 5 t af f s

1 .  Yh i l e t he Ch i e f of t he  Gener a l St af f , i n a c c ordanc e vri t h Di r e c t i v e

No. 1b00 3?, Classified, 1'ara ;raph A, was empowered to pass on the tactical

and t achna l o   i c a 1 r e qu i r eme n t s e s t abl i s :i ed a s ne c e s s   ,r y t o t he pr epar t .t i on

for and eonduct of war to the 5ts.
te Secretary and tnc offices subordinate

to him for action, urxier the planned reorgnization th- General Staff be-

c ome s t he oper a t i ona l s t af f of t he Re i ch s Ai r   ii ni s t er an d Com uander i n

• Chi e f , Luf t waf f e ; i n ot he r wor ds , t he Gen er a l 5t a f f wi l l be r e s pons i bl e

f or pr eps,r i ng t he or der c and i ns t r uc t i on s t o bc f or    :..r ded t hr ou g z t h e

i  ei c h s i  i r Lli ni s t er ard Com   ande r i n Ch i e f , Luf t waf f e ,
( or , i n h i s ab-

sence, through the Stat- Secretary) to subordinate agencies.

2. V 'nile individual office chiefs, according to Directive ho. 1600 

37: often had authority to decide on ©atters af fundamental importance to

t ha Luf t waf f e , i n f u t ur e  on l y th e   ii n i s t - r ( o r hi s dcput y , t
.h e St at c

•

Sec et t - Tr ary) x211 be enpowered o make such decisions. he ope rational staff

Ri l l b   r e s pons i bl e f or compl e t i ng t he pr e l i mi nary s t a f f war k ne eded b ef or e

s uc h de c i s i on s c a.n be t a.k - n an d f o r pr epar i ng t :  e ne c e s s ar y or dar s an d

instructions once a decision has been mad,.

3 . 'Ahi l e t h e Ch i e f' of t h e Gen cr al a t a f f , i n ac c or dane e vri t h
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Directive No. 1600 37, last paragraph, v as to be 'kept informed only

of basic policy decieions made by the State Secretary ', under the new

sy stem h- is to be kept regularly and corapletely informed of basic de-

c i s i ons ms.d.e i n any and al l ag e nc i e s of ;,h e it ci c hs e i.r
  i ni s t ry .

4 .  Nhi l e t he Chi ei o f t he Gener c.l St a.
f f ha s her e t of or e be en gr ant ed

t he t i t l e o f ' Comma..nd i ng Gene r al , Luf t vrs.f f+e ' on l y i n c as e of war   under

  t h,e new s y at - m he wi l l b e g i v en t h i s r ank dur i ng pe a c e t i me a s we l l ( a s i a

t he c a s e wi t h t he Chi ef of' t he Ar my Gen er a l St af f ) "86

The Chief of the General Staff, Generalleutnan t Stumpff, submitted tWo

fairly long wemoranda voicing his objections to the sug estions put forward

 
by t he St a t e s ecr e t ar y . Gene r al S t umgf f ' s r ec om:nend s.t i ons gav c r epea t ed ex -

pression to his or m basic concepts of top-level militar-,  organization:

1 . The   ,,r e?.t er degr e e of  c om. nan d au t h or i t y mus t l i c wi t h t he Chi e f o f t he

Gencral  taff in his eapacity as tiu pri aas3r military advisor of the Commander

i n Chi e f , Luf t wa f f e . The po s t of a t a t e Se cr et a.ry , of c our s e ,  ra s n ec e s s ar y

8 6 - ' ti'e c an no t t e l l whe t h er t he pr o j e c t ed r   or g sn i z wt i on  wa s pu t i n t o e f f e c t

r immediat-ly after publicdtion oi the confer°nce report in 1937 or whether
'

i t r  a s i nc l u ded i n t he ov e  a.l l r eor  ;2.ni za t i   n o P t he Re i ch s   i r   li n i s t ry

which became effective on 1 February 1y38. Tn any case, Feldmar schall

L:ilch obviou sly already considered himself to be Inspect r General 'in

1g 37 ( ba s ed on Irli l c h ' s r   pl y t o qa e s t i on s a s lced by Dr . Fti char d Su chen-

  ri r t h du r i n & ear l y Se pt emb cr 1g5 5) •

- - ,

e
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during peacetime aa well as wartime in order to deal with teehnological and

admi ni s t r at i v e mat t e r s i n c onne c t i on Wi t h t h e Lnf t  raf f e and i n or der t o ad-

miniater the affairs of eommercial aviation. It was of the utmost importanoe

t ha t t he t op- l ev e l or g ani za t i ona l s t r uc t ur e be, t he aame i n p ea e e t i me and i n

wartime.

2.  1
.
1 the available troop unita, thc varioua inepectoratea, the training

acho o l s , a l l t h e per $o nne l r epl a e ament bat t a l i ons , a.nd t he ent i r e supp l y or -

gan i z at i on be l ong under t he headi ng o f "i n s t r ume nt s of coAUaand ". Th e Luf t -

xaffe did not, after all, have an unlimited source of replacement personnel at

ita comma.nd, but was only one part of the Wehrmacht as a whole.

• In Stuapff's opinion, the State Secrctary should be responsible for the

replacement f inction in the field of technolo y, i.e. for the devalopment,

proeurement, initial issue, and eontim  ing supply of materiel. Thia onght I

to be his main responsibility, and he could contribute a great deal in the

procurement of ra r materials and in th®ir subsequent proaessing. This Bhould

be the case in Rartime as Rell ae durin  peacetime.

  a f ar a s t lae r e s t o f t he or g an i s a t i ona l s t r uc t   e Ra s c onc er ned , Gene r al
 

St umpf f pu t f or   rar d t h e f ol l o  ri ng eugg e s t i on s :  

1. The conaolidation of dll agenoies concerned aith na.
teriel A  - en

t

(Tec  iaf oal Of f is e , Admi ni s t r at i on Of f i e e , Luf t waf f e Suppl y Of f i c e} under t he I

-

• pr oj ec t ed Chi ef of Ai r Def ens e . 'i

.

_

.
.

.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

  

2 . 1 h A c o .l s o l i i:  .t i or, of a l l t 'rl  Luz' -.;    ,f f e i r. ;, _)c c t or wt  ' s a n3 cr i,i  pr o-

j Pc t t d .I : :, >>c c t or u  .:nr: r a l .

; .  r -'i  '    S a Z ' ;"I2' [1F11 t Of
,  .

  1 :;1<;: t t ? T'   CO!1C °  I ' :11 n ;;  _   r :: 0 11': °   r wCI `:l ' Z'i7ii ^ a t t ifl t h C

P   r s on n P l    f f i c e . '

G  n c r ,  l   t i: :e t  f ' ;  e n t o n t o y}   i n t ou t t  "   _t t h      t   .;;   a e c r   t wr f , .ws t i   

    r m:  .n e n t r e    r e ; ^n t   t i v c o   t t>_; n e i   ._
}   • :i n i   t   r :̀,!!

C :nl e   n Ch i Lc n :   ,  -;. o .l   id r " - ,

L)_i
i ' t ;r r  i : c ,

  7
c o u l c rl^ n d l

•y
b e    i s o v m S11 1o r d

.
i ll : _

t r  c .
t t   i:.  ;  ;-:;;    i f1  i n ?-:i S c a -

n   ,c
; t f   s C:  i -  _̀

' o s'
_-  i   ' J  : f    r. :•e .   "wc  . : :: i t a :.

t i a n ; -ou l ci i n e v i t   b l y r ° s u l t i : !

c:. C't1 : Ct 1 C ,i l'_1 2 t l l1,_,
Uf   .:,   U11:; 1 J i 1 1 t l ° S .

