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dev e l opme nt e of de c i s i ve i mpor t an c e f or t he a c t i v i t i e s of t he Luf t -

waf f e . Af t e r t he Tent h g r  ny h ad ca pt ur ed t he Po l i s h t owa s od Toma s -

zo R and Ki e l ee on 6 Sep t embe r , i t s f or c e e s e par a t a d i a t o t wo gr oupi

e ach a dv aa c i ng i n a di f f er e n t di r ec t i oa s
1 The r i ght gr oup ad v ax oe d

t hr ough Ki e l c e ao r t he a s t aad e a s t as d cr o s aed t he Vi s t ul a Ri var ; t Y:e

l e f t gr oup s e nt f or ward a f or cx co mpos e d pr i a ar i l y of mobi l e i,u i t s

' in a drive through Toaaszow on Warsaw.

Wher e a s t he r i gh t gr oup be came i nvo l ve d i n he avy f i gh t i ng i s:

t he Radoa a re a , whe r e s t r on g Po l i sh f or ce s wer e e nv e l o pe d aa d de -

s t r oye d or c a pt ur e d f Y ba t t l e s l a s t i bg ui t ,i l 12 Sept ea be r , t he l e f t  

gr o up f a i l e d t o re a ch i t s ob   e c t i v e , War s aw, by t r.e pr e s cr i be d de ad-

l i ne . The gr ound s i t u a t i on i n gene r a l i s e x pl ai Ye d by si t ua t i on

 
2 and 3It Was in this situatiot that the uxegpected developaent

maps.

o c c ur r e d whi ch wa s t o c au s e a aer i ou s de l ay i n t hs pl anae d cour s •

of ope r a t i oa. : t he Po l i eh at t e mpt t o r e ga i a f r e e doa o f a c t i o m we s t

or  ' War s aw.

The Yor t h er i f l ank of t he Ger a a x adv anc e ar ny c aiee ua der a

s e r i ou s aa d on e a i gh t ewe n s ay a or t a l t hr e at by t he Po l i sh f or os s

f l oo di ng ba ck i a t he ge me r al di r ee t i o Y of War s aw f r oa We s t e r m Po l az d .

At t h e s ame t i :ae t he l a r ge co nc e n t r a t i oY of s e w Pol i sh f or ce s i x t he

Lodz ar e a , oi wh i ch t her e had be e n i adi c a t i oa s f or i oa e day s pa st ,

su dde n l y a a t er i a l i ze d . The en t i r e Ger a ea Ei gh t h Army wa s f or ee d

t o go ov er f r oa t he of f en s i ve t o pur e l y de f e ns i v e ac t i o n . The

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958
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5a

Ge ra  n Te nt h Army f ou  d i t ae l f
, co   pe l l ed t o hal t i t s dr i v e o  Wr .r -

aaw: t he Ba.t t l e of Ku t a o had be gux . Thi   ba t t l e l a,s t e d f r oa 7 t o

1. Outlize Me.p
iz b:ap  ppendix, Appendix 52.

2. I bi d

3. Ibid , Appeadiz 53•
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6

19 Sep t ember , aad t ho Ger a a.Y v i c t or y   ri t h wh i ch i t ez de d   a s du e

i a a de c i s i v e x e a sur e t o Luf t waf f • par t i c i pa t i ox . I t wa s ox l y af t or

t he s uc c e s sf u l co i c l u s i ai of t hi s ba t t l . , wh i ch wa s t he s ev e r e   t

bat t l e of axYi h i l a t i oY f ou ght Re s t of t h. Yi s t u l a Ri v er i z t h • Po -

l i s h campai ga , t ha t t he Luf t Raf f e  ra s ac l s t o t ur x i i s a t t e Yt i oz

t o i t s z e x t   aj or ai . s i ox , t h a t of ac t i x g a s l oag r aYg e ar t i l l er y

  t o subdue t he t wo f or t r e s s s s of  9ar s an ati d Mo dl i x .

Whi l e t h. s e c oa ba t o per a t i on s wer e st i l l i n pr o gre s s we st of

th. Vistula River , with actiox fixally crystallizixg arouYd Warsaw

. as a M©dl i x , t he t wo pr ong s of t he wi de - s we epi Yg ei v s l op. e t t z ov. -

i e Yt e a s t of t he r i v er wer e adv ax c i Yg f r os i or t h a z d s ou t h . I ti t la e

Yo r t h t he Ger a az Th i r d   r a y had ov e r co ae t he he a v i l y de f eade d ax d

 
f ar t i f i e d Nar e v az d Ri ve r l i ne s i Y s ev er e ba t t l e aa d ar ouYd 1  S 3

Se pt ea bs r h s.d s e al e d of f al l appr oa che s t o ' lar s s,w f r o  t he e a s t ,
4

t hu s pr e . e i t i i g t he e s c ape • f Pol i sh f . r ce s t o t hi s a.r e a f r os i e s t

of t he Yi s t u l a . Si a u l t ar t ous l y , t he Ge raa i Four t h Ara y , ox t b!

ex t r e a e Ge r i aa e a s t er Y f l asik ,  ra s a dv az c i Yg f r oa t he Yor t h i x a

s ou t hwar d dr i v e t hr ou gh Br e s t - Li t ov sk t o j oi x f o r e e s wi t h t he

  Four t e ez t h Ger aa z Ar ay , a dv ai c i z g f r oa t he so u t h   The j ua c t ur e wa s

t o t ak e p l aoe i n t h e r e ar of t he ex t ir e Po l i s h l i x e or  the baaks ef

t he Uppe r Bug Ri v er . The c oa pl e t i oY of t hi s a ove s ez t c l os e :  t he

s e coxd ex v e l opa t x t of t he Pol i sh f or c e s .

4 . OK  i r epvr t , 14 Se p 39 ; 8 z r l s r uhe Doc uz eYt Co l l e c t i ox .
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I I . CEATTGES I N THE COMMAND ORGAI I ZATI ON AND

OPERATI ONAL ZONES OF TF.E AIR FLEETS

The a a i  t f e a t ur e ®f t he d i r e c t i   s s r e c e i  red f r ea t h e Co ma ax d   r

i x Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e • i 6 Sep t eaber
5

wa s t he i x s tr u ct i e i . t o

r e gr oup f or ce s f or oper a t i ox s i x di r c c t • uppor t of t he Ara y . Thi s

br aug ht t o l i gh t t wo f a c t s whi c h we r e t o ha re a be ar i ag . x e v e r y -
 

t hi og wh i ch t o ok pl a e e i i t he co . i i g pha s e s o f cos bat s ( 1 ) t he ah i f t

• f ea ph a ri s i Y a i r e per a t i ox s t • t he Four t h Air Fl e . t , a,x d ( 2 ) t he

re ar r ax gea eYt e f ®per at i   x al ar ea r by t h e e s ta bl i s ha ea t • f a a e w

boui dary l i x e be t Re e   t he t wo a i r f l ee t s .
6

The a o $ t ao t i c e a ol e

cn a.n b- e i n vo l v  a i .   c.   ; ;u li f   . c '   . _  -i : :;_ :: ;,   t h e Four t h Ai r Fl e e i

  wa s t he t ra ns f e r . f Fi r s t Ai r Di v i s i ox He adquar t e r s , wi t h i t s l a t

Bo. be r Wi ag , t o t he F®ur t h Ai r Fl e e t , whi ch ha d al r e ady re ce i v ed

r e i i f ®r ce a eYt s i x t he f ora e f t he 26 t h Bos be r   i ag axd ef t wa di ve -

b©a be r gr oups f r oa t :  e coa a a ad ar e a. • f t he l s t Ai r Di v i s i e i . At

t he s aa e t i a e t he f or c e s r e a a i Yi x g wi t h t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e s t , z a.a e l y ,

t he 2 7t h   a be r i  i i g , had be e i t r ax s f er r e d t ® Ea . t er x Pr ua i a , s i z c e

t he r e appe ar e d t o be x o f ur t he r a i s s i oY f or t h e Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t t o

per f or a i x t he ar e a a e n ei t he r si de of t ht Vi s t u l t Ri v e r we s t ®f

Warsaw. Such ws,a
the situatiex vz 7 Septe.ber.

The c i rnua s t ax ce s de s cr i be d ab eve aa t ur a l l y ex t a i l e d a chai ge

i x t he c©a a ax d or gai i za t i e x ef t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t . Tbe Cs i a ati di z g
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5. Cf. Part 2, Chapter 7.
6 . Se e   ,p o f boux dar y l i xe s ox 6 Se p i x Appe Ydi z Ve l ui e , Appez -

di z 38 .
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General was still direoting the operations of the few units left

under his control--What was left of the former Air Command Eastern

Pr u s ai a- - f r o m hi s or i gi na l command po at , f ar di s t an t f r om t he f or -

ce s he x a s co nt r o l l i n g . Owi ng t o t he l ong di s t ance s i nvo l v ed , hi s

c ommand po s t had be c ome al mo s t unne ce s s ar y . I n ai ze and mi s s3 on

the ataff was by this time only equfvalent to an air division. In

• order at least to insure proper tactical control it was essential

to establish by order a new command organizatioa. This was don,e by

t wo me a su r e s t ( 1 ) t r ansf er of t he c om©and po s t t o Ea s t er n Pru s s i a ,

and ( 2 ) e s t ab l i s hmen t of t wo ne w he adquar t er s . A newl y e s t ab l i s he d

Command West (Gruppe West} remained under the command of the current

6ommandi n g Ge ne r al i n Ea s t er n Pru s s i a , Ge ne r a l '9Qi mme r ; a ne wl y e s t ab

•

l i he d Comma nd Ea s t Gr u  
.s t rras l a c e d unde r Gene r a l Foer s t e r ,a t PPe   P

hitherto in command of the Luftwaffe Training Division. Lacking do-

e wne nt ar y ev i de nc e i t aan be a s s umed her e t ha t t he ai r f l e e t co m-

ma.nde r al s o mov e d i n t o hi s ne w he adquar t e r s i n Ko en i g s be r g by 10

September at the latest. The dividing line between the two new com-

mands Ra s e s t ab l i s he d on t he ba s i s of ge o gr aphi c al pr ac t i c abi l 3 t y .

Pr e s e n t l y a v ai l abl e r e c or ds a l so do no t r ev e   l de t a i l s on t he al l o c a-

tion of forees between the two neW commands. HoWever , it can be

assumed with a laxge degree of certainty that General Foerster re-

t ai ne d t he u  i t a h i t he r t o un der hi s c ont r o l , wh i l e t h e re s t of t he

f or ce s i n t he ar e a , r e i nf or ce d by t h e 27t h Bomber ' ii ng we r e co n
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consolidated under General Wimmer .

The or g ani za t i on o f t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t on 10 Sep t e mbe r t hus

,
was as folloWS:

Command Weat

3d Bomber Wing, controlling 2 groups
27th Bomber Wing, controlling 2 groups
lst Group , lst Dive-Bomber Wing,

making a total of 5 groupe;

•
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Comman d Ea e t

Luf t u af f e Tr a i n i ng Wi ng , co n t r ol l i ng 2 bombe r a,nd 1 t wi n -
en gi ne f i gh t er gr oups ;

2d Bomber Wing   controlling 2 groups;
3d Gr oup , 27 t h I3ombe r   li ng ;

making a total of 6 groups.

The Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t at t hi s j unc t ur e t hu s ha d av ai l ab l e at

l e a s t 9 bombe r gr oups , 1 3 i v e - bomoa            ur , an    i t wi n - en g  ne

 
fighter group. Zhe disposition of other dive-bomber groups (ex-

cluding the 15th) of the lst bir Division remains unknown.

I I I . REVI E9V OF DI SPOSI TI ON g1VD TRANSFER OF EQRCES.

The f o l l owi ng pi c t ur e ma t e r i a l i ze s by 12 Sep t embe r s

Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t Four t h Ai r Fl ee t
Headquarters controlleds Headquarters controlled :

 ir Command East lst Air Division•
 ir Command west. 2d lir Division

Air Command for Special Purpose

IInits controlleds Units controlleds
lat LuftWaffe Tng Div s lst Bomber Wing : 2 groups;

2 grou s(bomber ), 4th " " s 3 " ;1 "
 
dive-bomber);

2d Bomber Wing s 2 groups; 26th " " s 2 " ;

3d Bomber Wing: 2 " ; 55th " " s 2 " ;
  7        = 3    ; 76 t h    ,  = 2    ;
lst Gp , lst Hive-Bomber 7?th " " s 3 "; ;

Wi ng
plus 7 dive-bomber , 1 ground-
at t a ck , 2 t wi n- engi ne f i g it e r
gr oups .

Thi s made a to t al of 11 at t ack t ype groups under t he Fi r s t

Air Fleet, and 24 attack type groups under the Fourth Air Fleet.
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Unit Transfers in the 5-12 September Period.

  Firat Air Fleet Fourth Air Fleet

5ep 5 . 27 th Bombe r Y fi ng
to Air Command ,Eas t e r n Pr u s s i a

6
. 26th Dive-Bomber to 2d Air Divisioa (Tactical Air Base

1  i ng ( l s t Gp , 5 3d Neudor f   Oppe l n )
2d Gp 26th Wi ng )

1 di ve - bombe r   oup Spe c i a l Purpo s e s Ai r Commend
f r om i s t Ai r Di v t o

7. H , lst Air Div to Fourth Ai
.r

Fleet (Comd Post at
Br e s l au )

lst Bomber lling to 2d Air Diviaion  ( 1 Gp , pl u s l s t Gp
from 152d Wing)

8. 1 dive-bomber group
from ist lir Div to Specia,

l Purposes Eir Command

9. 7?th Bomber Wing (minus lst Gp)
from 2d Air Div to Special Pur-
posea gir Command

11. lst Gp , lst Dive- to Special Purposes lir Command
Bomber wing

12 . l s t huf t waf f e Tng t o 26 th Bombe r Wi ng
Wi n g (mi nus l s t Gp) Zone of I n t e r i o r
Zone of Interior
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  X TFH; LUF'TW    HI   3 CON  'IArID

Di r e c t i ve s , rYans ,
I nt e l l i ge nc e   s t i mat es

$

6-13 Sept embar

Z'he German com tand real i aed i n t i me that Pol i sh f or ces wer e

• arrivin  and assembling in the general area vf Lodz, so that a

thr eat t o t he nor th f l ank of t .he German Tenth Army (mai n at t ack)
,

was developing. It seems poiqtless in retrospect to draw con-

 
clusions concerning the current pstimates of the situation from

t h e di r e c t i ves ar d. or der s of t h R  %ommander i n   h i s f of t he Luf t -  

waffe issued during that period, or to attempt to reconstruct

his operational plans. It seems more important to view events

i n the l i gh t of act ual ci r cumast ances i n the b1 3 Sept embar peri od .

  ln this effort it is advisable to organize o.ur subject matter

. according to areas of main effort, which had already developad at

the t i me . Ihi s devel o  nent of ax eas of mai q e f f or t changed nothi nb

. i n the ge Oo a   i cal subdi v i si on i n c ommand zones of t he t wo aa mq 

gr oups :   rmy Gr oups rdor t h and S out h , or the c orr e s po nd i ng oper -

at i onal zons s of t,he Fi r at and Four t h ai r Fl e e t s .

Z'he areas of main effort mentiened above may be desi.gna
ted

as the Ce nt er , the   or t h , and t he   out h . a par t f r om mi nor and

unimportant overlapping sections, the  enter and South

 'Direct3ves and Werning Orders by the Gommander in Chief of the -
I uf t waf f e f r om 61 3 5ep, s ee Appe ndi x 50.
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corresponded roughly to the operational zone of *rmy Group South

and t her e by t o t ha t of t he Four t h Ai r Fl e e t , wh i l e t he ope r a t i o -

nal zone of l r my Gr oup Nor t h , and t hu s of t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t ,

coincided with the area of main effort North.

The f o l l owi ng c i r cums t ance s e vol ved i n t he t hr e e ar e as of

main efforts

• (1) Cea . This area included the Tenth lrmy zone of

operations and the zone in Rhich the Eig3ith Army , which only

entered the scene during the ba ttle at gutso, was to operate.

The Zuf t Aaf f e f or ce s empl oy e d he r e we r e con t r o l l ed by t he

Special Purposea Air Command and the lst  
.
ir Division. Opera-

tions on the ground had revealed clearly that air support Wsa
 

required in concentration by the Tenth Army ,  hose primary ope-

r a t i onal ob j e c t i v e was War s aw. I n i t s dr i v e , t he Ten t h AYmy

h ad apl i t i t s f or oe s , wh i ch we r e adv aa c i ng i n di f f e r e n t di r e c t -

tions. During the operationa emphasis in air support had to

be s hi f t e d i n a s t e adi l y i a <;re a s i n g me a sur e t o t he r i gh t f l ank

force  while obviously little interest Was shown in the left

f l ank . The r e a s on f or t h i s Ras t ha t t he uni t s of t he Spe c i al

Purposes gir Command were heavily committed in the Hattle of

Rad om, wh i ch l a s t e d un t i l 1 2 Se p t embe r .

The i ni t i al ma i n e f f or t i n t he di r e c t i on of War s aw   a s

t r e a t e d wi t h e ven l e s s ur gen cy t han be f or e , and , i n f s c t was
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was even abandoned temporarily. The battle at the Bzura River ,

a t Ku tno , ha d r e s ul t e d i n a s h i f t o f empha s i s t o t he l e f t s e c t or

of the area and at the same time had made it necessary to com-

mit all available Army and Luft affe forces to master the ea-

t r eme l y cr i t i ca l s i tu a t i on . Onl y s ma l l e l eme n t s of t he Luf t i af f

r emai ne d av a i l ab l e f or commi t me nt i n t he .f or me r ar e a s o f ma i n

 
effort on both sides of the Vistula River at Deblin and against

the Polish foroes east of the river around Lublin. '
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( 2 )   out h . 2'hr ou ; ho ut t ha per i od t h e l on J - r a n.ea bomb ar

L:ni t s of' t h e 2d   i r   i vi s i o r. su    lt     r t ed t h  ,  , er man Four t e e nt h

  r my i n i t s s uc c es s f ul dr i ve f ar i n  .    .Xa l i c i a . I t was a s s   ned

t h a t t h e    e f ea t e   r o ?
.
 
.s

:  ar mi e s    cu l c: f a l ] ba c?  o n s cnt  rh r ol and

-:,c f or o t h e adv a nc i n  ue_rr a n Four t e ont h a rra !'e nt h   r mi es , a nd t h a t

a new gr ou p of r ol i s h f Ur e e s ;,ro zl d  oe f ar me d i r Ga l i c i s , r or t h e s e

r e as ons emph as i s f vr Ger ma n l ong - r a _ be bomber w i nG9 s h i f  Led s t e ad i l y

 
de e er i n t o t h a oper a t i o r al ar eas ar o i n  Lvov -a t r y   .   mph a s i s onp

oper a t i en s t o f 3c i l i t a t e t h a adv a nc e of t :z? r  ot:r t e e nt 7 Ar my i r -

c r e as   s +e ac?i l y , a nd t,t  s Ar r    r :: qu es t  =u r epe a t edl y t n a t t h e ai r

Uni t s sr ou l c     ? s g l a ce f or war d t o a i r bGs ps f sr  t he r i n +.  :   s out h . 1'h e

t r an s f er of a bo  ibar  ri n   t o   l ovak  .a arlr  ra a ns f or t ho commi t me n t

  of t ?  e 7th Ai r i  i v i s i on a t J a r os l avl s t r e s s ed t he c l e ar l y d ef i z ed

i n ; e nt i e n t o   i ve +ah 3 r i   h: • f 1
_a nk r eal   y e f f;J c t i ve ai r s u ppor t

anci ac ee l er at e i t s a t  v ance .

( 3   PV   
,,

i h i s ar e a i nch ;ded   .h e Gar ma n l hi r d Ar  ny  

adv anc i n  f r cm   a s t e : :  F'r us s i a , a na a t a n    a r l y s t a; s al s o t h e

mo bi l  3    l eme nt s of t h e    ou r t h a r my - -   r%  i ch h ad be e n moved t o   as t -

er n t r i  s i a i o t.he n e anwh i l e , i n t h e i r movemen t s e as t of t _
h e

Vi s t ul a   •i ve r a i mi n  a t a d ou bl e e nve l opment of t h e ent i
.r e t 'ol i s h

f r ont . Th e ar ea t h  .LS a l s o i nc l uc;.e
d th 3 i 'i r s t gi r F'l ee t , tirh i ch

h aa t h n f ol l . wi n  pr i irar y
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mi s s i ons o f ( 1 ) di r e c t suppor t f or t he Thi r d Army i n ba t t l e

f or t he Na.r ev Ri v e r and l at er t he Bug Ri v er l i ae 8 a nd i n mov e -

noents to envelop WarsaW from the east; (2) rail interdiction

e a s t of t he Yi s t u l a Ri v er i n co nt i nuou s mi s s i ons t o pr e v ent

the eastRard and southeastWard movement of 8olish troops through

War s aw    i c h c i t y Was a l s o t o be bombe   f or t he s eme pur po s e ;

  ( 3 ) i n t e gr a t e d ac t i on   i t h t he Ten t h Army and t he Four t h Ai r

Fl e e t a gai n at t he Po l i sh f or ae s   hi ch had   i .t
hdr awn a cr o s s t he

Vi s t u l a Ri v e r s ou t he a a t o f War s aw i n f r on t of t he Ger ma n Ten t h

Army ; an d ( 4 ) r e c onnai a s ance and pa t r o 1 ac t i v i t i e s t o gr e v en t

t he mov eme nt of ne w Po l i s h f or oe s f r om e a s t t o t he Vi s t u l a f r on t .

g par t f ro m i n s t r u c t i on s t o pr o vi de di r e c t su ppor t f or t he

'
Third and Fourth grmies in order to facilitate their advanae in

t o t he de e p e a s t e r n f l ank and re ar of t he Pol i s h f or ce s   t he

Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t wa s a s s i gne d a pr i mar i l y de f e n s i ve mi as i on . Al l

o t he r ac t i on by t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl ee t   a s i n t e gr at e d Ri t h t he

mi s s i ons of t he Four t h Ai r Fl e e t and de s i gne d t o su ppor t t he

e f f or t s of t ha t a i r f l e e t .

Onc e a ga i n s t r a t eg i c ai r r e c onnai s s anc e gai ne d i n i mpor t an

its primary purpose being to secure the open eastern flank af

the entire operation. Hawever, just as was the case with the

Four t h   i r Fl e e t , t he su i t ab l e uni t a av ai l ab l e f or t hi e mi a s i on

  er e r e s k ene d c on t i nuou s l y t hr ou gh t r an s f er s t o t he ve s t er n
theater.
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c  .  iF.R 3

LN'r ''  AFFr'E PI RTI CI Pb TI ON i i1 T  Rg TThES OF

E1 VELOP1VFhl ' FOGGfi      I N   'r  CEi,1 LR

Tn i l e t he Fi r s t ax d Four t :-  gi r Fl e e t s we r e c ommi t t e d on

the two extreme flar  s supporting the German arive into Polish

t e rr i t or y t o env e l op t he e nt i r e oper a t i ona l ar e a - - af t e r whi ch

t he i o r ce s of t he t wo a i r f l e e t s we r e t o   e empl oy e d i n

s t r a t e   i c mi s s i ons - - t WO l ar ge G'c3,Lt l e s of enve l opmen t dev e - 

.
l ope d i n t he c en t e r   +hi ch t i e d down s t r ong Luf t wa i f e e l e me nt e

in tactical missa.ons for a considerable timc. Prior to and

during the initial phases of these battles, the air units

c ont i nue d t o ope r a t e i n t ne f ar Pol i s ri r e a r a gai n s t Fol i s h

t r ar s por t at i orL and mar cri mov ement s , bu t empha s i s s hi f t e d gr a d-

 
  ual l y t o di r e c t s uppor t f ;, r t h e a r my on t fie f i e l d of ba t t l e ,

Initially, in the battle at Radom  only  he tactieal support

units of ths Special Purposes Air Conman
a

were committed  but

later , in the battle at Kutno, long-range boober units i'rom

both air fleets also had to be committed to paz•ticipate in the

battle on the ground. The operin  phases of the two ba,ttles

coincided in time, but after the  at le a  Radom had come to an

e nd a1 1 ai r f    r c e s Ne r e c cnc e nt r a t e d f or ac t i on i n t he gu t no

axea.

I . 1̂ i3E BATTLE AT R  Dprri ; 8- 1 2 SEPTry , BER.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

16

1Nhi l e t he r i gh t pr on g of t he Ger man Ten t h Aiwy wa s a ppr o a ch-

i ng t he Vi s t ul a i n t he ar e a of De bl i n , i t be c ame i nvo l v e d i n t he

Radom battle of encirclemeat. Most of the units of the Special

Pur po s e s Ai r Comma nd we r e en ga ge d i n t h i s ba t t l e , i n rrh i ch s t rong

Po l i sh f or ce a at t e mpt e d t o e a cape a cr o s s t he Vi at u l a Ri Pe r    e r e

i n t e r c ept e d
  and t o a v er y l ar ge e x t en t anni hi l a t e d or c apt ur e d .

g s f ar ba ck a s on 6 Sep t embe r he av y at t s c k s had been f l own
 

against the Poliah foroes endeavoring to hold their positiona

be t we e n t he di v er gi ng pr on g s of t he Ten t h Ar my . I t Raa ac t u al l y

due t o t he s e ai r a t t acks a l one t h a t t he Po l i sh f or ae s he r e we r e

separated into tRO groups at hodz and Radom.

On 7 September the units of the Special Purposes Air Command

'  commenced eystematia attacks to annihilate the Polish forces in t

the Radom-Deblin area, which were endeavoring to escape across

the Vistula River. The attacks Rere directed against rail depots

and rou t e s , mo t or v e hi c l e co l umns , an d o t he r t ar ge t s , par t i au l ar l

i n t he c l o s e v i ai ni t y of Radom. Howev er , re al l y wor t hwhi l e t ar -

g+et s wer e har d t o f i nd , s i nce ai r r e c onn ai s s an oe ha d r e por t ed

no si zabl e Po l i sh mar ch mov e men t s bu t on l y sma l l er co l umns of

troops and vehicles. Simultaneou sly , the command s ground-

at t aa k gr oup con t i nue d t o s uppor t t he C*e rman ar mor e a uni t s s   ar -

l  e a a i :  't he a l v a  l c   oi t he Tent h Army   s l e f t pr ong dr i v i ng on

Tomashov.
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B By 8 September , the day on which the actual battle began ,

t he s i t ua t i on on t he gr ound ha d be e n c l ar i f i e d ao f ar t ha t i t was

po s si bl e t o e s t abl i s h t hat ma s s e d Po l i s h tr oo ps wer e gr e aen t i n

t he ar e a ar ound Rad om. Af t er t he i ni t i al and pr e par a t or y a c t l on

by ai r uni t s dur i ng t he pr e ce di ng day s , t he uni t s of t he Spe c i a l

Purposes Air Command now tere committed systematically to support

  oper at i on s by t he gr ound f or c e s de s i gned t o pacev e nt t hs e s c ape of

Po l i s h t r oop s ac or s s t he Vi s t ul a Ri ve r . Mi s s i on wer e f l o  n t o

t he u t mo s t l i mi t adl i c h r ang e s an d t he s  tppl y s i t ua t i on per mi t t e d .

