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This study, prepzred by Moj. Perbert ileaver of the Combat
Cperaticnal H:Lst.ory Branch ~A4F Historical Office, gives an
cecount of the Tenth iir Force in 1943, covering organiza.tional
changes as well as combatb operat:.ons over Burma, A previous
study, LLFIS-12, The Tenth Air Force, 1942, has treated the
origins and development of the Tenth, and the operations of
its two major counonentsa, the China Air Task Foree znd Indla
air Task Force, Another study, AAFRH-4, The Tenth Air Force,
1 Janveary-10 Karch 1943, has given a more detailed zceount of
the split in the Tenbh imvolving zcetivation of the Fourteenth
Air ¥orce, Like other studies prerared by the Historical
Office, this study is subject to revision as additional infor-
mabion hecomes available,
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On 1 Januvary 1943 the Tenth Alr Force, comzanded by SBrig. Gen.
Qlayton L, Bissell since 18 Auwgust 1942, was almost a wesr old, ard had
been overationsl in the China-Burma-Indin (CEI) theater for nine nonths.
Buring those eventful months much had been accormmlished in Asia, yet
nost of the basic nroblems which had confronted laj. Gen, Lewis H.
3rercton wpon his assumntion of commnnd of the Fenth the preceding
iarch vere still on the agenda for General 3issell nnd his staff to

pon&er.l

then Chinw, Zurza, and India were defined as an imerican theater
of operations in Tebruary 1942 the three main strategic ob,jectiveg, in
the war agninst Jap-m had been: {1) stabilization of the situntion in
the For Tart, (2) security of Indin and Indiad Ocern bases, and (3)
gecurlty of the liddIe :ast.a Stabilization of the situstion in the
Far Zast could be &ccomplishe,& only or vastl; congiricted lines, for
the Philippines, Singapore, and Jave obvionsly were dooned, she imnend-
ing logs of these stronterle outposts accentuatod the immortones of China
&1t the only likely base from vhich Japon'e ifland emvire could be
attacked from the alr., To keep China in the wnr so that her bases might
eventually ve utllized, Indin end Indlan Ocean norbs murt be held, but
the Axis advonces in Asia, Ilorth .’Lfrim, and the Cauncasus threztened
India from the west as well as from the east, Security of the liddle
Tagt therefors vag mendatory. At thie unnronitious time the ar Tenart.

neat assigned the Qenth Alr Foree the mission of supporting the Chinese,
wm AL Y .“A‘Xf‘aimp TSI
‘| ;“ l l “H:ﬁ\g
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expecting that Burna could be used as a major base of aerlal opersiiong,
put leaving plens so flexible that units could be diverted to the
Iiddle Jast sghould that ares ampear to te in greater c"a.nger.3

. During 1942 only one of the basle strategic aims was comletely

renched--securlty of the !iddle Tast., Stablilizstion in the Far Jast

toolr place only after the Japonese had driven a block between India and
¥ China by the occupation of most of Burim. Indla seemed sofe efter the
Japunege folled to follo¢ uwp thelr victory in Burms, dut Iangsoon, a
vital Indlan Ccean vort, was cone.
vitk insdecunte numbers of combut aireraft omd trained crews, tho
Tenth Jir Torce, organiszed into two ulr btzek forees, did what it could
in 1942 to conbain the galus of the Jeponess in Zurma, Trom April
* through Tecember the heavy bombers flew 173 sorties and dropped 300
tong of bombs on enemy inatallations, From July throuwgh Decermber the
medium bombers flew 33L sorties and drovped 346 tons of ombs, and the
fighters fleur 791 sorties, dropping 25 tons, The total bomb tomnage
in 1242 therefore was only a.'E)out 670, but -the year 1943 was $o0 gee o
congiderable inerease both in the nucber of sorties cnd the bomnnge of
bozibe c].rm_'s'pec'i.:‘1
In splte of the rather meaysr contrivutlon of the Tenth, the situoe
tion in India hod bDesun to chonge radically for the better by Jamunry
1943, Germen threats from the west hod been removed, and the Janonese
. had accomnlished little in their efforts to expond into nerthern Burme.
Averican slr units had secured themgelves on the mainland of asia,

out this security iteelf lessened the urgeney of sending then reinforce~
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ments; changing tides of the uar had left then in the hachwash. Those
units zlready in the thenbter vere forced to translate their mission of
2id to Chinn largely into establishment, mointensnce, and defense of
the aerial suwprly line and 1ts terminals.

Leaving a ninor force at Yunnanyl and Funaing for protection of
the ferry the small mobile Chinn Alr Task Foz;ce {CaZY) under Genmexrsl
Chennault had concontrated ite offonsive efforts during the last months
of 12472 zgainet targebs in eastern Chinn, particularly along the comst.
lleanvhile the India Air Task Sorce (14%F) under.Ceneral Haynes cenbered
ite operations around major targets'in Bur:::a.. Eut in December shortarce
of gasoline at forvard bases indueced Generzsl Chocnmnauld o recall the
cutlying squodrons to the vicinlty of unming, and from early Januzry
1943 until 10 =nreq then 'l_;he CAZT was cbeorbed by the Tourteenth Air
Force, they turned much of thelr attontion e targets in 3urun, therehy
ageicting the groving effort of the I4TY in eripmling enemy transporta-
tion and in neutralizing Janonese alr nover. 5

Shift of the OATY operstions o the west was 2 mecullerly forbtunate
developnent for the IAUT, for in addition to its routine bagis the IATY
was nov confronted witk another provlen vhich threatened to develop into
a major erisig, Jamumese land force's, hnlted during the summer nmonsoon
of 1942, caine to 1ife in the autt‘mn end winter, and by January a two.--
pronged drive--fron Iyitiying tovard Fort Hertsz, and from Loghio toward
Fumming--viag unfoiding.s During Jamuary, Debrusxy, and larch, aided on |
vccaslon by the CATY, the IAIF bent ite efforts toward stopping these

drivee., Chincee armiep on the Salween, iachin levies with the Britich

in northern Burna, 3rig. Orde Q. .[An:atel swponge vensbtration eoluwms
© O AR e Ryl ener B
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in north centrsl Burma, and the Britieh vho mode diversionsry thrusts
at Akyad, all poseioly mede more tenglble and direct contribubtions
toward defeating the enenmy moverment; but the sluost daily babitering
g vhich the %o alr tasz forces gove the transportation systen and air-
droues of Burma denied the eneny offenslve columms wroper alr supnort
and adeguzie supply, and doubbless had no small part in the eveniuzl
turning of the drives.’?
At the beginning of 1943 IATF—_comaosed of the 7th Zombardment
Groun (H), 34lst Bombardment Grow (1) {less 11th Squadron), and Blst
Pighter Groun (legs 16%h Squadron}=-nlas the five squadrone of CATE,
covld cover all of 3urna with an overlanning in centrzl arear. To each
of his units General Hamfes assiimed that nort of the over-all teosl
congonent vith the canabilities of i%s varticular type of plane, Re-
causre of the lony renge and the heovy bomb covacitys of the 3-24's the
heavy squadrons siationed st FPendavoswar and Caye were glven the job of
Gestroying transnortation feuellities south of lmmdslay, with bomdbing
emrhasls on the Zangoon aren throuvgsn vhich most of the Janonese militery
supnlies enbtered Surma. 3F =mlnlne vaters, sinizing ships, wrecking doeks,
and bloving uw rallroad trecks ond bridses froi Bsnpoon to lzndnlay the
7th Croup interfered with the floir of wer freirht to the interior of
Bura*a.e
Using Chalmulia and Ondal es lajy-buck bases and irgatcls as & for-
Q vart staging fleld, ldichells of the 341st Groun vere restricted dy lack
of range, Hence ther carried oub mogt of thelr onerations in the more