    0_1•1 9 r  ?   J t i;llii` : 
I f 'ri' c, 3 : ) <;r t i c  . 

l
   .

r l ;y     2•1_ti i 'J l i f'.,
t U i1P. 1%F: t  1e  i ^ Cl1 ri 1 C r3.

1   J   f 1 C  

•
    l   .

c e 1 u tl  ;i c  i ' t h _  GC :_.:;?  '•.T] (  0  
.
' I  :i  :' a _

  1 C " a i   t 't1E:   i : l l  ' f • C f s   r   I ° f A11  ?  '  11?   '
  l, i l W 3 S

'..' : i Y l : i l :': .' : E L7 u . 'o
_„ C {a : t i '   i  

.
C   F' ' '.  .

'i " 7 I i "" ' 1 !  L: °.  '
_ ;-i .

 , 1 ::.
t F' 1 F' 1

_:TI:i  ! r .  • ,- : ' ' ar 1   r =wr :a:  l:i :   t   ;a t t e

Crl t i•Ip  , `.a    r r  • .n d , :, :   l c d un o o bj ec t i o:i :; wa   t s o nv   r t o     al  t i ti ; t : N C  'i   i of

t / l '.
' '
.

1   C i l : '
_

1 C   1 1
U i ' 1

. .
  '

. ! 
I   CL   L, Cl   ^  J O  

•
i    

. ..
1 O

_ c _
'
.
1 i

. ! ? L   • 1• 
 , , ` o y i

  •: n  ,:  , . n u m b c: r a f
_ c r ;, o n     

p I ' 1 V 1 1
. E ` !' S

 
C _i C   '' ; i i t i "• z ' 1 ,'_

  i   O f ' G
. 1 r . . C t ;

.:.
C C e S S   C t  "1: ,̀ i i 'r .

1 C   i S t i 1 2' .  :1 1: 1 :i t !' _ :  .t
l Cl

 v 0 !iila u.t l     :  r i ri    
.
I

•_:
i  

,
f '_  l t  i i  J.
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rrou l d t end t o i dcn t i f y t h ems e l v e s mor e arjd mor e c l os e l y wi t h t ht Gene r a l 5 t af f

and would have less and less contact wi.
th the troops for whom they osteneibly

existed
dS

.

The su  estions submitted by the State Secretary were obPiously aimed at

creating a,n a ency empowered to evaluate and criticize, in opposition to the

Gencral Staff, thc Work being done by the various inspectorates. General

Stumpff was not in favor of the State 5ecretary 's proposals and offered an

alternate suggestiun of his own. He proposed the followings

1. Complete freedom for the ins,
 ectors  "They can criticize as much as

they want to")

•

2. Restriction of the ost of Tns ector General to that of an inde endentP P P

i n s pec t or fo r a l l Lu f t waf f e mat t er s . He woul d not be an admi ni s t r at i v e

ent i t y hav i ng s uper v i s i on ov er al l t he i ns p ec t or at e s , bu t  roul d mcr e-

l y b e t he t op- r anki ng i n s pe c t or , wi t h no euper vi   r y fu n c t i on s .

3. ".At
the same time", according to Stumpff, "tYu inspector s would be

in a position to make a valuable contribution as a result of their work

  with tlx oparational staffs assigned to them. Since these staffs would

be directly subordinate to the Gcneral Staff - if m,y suggestion is

followed -, the front-line e rperience of the inspectors could be

immediatcly evaluated anci passed on to the General Staff."

88 - Quo t ed f r om a l e t t er f ro m t lu Ch i e f o f t he Zu f t waf f e Gener al at a f f , No .
23/37, Classified, Brr .nch 2, dated 6 December 193?, addressed to General-

ob er s t Goe r i ng .
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At t he s arne t i me , t h e Gen er al St af f Chi ef wa s ag ai ns t t he t ot a l i no or por at i oa

of t h e i ns p ec t or a t e e t af f a wi t hout t h e i r i n s pec t or s i nt o t h e Gene r al St af f i t ae l f .

He felt that this Would repreaent "an undesirable increase in the size of the

General Staff, an increase which would inevitably bring With it th e necessity of

inareased administrative detail and the concommitant danger that the General

St a f f mi ght b e r educ ed t o a s l ow and ponde r ou a admi ni s t r at i v e body ".

The organization of the achoola and pereonnel replacement battalions waa

anv t her c au s e f or di e s en s i on
89

, .
Th e St a t e Se cr e t ar y r e c ommend ed t ha t t h e

I n s p ec t or at e a f or Fl i ght Schoo l s ( s ubor di na t e t o t he Chi e f of t he Gene r a l St af f  

and the d centralized flight school and battalion headquarters (subordinate to

•
t h e Ai r Ar e a Comcnand s i n   h i ch t b.ey we r e l oc at ad ) be   epl ac ed by a c en t r a l Fl i ght

School and Replacement   attalion Command (Kommando der Schulan und Eraatzab-

tailungen), aa had been the case prior to 1 April 193 . The Chief of the=General

Staff, in tw rn, substantiated his objectiona by listing all the weaknesaes which

had led to the abolishment of a aentralized command in the first place. Se

po i nt ed ou t t h a t s uc h a s t ep wou l d
.
b e a s t ep ba ckWar d s ; i n a.ddi t i on , t h ar e

  were simply not enough qualified personnel available to fill a cammaad staff

of t?  necessary size. The Stata Secretary, who apparently visualized himself

as the commander of a sort of top-level

89 - Tak en f r   m t h e l e t t e r of 6 De c cmb e r 1y 37 f r orn t he Chi e f of t h e Gener a l

Staff to Generaloberst Goering.
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.
'home- f r ont he adquar t er s ( a s , i ndc ed , he had b e en i n co mraand of th a f or mer

eentralized rli ht 5chool Comma.n
d , refused to back down and pointed out that  

"t her e cou l d be no di s t i nc t i on bet x e en home f r ont and oper at i ona l ar e a f or t ne

Luf t waf f e i n c a s e of war . " ]  i l ch co nt i nu ed , "we mu s t f r e e our s e l v e s of t he

c onc ept s v a l i d f or th e Sr my ; t hey do no t app l y t o t he Lu f t  rdf f e . Th e oper a-

t i onal ar c a of t hc Ger inan Lu f t waf f e i s al l o f Ger many . An.
d t h er e c an be no

f or e i gn body i n s i de t h e op er a t i onal ar e a of a c ocm  andi ng g ener a l ; t hi s i s

a s un t h i n'  ab l e a s i f , f or ex a.mpl e , t t  er e s iiou l d be a r ep l ac eu en t u.n
i t s t at i oned

i ns i d e t he oper a t i ona l ar ea of an Ar my c om.; and er but under t he comr  an d of a

home-front headqua.r
ters."