The supply situation had become particularly critical during the

pa s t f e x day s be c au s e a c on s i der abl e par t of t he a t t a ck 8i r f or -

ae s we r e i n pr o oe s s of t ra n s f er r i ng t o ne ar f r on t a i r f i e l d s . Thi s

!
ha d be c ome ne c e e s ar y to per mi t f u 11 eg pl oi t a t i on of at r c ra f t pene-

t r a t i on r anga s . The ai r a t t a,c k s we r e di r e c t e d a gai n s t t he r o ad s

i n t he 8 adom an d Pr y l py k ar e a , ag ai n s t mov i ng co l umns on t he

Radom t o Z  o l en r oad , and a,gai ns t t he Yi s tu l a Ri v e r br i dge s . The

gr ound - a t t ack   coup ha s di s pl ac e d f or war d i n t he me an t i me and , a s

t he on   y ai r uni t , h ad r ec e i v e d def i ni t e i n s t ru c t i on s to suppor t

t he l e f t f l ank af t be Ge rman Tea t h Army adv anc i ng on War s aw but

a t t he s ame t i me t o a t t a c Y al l   r t hwh i l e t ar g+e t s i n t he ar e a s be

ween Lodz and the Yistula River. This group was thus relatively

i nde pe nde nt i n i t s ac t i on and c ou l d pi ck i t s own t ar ge t s .
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On 9 Sep t embe r a c t i v i t i e a wer e re s t r i c t e d l ar g e l y t o di s -

p l ac e me nt by t he ta c t i a al s uppor t uni t s t o ai r f i e l d e i n t he Ra dom

ar e a , a moTemen6 uh i ch was c a rr i e d ou t i n sp i te of i ncr e a s i ng

s upp l y di f f i cu l t i e s . On t he f or enoon of t he f i r s t day of t he

ba t t l e t he bu l k of t he bomber f or oe s a t t ac ke d t he ez i t s f r om

War s aw- Pr aga and t he ar t i l l e ry po ai t i on s f ar t her s ou t h . Thi s

  r e pr e s en t e d a sudde n sh i f t of empha   i s f r om t he r i ght f l s nk of

t he Te nt h Army i n t he Rad om ar e a to t he ar my   s l e f t f l ank . The

,

r e a s on f or t h i s ahi f t of emph as i s wa s t ha t Po l i sh ar t i l l e r y f or -

aes of all calibers in position in the WarsaR districts east of

t he Vi s t u l a Ri v+e r we r e ho l di a g t he Ger man f or ce s e nga ged i n

f i e r ce f i gh t i ng i n t he s ou t hwe s t e r n di s t r i c t s of t h e c i t y und,e r

 

ltie avy f i r e .
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On t he af t er noon of 9 Se pt embe r , i n cont r a s t , s l l ai r uni t s

We r e c os a e  t r a t e d 3n a t t ac ks ar ound I l za , s ou t h of Rad om, uh+er e

.

the Polish foroe s had reorganized suddenly and Rere offering bitter

r e s i s t anc e i n de t e r mi ne d e f f or t s t o bre sk ou t of t he env e l opme nt

Rhi ch Ras c l e ar l y de v e l opi ng an d e ac a pe i n t he d i r e c t i on of t h e

Vi s t u l a 8 i ve r . The s i t ua t i on on t he gr ound ha d be c one e =c ee di ngl y
 

' c r i t i c al dur i ng ce r t ai n pe r i od s i n t hi s ar e a . From now on , howev er

the German air units attacked in continuous aucceasive waves and

br oke up t he Pol i s h t r oo p co nce ntr at i on s f a a ha i l of l i g i t c al i -

ber bombs  folloWing .hich all bomber units attacked the same

t a r ge t s wi t h We ap on s f i r e . The e f f e c t s of t he s e ma s s e d ai r a t -

• t ac k s x e r e de v a s t a t i ng and t he u  t er c onf u s i on i n t o whi c h t he y

t mce w t he Po l i s h ts o o ps co mpl e t e l y br oke Po l i s h re s i s t ance . As

soon as this happened the German tank forces advanced irreaistably ,

gui de d by ' s i gn a l sh o t s f i r e d by t he ai r uni t s . I n t hi s way t he

Ger man 29 t h Mo t or i ze d I nf ant r y Di v i s i on s uc ce e ded i n e s t ab l i sh i ng

a br i dgeh e ad i n t he De bl i n ar e a on t he s ame day af t er r e ac hi ng t he

Yi s t ul a Ri ve r e a s t of I l za . The Luf t  raf f e h ad b l a ze d t he Way f or

this division 's advance .

The f l e x i bi l i t y of c ommand di s pl ay s d on t hi a day of ba t t l e

Wa s no t e wor t hy . I n sp i t e of al l di f f i cu l t i e s br ough t about by

transfer movements and supply shortages, the command had suaceeded
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i n r ene dr i ng ef f ec t i v  e s uppor t t o bo t h a t t a cki ng gr oup s of t he

Ten t h Army .

On 10 Se pt ambe r t he ov er a l l si t ua t i on ar ound I l z a re ma i ne d

unc l e ar . I t s e e  d t hat t he Po l i s h t r o ops t her e we r e e nv e l o pe d

en d we r e maki ng re pe a t e d a t t e mpt a t o br e ak ou t . Cont i nue d ai r su

por t f or t he Ger man t r o ops i n t he ar e a s e eme d i mpo e si b l e be c au s e

of t he i nabi l i t y of s i r pi l o t s t o di f f e r e n t i a t e be t a e en t he Ger ma n
 

an d Po l i s h pos i t i on s i n t he conf u s i n g t e r r ai n . The bu l k of t he

f or ae s o f t he Spe ai ql Pur po s e s Ai r Comms nd we r e t her e f or e di r e c t e d

to resume their attacks againet the Polish artillery around

  qr s atr- Pr a ga .

Apparently , no missions were flown by nnits of the tactical

 

air command on 11 September . On the ground the German forces had

t i gh t ene d t he env e l opme nt a r  uY s 1u _  Po l i sh f or ce s a t .
  adom, but

ha d no t be e n ab l e t o e l i mi na t e  ihem a s y e t . The en t i r e I l z sr-

• Kon s k i e - 8 ad om re gi on wa s al i ve wi t h Pol i s h t r oops , so me of t hem

t r g i n g t o f i gh t t he i r ws }r t hr ou gh to War s aw, o t her a bat t l i ng

e a s t war di n e f f or t s to r e ach t he Vi s t ul a Ri ve r . Thi s r e sul t e d i n

e z t r e me l y g rav e si t ua t i ons ar ound t he c ommand po s t an d ai r f i e l d s

of t he Spe c i a l Pur pos e s Ai r Commnand . The 3d Ba t t al i on of t he

lst Paratrooper Regiment, which had been flown in meanwhile   and

t Y e l s t Ba t t al i on o f t he 2 3d An t i ai r cr a f t Ar t i l l er y Re gi men t di d

t he i r be s t i n t h i s s i t us t i on t o pr o t e c t t he s e '      t s   s i n ae no

,
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ar my t r oops c ou l d be ex pe c t e d f o r t he pur pos e   and par t i c i pa t e d

i n t h e ba t t l e s t o da s t roy t he Po l i s h f or ce s . The t RO di v e - bomber

wi ng s a l s o we r e mov e d f or war d t o s i r f i e l d s ar ound $ a dom   but wer e

un abl e t o par t i c i pa t e i n a c t i on on th i s day . The 7 7t h Bombe r

Wi ng wa s commi t t e d t o a t t a ck Po l i sh t r o op mov emen t s e a s t o f

War s aw and r a i l r o ad t ar ge t s ar ound Si e dl c e .

  The Bat t l e of Had om ca.me t o anc  e nd oa 1 2 Sep t ember . Ri ght

f l ank f or c e s of t ltie Tent h Ara y pr o ce e de d t o mop up t he ar e a

we a t of t he Vi s t u l a 8 i v e r wi t hou t ne e d f or s i r s uppor t by uni t s

of the Special Purpoaes Air Command; On the following days  ho  •

eve r   t he c omman d wa s oa l l e d upon r e pe a t e dl y t o r e nde r ai r suppor t

with large forces in the mop-up operations. Theae corollary
 

activities continued until 15 September.
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The combat activities around Radom  ust described were neoea 

s ar y f or a c r o as i ng t o t he e a $t bank a of t he Vi s tu l a e a s t of

Radom . From thia point on   however   and in the pur uit operations

on t he gr ound whi ch f o l l o we d e a s t of t hs r i v er   t he mi s s i on of

air support was taken over by the long range bomber units of the

t RO ai r f l e e t s i n a s t e adi l y i ncr e as i ng me a sur e . Onoe a c l e ar l y
 

de f i ne d a r e a o f ma i n e f f or t f or t h e de c i s i ve be.t t l e ha d dev e l ope d

we s t of War s aw  t he s e pur s ui t ope r at i ona be c ame o f l e s s s i gni f i -

ca n oe i n t he ov er al l pi c t ur e .

II . THE BATTLE AT KUTNO--7-19 September.
9

Si mi l ar l y t o t he Spe c i a l Pur po s e s 6i r Comman d   wh i oh was c l o s

 
t o t he s ce ne o f ac t i on   t he comman d of t he Fi r at Ai r Fl e e t , f ai tt he

nor t h , at an e ar l y s t a ge re co gni ze d t he t a c t i o a l s i gn i f i c anoe o f

t he Po l i s h re gr o upme nt and ha d s e n s e d t he appr o ach of t he cr i s i s

in ground operations around Lodz, and, on its own inttiative , had

- co mmi t t e d i t s ai r uni t s i n t hi s ar e a . Whi l e t he ba t t l e a t Radom

  wa s a t i 11 i n pr o gr e s a t he a t t ack uni t a of t he Fi r at Ai r Fl e e t

t i me and a g a i n f l e w n i a s i ons a gai n s t Po l i ah ma s a mov emen t s by

ra i l and r o ad nor t h of Lo dz a.nd we s t of War s aw. The y ha d t hu s

s uc ce e ded i n s t r i ki n g t he ne w Po l i s h a s s embl y and t he co noe nt r a t i

9 . The ba t t l e was co mmonl y re f er r ed t o by t he name i n t hs huf t waf f
I n t he "amt l i che n Sch l ach t - und Ce f eoht s be ze i c hnun gen der
He er e s gr uppe Sue d " ( Kar l s r uhe Do cument Col l e c t i on )

, t hs ba t t l e
i e r ef er r e d t o a s Di e Sch l a ch t an d de r Bzur a .
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of Po l i s h r e ms an t a f or an e a s t war d bre akt hrou gb a t e l l i ng g l ow.

Fro m t he c onf u s i on o f t he oYer al l e i t ua t i on a t t hi a s t a g e , t he

f o l l owi ng i n di epu t ab l e pi c t ur e e v o l v e s : St ro ng f or oe s f r om bo th

ai r f l e e t a pa r t i c i pa t e d i n t he l a r ge - ar e a de f en s i ve and de e t r uc t i ve

ba t t l e of Kut no   r i th out a uni f i e d co mmand de v e l opi ng f r om t he ae

c i r cuma t a nae s . For t hi a r e a aon no uni f or m d e s cr i p t i on o f t he

` bat t l e s ua s pr e par e d by t he Luf t waf f e . Unf or t una t e l y   the f o l l owi n

r e c on s t ru c t i on o f Lu f t Waf f e ope r a t i ons ha s to be ba s e d pr i mar i l y

on af t e r - ac t i on r e po r t a by t he Spe c i al Pur po s e s Command . The re -

sultant one-e ded presentation should not be allowed to obscure

t he f a c t , howev e r , t ha t l ar ge e l eme nt s of t he en t i r e a i r f ar ce s

commi t t ed i n t he e a s t at t he t i me par t i ai pat e d wi t h de c l s i v e e f f e c t

•

i n t he gr ound opera t i ons t hr oughout t he   a t i re thi r t e en days

whi ch t he ba t t l e l ae t e d.

The SeQuenoe of Events: .

5 Sevtember. The situation at Lodz was clarified initially

by t he ev e ni ng r s por t of t he Fi s i t Ai r Fl e e t . Ba si ng i t s ac t i on

on t he v ar i ou s r e po r t s r e ce i v ed f r om s i r uni t s   t he s i r f l e e t on

t he s ame day had c ommi t t e d at r ong f ar ce e ag ai a e t t he ne w Po l i s h

a a s embl y . Onl y we ak f or oe s of t he Four t h Ai r Fl e e t we r e c o  i t t e d

a ga i nat t ar g+e t s i n t he s ame ar e a .

10. Appendix 47.
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6 September . Pursuant to Directive   5 for 6 September , the

Special Bargisas Co  and on that day received orders from the

Fourth Air Fleet to support the XI Corps in its drive on BrZCiny-

Ski er ni   ri c e , af t er t he l at Pan ze r Di v i s i on had a apt ur e d Pi ot r kov

on t he e ve ni ng be f or e . The g round- a t t a ck gr oup s uppor t e d t he Ger man

pan zer s pe ar he ads a  i l e di v e - bomber gr oups de l i v er e d anni h i l at i ng

• b l oWS a gai n s t a e sume d Pol i s h he adquar t er a e as t of Lo dz . Ac c or di ng t

di r e c t i v  e s , t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t suppor t s d t he adv anoe by t he Ger man

Thi r d Army . The newl y e at ab l i s he d boundar y l i ne ha d be c ome ef f e c t -

ive on this day.
12

7 Sep t ember . Oper a t i on s by uni t s of t he Spe c i al Pur po s e s Com-

mand x e r e or i e nt e d f a r t her e a s t   t owar ds t he Vi s tu l a Ri ve r . Nev er -
 

theless, the units of the command while displaoing to near front

airfields were so regrouped even at this stag e that they could

.
ope r a t e e i t her e a s t war d or nor t h rar d . Thi a pl ace d t hem nor e or

l e s s s quar e l y be t  re e n t he t RO di r e c t i on a of at t a ak of t he Ten t h

Army . On t h i s day of t he ba t t l e onl y t he g  ound- a t t ac k gr oup at -

t a cke d nor t hwer d   s upport i ng t he pan zer s pe arhe a ds of t he l e f t

f l e,nk a s on t he pr ev i ou s day . The mi s s i on of t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t

r e ma i ne 3 unchs n ge d and on t hi e day t he ai r f l e e t , pur s uant t o or de r a

transferred its lst Ai  Division to the Fourth Air Fleet.

11. Appendiz 50.
12. Appendix 38.
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8 SeUt effi be r . The gr ound- a t t a ck gr oup o f t he Spe c i al Pur po s e s

Ai r Command c on t i nue d t o s uppor t t he l.e i 't f l ank of t he Ten t h Army ,

wh i l e t he re mai nde r of t he t a c t i c al s uppor t uni t s re mai n e d t i e d

down i n t he Bat t l e o f Radom.

9 Se p t embe r . To r e l i ev e pr e s s ur e on t he l e f t f l ank of t he

Ten t h Azmy and t he r e by r e l i ev e t he ov er a l l s i t u e,t i o n ar oun d War s a   

- the bulk of the bomber foroes of Special Purposes Air Command were

c ommi t t e d to a t t a ok War s aW- Pr a ga . Concur r ent l y t he s e f or ae s we re

i nv o l v e d l ar ge l y i n t he bat t l e at Rad om  whi ch on t hi a day r e aohe d

its climaa.

10 Se tember. The units of the Special Purposes Air Com®and

ag ai n we r e commi t t e d a g ai n at War s aw- lJr a ga , si noe i t no l onge r  ra a

 

 ossible for them to participate in the battle at Radom.

11 . Sept embe r . The uni t s of t he Spe ci a1 Pur pose a Ai r Command

 rer e not commi t t e d i n aot i on.

1 2 Sex  t embe r . The gr ound s i t ua t i on x e s t of War s aw had   e en

s o f ar c l ar i f i e d t ha t on l
,jr we ak s cr e e ni ng f or ae s   er e l e f t by t he

f l ank o f t he Ten t h Ar my a t War s aw, Wh3.l e t he bul k of t he ar my ha d

al r e ady f ac ed abou t t o t he x e s t . Appar e nt l y t he r e . a s no ai r

action on this day. The battle at Radom came to an end oa this

- day s o t ha t t he Lu f t x af f e f or c e s wer e r e l e a s xd f or par t i c i pat i on

in the Battle of Kutno.
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13 September. For the first time all attack unita  ere com-

mitted in the area northeast of Lociz, where the 77th Dive-Bomber

.
Wing and the ground-attack group scored outetanding successes

in attacke on densely massed Polish troop movements. In the

af t e r no on a,n a t t a ck by on l y 1 8 3 a i r cr af t Wa s di r e e t e d a gai n s t

  ar s aw. l he r e s ul t s a ch i e v e d we r e not s at i s f ac t or y , b at di d hav e a

di r e c t e f f e c t on t h e s i t uat i on we at of t he ci t y .
l 3  

 
14. September. All air operations were seriously curtailed

and hampered by bad weather. While the Tenth lrmy was grouping

its forces west of Warsaw to intercept the Polish drive from the

west and while the Eighth Arm,y- Was reaching ths Kutno-LoWica line in

i t s a dv arlce f r om s o ut hwe s t , t he Luf t waf f e c ommand wa s wat chi ng

de ve l opme nt s f ar t he r no r t h . Howe v e r , s ev e r e f i gh t i n g was s t i l l•

in  rocess around Sucha, the location o "' the command post of

the Special Purposes gir Command, where the terrain around the

a i r f i e l ds s t i l l ha d t o o e c l e ar e d of Pol i s h f orc e s . The l s t Ai r

Di v i s i on , t r Qn s f er r e n t o t he F ou r t h 1 i r F1e e t , ha d i r  s t r uc t i ons

to be on the alert for otierations in direct support of the Eighth

  Y •

15 September. No major cha,nges had taken place in the over-

al l s i t u at i on and t he ma j or i t y of t he Luf t waf f e un i t s we r e r e s t -

ing. Although under instructions to support the Eighth /lrmy

13. Chapter 5, PP• 48-9.
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t he   • we r e unabl e t o ope r at e be c au s e of t he unf a v or abl e Ne a t he r .

lb 5eptember. The Eighth and Ter.th Armies continued to •nar-

r o r down t he pocke t at t he 3 zur e   i v e r , repe l l i n b Po l i s ii b r e ak -

ou t a t t e mpt s . 6•g ai n unf avo r abl e  cea t he r pr ev ent e d a i r mi s s i ons

dur i ng t i e f or enoon . Z,n t he a f t e r n oon , howev e r   t wo c onc e n i r at e d

  a nd h i gh l y e i i e c t i v e a t t a cks we r e f l own aga:i iis t l a•r ge Pol i s h

t r oop mov ement s no r t h o= Lo dz and nor t h of So cha ze W, g t t he s a,me

'
time units o.

i the First Air Fleet operatinb from Eastern Prussia

attac ed the Polish forces pocketed in the Kutno area.

17 Se tember. The Eighth   y had failed in ita efforta to

r  c l  i e v a a de c i s i v e dr i v e i n t o t ii e Pol i s h t r o op c onc e nt r a t i ons

nor t h of Lowi c z . Si n c e e ar l y mo rrzi n   ,•
t he Tent h Army ha d be en i n -

v ol v e d i n bi t t e r de f ens i v e bat   l e s a g a i n s t Pol i s h f or c e s a t t a ck i ng
 

from the west and a general crisis seemed to be developing.

In this critical overall situation all forces of the Special

Purpo s e s Ai r Commar.d we r e c ommi t t e d f r om dawn on i n a t t a•cks

against the large Polish troop mas3es at the Bzure 8iver, tliasion

after mission was flown , sone of the groups taking ofz" as many

as five times in quick succession. lhe en ire battle area Ras

v er i t a bl y pl oughe d up , a,n d t he e f f e c t s af t h i s l s r g e - s c al e s i r at -

t a ck we r e ov e rwhel mi n o ,   r ound mi dday al r ea dy , Pol i s h movEme '1L8

s t ar t e d t o dec r e a s e , a nd i r_ t he a f t e r no on t iie Pol i sh t r o aps
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we r e s o de mor al i ze d by t he co nt i nu ous ai r at t ack s t ha t t her t hr e w

their we pone away. In view of the complete defenselessnesa of

the Polish troops, the air attacka were halted at the request of

Ger man un i t co mman der s   and o nl y pa t r o l s wer e ma i n t a i n e d ov er

t he ba t t l e f i e l d . Al l i n al l , 820 ai r cr af t ha d unl o a de d appr oz i -

mately 856 000 pounds of bomb :on the Poliah forces. The evening

• report by the Special Purposss Ai
.r

Command to the Commander in

Ch i ef o f t he Luf t waf f e r e ad a s f o l l ows s
14 "I n ope r a t i on s i nvo l v -

ing four to fiPe missions each , the units of the Special Purpoaes

Afr Command completely broke the marale of the enveloped Polish

t r o op s   vho t hr e w away t he i r we apon a i n t he af te r no on . s   8 i oh t -

  hofen."

•
•18 Sep t embe r . The Four t h Ai r Fl e e t he l d s t r on  f or ae s , name-

l y , t he l s t Air Di v i s i on and t he un i t s of t he Spe c i al Pur po ae s

Ai r Command   r e ady f or con t i nue d par t i c i pat i on i n t he ba t t l e s

around Kutno, but no further air action was necessary. The lar ge

s c al e ai r a t ta ck s of t he pr ev i ou s day o n l y now be gro  n t o t ake f  i l l

e f f e c t . The y corap l e t e l y sha t t e r e d t he l aet ve i t i ge of Po l i s h

wi l l t o r e ai at , and had t he e f f e c t o f c l e ar i ng t he e n t i r e ba t t l e -

field on this and the folloWi.ng
days. IInder the immediate im-

presaion of battle events, the Army openly admitted the decisivel

T4. Fliegerfuehrer z.b.V. im Polenfeldzug, a compilation by
H. W . Deichmann , btunich , 1953; Karlsruhe Document Collection .
Se e I n t r o duc t i on t o Par t 2 , ab ov e .
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co nt r i but i on of t he Luf t waf f e t o t h e au c ce e s f u i ou t come of t he ba t t l e

at gutno. This appreciation is expresaed markedly in a message oa 10

September by teletype from Generaloberst von Reichenau , Commanding

Gener a l , Ten t h Army , t o Ge ner al von Ri c h t hof e n : '!he ro l e pl ay e d by

t he Zuf t waf f e wa s al l t he mor e r emar kabl e i n v i e w of t he f a c t t hat

,
air units participated simultaneously in the two battles of envelopment

• f ought i n t he c ent r al a re a of t he f ron t . Re pe at e dl y , unf av or abl e

Re a t he r condi t i ons made i t i mpo s s i b l e f or t he ai r un i t s t o f l y t he i r

missiona. Apart from a number of small scale attac  , they neverthe-

leas succeeded in carrying out three major attacks  namely , on 13 

16 , a.nd 17 Sept ember . I t wa s t hi s l as t at ta ck whi ch de ci de d t he i s sue

in the battle.
l5

_

1 5 . The Wehr mach t b tl l e t i n of 1 8 Sep t embe r co n t ai ne d t h e f o l l oWi n g pa s -

s a ge : "The Luf t waf f e ha s . . . . . e x e cut e d i t s a s s i gne d mi s s3.on i n t he e a s t .

Nume r ou s ai r and an t i ai r cf af t ar t i l l e r y un i t s h avie be en a s s enb l ed and

are available for oommitment in other areas." Karlsruhe Document Col-

lection.
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,_.  _  .  4
J .

O  hATI ONS BY TgE F I RST AND FOURTH AI R FLEETS

I N SiJPPORT OF THE ENVEI,OPI NG FL9Nk I N THE

NORTg gND SOUTH AREg S

Whi l e t he bu l k of Luf t waf f e f or c e a wer e t i e d down by di r e c t

support missions in the gutno battle of envelopment i
.n

the center ,

t he t wo ai r f l e e t a u s e d t he i r r e ms i n i ng f or c e s f or c ont i nuou s

•
bombing missions in the northern and sou thern areas in indirect

s uppor t of army oper a t i on s . They co nt i nue d t o condu c t s t r a t e g i c

ai r Rar f ar e , me a s ur e d by t he s a t ndar ds of t ho s e day s , i n t he f ar

r e ar of t he Po l i s h zo ne o f ope r at i ons an d i n t he Po l i sh i n t er i or ,

un t i 1 t he 1 7 Se pt embe r , on whi ch day i n t er ven t i on by t he Sov i e t

IInion began to narrow down these territoriea
16

  ese operations
_

pr odue e d no re a l l y de c i s i v e re su l t s i n t he s e n Be o f genu i ne ai r

we,r
f ar e . I t i a on l y na t ur al t h at t he i n t enai t y of ai r oper a t i ons

de cr e a s e d i n di r e c t pr opo r t i on t a t he t r ans f e r of ai r un i t s f r om

t he e a s t t o t he we s t .
l 7 Neve r t he l e s s , t he co nt i nuou s ai r ope r s r-

t i ons di d much i n de t e r mi ni.n g t he t i me r e qu i r eme n t s an d t he sucee

c e s s of t he f a r - f l un g ar my o per at i ons , f or whi ch t hey h ad bl a ze d

t he way f r om t he out s e t .

However,   ile the bomber units of the Fourth Air Fleet in

16. An account of the Soviet intervention followa in Chapter 7.
17. More details will be found in Chapter 6.
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southeastern Poland were committed in action almost completely

i n de pe nde n t of t he o t her air ape r a t i ons and e l mo s t e g c l u s i ve l y i n

direct support of ground operations by the Fourteenth Army , the

oper a t i on s of t he Fi r s t .  i r Fl e e t i n mo s t aa s e a we r e c l o s e l y l i nk ed

wi t h and d i r e c t l y af f e c t e d by t he de c i gi ve gr ound ba t t l e s of t he

entire campaign, in particular with the battle at Kutno and im-

• me d i a t e l y af t e r wi t h t he ba t t l e s f or t he P  l i ah f o r t i f i c at i ona .

Si nc e c ombat e v en t a i n t he c en t r a l er e a de c i de d t he e nt i r e Po l i ah

campaign , ao that the "Eighteen Day Campaign " came to an end al-

r e ady on 19 Se pt embe r , and be c aus e t he ba t t l e e f or t he f or t i f i os -

tions, which followed immediately   served merely to remove the

l a s t re mai ni n g Po l i s h s t r ongho l d a of r e s i s t anae   t he o per a t i onal

 

e nv e l opment mane uv e r s , par t i cul ar l y eo f ar as t he Luf t waf f e was9

c onc e rne d , x e r e on l y of i nc i den t a l s i gni f i cance .

I . FIRST AIR FLEET OPERATIONS IN TSE NORTHERN AREA.

Af t e r t r an sf e r of t he l s t Ai r Di u i s i on t o t he Four t h Ai r

Fl e e t a nd t h e s hi f t of mai n emph a s i s t o t he eou t he r n ar e a , of s hi d  

s h i f t t he t r an s f e r of t he i s t Di v i s i on  ra s a s i gn , t he uni t s of

t he huf t waf f e Command Ea s t er n Pr u s s i a wer e t he onl y f or e e s re me.i n-

i ng unde r eo nt r o l by t he Fi r at Ai r Fl e e t . The s e f or ce a had be en

r e i nf or e e d by uni t s of t he l s t Ai r Di v i s i on , par t i cu l ar l y t Y e

27th Bomber Wing   after 5 September. At this time, at the begin-

ni ng of the ba t t l e s of e nv e l opmen t at Rad om an d Bu t no , t he
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e,i r f or ce s s t a t i one d i n La s t e r n Pr us s i a we r e empl oy e d i n mi s s i ons

of i ndi r e c t suppor t f or t he I l  i r d and 1'our t h Ar ni e s , gppr ox i mat e l y

one - hal f of t he at t a c  : un i t s v e re enpl oy e d a s wha t mi f~;h t be c al l e d

e x t erLde d a r t i l l e r y . The 2d an a 27 t  i Bombe r Wi ng s f l ew r e .•

peated missions, the former at Ostrolenka and the latter at Lomza  

t o c ru s h Pol i s h r e s i s t anc e at t :  e Ì a r ev iii ve r .

T ze o t her un i t s of Lui° t ws,=r e Comma nd Eas t e rn Pr u s s i a   -er e
 

cor.li ,  i t t e d dur i ng t hi a pha s e ag a i r_s t t ne br i d ; e s i n War s aw

and t he Vi s t ul a Ri v e r br i due s f ar t r e r s out h . El emen t s We r e al s o

a s s i 6n e d t o pa t r ol t he Pol i s  i r a i l ro a ds and at t a ck t he r ai l

de ppt s  ;,.n d l i ne s i mme di a t e ;
.y

be hi nd t i :e Pol i s h f r ont a s We l l

a s o t he r r a_l i n s t al l a t i ons i m  e di a t el y ahe ad of t he Th i r d

  and Four t h gr mi e s a:id f ar t iier i n t   ,e Pol i s h r e ax i n nor t h-

Eastern Pola.nd. One bomber  T oup, the 3d Group, 27th Bomber Wing,

ha d be en a s s i   ne d t o Guder i an   s X.:.
X Pan ze r Co rp s f o r f l an k pr o t e c -

tion and reconnaissance ir. that cor
_
r. s  advance on Brest-Litovsk

a s t he e xt r eme ? e l t f l axdc Ge z  aan uni t . l oweve r , a i r - groun d c o ope r -

a t i on wa s no t v e r   - s a t i s f a c t or y ds r i ng t he t hr e e ds,  -s of s pe c i a l

a c t i on b y t h e bomUe r   r oup ; t   e r ai i d a dvanc e o  t he gr ound f or c e s

made proper contaet and communications betweeri the corps and the

s upp or t i ng a i r f o r c e s i mpo s s i bl e .  le v e r t he l e s s , a f ac t or whi ch

ha d an i mpor t a .nt oe ar i n   on t ne e nt i r e Germa.: f l ar:k move mEnt wa s

t : ze f a c  t t hat t h or ou gh a i r re c onns,i s s anc e on t he ea s t f l ank of
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of the panzer corp s at no t i me de t ec t e d any ser i ou s t hr e at fr om

t he east .

Th e ne w or gan i za t i on f or t he ai r f or c e s co  i t t e d i n Eas t er n

Pr u s s i a , and s i mu l t ane ou s l y t he ne W or gani z a t i on f or t he Fi r s t g i r

Fl e e t , be c ame e f f e c t i v e appr oxi ma t e l y on 10 Sep t embe r .
18 For m t he n

on the operationa of the air fleet must be considered separately

  f or t wo s e par a t e gr oupme nt s   wh i ch he re wi l l be ca l l e d Gr oup We s t

and Group East.