ensily meeassivle cenbrel portion of urua. 3tornge aress, bridges,
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rallroad yards, treckege, locomotives, and rolling stock in the .lonywa-
llandalay-llaynmyo region were sttacked so that enemy military suapllies
. waich had succceded in rumning the geawntlet from Fangoon to Thazi were
constantly supject to destruction or serious delay in &elivery.g
trom "Assan bonb-carrying ¥Y-01's of the twoe fighter squadrons of
the Blat Growimatrolled that seetion of Burns extending from Zaba to
Tort Hertz near tho northern border. In tils area they strafed and
bombed villager and installsatlone slong the rosd frow ilyltsylnz to
Summrabun ond froam Logamy tovard Dinjan end IZedo. Yhey perforzed '"eoop-
erction missions® for the <th Torns of the 2Britlsh Iastern Army whieh
was babtling to hali the enermy short of Tort Kertz, The P~40's also
escorbted transports of food-dropping flights znd ot the ssme tine pro-
vined protection to the routine Humn flying, They attemnted to destroy
vhatever swonlies bad eluded thc henvies and mediums $0 the south by
attecking locomotives, worehouses, dumps, redlroad yards, ané bridges,
and nanaged at the ssme time to lzeep Jananese airdromes in northern
Burng alrost eompletely neutralized. 10
lleanwhile the Ca.TF, precariously short of aviation fuel, ran a few
ponbing and strofing nissions in the region from Lashio to Ehamo and
' along the Sursa Hord. The sinsle bomber squadron of QAYT, the 1ith (1),
was forced into aliost counlete iéleness by leels of fuel, end tihe four
fighier squadrons had to vlan with ubmost eare sc as to malle maximum
use of their linited supply. Tegsolte thelr curitziled activity the CATF
was given conriderable credit by the Chinese for helning to stop tre

Joanomese Salween drive.ll
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These operational spheres covered the whole of occupied JDurmese
territory and brougnt under bomd and gun sights of the Tenth Air Force
many key eneny alr oases and the vhole networl: of enemy commmumieations.
Obviously Americon alrmen could interrunt veriodically rail, river,
end uotor traffic by dlowing up lrey bridges, sining river boats,
destroying docks, and dlowing uwo trains; bub siortage of equipment and
conditions of terrain and weathor prevented them from striking per-
marently crippling blows. after the Jouriteenth iir Tores ansor'bed.

CLEF in llareh 1843 1t turned its attention once .ore %o Crinz, leaving
Durmo tarpete exelusively to the Tenth.  ith the, coning of the swumer
monsoon the enemy had ar opportunity to revair muen of the danzge o
eritiesl pointe under cover of raine and clovds., Gne meogsraphy and
veather of Burma so influenced the conflict that it becane largely &
content between ascuracy of Anerlcan alrmen and vergistency and skxill
of Jepcnese vorizers who reovullt bombed-out inetsllations.

~ Iarger thnan prevar Geriwny and nearly as Mg ag Dexas, Zurts, with
its 261,000 govare wiles of territowr;r, has been likened to & gleat wedge
driven betveen India and China. On throe =ido: 10 comntry is locked
in by a wassive ring of mun{gain ran~es waich form most of 1ts 3.'2013
miles of land frontier, and uatil comﬁpletic:n of the Burms and Ledo roads
it had no rall or rood commections with China or India. In the past
theee natural borriers scen to have discourasged brader ond soldler alike;
excent for soma intrenid adventurers who hzd more of the explorer than
tiho entrepreneur in their souls, fev had ventured out with caravans
along the tortucus junsle ond mountain trails that psonnect the three

gﬁi«t’ &4; heTr :ﬁpw mm e
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comntries. Indeed, uatil Jorld Var Il no congquerer hnd ever passed from
Zorms into Chine or In&iar., and with one minor excentlon, into‘?;urm from
Chipa or India, Any considerable militory force occ‘tmy:lng Zurme and,

conbrolliny the rez flarniz to the south would have resson o feel secure;

early in 1943, therefore, the Japmene nrobodly had little feer of on

“y
el

ordinsry frontul attackz by the Allles.

Bronching off from the Eimalayas ot the northern tln of Jurma the
Patkai-Taso Eille, vith nesze ricing to spproximately 20,000 feet znd
Talleye of very dense junyle, interposed on effective bar to tronsorta-
tion betueen Agsan end northern Eurma. Torther to the southwest an ex~
tension of that ranjge, the Arzkr-n Youar, frequently rising to 10,000 feet
znd stretching to *the shores of the Zay of Zeneal, nrevented land comau~
nientione between Indic. sand lower Durmn. On the China-Thnailand eide
$he Himalayan I:ange brapched out inte mumercus rurallel north-south
chaing, exbrensly higk slong the Chins border, topering gradually in
the Snnn States to the south, and stratcﬂing Tax dowm 1Into lanlaya, Cn
the easl, too, Zurie wos long isoloted from ity neighbors oy rusned cnd
Tarbidding 1:1c>urd;ez,ia:1..q.13

In shone and conbour Eurma itsell resembles a slightly cuwped hand,
2 tumbled meas of parallel ridges runming north snd soutkh giving the
peln o corduroy-like appezxranc;e. This central basin, i“hs ridges dwindling
in altitwde towzyd fhne niddle, exbends from Tort Herdz in the north o
the Zay of Zenral, vorging 1n vidih from 100 to 1ED miles. ["orth-south
ranges hindered loteral traffic, but the vnlleys betwesn develoned inbo
heavily troveled routes. Thon the gouthunrd flowing rivers--most

"1 Y i}
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SECURITY IMFORA ID&

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

-

AAFRE-17 RS ~ 8
.- ’*-* \J-—.a- —»k ——\jd.a-ﬁ:—-’: 3

irmortsnt of which is the Irrpwaddy-Chindvin--ond ucon motor roade and rail
lines closely parilleling their courees, normally passed the bull: of

. freighats after Jononese victory in 1942 this sytem became the 1ife line
of their occumation forces.

Thus, in Burma there developed & batile of life lines-~-the Jananess,
ende~voring to bresk the serial line across Zurms to China while malne
teining their owm line from Fangoon to lLylthyina cnd beyond, versus the
Allies, strivino to break the Jananese transnort systen while keeping
their ovn swyplies flowing into Chipa. Uson the wenth alr Force devolved
a major chare of Allled offensive and defeansive resnonsibility in Surnma.

"he double reswoneibllity was not esmsily discharged, for the zirmen
faced dangerous terruin, a battle-wise and determined foe, and sore of
the wvorst f1lying veathsr in the worldd. Lylng allont entirely within
the tropics, Yuraw hag rour seasons: wet monsoon, Ory nonscon, and
traditional weriods vetueen. INoreover, condlitions are not uvniform for