90

•

In addition the Genrral Staff Chief raised ob 'ections to the conte n latedJ P

chan g e- ov cr f r om t he I ris pe c t or at e f or h edi cal Af f a i r s t o r  .  "o f f i c e o f t h e

Chi e f o f   ic di ca l Af f a i r s , Luf t waf f e ". ki s obj - c t i on  ra s b a s ed on t he   r ounds

that, since there  as no co -na.n
d functian involved, the change'in title was

unws.rran
ted

9l
,

.
As c onc er ns t he s t 3t u s of t he Ge n  a l   t a f f , Genar a l St umpf i ha d t he

_ f ol l owi n6 t o s ay t ,
"'.Ph e t er m ' oper at i ona l s t af f of th e it e i c h s Ai r Aii n i s t er and

Com nander i n Clii ef , Luf t W  ,
f f e ' i s n ot t o b e i ra e r p r c t cd t o mean t hat

90 - As a mattcr of fact, the ori inal system of decentralized Flight 5chool

  Comm  l ds un der t n e j ur i s di c t i on o f t he i r l oc a l d i r ar ca Com:aand s wa s

retaincd.
91 - The r e or g an i z a t i on of 1 Febr ua ry 1g 3E  di d chang e t he t i t l e f r om I ns pe c t or

f or i :ed i c a l bf f a i r s t o Ch i e f of i:ledi c al Af f ai r s , Luf t waf f e ; t he neW 6 hi ef ,
howev er , l i k e t h e f or mer i ns pe c t or , r emai ned d i r e c t l y r e s pons i b l e t o t h e

Chi e f of t he Gene ra l 5 t a.f f .
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,.

t he Chi ef of t hc Gener e,l St af f f a t he auper vi eor of t he Chi e f of l i r Def en.ae .

or t he Chi ef of t he Per sonnel Cf f i ce , but ai mpl y t hat he i s   e aponai bl e f a r

putting the ordera and iaatructioaa of the 8eicha Air Yiniater and Co  ander

i n Chi ef , Luf t waf f e , ( or hi a dep  t y ) i nt o of f i c i al f or  and di aaemi nat i ag

them at hia order."

The Chi ef of t he Gen eral St af f Waul d ncver i nt erf er e Wi t h t he eror k of

t h e Chi ef of l i.r Def enae or t he Chi ef of th e Per aonnel Of f i oe . "8'ePer t hel e as ,

i t i a c l ear l y hi +  pr i vi l ege and i ndeed hi a dut y t o aaaur e hi s ael f , i a peaae- 

tiae aa well as during erartime, that the ordera and inatructiona of the 8eiohs

Di r  l i.ni s t er ar d Commander i n Chi s f , Luf t ®af f e , conc erni ng mat er i s l and

`
per aonnel pr epar at i ons ar e deal t Ri t h pr oper l y . l  o cornmand agea ey ma,y

ba
.

psrmitted to become an end in itself; all must aooperate in attaining th e
.

common go a l of war t i me pr epar edne a o. Th e mor e i mmi n ent th e dai tg er of erar

a  e ar a , t h e mor e ur g ent b e aome a th e ne ed f or f i rmne s s and pnr po aef u l ne s s ia 

eommand; under auoh oircnmata,ncea tbe military organization can no longer

d   o f i t a c ommand en c i e t o a no t hi ngaf f or d t a t al er at e de ad  roo i n any aS     Y
.

of ction among thcm." 

q..
Heferring to his former statua, i.e. parallel to the ctatua of the

State Secretary, the General Staff Chief observed in hia letter of 6 Deoeabsr

f L ftwaffe that "thia aralleliam had roYed193'̀  t o t he Co  aaader i n Cbi e , u , p P

c ncluaivel dur' the last siY months that ito y ing

e

. .

. .

.
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wa s de t r i me nt a l t o t he s  noo t h and e f f ec t i v e dev e l opmen t o f t h e Luf t wa f f e .

Instead of a single, uniform command agency, there were two, and the in-

evitable result was an unhcalthy dudlism in ordera r nd instructions."

It was Stumpff'a opinion that this dualism within the Reichs bir 1 inistry

must bc removed at all costa.

As we have seen, General Kesselring's de©and that the General Staff

Chi ef be r e cogn i z ed a s t he aol e r epr e s ent at i v e of t he Command er i n Chi e f  

Lu f t Raf f e , a s f ar a s a l l i  i ni s t ry o f f i c e s and a 1 1 f i e l d headquar t er s wer e

c one er n ed had bee n r ef u s ed . Gener a l St umpf f , i n an a t t empt t o r e s to r e

aome me a sur e of un i t y t o t he co mmand: f unc t i on , t r i e d an o t he r appr o ach . He

_ wrote as follows: "I have volun taril bowed to the authorit of the Statey Y

Sec r e t ar y a s pe rman ent r epr e s e nt at i v e of t h .  Sei chs   i r Dai n i $ t er and Command er

i n Chi e f , Lu f t  ra f f e , i n or der t o a s s   e t hat t h   e s hou l d be onl y one ag ency

i n t he Rei ch s A.i r Mi ni s t r y i s su i ng c onnmand s . " St umpf f cont i nu ed   obs er v i ng

that he found it "only right and proper that the rest of the  +Iini,try agencies

ahould fo11oR suit and ta.ke their places in the over-all orga.n
izational

  s t ru c t ur e i n ae c or ds.nc e wi t h my eg ampl e " ( i . e . f u l l a c c ept anc e of t he aut hor i t y

o f t he St a t e Se cr e t ary a s pernaanent r epr e s e nt s t i v e of t he Commander i n Chi e f ,

Lu f t waf f e .
 

.

I n r e t   n f or hi s Wi l l i ngne s s t o r enounc e a l l c l ai m t o an i ndependent

r o l e f or t h e Gene ra l 5 t af f , St umpf f made i t a c ondi t i on t h a t t he Gens r a l

Sta.
ff be recognized as that agency entruyted with the formuletion ar  issuance

of t he order s of t he Rei chw   i r   ii ni g t er an d Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e .
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Section 8 - SummM.ry of Developments during 1937.

1 . The f o l l owi ng c om,ua.nd ag enc i e s and headqu ar t er s wer e s e t up:

a . Ai r Ar e a Com:na.nd VI I

b. Senior Pilot Commander, ir krca Command YII

c . Scni or   n t i ai r cr af t 8 r t i 11 - r y Coui;nan de r , Ai r dr e a Comraand VI I

Fi gur e 5d pr e s ent s a gr aphi c s umrna.ry o f t he or gan i za t i onal c orn. nan d s t r uc t ur e

of the Luftwaffe during 1937•

After the central Flight School Command was abolished, thC pilot training

schools and th e personnel replacement battalions  Aere assigned to the Flight

School and Replacement Battalion Comr ands, which in turn were subordinate to

  t h e Ai r Ar e a Commar d s i n whi ch t hey W  r e l o cat ed .

The training unite wcre placed under the comr and of the Senior Commander

of Luf t waf f e Tr ai n i ng Tr oops {ii oeher er Kommandeur der Luf t waf f en l ehr t r uppen )
.

2. Luftwaffe strength during 1937 was as follows:

' a. 6 close-range reconnaissance group staffa (as of 1 July 1937
92)

b. 17 clase-rs.nge reconnaissance squadrons

c . 6 l ong - r ang e r e c onnai s s anc e b7r oup s t af f s
 

d. 15 long-range reconnaissance s: uadrons

e. 1 reconnaissance training group staff with Z squadrons

f . 3 s i ng l a- en,  i ne f i g ht cr  ri ng s t af f s ( a s of 15 Mar ch 1y 379 3 )

92 - Information pertaining to the reconnaissarlce forces is based on a atudy

by Gen er al Dr uca, i  - t i r cd .
93 - Based on a study by General Grabmann, itetired, "Development of the 5ingle-

  ngi n e and Twi n-   ng i n e r'i gh t e r For ce s " (  r nt wi ck l ung der J a gd- un d Ger -

stoererwaffe , 15 December 1555.
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g. 15 single-en ;ine fighter groups

h . 10 bomb er wi ng s t af f s ( a s of 3    ay 1 9 37
94  

i. 30 bomber groups

j . 9 di v e- bor  be r wi ng s t af f s

k. 9 dive-bombrr groups

1 . 4 c o a s t al pa t r o l gro up s t af f a
9 5

m. 10 coastal patrol squadrone

n. 1 carrier-based squadron .

o. 1 csr rier-based. s
ingle-engine fighter cquadren

p. 1 carrier-based dive-bomber squadron .