Gro up We s t co n t r o l l e d t wo ai r x i ng s , t he 27 t h Bombe r   Fi ng_.- -

Rith two   oups-- , and the 3d Bomber Wing--with two groups, besides

a t l e a s t one di v e - bombe r gr oup , maki ng a t o t al of at l e a s t f i ve

of f e n s i ve t y pe gr oups   wh i ch .   er e a v ai l e bl e to t he command un t i l

. •

20 September. Of a11 forces operating under Group West, the daily

af t e r a c t i on r e por t s o f t he 27 t h Bombe r Wi ng are av ai l ab l e i n f ul I
9

The n ewl y a s s i gne d zone of ope r a t i ons o f t he wi ng i nc l u ded t ar g e t s

ar ound and so u t h of War s aW. 7Pi t hi n t h e ge ner al pa t t er n f or t he

battle of Kutno, the wing had the mission of preventing the east-

ward escape of enveloped Polish forces and of preventing the move-

ment of Po l i sh r e pl a c emen t s and auppl i e s t o t he ba t t l e ar e a f r om

t he e a s t . For t hi s pur po s e i t wa s e s s e nt i al t o f l y cont i nuou s

missioas designed to interdict all rail and road communications

  DOm e a s t and a ou t he a s t t o t he ar e a , t o ha l t al l Po l i s h t r ans por -
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transportation movements and troop concentrationa, and to dsstroy

  all communicationa atill in existence. Surprisingly enough   how-

ever , the ezecution of this mission was not as simple as it appear

ead at first gla,noe. glthough conducted at very low altitides, 

reconnaissance produced no important results, so that the combat

` ., uni t s had t o ae ek t hei r own t ar ge t s f or at t ack wi thi n, t he ar eas

assigned to them. The Polish troops were w idely dispersed a.n
di

were usually concealed in forests. This made it necessary to attac

at low levels, a.n
d these attacks were very coatly and produeed

small visible effects.

• Conc e r ni n g t he o t he r wi ng , t he 3d Bombe r W1ng a.nd t he di v e-

bomber groups and their operations, practically nothing could

 

be established. For thia rea on t ' n t 'b ts i i s o po s s i l e o gi v e a.n

authentie account of the role played by the First Air Fleet in

t he ba t t l e a t Ku t no i n r e s pe c t t o t he number of mi s s i ons f l orrn

by t h e ai r f l e e t ' s un   t s , t he s i ze a of t ho ae a t t ac ks , o   t he

18. See Chapterl, II, III.

19. Nielaens Der Eiasatz der III.
,KG 27 (Boelcke ; Karlsruhe

Document Co1leCtion. .

i

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

3 

t h e i n t e n s i t y of t;r e co  i t man t s , i  c weve r   t h e a  .r f l e e t ca nn o t

h a v e p l a,ye d a v eT    i mp or t an t r ol e ,

I n i t i al l y , t h e n e wl y e s t a b l i s ii e u Gr o u p   a s t h a a o n l y t h e l s t

1̀ r a i n i n   wi n   wi t t  2 b omb e r b r o u p s , t h c 2 d Bo  o e r  Pi n a vri t h 2

b omb e r   •o u p s , a n d t h e 3 d v r a u p , 2 j t h Eomb e r  'Ji n      c •a .
k i n ;; a t a t al

o f f i v e b or  b e r   ,' r o   .p s . .
I il a u  : i t i o n , i   c a n b e 3 ;; s :u ne d wi -  h c e r -

t a i n t y t    a t t i,. e c o mma n d wa s a s s i  ;r _e d c n e t wi n - e n  --i n e i i   h t e r Er o u p ,

_
name l y , t iic-. l s t Gr oup , l s t   i .r i  i n   , ar.3 p o s s i bl y a no t h er di v a -

b om  er   r ou p . Si n c e t h e 'r  o  :o e r  ;r oup s oi th c: l s t Tr a i n i n  ;   i n  ; we r e

t r a r_s f e r r e a t o t i   e Zon e of I : t c r i o r a   e a r 1J a s on ? b Se p t en o e r

t h c c o -m;a r d i  e t a i ne o i n p r a c   i c e orll  r t :l r z e c orib e r   r ou o s , of wh i cn

i t a l s o l o s t   h p 3 a  : r ou F , 2  t '_:   o  :b e r ;  i n   , t;'r r ou  ; h t r a .n s f e r on

` 20 Se p t c cbe r . On 1 ;  Sep t e   be r t he r ea d qk sx  t e r s s   a.
f f of t }ie ? s t

Lu f t v a f f e •l r a i n i n  ,-
  i v   .s i on - - w}_i c    wa s t }.   t a c t i c a l f or ce of Gr oup

L a s t , vra s c,l s o t r a '  s f e r r e a t o t :  e we s t . I t; i s t hu s ev i s e nt t ha t

t :  e c r. t i r e G-r oup -  a s t c om. na.n d i r_ t r u t h wa s on l y a v er y t en p or a r y-

c r e a t i on wh i c i  a i ;;s o l v e d au t oma t i c a l l y du r i n  t h e op e r a t i on un de r

n i s cu s s i on . Iiev e r t h t l e s s , t h c c o    an c: di d cax r y ou t a f s w

op er a t i on s vrî ,_ch I  a a z s i  ;rs f i c a n t i mp s,c t on a v er a l l dev e l opmen t s

i r. t :  e e s,s ;, .

l n e p r i mar y mi s s i on c i Gr ok p   a s t   ra s t o c l o s e t iie a r ea e a s t

o f t h e Vi s t u l a a   : : r r e ve n t t he rr.oveme n t o.
i Pol i s h f or c e s f r on t h e

de e p Pol i s h i :2t Q=i or t o pTa,r a s  rs< a   ,w a r u t o i r_ c :_r di c t r a i l all d
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roa,d tranaportation , particularly from Brest and Lublin. The ope-

rations of Group East were designed primarily to cause syatematic

destruction of the northeastern Polish rail network , and thia pur-

po s e   a s a c   i e v e d t o a f u l l e x t en t be c au s e of t he co mpl e t e l ack

o f Po l i ah oppo s i t i on . Howev e r , onl y t wo gr oup a of t he 2d Bombe r

Wi ng r emai ne d commi t t e d i n t he s e ope r a t i on s af t e r t he e ar l y wi t h dr aw-

•
al of t he t hr e e bombe r gr oup s r e f e r r e d t o a bove . On abou t 14 Sep-

te mber we a t he r c ondi t i ons de t er i or a t e d i n t he who l e of t he ar e a of

Nor t he rn Po l and. , so t ha t e v e n t he re mai ni n g t wo bomber gr oups we r e

seriously restricted in their operations. Nevertheless, their re-

  mainder in the area at least made it poeaible to carry out a number

of mi as i on s con s o nant wi t h t he curr en t co nc e pt s of at r a t e gi a ai r
•

war f are . Gro up Eas t di d no t par t i ai pat e i n t a c t i c a l ai r s uppor t

ope r at i o ns f or t he Ar  my   wi t h t he e x c e pt i on of f i gh t er s empl oy e d

irregularly and in small unita to protect the Fourth Army on its

s ou t hx ar d adv anoe . The s e un i t s di d no t co nt a,c t ho s t i l e f or ce s .

In a summary assesament of the share of the First Air Fleet

i n t he f i nal ba t t l e s f ou   t i n t he no r t he r n ar e a s of Po l and t h e r e -

su l t i a r e l a t i v e l y ne g a t i v e . Wi t h i t s s t e adi l y de cr e a s i ng a t r i ki ng

poxer t e a3r fleet participated only indirectly in the decisively

i mpo r t an t b at t l e a we s t of t he Vi s t u l a , by compl e t e l y pr eve nt i n g

Polish rail aad road traffio in northern and northeastern Poland.
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This action had a dual effects (1) it prevented the asaembly of

neW Polish forces and the movement of such forces westward for par-

ticipation in the decisive battles fought there 3 and (2) it prevente

t h e ea s t war d e s c ape o f s i z abl e Po l i s h f or c e s f r om t he Ger man env e l op-

men t . Dur i ng t he de c i s i v e ba t t l e s o f t he campai g n , t he Fi r s t Ai r

Fl ee t t hu s s cr e ene d t he Ger man f or c e s a gai ns t i nt e r f er e n c e f r om t he

• e as t .

I I .   URTH AI R FLEET I N THE SCJUì'HFNN AaEA.

Conc er ni n g t he o r ga ni z at i on , s t r en gt h , and mi s s i on s of t he

of f en s i v e f ar c e s under t h e Four t h Ai r Fl e e t af t er 6 Se pt embe r , t he

f o  l o wi ng de t ai l s ar e kno wa s

The number of units controlled by the Special Purposes Air
 

Command i ncre a s e d s t e adi l y unt i l 7 Sep t embe r
?  Fr om t he n on un t i l

t he e nd o f t he campai gn , t he s e f or ce s r emai ned c ommi t t ed i n t he

center  initially participating in the Radom and Sutno battles of

envelopment snd later in the final operations againat the fortres-

ae s of War s aR and   o dl i n . Dur i n g t he s e s t a ge s of t he c ampai gn t he

co mmand wa s onl y f orma l l y under t he c ont r o l o f t he Four t h   i r Fl e e t .

The lst Air Division also was committed in the center with its

• f or c e s f l u c t ua t i ng co nt i nuou s l y i n s t r e ng t h and eo mpo s i t i on . Ac -

t ua l l y , i t wa s a di v i s i on on l y i n name . I t w as t r ans f e r r ed to t he

west on lq September .
22
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Ri ght up t o t he e nd o f t he c amp ai gn t he 2d Ai r Di v i s i on wa e

t he on l y ma j or ai r uni t commi t t e d i n t he s ou t h . For t he pe r f or ma nae

of i t s a s s i gne d mi s si on s t h e di vi s i on con t r ol l e d t he f o l l oe i ng

uni t s s

l s t Bomber  6i ng wi t h 2 gr oups ; 4 t h bombe r wi ng wi t h 3 gr oupa ;

26 t h Bomber 9Pi ng wi t h 2 gr oup s ; 55 t h Bomber Wi ng wi t h 2 gr oups ;

76th Bomber Wing with 2 groups.•

During t oe period under discuasion here the 2d Air Division

t hu s h ad a f or ae t o t a l l i n g 11 bombe r gr ou ps . The ?7 th Bombe r 4fi ng .

me anwh i l e h ad be en t r a ns f er r e d t o t he Spe c i al Pur po s e s   i r Comman 

gr ou s
and even the remaining 11 bomber

 
ere at no time available to the

di v i s i on a t t he i r f u l l s t r eng t h . Tr an s f er s t o t he We at commen aed

•

20. Chapter 1  ITI , above.
21 . For o per a t i on s of t he un i t e of t he Spe c i a l Piu  po s e s Ai r Comma nd

s e e Ch ap t er s 4 and 5 , Par t 2 .
22. The opera t i ona of t he l s t Ai r Div i s i on ar e de s cr i be d i n Chapte r

3•
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as early as on 12 Septembe ¢, When the 26th Bomber Group moved out,

an d o n 19 Sept ember di v i s i on he adqu ar t er s f o l l o  red xi t h t he maj or i t y

of the units still under its control.

gs described in the case of the Fir et Air Fleet, in the north ,

t he l ar ge ai r uni t s ope r a t i ng under t he Four t h Ai r Fl ee t di eappea   

wi th i n a r e l a t i v e l y sh or t t i me . Owi ng t o t he c ont i nuoua chan8a of

• un i t s a s s i gn e d and t o t he r emo t ene s a of t hi s ar ea f r om t he s c ene of

t he ma i n ba t t l e s f ough t i n t he t he a t e r , i t i s e Yt r emel y d i f f i cul t t o

ob ta i n de t a i l s co nce r n i ng t he mi s s i on s f l o wn .

Conc er n i gg t he c onc ep t s of t he Comma nde r i n Chi e f o f t he Luf t -

waffe on the conduct of operations in the southern regions of Poland

t he f o l l o  i ng c an be s t a t e d : Thi s ar e a , t he co mma nd zone of t he 2d

' Ai r Di v i s i on had r e c e i v e d c ar e f ul at t en t i on a t an e ar l y at a ge . 

Whi l e t he cr i s i s Wae dev e l opi ng we s t of War s aw and Rhi l e a t t he s ame

t i me t he or i gi nal ope r a t i ona l t ar g e t , War s a  , wa s comi ng s t e adi l y

mor e and mo r e i n t o t   oe f or e gr ound , t he t e ndenc y be c ame i ncr e a s i ng l y

al e ar a t t he Luf t a af f e Hi gh Command t o pr e pare f or t he dev e l o pme n t

of a ne w ar e a of mai n ef f or t i n ai r ope r at i ons i n t he s ou t h . Thi s

tendency is revealed   if by no other fact,then by the fact that

the 2d Air Division included all strategic bomber forces. Other

e v i de nce i s t he pl an of ope r a t i on s f o r t he 7 t h Ai r Di vi s i on i n t he

Yaroslav region.
23

  23 . Mo r e de t ai l s on t h i s subj e c t iri 11 be f oun d i n Chap t e r 7 .
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Al on g t he s ame l i ne of t hough t wa s t he pl an t o t r ans f e r t o

Southern Polan d as soon as possible the units of the Special Pur-

poaes  ir Command, so as to obtain an overwhelmin ly strong a.
ir

poWe r co nce n t r a t i on i n t he s out h ag ai n s t t he e v ent ua l i t y of l a t e r

comba t ope r a t i ons i n t he r e gi on of Ga l i c i a .   r d s t i l l f nr t her oo n-

f i r ma t i on i s av ai l ab l e i n t he f a c t t ha t   dur i ng t he ba t t l e at Ku t no ,

  the lst Bomber Wing was taken from the lst 6ir Division and trans-

f e r r e d t o t he 2d Ai r Di vi af on f or c ommi t ment i n Gal i c i a wi t h t he

s pe c i f i c mi s s i on of a t t ack i ng r ai l r o a d t ar ge t s i n t he ge ne r al are a

of Lv ov .

Howe ve r , ac t u al de v e l opmen t s i n t he ai t ua t i on s oon compe l l e d

t he Luf t waf f e Hi gh Command t o make en t i r e l y di f f er en t pr e par at i ons .

_ The s e new de v e l o me nt s h ad t h e f o l l owi n t hr ee r e s ul t a   1 The ne c e sP g   )

s i t y be c ame i ne s c apab l e t o pr o t e e t t h e r i ght f l ank of t he Ger man

mov eme n t a ga i n s t any t hr e a t by Po l i sh f o r ce s Wh i ch mi ght be ne wl y

or gan i ze d ; ( 2 ) Ac t i on had t o be t a ken to pr ev ent t he s ou t he a s t war d

e s c ape of Po l i sh f or c e s ; a.nd ( 3 ) I t be c atqe   ece s s ar y t o ke e p t he

Rumanian frontier under very careful observation, grimaril  to

pr eve nt Po l i s h t r o op s f r om cr o s s i ng t he bor de r . For t h i s pur po s e ,

sy s t e ma t i c ope r a t i ons ag ai n at al l r a i   r ou t e s f c om t he Lv ov ar e a

t o 8 umani a wa.Be or der ®d r e pe a t e dl y . Con s i d  r a t i on e ve n was gi v en t o

the possibility that Rumanign railway rolling atock might be used
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t o suppor t t he Pol i s h A ."'my wi t t  t  um.ani an s uppl i e s of ma t e f i e l .

  1,1 1 t he s e ne w l i ne s of t hough t r e su ]. t e d i n a cl ea r l y de f i ne d

emphasis on rail interdiction operations in Southeastern Po3.an
d.

' Di re c t i ve   15 by t h e Comma nde r i n Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e and da t e d

15 September
z4

thro cs some light on the type of operations intended

.
 

• in this connection. For quite some time ooth air fleets and their

units had ceased efforts to interdict rail traffic by attacks a,ga
inst

'
,rail depots and junctions, since experience had shoWn that sucu

p o i n t s us ua l i y 1  a d s t r ong ant i ai r cr af t ar t i l l e ry de f ens e s . I t

had also been found that destructions were never thorough enough

to prevent on early resumption of traffic at least on a feR
.

 tracks, lhe new tactics simed at employing very s©a.
ll units,

  r angi n ; f r om i ndi v i dual pl ane s t o f l i gh t - s i ze un i t s , ,
i n l ow- I ev e l
 

attacks a,ga
inst the open way,   henever possible in cuttings or

a t man- made s t r uc t ur e s , i  hen s u c c e s s f ul , s uch a t  t a c ks no t onl y

blocked danaged routes, but also the rail depots in both direc-

tions until the dar ge was repa ed. These ne  tacties had been

applied previously with success and continued in use trs oughout

t hc  Pol i s h c a.mp a i gr  .

In broad out ine the missions of the 2d 1ir Division can be

 4'dppendix 54  
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c an be f or mul at e d a s f o l l o ws s I n c l os e c o o pe r a t i on wi t h Ar my

Gro up Sou t h t he ai r d i v i s i o n wa s t o pr ov i de dir e c t and i n di r e c t

su ppor t f or t ha t ar my g roups aou t he r n s pe ar he ad ar my , t he Four -

teenth Army , and on request was to intervene in ground action

supporting the army 's advanoe. Units of the air division Rere

t o i n t e r di c t r a i l and r o ad t r af f i e i n t he f ar Pol i s h r e ar i n

  or de r t o pr even t t he s ou t he a s t war d wi t hdr a  al of de f e a t e d Po l i ah

f or ce s . Uni t s al s o wer e t o pa t r o l t he g umani an f r on t i e r aAd

prevent all cross-froatier traffic

The s e mi s s i on s wer e e a e cu t e d i n t he f o l l o  ri.ng manne r s

The Mission of Army Support. In the cross-9istula 81ver

pursuit operations, Which lasted from 10-20 September   offensive

_- units of the 2d Air Division intervesed when o erationa reeededP

e a s t war d f r om t he Vi s t u l a Ri v er . Ea e t of t he Ri v er di vi s i ona l

e l e me nt s t ook over pur s ui t of t he r e t r e a t i n g Po l i s h f or c e s and

were highly successful. Other divisional elements supported

the ground foroes in pursuit of the Polish units aaross the San

River. Finally , divisional bomber units supported Army opera-

tiona in the ultimate battlea at hemberg and Tomaszov,

The Rai l and Ro ad I n t er di c t i on Mi s s i on . Her e i t appe ar s

that main emphasis throughout vras againat the rail routes in

Southern Poland. The objectives assigned for attack were s the
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Rze s cov - Pr ze r y s l - LVOV r ou t e   t 'r e Lu bl i r_- Sok al - Lv ov - St r y j a r e a ,

t he Y'a r o s l av - Lv ov r oa d   an d t h c Lv ov a r e a i n ,;-en Pr a l . Cont i nu ou a

uorab i n g n i s s i oi  s we r e f l own a ba i n s t Lv ov , i;h e ma i n r a i l j un c t i on

in Southeastern Poland  and aiming seena to rave been particularly

good in these attactis, unfortunatuly, horrever, there is no possi-

b i l i t y t o a s c e r t a i n t iis r e s ul t s i n a, tv d e t a i l .

'l h e r r on   i e r Pa t r ol h i s s i on , li n der or der s f r or. . t h e Lu:i t wa f f e
  • -

  i  ,
ii Co    a n a t he 76 t h 3 ombe r  li n g di s pl a ce d t v Iueu ci or f , Sl ov ak i a ,

ori ? S  ::p t emb er , r r cm Ne _ e t h e   ;i ?2    a un i t s wer e a b l e t o ma i n t a i n

e t f e c t i ve c o nt l •ol of t iie ne a r by Pol i s h -
F  .  an i an f r or  t i e r a n d a l l

e ommu r i c a t i en s b e t w:: e n t n e t tiro c ou n t r i e s , s.nd t o t ak e c e    b a t a c -

t i on wi  e n e v e r n e c e s s a r   -, laev e r t n e l e s s , t :zc wi ng vra s un a bl e t o

• p r e ve n t t  i e mov eme n t of l a -_  ; e Pol i s h a r c y f or ce s a c r o s s t h e

no r dar i n t o r 2u t r a l Ru mani a .    i   r e c a .n b e n o dou b t t h a t t h i s wa s
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due to faulty tactical reconnaissa,nce and operations, the causes

of which cannot be established at this late date. It is poseible

  that the Poles restricted all west to ea,e
t movements to night

in order to sscape German aaylight reconnaissance. They had given

evidenoe previously i
.n numerous movements and combat activities

in a11 areas of their aptitude at camouflage and concealment

against air reconnaissance.  
•

The role played by the Fourth Air Fleet in operations in

the southern areas of Poland can be summarized ae folloWSS ilhile

l ar ge f or ce s Wer e s t i l ]  c ommi t t e d i n oper a t i ons euppor t i ng t he

.
Armg in the center  the air fleet once again was able to conduct

operational warfare of the old style in the southern axees of

`   Poland. In spite of all theoretical considerationa  this type

of Warfare seems to have retained primary importance in the

ove r al l oper at i ons of t he Zuf t waf f e . I t i e di f f i eul t t o

judge in retrospect  hat impact this aperational air warfare in

,
the extreme southern areas had on the overall operations of the

Army in Poland, In assessing the value of the overall operationg

of the Fourth Air Fleet it ehould be remembered  ho rever  .
that

the air fleet not only supported the Fourteenth grmy di-

r e c t l y ax  d i ndi r e e t l y , bu t t h a t i t al s o s uppor t e d ar my uni t s

Whi ch ha d adv axlc e d f ar b ey ond r e a ch of t he i r suppl y ba s e s . Ti me
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and a ga,i n t he s y s t ema t i c al l y c ondu c t e d au ppl y oper at i ons of t he

ai r f l e et we r e a b l e t o mai n t ai n t he at r i ki ng power of t he s e Ar my

units.

I n c l o s i ng i t ap pe ar s ne ce s s ar y t o r e v i e w br i ef l y . on ce agai n

t he f i na l o pe r a t i o na l war f ar e c onduc t e d by bo t h ai r f l e e t a i a c on-

ne c t i on wi th t he l a s t e f f or t s of t he Po l i sh Supaceme Command t o

- re c ov e r ope r a t i ona.l f r e e dom e a s t of t he Yi s tu l a Ri ve r .
  S

Whi l e t he

ba.t t l e s we s t o f t he Yi s t ul a we r e s t i l l i n pr o gre s s   r e c o nns i s s ance

e a s t of t he r i v er gra du al l y de v e l o pe d t he f o l l o+ i ng pi clku re t Be-

f or e t he Ger man Four t e en t h Army e l eme nt s of t he Pol i s h s out he rn

ar my we r e f al l i ng ba ck on L  v , t o co n t i nue t he i r wi t h dr awal t o x ar d

Tarnopol. The bulk of the Polish forces were endeavoring to with-
 

draw northeastward, roughly to a line from Rovneto Kovel  where

l a r ge co nce n t r at i ons wer e de t e c t e d mov i ng on r ai l and r o ad r ou t e s

and wi t i  i n s e t t l e me nt s . At t he s ame t i me r ai l an d r oad move me n t s

x e r e de t e c t e d f r om t he Wa r s aw- Br e s t l i ne t o t he s ou t he a s t . The

f or oe s i nvo l v e d h er e we r e t ho s e whi ch ha d f ai l e d t o cr o s s t he

Vistula up- and downstream from Warsaw and other elements with-

dr awi ng be f or e t he gr owi n g pr e s sur e o f t h+e Ger ma n Thi r d l r my and

t he ne wl y e s t abl i she d Ge rman Four t h Ar my f ar t her e a s t . Ot he r

mov emen t s wer e obs er ve d f r om t he ge ne r a l ar e a of Bre s t t o nor t h-

e a s t . Ap ar t f r om t he g ene r al Pol i s h r e t r o gr ade mov e me n t s   i ndi vi -

dual rail movements gradually came into prominence which indicated
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that the Poliah comu and nad male a start at reorganizing what

wa s i e f t of i t s f or c e s .

J u dgi n g by t he di r e c t i on of t h e Pol i s n r e t r ogr a de mo veme n t s ,
.

topogrs,phical iactors, and the rail situation , only one

p os s i bi l i t y s e eme d t o e xi s t f or che or ` ar:i zat i o n oi new Pol i s h

iorcess  ̀he  
.gantic

Pripet marshes divide Eastern Poland into two

s e pa,r a t e par t s ; t ne r e f or e t he or}.l.y p o s s i bi l i t y wa s t o or g an i ze

_
a s ou t her n   r oup droun d Rovne -  i oJ e l -   r odv̀ a_Y d a n or t he r n gr oup of

for ces in the gencral area of  ars,nov
ice-hida-Yolkovysk. Once

Ger man f or ce s s uc c e e de d i n c ap t  ar i ng t he i mpor t an t t r af f i c c e nt e r

of 3 r e s t , t he t wo g r oup s of Pol i s h f or c e s woul d hav e t o re l y f or

 

  5 ' i  . Spe i dal , Der Ei ns at z de r Luf t waf f e 1, 9 3 : ; ha r l s r uhe
Document Collection   Vol. 1.
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c or_t ac t wi t li e a c h ot i  e r ex cl u s i v e l y or_ one r a i l r aa d wil i ch e xt en de d

alon  trle Soviet-riussian border from t ovne to Barar_ovice, Once the

Polish movements had been properly interpreted, the o erationsl

Luf t wa z f e h   ri onl y on e ob j e c t i    e : t o d a s t r e    t he mov i r.g col um.n s

on r o a ds a n u t he r a i l t r oon t r an s ;- or t s i n or  l e r f r a  n t r.e ou t s e t -

t o   ia  : e any or   an i z e d c otl t r ol oi d n e w Pol i sh ©i l i t a r y op er a t i on

i mp os s i ol e .  y or t   i s r e a s on , 4i -   un i t s a , t a ck e d a nci a e s t r cy e d

•

  j _ ,a._   . r a i l r oa d s i i  L: c s au t h e a s t e r n a ii ci :  or t ize a s t e r n ar e a s a s rre l l

a s a l l r ou t e s   orLn e c t i r   t i e t yro a r e a s ; 2 s a r e s u l t , t i;e t r o op

t r a rn5p or t t r a .i n s   rEr e il el d u  ,, e v e r   wh e r e , wii c h l e d t o t r a f f i c j s,:  s

i n a l l r a i l d ep o t s , i :e   ;.n.vrh i l e , o t i  e r a i r u n i t s a t t a c l.   d an d

c e s t r oy e d or s c a t   e r e d v e r  c l e c ol u mn s   :u r.:a r ci  i n a t r oop s on a l l

,
' r o a a s , wh i l e y e t o t h e r u ni t s   ur s u e d t li   Pol i s ii n e a d qua r t e r s s t a =f

an d t h e Po l :  sh Gov e r nme r_t on t h c i r i '1 i „ 'a t f r om   ar s aw t hr ou   Lu 't;l i n

t o t i  e l uma n i a.   b o r ci e r , b on b i n  , t h c n ou t; oi t :, e i r qu a r t e r s e a ch

da y , s o t : a t t i_e y wc r e u n a bl e t o e x er c i s e a ny con t r ol ov er t he

i l e e i ng Pol i s li t r oo  s .

I n t       wa   t h e Lui t vra f l e u a d a l r e a d  r a ]_s o be a t e n wha t vra s

l e   t of Pol i sil z or c e s e a s t oi t h e    i s t u l s,
  :i v e r by t hc t i me Sov : e t

f o r c e s 'on 17 Sep t e mb e r c r os s e d t h e SoJ i e t   u s s i a.n - Pol i s a b or ae r

a  : d cap t  . r e d t h e c ompl e t e l y l e e,de =i e s s t ol i s h t r oop s .
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C  T  R 5

WARSAW, '1'HE FOCAL POI NT OF AI R g TTACK

'  For c ent ur i ers pa s t War s aW ha s be en t he i n t e l l e c t u 81   ec onomi -

cal, military , and political heart of  oland. It still held this

po s i t i on at t he ou t br e ak of ho s t i l i t i e s i n 19 39 , f o r whi ch re a so n

i t qu i t e na t ur al l y ha d t o be t he mai n ob j e ot i ve of a l l a t t ac k s by

 
the Luf t waf f e and t he Ger man Army . The c i t y wa s a l so of e nor mou a

i mpor t an oe wi t h i n t he en t i r e   o l i s h s y s t em of communi c a t i on s , be -

c aus e a l l r out e s of c ommuni c a t i on f r am e a st and we s t co n  er ge d on

the large bridge s across the Vistula River in the city. The whole

pl an of ope r at i ons by t he Ger man co mman d was ba s e d on ar my ope r a-

t i ona so conduc t e d t ha t t he ma i n Ge rman a t t a ck f or ae   t he Ta1 t h
 

Ar  y , o per a t i ng f r om Si l e s i a , cou l d dr i ve di r ec t l y on War s aw i n or -

der t o s e i ze t hi s v i t a.l l y i mpor t ant ce nt e r of a i l Po l i s h ac t i v i t i e s

as soon as poasible and thereby prevent its exploitation by the

Po l i s h c omma nd f o r mi l i t ar y , po l i t i c al , an d ar mame n t pur pos e s .