'
the uzole counbry durin: any of the gezeons, The alsh nounisins cnd
degp valleys disturv fthe gencrel clreulation of the monsoons, causing
grant veriations in cloudiness snd precipitation freox section to section,
Tor cxmumle, the avercge amnvel rolnfall on the western or Indian slope

of the Arslan Yoine 1s over 150 inches. In the central basin it renges

from 80 to 80 inches, and eastvard in the Shen States 1t oesln increones
1. 16

‘ Sh«’:‘«r}’) &
The rioet difficult flylng season over roet of Burma ls the gummer

nongoon=w=rld-ilnyr to mid-Octobver——iuring which most of the ralns fzll.
Turing this season there are :E‘cx, daye vhen srv conditions are not 'heavy
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brolzen to overcast,? and only in the dry area of central Furma could

aerial missions be planned and executed with a reasonable degree of
regularity., Desnite the difficuliies involved, however, Anericen sireraft
operated in 1943 throuphout the wet monscon, a season formerly regarded
as a period for training, refltting, and »lannlng for fubure oyerations.ls
Weather was alsc a limiting factor in operntions over the Hump,
but ?ranspor'b rilots often preferred fog, rain, snd clouds to clear
skies because of the nrotection thick weather afforded their defencseless
craft from Japomese intercegstore., ZFlying Dlind over the nountelins was
iteelf a hazardous procedure, hovever, and crumpled remains of transport
plenes rusting ator Jasged peaks alony the route indicabe the nigh price
pald for this tyne of protectlon. Yet moct of the plaones got through,
and eveniually one flyer wae able to state without undue exaggeration:
N/e have faced and licked the toughest weather in the world--the
equatorial furrace of Indiz, the efernally upturned buckets cf the monw
soon, the bone-penetrating winber of the Chinese mountalns, ol?
In comporigon with movement to other theaters the flow of goods
to Chinn was only a trickle, but it wes probably o major factor in Yeen~
ing alive the Chinege will to continue the fight for survival as an
indevendent country. Develoument of the aserlsl sunnmly line, inereasing
its sfficlency uvnder most adverse conditions, and wrotecting bases and
operations from intruding eneny slrcraft repz:asented on the part of
the :‘sznericamx: a trmiy great effort to fulflll their ooligations to pros-

trate China, snd 2 signifiesnt accommlichment in the O5I theater of
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. The already confusing administrative and organizaitional problens
. of the 447 in UBL becsme nrogressively wore comlex during 1943, In
Lecenber 1942 assumntion of regponsibdility for operation of the aerisl *
ferry by the India~Chira ving of Ai::' Transport fommand (ICUATC) under
Gol. I, H, Alexander had simplified owerationnl problems, leaving defense
of tages and the sizles over northern ~urma bs the most pressing opera-
tlopal problem of the Wenth, For thirs tnsz Genersl lssellls force in
Januzry 1943 had only 262 planes: 32 hesvy bombers, 43 medivm bombere,
and 184 fig‘,hters.l This totel of 252 planes indicated thut the isrnold-
Portal agreement of the preceding sunner, which called Tor 252 oprera—
tionzl planes in 31 by October 1943.2 had becn imniemented fully, but
further examination shows that such was not the case. Ten of 4he 32
hezvy borbers were encient .~17's vhich had not been off the ground for
nore than six months: sevoral of the 184 fignhters vers obsolete P-43's,
ard others were worn out P-40'z vhich had besn in constant use with
the American Volunteer Group znd China 4lr Tagk Force for over a year.3
Actually, the TPenth JAlr Force could not have wut inte the air 200
plznes which were fit for combat operntlons.
In 2ll, four combat groups were presend: one heavy bombardment of

. zour squadrons (7th); one medium bombardment of four squadrons (34lgt);

and tuo fighter groups of three squadrons each (23%& and Slst). ‘I’ive of

these 14 squadrons were in China vhere they had been omerating as the

T~ R -_/,.._!%,S
'::na....up..,n‘g
I m‘?@“* “m @‘V LT}’!T A
#
...

a, m o
SECHRIY DR EATI0H
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. U_-jn 'i ! e
ANFEE-17 W ! [} 11

CATF under Brig. Cen. Olaire L, Chennault since 4 July 1943 11th
Dombardment Sgquadron (II) of the 34lst Grow, the 74th, 75th, and 76th
Tichter Squadrons of the 234 Croun, and the 16th Fighter Sguadron of
the 5lmt Croun. On 1 January ther were hased in the Fuanming: area and
vere equipned with 85 alrcraft consleting of 12 medlun bombers and 73
fighters.

The nine sguadrons rexzaining in Inuia, organized in Cefover 134N
into the Indle 4ir Task Force under Bris. Gen. Caleb V. Haynes, consisted
of the 9th, 436th, 4924, and 49/d Borbardment Squadrons of the #th Group
(H); the 224, 420th, and 481st Bombardment Squadrens of ‘bhé s4let Group
(}); sud the 25%h and 26th Fighter fousdrons of the Slet Grouwp. They
included. in their eovipment 174 aireraft: 32 heavy bombers, 31 medium
boubers, and 111 :E‘i,f:hters.ﬁ

In China, oir oporoations had been poing on continuously since
Lecesber 1941, and the five squadrons of the CATT had been in action for
more thon six months., & sufficient number of.alrfields was avallable
and denloyment in that sector was no longer alj'sroblem. In India, on the
other hend, full deployment in 1942 had not veen poseinle. Heavy bonbard-
ment opernbions had ceased for several months vwhen all avallable bombers
vere transferrcd to the !Xiddle Zast. TTwon the retum of the nilots and
planes from the lllddle Zast the 9th ond £36th Squsndrons hz provided
cadreg for tuo newly activated seucdrons, 4924 and 4934, and the 1lth
and 224 Squadrons hnd given un cadres for -~etivation of the ¢90th and
491st Ccucdrons (Ii), Tais action, in effect, inrd given the IASF four

heavy and three pedlum hombardment squaurons, all -ith exnerienced
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codres, tut lergely monned by cormmarstively inexperienced »ilots who had

recently arrived. The 25th and 26th Fighter Sguadrons of the Flst ~
. Group had beenr moved to Assam wron commletion of tralining at Zorachl

nut-had 1ittle coubat exverience before January, Zxverience level of

tho IATF therefore was far belovw that of the smaller C.T when 1943

onerations beg

Denloyment of squadrons eastward from zrachl had been a glow nrocess
in 1947 and had not been completed by th-e end of the year. Heavy sguad-
rons operzted from Allabhabad, then wover to Gaya, and oy Janusry were on
the move to the sres of Fandaveswar vhere they stayed for the first
months of the new Femr. Hedium squndrons similarly moved ecestward and
were at Cndal and Chatulle. Tne two fighlter squadrons were at Soockerating
and Dinjan in Assanm.

Yhe choaging cituation in the theater alego brousht about an eactrard
¢hift in other sir force installotions. iir Service Cormand wnits arriv-
ing at Yarachi in 19432 hod fanned out to set w instarlabtions in suwword
of combat squadrons. The 34 Alr Depot Groun had estzbliched the main
denob ot sgro vkile the Hlet Service Grouwn had nrovided small detachuents
ror every oneratlonal sector. lleamhile the Harachi Americean Aix 3ase
Comman.d. had continved 1ts recepi;ion and braining ol versonnel arriviag
in tne theater, late in 1942 the 305ith Servlce Groum hod arrived in

. India. Shortly thereafter it vas moved to Cndal to begin a service
center, exchanging nany merbers for exnmerienced wersomnel of the Blst
Groun., Constantly ylelding w seasoned men to nev orgenizations, the
£let finally arrived in the Dinjan-Chabua ares. bne of ite squudrong,
—_— T T "\r",’ﬁ‘*i‘f"'“a
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the 54th, went to Iunming to serve the CADF, ond later dbecime the nueleus
¢f the alr service cormmnd established in China, Preparaztions were also

peing made for a depot at Calcutta, to De pubt into service as *soon as

. full use of the mort could be resumed. | Hindustan sreraft, Ltd., ab
- Zangalore vas supnlementing tke work of the 34 Alr vepot a2t dgra, ond
wlong for exponding ite recponciollities weroe under consideration.
idber 1ittle nore then a year of war neither the Japanese nor the
Allieg were yot in position to tuite mositive ofzrensive ocotion ix Col,
‘e hard-mresged Cnlnegse, far more war wez;,r:,' than the British or Americans,
felt, hovever, thnt there shouwld ve no further delay in formulation of
' offensive plens, GChlang Hal-sher indorned dhe Allies that China's cone
dition was eritienl, &nd Bhnt ritnout sonething more than token aid from
the outside the Ohinese could not lomg continue regli-tance. He urged
that Imaedinte action be taken to inereage the My toannse, and regquected
that Averican air ualts in Thina be grently susmented and nleced wider
full taetieal control of Generzl Ghennault.s
Ab the Casablarncs Conference late in Janunry 1943 :'r.'mzvortant dls-

cusslons ccntered on the OS5I, FPreliminary nloms for reoccupalion of
Zuraa vvere drarm un alinougn the date for implementubtion of the vlens
cou.'!.d‘not yeb Do fixed definitely. The Generalissine was informed that
by 20 liareh the nunber of transuoris on the Indiz-Onins flisht wounld

be ralpged to about 150, and that the C-I7'¢ would be renisced by newer
. and larger C-46's as rapidliy os was oracticable. He was also anprisad

thaat & heavy bombordment grous would soon arrive in China, ond thot

activation of an inde::emeat alr force uncler Gener.;.‘l Cnennault had been
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Zollowing the Casoblanca mestings hlgh-ranizing Sritish ond Anerican

mlitary leaders vislted OFEL to confer with the Cninese. In subsequent

. conversations they agsreed on the reles to be nlayed by ecach .Allied

. narticipsnt in the coning esrmniegn to remove the Jansnsse froo Zurmn,
and on tentative target daten for exch mnase. Soon thereafter, 10 lareh,
activation of the Fourteonth Alr Force under General Chennmul$ vas

announcetl.lu ’