- iment staffs as of 1 October 1 3?
96

q. 11 antiaircraft artillery reg ( 9  

r. 34 heavy antiaircraft artillery battaliona

s. 14 antiaircrs.ft artillery cadre batteries

t . 17 i i gh t a.n t i a i r cr s.
f t ar t i l l ery bat t a l i on s

u . 1 a.nt i ai r cr a f t ar t i l l er y s e ar ch l i g ht ba t t s.l i on

v.
(antiaircraft artillery training battalions 

  3 . I?ur i ng 1 9 37 , f or t he f i r s t t i me , th e Luf t waf f e t ook par t i n a l ar g e-

saale all-Wehrmacht mancuver lasting from 20 through 26 Septamber 193?
97

.

94 - Based on a distribution schedule datcd 3 Liay 1937.

95 -  %s t i   ,  .t ed s t r eng t h .
9b - Ba s ed on i nf or mat i on f ur ni sh ed by Gene r al v on   ct he l m, Re t i r ed .

97 - Ba s ed on Germ :.r.   v i a t i on - Vol urae f or 1 9 38 •
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Seetion 9 - Survey of Events during 1938.

1 . On 4 Febrva r y 19 38 , af t er di s mi s s i ng t h e f ormer Re i ch a l  i ni a t er o f

War a.n
d Commander in Chief, ' ehrmacht, Generalfeldmarschall von Blomberg,  iitler

hi ms e l f t ook df r ec t c omcnand ov e r t be en t i r e Ger man Wehr ma cht 9 8
. 1 Wehr mach t

High Command (4berkomrnando der Wehrmacht) was created, in which the Luftwaffe

Wa s r epr e s ent ed by a gr oup i n t he Wehr macht  Oper a t i ons St af f (1Vehr ma cht f u ehr--

ungsatab).

2. On 5 February 1938 Gencra.lobsrat
Goering, Commander in Chief of the

Luf t waf f e , wa s g i v en t he r ank of Gener a l f e l dmar s cha l l .  

• 9 8 - Ae c or di rag t o Ger man gv i a t i on - q o l ume
„

f or 19 3g , Hi t l er i s sued t he f o l -
lowing order upon assuming commands From this point on I assume direct

peraonal cornmand over the entire German  Yehrma,c
ht, The Wehrmacht Office,

Re i ch s  ria.ni s t r y of Wax ,
(We nc na c ht s amt , Re i ch s kr i e g emi n i s t er i um) i a h er e-

by christeaed the Wehrmacht fligh Command and will henceforth be directly

responsible to me as my military staff. The former Chief of the Wehrmacht

Of f i c e i s he r ewi t h appoi nt ed Ch i e f o f t he Wehrma ch t Hi gh Comman d. Hi s r ank

  wf l l be a qual t o t hat of a Rei ch s   .i ni s t er . Thr, aietu  macht Hi gh Command

wi l l e.s s ume t he r e s pons i bi l i t i e s her e t of or e ent r us t ed t o the Hei c hs   li ni s -
t ry of War ; and t he Chi c f of t he Wehrma cht Hi gh Command , by my or der , wi .l l

a s s ume t lx pr i v i l eg e s a.nd r e gpon s i bi l i t i e s f or mer l  r ae c or ded t h e Rei ch s

• B Ii ni s t er of War . The   fehrnaach t Hi gh Corumand wi l l , at my order , under t ake

in peacetime whatever steps may be necessary to assu
 
e effective defense

of t he Re i c h . " •
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3. On 12   ar ch 1938, &u st r i a was rnnexed t o the Rei c h an d on 16   lar ch

t he Aust r i an ai r f orc e s v er e of f i c i al l y i nc or porat ed i nt o t he G  r  nan Luf t waf f e .

4.  hhe contempluted reorgan ization of' tnc Luftwaffe was carried out and

made i t s e l f f e l t n ot on l y i n ts e Re i chs b,i r L:
.i n i s t r y but al s o i n al l c orr  and

ag en c i e s of t he Luf t tivaf f e .

Sec t i on 16 - The x eo r g ani za t i on of t he i  - i ch 3 x i r   :i n  t r y i n 19 38 •

1 . On 18 J an u  .r y 19 3n , t he Re i c hs 9 i r   i n i ;  t r y wa s i n f or med of a r e-

organ ization of its peacetime structure  .nd of certain cha.ngea to be made in

it$ cha,in of command
99

. bccording to tha new directive, which was to become

ef f e c t i v e on 1 Apr i l 1 938 , t he He i c hs Air nii n i s t r y wa s t o con s i s t of t he

_ f 11 ' s0 owing

a . t he Rei ch s Ai r t li n i s t e r and Comraander i n Ch1 Cf , Zuf t waf f e , wi t h

t he a t r  t e   ec r e t ary f or Av i a t i on an d t h e Ch i e f o f t he Luf t •xa.f f e

Gene r al   t af f , t og e t hc r •,vi t =z t h c Gcnc r al 5 t a f f

b , t he   Ii n i et r y Of f i c e

c . t he Chi e f of Air De f en s e

1 ) Gener a l   i r Of f i c e•

2 )   l dmi n i s t r a t i o n Of f i c r
,

3 ) Lu f t wnf f e 8u p p l y Uf f i c e

9 9 - Di r e c t i v e i s s u ed by t r  z ite i ch s  ii r L i n i s t er   .nd Conman der i n Chi e f , Lu f t -

waf f e , t o t he Ch i e f of t h L Gcne r al a t af f , Br d.nch 2 , No . 20 0  38 , Cl a s s i f i e d

da t ed 18 J anu  ry 19 38 ; i  i cr of i l m r o 11 i 1
  5 .  
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d , t he I n s pec t or Gene r a l , Lu f t  raf f e , wi t h a l l th e i n sp ec t or at e s under

hi s euper v i s i on

e. the Technical Office

f . t he Luf t wa f f e Pe r ao
n

,
e l Of f i c e

g , t he Cent r a l Br anch

h. the Luftwaffe General, Commander in Chief, Army.

Figure 6 prasenta a graphic survey of th e organizational structura of the Beichs

l i r I fii ni s t r y i n 1 938 . - .