I t pro v e d i mpo s s i bl e t o e x e cu t e t h i s pl an wi t hou t f r i c t i on .

The pa.a ze r s pe ar he a ds of t he   en t h Army admi t t e dl y re ac he d t he
i

s ubu r bs of War s aw a s e ar l y a s on 8 Sep t embe r , bu t t he re wa s no pos -

s i bi l i ty f or an i mme di a t e e x p l oi t a t i on of t hi s s uc ce s s f ul dr i ve

be c aus e t he Thn t h ®.r my ahor t l y t he r e af t e r f ound i t ae l f compe l l e d

t o f or e go War s aw a s i t s pr i mar y obj e c t i ve and r e gr oup i t s f a r c e s

,
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for westward defense and to eliminate the threat which had develoged

i n i t s r e ar . Thi s ne ce s s i t y Wa s due t o t he f a c t t ha t al l Ger ma n

Army an d Luf t waf f e f or ce s av ai l a bl e f as a t t ac k wer e t i e d up dur i ng

 
t he de c i s i v e l y i mpor t an t day s i n t he bat t l e at g u t no .

26

I t was on l y af t er t he su c ce a s f ul c onc l u s i on of t he ba t t l e a t

" Ku t no , i n t he s e cur i ng of wh i c h t he Luf t x af f e pl aye d t he ma j or r ol e  

,
t ha t t he Ar my and t he Luf t waf f e once agai n wer e f r e e t o con cen t r a.t e 

on t he dr i v e on War s aw. By t ha t t i me t he Ge rman   ar d Ar my , o pe r a-

  t i ng f ro m Ea s t er n Pru s s i a , ha d adv anc e d e a s t of t he Vi s t u l a Ri v er

a s f a r a s Pr ag a , t he i mpor t a,n t s ubur b of Wax s aw e a s t of t he r i ve r

whe r e mo s t of t he wo rk i ng c l a s s e s l i ve d . Thi s pr a ct i c al l y c l o s e d

t he Po l i sh capt t al of f f r om and t o t he e a s t , a nd al s o s e v er ed al l

"  ' ma i n appr o ach r ou t e s i n ei t he r d i r e c t i on . Howev er   t hi a di d not

s o w e t he pr o b l e m whi c h War s aw pr e s e nt e d by a l ong way . Thi s pr o b-

l e m onl y be c ame one of ma j or i mpor t ance f o r t he Ge rman Ar my and Luf t

waf f e a gai n on abou t 20 Sep t ember , when me a s ur e a cou l d be i n t r o du  ed

ai mi ng a t t he compl e t e i nve a t me nt of t he c i t y , wh i c h me anwhi l e ha d

de v e l ope d i n t o a f or t r e s s . Fr om t hen on unt i l t he e nd of t he c am-

pa i gn  ar s aw wa s t he ma i n t ar ge t of a t t ack f or t he Luf t Waf f e . Her e  

t he pr o bl e m f or t he Luf t Waf f e wa s one of f our f aa e t s : ope ra t i ons

had t o be c ondu c t e d a gai n s t t he c i t y a s t he c en t er of Po l i eh ai r

power and of t he Po l i s h ai r cr af t i ndus t r y ; a s t he ce a t er of Po l i sh

mi l i t ar y and pol i t i c al l e ade r s hi p and of t he e.i .  i  en t i ndus t r y a s
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su ch   a s t he f o c al po i n t of Po l i s h communi ca t i ons ; and a s a f or t r e s s

Ai r ope r a t i on a ag ai n s t War s ax pr e s ent a ve r y var i ed pi c t ur e  

i n xh i ch t he i n t er pl ay o f ai r an d gTOUnd ope ra t i ons i s c l e ar l y i l -

l u s t r a t e 3 . The pha s e o f oper a t i onal s i r War f ar e Wa s f ol l o xe d by t he

pha s e i n whi ch t he Luf t waf f e s e r ve d a s a su bs t i t u t e f or s i e g e ar t i l -

l e ry . I n t h i s pha s e   Whi ch Wa s t o de c i de t he out c ome of t he c a. npa i

onl y a f r ac t i on of t he f or c e s o f t he Luf t Waf f e wer e empl oy ed , s i ncae

 
, t he bu l k o f al l Ger man ai r f or ce s ha.d a l r e ady be en t r an s f e r re d t o

t he w e s t er n t he a t er of oper at i on s .

..

2b. See Chapter 3  pp. 17 ff.
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I n s p i t e o f t he nume r ou s c hange s i n t he a s si gnme nt of t ar ge t a

and in the development of power concentrations , and in spite of

t he de cr e a s i ng numbe r of Luf t waf f e uni t s par t i f i pat i ng , i t i a po s -

s i bl e t o di s ce e n a ma t e r i a.l an d chr ono l   gi c al pat t er n f or t he

ome r al l oper a t i on s agai n s t War s ax . The ge ne r al t en or of o per a-

t i ons t hr ou   ou t t he day s o f comba t her e wa s uni f or m, and t he

i whol e ope r at i on can be summari ze d i n seven pha se s of ba t t l e .

THE FIRST PHASE OF THE BATTLE

• 1- 2 Sep t embe r s At t ack s agai n s t t he Po l i s h   t r For oe s

i n t hs War s aw Ar e a

1 September. As part of the all-out attack againat the Polish ai 

f or c e s pl a nne d f or t he f i r s t day of t he campai gn , Ger man a i r uni t s
 

al r eady i n t he e ar l y mor ni ng a t t acke d t he s i r f i e l ds s i t ua t e d   n
 

t hs out sk i r t s of War eaw, na me l y at Oke c i e and Mo l o t ov   Re s i de n-

tial quarters a.n
d the civilian population in general were not

af f ec t e d by t he s e a t t a ck s ag ai ns t s t r i o t l y mi l i t ar y t ar ge t s
?7

Ac cor di n g t o Oper a t i ona l Pl a n We i s s
28

pr e par a t i ons f ur t he r wer e

t o be ma de f or a conce n t r a t ed a t t a ck by a l l f or ce s c ommi t t e d

ag ai ns t We i s s t o at r i ke t he mi l i t ar y i ns t a l l a t i ons an d ar ma.•

me nt Wo rks i n War s aw on t h e af t er noon of t he f i r s t day o f at t a c k .

The at t a c k w a s t o be l aunc he d on r e c e i p t of t he c ode wor d Wa s s e r -

kant 8 . The p l an.
i f or t hi s o pe r a t i on and t he t ar ge t a s s i gn me nt a

27 . Se e Par t 2 , Ch . 2 en d 3   PP • 24 f f .
28. See Part 2, Ch. 1., pp. 1 ff.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

44

Wer e di r e c t e d e x c l u s i v e l y i n a c c or da nc e wi t h t he mi l i t ar y s i gni f i -

c anc e of t he o bj e c t i v e s i nvo l ve d . Howev er , unf a v or ab l e we at h er co n-

di t i ons ma,de i t ne ce s s ar y a l r e ady e ar l y on 1 Se pt embe r t o ha l t ope -

rations in execution of the plan4 prepared.
29

2 September . As part of the general counter-air mission , special

or de r a  re r e i s su e d t o i n sur e ade qua t e ai r r e c o nnai s s ance ov e r War s aw

• On t he ba s i s of t he r e conn ai s s an ce re s ul t s ob ta i ne d   t hs War s aW-

Oke c i e ai r f i e l d Ra s a g ai n t ak en under a t t a ck . At t ack s a ga i n s t t hr e e

ra di o s t a t i ons i n War s aw a l s o we r e ex e cu t ed a c cor di ng t o or der s ,

but no details have become known on the results obtained. Plans for

Operation l asserkante also were again taken up but once again had

  o be dr o ppe d . I n t he ni ght of 2- 3 Se pt ember t he Luf t wa f f e a gai n
•

included attacks on WarsaW in its operational planning ana arders

 re r e i s sue d f as a bombe r s quadr on oper a t i n g f r om Ea s t er n Pr ua s i e,

t o a t ta ck t he war s a r- Oke c i e ai r f i e l d . I n t h i s at t ack i nhab i t e d

districts of WarsaR also suffered.
30

Thu s , t h e f i r st pha s e of ope r at i ons wa s char a c t er i zed by co8 nt e

ai r o per a t i ons a nd by t he p l an f or a.n al l - ou t at t ack on War s s w

( Ope r a t i on Wa s s er kan t e )
, wh i c h wa s p l anne d and abandon ed t wi c e .

THE SECOND PHASE OF AI R 4PEP ATIONS

  - b Se p t ember s Rai l I n t e r di c t i on Ope r a t i ons a  ound Wa r s aw

29 . Par t 2 , Ch . 2 , PP. 1 2 f f .30. Par t 2 , Ch . 3 , PP• 33•
i
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31. Pert 2, ch. 3., p. 24.
32. Ibidf Ch. 4, P• 46•
33• Ibid, ch. 4  p• 4?•
34  Ibid, Ch. 6  p. 83.

 

 
.
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The d i r ec t i ve a t o t h:.
Fi r s t and Four t h g i r Fl e e t s oo nt a i ne d

no men t i on of V ar s aw a s a t ar ge t of at t ac k3l Howev er , t he Fi r s t

Ai r Fl e e t di d i nc l ude War s aw i n i t s ope r at i ons a s wi l l be r ev e al e d

i n t he f o l l owi ng pa s s a ge s .

3 Sep t embe r . Or der s f r om t he Wehrmacht Hi gh Command pr e s c r i be d mai n

emphasis in air operations to be plaeed on attacks against Polish

t ra n s por t s of t r oops and o t he r re ar mov eme ni  .
32 Ear l y mo rn i ng r e -•

connaissa.nee revealed lively transportation activities from north-

we s t e r n Po l and t o War s a W. Th er eupon t he s pe c i f i c al l y a s s i gn ed aud

pr e s cr i be d a t t a cka by Ei r s t Ai r Fl e e t un i t a wer e ea r r i e d out a g ai ns

t he r ai l s y s t em x e at of War s aw.
3   As p ar t of t he s e ope ra t i on s , a

rail depot in Warsaw (a marshalling yard to be precise) was also

S a t t a cke d f or t he f i r at t i me . Thi s br ou ght War s aw i nt o t he i ndi r ea t

zone of operations.

4 September. lttaeks wsre directed against the ĝeaenal area of

YVar s aw, s pe c i f i ca l l y a gai n s t t he f re i gh t an d mar s ha l l i ng r ai l de-

pots of Warsa -West and Warsaw-East, and rai  depots east and north

of t he c i t y . .

  Sep t e mbe r . Ther e wer e no a i r a t t a ck s on t hi s day . The Fi r st Ai r

Fl e e t had r ec o gn i ze d t he ne w Pol i s h s t r a t e gl c c onoe nt r at i on i n t he

gene r al ar e a of Lod z and c onc en t r a t ed a l l i t s e f f or t s a gai n s t t hi s

ar e a .
34 A s e c ond ar e a o f ma i n ef f or t w a s mo r t he a s t of War s aw, i n

t he l i ne of a dv an ce of t he Ger man 3d Ar my .
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6 September. War saw apparently spent a quiet day. It is not men-

t i one d i n o per at i ona,l or de r a , and r e por t s f r om f i e l d un i t s al s o ar e

not av ai l ab l e .

THE '1  i I RD PHASE OF AI R OPERAi I ON5

7-11 September : Attacks against Yistula River Bridgea

an a Rou te s t hr ough War s aw

No information ia available on the strengths employed by the

_
Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t i n t he ba t t l e s f or War s aw o r on t he r e s u l t s a chi ev e d

b Sep t embe r . Al l t ha t can be a s ce r t ai ne d i s t ha t bomber f or ce s of

the First Air Fleet bombed Vistula River bridges south of War saw

a.nd   f r om a n al t i t ude of 20 00 0 f e e t , dr oppe d i noe ndi ar i e a o n t he

suburb of Praga. On the same day armored units advancing f om the

!
we s t r e a che d t he subur bs of War s ax .

9 September. Apart from en attank by the 2d Group , lat gir Wiing,

ag ai n s t r oad s sou t he a s t of   'ar s a rr, no r e cor ds a r e av a i l ab l e c onc ern

i ng oper a t i on s by un i t a of t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t . I n co nt r a s t   t be

Special Purposes Command in close support operations committed the

bul k of i t s f or oe s i n a t t ac k s ag ai n s t t he ap pr oa che s t o Pr a ga an d

a g ai ns t ar t i l l er y pos i t i ons s ou t h of t h i s su bur b i n suppor t of t he

8'er man Four t h Fan zer Di v i s i on , Wh i oh h ad a l r e ady adv ance d a s f a r

as V ar sa  .
3 

10 Sep t embe r . h'o   h i n g i s known conc er ni ng Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t o pe r a t i on

35 • Se e a l eo Par t 3   Ch . 3 , Far 1 , pp . 12 f f .
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The Spe c i a l Pur po s e a Ai r Command agai n commi t t e d t he bul k of i t s

f or oe s ag ai n s t Po l i s h ar t i l l e r y ar ound Fr a ga   an d i t s T7 t h Boi be r

Wi ng i n o per at i o ns t o i n t er di c t t he r a i l rou t e s l eadi ng e a s t and

s ou t he as t f r om War s aw. Al l of t he s e ac t i ons we r e i n di r e c t su ppor t

of t he grmy f or c e s ope ra t i n g i n t he s ou t he r n ou t s k i r t s o f War s aW

we s t of t he Vi s t ul a Ri vBr .

  On bo t h da y s t h e Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t had t he co ncur r e nt mi s s i an of

. 
i n t e r di c t i ng t ra f f i c on t he Vi s t u l a Ri ve r br i dge e and a t t a c k i ng t he

Po l i s h f o r c e s wi t hdr awi ng e a s t war d t hr ou gh   ar s a r. The t wo a i r f l e e

t hu s had s e par a t e mi s s i on s a n d ob j e c t i ve s , t he e f f eo t s of whi ch ha d

a c ombi ne d e f f ec t i n t he g ene r a l a r ea of War s aw.

11 September . The envelopment of Warsaw xas tak  g shape, beginning

 

i n t he e as t . The f or emo s t e l eme nt s o f t he Ger ma n Thi r d An ny We re

a ppr o ac hi ng t he c api t a l f r om nor t h . Wi t h t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t under

i n s t ru c t i on s t o par t i c i pa t e i n t h+e gr ound ope r a t i on s e a s t nf t he

Yi s t u l a Ri ve r , t he Spe c i a l Pur po s e s Ai r Comma xid. re ce i v e d s i mul t ane au

i ns t r uc t i ons t o i n t er f er e wi t h Po l i s h move me n t s t hr ou     far s aw by

a t t ac k i ng t he nor t he r n di at r i c t s of t he c i t y   a l t h ou gh , s t r i c t l g

s pe ak i ng , t he s e di s t r i c t s we r e wi t h i n t he zone of t he Fi r s t Ai r

F eet. This aurprising measure probably Ras due to the better ca-

pabi l i t i e s of t a c t i ca.l su ppor t un i t s f or pr e ci s i on bombi ng on pi n-

poi nt t ax ge t s . On t hi a da y bo t h a i r f l e e t s a gai n o pe r a t e d su aoe s s -
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succxssfully over the same target area as their joint main objec-

t i ve .

A summar f  ze d r e vi e w of e v e nt s ian t he t hi r d p  a s e of t he c am-

pai gn ar ound war s aw r ev e a l s a s t he mo s t i mpor t a.n t poi nt t he f aa t

t h at t he c i t y i t s e l f , a s t he c api t al of Po l and , f i gur e d i n a ct ua l

comba t ope r a t i on s f a r t he f i r s t t i me dur i ng t   ti s pha s e . I ni t i a l l y ,

• t he o bj e e t i v e Wa s onl y t o at t aa k a nd de s t r oy t he Vi s t u l a 8.i ve r

br i dge s , and i t i s an e s t abl i s he d f ac t t ha t r epe at e d a t t ack s wer e

f l own da i l y agai n s t t he s e br i dge s  ri t hi n   d ar ound 1Par s a  dai l y

by bomber un i t s of t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t f r om 7 Se pt embe r on . Ha u-

e v e r   t he s e we r e hi gh al t i t u de a t t ac k s and c au s e d on l y t e mpor ar y

  interruptions without resulting in any serious destruction to the
 

br i dge a . r1The f e R ehan ce hi t s c au s e d onl y mi nor dama gre rhi ch . a s

e a s i l y r e pai r e d . g l l br i dge s r emai ne d us ab l e r i gh t up t o t he end

of t he c ampa i gn . Tha t t her l o s t t he i r s t r a t e gi c i mpon t ance w as dve

to action ta,
ken by the Special Purposes Air Command to block all

e s i t s f r om Pr a ga .

It is only natural that + he residential quarters and the oiv-1

ian populatian alao Were affected by the prescribed air attacks

a gai ns t t he r out e a t hr ou gh War s ax . None t he l e s s , t he bombi ng wa a

f ul l y j u s t i f i e d by t he t he r e qui r ement s of t he ov er al l ope r at i ons

Rhi ch ne oe s s i t a t e d ac t i on a gai ns t t he Po l i sh f i e l d uni t s mov i ng

eastRard through t e city .  he actiona of the Polish command
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ne c e s s ar i l y r e su l t e d i n War s aw, t he c ap i t al o f Po l g nd , be i ng t re at e d

a s par t of t he ar e a of oper a t i ona .

THE FIFTH PHgSE OF AIx OPEBATIONS

12- 1 4 Sep t embe r   A 6r Sti ippor t Be qu i r ement s i n t he Bat t l e of

.
Ku t no Ov er s hadow t h e I mpo r t an c e of War s arr a a a Tar g+e t f or

Air Attack.

12 . Se pt embe r . The ba t t l e a t Ku t no ha d appro ac he d cu l mi n.a t i on poi n t

`
and t he cr i t i o al s i t ua t i on of t he Ge r man gr ound f or ce s ne ce s s i t a t e d

t he c ont i nue d commi t ment of s t m n g ai r f or ce s . At t he s ame t i me t he

 
-
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Tenth Army found itself compelled to cease its drive on ite aain

' ob 3e c t i sre   War s aw  and whee l i t s f or c e s abou t t o f aQe at t ac k s i n

i t a re ar by Po l i sh f or oe s r e t r e a t i ng f r om t he we at . T  i s w as al s o

t he f i r s t day on whi ch Luf t waf f e f or c e s wer e t r ans f e r r e d t o t he

l  e s t e r n The a t e r .

1 3 Se pt e mber . Shor t l y af t e r mi dn i gh t t he Chi e f o f t he Luf t waf f e

. Gene r a l St af f t e l e phoned t he f o l l owi n g or de r t o t he Four t h Ai r

Fleet:    

The Fourth Air Fleet will commit unita of the Special

Purposes Air Command to attack the northweatern par6e of

War s aw s i t h i nc endi ar y bomb s . Pr i or r ec onnai s s en c e i s e s s ne t i s 1
.

t o e s t abl i s h l o c a t i on of f or Rar d e l e me nt s of Ge rman I I Cor pa  
 

advancing from Modlin on Warsaw, and avoid endaugering own

troops.

• The air fleet apparent y ordered all forces readied for this

attack   bu t it seem s that not all of the units earm arked for the

purpo se actually par ticipated in the attack wi th incendiary bombs

a g a i n s t Wa r s a w   wh i c h a t t a c k wa s c ar r i e d ou t b y a p pr o x i ma t e l y s i =

O

bomber and dive«bomber groupa. The attack apparently met with

very small success, but deserves mention nevertheless  aince it wa

the first actual incendiary bombing attack carried out againat

Warsaw . On the same day elements of both air fleets were committe
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in the battle at Kutno an d the 7th Air Division ceased to exist

af t e r t ra ns f e r r i ng i t s on l y ai r bor ne r e g i men t t o t h e Ei gbt h Arn  r.

lq-Septemger. Itio air attacks against  arsaw are recorded on

this d }r, but this can be assumed to have been due to the un-

favorable  eather conditions throughout the Polish theater.

Al.t hou gh no do cument a r ` e v i de nc e i s e,v ai l a bl e i t c an al s o be

assumed that the First Air Fleet pa, ~'ticipated in action by the

 
1'hi r d Army i n f r on t oT Pr a a a s s umi n   t he ur e l   t c t i cg ,   P   a al

mission of extenaed artiilery.

r .: r 1'H Pfi   aE OF gI R OYLRATI pidB

15-18 Septembers Pureuant to Orders from  igher Headquarters

Emphasis Ts again Shifted to Warsaw

- 15 Sept er  ber . At 1 330 t he Spe c i al Pux•p os e s Ai r Command r e c e i v e d
 

s p e c i al o r de r s f r om t he Comma nde r i n Chi e f of t he Luf t wa f f e , t r an s -

mitted tnrough the rourth Ail Fleet, to resl:me attaeks with tacti-

ca1 supz ort unita against the northwestern parts of Warsaw.  ow-

ever , this action appears to have be n only in preparation for

the planned all-out attacbs against that city. Paragraph q. of

Di r e c t i ve   15 b y t he Com.mande r i n Chi e i' of the Luf t waf f e f or

• 16 September
36

states as followss "g concentrated air attack by

- all forces of the First and Four th bi
,r

Fleets against Warsaw ia

contemplated on 1G Septe©ber."

36   g PPell di x 5  . Al s o gppe:ndi x 55 : Di r  :c t i ve f or 1 7 Se pt ember 19 30 ,
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16 Sep t embe r . No di r e c t i v e s i s sue d on t hi s ds y ar e av ai l ab l e .

The onl,y
thing that aeems clear is that the all-out attack against

Warsaw , to be carried out in accordanoe Rith orders of the previous

day , was not carried out.

17-18 September. The all-out attack against  tarsaw , repeatedly or-

dered, also Was not eaecuted on either of theae two days. This

co ul d be du e t o mi l i t ar g and po l i t i c al re a s on s   bu t t he l ack ofi .
do cumen ta r y e v i den ce mak e s i t i mpo s s i b l e t o t ra ce t he r e a s oni ng

a t t he We hr ma ch t s n d Luf t   af f e Hi gh Commands .

TF3E 3IXTH PHASE OF AI R OPERATIONS

1 -22 September: Warsaw Develops into a Fq tress;

Pr epar a t i ona f or t he A]
.
1- Ou t At t ack .

•     Sept ember . By thi s day t he Fol i ah f or oe s envel ope d at Ku t no- -

s o f ar a s t he y had no t be e n de s t r oy e d by a i r a t t a ck- - had pr a c t i cal l
,,

a l l sur re nde r e d . Th i s r e l e a s e d l ar $1e German Army and Luf t waf f e

f or c e s f or o t he r combat mi s s i ons . The ba t t l e f or War s aw now de f i -

nitely took priority , with main emphasis initially on combat

on t he e a s t e r n bank s of t he y i s tu l a Ri v e r . The pl an was t o s e i ze

the suburb Praga and advance to the Vistula, thereby contracting

the hard core of the fortifications . All measures taken on this

and t he f o l l o wi n   f e w day s we r e de s i gned e x c l u s i v e l y t o s e r ve a B

pr e par a t i on a f or t he pl anne d ma j ar a t t a ck a gai ns t t he Po l i s h

capital. The Polish command having refused a German demand for
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aus r ender , t he Ger man c omma nd had f i nal l y de c i ded t o e z e cu t e t he

a t t ac k . I n t he ar e a be t we en t he Vi s t u l a Ri ve r and t he adv anc i ng

Sov i e t f or c e s c omi ng f r om t he Eas t , t he out er r i ng  of t he o ver al l

Ge r man maneuv er   ha d be e n c l o s ed Whe n t he German Thi r d and Four t h

Armies joined forces.

20 5eptember. The warning order for 20 Septembe
 ?

oontained the

' f o l l owi n g r e qui r emen t s "Fi r s t Ai.r Fl e e t wi l l ma i n t ai n f or ce s r e ady

t o par t i c i pa t e i n be.t t l e at l  odl i n an d War s arr i n v e r y c l os e agr e e -

ment with the T1n  d Army." On the ground , German troops proceeded

without interruption in their movementa to envelop WarsaW. Modlin

had be e n a f or t r e s s f r om t he out s e t , an d h ad r e c e i v ed ve r y l ar ge

f or ae a re tr e a t i ng f r om nor t h be s i de s e l e men t s of t he Pol i s h ar my
 

- Whi c h h ad br oken t hr ou gh f r om t h e we st . War s aW, i n co n t r a s t ,   a s

onlay
declared a fortress at this juneture. It Ras defended by

a l l r emn an t s of t he v ar i ou s Ar my e l emen t a pr e s e nt  ri t h i n t h e c i t y

at t he t i me . The def endi ng f or ce t hu s c onai s t e d of t he or    ,*i nal

gar r i s onpl u s t he e l emen t e s t r e ami ng i n f r om a l l s i de s . Wha t was

a s s embl e d he r e co n at i t u t ed t he bu l k of Wha t Wa s l e f t of t he de f e at

ed Polish armies,  hich had found further retreat to east of the

Vistula 81ver   revented by continuous German air attaoks. Modlia

and War s aw t hu s f r om t h i s j unc t ur e oa f orme d one conc o l i da t e d f or -

t r e as , a t l e a s t un t i l i t wa s no l onger po s s i bl e f or t he Po l e a t o

mai n t ai n co n t ac t be t we e n t he t wo c i t i e s . Ev en af t er Ger man
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forces hac severed tize last contact between the t ro cities  the  ,
,

, „, t   ro   or t r e s s e s c on t i nu e d t o s up a or t e a ch o t he r   p r o du c i n g t h e ef -

   
,   f e c t s of a r_ i n t e  ; r a t e d s y s t ea of f  or t i f i c a t i on s ., •

.  

` In the a.fternoon al+ bomber units of the Snecial Purposes

  i r Conn a nd , vri t h a t o t al s t r en   t h of 620 a i r c r a f t , a t t a ck e d

Fol i s h t r oop s be t we en   f  r s a:  an d  ..odl i u t o s eve r  ;•r oun d c on -

tact between the two cities, Conti.nuous
lo•N-level attacks,

'  i n x h i ci  z i gh t e r s a " ci  -r oun d - a t  t a c k un i t s a l s o r t ' 'pa i c i p a t e d ,

a ruii h i l a t a d t he Pol i s ii t r oop s i n t h e a r e a . Commun i c a t i on s

be t wEe n t he t wo c i t i e s we r c t hu s br ok en   bu t t 'r_c Ge r man gr ou n d

f or c e s f a i l e d :i  i t he i r e f f or t s t o pr e ve n t t h e i r r e e s t abl i s hme r,t .

• 21 SEpt embe r . 1h E n e x t di r e c t i v e i s s u e d ,    ̀ 18 f or Zl Sep t e mb e r  
36

c on f i r ms con t i nu e d p r e p a r a t i oiis f o r t he ba t t l e a g a i n s t War s a w, 

'f h i s c on f i r ma t i on i s s u b s t an t i a t e d by a s t a t a men t t ha t a de c i s i v e

groun d attack witii air support agair st the suburb Praga-was being

p r ep ar e d . Th e t r oop s we r a t o b e i n f o r o e a i n good t i me of t h e

de a dl i n e f o z• t h e a t t a ck .

On 21 Sep t embe r t h e Comrnan d er i n Ch i e f of t h e Zu f t wa f f e al s o

issued the following importarnt oraert
3 

• Effective immediatel   First and Fourth Air Fleets are

authorized to attack ,on
ly in the  ia.rsaw area. Otherwise,  

missions rcay be flown in the areas east of the 5an -
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Vi a t u l a- Na r e v a i ve r l i ne and on l y a t t h e s pe c i f i c re que s t of

appr opr i a t e Ar my he a dquar t e r s . I n a.ny su ch ac t i on t he l i ne

re a che d by Sov i e t t r oop s mu s t be a s ce r t a i ne d an d r e s pe c t e d .

A1 t h ou gh t h i s or de r doe s no t a p pe a r qu i t e c l e ar and unmi s -

takable in all points, it reveala unequivocally that Warsa  was

a t t h a t t i me t he mai n t ar g e t f or Lu f t Wa f f e a t t a ck and o t her ac t i -

  v i t i e s . Mi s s i ons i n a  ppor t of t h e gr ound f or ce s we r e t o be

f l own on l y i n r e spo ns e t o s pe c i f i c r e que a t a whi l e t he Ar my Wae

executing its wide-sWeeping envelopment maneuver s east of the

San-Viatula $iver line.

37•
(p•52

) Appendi= 56: Directives an d Warning Orders by the

Comman de r i n Ch i e f o f t ti e Lu i t wa t  t 'e co ncer ni ng War s aw dur i ng

  the 16-23 September period.

3a, gppendix Volume : Appendix 5b.