Changes involved in the formation of an indenendent nir force for
operations in Chinn had far-recehing effectz on the Tenth., 1% lost
control over five, 01;.’0 of a total of 14, of its nmost active ond exneYri-
enced squndrone out retained responsivility for their sunoly end mainte~
nanee, Lo chirnye in nission of the Tenth wng invelved althouga the
Fourteenth was to share resmonsibility for protection of the nerial ferry.
Ohina and northeastern Burms vere removed fron the sohere of oneration
of the YWenth. Ghe relief of responsibllity, however, was hardly comeara-
ble to the loss of strength incurred by the Tenth. The wmost dangerous
nart of the Humm flight was s$11l in the erea to be natrolled by the
Ffi.gh‘wars from Assam; and ATC lnstallations in the Chabua-Dinjan region
were more vulanerable to Japmnese adtacks $hon vere those on tie eastern
tersinal at Xunming beesuse of the difflculty of establichin. an
effeetive air vorning ne"b.

. Teduction in strength was somewhat offeet by the reduction of the
snhere of overations, bubt edainistrative provlens were comnlleated

rather than simmlified by the division. 2ecouse of the suall mumber of

sguadrons in O8I it was found imnossivle 4o meinitzain the intesrity of
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grouns and at the sane binme nrovide each of $the two adr foreces with the
different Stypes of squadrons necessary to carry oub effective onmerations.
Congequently tvo growms, 3dlast Bombardment (11) and 5lst Fighter, hsd

. their squadrons B.ividfr& betveen 1o oair forces. Ifforts to reorgnnine

» the grouws failed because of the wrobabdility that the remminder of both

divided groups eventuslly would be sent to um.na.ll

In eddition Ho the difficuliles posed by the activation of the
Fourtecnth Alr Force, the staff of the Tenth foced an increasingly
pressing problem in Assan, Olarification of resnonsibilisy and grezter
coordination of effort in thnt area were urgently needed, dut these were
theater nroblens rather then problems of the Tenth. ©The most imediate
concern of Gensral Bissell snd his conuend was the establishment of a
satisfactory defense for this vital aren. Prime requiszijes—-an adeguate
air varning net end o sufficisnt numver of s:xitable fizhter aireraft~.
could not e met fully.

The alr waraing systom for Assuu was a problen of long standings.
Ixtersive exnerinents vith radar equinment proved that thile this devies
comld be used as a supnlementa.:;':y* ald, the nearness of the high I'ngn
Eills to Assaa alr Installations made a normal radar net irmoseible.
Ohief dependence for 1arning of awnro:iching enemy nircreft wonld continue
to rest won suell oubposte far wo in the hills, equipped with portable
radio gets ond supplied by air. Iigateen warning stations were clready

. functional in January 1943, but to assure the maximem coverage, =nd long-

est possible time for fighters to attein altitude, General Zisgell be-

lieved thot cix more statlons were necessary, After it was finally
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demonstrated thot radar counld not be depended uwon cormlebely o renlsce

-

the rodlo worning systeir, the six additional stationg were amoroved.

. Aarrival of men and equivment was slow, hovever, and the new detachmentns
. were not put into action tuntil the end of the 1243 summer monsoon.12

1:eanwhile!ths question of more and betber fighteor aircraft for
defense of Acsam was raised revcatedly. Unable to clind rapidly or to
reach a sufiicicntly hizh altitude, the P=40'z available were wasuited
for thelr defensive work. Furthermore, the tuo squadrons nresent eould
not nmrovide an adeguate defense for the groulng nunber of z‘mirﬂelds and
ingtallations., As o result smnll flights were stabioned vhere full
squadrons vere neede:l.lz Turther develovments hod to awalt the arrival
of a nev fighter groun slready assigned to the Yenth, omd the final
decislon us o the eventual transfer of the Blst Group to the Tourteenth
in China,

hile improvenment of the varning net and sugmentation of fighier
strength in Jdssam vere denenfent unoi arrival in tue theater of nersonnel
and enuinment, another najor Gliflculty vecans serious enowh to reculre
immedinte atbtention. Activation of the Fourtesenth represented a fu;ther
divigion of resnonsinility in a theater where divided reronsibility
elready thrcatened to lsad to widegnread confusion snd duplieation of
effort. Uhe situation in Assan was mordicularly comnlex, Defenge of
the area, including both British and American installations, was an
. Amarican resgn;nri‘nility. but shortage of American ground troops led to

the use of nabtive guards %o protect zircraft and eguinment avout the

airflelds, Ground transnorta.tion, establishing priorities, and handling
f ﬁ;.._,wpﬁ?ﬂm
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of freight were under suwpervision of the theater commander. Air tl:‘ansnort

was accomlished by I0JATC cnd China National Airuays Commission (CAC),

the former having its commond chemnel direet to lashiagton, and the latter
to Chungting. Tae Tenth and Fourteenbh shared the tast of providing
aerial protection for inetellations and aircraft of the alr transoort
agencles,

Izte in April General Stilwell made clenr to General 3issell the
reaponsibilities of the Wenth Air Torece in .Jdssan, and the outecome of ruo-
sequent discussions was o decigion 1o crecte a neyu commond for the Assan
arca, which, in addition bto its defensive remonsibilities, would act
as o coordinator of all slr sctivities., accordingly the Assen American
1y Bage Command (loter imerican Alr Command Mo, 1) was projected and
Genernl Haynos uas relieved of hig past with LALF to command the organi-

zetion, 14

Genersl Paynes, because of his exnerience with the Asgsam-
Purma-Chinn Ferry, the QiTT, and IATF, vas pecullarly Fitied for his
new Gubles,

On 13 June General Bissell personally discussed with Ueneral Haynee,
the latser's resmonsibvilities, and the next doy notified Géneral Stilwell
that orders creating the new cormaond hod deen ipsued, A 2-35 with full
conbat creu uas placed nt the dissosal of General Ilaynes, who arrived st
Dinjon and assaned cormend on 16 June,+°

The primary oigsion of the Assem Anerican Air Zase Gommand{AnA3C)
wns acktive defense of ICUWAYED, ahd ite secondary mission was destruction
of the sneany., Furtheruaore, Seneral Hoyneg vos insiructed {o coordinante

in Assom the netivitises of the Tenth with ICULTO0, sdr Service Conrnnd ,
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GiUAG, ‘lemther Service, Army Alrays Communications 3ysten, and glements

of the Tourtecnth operating there, The new command was to De cormosed

of the Blet Fighter Group (less 16th Sguadron), 672th air .arning

Coipany, 24 Troon Cerrier Squafron, all antiaireraft vatteriss irn the '
aren, the Anti-Smuggling Detachment, and any other Tenth Alr Jorce waits