2 . Th e dut i e s of t he Re i chs Ai r L i ni s t er and Command er i n Chi e f , Luf t -

wa f f e , wer e a s f o l l ows s
•

a . The 8 e i chs Ai r  bi ni s t er and Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , rra s

i n oo mmand of t he 8 e i ch s Ai r   li n i s t ry a nd of t h e Luf t waf f e .

b . The St a t e Se c r et ary was appoi nt ed t he r epr e s ent a t i v e of t he t  ei cha

Jli r Ddi .n i r t er and Comrnand e r i n Chi e f , Luf t wa f f e . He wa s aut hor i z ed

t o s i gn of f i e i al do aument a "f or " t he x e i ch s Ai r Mi ni s t er aa d Com-

mander i n Chi e f , Zu f t waf f e . He and hi s at a f f be Yong ed of f i e i al l y

• t o t he of f i c e of t he Rei chs Ai r iYii n i s t er a.nd Comtnander i n Chi ef ,

Luftwaffe.

e . Tla e Chi e f of t he Gener a l St af f  ra s t he f i r s t and f or emo s t a.d  i s or

t o t he 8 e i ch s   i r Mi n i s t e r ar d Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , i n

al l ma t t e r s per t ai n i ng t o mi l i t ar  r pr eps.r edn a s s , oper at i on s ,

o r gan i za t i on , and t r a i n i ng . The Luf t waf f e Gen vr a l St af f vrs a t o

s er v e a s t he oper a t i onal s t af f of the Rei ch s Ai r ldi ni $ t er and

Comrnander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e .  

d . The of f i c e of Bei ch a Ai r bii.n i s t er a nd the of f i c e of t he Comman der

in Chief, Luftwaffe, were desigpated officially aa one and the

same.  
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1 ) Chi e f of t he   i n i s t ry Of f i o®

2 ) Chi e f of t he Ce nt r a l Br s nch

3) Chi ef of t he Luf t   af f ® Gener al St af f

4 ) Chi ef of Ai r Def enae

5  Chi e f of t ha Te chn i ca l Of f i c e

6 ) Chief of t he Luf t Raf f e Per sonnel Of f i oe

7) Insp®otor General, Luftwaffe

8 } Coammandi ng Gener al and Comn ande r of an Air Ar e a

9  Senior Com®ander of the Luftwaffe Training Troopa

10) Commander of t he Net i onal Soc i al i s t Ai r Corps (Hat i onal so$i al i et i sches
•

Fl i eger   prps )

11)   'r es i dent of t he 8e i chs Air Def ense l s soc ia t ion (Ee ichel uf t echut abund)

12 ) Leader of t he Luf t  raf f e Aes oc iat i on ( Luf t naf f enb  d)

3. The dutisa of the Chief of the General Staff were as followe:

s . The Luf t waf f e Gener a l St a,f f and i t a Chi e f f ormed t he oper at i ona l

s t af f of t he fl e i c hs   i r Yi n i s t er and Commander in Chi e f , Iruf t   af f e .

_ The Chi e f of t he Ge ner al St af f wa s t he f i r s t and f or eatos t edv i s or

of t he $e i c hs Ai r Mi n i sit er a nd Co  ander i n Chi e f , Luf t  raf f o , in al l

ms t t er s per t a i n i iog  t o pr epar at i ona f or a i r a i r war f ar e .

Ne h  t be r ank of a Com tarld ing General , Luf t waf f e , and *as

dire ct l 3r re apons ibl e t o t he Re i chs g ir Mini at er and Commander in

Chief , Luf t waf f e .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

105

b. In accordance with instructions received from the Reichs lir  iinister

and Command er i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , t he Chi e f of t he Gen er a l St a f f

formulated and iasu ed orders a.n
d instructions pertaining to the

egpan s i on of t he Luf t waf f e and i t a pr epax at i on e f or war . He

was authorized to sign such orders and instruction "by order of"

t h e Rei ch s Ai r   l  .i.ni s t rx and Comnander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e . The

General Staff Chief had no direct command authority over the troope.

o. The Chief of the Luftwaffe General Staff was the supervieor of the

• Gener al St af f , t he co mmandi ng of f i c er of al l t he memb er s of t he

General Staff   .  assigned to positionc in the field, and of

_  ,
.

a l l of f i d
 er s t empor ar i l y de t a ched t o t hc Gene r a l St af f f or t r ai ni ng
 
.

p ar po s c s . The Chi e f of t ha Gencr a l St af f pr e s ent ed hi s r e c o nmen-

datione regarding the sel
ection, apQointment, a.nd utilization of

s uch per so nn e l t o t he x ei eh s Ai r   fi n i s t er s,nd Command er i n Ghi ef  

Lu f t wa f f e . He wa a r e sp ons i bl   f or t he f ur t h er t r a i ni ng of t he s e

men wi t hi n t he f r amcWOrk of war gs.me s , ma.neuv er s , e t c . Hi:a au-

` t hor i t y ov er t lor. of f i c e r s a s s i gn ed t o po s i t i ons amon g t he t r o op s

hsd no influence, of cour se, upon their statue in connection Rith

their own immediate auperiors. '

The Chief  f the General Staff was to be consulted in con-

neetion with appointments to important command positions within

t he Luf t waf f e .

• d. The Chief of the Genpral 3taff had the right to participate in all

pol i cy c onf er ence a he l d by t he Rei chs Ai r iy[i n i s t er and Command er

i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , or by t he St at c Se cr et ar y f or l v i at i on , a s

the latter's representative.
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The Chief of the Gcneral Staff Was to be kept continu$lly

and fully informed of all fundamental policies, particularly in

connection With military preparednesa and armament, deeided upoa  

by th o ac a,g en c i e s o f t he Rci eh a Ai r 1  i n i s t ry  rh i c h wer e di r e c t l y

s ubor di nat e t o t h e Rei ch a Ai r ldi n i a t er and Commandei• i n Chi e f , Luf t -

waf f e  
( Chi ef o f Ai r De f ena e , Ch i e f of t hc Te chn i c al Of f i c e , Chi e f

of t he Luf t wa f f e Per s onndl Of f i c e , t he Tn s pe c t or Gener al , Luf t -

Waf f e }
.

I n t he ev ent t h at hi a r e c ommenda t i on s ar e di s appr ov ed , t h e

Gene r al St af f Ch i e f   ra s au t hor i ze d t o r e que at a f i nal de c i s i on f ro®
. , . w   _

+
t h e x e i ch s Ai r Mi ni s t er s nd Commander i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e , or f r om

t he St at e Se cr et ary f or w i a t i on a s h i s per manent d eput  r.

e . The Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e Gene r a l 3 t af f wa s aut hor i zed t o i n sp e,a
t

t he ope r a t i ons of any and a l l Luf t Waf f e uni t s .

f . The f ol l ox i ng ag enc i e a wer e di r ac t l y subor di n at e t o  th e Chi e f of

the Genaral Staffs

• 1) thc 1uftWaffe General Staff
 

2} t hc Chi e f of t he huf t wa f f e Si g nal Communi c a t i on s For c e s
,

j } t h e Chi ef o f l  ecli c a l g f f a i r s ( f or mer l y t h e I n spe c t or a,t e f or Me-

dical Affairs) "

4 } ou t s i de t he Hei chs k i r 1 Qi n i s t r y s

a) the Air W r Academy, including its "Teehnieal Department"

•
tTe chni s c her Tai l der Luf t kr i eg s akademi e )

, f or me r l y t he _

Ai r Te chn i c a.l Ac ademy
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b } t he   dvanced Luf t  raf f e School a

4 . The Iuf twaf f e Gener al St af f was made up of t he f ol l owi ng s

e . Chi  ef Gr oup

b. Operationa Sta f

1) Branoh 1 (Operati.ona
)

2}   canah 5 (For e i gn l i r For cea )

3) Topograpk  Group

o. Quartermastor General

1 ) Group I (   ipply Orgea.i zat i on ead Pl snni ng )

2 } Group I I (Armament Se qu ir ement e ) ( 1 Jul,y 1938 }

'
d. Organization Staff

1) Branch 2 (Orgauization)

2 ) Bre,nah 4 (Per sonne l St r eng t h and Equi p®ent Aut hor i zat i on )

®. Training Sta f (1 October 1938)

1 ) Br e  ch 3 (Tr a i n ir g }

2) Brenah 6 (Military History) (1 Oatober 1938 

3) Air Landi rag and Par achut e For ce a ( Iuf t l aade- und Fal l achirnt ruppe )
 