39 • Te l e t y p e f r om Commal d er i n Ch i e f of t h e Lu f t Wa f f e t o Fi r a t

and Fourth Air Fleeta   1120 , 21 Sep 39 (Fuehrungastab Ia #

47 51/ 39     h .
)

, Kar l s r uh e Document Co l l e c t i on .
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gpparently due to unfavorable Reather d onditions  the mis-

sions actually egecu ted on this day were on a very small scale.

  ui t e po s s i bl y   no a i r mi s s i ons at al l Re r e f l own . So f ar a s

t he t a c t i c al un i t s of t he Spe c i al Pur po s e s Ai r Comma,nd ar e ooa -

c er ne d e v i de nce i s airai l ab l e t h at " . . . . . bad we a t he r c ompl e t e l y

prev e nt s al l ai r ac t i on . "4  
Zfi e or i gi nal p l an had be en f or t h e

  co mman d t o agai n c ommi t a l l of i t s f or c e s ag ai ns t t he Po l i sh

t r o ops ma s s   d be t we e n VPar s aa and Mo dl i n . Gener al vo n Ri aht hof en '

j ou rnal e n t r i e s f or t hi s day i nc l ude a con tr adi c t or y s t a t emen t s

"At l a s t the Commande r i n Chi e f of t he Lu f t waf f e h a s a s s i gn e d

r e s pon s i bi l i t y f or c omba t agai ns t   ar s aR t o t he 5pe c i a l Pur po s e s

Ai r Command . The Luf t waf f e i s t o t ak e d ec i s i v e ac t i on i n pr e-

- ation fos the  rm attack." For this ru ose the S ecial Pur-P  ' Y P P P

po s e s Ai r Command r e que s t e d f r om t he Commai der i n Chi e f o f t he

Luf t waf f e al l o c a t i on of one He - 111 wi ng s pe c i f i ca l l y f or bombi ng

x  i t h i nc endi ar i e s .
  The s e e n t r i e e ar e co nt r a di   t or y t o t he s ub-

s t an c e of t he re que s t aubmi t t e d on t he nex t day of comba t .
4 2

These unclear points can not be cleared up with the sources pre-

sently available.

22 September. Directive # 194 overning combat action on this

40. H.  . Deichmann  Munich , 19 3: Fliegerfuehrer z.b.V., 3heet
32  Pol. 2, Introduction , p. III ; and garlsruhe Dooument
Colleotion.

41. Ibid
42. Fo11oRS on 22 Sep 39; see page 56, below.
43• APpendix Volume s Appendix 56.
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day co nt aa.n s t he l a c oni c s t a t e me nt t hat t he me a sur e s or de r e d

f or 21 Se pt embe r app l i e d al s o f or 22 Sep t ember . Al l t ha t aan

be ascertained concerning air operations is that the Special

Pur po s e s .Ai r   ommand commi t t e d s t r on g f or ce a i n di r e c t suppor t

mi s ai ons ag ai n s t t he nor t he r n s e   e n t o f   o dl i n , whe r e Pr ov i s i on

a1 Army Gr o up Kempf Ra s be i ng he l d up by Pol i sh r e s i at ance . The

,
  ai r at t acks we r e f l own dur i ng t he mi dday hour s and wer e di r e c t s d

pr i mar i l y a gai ns t ba r r ac ks , f or t i f i c a t i on wor ks , br i dg e s   ar t i l -

l e r y po s i t i on s , and an t i ai r cr af t g una . I  od l i n wa s wi t h i n t he

Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t zo ne of oper e.t i on s .

g ppar en t l y War s aw pr ope r Wa s no t at t a cke d on t h i s day . The

i mpor t a.nce a t t a che d t o a c ce l er a t e d a c t i on t o s e i ze Pr ag a i a e v i -
 

dant, however, from the fact that on this day of battle Hitler

.

pe r s onal l y ar r i v e d a t Th i r d Ar my He a dquar t e r s t o di s cu s s t he

e z e cu t i on of t he gr ound at t a ck f r om t he e a s t er n f r i nge s o f

Praga and such subjecta as the adjustment of artillery fire

and pr e par a t i ons f or t he i nf ant ry a t t ac k . He re i t s e em appr o -

pr i at e t o qu o t e i mpor t an t de t ai l s f r om t he per s o nal r e co l l e c -

t i ons of Gener al Spe i de l :
 

 n the early forenoon of 22 September Hitler landed

a t an adv an c e d ai r f i e l d nor t he a s t of War s aw. To ge t h e r w3 th

t he Commandi ng Gen er al ( Gener a l v on Kue chl e r } and Chi e f of

4 4 • At t he t i me Chi e f of 5t af f , Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t .
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Staff of the  
Third Army and the Commanding Ganeral (General

Ke s s e l r i ng ) an d Chi e f o  St af f of t he Fi r at Ai r Fl e e t he dr ov e

t hr ough t he l ong nar r o w be l t of f or e at e x t endi ng f r om s out h t o

, nor t h be t we e n   ar s aw an d Vo l omi n unt i l he r e ache d t he e a s t e r n

out s ki r t s of Pra ga . Fi gh t i ng wa s s t i l l i n pro gr e s s i n t he

f or e s t s t r av e r s e d , whi ch we r e be i ng mo ppe d up by s t r ong Ge rmeoa

• i nf an t r y de t achmen t s s e ar chi ng f or ac a t t e r e d Pol i s h e l emen t e  

and lively rifle fire could be heard throughout the trip. Froa

t he s o c al l e d Ame r i c an Chur ch i n t he e a s t e r n di s t r i c t of Pr a g a

t he par t y ob se r ve d t he ar my sr t i l l er y bat t er i e s i n po s i t i on

ar ound t he c hur ch adj u s t i ng t he i r f i r e . No t h i ng c oul d be s e e n

of t he i nf en t ry a t t ac k , bu t t he sounds of ba t t l e we r e audi bl e

 

f r om t he bu i l t up ar e a s c l o s e by i n t h e we s t . Po l i sh coun t e r -

action appeared slight , with only acattered artillery fire.

No German air units were observed atta.cking
during this period

45

 

A aummar y of ev ent a dur i ng t h i s s i x t h ph as e of t he aampai grt  

the 19-22 September period , shows that during this phase   which

ope ne d wi t h t he e ndi ng of t he l ar g+a- s c al e ba t t l e of ann i h i l a t i on

at Kutno , main interest centered on Wareaw. The strong German air

f or ce s h i t he r t o t i e d do wn i n a c t i on i n t he Ku t no ar e a we r e now

f r e e f or ot h er a c t i on and we r e c omme nc i ng t he i r f i r e pr e par a t i on

f ar t he p  anne d al l - ou t a t t ac k a gai n s t t he l a s t Pol i sh s t r on   iio l d
_
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of War s aW- N:o dl i n   xhi l e t he gr ound f or c e s of t he Ei g h t h s a d Tent h

Ar mi e a  rer e r e gr oupi n g t o i nve s t t he f r o t r e s s e s of War s aw and Modl i n .

The r e al f ac t i s t ha t al l f or ce s of t he Luf t waf f e av a i l ab l e i n t he

Eas t er n The a t e r wer e co nc e n t r a t e d aga i n s t t he s e t RO ci t i e s .
4  

e

45 • Con t i nua t i on of pe r s on al r emi ni s cence s of Gene r a l Spe i de l s "1 t

t he s ame t i me r e t i r ed Ge ne r al obe r s t Fr e i he r r v on Fr i t s ch , f or -

mer Chi e f of t he Army Hi gh Command wa s k i l l e d i n a c t i on a f e W

hundr e d y ar ds f r om t he i mpr ov i s e d comman d po at . Hi a de a t h wa s

_ r epor t e d sh or t l y t he r e af t e r t o Hi t l e r wh o s e emed en t i r e l y un i m-

pr e s s e d by t he ne ws . '

¢ 6 . For pr e c i s e f i g ur e s a nd o t he r de t ai l s s e e Chapt er 6
, be l ow.

 

i
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ai r a t t aek s car r i e d ou t dur i ng t h i s ph as e by uni t s of v ar y i ng ei ae

s er ve d e a c l u s i v e l y a s pr e par at i on f or t he p l anne d al l - ou t ai r at -

t ack , whi ch wa s de si gne d t o f or ae a de ai s i on of t he war .
.

l par t f r om t he s e oonda ry ar e a s of Gdy ni a an d He l a oa t he

Bal t i a c o a e t   t he f or itr e s ae s of War s aw and ldo dl i n : er e t he onl y

remaining centera of organized Polish resiatance.

, 
SEYENTH FSAS  OF .AIB OPERATIONS

'

,
      3ept embe r s Fi nal Bat t l e f or War saw and ldodl i n

From Di re ct i ve   20 f or 23 Sept ember
47i t can be gat here d coa-

clusively and unmistakably that the order to open the attack agains

t he f or t r e s se s of Wsr s aw and Modl i n and t o aapt ur e t hem by 3 Oct ob

a t l at e s t came f rom t he Supr eme Commander of the Wehrmacht . I t i a

  b®yond doubt that the timing and methods of these attacks were dic-

tated by political considerations. Weat of the Vistula, Aarsa 

was to be attacked by ground foroes With air snpport. Meanwhile  

f or pol i t i cal re a eon s , t he s ubur b Pr ag a , e a s t of t he Yi a t u l a aa d

hi t h e r t o t he mai n ar e a of a t t a ck   wa s no l on ge r t o oome under at -

tack. lccording to the demarkation line meantime agreed upon with

t he Sov i e t s , t he e a s t er n par t of   ar s 4w wa s t o f a l l t o t he 5ov i e t

II ni on .
  On t he Bho l e t he Hi t l er Di r e c t i v e i n .  ol we d he re c l e ar l y

4?• Appendix 56.
48. See Chapter 7  below.
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r e v ea l s t h a t f or mi l i t a r   r  u  d p ol i t i c a l r e a s on s i t wa s a n e ce s s i t y

t o s u b du e a n.
d c a o

t u r e t h e r ea l f or t r e s s of Aa r s a   we s t o f t h e Vi s t u l a

niver, lhe mission of the Luft affe vras to support the Army in

the preparation an d eFecution of the attack in very close

cooperation Frith the Army forces comr itted at Warsaw. gs priority

t a r ; e t s i n s t r u c t i on s l i s t e d " . . . . . t he i n s t a]
.
l a t i oii s an d e s t abl i s h -

  :ren t s i mp or t an t f or s uc,s i s t en c e a n d su ppl y . . . . . " i n   'a r s a w. 'l hu s ,

t h e f i r   t r e qu i r emen t w3s t o de s t r oy t % e b a s i c e s s en t i a l a f or t h e

de f en s e of   h e c i t y , Rh i c h me an t ,  uc h i n s t al l a t i o   s a s e l e c t r i c ,

ga s , an d wa t e r wor k s , g r en ar i e s , an d f u e l ar  d o t h e r s t o r a ge

f a c i l i t i e s , i n t he s en s e oi t ne   e qu i r en en t s s t i p ul a t e d i n t h e

? an u a l on g i r Op er a t i on s (Luf t wa f   en di e r  s t v or s ch r i i t l b  
.

4 9 I n l i n e

"  wi t h t h i s Hi t l e r Di r ec t i v e , t h e Gomm3n de r i n Ch i e f of t i  e hu f t wa f f e

a t 2 340 on 22 Sep t e mb e r f or war d Gd t n e f ol l owi r U t e l e t yp e or de r f or

operations on 23 5eptembert

Wes.
ther permitting, continuous narassing an ci wearing at-

t a ck s wi l l a e f l own t ': r ou gh ou t t h e da y' on 23 Sep t cmb e r a ga i n s t

i mp or t  ,n t r  c on or  i c an d mi i i t a r ;  t a.r  ,e t s un a a ga i n s t t a Q p r emi =

. ses of military and political authorities in  araaw. Target

a r.ea s a s f ol l ows s F i r s t Ai r r 'l e e t Pr a    a ; Fou r t h g i r F l e e t

 arsaw west cf the Vzstula niver,

 hree points deserve special attention in this orders (1 

•See Introduction , Part 1,
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The ape ci f i c de s i gnat i on of t ar ge t ar eas onae agai n e s t abl i she d

with the necessary clearness the boundary bet een the two air

f l e e t s ; t he ac t i v i t i e s of t he s t r a t e gi c s uppor t gr oup dur i ng t he

pa s t f ew day s
5

h ad r e su l t e d i n a ce r t a i n me a s  e of conf u s i on on

.

this point; (2  The boundary previously and finally established

on 14 Sep t ember wa s c l e ar l y de f i ne d by t he Vi s t u l a Ri v er   bu t t he

i
. or de r l ef t unc l e ar whi ch ai r f l e e t wa s r e sp ons i b l e f or ac t i on

against Modlin. This city was north of the Yistula and its de-

f e n s e e f ac e d nor t h . I t t he r ef or e be l o nge d wi t h i n t he zo ne of t he

First Air Fleet, which also had the mission of supporting the

Army f o r ce s of t he Thr i d Army at t ac k i ng Mo dl i n f r om t he no r t h ;

an d ( 3 ) The f ac t t ha t e ve n a t
,

t hi s f i na l s t a g e of t he c ampai gn
 

t he Comman de r i n Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e e g pr e s s l y or der e d t he

execution of harassing and wearing attacks only against military ,

political, and economic targets of importance.

O  ri ng t o unf av or ab l e we at he r , t he pr epar a t i on a t t a cks a gai n s t

War s aw de si gne d by t he Four t h Ai r Fl e e t had t o be oa.noe l l e d on t hi

day . The cloud ceiling Ras at approximately 700 yards. In the

me an whi l e t he Commander i n Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e had r e j e c t ed

t he e ar l i e r re que s t of t he Spe c i al Pur po s e s Ai r Command f or r e i n-

f o r c emen t by an a ddi t i ona l He - 1 11 Wi n g . I ns t e ad , t he c omma.n
d

was assig ned a transportation group, the 4th Group , lst Special

50. See in particular p. 51, above.
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Purposes Bomber Wing  tc be committed in attacks with incendiary

bombs . The Spe c i al Pur po s e s Ai r Comman d h ad e s t a bl i ehe d a f or -

war d co mmand po s t a t Gr o dz i s k , 16 mi l e s we s t of War s aR, f or t he

conduc t of o pe r a t i ons aga i ns t War s aw and 1  o dl i n . No i nf or mat i on

i s a v ai l ab l e on t he ac t i v i t i e s of t he Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t on t h i s

day , and it is to be assumed that the air fleet's units  rere not

  committed in action.

Whi l e t he S r my Ra s pr e par i n g f or t he gr ound a t t ac k a gai n s t

Warsaw , the Special Purposes Air Command endeavored to diacuss

p  r t i cu l ar s conc er ni ng ai r suppor t wi t h Ei ght h Army He gdqu ar t er s .

Appar e nt l y no s at i s f ac t or y s o l u t i on Was re ache d her e , bu t r e po r t s

s t r e s s t he e a oe l l en t co oper a t i on ex i s t i ng be t we en t he Luf t waf f e

 

and other Arm commands  particularly the Third and Tenth Armies.Y

Consonant with the requirements of Directive # 21 the haras-

sing and wearing attacks against W arsaw by the Fourth lir Fleet

con t i
.nue d .

5l For   he i mpendi ng a l l - ou t at t a ck , th e Fi r s t A.i r

Fl ee t wa s t o t r a.ns f er t hr e e di v e - bombe r gr oups t o r e i nf or a e t he

forces of the Special Purposes Air Command
52 The same directive

s pe c i f i ca l l y a s s i ga e d r e s pon s i bi l i t y f ar   t he "uni f ar m co ndu c t

of operations in support of the attack on 1Varsaw ," and in actual

f ac t t h e un i t s of t he t a c t i c al suppor t gr oup we r e pr ac t i c a l l y

t   on l y ai r f or ce e commi t t e d her e i n gr ound a t t ack mi a s i on a .

51. Appendix Yolume t gppendix 56

52. I bi d.
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The Special Purposes Air Command did commit a feW aquadrona

in s "prepaxatory attack on WarsaW" but other rise xithheld ita

forces in order to have the largeat possible stocks of fuel and

bombs av a i l ab l e f or t he i mpe ndi ng ma i n a t t e ck on 25 Sep t embe r .

No i nf or ma t i on i s av ai l ab l e co nce r ni ng t he ac t i v i t i e a o f t he

Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t on t hi s day .

, 
The decisive attacks against WarsaR xere ezecuted in the

27-27 September period. All directives from the Comman.
der in

Chi e f of t he Luf t vraf f e and al l de t ai l or de r s f r om t he t wo ai r

  'l e e t s f or t he s e t hr e e day s ar e mi s s i ng   s o t ha t onl y v er y l i t t l

r e l i ab l e so ur ce mat e r i al i s av a i l abl e f or t he f o l l o   i ng a c c oun
  3

Hoxever , this lack of authentic documents does not appear too

 

s e r i ou s , s i nce i t i s po s s i bl e nev er t he l e s a t o gr e s en t a compl e t e

53 • I n p  t i cul ar s e e Foot no t e 40 , abotre :Fl i e ger f ue hr e r z . b . V.
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pr e s e nt at i on of t he a c t u s l cour s e of e ve n t s , an d s i nce no th i ng

happened on these three days Rhich could change any of the impor

t an t l e s s on s hi t her t o l e ar ne d i n t he o pe r a t i onal , t a c t i o a l , and

technical fields.

CHRONOLQGI CAL   CCOUNT OF THE IAST DAYS OF TSE C  MPAI GN

2 5 Sept ember .   faj or a t t ack ag ai n s t War s ax by 1 1 50 ai r cr af t

 
26 Se pt embe r . Br e at h i ng epa ce f or War s aw  whe r e pamphl e t s

again were dropped calling on the fortress to surrender. 450

s i r cr af t a t t a ck ffi o dl i n .

27 Sentember.  TarsaW Fortreas capitulates unconditionally.

Modl i n agai n a t t a cke d by 5 50 a i r cr af t xhe r e upon  dodl i n For t r e s s

capitulates.
"  `

2n detail the last three days of battle for Warsaw and

Modlin present the folloRing picture 

. 25 SeptemberThe weather Was favorable on the main day of

t he a t t a ck dur i ng t he e ar l y hour a . I n t he e ar l y mor ni ng t he

c l oud c e i l i ng Wa s ar ound 6 600 f e e t up , and t he re s t of t he

day t he r e  ra s c l e ar au t umn rre a t he r . The Ar my ar t i l l e r y f o r ee s

a djusted their fire between 0600 and 0800 . gt 0800 the units

of t he Spe c i al Purpo s e s g i r Command coc men ce d t he i r cont i nuon s

at t ac ks a gai n at t he c i t y an d t he f o r t r e s s . S  no e appr ox i ma t e l y
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13 percent of all bombs dropped aere incendiaries, the firee wh ich

resulted caused such dense clouds of smoke that it was impossible

t a i dent i f y any de t ai l i n t he t oRr. e i t he r by ai r or gr ound ob s er -

v at i on . I n a ddi t i on , t he i mpr omo t u me a s ur e s ad opt e d i n c ommi t t i ng

the transport planes in bombing missions resulted in eatremely
.

i n ac cur a t e bomb ai mi ng and eg c e s s i ve s c a t t er i n g of t he bombe ,   i oh

, also had an adverse effect on the friendly troops. The bombing

methods used were Rorse than primitives On each of the approximatel

30 Ju-52 transport planes involved, the entire cargo space was

f i l l e d co mpl e t e l y wi t h i nce ndi ar y bombs , whi ch t  ro men on e ach

  plane ahovelled out of the doors with ordinary potato shovels.

most of the bombs thus dropped were blown off the tsrg et by the

 

strong east wind and landed in the terrain northwest of the town 

wher e s ome of t hem un.
$ or t un at e l y s t r uck t he Ge r man ho l di n g f or ce s

`

_
in poeition there   causing casualties. ,

The di f f i c ul t i e s re s ul t i ng f or t he Ar my a r t i l l e ry f r om t he

smoke caused by the incendiary bombs and the few instancea in

which German troope were bambed by mistake led in the last fe r

day s t o di s a gr e eme nt a be t we en t he Army and t he Luf t waf f e , par t i -

cularly so between General von Blaskowitz 
Commanding General 

Ei gh t h Azmy   and t he Spe c i al Pur po s e s Ai r Command . The s e c on t r o-

versies finally reached such proportions that Hitler was forced
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t o t ake per s ona l ac t i on i n t he ma t t er . 6 t t he j o i nt Army - Luf t waf f e

advanced command post on the Warsaw-Okecie airfield he decided

br o adl y t ha t t he Luf t waf f e was t o con t i nue ope r a t i n g as he r e t of or e .

.
The Luftwaffe nevertheless did everything possible to so commit

its forces that planned and aimed bombing remained possible and

t a r ge t ar e a s coul d be c l e ar l y de f i ne d f or ar t i l l e r y and ai r a t -

  t a c k . Howev e r , t he s e e f f or t s a   a.i n pro ve d f r ui t l e s s , s i nc e t he

smoke c l ouds ov e r War s aw h ad me an whi l e r e ache d a he i gh t of 18 0 00

feet and eompletely obscnred everything.

On thia day of combat air units flew 1 150 missions, dropping

a t o t al of 5 60 t o n s o f eg pl o s i v e s.nd 72 t on s of i nc e ndi ary bomb s .

German losaes in these attacks totalled 3 bombers (2 Ju-87 and 1

 

Ju- 52 ) s ho t down by me di um cal i be r Po l i s h an t i ai r c r af t   an s . I n

t he n i ght   n i ch f o l l o we d i he i i re s bur   ng i n al l quar t er s of

'9Par s aw pr odu ce d a gl ow Whi ch c ou l d be   s e e n f r om af ar .

26 September. In the early morning activities were restricte

to reconnaissance over the fortresses of Warsa  ana ] odlin. Appar-

ently the Special Purposes Air Command had received direct orders

f r om t he Comman der i n Ch i e f o f t he Luf t Waf f e t h a t ai r f or c e s on

this day xer  to operate against  Parsaw only at the ezpress re-

que s t of t he .Ar my , name l y   t he Ei   t y Army . No su ch r e que s t Aa s

received, hoWever, for which reason the command on its own ini-
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i n i t i a t i v e c ommi t t e d 4 50 ai r cr af t i n at t acke aga i ns t t h e f or t r e s s

of 2  o dl i n . On l y one bomber s qua dr on f l ew ov e r  Par s aw dr opp i ng

l e af l e t s a ga,i n ca l l i ng f or s ur r ende r . On t h i s s e cond l a s t day of

t he ba t t l e on l y a f e w l i gh t an d me di um c al i be r an t i ai r cr af t g un s

within the fortreas continued firing.

The ground attack by the Eighth Army not only failed to pene-

  trate into the city but by evening even resulted in a partial re-

t i r eme nt of t he f or war d po s i t i ons h i t he r t o he l d. Onl y a f e  r f i r e s

Were still smoldering in War saW, while the heavens glowed red over

Modlin.

27 September. In spite of repeated demands to surrender on the

previous day, Warsa  continued to hold out, for which reason the
 

bulk of all tactical support air forces again were committed agains

t }  e c i t y and f or t r e s s i n c ont i nuou s at t aak s de s i gne d t o we ar doWn

t he de f e ndi ng f or c e s . Howev e r , t he or de r t o a t t a,ck x as re v oke d i n

time  hen a messenger arrived in the morning under a  hite flag

t o ne gv   i a t e a aur r ende r .

From then on the bulk of all air forces were committed against

Modlin , with special conoentration on the suburb Novy Dvor . The

attacks w ere carried out by 550 aircraft and were directed in par-

t i cul ar a gai ns t t he Po l i s h an t i ai r cf  af t ar t i l l e r y f or c e a , whi oh

were ati11 resistin  tenaciously  and which on the last day of
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t h e ba t t l e s t i l l br ou gh t down one Ju- b7 an 3 one Hs - 1 23 . The Ger ma.n

p l ane s a t t a cked s i n   l y an d con t i nue d un t i l a  't er n i ght f a l l . The n ,

when it becane :cnown that a messenber under the white flag also was

e xpe c t e d f r om  : odl i n , t he l a s t bomb t o be dr o ppe d i n P6 1 and l a.nde d

at midnibht.
5 

SUf iT,+ ARY 9ND EV$ hUATI ON

 
The c l o s e l y l i nke d re c i pr o c al e f i e c t s of  ir my an d Luf t waf f e

 
ope r a t i ons crer Q par t i c ul ar l y obvi ou s dur i ng t he l a.s t pha s e of t he

b a t t l e f or ItFodl i n .   s a gen ui ne s t r a t e   i c t ar ge t iHar s aw ha d bee n of

 

54 •   1 i n al l 31 8 t on a of bombs we r e dr uppe d on I  o dl i n on 26 an d

27 Sep t embe r . Se e Der po l e nf e l d zu g by t he 8t h (Mi l i t ar y Sc i   s oe

Br an ch , Luf t waf f e Gener a l St af f , Vo l ume 2 ,
I n t l  odu c t i on , p . I I I

' Karlsruhe Document Collection.
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par t i ou l ar s i gni f i c an ce on  .y
dur i ng t he f i r s t f e w day s of t he

caxnpai gn . St r i c t l y s pe aki ng i t h a d on l y be en a r e al l y i mpor t ant

target during German counter-sir operations on 1 and 2 September,

in a mere general sense it remained important until approximately

b September , including the period of air operations against the

Polish rail and general communications network in direot support

  o f Ge r man oper a t i on s on t he gr ound .

Appr o ci ma t e l y f r om 7 Sep t embe r on r i gh t up t o t he e nd War -

s ax wae a t ac t i c al t ar ge t f or ai r a t t ack . Fi r s t , t he c i t y was

dr a wn i n t o t he s c ope of t he "de c i s i ve ba t t l e " whe n i t be c ame ne c -

essary in the interests of Lrmy operations to i tercept Polish

troop movements through the city. From 20 September on , however  
 

 Par s aw a s s ume d t he ch ar ac t er i s t i c s of a f or t r e s s af t er t he Po l i sh

mi l i t ar y co mmand h a.d
de c i de d t o def e nd t h e c i t y and af t er t he

or i gi a a l g ar r i s on had be e n s t r en gt he ne d co n s i der abl y by t he r e -

t r e a t i ng r e ma s n t s of t he Po l i s h we s t e r n ar mi e s de f e a t e d at g u t -

no . The Luf t waf f e t hu s f ound i t s e l f f or ce d t o car r y out a mi s s i o

f or vrh i ch i t or i gi n al l y h ad no t he en i n t ende d . I t mi ght be s ai d

t o h av e a s eume d t he r o l e of he avy s i e g+e ar t i l l e ry , suppor t i ng t he

field artillery of the  rmy an d closely cooperating with it in

de l i v er i n g f i r e t o pr e par e t he f e  t r e s s f or t he i nf ant ry a t t ack .

I n v i e w of t h i s ne w mi s s i on i t wa s qu i t e l o gi c al f o r t he
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Luf t waf f e Hi gh Comma.nd t o e mpl oy t he t a c t i c a l suppor t f or ce s

of t h e Spe c i a l Pur po s e s Ai r Command a s wha t was c al l e d v er t i c al

ar tillery , this being the only possibility in the confusing

gr ound ai t ua t i on t o a t t ac k de c i s i v e l y i mpor t an t mi l i t ar y t ar g e t s

wi th i n t he f or t r e s s . Th i s f ac t al s o s e r v e s t o pr o v e t ha t f r om

now on War s aw Was e x c l us i v e l y a t a c t i c al t ar ge t f or ai r a t t a ck  

  and t ha t dur i ng t he f i na l ba t t l e s f or War s aw t he Luf iwaf f e h ad a

pur e l y t a c t i c a l mi s s i on , t hat of su ppor t i ng t he gr ound ar t i l l er y

o f t he Ar my .

I othing is "knoRn concerning the conclusions drawn and the

l e s s on s l e ar ne d by t he Luf t waf f e Hi gh Command f r om t hi s l a s t

phase of the tactical employment of air power in the Polish cam-

-_ - -
paign. Considxring Rhat happened at the time in retrospect, how-

ever , no relation is evident betxeen these events and the later

empl oyme n t of Ger man a i r po we r i n wor l d Nar I I i n any of t he o t her

theaters of operations. It is possible and even probable that

t he e x per i e nce gai ne d a t War s aw i nf l uence d t he mi s s i on a s s i g n-

me n t s , t he al l o c at i on o f f or ce a , an d t he t ac t i e s e mpl oye d i n t he

large-scale German air 4ttack against military objectives in

t he ou t s ki r t s of Par i s i n May 19 40 .

I n con t r a s t   i t i s c l e ar l y obvi ous t ha t t he e x pe r i enoe of

War s aw i n no way i nf l ue nc e d l a t er oper at i ons a ga i ns t Br i t ai n ,

be c au s e
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b6 c auee t hs ci r cum  t a::  ce s he re we re compl e t ol y di f f o h nt . '

The re was no oppo rt uni t y dur i ng t he t act i asl empl oyme nt o f
r

 rs l at i vs l em  .l t act i c su r t f o r es o ns t ap a1 Ppo a  ai   1ax' aw to

. g a i n any de c i e i v el y i mpo r t a,n
t e  cp Er i e n ce t h at co ul d h av    ,

b¢f n   l   .e   ;p ro f i t abl y i n co r du c t i ng t he op e r at i o n s o f

l o n g- r   g e bambe r s ag ai n €t Br i t e i n , whi ch r s p re ee nt a d t   e

.
o n1y c a   e o f t rus at r at Eg i c war f ar e co n dE.t c t . d by t he Lu i t -

 

waf f e i n Y o rl d War I I .