16 Pnus the 1ATE, now comuanded by Col.

valen should be assisned later.
Cecil Combs, was left without any Ti hber squadrons, and becane in effect
a bomber tasz foree.

e uzuzl difficulties of activatlon were encountered, The housing
situation in Assan wae etill seute; sccommodations for headouarters of
the AMABD were not avallable until 3 July; =nd personnsl for the new
headquarters were not immediately available,? Upon the day of his
arrival at Dinjan General Haynes subtmitied a table of organization for
big command, asking for 21 officers and. 67 -enlisted nen, requesting cer-
tain specified mersomnel vho had served vitn him in IuIF, Ssoproval of
the table of organization was granted only afier reduction to 18 officers
and 25 enlisbted men, and Ceneral Bigsell refused to goorove the request
for individuzl officers of IAYF., Ilot nll the opproved personnel arrived
inzediately and for twe nonths CGeneral Haynes faced his peculiarly
Glfficult assignuent +ith vhot he consldered insufricient '_rnarst.c:m;u::‘.i..:L8

Heanwalle, in ‘ashington, plans vere laid for a larger organizational
change in CzI, It was recognized that tne current mllitery setun in

. that thenter was not conducive to close cooneration arong the Allies,
Sodeavoring to live wn to their ovligations to sumport Onina, smericans

found themselves owerating in a portion of tue Sritish Zrmire where the

-
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3ritish thenselves were Znving politicnl difficuliien, The sritigh,

on the other hond, were not comritted to 2id Chine, and their strategic

rims in Asle thorefore did not colneide with those of eithor the United
States or Chdna. Oloser coordination of effort by Iritich, smericang,
end Chinese did not seen vrobzble vithoub considerable chonge ln the
thentor orgonization.

american militery organization in asie, életated vartially by
exigencies of var and martially by pelitical necessity, obviously, was
not ideal, A1l United Stotes Lfrmy Torees in the UBL theater were under
commond of Geaeral Stilwell, who mainteined a Forwnrd Ychelon heamdouartors
&t Chungking for Chinese onerntions and a Zear Fchelon headouarters at
Tew Qelbi. Since Cencral S$tilwell cpent moct of hig time in China,
relrtions with the sritich suffered, The Lonth Air Force was omercting
frou the iAssnan and Caleutta areas but retained hesdnunrters at MTew Telhi.
The Tourteenth jir Force uns operating in Ohirn from hezdeuarters ot
iunming, ICUHATG, resnonsible for oir tronsnort throughout the theater,
bed hecdguarters ab Chabua, Although onerstlons of the Fourteenth and
the Chinese~imericean ground troows under Genernl Ttilwell were dependent
woon oir supply, channel of command of ICVATO dld not lead through
hesdausrters of the theoter commander,

Yhe majority of Jwerican treops in the theater were AAT personmel
and the mrineiral function of Services of Supply had been to support
. the two alr forces. @eneranl 3tilvell, hovever, tenced to wplace more
and more emchasis on construction of the Ledo .oud and trairing of

Chninese ground troops under .imerican officers at Ramgarli, It was feared
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by AAF pez'-somml that if too much emchesis were placed uvon these two
nrojects the sir forces would suffer, and to prevent too radicml = change
of wolicy it was believed that a high-ranking AAT officer should be wlaced
on General Stilvell's stafs,l? Fublieity in the inerican press giver to
inereacinzly straincd relatbions bebtween the commanders of the Tenth emd
Tourteenth Aly Yorees aloo wointed to the desirability of o senior alr
officer in the theater organization.

As the number of troops im the theater was relatively small, the
moet logleal solution nrobobly would have been o reduetion in the nmumber
of headguarters znd & gernerzl streazlining of the theater organization.
The solution, however, could not be deternined by sheer logle, nor by
the.nost intelligent military olanning, bub would kave to be reached
larzely in terms of the nollsical foctors invelved, in order to solve
the provlens 1t was decided $o send & senlor zlr officer to the theater
to serve as alr adviser to the theater commander and at the same tiue to
act as a cort of ambeoesador at large to improve relations between our
forces and thosc of our Miies. For this irmortant zpd complex mssipn-
ment laj. Gen. George 3. Stratemeyer, former Chief of the Alr Staff,
was chosen, (Genexal Stratenayer hod recently wede = tour of thie theater
and was thoroughly conversnt vith conditions there.no

Fatlence rnd tact vere of highest importance in the ficklish nosi-
tion vhlen GeneTnl Strutemeycr wos to occuny, and even vefore he left
washineton some of the hamdicems under vhich he would have to work were
manifest. As senior air officer in the theater it was to e exnected

“

that he vould have cormend control over the Tenth and Fourteenth Alr
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FYorces, vub beecouse of ohjv;étions by Gﬂiang,: Yri-ghe'r the agsipenment
carried with it only zdvisory zuthority over the Fourtecmth.al A second
alr force organisation, ICJARC, vas aleo $0 be exeluded from his
command. ARG wae a glote-cireling organlzation, and deasvnite the foed
that I0W activities were confined to the Asiatic sphere, it was believed
gest to retnin o cozmrnd chomnel direct to ’.fa.shington.za

On 28 July The Ad,juta:qﬁ General authorized constitution of "The
Eeadquarters of the Go:métnéing Genersl, srmy Alr Forece Unitg, India-
Purme Sheater and alr Adviser to the Aslatic Thenter Commander," and
directed that it be activated at the enrliast possible rioment by the
Comnending General, Tnited States Jrmy Yoreesin Chins-iurma-Indis, She
lettor was mlsleading for several reamsons: offielally =% that itime there
vas neithor an TIndls-3ursz Sheater® nor an Visictie theaterts nor was
General Stratemeyer to be vested with cornznd of oll air force waits in
the theater. Tevertheless, on sutherity of the above lettor Ceneral
Stilwell announced on 20 Auvgust the activation of rfendecvarters, United
Stobes Sxmy Alr Torces, India-wurtn Sector, China-Burnms-India, wnder
command of !laj. Gen. Beorge F. Stratemeyer.gg

At the sane time Gemera) Stilvell nmnounced the activation of
orovisional Headquarters and Eesdouartersd Squadron, Calns-lurmn-India
Alr Service Com.and, and agred for authority to inzetivate the IV apd
X Alr fervice Uompsnds, He notified the Var Devartnent that the Harachi
Amerlesn Alr Base Command, no longer reanired, was being Insptivated.
Activation of provislonal Headguarters China-Furme-Indio Praining Unit
at Horechi under Zrig. Gen, Julian Enddon wag anrounced. Fuarther,
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gaid Stiluell, headauarters of the Tenth would be moved to Calcubtia
as soon ag poselble, =%t vhich time the India ir Tas: Force would be
. \ inactiveted, Ilcamiille, the folloving units were zscisned to Gensral

Stratenmerer's comrond: Tenth Alr Force; Hecdgquariters ond Hendouarters

Equadron, Chino-burna-India Air Servics Qomusnd (provisionsl): Chins-
surma-India air Forces vraining Unit; 10th Veather Squadron; 10tk AAC
Squadron; and 224 Stutieticnl Conirol Unit, 24

General Stratemeyer's dubties included cooriirstion of activities
of ICVAYC 1dith other thezter activities, assistance to the theater
commanider in over-all nlanning for air woarfore, ond suoervision of the
alr txaining of Chinese nersonnel through the Jir Torces Trainins Comnend
at Xanrechi. He ung in direct control of the Tenth Alir Force and the C3I
A4ir Cervice Qormand. Turther.ore, e was resioneible for the supmiry
and maintenonee of th; Pourbeenth Air Toree in China and for protection
of the Hwmw operations of IG&:&TC.EE

Pecause of geoprombical and nwolitical considerations it wos contem-
plated that Genersl Btrateneyer's hesdouarters would be 2 small and
righly mobile group.gs Conmseouently, on 21 ALugnst a snall, selected
grow of officersg renorted for duby, and on 2% .ugust were given. thelr
nev assignments., ihese ireluded: Col. (later Brig. Gen. Charles 3. B
Stone 111, {fnlef of Staffy Col. Hdward ,B. Strecter, Lepuby Chief of
Staff; Col. aAlvin F. Luedecite, Aesictant Chief of 3taff, Flans, Onera-
tions, Training, and Intelligence; Jol, Jameg H., Ziggs, Assistont Caled
of Staff, [dninietration; Col. /. Frani: Levitt, Surgeom; Li, Col.