1 June 1938
1   )

100 - Based on inf orma.t i on prov ided by Gener al Bas aenge , 8e t i r ed (f ormer Chi ef o 

t he Air Le nding and Paraohut e Foroes Br anoh) , sad. on a di at r ibut i on eahedul e
dated 1 December 193s.
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4) Chi ef of t he Tr s i ai ng St af f  Aho was ai   tul t aneou s l y Chf ef of

Branah 3). -

F'i gur e 6a provi des a gr aphi c pr es ent at i on of t he ar gani zat i on of t he Lt  f t Waf f s

. , , .
' General Staff in 1938:  

, .  
  5. Effective 1 danuary 1938, the Operations Branch aasigned targst identi-

f i cat i on ( f ormer l y i t s Group I I ) t o Br anch 5 (For e i gn Ai r For ,ae s ) , whi ch l ef t

8r anch 1 ( Oper at i one ) Ai t h onl y th e f ol l o ri ng :

a, Group I (Operatfona)

b. Gro p TII (i'actiaal and Technolog3cal $equirementa) . r• •
a. To replace the old Group II, a new one was areated to deal with

the evaluation of taatieal erperienee
101

  Its minsion waa the

evalu.a
tion of experience in the field of tacties gathered by th e

v ar i ou s i nnpe ot or at es , wh i ch we r e no  r under t he command of t h e

I n apeo t or Gs n er al , Lu:f t waf Ye .

Fi gu r e 6b pr ov i d e a a gr aph i o au uaary of t he or g an i z at i onal s t r uot ur e of Br aa ah I

dur i n,g 1 9 38 .
    

.

6. Pffeotive 1 January 1938, Branch 5 (Foreign Air Forcea) added th e

fallowi.ng missians to thoee it already had
102

=

a . Ev a l u at i on o f f or e i gn ar maieent pot en t i e,l.

b. Ertal uat i on of t he degre e of vul nerabi l i t y t o ai r at t ack of f or ei gn

nationo

o. h raluation of foreign armawe  activity in comparieen to the stege

a t t ai n ed by Ger ma  ,y , _

101 • The aatusl date on  rhich this new Group II was established ic open to

qu.e s t i on. I t appear s f or t h e f i r et t i.me i n an of f i ci al di s t r i but i on

achedule dated 1 pecember 1938.' Genr ral SchmiB, 8etired, and   iral

  +oe as el , x et i r ed, bot h oY whon   er e s.aei gned t o t ha Lnf t waf f e Oper at i ons
3taff, confirm the existene• of the new Group.

102 - Bas ed on i nf ormat i on f ur ni she d by Gdner al Schmi d, 8 et i r ed, (f o  er Chi af '

of Branah 5).
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d. Distribution af assignmerrt s and evaluation of reaults achieved in

the following activiticss

1 ) aer i al pho t o  r aph
,y

2) counter-intelligenca

3) attachL activities

4) press and propa landa

5) radio monitoring servic-s

6) prisoner interrogation (during wartime)

e. Tar get identification

, f, added dutiea in case of mobilization :

1) supervision of the aircraft reporting s-rvice

2  evaluation of the air situation

3) sup   rv i s i on o f c i v i l ai r def ens e ac t i v i t y .

g. Branch 5 was composcd of the following:

1) Group I (collation an d compilation of material; airaraft reporting

service and evaluation of tbe air situation during wartime)

_
2) Gr o-:  p I I   t h e 'iYe at : Roman c e c oun t r i e s )

3) Group IiI (the   Nest:  nglo-Saxon countrita and South America)

4) Group IV (the East: Slavic countriee)

5) Group V (aerial photography)

Target identificr:.
tion activity was broken down according to the countries

involved and assigned to Group II, III, or IV , as appropriate.

Figure 6c provides a graphic summary of the organization of Bran ch 5 during 193 •
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  7. On 1 Oatober 1938, Bra.nch
6 (b ilitary Hiatory) came into being, or-

genized from tYu former Military Hietory Braneh  Luftwaffe  originally out-

ai de t he x ei chs   .i r   ti ni at ry
103

, Br aneh 6 consi at ed of the f ol l owin g:

a . Gr oup I (E  ra l.ua t i on and i nt erpr e t a t i on  

b. Group II (central group)

c . Mi l i t ary Hi s t or y x e s ear ch Csr oup (Kr i e g s ge s ch i cht l i che For s ehung ŝ -

gr uppe )
, ou t s i de t he 3di.ni s t ry •

d. Air Archives (Luftarehiv), outside the  Qinistry

Fi gia.r e 6d pr ov i des a gr aph i o summar y o f t he or gani z at i ona l s t r u et ur e o f Br anch 6
 

duri 1 8.  93

8. The Air Landing and Paraohute Forces Branch waa eraated on 1 Ju.ne

1y38
104

. Its misaions Were as follows:

a . Ac t i v a,t i on of a.
i r l and i ng and par a chu t e f or e e s f or bot h t h e 6 rmy

and the I,uftwaffe  including preparation of peruonnel atrength and

equipment authorization tablea, employment guidelines, training

• directives, etc.
 

b. Supervi$ion of the psrachute training coursea held at the Parschute

School in Stendal

, c. Publication of guidalines f  the development of paratrooper equip-

ment (includi ng apeeialized  reapon types)

d. Tr ai.ni ng of el emen t s of t he Arm p ' a 22d Di vi s i on as ai r

10 3 - Ba s e d on "Es t ab li s hment and Dev e l opment of t he Luf t waf f e  di l i t ary Hi s t or y
Branch",  icrofilm roll Ne.-15.

144 - Based on informatioa provided by General Basaenge, Retired (formar Chief

of the Air Landing and Parachute Forces Branch).
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landing forces (together with the Arm,y
Inspectorate for Infantry

Forces (Inspekteur der Infantrie))

e. Equipping and training the Luftwaffe sir tranaport unita for their

role in connection with the employment of air landing and parachute

. f or c e s .

f . Or g ani z at i on , e qui ppi n g , and t r a i ni ng of t h e Sd- St a.n dar t e Fe l dher rn-

ha l l e uni t a a s ai r l andi ng f or c e z .

The s t af f of t h e g i r La,ndi ng and Par a.chut e For c e $ Br e,nch e orked i n c l o s e

aoordination with Brnnch 3. Its chief reaeived his inatruetiona dirtctly fron
• .

t h e Chi e f o f t he Gene r a l St a f f and had t he r i gh t of di r e c t a c c e s s t o t he l a t t er .

.
9 . The of f i c e o f t he Chi e f o f Luf t  raf f e Si gn al Commun i cat i ona g r eA ou t of

the former Branch 7. The n exly-created office consisted of the following
105 

a . St s f f (  coup (8 ef er at be i m St abe )

b . Central Group

c. Wire Communications Branah

d. Radio Communicationa Branah
 

e. Luftwaffe Signal Conetruction Staff.

Fi gur e 6e present s a graphi c suramary of the organi zati on of thi s of f i ce du  i ng

1938.

The 5 i gna l Comr. un i aa t i ons Br anch , Of f i c e . of t he Commander i n Chi ef , Lu f t -

x af f e , Ra s subor di na t e t o t he Chi e f o f L•af t waf f e S i gnal Commun i c at i on s .