Ths o nl y co mnqen d p r i n oi pl e e wbi ch mi gh t be de du c e d f   o m  

t h e War s aw o p Fr at i o n s c an bE b r i o f l y s t a,
t e d a   fo l l o w    Op   -

r at i o n c  ag ai n s t a t arge t o f ai r a t t a ck whi ch i s cl e t rl y ci p- '

cum®c r i be d f x  m t h® o ut s e t , as wa  t hs c as e wi t h War s aw, c   a '

 

 

.

. .
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Th e qu e a t i o n at so r Ema i n a o p e n whEt h e r u ni t s o f t h s

F i r s t ;  i r F1 e Et p a r t i c i p at ®d i n a c t i o n t o e uiadu e t h e f o r  

t r e s s o f 1  c  . i n. The ma i n p ar t o f t he f o r t r e s s ar e g , m r t h

o f t h e Vi a t ul a Ri v e r , wa s u.nmi s t ak a hl y wi t h i n t h e zv ne o f

o p e r a t i o n e o f t h E ai r f 1 Ee t , whi c h f . o m t h e o u t s a t h a d t he

mi s s i o n o f s uppo r t i n   el eme n t s o f t h e i  h i r d   r : y g t t a ck i r  ,

f r om t he no r t h .
 

,Th s t a c t i c al e xp e r i e nce   a i Ed by t h e co mmap a p ro ai i ce d

n o i mpo r t an t n Ew l e s so ns . T h e t a c t i c al s upp o r t f o r c e s eo n-

t i nu e d t o e mpl oy t he i r t r i E d an d t e s t e d t a c t i c s , wYxi c h be -

c   nE  po r e e i mp l e an d 1 Es s r i s l  y a s t h e de c i mat i o n o f t h e

F o l i s h f i gh t e r s s t i l l i n War s aw p ro ce e ae d. Th e l a s t r emai r.r

  i n  P ol i sh f i   ,
h t e r e s t i l l i n Wa r s aw dur i n  t h e l a s t f e w d  y S

. o f' t h e b a t t l e av o i dEd app r+e a c ;  i n  t oo c1o s 6 t o t hE Ge r man

di v a - bomb e r f o r  a t i o n s , w ?i ch u su al l y a t t a ck e d wi t ho u t

f i   h t e r e s co r t s . The o nl  r r e a,]. dan   s r t o w'n i ch a t t a ck i n 

Ge r ma n ai r c r a f t we r e s t i l l e xpo a e d at mEdi um a,n d l o w R1.t i -

t u d  s wa s t h e f i r e o f P ol i s h an t i a i r c r a f t gu ns - - a s l o n g a s

t h e i r a nmu ni t i o n 1 a s t Qd, ri o ; Te v e r , e v e n t he s s   un s we r e un-

a bl s t o p r e v En t t h E   e r ma n u n i t s f ro m op e r a t i :  wi t h t hs

c al r  ?: e s s , o r dEr l i n e s a , an d ai mi n  ; p r e c i s i o n cu s t o ma r y i n

p s a c Et i me s .

The l o n g- r an ge bo mb e r fb r cEs o f bo t h a i r f l e e t e we r e
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co mmi t t e d r e p e a t e dl y , al t ho u   h no t i n cl o s e 3 fo r ma t i o n ,

a g a i n a t War e at, . Th e i r g a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a c t i o n a  a i n e t t h e

' f o r t r ®e s l E s ee ne d wl t h t h s i r g r a du   t r an s f e r t o t h e rie s t ®rn

Th e a t e r . No e v i de n ce wh a t ev Er i s av a i l a bl e ae to whe t he r

an y ba mbe r u ni t s a t a1 1 we r e s t i l l e np l oy e d du r i ng t he f i n a].

p h a s e o f t he c amp a i gn , f ro m 23- ĉ 7 Ss p t embe r . P r i o r t o t h a t ,

bo mb e r s o f t hE kb u r t h   i r• Fl s e t , p ar t i cul a r l y t h e 7 7 t b Eo mb-
 

e r Wi n   ha d bEe n aomn i t t e 'S  a a  a i n s t War s aw, an 3 t h F F i r s t ;  ,i r

Fl e e t h a d co n  l  i t t e d e l e r  e nt s o p e r a t i n  f r o w E a a ts r n P r u s s i $.

Ths bul k o f t he bombe r f o r ce s u n ds r t he F 1 r s t g i r Fl   a t

we r e commi t t e d i n r o a d ax  d r a i l i :  t a r di c t i o n mi s s i o ns e a  t

 5
o f War s aw f ar i n t h E   0 1 1 sh r Ear .

• Gr o up an d s q u a d
.rn n s i z s oo   i'oe r n t t a ck s ag a i n s t Wa,r s aw

r EVe al e d a t an e   l y s t a,a e t h a t , be c au s e o f t h € wi de di ap s r -

s , o n o f t hE bo mb s , po i n t t ar  ;Et s , s u ch a s b r i dg e a , po wa r

s t at i o n s , a,n d h i   h way s co ul d no t be at t a ck e d p r o f i t a hl e b 

s u c 'n me t ha ds . I t i s o : l y i :  t h e l i   h t o f t h i s p r $c t i c al .

5 5 • Ch ap t e r  +, l , a bo v E.
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e x p e r i En c€  t  !a t o n  c ar. u r d£  ̂ :=t  an d t he o r 3e r  ;i v e n by t h e

Co  t,rr. a r_ dEr i n C'n i Ef o f t h E L u f t ; ;af f s t c   .
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Th at t h E r e q u i r c   e r  t :- o f  i n t e r n a t i o n al l aw ke r e o b-

ae rnrEd me t i cul o u al y   n  3 c a r e z ul l y no t o nl y by t he hi g he r

l r v e l s o f L u l t  ,. a f f s oouman d bu t al so by u n i t oomn an de r e i n

t he f i El d 1E p r  v e d , a,mo n` o t h e r e v i dEn c®, by a wr i t t e n

e t a t e me   t by :,o l o n sl 3e y bo l d , t h En i n co : .n an d o f t h e 7 7 t h

  o mbEr ' Ti n  , t h e au t hs n t i c i t y o f :rh i c h h a s s i nc e be e n oo n-

f i r me d o r a1 1y . Dat e d 24 I iay 1 ; 5 3 t hg s t at e mEr:t av e r s t h at

 
 t h e wi n   c  7.man de r was r s l l EVa d o ? h i s co   a n a by t h E   h i ®f

o f t h e Sp Ec i al P u r po sEs   i r C  mma n a fn r t h E f o l l o wi ng r e   -

so n :

I n a rl ai t E•r-r o o n at t a c :   a i ns t War s aw o n 1 1 Ss p -

t e   b Er 1   3 9 by  11 5 wi n  , o r  h i s o  nm au t 'no r i t y an d i n

  aCr e en e nt wi t h r  i s s u b- co r  a n dEr s , he ch an   e d an o r d®r

i s su Ed by So r  mandi n  ,  EnEr al F r e i 'ne r r oo n hi c ht   o f en - -

u n dEr wno s e co mr  and. .ze h $d bae n s i nce 10 Se  t e mbe r

1 9 3Q- - a c co r a i n   t o k n i ch t h e   -1 n   was t o bot  b t h e
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t h e o v e r al l co n du c t o f t hE war . ThE v e   f a c t t h a t t h e
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ci v i l i gn popul at i o n was sp ar e d t he suf f e ri nga o f a p ro t r a  t - '

e d s i e ge , i n oo nt r as t wi t h wh at h ad happe ne d i n f o rme r m  o z  

62
wars , fo r- ex apml e i n the c s,ae o f Yari s i n 1   7  - 71 .

The s e oo n d s i g n i f i c ar t fa ct i s t h at t h e C e rman   .r at -

t a ck s we re i n su rpo r t o f t h e   rmy , r  ame l y , i n 8upp o r to f t h®

g ro u n d f o r ae e be ai e g i ng t h e c i t y , an d we r e e x e aut e d 3.n a c-
-

t i o n i nt e   r a t e d wi t h t he o pEr at i o ng o f t l o e e f o r ce s . Th i g

. 

p ro v e s i r r e f u t abl y t h a t t h e GErman a1r   t t a ck e we r e 3.n oo nr-

ao nan ce wi t h t he t s r ms o f t he H  ue Rul e a f o r L an d Wa,r   '  ,

wh e r e ,  r t i cl e 2 5 e xp r e s el y s t a t e e t h a t t h e u ae o f al l we  

po na , an d t hu e o f ai r po we r   u s t a s wel l aa ar t i l l o ry , i  

p e rmi s s i bl e i n s u ch c a   e e , e i n ce War s aw wa$ a  de f e n da d oi ty

_ an d h a d t o be o c cup i o d.   rt i cl e 27 o f t h e Ru  .e s f o r L an d

w ar f ar o e t at e e o nl y o ne r e s t r i ct i o n i n r e ap   c t t o t h Q 8el e a-
 
 

t i o n o f t a r ge t s , n   mel y , t l  at t he shol l i n.g o f i nat al.l a t i o n a I

s u ch a e ho ap i t al s i a no t o r ini s s i bl e . Wi t h t hi s ai e a.a 
I
I

p  

ce p t i o n , t h e r o f o re , t he who l s o f War s     co ul d h av e ba ag gt -

t a ck®d, bu t t h s t   ,a no t wh a t h Qpp s ne d. Fu r t h e rnoo r a , no

cl s i ma h av e be e n r ai e ®d t b a t   y p xfl h i b i t e d i n  t al l a t i o ns

we r e s t r u ck , vrh i ch vo ul d e a a i l y h av s h   p . ne d be o au as t ho
I
'

.

sIDOke gene r at e d by t he f i re s cau se d by t he bombi ng e t  ae eo

63
den ae t h at , a8 prev i o usl y Bt $t e d, p re ci a• $i mi ng waa

2 .   e al so L i ddel Har t , Th e Rc vol u t i o n o f War f ar • ,Lo n don 1 94 6 , pp , 7 2 f f .63 . Fo r o t he r re asv n g ee e 1  e hrwi s aQn$ch   t 1 i che Runds ah  , _  ugust 1956.
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Th t Yi :  a1. ro    cl u s i o n s t o bE dr• _wn i ro u t :_i s s x   ni n a t i o n

t i-_u s i :  cv Er ;r r ESp   c t     f i r  T t  : .: s t a t   n:  _1t b T t he l a s t

 4

.  r _n cr  L: l i t a r    a t t a c 'n   i ._ ' •; ar s ac , t h a t t :zs Lu f t ti ,af f e i n t h e

c ;  s E o f t Jar s       i n Ev   r y c     a ct Ed i       so i  a  _- cE   ri t h t h  

i ul F s o f  .;  r :f a r s i n t Er :  ot l Grlal l y v ,  i   a t t il   t i   e .

  ì n al l J , t i:   r   r e  s a i n s t l     q u = s t i o r. o f t h E p a r t j l a;y s d

n ;r t h   L u f t ; -Yz f   i n s u b du -i _  ;  t a e t t•  o f o r t r e d s E S o f  4  r s a br

 

a n d _ o    i n a n    t h   . c r.
t r i b u t i o n i t m - d  i :  t ;  i s f 'i :   bl o   ra  

  .=  Lc h   n d     t r s F o l i s i: c    :p   i :  ,  . C ::e c an u r d  r•s t pn d t h a t

bo t 'rl r r   n cr   s , t : E   r ;    n  a t i _a L u   t ; -af f E, c a .  n cl r,.
i m i  n

t n t i r : , s;;- t o n av   b .  u  ; : t a   o u t t :1r ae c i a i o r .   o  ,  v mr•, t h c r  

oa :' b    :o   u b t t h a t t   e   :at i ;:ao u s   i   a t t a c3 s ui ?-  c t e  

    :    i ^s t t ar   e t s   .r o u ; c7 sn d i ;  '     r  s   ti-, : r o   t hE f i r 5 t da   o f

co ;:; :   -
l o n al l o : , e  1 t rie i l i     r r.- ,,r r i   o i: i; d t _E o ul t i o n   . - a '   i    a

r_o r •c s   i t e 3n   t h s r E bJ  p iv   r   s £   v   l    •  o r E do c :n t h E i r s , i r i t .

 ,n o   ; E r ' .::p o r t   n t f 3 c t o r •.  s .s
t h E d s.

i l y c   s u ,    t i   s , 3 s;i: a  e ,

Mn :   c a t r u c t i o n c a u s E d b: r t h  . s e c t t a c   s , i  h u :: , t il s P o l i a n

 :r:.
l l t o o f f   i° s   r  : o u s r    s i Lt a :  c e  •-d s   r c a   b   _, l y   h a h a a

l c n  ,
 :Ef o r r t h e f   n a: . b   t t l   zo r : ,;, i s a a i   F o l i s r  i o r t r   s s

  :..:  e   c:.   i  : t r   a i r      d o n   _:  _   rc   n d. '1 r E   =7  ;a      ,r• .:y di d

1 i t t l c t o    r :z.,-     ,  ,.o a t t  :. i    _- d  _r  .,, :: i  .   c i t  l e r :, 1 i s      o r 31   .

  .   ss ;, . ( 1 ,   co v E.
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  p ar t f rom t   i s , ho  rrGv s r , t ha b 3t t l e f o r° t hs t  ro f o r-

t r e s s   s i r.
t h   l as t f e Y: d    s o f t he c amp ai   n al so Srgs f o u  ht

Tf;i t h o :  l j  t    s Lu f t t tai f a   ch i Fv i n` r r al l y de c i s i v s r e s ul t s ,

=  o t z i n vc l u :   an d i :: r z s ul t s a Jh j Fv E  t h E     t r-i ha t i o n by

t h = ,  r    y ar t i l l e r, 
fo r cEs was smal l oo :  p   r e d wi t h t h   t o f

t h s Lu f t waPf e ,  rhi ch s Ts t Emat l,c   l l y dESt ro y s d a11 t ar   e t e

Es s :.n t i al fn r t '  e   a i nt   ; ar. cs o f t h  ds f s ns s , Th at t hE Fo - 

l i s h co   ,n 3n d dECi de d to c ap i t ul at c b  f o r E t z E e Eco n d a,7.1 - o u t

GEr   ; ,; _-  ,  i r at t ach tsg s 1 au    ci: :. a T•,a ;. i n au b i t 3  l y a ,̂  .r   c t r e -

s   l t o i t h    ; .
i r at t a .̂k o  c     S    t E  ,'cEr an   o f t h  :  e rn, an

t h rs a t t o r c p E3t t hE s t t 3ck o a t : F s     s c al e ,  hhE   uf  t ti af f e

}l a d f i a sl l y ds p r i v s   t h s F o l i Sn   ,; r r i so r. o f al l s s s s n t i al s

--
  fo r a ou c ce : s f  :1 dEf s n s E o f any du r at i o n.

T:== c unul a t i v c    "f e c t   o i al l ai r at t a ck s   ,a ns t 'r  fi r-

s at T c a'  hc s t 3Jc   as f ol l o s   s : I    a    !i t i o n t o t ns s f f ECt o : 

t rr  o p  uo r al s     t k  E 3o :    i a  r a'o]
. E a   s   e t o bui l di n  s , t he

at t 3ck s r s Lc;l t e d i n• t hE de t r ,  , t i o :j o r   ar al
.v z 3t i o a o f p r a c-

t ' c ;   l Y a  . l v i t   1 e s t s hl i s ,  e _- t g s     o i t il s auppl y i ns t al -

l a t i o r. s Ee s e  ;t i al l y r Eau i r s d 'ay t he   ar r i so n. De s t r u  t i o u o f

t tl e c an a,
l
. i z at i o t  sn a s c    3VE sf s t s r  madE Ex i s t e n ce i :, t hE i n-

;    r c i t  r ,   d p ar t i cul : rl y f n t .    - i r r ai d s hel t e r s , e x c:e s d-

1 i::;1 3F l:  i f f i c ul t . Th   d- : t ru c t i o .  o f al
.
l v;a t e r s u y.p l y V o rk s

T H I S P A G E D E C L A S S I F I E D I A   V E   1 2 9 5 8
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dep r i v E d t h e g a r r i so n an d t h e c i v i l i an po p uZ St i o n o f wa t e r ,

t }  E r,  s t El c mEnt a ry r Eq u i r e mEnt .

I t c a n b e a e $ .  Ed Y,i t :io u t   u b t t n a t t h e Ge r ma n   x my

   o ul d :  av e s u c ce e d&d i n t a'.  i :    Wsr s aw al o n ®, bu t t h i   wo ul d

h av e r e q u i r e d a g r e a t e xp e n ci t u r e o f e f f o r t an d ¢ u ch t i mQ,

an   v  ul d h av E r e s u1 t e d i n hEavy c 3s u   1 t i e s .

Cr e d i t i s due ta t :  e oo   ma,:  c an d t ro o p s o f t ne Lu i t -
 

wa f f E &l o n e t h a t t h i a 1 a s t s t ro n  ao l d o f t h e P ol i s h   t a t e

a n d o f t b e P ol i s h   ,Ti l l t o r e s i s t co l l ap s e d so soo n af t 6 r

so a ho r t a wgr ; t h a t t he c ap t u r e a nc7 o c c up a t i o n o f t h i 5

l a r g e an c   rel l ds fe n de d  n ai n t o l i a t f o r t r rae a b  g ro u n d
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t r o o p s co ul d t ak s p l a c E at p r a c t i c   .l y no f u r t h e r co s t i n

c a s u al t i e s ; an d , f i n al l y , t 'n at a po l i t i c al l y co n l i t i o ne d

r   q u i r Fme nt o f t he Ge r r  a n Su.  r er    Cor  man d , made nECe   s ary

b , 
t h e n   w co al i t i o n war , co ul d b e a c oo mp 1 i s he d i n t hs n  i -

1 i t ar y f i   l d   r i o r t o t h   s   t d  c l i ne . I t t hEr Ef o r e app e ar s

n Ei t hEr wrv n  no r p r s urnp t uo u s t o co n cl u dE t h i s c a   ,, 
t e r wi t h

t r E s t 3 t   mEnt t h at t hs f z11 _o f t hE   l a r s avr an d Mo dl i n fb r -
 

 t r e   se s v as p r i ma r i l y du   t o t hE Luf t t ;af f s   ,nn ;. r e p r   . e nt

ar  i n di s p u t 3bl e majo r v i c t o r y b;  t c s L u f t  nr  f'f s ,

 
,

,
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.
 
i :J! ,

=  rl   +
   

 i ': .       i F :4G      I   F     '1  CF T:u? W  S'i ': '  iy Ac;L ;   l   t  lti

l :  i
, 

T.  R 

I  : t hE s e oo n ;  h a1
.
f o f  ,=p t   ;;;'os r a r o t :1cEabl e s 'r. i f t i n

t h E   ncEn t r at i o .  o f     .y an d Lu l t , :af f e f o r c ES t o o k : l ac E

f   m Eas t t o  ; Eat . i ,  c m  s ss d ai r at t 3ck e 3;.;ai :  s t t h  t wo

Fo l i s h f o r t rESSe s ,  , ar s at•: an c? ;, o  a i n , t o V. ar ds t h   En c o f

.  
SEp t EL be r co ul   :  i v   t h e i r  p r e .. ., i o n t h at bo t a ai r f1 E  t s

c      ,:  i t t Ed i n t he e as t o :  ce 2_; a i n h a   co ncEn t r ,at Ed   .1 o f

t 'ne i r• u :  i t s f o r a .
i i n 31.    e c i s   v E bi o o; 1 ,- Fol a nd.  7o S•:  v ®r ,

.

t n i s i n.p re s s i o •_i v  a ul d be i al s s . e'ro   : 24 Se J t Er::b  r o n t h 

o : l y a i r f o r cES av a.
i l a  l   i   , t  l    a::t t  e r e as f o l l o ws :

i 'i r s t   ,i r I1 c s t : 1   om;c Er    ro ap , 1 t  ri n- e c   i nE f i   t e r
 

 . ro up ( u   ce r t a i n )
, 1 s i •     1 E- En ;i ne

f `   ;,?  t   r ;;ro up , 1 r   c     nai s s an cE s   u  ,d-

r  n;

  'o u r t  i . 
i r Fl     t : 2  ,i v e - t  or  'aEr wi     s     t r    l i n  a

di v E- 'co mbEr an a 1 Gro un c,'r at t a ck   'rQUjp

1   t  be r   ri r. ,      t ro l l i ns 3   ro up s ,

1 re co nn ai s 5ar. cc s qu a dro n .

F r _e t i c al    7 sp E;a  i n  -, t hE F i   s t   i r Fl   e t :,nu s a ad

ct as Ed t c e x i s t as a po `rEr f a c t o r , a]. t ao u  :  i t s t i l l n a a

w 1 ar  ;e ai r• f 1 Ee t hE&-?qu ar t Er s s t 3f f an   t hE s t el  f o f t a E

Lu   t t• ai f s  ".o   : .i an-  Las t s rn F ru s s i a. Zr    ko u r t n ki r rl s e t

ai   co ul d no l o n  Er   e oo ns i de r   d a f   il l s t r   n   t h co u,mai  d,

s i nce t hE   s •  i al Fu rpo s s s f i r   a   ::   at    r s       e n s s s i   n s d
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r e spo n s i b i l i t y f o r t h E co r,   u c t o f o p e r at i o n a ag a i n s t Wa,r a aw,

;  i.
l o t h e r o f f 6n s i v s t y p E ai r u n i t s , e x cep t t ho s e l e f t wi t h

  t h E t wo ai r f l e e t e a.s
de s c r i 'oe d a bo v e , n a d be en vri t h dr awn

a c co r d i n  t o p   a n fo r t r an s f Er t o t h e h e s t , oon mFn c i n g o n

2   Se p t e   ;bEr .

; o   ;EVe r , t h i s s u d de n r e du c t i o n o f co mb a t s t ? s n   t h i n

t h e E a a t   u s t p r i o r t o t 'n e l o na i n t Er. dEd 'c l o w a za i ns t t h  
 

f o r t i f i e d co r e o f Fo l a nd wa s o nl y t :  e cl o s i n  p h a s e o f a

sy s t en a t i c mov e me n t o f bon b €r fo r c ES t o t h e  ,Te s t w   i ch h a d

be En i n p ro ce s a f o r a n umbEr o f d   s , Tb E t r an s f e r o f bomb®r

u n i t s co   me :  ce d a s e a r l y a s o n 1 2 SEp t eo b®r , at a t i m® wh  o

a i r a n d   ro u n d o p Er at i o n s wc r e s t i l l i n f ul l s wi i  ; i n P o l an ds

  a  i:d :pl a n a e x i : t s d t h En al r Ea c y i o r mo r e t r an s f e r s t o t he

, we s t , Th e s e 1 a t t e r w@r E dEl a  e d by t :: e u ne xp e c t Ed c r i s i s

wh i c:  dev s l o p Ed i n t hE   a t t l E a t Ku t m . I mn e di a t s l y af t e r

t h E b a t t l e , o n 1 9 an d 20 SEp t e mbe r t h r t e a,
i r di v i s i o n h Ea a 

q u a r t Er s   ;i t h t r n bul k o f t h e i r f o r ce e   re r e t r   s f e r r E d t o

t h e we s t bESi de a a n u  :be r o f d i v e - bombEr , r e eo nn a i s s an ce ,

a n d f i   h t e r u n i t s , t lh i l e p r Ep 3r a t i o n s we r e p r o cEe di n   f o r

t h e f i nal at t a ck a  g i n s t VJ :  r s aw a n  . 
hlo dl i r_a  l o t he r u n i t s ,

e x cEp t t ho : E l i s t e d a i ov e , h e r e t r 3n s f a r r $ d , so t n a t t h  

o n1 Lr fo r ce av ; : 1 ab1 E fo r t h e f i i: al op e r a t i o ns   e i n s t t he

  o l i s h f o r t r e s se s wa s t h s   p ECi al r u r po e e s ,  ,i  r Co mma,n
d wi t h
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CH  PTfi R 7

    TIQ1 bY T': E SGVI r T U  :I O id   NO I TS RL  ERCUSSI G  S

Qh THE LUFTW  FF 

On 1 7 Scp t e cabe r t hs Re d aru;y mo v e d we s t war d ac zu aa t h s

e a9t e rn f ro nt i e r s o i Po l an d ; i n   r e e me nt wi t h t hs Gs r  $.n

 uo v e r r,me nt t he So v i Et Un i o n t hus i n t e r v6 ne d i n t hs Pol i s h-

  Ge rman ce n f l i c t . The e f f e c t s o n t h e Ss rman ,  rr  y we r•s i n c i +  #

e i v e , s i n ce l ar ge o c cup i e d ar 6 as =  a d t o be s v a cu a t e d 8t

S:  o r t no t i ce . I h e e f f e c t a o n t he Lu f t waf f e we r  1 ¢ a e   a t i es

abl e . Qnl   v e ry f`6W ai r f i El ds i i  u s e by t hs op s r at i o n al

Lu f t waf f e h ad to be s v a cu at ®d. Aio s t o f t he bombe r f o r ce e

V s rs b as e d o n ai r f i el ds i n Si l Eai e an d Ea e t e r n P r us s i a , t he 

di v e - be q be r s o n f i al ds we s t o f t he Vi s t ul a t  i ve r , r o e t r e -

  nn ai s s an ce u ni t s we r e s t i l l o pe r at i ng f ro m t h e i r o r i g i nal

  ai r f i el ds , an d o nl y we   f i  ,r t e r f o r ce s we r e e ae t o f t he

Vi s t ul a , I r  co nt r as t , t he e v a cua t i o n o r dEr s s e r i o u sl y af -

f e c t e d t he ,  Mnv t ac t i c a,l a i r rs co nn ai s s an ee s qu anro ne ,   rhi eh

h g d fc 1l o Y  d t hEi r armi e s i n t hs no r t h e rn an d so u t oe rn ar e ae ,
 7• o

Th E dEmark at i o n l i ne a   r e s d upo n o n 2'2 Se p t gmbe r was

ge ne x•al l y al o n v- t he S an , Vl s t ul a , an d i :  .r e v Ri v e r s .

The e as t v, ar d r   v Er  s c_ t o f' t h   i u wai an l i ne i a t e r-ms o f

67 • Se E bo t h map e i n   p e n  di x Vol ums :   -p s ndi x ®s 59 ap ;i 6p .
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p ur-:    r ap h  ,ra s F, o r de d : "J n dEr al l c i r•c uma t an cES t 'r  e de m  r -

k Qt i o n l i nE << i l l be o b   c r v Ed   bo t h 3i r f l e Et s , h,Ea s u r  e s

  :i l l bc t ak s n t o i nsu r   t 'r  3t u ni t R ar s i n f o r ir,a 3 o n So v i e t
 

t y p   s o f ai r , r af t .
"

I n a  4 t ': :Er t el e t y p e mEs s a  ;, t h s Jvmma n de r i n Ca i t f o f

t 'n s Lu f t   ra f f e i n f o rme d t h e F i r s t an 3 r 'o u r t h .  i r• Fl e e t s t h at

t he f u t u r E dEc ar k a t i o n l i n E ;;-o u1 v  p ro b abl  r 't  a s f o l l o ws :

 
_  o 1 e - L vo v- :; a   o r o w- J ar'o s l av -   an r  i v Er - v i s t ul 3 i  i v e r as f a r

a s , :o vy ilvo r - ?v,; r ev - i o v   ;o z-o d- L i p i t s a-  :    r a a n f r  nt i e r . Tf i s

r ep r e e n t s d  a v e rr,  c a r s f ul Es t i wa t e o f t h e dema r k a t i o n l i ne

  bu t mo v e d t h e e a s t e r n bo u n da zy f o r   Er n  ;,n a i r o p e r a t i o n s

mu ch f c,r
t h s r   :e s t , I t b ro u Vh t t h e So v i s t v c c up a t i o n a r e a

ax  d zo nE o f i n t Er s s t p r a c t i e 311y  up t o t he o u t s k i r t s o f
 

Vl " r s aw   n a t hr r Eby  r:i t h i   r an   e o ? t h e    ro u n d a  d a i r op e -

r a t i o n s i n p ro cc s a o r i :.  ; e :    i : v  t h e r e .