Jogena 8, Clark, Jr., ..emgewnent Control; Lt Gol Yram: 2, lcrmelder,
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Devuby Chlef of 'anapement Control, TFersonnel of the Tenth sir Forece
and Alr Service Cormmend were used o round out the staff. >’

Desnite this rost economienl utilizmation of pereonnel it soon be~
come avident that an orpanlzation different from thot originelly con-
templated wos required. Lack of adequate comrmumicntlons ~néd the neecessity
that General Strateneyer hove ready access to the various adninistrative
end policy-melring agexcies withk vhich he had to vorl: were immortent
conglderationsg. Ioemntion in Tetr Delhi of Eritish sand Indlnn authorities,
Services of Sumaly, Renr lchelon of thenter headouarters, 3ritieh GEd,
Adr Sesdeuarters Zoyel uir Yorece, and the Governnent of Indin, and the
deplrability of daily coatact with meny of these agencies made this the
only logienl loention for Gencral Strotemeyer'!s stafl., Flaan for a
mobile sroun had tg oc cbandoned in fowr of & pernonent, siable hend-
quarters, and hopo for establirhing the headeucriters in a forvard area
neayr the nebvel scens ol coxtbat was given up. .ifter it was seen foat
robility of headausrters was impracticable end tovt dolng Gouole duby
vag worsing hordshivng on officers serving in dunl camacities, Generszl
Stratensyer ne'red that allotment of mersonnei for his heodouarters be
increased.gs On 1 Ccltober agoroval was granted Tor 308 officers, 16
varrant officers, and 1,004 enligted men; bubt even tule substantizl
increase reprecented only 75 per cent of the personnel requested.

Ylernvhille on 19 fmgust, the ‘da.;: vefore Gensral Siratemeyer assumed
command, another signifieant chenge hnd been made in the theater--Arig.
Gen. Howard C. Dnvideon succeeled General 3isgell as commander of the
Renth Air Force, General Flgsell had long beem persons non graka to the

Genaralissimo‘because of the friction between Generals Chnennanlt and
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3issell. Politlical emnoflency undoubtedly contributed to the decision

to malze the change.
Sinultaneously vith the changing of American military organization,

blans were being made at Cnadrant Conference, Quevee, Lugust 1943, for

even more far-reacning orgenizational changes in Asia, As the $ime for
offensive action in Burma anwnroached, the need for closer cooperation
oetueen the ALiies became more acute. Creating & wilfied command witn
a»suprene allled cowmnander was an obvious procedure, but selection of
& cozmonder acceptable to the United States, CGreet Zritain, and Cnina,
and defining the geogrephical linits of ths operatlonal svhere of such
a command proved almost insunerable o'bst’acles. A 2ritish” commander for
the-entire theater would not be acceptadle to the Chinese; an imericen
corrander might be aceeptable to the Chinese, bub the Bridish cowld not
egree to such a nian becuuss of the neews ity of volstering Tmire -
nrestige, nlready nt a very low ebb in the Far “ash: a Chinese cormonder
uas not seriounsly conaldered.

Cnce more the woliticsl situation was the governing force whipch led
to further confusion of the already ecormliecated orgenizationnl setup,
At Guebec the Southeast Asla Cormand (S4iC) 1as established, and Lord
Lounlg llovmbhatten d?si;mated Supreme .illied Commander-in-Crdef, w:.th
General 53ilwell ns Iocoputy Supreme Allied Commander. Trom the OTET G
tional ,snhere of 830, however, China, Indo~Chinn, and India, were ex—

. cluded.®r Ilountbatten would hove no control over the Chiness excent
through General Stilwell in als canaelty as Chlef of Staff of the
Chinese irmy, and ultinate authority there rescted vith the Generalissimo.
- Rl e TIRL
\ W"M’“‘m
R
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Furthermore, 52AC operabionzl svhere dld not include India, where the
usjor vart of its as~igmed forces would haove to be Dased, nor did Lord
Hountbatien's cormmand inelude the large Indian aray. -

Ueanvhile, General Stilwell conbinued in his cavncity as Commmnding
Genernl, Tnited States Jrmy Forces in China-surma-Indiz, and as such,
vag 1la dilrect councnd of all american troons, whether in India, Euras,
or China, The mosition to be occunled by General Stratemeyer in this
new orgnnination was not imedintely clenr., It wag contermlated, how-
ever, thot he would be in cormznd of all AAT wnits assiqmed to 87a0. ﬁ.‘he“
difficulties of the situation arising fron sumerimposing the new command

were recognized, and on 28 Ausust Genernl Arnold wrote to Generazls
Stilwell, Strateneyer, and Chennanlt, agizing that eaeh do his best to°
naze the unwieldy organization funetion, and to mct z2g unoffieinl] anbasea-
dors in the th=ater. Lhs following extract from his letter to feneral
Stratemeyer acxnovledges that the eantire plen was based upon expediencies
and wvas by no nauns perfect:32

Yon have undoubitedly learned by this time of sthe new Southeast
Asia Commnnd and the appointment of Lord Towlg !lounthatten as
Suprese Allied Commander snd General Stilwell as Penuty Siwmreme
Allied Commander. . . . TYou remain responsible for the training
in India of olr force persomnel for the J4th Alr Force and the
Chinege Air Force, Omerntional control of the 10th Adr Force is
vegsted in 55ilvell. It is necessary therefore that Stilwell,
Lounthatben and yourseld work out nlansz for 1ts onerational esn-
trol and use in the Southeast lsiz Command., It 1s conbeunlated
th~t gsome or all of the combat unids will be employed in the
Southeast Asiz Thsater. . . ., This neir command cetw and your
relationships with Genercls 83tllwell, lounthatton and Chemmanls:,
is somewhnt comdlicated ancl will have to be worked out to 2 zreat
extent amonyg yourselves. ‘e feel that it can De made Ho work
efficlﬂn'bly The succesz of this comnlicobed command sotun de“:ends
In 2 groat mensure on wersonalitiss. If & truo snirit of coopera-
tion is encendered throuvshout the command, it will woric, If the
reverse is true, it is doomed to feilure. 1 znov I con count on
you to play your part snd oass the word rigut down the llne.
LGRS T Bt S TRt
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In his explanction of the situntion to General Stilwell, General arnold

sai&:zs

’ U, 8. Chlefs of Siaff realize this new assignment immoses on you

. 2 third extremely diffieult task., Each of your jobs might well
ocewyy the full time of one of the best general oificers. Ve feel
here, bowever, that best results can be achieved by designating you
as senlor renrescnintive of the iLar Iennrtment in India, China, and
in the Southeast Acin Command, You are in fzet the only one vho can
do this job succesnfully. . . . Stratemeyer will serve in the dual
role as coumander of all W, S. alr units in India and all U, S, air
forces assigned %o SRAC., . . . He is being advised to awpoint an
air offlcer to serve on Yountbabtten's staff, This officer should
pe of inestimable walue to you in your camaecity as Denuly Sunrenme
Qomaander. . . . The nttitude the Generslissino will teke tovard
this naw orgenization bhas caused us some concern. You and Caennwult
czm to mueh to allay his fears. You uay assure hinm that this
cortinnd has been established to insure the vigorous nnd effective
prosecution of the vor against Japan in southeast Asia and the
rzpid develonrent of the air route through 3urue to China. The new
command does not take fron the Ceneralissimo any of his prerogatives
nor does 1t rob him of any of his umits. IV does offer an oppor-
tunity to employ hils units in a coordinated 2llied effort amninst
the enemy.