10 . Ef f e c t i v e 1 Febr ua r y 19 38 , t h e of f i c e of t he Chi e f of g i r Def ens c

officially csme into being. Ita missions were the followings ,

a . Th e Chi ef o f g i r Def ena e wa e di r e c t l y   subor di na t e t o t he Re i ch a

Ai r Mi n i at er and Commande r i n Chi e f , Luf t waf e , and had t he r ank

of a  

10 5 - Ba s ed upon t b e di r e c t i v a f r om t h e Lu f t wa f f e Per aonr  e l Of f i c e , No . 7 4 40/ 38  
Claseified, I, B, 2, dated 1 July 193a.
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Co mm4 n   i n   ,
Ge n e r a l , Lu f t vra f f e . T h e f   l l o rri n f; a t; e n c i e s tive r - d i r e c t l y

r e :: p on s i b l e t o t :ne Cl ii c f o f ;  i r De f e n •Me :

1 ) Ch i e f of t l  Cene r a l t  i r Uf f i c c

2) Cn i Af of t n? .  d  i n ;  s t r a t i or  Of r i c p

3 ) Ch i e f of t h   Su _  p l ;  Uf f i c e

b . I n a c c or d a.n c e vri t h   ene r a l i n s t r uc t i c;n s i s s •a ed by t h? h e i c   s   i r

i ii n i s t er   n d Co u_ia.n
d er i n Ch i e f , Lu f t   ;a f f 'e , t nc Ch i e f of  ii r De-

f - n s c vra s r e s -;on oi bl e f or t ?  r i n an c i   ,l s ,s Fc c t s a f Luf t  r   .
f f e

a r ma:nen t i r  p +  a c pt i  : e a s we l l a s dur i r_  ;v  .r t i :ne , f or e c}u i pmen t ,
•

c l o t h i n   , b i l l e t i n     a n d f o c d , a izd c o n t i n u a l s u   ;p l y a e r v i c e s i or

e  i u i _  :ne n t , we a F o n s , a r d  an : ;u n i t i o n . ii e :na _ zi t a i n e d l i a i s o n a c t i v i t y

  i t h o t h Pr   ye h r ma c Yi t a  ; c n c i e   l il CGil a e c t i l n ,  i t h t 'rie a b o v e r e s -

p o n s i  bi l i t i e s a i d y a s i ri c ii   s  ; r o f p r e s p n t i n   ; L ,u° t wa f f e r e qu i r e man t s

to them.

e . 'r:e e x r r c i a e d ;  e n e r a l s u   e i-v i s i o r. o v e r c i v i l i an  : i r d e f en s e a c t i v i t y ,

  c o:a:Lie r c i a l a v i    t i o n , i t s   ;r o ..;r a o r   °:.n i :, a t i o n , s .n ci t 1 e ine c   ur e s

t   e n t o I>r o ,;io t e i l i    r t ;; :: f e t     .   e c a n c e r n e d h i r  s e l f 7r i t h Ge r -

      iy ' s a i r s ov Rr e i F_n t y r i  ; h t ;; " b y o r d e i • o i t t-_:   t a i c  As : i r i,. i n i   •t e r

 . .r?
a Co rn , . :n d r  r i n Cyll ° f , i ,u f t .r  : f f e " .

11 . Th e or   ;a.n i z s.t i on a l ;;t r  .  e t u r e of t ti  N of f i c e s un d er t h <  co  a i   
. o f t ri e

Cr.i c f of n i r   e f NrL; c  e i t h  :r r -   ic  i n ed t h e s    c or u n d ,, r wen t on l y :ni n or  wl t e r -

ations.

1 2 . Ì' i   e o f f i c e o f t;h e C:  i c f o _• Ci v i l   i r li e f e r :, e ( f o r .:iµr l y t !•ia Ci v i l   i r

J e :f' e n s e I3r a r  c l  , I r  SC; e c t o r ry t e f    r   n t i a -_ r c r a f t n r t i i l   r y ;  n d t  i r :i e f e il u e ) Wa s

ma d e s u ;, or c: i n a t e t o t    z Ch i e   ' o f t  r :  :; en   r a l   i r Ci f i c e .
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13. The of f i ce of t he I nsp eot or Gencr al of t h e Luf t Raf f e xaa e s t abl i shed

on 1 Febr ua r y 19 38 . I t s mi s s i ons Wer e t he f o l l owi ng :  

a. The Inspector General, Luftwaffe, Wae directly subordinate to the

Ee i ch s Ai r ldi ni s t er and Commander i n Ch i e f , Lu f t  raf f e , aad had t h e

r ank of a Com aandi ng Gen er al , Lu f t waf f e . Th e Luf t x af f e i ns p ec t or a

wer e d i r e c t l y s ubor di na t e t o t he I n ape c t or Gener a l . .

b. The Inspector General  Luftw ffe, was authorized to inspect Luft-

waf f e t r o ops i n o onne c t i on Ri t h any and a  
.l a s pec t s of t he i r aer - ,

v i c e .  

 
e. The Inapeetor General, Luft raffe, wae expected to add hia comments

and s eatione to all re orts submittcd b the Luftwaffe ins ec- I  'g P Y P

t or a.

d . Th e I nspe c t or Gener a l , Luf t wa,f f e , Na s aut hor i ze d t o i ns p ec t Luf t -

Waffe troops at all echelona and in all respects. During inapee-

t i on t our s he r ankcd i mme di at e l y ahe ad of t he Comma,n.di ng Gene r al
-

- of an Air lrea. 

14 . The Luf t rraf f e I n spe c t or a t e s :

a. The folloWing inspactorates were cstablish ed effcctive 1 February  i

1938:

1 ) I ns pe c t or at e f or 9i gna l Commun i cat i ons Ser v i e e s , l   if t waf f e

I ns pe c t or at e No . 'j

2) Inspect or at e f or Luf t Waf f e Eduo a.t i on and Tr ai ni ng (I ngpekt i on ',

des Er zi dhunga- und Bi l dungst e s en$ der Luf t   af f e ) , Luf t  raf f e

Inspectorate No. 10, at the same ti.me Comma.nd Headquarters,  ir

'   fax f ar e 5ohoo l $ (g omraando de r Luf t kx i e g s s chu l en )

b . At t he s ame t i mG, t he f ol l o  ri ng t i t l es f or t he I
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v ar i oL  s i ns ; cc t or at e s b e c an e ef f e c t i v e :

1 ) I n s pe ct or a t e f o r   :.r i a l i=ce c o: .nai s s a.nc a s.: a   er i a l i'hot ogr aphy

(No. 1)
.

2   I ns T;e c t or a t e f or Bo;nb er r o r c ! s (IJo . 2 }

3 ) I ns Pe ct or a t e f or Fi g ht er hor c e s ( rvo . 3 )

q ) I ns r e ct or a t e f or k n t i a.i r c r a f t Ar t i l l e r y ( I  o . 4 )

5 ) I ns pec t or a t e f or F l i gh t 5 a.i'e t   - and   c_ui pment (No .   )

6 ) I ns p cc t or a t e f o r   iot or Yeh i c l e s (No . 6 ) •

7 ) I ns pe ct or a t e f o r Si gna l Commun i c a t i ons S - r v i c e s ( I1o , 7 }

•
8 I n - c t or a t e f r '.V v 1 bi r F e i  8 •) sp o a a ore s( o.

)

9 } I n ;;_  :c c t or at e f or Pi l o t Tr a i n i ng a ch ool s ( f or mer l y I n s pec t or at e

f or Schoo l s   ( l :o . j )

10 ) I ns pe c t or a t e f o r Lu f t wa f f e   d a ca t i on and 1 r a i rii n  (No . 10 )

c . Th e Luf t v  af f e i n sue c t or s w- r e r e s pon s i bl e p er s onal l y and i n r e s pec t

t o t he i r i ns pe c t i on aot i v i t y ;, ,nc r cpo r t s t o t he I ns pec t or Gene r al ,

  Luftwaffe. They utilized the services oi t'r  inspectorates in the

compilation of such reports.