On 2C 3Ep t e mb e r t r.e   mman dEr • i n Ch i Ef o f t h   L uf t -

7 

:-ra f f s i r, f o r c:Ed t nc di r f l Ee t s t h a.
t t h e a dv an c i n;; Sov i s t s

o n t h e Eame day p l anr,e d t o r Fa ch a 1 i n e     p r v x i ma,
t   l y t h  

e amE a s t h a t    h i ch    s r ma n   .
i r c r af t h a d be En o r de r e d no t

t o c r e s s a 5 Ea,r
l y 3s o r 1 7 SEp t Emb®r . Th e Lu i t wa f f   wa s

t o 1 s av E de t a i l a b Et  i n d t.o t r an s f   r a i r f 3.El ds t o t h e Sc v -

i e t s , I 'h i s o r i e n t a t _v n i n t u r r.  . a s s up e r s $ dc d i n l s s s

6  . Fu F'r?r un   s s t ab , I a ,  
  4 bG6/ j ; , 1 54 b r,o u r s , 1   Se p 3 9 ;

n a r l s r uh e Ib cu  e n t w 1 1 Gc t i o n .70 . Te 1:t i n r pp mn di x   ? , ,  pDS   ci i x   'o l ume .
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t h an t rre n t y f o u r ho u r s by a n e w t El s t y p E ms e s age f ro m t he

71
: a mma,n

3e r i n Ch i e f o f t he L u Tt waf f e r e v e al i ng t ha t t h e So v -

i e t s we r E sp Ee di n   up t h Qi r rno v e   :e c t , t h at t h ey i n t e n dEd

  r e a ch i n   t 'n G  J i s t ul a   i v e r b
,y

  0 c t o bEr , an d t h at i t wa s

a :  o p e n qu e s t i o n t o  • h e t Ex t t n t t he Lu f t wOf f s wu ul d be a bl e

t o Ev a c u a t E a i r f i el ds p r e ae nt l y i o u s e a t s ho r t no t _cs   a d

i n t l rne t o r-as e t t he dc a   l i nE.

_     _ r  .0 n 2l S .. p t s mb Er t h e w   ma n d  r i n   n i e f o f t he Lu i t     f e

i n f o r n e d t nc- F i r s t an d Fo u r t ti   ,  r Fl e e t s o f' t he co nt e n t s o f

7z
t h e Ru   so - '  Er    a n   ;r &EmE nt . I n a   di t i o n t o t h E s x i s t i n g

.
ho r i zo nt al bo  .zn d ar y , t h i   ms LE  E f o r t hE   i r at t i me p r e -

e c r-i be d v e r t i c 3l r e s t r i c t i o ns . I r t b E GEr marl r e ar   u er d

  ar   as iJe r-me r. a i r c r a f t V;Er e :n t to e x cs e d a n al
.
t i t u d& o f

1 EGO f Ee t . 1hE s   tn; r   s t r i c t i o r. s app l i e d t o   o v i e t g i r -

c r af t ,

Th e comp i l a t i o n o f b r i e f i n ; s an d o r de r s o f f e r e d he r  

u n cb u b t e dl y i s i ncc mp l e t E , b u t i t cb e s a f f o r d some i n di c a-

t  .o n r e c a r 3l n ; t o wh a t Ex t e n t t h E Lu f t   f e i n t :  E s aat trrSs

i n f o rzn6 d o n de v El o p mEnt s a nd t o s h a t e x t e n t i t wSS af f e c t e d

b  , 
t h E n e t•- de v El o pn E nt g ,   t any r at e t he r ap i d s s quEn c e

an d t h E f r e qu En t co n t r a   . i c t i o n s o f t he b r i e f i n  s r e c e i Ve d

f r om t 't: e J   m  ; a n de r i rl   h i e f o f t i  E L u i t u    f s r e s l l t Ed i n

d i f f i   ul t t a s k s f o r t h e l. i   he r an 3 i n t e r mE di a t c l e v e l s o f
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  i  , P '1'  Ft  

FL    :  LI   :u   %    I   ;   Or  i;  GF - =,  1i G ;5

( 7 t h  4i =  Di     i   i o n J

I n i t s o p   r a t i o   al p l a    n i :   t h e Lu f t wa f f e : i   ;n : o u man d

wa s  ; r Eat l yr i n f l u e n cs 3 b   t ho  a ; 'ra e o f u s i n  ; t hc p a r a t ro o p e r

arld a i r - c s r•r i e 3 i nf an t r   o f t :  E 7 t h
,: 

i r Li v i s i o n , 8n d f ro m

t h t o u t s e t t r  u Vnt e    Er e Er. t Er t a i    e d o f E:r p l oy i n.,;; t !ZEaE u ,  i t s•

i n t he   o l i s h t h s a t e r . Z̀h   y r e p r e s En t s d a s u :p r i s   we a,po n ,

t o bE co m  i t t e d  •ti ,  Ene ve r ap p t rhEr e v e r o ve r al l s t r a t e o i o pl an s

c al l e    f o r a a ti i f t uu t l o c al l ;;T c i r•c u.    c r i bE c s u c c Es a , Abo v e

al l , t h e a i r bo r :  e f o r CE9 v e r  t o L      , :  i t t e d p r i   a r i l y i n

s i t u s t i o n  : o f ds c i s i v E i ti p o r t an cF f o r t h e v, h  l E c ar  p a i   n , an d .
S

t h e n t i  E r   re r e t o bE e : .p l o y e d tai t r o u t r c :  ar d fo r po s a i bl e

l o s s ES.   l r e a   y i n t h   v e r y f i r s t Fn a s E o f t h E c amp a i   ,

a s dEs c r i ba d i n   h ap t e r 2 o f t hr p r Es e .  t s t u djr , i   be c ami

e v i dEr. t t r. a t t  ̂E h i ; he s t l ev el s o i co .::man d e t i l l w6 r s r s l u c-

t an t t o p u t i n t o e f f e c t an;;l sc r•i o u s pl a    n i n` i n t h i a f i el d.

Fo r t h e t i   e bEi n  t h e 7 t h Ai r Di v i s i o r_ wa s co n cEn t r a t -

e a a s a s t r•a t E  i c r e sEr v e i rl t he L i e  ,n i t z ar s a et t h e di r  c t

di spo s al o f  t hE   Ie h r m2c h t ri i   ,h Co      ax  d, Th E di v i s i o n   ra s

i n cl u ae d i n t u E u o b i l i z a t i o n an d o p e r•a t i o _n_al p l a n s o f t he

L a f t h a f f E by t h E    omn a n ae r i n G:z i Ef o f t hE L u f t waf f̀ e , bu t

t h r o u   'no u t t he c amp a i   n h e n z d no au t ao r i t y t o oo r :©i t i t .
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;  u t  io r i t y t o co .,lr.,i t t h E   i v i s i o n wa s r e s e r v e d Ex cl u s i v el y

t o t h    rJe h r uia ch t Ni  _.
r  Co :as a od,   :o sp ECi f i c p l an s f o r t h s

u a E o f t rl e s e f o r c   s Ex l s t s d at t h e op E.  i nv o f t h E c   p a i   n .

I n p r c - war p r e p   ,r s,
t i o n s f i r-s t c l uns h a d bEe n en v i a a   e d o f

t :y i n -; o u t t h   e f f ECt i v s r.  s s o f p ar a t r oo p e r s i n a c t i o n i n t a-

` r a t e d v, i t h Ar a;y o p Er a t i o na d£ s i   n Ed f o r t h E s u dd   n s e i z u r s

73
  f t he Vi s t ul a  Ri ve r br i   ;   a t Di r s ch au .

 
ThE s e co n d t En t t  .v e 1 :  e v e o   e t   ta p a d 1 p d i n co ni  c i o n wi h

  r  y o p Er a t i o n s o n   Sep t E:  be r , wh e n t he dEci s i o n h a a al -
.

r E a   bEEr t a  e n t o cc :nv i t t : e s n t i r e di v i s i o n be h i n d t h s

F o l i s r  bo u t r e r n f l ank at F u1 3wy c n t :ne b ana s o f ' t h e Vi s t ul s,

Ri v s r•.

  Ot :  Er pl a r.s Z le r E zr  o r k e d o u t *o r a i r bo r nE o p Lr a t i o r,s a t

J dro s l av dn c  t a oo  a, bu t t h Es e a3 a i   wc r e no t p u t i n t o e f f e ct ,.

  u s t a s r. a  a b   e n t h   c   s e  • i t :  a ar l i e r p l a _ n i n  . rc  a so n s

na t e .  s i 1 3  d i s ce r n i bl e mu s t r av E   l:i s t e Q f o r t h i s z a i l u r e

t o co  , mi t t F E ai r b ; r nE f o r cEs i  z t he F ol i s :  c a   p a i  ; n . ThE

v e r y f   ,c t t h a t al l p l a n s z, Er e ma d  at s ho r t no t i c e r EVe a,l s

t n   t t r E Su p r e me    ;ma n d t  a d f dul t v co n ce p t s co ncs r n i n o t h e

t i me r E  u i r e d f o Y t h e p l a -,n i i.  , p r e p a r u t i o n , ar 3 e xs cu t i o n

o f a i r bo r•n E o p   r Gt i o r s i n t h e s t a ;  e o f dev El op me n t r s a ch Ed

a t t h at t i mE. Th s pl   n a , p a r t i cul   r•l v t h s l at t e r t   ro

7 ; . F ar t 2 , Sh ap t s r 1 .74 . I o1 d , ,: r.   ti t e r   .
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Th r v ug ho u t t he Pol i $h c a mp ai gn t ht t  , -  :  ; Gnt i   .r -

c r af t un  t   n  .
3   ,o ai r b©rne t ar   i ,s . Ho s t i l e bombo r fa r ca A,

whi ch ar e t h• mai n an d mo s t p ro f i t abl s t a.rg at  s f v r  

  t i a.
i r c r Sf t a,r t i l   e ry f o r c   , m3 d6 r  app e   an c E. Pol i ah

f i   h t e r s an d re co cn ai s s ance pl &n  a app ®gr e d o nl y s i ngl y ;

 
an d i n i so l 8t   d c as 6 s an a mo r E n d _a mo r  r alr el y a® t h$ oa 

p ai   n p ro   r e s se d . Wi t h i n t he f i r gt f e w d$y s o f t h  c amp a i gn

t he 3 e r  a n a i r .d  f e n se f o r cEs , t hE f i    h t s r e,n d     arm+  , I

t h ue f o un d t h a t t hEy we r s no l o ng e r r   qui.r g d f o r t h e i r

as s i gne d t ar   e t s .
.

  - Th e n a t u r al. re eul t  vas t h a t t h s y t nun e d t h e i r at t s n- 
 

t i o n t o o t hs r mi e s i o n s , r i 3h t s r a f l   w l o w--l e v el at t a Ck a

ag ai n s t t he Po l i ab ai r f i el da a t i l l i n ax i at en ce , a ;8 i n s t i

Po l i r s h t rv o p s i n mo v e me nt , an d s i mi l a,r o t h Qr t ar g e t o , o r

a+  auma d t he ro l e o f gr o u n c  - at t ack ai r•c r aJi t . T is bul k ©f

t b e A  f o r c  s wQr e no t co na  i t t e d i n ac t i o n ,   d at a co m-

p a r at i  re l y e arl y a t aga mo s t o f t  .   m we r e t r an s f   r re d t o

.,
I
,

t he We s t t o p ro t s c t t he Zo ne mf I n t   r i o r ag ai n gt t  ia   x-

, Ect c d   t t ack a by Br i t i s h   d Fre n ch &i r f o r es a,  rhi ng a

wa r e di f f a r en t o nl y i n o ne ar e a , i n t he c en t e r „ iiQr Q, t he

e x i {ys n c i e a o f t h e c r i t i c al g ro un d ai t u at i o n bJro u  h t al o u t
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t he nEcESa i t y to commi t ,  ,  f o r ce a i n gr ound cx  mbat to re-

i nf o rce t :ae g r  u : d a r t i l l e ry , a    i s s i o n at s rhi ch t hey we ro

to b_ empl oy e d o nl y i n a    eme r   en cy .

T!  e t ' .o u   nt ar o s e a t t he t i me o f f ro m no w o n t a r i a i n 

cEr t ai n A,  u n i t s sp e c i f i c al l y f o r g r o un d q rab at an d co m-

mi t t i ng t i:e m, a s co mpl e t e Lu f t     af f e u ;: i t a , to s uppo r t , rwy

ac t i o n i n c r i t i c al co mb a t ar Ee s . The e s t a hl i s hm/an t o f t he 

t wo r l ak co r p e f o r p ax t i c i p a t i o n i n t i  E 1 9   0 c amp ai   a i n

t h e ti e e t  ra.a a di re c t r e s ul t o f t h e Exp Er i   n ce g a i n6 d i n

t hE ar Ea o f t h s i  rma n n a i n a t t a ck ar my i n t hs b a t t l e o f

e n v El o pm  n t a t Ra   m, 1'r    gFr!Er a? l y k m vrn o p Er at i o n s o f

t h e 1 a t Ba t t al i o n c f t .:e 2 2 d :  ,   , 1  6g i mc n t at I l z a o n 8 and

    SEp t ambe r  ; av e rEal i mp e t u s t o t hs n E    i ds a an d r s s ul t Qd

i n i t a de t el o p me n t an d r e al i Za t i o n , wh i c h p rfl du cs d at t he

t i me u nf o rESEe n o r g ani z a t i o nal. 3n d t a c t i c al r e s ul t s .

;  s Y,as t he c ae E wi t h c  s t L u f t wa f f e an t i ai r c r a f t ar -

t i l l s r y b a t t   l i o n s , t h c 2 d Ba t t al i o n o f t h e 22 d , A  8 s g i -

,
me n t v. s s i n a de   u a t el y t r a i nEd fo r g ro un „  co mb at an 3 t a c t i -

c a1. coo p e r at f o n tiri t h „  r  .:.y f o r ce s .   o me e xp s r i e no  h g d bs s n

g a i n s d i n t h e Sp a ni e h    i v i l War , vrhe r e an t i a i r c r a f t a  t i l -

l e r y u ni t a f o r t h E f i r s t t i a s h a d be s n s mpl oy e d ey , t e mat i -

c al l y i n g ro u n d   mb at , bu t y ha t n 3 d be e n l e a  e d t he r s was

no t as y Et gEn s r al l y k no w n t o t h s t ro o p a,
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  a ;   i rl   t   ;ro u      t Mr  ;Et s t r :; :  !  r .     1   r t i l l Er-y p i r cc s ,

1h c an t i ai r cr :;.
f t a r t i l i e r    u ,  i t s   l l o c  ; t   d  ̀w t hE

,  r ny t o   o r    e x t r :1t r e r.;ui r_Ed J f o r e i   .n 'ao c y , l a . s i n   r e  

i ::t   ;  r •e.
t i o n  - i t h t b E ; t a : r   ro u    •- `o r c c a , an d Gx  . Gr i   n c  i n

F ol : n     f:o v,  d t r ` t t  i   i r i i
_r   po T•   r    a   no t   xFl o i t E d i f

t h{  y      r   r •  s t r } c t   d e x cl u s i v e l y t o t h     i : s i o n o f a i r dE-

• f :: n s s , 

Th   ?  i n ; 1 c.:   cl a _i o :  d r sVrn i     ;   u  : b a,n
d s i ;::i l ar t r a i n s

o " t Y   , u   ;h t  ,, a s t h   t t he a    t i a i   :;r 3_"t :a r t i l l Er y e r o ul d b  so

o r   a r. i z   d , t r a   :   d, an   ; a   s i   ;r E   t r  d  , i t co ul o a c co r  p l i sh

s i r  u1 t a nc o u sl ;   x  t t: mi   s i o r s , t :. 3.
t o t   ro un d co mb at an d t n at

o f. ai r de f'  n s e    ,n
:  s i o ul  + r   r:: a i n u n d  r t h  co  }t r ol o f  t h  

  Lu f t v;a f f e .   no t  :  r dE ci s i o :  t a     n s•:a     o co n so l i da t   t h e

u ?  i t s i n l a r  ; e f o r c c s i n s t   a d o f al l o c at i n.;  t h   ce   y b a t t el i o r

Tb  .: l o   i c al p l a : .n i n    •Th i c :  f o l l o wEd r e s ul t   d i r: t he o r   an i -

z d t i o n o f t h e t w  ,qA,  co r p s ;ti i  i c   p a r•t i c i p a t 6 a i :  t h   1   40

c aiLp a i   n i n t h   F:c s t ,

i h   S    c i   1 1 u r po s s s , 
1 r    r.,u; ; n d ,•  a s a]. so as a i   n s d

t ti ro 3n t i a i r c r .  f t a r t i l l Ery b at t   l i o n s , t : E 1 s t B :; t t a,1, i o n ,

  :; d     ,  RE.  i m  n t , ar, d t h   l s t    : t t a> i o r ,   d ;  ,  ;  :-tE  i   En t ,

bo t i  o f   •h  . c h tic  r•    i v e n t :i   r  i s s i o :  o f ai r f i El d dEf e n ae .

  'o t f ar f ro m Tl z a t h   :;o   ; dTd     t ;  l i   h   d 'n  a.dqu a r t Er s o n

F ar m 5u ch a , l c r,  i l e s ;  r t    o f   a do li  . . ;ur  r o u s F o l i   h f o r ce s
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 1u r  ! n _ t l:   L.o  c  i n  ur o ,o   r   t i o :  :. .. :. i ;: ':: t    c n f o l l o s:e   , i t

b   c , .: n ECe       r   t o c ri,p,l oy t i1  l s t     t t  ,l i o n , 23 d  }4{,   ̀ tE ;i -
•

    n t i      ro u n   co li tb s t .

  u ct: 2   •s   i   t '       i r t c t ro u =:: b,r z•-:  i ch   r o l i s h i i:f an t r•y

b r i
 , GdE . , s . -i t  i d r•  _:  

i r.  f ro r~ t :  c  ;,    t ,   n   i r  t ;. c n i   izt o f

1   - 1     _Lt    r :  c _r t t  c ;cr  -  :a   E a c t u   l l    F    : s s d t ; ro u   :  r   r m

Su ch . , ;: r. 4'   i c h t      co ::   :   :z : no   t .    ̀ .• ' o tzl , -3   .. i t u     E d :i t rl f a

  v e   v   1,   I 1 'r'lo l  :  i n   f o r c c , v n t    :, f o 1 1 c    i n   d   ,+ t h t t ?-o o p b

UrE 1-  o r J e r    l t o c       ,7 o u t t c. _ s u r rw u n ;  i n   f o r e s t s , dn d t a E

l   t -   1.`  
.
i o n ,   J d     ,   ;  c =i  Le n t r c c   i v c ;  i n bt r u c t i o n a t o p ro - 

v i dF     r oo r t i n   f i r   f o r  t hc p   a t r oo p Er a an d   ro u a a s Erv i c E

p   -r so :tn El   :_,  l o  r E i fo :- t %1   ::u rp o : w. I « t ;. e f ol l o wi n   n i   h t

t n   b ;  t t   l i o ;c   =  n   i r.1,o 3Ct i Cn f o r t n c   i r e: t t i   E. I t s

s Ea r chl i  ;h t Q 1 i t up t a e F ol i   :  To r c    ,   , a r c . i r.  ; i n   1 ;Lo s t z

u    b -ro    Er. c,:, l uc n s , t u r r  i n ,v t ; E::: i :,t o   s s  t ,  r ; .: t   f o r• t h a

1 i   ,'. t   un b   t t t r i Es,

,  p   r t f ?  :,. t      s   t t•:o c , s z s , a t I l z a an   at 5u   :z a , no i n-

f o r   i   t i o ~t i : a     i l   Ul   o : t ?      l; , ,  l o y ,    r:t o f a rl t i ui r c r a f t

3r t   11 Ery   o   c   s i n   .̂ o u r, :  co  :,b s t .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

   J  ,
 

 i
95

  r1,  FTER l a
, .

TI i.  AI R SI GI ?.p,L   UF  S

Gp e r at i o n   l. Ex pe r i Enc s  

S n pl ann i n  f o r e i   n arl. c    ;rli u ni c 2t i o n s i t i s ne c ES Sar, 

t o t ak s i nt o 0o ns i de r a t i o ns l o n  ; pe r i o ds o f t i me an d wi de

ar s as , al l b 3s e d o n t hE o v Er al l l o n  - r an   ,a pl an :; o f o p e r   -

, t i o n s . Th e p s a c 6 t i me o r i   i n , mi Es i o ns , an d o r  an i z a t i o n
_

o f t he   i r Si   nal Co rps have i  s n oi s cus ss d i n t he i r   ,o r 
77 '

i mpo r t an t po i n t s i n Ch ap t e r 1 . l h e s xp a r i e nce  ;a i r.a d i n

t hs o p e r at i o n s o f t he s i Qn al s s rv i ce s t h   u  ho u t t h s Po l i s h

c amp ai gn- - f ro m 1 SEp t emb : r t o t ha c   p i t ul at i o n an 3 o e cup at i o

o f t  ie t uro Po l i s r f o r t re s s s s o f ' ' l ar s aw an d h  c  i n  c an b  '

'! s ue:  ar i za d as f o l l o v s .

Co nt r ary to   t he o r i g i n2l pl an s , mi l i t ary o p e r at i o ne i n

t h E Po l i sh c amp ai   , so f ar as t h a o p Er at i o nal Luf t w3f f 6 was
.

 co n e ar ne d, r   s  . l t e d i n H oo mpl e t e s ap ar at i o n f ro m t h e e i gn al

co mmun i c at i o n s sy s t   m i h t hE   o ns o f I n t e r i o r . I n a ddi t i o n ,

t he qui ck   h i f t s o f mai n e  . p h as i s ov Er l o n :  di e t an c e   n s ce a-

s i t at   d cn ange d an  3 qu i ckl y a f f a c t e d di bpo s i t i o ns i n t hs

s i   n   l s e ri v i ce s ,
11
   

•   e r a , o ns  au s t be ar i n   :i n c t  l e   ah i f t o f E  tph as i s i n
  

F i r s t
. 

i r   '1    ®t o p a r at i o ns t o Ea   t Er n P  .  r s e i n d t
, a a hr

.
7 7• P ar t 1 , C'n   p t e r 5 .'  w .  .   .   ;

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

  -    
96

s i mul t sn eo u s s h i f t i n Emp h a Bi s f r o m t h e F i r Bt t v t h e

Fo u r t h Ai r Fl e e t , t o ge t he r wi t h t h e f a c t t h a t t he b a t t l e

8t Ku t no s 6 r i o u sl y i n t e r Fe r e d wi t h t he b a s i c o v e r al l pl  

o f o p e r at i o n s . F i n al.
l y , t h E 6 n t i r E Lu f t waf f E s i   a1 com-

mu n i c a t i o ns sy ,  t em wa s i n fl ue n cEd s t ro n yl y by t   s f a r - f l u ng

a7a d r ap i d e nv El o pme nt mo v e me n t s o f t he   r u y f r om no r t h   d

so u t h e a s t o f t h E Vi wt d l a Ri v e r , wh i ch p r o du ce d compl e t   l p 

n Ew t ask s f o r t he $i gn al co rp s . The co n du c t o f ai r o p Q-

  r a t i o ns St 81 1 l ev el s     a w b a s Ed s x el u s i v el   o n t h e co mm8n d

arld o p Er 3t i o  1a1 r a di o an d : i r e co c :r .:u n i c a t i o n s n e t  A r k

wr i c h t h E .; i r Si   n al   o r g e r a d t o o r     r i z e an d i wp m v i z e
 

i n f l e x i bl e a d ap t a t i o n t o t h e cu r r e n t s i t u St i o n , On  mi g ;ut

  a   y t h a t al l el e me nt s 8n  3 f un ct i o n s o f t h e L u f t wa f f e comman '

V;e r e cl   ,:pe d t e Ve t he r by t he s i r; n a7. co  mu t  i ca t i o ns ne t wo r k

78
o f t h : , 

i r Si   n 21 (  rp s . ,  s t a     h a s bEe n p r ep ar e d by

.r i r s t L i e u t Er zn t Kar l K1 Ee o f t h c   i r Si g ,n al   rp s o n t h e

o y      ]
..
l ev al u a t i o n o f Ex ._Er-i e nc     a t h 6 r e d by t hs   i r Si g-

n   1 Co r p e .

a   r '7 8 . Sc e   pp En di x oo f o r :  3;   o f t r  r k l i ne s ,  79 . K   r l s r uh e D  e;   e n t   o l l e ct i o n : Di e   ue we r t un ,  de rEi r.
  a t z Er f a 'n r un ge n de r Lu f t n a c 'l r i ch t et  t r upp s i m

r o l e nf el dz uS.  

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

.r.._;

 
.   : ._: .

i i

  . 1 _ _ - ,
1 _ .

\
.

L
- .

 
_ . _ . _

i
_ _ .  _

  - i _ _   . a 1
_ •

'
_

  + J   3 i
_

J i V
1

. .
y

-  - - .
,

_ _  . _ _. _
i

_ _ , - - - -- _; _ . _ . ..
i

.  
i

_ . _   : .
 

., ., _ . , '
. J:1 it

1 J _ - _ _ `
. y _ _ . _ .. . . ._

 
 :

.  
_ ,    _i 1 .. i • , v

 
.  

. '  
_. . .

 
,

•   '
  _ . . " . 

 
.. i 1

. 
,  . .. . .

"- I !
.
i

.i. . . _ ._ i .   _
u U =   ' .. .

r
, .

' 
`

.
l • '

` - , . •- -
- -. - _V

_
= -   ̀ . :- , _.. _

- _
i . . _   J ;

 

    . . ; . .. v . .  

' 
L - - -̀- _ : t= _ r : ._ _ .         _ . ,-_.__ _i  :  : , - - -=. ..... c       _..   r  i •:,. . ;

- . : = :   _.
 
. : _ _

.
_ _ 0

.
=  - - - -

  :. „ -.;  
. . . .. _ .

  C _
1

_ .. L _ .:
C1   1 =   :   `  -

_
_

_ - :: _    ::C .
  - _ _ ,- :  : . '  ; .: -     ,.

'
, . - ..

- - - '= -- .: - '  _: G i
.. __ -

_ -:
: _

. . _ ,. _? _ :. G _
  ; . . _ - : - _

.     i _  : i
. ' -.

:     _ ;: i, .. _
    ..

:: ` „ .-   J - ;  -

 - - : : . _ :: :.   _ ,. '  :. _
=-_

  t    -:. . . ._ _ _ _
    _ :.

   
_.C' . : .: .. .. . _ _ _ .: I   •_

.: . _ C   _  ,

.

 - , _i
,
t - .. .

:  
'     : _ _ : _ ._

  :   .
l •_ i  : 1 =

_ . . _
: 1 _   .

? •  
i , :. . .

  J
_
: - 0 - - _ j  

..
  : i : i _

 
'   _   - -     . _   - '

.
 

_ _ _
t : - -

. '
_ .- _. - _ < •-

_
j -  ,.   _ .  - r .

    - . _, , i   . 1   'r   i
. , _

l. .'  .:   . _
i
.•-: _ _   ._   /

."
 

- . • _ 1 .1. y .
-   -   _

L =  J
- . . . -.

l . .: 7 _ - . . :   i
. .

l i   .  : _ : . _   - .
_

_
-

..
'. .,

t _
r 1

,   _ . ._ . :   • '
- -

- - -  
.1 1 v '-.

  J
_

l
,

'
: . _

-
_  

     a
1 _

l

` _
  ,

1 i
_ ( • 

.
1

.i . . . _
.
. . _ _

' _   .
   

  . . .  t
 

. _ . _ v ' 
- v U 'V :

_ _

_ . -
.

. .
v

- - . - .
; 1

,

l
.
%

. . _
i _ v

t
f " '

  - . ` , -
 
.
1

_
Z

 
.

_ ._ - _ . _ :
1 •

. - .
  i =

  •
!

i
iJ :=

_. -     . ,r . -
•
 

'
-
- _ . _

l

. -
v

_ _ _

,

.
l

. - . . .

•
 

_ _ _ - 1 . .   . . . J
 

v  
G

. . . . . . . .
I

. 
+
. _ . .: %

  . .   ., - _ ., _ ._ . r
 " . ,

0 -_ .. _ . _ ._ . ,.' . . _   _ .  _   _ C _   .  _ i ,
C t, _ G   ,1.

y :  .  
._
i

_ .   1:. . -  
,   . _ . . _

• _ , . _ •   _ _- _ _   _  . _  : _ _ r  _   - :
. : .  V . ..'

_
•

_
.
- - '

.     - -
i

.
.

.
1

.
 

. . _
-  

.
 

.
:  

. .
.

-   - - -
  : 1     i  

:   L
:
=A:

. .
_

- - .. . ..
"1 u `  

_
  - - =

J
.  

, I . . y .   _ -/. _ _ ;  ,
_ . 7 -

.'   _ . •• l . 1
_,   l . _ . _ 1. .

 
...

  . •.
7

_ l : . l  ..   .
J

-  
i I

L i . •   . . _
:i

..
'

.   .
.

_ . -
 
,i . - - `   - - „

T
.   . . . , '

_ -   i  
 

- -
  i

_ . . .  
  i1 . . . L L' x '  

-
:    

_ .. . l .r   . . t_ ...
: 1-

. . . . _ . • . ^
_ -

v
.
,
.. ti

a
. _

a
. -

1.    1
 

 l. •. -   .
.
_

   : . . . V = L
  . '

- ' Y
_ `

i .
•

:1 '. .L '_: .:
  •

.
      ; __ _ _

-
_ .

. ti - i . l f   . . .   " 1 :, .. _ _._.
  . _. .

  .. .
1 =:i   .

t c I '
  •  

- . _ - i - i .  
. . _ . ._ _ . .