*

T In reply General Stilwell eabled:
1 think I pet the general ldes of the nev comnand set wp., You have
cast mo in an intriguing role, I am looking for s Fhiladelnhia
Lawyer to tell me what %o do. Probably Vedemeyer can straighten
out soio of the perplexitles. In any case, we will all jwum in
and do our best to make 1t go.

To (ensral Chemnzult, General Arnold wrote:gs

Nountbatten's relationship to the Generslissimo ig thit of two
neighboring cosmanders engaged In fighting o combon eneny. . «

In your ascoclation with the Generalissimo you con, and I am sure
you will of your own volition, do everything porsible to impress
woon him the vurpose for which this new command was organized. . . .
nis commnnd is desigmed to vwrovide the mesns for suprorting larger
forces in Cninas nné southenst Asia in order to hasten the libera-
. tion of all Ghin~ end the defeat of Jaman. ~

The place that General Stratemeyer was o have in the theater, not
clenrly defined at the oubtset, now 'Secame more vagas. 1% was anvarently
encunbent umon hin to vorik out from rather general instructlons his more
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gpecific dutleg and resnonsiblilities, and in gnite of vigorous efforts

to carry oub the terms of his asslpoment, the mwrocsss of clarification

d

dragged out for weetm.
In the organization of llountoatten’s commond, selection of the
alr commander of SIAC was of highest irmoriance. It was felt by
Americzne that Genzral Stratemeyer's background of administrative exmeri-
ence cminently fltted him for the position, end that the major role of
“oerican air unibs in the theater Justified ampointnient .of the genior
American alr offlcer as alr cozmander of 33Za0. Therefore at the roguest
of Gemaral Terris, Commsnding General, Eear Zchelon of General 3tiliellls
headoozrters, Colonel Stone prepared a menorandum setting forth ressons
for congideration of Genersl Strateneyer for the vpost. She memorzndun
eited his long ond varied oxpeorience and followed with quotuation of
1igures to shov that the AAY had Deen more setively engaged in the theater
agpinst the eneuy than hed the RAF:SC
General Ztratemeysr!s gtrlldns force, the Penth Air Force, han
develoned tithin one yeor from a skeieton organization into the
most nowerful aviatlon striing forece in this Sheater. It has
effectively attacked Jananese commnlcations throughout Burns rnd
environs and nhag virtunlly denied the port of Rangoon to the en~uy,
1% has suecessfully defended the vital zir route to China, carried
out the longest bombing raids on record snd suwr n vast anount of
encny salpning, accommlishing these misslons with the smallest
combat losses of any Alr Foree, To illustrate, the folloving are

commarntive tons of bombe dropped by the Tenth Air Force as npainst
tonnaze dronped by the RLAF.:

Penth Air Foree R. 4.2

1942 1943 1942 1943
liay B9 1122 60 320
June (llonsoon) 198 447 6y 108
July u 43 760 80 139

B YA Fj&@:‘;’ﬁ*wi‘ﬁﬂ"
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Turther, the nemorcndum stated, as of 30 August 194F the Tenth'Alr Forece

had only 237 alreraft assipned, of which an average of V6 per cent had

. hecn nmointained in commigsion, The PAF, on the other kand, hod 502 air-

. craft assi;ned with an averagze of &2 ner cent in cormission., The recent
decigion that the AAR would be responsivle for maintenance 'and guwonly of
al} Anerican~built alrerafs Lsed by both fthe BAT and sAF and the resnon-
sioility of General Stratemeyer for training Chinese ond Anerican sirmen
in the theater wers nlso advanced as reasons that he showid be naned to

the top alr mosition in SEAG.BI?

lleanvhile, General Stratemeyer and his staff were alsgo concerned
about tue vlace of the aAF IBS CHI in the new commond., & "Flan Tor
Systen of Operational Commond in foubneast Asial was prepared by the
staff, It assumed two operationzl theaters, Indla-3urma and China, vhich
mmaat out of necessity be coordinated and integrated iato one wnified
command, ¥ The plan was predicated on certailn other asswmitions, some
of which werc not aceented, It assumed that owerations in the theater
werae to be eombined, as distinruviched from joint omerationss thot China
would accent the mrinclvle of a coxblned command; that there would be
an integration of units and stafl nersommel; ond that the senior American
air officer wvonld be SZEAL alr conmander and egual in stature to the S0
.navel ond ground commenders, It slso contenwlated #the stafils and
. cormandg-~comosed of allies workinz ns one and tho game team against

one and the sane eneny, as distingulshed from various netional teanms

workting on a project in vhich there ls mudval self interest, In effect

-, o
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it conterplates & wnibty of purpose, & walty of organization and o unity

of connond wvhose sole migsion is the destructlion of a dangerous enemy. n38

. China, nowever, badl vecn execluded from SHAC, and the 3ritish were
. unwilling to grant the top alr wosition to an Anerican lest the action

be construed Yy the enemy ond maleontents in India and Burma ag a
British sdmission of weutness. British wishes prevailed and Alr Chlef
llarshal 8ir Elchard Peirse was nomed Alr Cormander Southeandt asia, with
General Stratemeyer as Deputy Oommanﬂhar. “
Once this matter was closed tne provlen of integration of staff
officers was attacked, On 26 Octover General' Stratemeyer recommended
thnt hie headguarters gunply certnin officers teo to gtaff of the 4dr
Comnander S48, and thei the Alr Commender SZAC in turn gendé certain
ritisi officers to serva on the s‘;;ai‘f of G UaidF Is>, Sinmllar intesra-
tion of anerlican nnd Iritish ofiicers for covbat units was also recormended,
hut because of the peculiar functions of tho Audr Service Command, and
because the Jlr Transport Cormand wag primorily concerned with sumplying
Chirn, Genersl Stratemeyor Gid not feel thnt intecretion of there cormands
WAS necesanry or decirable,S9
During the morming of 23 Cctouver the gubject *Integration of imeriecn
and Fritish Alr Forees within South Fast Asis Command! was dlcounssed ai
a meebing in the office of the Swpreme Jommandey and presided over by
. Tord Younthatten. A nrotoesed organirciloral dlcirab was diecussed, the
sbated purndse of which was "bo set out the idezl orrFanissbtion for
cormond and administration of the imerican and Eritich Alr Forces within
fouth ast Lsio Commond, regordless of the decislons at the tuzdrant Oon-
ferencestm thip subjeet, snd repardless of,q‘\i.rcﬁg'ﬁ:y_gg\; ,1;@1?,2 A #ﬁ’ﬁ% B
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igsved by the Alr Comuanders.! Anerican officere present were concerned
over tﬁe wromosel to igmore forwer decigions and directives and inme-
cintely mode thelr wosition clenr, l.elther Ceneral Stilwell nor fGemerws)
Strateneyer war willing to cubgseribe to & proposal which folled entirely
to tare into congiderztion Jmericon comritments to {lina vhich lay uehind
the egbtablichment of both the Tenth and Yourteenth .ilr Torces in Asis.
General “tllwell mointed out thut under eristing directives from ‘ashingbon
vhich he conld not afford to ipmore, he clono could iesue orders to the
Fourteenth alr Torce, but that it vos Ceneral Stratemeyerts resnonsibility
to nrovide, throush the Alr 3Jervice Cowrand, nroper malntepance to the
Tourtecnth., In wiev of objections by JSmerican officers Lord llounthatten

ordered Lthot the chart be comnleted with certain rmlnor amendments, ond

that 2 note be nrepared surceeting cnendments to certain existing '*g:reo..