Th e i ns p ec t or dt e s wer c a.l s o s ubor di n  t e t o t he Luf t waf f e

Gene r al 5 t af f , As a r e su l t , t hey wpr e di r c c t l y r e s pons i bl e t o t h e

Chi e f o f t Y e Gene r al 5 t af i' f or r epor t s c onc arni n  ; t r ai ni ng , or -

ga.n i z a t i on , ac u i pmen t sup   l y , ar mamen t , e t c . wi t h i n t he Luf t waf f c .
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d . Th e f or mer I n s p ec t or a t e f or l :e di c a l 6 f f a i r s wa s chan  eci t o t he

of f i c e of t h e Chi e f of Lu f t wa f f e -  e di c a l 2 f f a i r s ( Ch ef de s Sa-

ni t ae t swe gen s d er Lu f t wa f f c ) ; t he Ch i e f h i aas e l f , a s had be en t he

case so far, continued to be directly responsible to the Chief of

the General Staff.

15 . Th e Ch i e f o f t h a Tech n i ca l Of f i c e ; hi s mi s s i ons Wer e a s f o l l ows s

a . The Ch i e f of t h   'i' e ch n i c a l Of l i ce wa s di r e c t l y subor di na t e t o t h e

Rei ch s g i r   'ii n i s t e r an d Comman d Er i n Ch i c f , Lu f t wa f f e .

b. In accordanee witn general instructions issu ed by the Reichs dir
 

 Li n i s t e r and Commander i n Ch i e f , Lu f t r  a f f e , t ii e Ch i e f of t he Tech-

nical Office was in charge of thc procure©ent of equipment ae well

a s o f t h e i ndu s t r i a l a s p ec t s of Lu f t wa f f e arma  ent .

c. Coordinating his activity with that of th;e apprepriate research

i n s t i t u t e s , of i n dus t r y an d of t h e a r my Or dnanc e Gf f i c e , t he C  .i e f

of the Technical Office was in charge of reaearch and development

  of ai r cr af t e qu i pmen t , a s v e l l a s of t h e t e s t i ng of neA e qu i pment ,

d . On t he ba s i s o f t h e r e j u i r eme nt s s chedu l e s h e r e c e i v ed , t h e Ch i ef

of t he Te ch n i c a l Of f i ce wa s r e s p on e i b l e f o r t r e pr ocur eme n t of t he

e qu i pg ent ,  reapcns s a nd amiuu n i t i on n e ed cd by t he Lu f t wa f f e i n th e

event of a lon ,r-
term war . In accordance witb,wart

ime supply esti-

mates, he  ras responsible for sup rvising and directing the build-

u p of t he Luf t wa fi 'f e ar ma.men t i ndu at r y t o t h e l ev al adj udg e d man-

  datory for wartimt reyuirements. He was responsible for seauring

  the necessary factory space, raw
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. ,

'    rtat er i al s , ar d l abor f or ae i.n oa.ae of war ( i n coor   i na.t i on wi t h th   
 

' Wehrma  ht Of f i ve , Iii.l i t ary   c onomi aa St af f (Wela  me.cht   i r t aahaf t  a- i

, i
atab)).

e . I n accor dar c e wi t h i nat ruQt i ona r e aei e ed f r om t he $ ei ahe   .is lti.ni a-
I

 

t er and Oommander i s Chi ef , Lnf t waf f e , the Chf ef of t h e Techai oal

Of f i c s s ont r ol l ed t lae eapor t of ai r cr af t equ i paent on t ha par t of
.  

Qermaa industry. •  

16. Dut i ng t he p er i od 28 ltar ch t hr ough 9 16s ,  1938 , t he I  ,if t waf f e Ts ch  ti ea 

affiee was anb3ected to thorou$hgoing reorganizatioa.  
 

t a l or ani z at f on r ev i oual e  +  t i ng be-a. Ix  t ead of t he hor i z on g P  

tweea the develop ent snd procure®eat branchea  Bran heo 1  hrough

13 were created, in each of which the developmeut a nd proc urem  t

functiona xere vov.
pled.

.
b. The Lt f t waf f e Te at i ag St at i o  ph  e i cal l y l ooat ed out .ai,ds t he 8 a ohe  

.  
Ai r ]ii ai at ry , was made subor di nat e t o t he Chi ef of the Tec hai aal ' 

  Of f i oe. -. i
Fi gur e 6f pr eaent e a gr aphi e et mms ry of th e or gaa i z a'Ci onal at r aotur e of t he

Luf t waf f a Tea mi as l Of f i ve dur i ng 1938 .  

17 . The Chi ef of t he Luf t  raf f e Per sonn el Of f i c e was mad.e di r eat l y  r e e-

ponaible to tha Reinhs Ai.r Minister and Commander in Chief, Luftwafgs
l©9

.

i

106 - Baaed oa tha notes and reporta of General Hertel, Engineer Corpe, Bstire 

(f ornaer l y as ai gned t o t h e Techni cal Of f i c e ) . - ,
107 - There ia no deecription of dutiea available for the Ghief af ths Luft-

' Waf f s Per aonnel 4f f i c e .   cvor di ng t o German Av i a.t i on - Yol wàe f ar 1938 ,  

he waa in ehsrge of the peraonnel admini.stration of offioesa, enl3ated

peraonnel, eivilian officiela, olarical peraonnel, aad.
laborere. '

 
- I

  I

.•

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

  ?

18 . Th e Chi e f o f t hr. Cerrt r al Br anch wa s di r e c t l y aubord i na t e t o t h e

Re i ch c     i r tYii n i s t er and Command er i n Chi e f , Luf t waf f e .

Thc Ccnt r a l Br anc h c ons i s t ed of th e f o l l owi ng s a bd i v i s i on a
10 8

=

a. Judge gdvoca  Group

b. dttachb Group

c. Press Group

d . Iu:i n i s t r y Of f i c e Cni ef (   ii n i s t e r i al bu er o  .i r eict or  

e, Headquarters Commands.nt, Refchs Air Ministry

•  

F'i gur e 6g pr e s ent   a gr aphi c summa ry of t he or gan i z at i or.a l s t ruc t ur e of t he

Central  3ranch durin  1938•

Section 11 - Summaary of Developments during 1938.

1. On thc basis of the pls.nn
in  for the annexQtion of dustria during 1937

and , l a t er   on t,h e ba s i s o : t h e oper a t i ona l exper i enc e g ai ned dur i ng t ha,t ac t i on  

t he cor mand or g an i z a t i on o f t h e Ger maR Lul' t w . _
f f e ;  a.s r e or ga.n i z ed an d expand ed

 

t o a l l ow f or   us t r i a ' s a i r per so nne l .

a . I n s t e ad of th a s ev en b i r   r e a Conimands , t hm f ol l owi ng subdi v i s i on

was approved:

1 ) t hr e e Luf t R•:.f f e Gr oup Command s ( Luf t wa.f f engr uppenkovamando s  

(East, +Nest, South)

2) thrae Luftwaffe Commands (
. ast

Prussia,  ustria, Sea 

3) ten gir District Commands {Luft  aukommandos) (formed by the re-

organization and consolida.t
ion of existing smaller hir District

Command s )
.

108 - Based on Ger nan w iation - Yolume for 1938.
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