 
.  i _ . . . _ . `

` _ ..
. : _  .

%  
... ' 1 •

I 1 J
     

- ._
I

_ '  
-

-
n r _ i ' ' ; _ „ . , .. y

-   j - -_ .,. .   . -.  a :.. . . .   ._ .._  _ - _.J . :,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

-, 
J

 

I J
i v Z   .

Z   p i '7 l +  } = C x t
_   u   ' ' o u l.   l   1   i   ;; `' : l o l. U L C n   . .7 ti   1 LLL C t o

; i v : ;, Ez  c a co :-   r c   :. n s i v _   c co u t; t c :  t •::_   i: .  u c t c i o p t , a-

i
.

:
i

LJ s
'.
^

 
'

:: .
'   i '

'
r l .

   
.

' : T ' l    
i A 1 l i

r .
. L   i 1

. . .
r`

.

t
  r ' 'I a J

.
L   I O   ' Cc s   D'. 

t , t Cl - -i .   :,
 

t   :.1 _ t .vk c n f ro :.. r EcC_ _. o     ; ct    ' ;;1   i 7    u     o z-t   o ..:  : , n d 14

l t l c 1a t   c r v r i o s :; :   1 ::  :  .- 
t i o     ; :e .. x t t n i, t hE ;  r r     _  t t i , n  J

  -. •o _ %    i r !    l ,     0 7. op   r    :.  o :     
i v  = : i c   _c a   o u   l i nc i n   2   n-r

    L' 4
.

  i 1c = C i   Q '. ;
1 :̂  y, .

i 0 L11 ;" C 1       ,     :. f= i V r S tJ   C i
.   ]

. ::1c   1  1
.0 Cla•

I
• 1  ̀

.
. i V - ?  l . l . r   l :

•
y s

-
L

  l
,

a i   a    t   ' Z  '
1 C   r     

.
? 

.
) o 

• . : ` 1 n 1 :
7

- _ _. -   =s --.__ _ J s : _

t ;  = 1 „  .t r i t ,       o -  . .-  c ;,         ;.n
t r   ti r .:  ,  t  -rt  u r. c io r c  s r e: •- '  . -

;oc r t r d i   o l :_
t t c i ; c i :  n t   a .  {;__i   :. L:z   •  h   d co   c u n dc r- a t   a ck

J

  .       _ r :r:   -_, l i r   r  , 
: t .   u ch ra i :  t   k     c a :: a c c u r a n  J t :   i r o : l y

Ex   1
  -:a t i o yz i e i n ;;   e   .u   t c ;;o c i :. r ,  t i o ;? bc t   :    ;  t h t a i r   i v i -

•

  i c i  ;   :  _.   :=,r,y   c.u ,  r:      . i ;l   a c: r :     1    'o r c    •.  ,;c .   = t i 1 1 t _
U   :  

•. .

o  ̀ f f  _o w t :iEi j o : i
,J i n   l b   s   .: i     i l      i a , . ,i i.;  t ii   :;x cE  t   o z

o   o .      ; .:. ::e r  ,   o up .:.ov   d at s f ai r-1 % i
_

t   s t n  : +    r  ,    u ,

,_ : :   •C-,,   -   E-  , r     ,,;.   ti   o r t, :   r L   t     t   t a _• c t s   ` C,      t ,  i n  : i r c c t s  s

rLi   s i o ; s   r   , , i c :   r '    .; '; '    =  ,  i ._ _ : r  r o    t i o n w t h     _ u n d
-
h "

_ =i :    _
    1:.:n  Fc  a r     L:  t :      ; - i n i t     y  .v t o :7 Lvo v :  n -i l ar -

t t,   3' :' ?  , r   •:1       i
. . ;. l :i:     ;  i l   %,

  n     i   , ••;,
 

. :  :.. [. ,u Cl i c   t i o n °   V   t   :L
r    

Y

t•. Ct r ' r    
 

r , 
' : ". : i 0  ' `   ' .    ' _.  a =- ; n   : ,o .r         _• 

l i c .      d. ' r i t :  u t   i   ,n
  oo   -

   u    : c a   i o ns , no   - . v e r , ` v c :  t       ;; :   t ; i r l i a i so n t     ;  s ;,ti t a

  r-:     u  : i t s L;_ r E   o   :c r 1 :     ,        z-: i t t   .   y ?,:Er   c^  _..  i t t e d a s
I

V

•   ,%_ L_  : 4t i c   l y     c  t•:i   e l       r: , :a :•   :Z  c as   i r t 'r:    . LO Cl G O f t C   

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

J j

i; i 5,   t      . t;1 _  ;,.- .

,
  C t u :   1 ; ' , 30 :7 t   C t     ;

, ;  t: i; ;1   ?1 c L l.l
i t '.   i. T E 3:1      i     r l : 

  :7 t ; : G   : ': t
.̂ _ a     ,  Y'   ' t L'   ? V   u c   a I l Li l t c   1Ii     :a y  1 .0 CC O i    x'    

t i o  7   t t <<  t o  : l   v c l . i   _       i _ .'   - _o : E      ,         ,  l f n t f ro - 
a

  1   t t e r c   t n    i    ?'  , lEr cc ,J.r: f :    i  , _ ;   - _, - r  ,- o i t :       a hi r- Li -

   i :,i o n , .      : _  c   ,  __     t _ r     n Lc   i  ._=_     o t  i   p ,-.      n t ;  u t Ylo r ,  y  

1 y J . _
  L

.
  ^ Q , 1 ' . I  r   i "1 ' I

 
. '1

;
  (Z   '     ' `   <

.;
P   G CJ `'   - ."  '     .

i t
'. f

..
 

1  . .   ,
;

,
      c . . , .L

l .
•

 
  r '1  

.  
G r

  . J  v
  . 1 '

.."
,
. ,1

C  
 

•

..  
. :.,   1   1    i n cl c :: _ ac _.  c t ,' i t :  ,, ,   - ,   na   r  _ '   ,_  ur ;.    . q u ur i;  r   .

  1  _  t
. n ul   :  , v   '  :   :  n c c   .    ;:   T <<.   s v   L -: cl o     w  :: t  ; c t b e t s'!e E :7

't; :' _   :. =.  1 Y-   .. i t   = t  . - -
-

C : 
t

;j  
i

1 J ` l " L' 1 :  -
. .

- 1
t

 
r V ' r   1 .

 
.

:1 t •

=  '= :1   _   1 :?   :: 1 _ : .. C:: _     ~, 
u a   0  1 i ' : .c L  7 t i1 ti z _::3' 0 :1 1 ,_-       .,

.
 .
:   .   t

. - _. .
  'r r ' 2'  : J !  c ;: t E

 
 
.
:^      

.
;   ' . 

O l.'
 

_ .. ..
   7   ._ :1 i T-E C 

.r.'D :a....   ri
  lZ 4

  o v - r     ' - ;   r : , c     ̂ . : l t      a -  •= t  .   ` _  . ,. ` r a „ r .   -    
-

-  r°- .;   r     _   u   1 ,    . t

c : i :: t   n   c    : c .  r.:       ,, c     - -F c1
__a r e v

i -
_ . - ;  , - -   • _ -  - -- -ul

_  __ c c    .

,
: :'   EVti r , t ':,   f : ,:  

. :  c i c   c  t   ; :ri     ._ : ? = o 'c cu r i :. '  ̀ : i c =- ,

..I : J_
t :: o   i _

. = a   : r   t i o
.   1 L

.i
_ i

.      ;   i c t J J i•: .
:

_ : I  :  '.i i . t J̀ C u S '  l 1j
.
6 T'

-
j
. ,  :  C3  r "   CV   ;   - - .- _
r   i

..  
 - _1    t :    ,_  v c r   c    _.. ;:. r ,. =4 =u i  s o r :,i  r e   .

:;1
 .,r  t  -.  w - ,   1 -   ti   ,  ,_r ,   o        '- i  ̀c u _ 

t    - f T  ; -  -, -- .- - - ..   1     ,   r L ];,
v .   _ L  ;   

   -  
.
r '  

_ 7 : 
.

I   i ' :     t
. _.  

...
  '    

.
Er . ._

L=   '   ' ' - - -  : +L ' v J . .. . .
w

..
. 

.
i ; ;

.
r-i L V 4

.
    t .

_
1 I 11   r . 

    . • '

C 1 U 1 G  r _ .. .   .̂ . 
I l : l Ji

_
s Y     

_
` J y !

 
' .7 v

` .
i Y . 'J . :  1 V : . W 1   'v .

:   l T   l rLt v̀ y , -

  ' . _ l. . , v '   ; l , .
 
,

:
_ . . r . . c . i _ _ _ 1 - - - -  - - v -   ». ..   r .

i .   _ . ^ : c: ,   ;     _ C _  _  . -    . _ _ . -- _ - -- -  _7  1 C _ ,. , , U  L '   :    '

    1 i r    : 7'-     -   .: _  !T     i. i  " :, =- - '„   r 1 .   :  _o  -t  . n   t   1   , t  :  

- ' :_ = C     0 _   0
._,

, :J L   r   i :i   '       '  v - ', ?   T
. . : l

.
t    I c  _ '1a  i  •: - r!

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

coa

l o   t c    p l Et t l  T i a t i r  r. t y y     r s o f ,uE a c e .

? . "t o l i s a , 1 r   g t t a ch s   3i a s t yo u r t Ee n t h ,  rmy Fo s  • :. .

R  c   r da 1"  po r t f o u r a.
t t a ck a by F o l i   h ai r c r a f t , o nE e a ch o n

1C, 11 , l   ,   .n c: l o     u t c :-_
bc r . 'z h   l a o t o   t 'ae s E i s de s cr i b-

E d 3s a a   uvy t o   :b i n _ s t t   c   . '1' i_  l a ck o i d  t a i l Gd r  cu.    r t s

:  3  Es i t  ._;;  o : s i  cl e t o dt t s r   i n   t  _  ;  c t u al . s i z E o   t hE  e

P o l i :     i r   t t   ck s , bu t   x     r i   yc e s   o t rs t 'n   t t h   t r c op s a s 

 

  l . i    r l   r u hE   c  E a ; o   l c c i, i c ; .
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a r ul e i n &1 1 co a b at s i t u a t i o n s   sv e ;;.r s a t l y Ex   e r at e d

r s po r t s o f any ai r at t a ck . I h i s 1 s sl l t h E :. o r s 1 i k el y i n

t " E Fo l i s h c smp a i   , s i : c e t hs Ue r ma n g ro u n d f o r c e a af t e r

t 'r, e r s so u n di n :  s u c c e Qs o f u s r   a n co u n t e r - a i r o p &r a t i o n s i n

t  l e z i r s t f e w d ay a a t r o t i r  e v;Er s e xl    s e d t o at t a ck by

F o l i s h ai r f o r c Ee . Gns c a n un oe r s t an   t h a,
t t h Ei r s u r p r i s  

_ mu s t h av :, bESl: al
.
l t h E g r-e a t e r wh   n Bol i ah 3i r cr af t o p e r a-

 
't i n   s i nE,l y s u d de nl y a t t a ck e d t hEm *: i t h bomb s an d wEapo n a

f i r e i n t h e s Eco n d b al i o f SCp t ErabEr . Su cr, i so l at e d i n c i -

dc n t s   r E u n avo i dabl e ev e n i f ab so l u t e a i r s up r Ema cy h a s

b e e n e s t a? l i s h e d, Fo r t t  i s r E aso n al l t r oo p s Pr o m t h e o u t -

 ea t , an d s v e n u n dEr p e a cE   n di t i o ns ,  r u s t r e cEi v e t r a i n i n 

' i n u n i t a i r dEf s r.s s a c t i o n .

3 .   i r Tr an a  o r t o f Su   pl i s s . Th e r ap i d e s,a
t  ,;ar a   c.

so u t h wa r d a dv 3n c E o r t h e Gc r r  a :  ar   : i e s i n P o l a n d r   s ul t e d

i n i  at 6 r r up t i o n s i n t h e no r mal s u r f ac e mo v eme nt o f e upp l l Es

f o r t h ¢ t ro o p s . I t i s o nl ;r n a t u r al , t h Er e f o r e , ' t h ,  t t h e

g ro u n d f o r c ES a.l r a a c  r a t an Ea,r l y .  t 2.  s r e q u ESt e d t h s a i r

t r   spo r t a t i o r  o f t hEi r s uppl i e s . Supp l y mi s s i o n s we r e re -

_ q u Es t s d an d c 3r r i e d o u t al mo s t da i l y i n t h e 9- 23 Ss p t er  be r

  p Er i o d. REqu e s t s ws r E s u bmi t t Ed by t hE ar ini e a t o t h e l r a t -

t a ch Ed t ac t i c al 3i r s uppo r t oomma n d , wh i c h f o r wa r de d t h    u

o n. I   r c a1 1 t y , t h E a i r ,i ,o v s mEnt o f s uppl i e a i o r t h e g r p   d
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f o r c   s ;•-d ; a mi s s i o n o i t :  c o p F r   t i o :    7
.. L u i t ,: af f   , so t h at

i , t hE so u t h i t u: ,  a   r   s     ns i b i l i t y o f t h e Fo ur t h   i r F1 Ee t

.'. ;c   Et h   l e Us , t _    Fo u r t r ` :Zt '_1     ;y o  . 1 7 Se p t e wb s r r E : u ESt Ed

a Ls i  -:n r  c n t o T a sp e c i sl a i r t r   n s po r t a t i o r   r oup . Gti• i n;   ̀w

t h e s t : a i :;=d   i r t r an spo r•t s i t u  , t i o n i n t h s En t i r   t h E at e r

a t t h   t i ,r,s , t ti i s r   q u   s t • o  ;,1 d :ZOt b     t  s i ds r e d.

  i n cE i t :••a s p r 3 c }.. '_  c al l y i
.:,.c o s s i bJ

,•E t o c a r r f̂ o u t l a r   e -

_
s c al e ai r t r aa s po r t a t i o ?   _i s s i o n s i :  s uypo r t c f t h     r o un d

f o r c  s , i t s   e     d f ..z1 15- ,
  u s t i f i 3bl c s,n d d   s i r e a 'ul s at l e a s t

 ̀  c   r ?    o u t s     1 1 mo v   ms r t s . I : t :  e .:o nc o t L: .  Fo u r   :h   . r

Fl s s t s  ,   ..1 s u  ,p l y r:io v r   ,     t s o f t fli s n a t a r s ws r   c a r r i e d

o u t i n ,
  Ex   Tr;p l a rJ- m  : n   r T

, 
t h E r s co  ::i    i s s   n c  u n i t s 3s

  p ar t o r t :    i r no r m  a i z  t s c t i c 3l m:i t  s i o n s ,

  -. i r   Eco ;:.n a i s s a n c s ,; .;t i v i :,i Es . r 'r o    aVa i 1 3b1 E r e -

 cc r n a i ws ;  n cs r e po r t s 3n d r t co c  n a i s   a :  c   mi s s   o n a b s i  ;ru    r_t s

i t i s o ba i o u s t h at t h E fl c t i v   t i s s o i t h s r e co nn   i s s an c e _ -

equ a dx o ns o f t 'ns o b _ r a t i o ?  a1. Lu f t   ; ? f '  Y;e r E p rc p e r l y i nt c   r a t -

  d t :i t h t 'no s E o f t h e r     ?  n a i :. s a  : c   u n i t s u n de r T  e t i c a,l•   3. r

Su, po r t   mr_a n a 1 '   , an : t 'n 3t coo r e r a t i o n ;r,Tas s wo o t h , r  s co  r-

:    i s s an cE r t s ul t s t re r c  
. so Ex ca an V,e d p u n c t u al l y , b e t wE  n t h s

co r.;ma n -' s i nvo l v s d, I !Z co n t r Gs t , i t     E3r s d  f i n i t e l y   s t a b-

1 i s h Ed t 'r  a,t r Eco i n ai s s a .- c E r E;:,a r t s a s a r u l   r   a ch s d t h t

: i   ;i  t r 1 r v E1 e i r co r: :i;a,n ds f ; r t o o l at E.   Ep s a t Edl y h i   ,
h   r
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t he y e a,t  , 8n d t hi s mi   h t h avs ch an   e d t he e n t i r e p a t t e r n o f

even t s  .n t he f i r s t y s ar o f Wo  l d War I I t o t he o,i s a dv a  t age

o f t hE Ger man ar  e d f o r ce s .

Z'b E f g e t o r whi cb ma dE g1.1 t h e s e h i   hl y i nipo r t an t a u c c e s -

s e s po s s i bl E wa g t h e s u r p r i s i n  l y qu i ck a c h i e v s ms n t o f l  r man

a i r s up r•e ma cy i n Po l an d.    Er  a r.y
  s o ppo ne 7t s , e mpl o y i nb a

p l u r al. i t y o f t h e '  e r n a n s t r  n  t h i n ma t e r i e l , o nl y s u e ce Qde d

 
i n e at 3  l i eh i n : a s i mi l ar s u  a r  i o r i t   o r s u r e ma c s ho r t l  p Y Y

b c f o r s t h e e n Q o f t h e i•-ar a nc o nl y t he n wi t h ox t r e me di f f i -

cul t
,y a n d af t e r c au s i n  wi de ep r e a d di s t r u c t i o n i n t h e GEr ma n

  o ne o f I n t e r i o r an d af t s r t 'ne GEr ma n f o r ce s i n f i v e y e ar s

o f ` i   an t i c b a t t l ®. h a d 3c 'n i s v e d i nnu   ne r abl e f aano ue v i c t o r i e s .

  83 
_

OGNF
.A

RI 9DN GF uL '.  ' AI     ND Fa L 2 Sfi AI R FO.=cCES '

, 
.   pp ro x i ma t el y t wo - t h i r ds o #' t 'r  e en t i r e   ò r ce s o f t ha

   L̀ u f t wa f f e we r e oo ;r;mi t t Qd i n t hE Po l i s h c alnp a i gn , ma  i ng  ,

t o t al o f 1 93p ai r c r a f t , i n cl u   i ng   0 bo  ab e r a.
 

Cppo ss d t o t h e s e f o r ee s , t he F o l f e h comma n d h a d a t t h e

o u t b r e ak o f ho s t i l i t i e s      g f i yh t e r s , 1 3p bombe r a , a .n d 2 95

r e eo nn a l s s ancF pl a ne s , mak i n b a t o t al o _ ap p ro xi ma t el y ?  tU ,

p l u s 5 6 a i r c r af t oo n s t r u ct s d sp e ci f i c al l y f o r n av al s uppo r t
 

o p Er a t i o n s .

s 3 .   omp ar e p r e a e n t $ t i o n i n P ar t 1 , Ch ap t e r s 2   a d 3 .
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1C 

Ac co r d i n  t o am t he r   u r es w'  i ch h a s bEC  me av a i l ab l s

 

plo l' G r e ce n t l y an d app  : ar s t o b e mo r s a c c a r a t a , t i1  F ol i s h

co Qn a n d h a d co ns i da r a bl v l ar   s r a i r f o r c Ee av a i l abl e , a s iro l -

l o ws : 1 67 t,n mbe r s , 27 5 f i 4a t e r s , an d J ò5 r a co nn a,
i s s a n c e

p l a n  s , mak i n` a t o t al o f app r o x i mat el y   C f i r s t l i ns di ri -

c r a f t , pl u s 80 ai r c r a f t s u i t a bl e o nl ; f o r n av al p u rpo +aEe .

. I r. any c asE, t he Luf t waf f e h a d a cl e ar numEr i cal sups r -
•

i o r•i t v f r o m t h e o u t s e t . Tn r E s   e c t t o co mma.n
d , t a c t i c a , t e ch -

no l o   i c al p rc p Er t i e s , a .n d p e r so n nEl t h e r e c an a,l ao b a r dl y be

a r y do u b t a s to t h   GEr rz a :  s up e r i o r i t y f r o m t h ® v   ry be     nn -

i n   . :-io    s v s r , t h i s cb ES no t de t r a.c
t f ro m t hb i mp e r i s h $bl e

,
f ame t he L u f t waf f 6 mEr i t c d t h r o u gh t hE co u r aSEOUa co mb a t a c-

  t i o n o f i t s u n i t s i n t h e wa r s   a i :  s t Fo l a nd .

Th c r   a so n s fo r t h e oompl e t El y p a g s i v E bc h av i o r an d a c-

.
t u al f a i l u r e o f t h e F o l i s h 3i r f o r ce s h av e be s n t r e at e d p r e -

v i o u sl  T f ro m t h e v i   wpo i . nt o f   o r   an i z a t i o n an d oo mt  a n d oo n-
   •.

t r o l . Fo r an h i e t o r i c al e v   l u a t i o n t he o :  l ;  r e al l y i mpo r t Rn t

f e c t i s t h a t f r o m t h e t r i r d d ay o f b a t t l e o n t hs P o l i bh   ai r

o ppo ne n t wa s no n- e x i a t e n t , r_o F ol i s r a3 r f o r es s s x i s t e d wh i ch

co ul d h av e i r t c r f Er E d Ev En o nl y al i   h t l y i rn   ro u n d o p Er a t i o n a .

  +.
Z a,l k bv t h   n   h i e f o f S t a f f , F i r s t   i r F'l e e t ( l r n s r aLma   o  

W. 5p e i de1 )
, s EE Tn t ro   u c t i o r. , F ar t 1 .  5 . F ar t 2 , Ch ap t Er 3 , p   . 10 f f .
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_'G   t C16 t ! Û r      =   O Tu ; a i 3   . . O r t ti   i

,  _1
I i , 1 .' , 

f l   :  t a t t L 1   c i C '!- 

± l ,.
  `  .

  J   ,. t i
.
l   . 'L1r t  0 SC _ u C :.

?
._ ` L1I' C ti C'G ::.   1

.
1   ry l

. ?i t  ":: f 0 r 1T.  .

f 0 t t , t     t 1
. C

.;1 l. j Jl
. ti c.   r t   J

...
a l

.
t t .,r,

-( 1 :  f l   '   ' 6 C   1 '.-'.

:•  

s   a   .F n 3i x   s

  ? . ,  :    :      r.  .: -   i   en      Jr   t    +-    aC r -; •  i " 
.

f f L r t   .  :
 

  u :  . :  : dc , L u {- t l l o     ti u :  d  +, :7 ; c; :.    
_ 

  ' r      ; - _    ,  X -   t •  
,: • • . _

_ _ ;   : :   ;   o .  . c , ,7   '  .   u     :..: ic :  s t   I l u n  
 i

" i 0   L 1_•3 l. _ . ' ''- ;:  . ,r; . _r"_ ?"1 E ;  c _"
L

.J _ T.  ', „ I !   1 lil r  G  E Q1   1 1 i , l.l   f
:'̀!' ::  ..

: !J   i  l;.G _    t 6   1 ;    -- Ci   I- i ]
..     -(., ., E TC .-        u r i ,a   :,t l  }t t   4   - 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8
   

1Cc a

r oo t _;o t   b7- -   -r.t .
1   .   _  t G  bc r ; ,    :   :     c   _ s   c i: t u:.      r   i     i as   Et z e de s
        r  ;   s c   ,    dEr   J: z  •:i s   ;z     dc  a   . u   a aG.   c : t   r  bEr ,
,,,  7C : ':    r l u s t :, 1Er   :   r•:: t w   r    u t t i• a_ f E i  r, r o l c n+e l dz u;; .

 

'̀i

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

l 07

  1 1 f u r t h   r de v el opmEnt s i _  t :1e a i r s i t u at i o r_ i n Po l and r e -

s ul t e Q i ro m t ni c ci r cums t   n cc , Fo r t a  Luf t   ,$f f   , t h i s c i r-

c  ,.uns t sn cs al so h a d t h   r   s ul t t a   t   l l  s c rcnan ai r mi s s i o n s

f r  m t ne t h i r d d   ? o f b  t t l   o n co ul d b   f l o wn un dEr co nq.i -

t i o n    qu i v   ,l Er. t   ?i t h  t ho     o f p Eac   t i m  s . I f t '.:a Fo i i s n •

co L  m  n d 'n   d a a    an vi r fo r c e Ev c n o tzl v mo d  r at cl y c     bl e o f

  c t i o n bu t s    l l co     o an dEd , an  .;   v En i f t h aL' f o r cE r a d bEEn

'
c ap  .b1 E o n1  r o f p i np r i ck t   c t i cs , i,h  u  r mar bomi a_ r f o r c  s

,.ro ul d no t i: av E bEr n abl e fo r  :    1    o n   :  d t o t     E o f f f ro m

t rl   i r ov e r c ro  rr  d bds 6 s i    ui l Ebi   an d r   Et r rn F r•u .: s i a e  d

r   t a r n ta l an ci an d r  f ue l Q_n   r E :,a :; i t i o n af t Er• coTpl   t i ng

t e i r d i :, 5i o r. s    i t r c u t f E  r o i i nt   r   c r En c E. ,    i t was , t h 

  GEr  i  n u  11 t S   :  r   .  b1 E to e x c cu t   t l_ Ei r mi , s i v ns al mo s t oon - 

pl   t e l ;r f r e   o f t 'ns r i s k s c r _  ,t E 3 bj  n:  y L:   r . I f t h E r o l i s h

aI : f   I"CES h 3      1   p 1 a;,J Ed o ;11  T a mi :  i mw  o = a c t i v i t y , t he3

co ul   h av E co -.:   :_ 1 1 E d t h E    : rm  ns t o -; i       r s e   r.e i r ;;   u n d

s   r-v l c   o r     r.
i :     t i o n t o   d= c i   i v e l jT i    l.,o r t      t Ex t Eiz t ; ;i t n

: 1 1 t h c   t t   n d      t   ' f i i c ul f:i c-   f o ?- t h   c .o   r •  t i n   3 i r f o r c   s .

  ny i -o l i c ::   i r 3t t 3 C    ;     i n s t t r   c p   wo a l d r    v s i ut   r -

?  = r  -       r i o u e l  r .̀-i t :  t :. _ o    - r :; t i o r,   o _
i,'.  .     rm a  l 1 rmi t s , a i ACe

t '
.       , r m_, ?  i n f - :1t r ;  ;..   ̂  .: L1  -  1 1

. _. ; t  =   ::,  1 ;,     : n   i t i v E t o   i r

  t _ ,3 c        .: s- i d :   c e d _ ; t '
. .  

i    ,  e x   : F 1 :. s t r e v t   a i ri t h  
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p r Ece d3ng ch   p t Er . ,

0 n c e t h e Po l i s h eo     a n d wa s p r a c t i c a  .l .y p ar s,
l
.y z Ed by

t h e i n c e s s Sn t $i r a t t a ck s   3i n s t i t s co n t r o l ce n t e r s an d a a

a r s s ul t o f t he sy s t Ema t i c dLs t r u c t i o n o f s i .  n al cx   , nu ni c   -

t i o n 5 , i n cl u d i nb t h s m3c t Er r a di o n  : t t x  r k , o p 6 r a t i o n   7. a.
i r

  wa r f ar e a s s u c h Vra s a t ar. e n d. Th e ai r mi s e i o n s wh i ch so

s a r i o u al y di s r ap t e d t he F o l i sh s t r at e   i c co n ce :   t r a t i o n o f

 
f o r cE s c . so be co n a i e e s c r t s esn a.l d r d a o p a i o n al o r t r a t   i c

o p e r s t i o n e . ; I l ai r a c t i v i t i c s c  h 3.c n t he n f o l l o we d we r e e x -

• cl u s j v El y t a c t i c al mi s e f o ns . Th E s el s ct i o n an d s e q us n ce o f

t  8r   e t a , so n e o f t he m cl o s s ba i n 3 t ; le f r o n t an d so me i n t h e

f ar F o l i s h r &ar ,    e r e de t e rmii b e d so l e l y b
,̂ 

t he o p e r a t i o ns o f

;,   t hG :  Ex  a a ar mi Es . .

I n t h e co u r s e o f t h Ese ds v el o p   s nt s t h e i n f l uEa cs a,n d

i « po r t an ce o f t ize me di um l ev el s o f comma n d-   ai r f l̀ e s t : ai r

d i v i s i o n , an d e qu i v al s n t h e a 3q u a r t s r s - - i n cr e a e e d s t e a di l y .

I t Wg5 o nl y t h r o u   h e x t r E  s f l e x i b i l i t y t h a t t h ey we r ® abl e

t o oo ae wi t h t h E i nn ume r a nl e de      n de i• h i c h  t h r e a t 6n e d t o de -

l u g e t hem. Th e e x c e s di ngl y cl o s e co op e r a t i o n bs t we e n t h e

i n t e r me di a t e l s v el s o f Ar r y an d Lu f t  Naf f E co mma n 3 ma de po s-

s i bl e t h e dx t r e mEl y cl o s E co nt a c t wh l ch l e a t o $u c es s s , f o r

bo t h p ar t n e r s . Th e $e p ro f i t a ol e   o i n t Ef f v r t s we r & ma de po s -

s i b1 E o nl y t h ro u   h t h e e x ce l l e n t p e r f o r ma    ce a o f t h e u o' .   n a,p
t e r 2 .
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