T

menbe so that there would be no conflict. He stated that he would write
t0 Alr Chiel lnrehal Fortal and to fenersls lnrehall and Arnold in an

effort to obtain '::.'Larilecz,ﬂ::!.cut:t.‘tJIO

Subseouently the minmites of the meeting were sent to General
Stratemeyer with a request for corment, and he replied:él i

I ghould like to smend marcgraph ¥ so as to resd as followm: Ui
was agreed that the diagram would renrescnt the iceal organization
vhich ghowld be aimed at if the privary mission given %o the
American Commender of nrotecting coimitments to China 4Gid not
gtand in the vey., Ilajor Genrral Stratemeror stressed Lleutenantd
General Stilwell's obli;ation to withdraw any part or all of the
Yentis iir Torce from the fountheast fLerln Commomé in order to vrotect
those comudtnents if such a courre Vecome necessgry. e was, there-
iore, unable to corcur in the prowosed organization in vieuv of
rresent direetives in quadrent,

Particuvlerly in view of Twilight, L velieve it imoritant
thet the Aneriesn Alr Commmnder should e in a vosition to con-
centrate all pvallabdble Americen Alr Forces 11; Shinn without being
embnrrassed by commitments to the Southensh Asiz Cormend. Fe mush
alsc be sufiiclently indencrdent of Sritish contrcl to be able "@_o

LI TINI A 3
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insiet uwnon obtalning sdeguate foelilitier and etwivment for Twl-
light in Indlz, I belleve I con achieve theze results more effec—
tively if I am not pergonally responsible to Alr Chiefl lnyshal
Peirge for all alr operantions over ~urmn, I, therefore, nrefer the
plan whick I submitted, calline for semarate Arerican A.A.F. and

. F.h.F. Alr Torces flghting on a cooperative bazsls on the eastern
front.

Howover, tke plan dirccussed at the October 28th meeling ig
entirely workoable and I hove no ovjections to 1% nrovided a note
ig nleced on the chert to the followding effect: "Ihe Devuty Alr
Comrander, Houthenst Aeim Comrand, may, after so advising the
Suorene Commender or the Alr Comuander-ln-Onlef, withdraw any pard
or all of the imeridan .ir Forces shown in this diagrem for the
nurpose of nrotecting anmerican commituente to Chira.¥

Additionn) communicablons on the subject contlmued for severzl days
not leneral Strotemeyer sbtood firn on the point that he could not agree
to any plan that rzn counter to his wrevious directives or would in
any way orejudice Americnn eommitnents to Chinny otherwiese he wos will-
irg and anxious o coowerate coapletely in wvoging war against the
danponese.

The relnticnszhip of the USAAF to the Sumrene Allied Commender,
Tlountbatten, was s81ll not clearly defined as late mg 10 Yovenmoer, g,mi
on thoat day a memorondum on the subjeet wae presented to the Denutby
Chief of Biaff, Alr lhwrshal Garrod, by an jmerican staff officor attached
40 deadcunrbers, SEAG. Attached to this nmemoranérm were auotations end
importont documents, which, because of some contradictions, did notb
¢lnrify the gituntion, OCerialn econclusions, however, had been reached
vy the imerican officers: the Supreme Allled Cormender had ne condrol

. over the Air Transvort Command, for the coordination of whome setivities
CGeneral Str;temeyer vzg rosponsible directly to the CG USAAF; he hind no

control over the sutml;v and. tralning esta.‘blishment of the Pourteenth
B B iandt Pt mrw
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Lir Force in Indiz, for vhich General Stratercyer was resnoasitle through

RN

General Stilwell %o tne Cenorsligsimo; nor could Lord lounthatien con-
$r0) wnits aselimed to the Gefense of the air ferry route and the Indlan

air transvord terminals, for wnich Genersl Stratemeyer woas resvonslivle

through CGenersl Stilwell to the imerican-f}hiefs of Gtaff., General
Stra‘igneyer, Lovever, was responslble, asrain throuph General Stllwell,
to the Swnreme illied Cormender for the operation of AAF units cormitted
$o the 5£iC, bub the only unlt thus commlitted ot that tine wos the lst
Thited States Lir Commando ‘Group. The memorandumn, however, reconmended
thnat certzin unids of the Tenth Alr Torce be committed to SHAIC witnoub
delay.ég

Host of the diffienlties encourntered in attempts to define commsnd
relationshing mizght he traced to the somewhnt vague instructlons issued
from Guecee, It was intenfed that detalls should be worked out in the
theater tut recognized that the job would not be ensy. 'lde varicnes
oi: stratesic conconts held by 3ritich and Amnerlcons in the theoter and
fear on the part of Asericans thah USAAY in 130 would be entirely under
PAY control prolonged the process., At tLuadrant, General llrrehall nsd ‘
mad.é: clear the American attitude dy the statement: "It must be rememoered
thot wolitieally, all U, 8. forces in China, or in the Southeast isla
_Comxmml, are regarded 28 belng there for the sele purpose of supporting
Chins, and tﬁerei‘ore a sretem must be evolved whereby, whlle retaining
thip wolltical prineciple, tas waxlmum support can ve obbained for opera-
tions into Hurma. w3 Snortly thereafter Genersl Somervell, aftor a

tour of the C3L, said: "Cur infterests ond ftnose of the 3British are not

identiecsl in South Zast Asia.? He vent on to sa.y: Ve {lountbatten)
iU
i'g“ '!Lf'll’lji
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anparently is a commmnder without a front or a renr and in an uwnenvianle
cosition. . . . —elieve that the bagis of effective cooperatlon has

. been established bebtweern louvntbation, Stllwell ond the Generalissinmo,

!-'é

s
he Generslisseiro has ancarently accepted llountoatten with enthusiasm, #

The British, howev’er. continued to internret Lord llountbatten's title—-
Supreme fLllied Commzmder—in-Chief-—rather literally: and desplie sincere
efforts to arrive at a vorimble agreement, little vas ascconplished
pefore the Sextent Oonference at Cairo in November andlecember 1943, at
which Tord Uounthatbten zna General Stratemeyer were pregent.

In JTovenber General Strabemeycr asked Gemeral arnold to obitaln
clariflcation on certain nointe while at Cairo., The firnt conceraed
conand relationsghipe within 53aC. It was generally agreed in the theater,
ae gald, that oll AaF and RAT units ascigned o SRAC ghould e integrated,
and that he vould heve overctioncl control under Pelrse., He reguasted
thnt A higaer priority be glven construction of bBages in Indin o serve
the long—rang:e-’nom'oer (8-23) mroject, adding that Lord lountbatten under-
stood that reguirerents for the fortheoning Zwrme compeim would have
firat nriority., Iitile couvld be accomnlished on the B-22 nroject before
1 June 1244, he vworned, unless nersonnel, ecuirment, =nd materinls were
arovided from outeide the theater. Furtiermore, if the long-ranie overa-
tiong were to begin as scheduled, some faeilitiss and adireraft of 470

1

. would have to be diverted togurmort theum, »robably lnterfering vith

comnltnents to Ghim:.és )

In connection with the above letter Genernl Iuter, A0/49, Plans,

013 CGenertl ALrnold that he believed General Stratemsyer should have
L T N i
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operational eontrol, under Peirse, of all air forces integrated into
S2\0. He sald that the 3ritish not only hed accented the long-range-
poxber nroject in nrincinle, but had talken steps to onrovide port
facllities at Cnleutta mnd slies in India for nirfizld construction,

w

Arrangenents had Deen made to hove JSzericen construetlon mersonnel and
equinment arrive in ITndia by 15 January as requested by the Sritisgh.
“he question of »riorlty between the 3-29 wroject and commitments to
Chinn, said Genoral ZXubter, would have to await a final deciston at
sextont. 46

In a letter of 3 Decenber 1943 Genernl irnold wrote Lord llount-~
batten that the Uombined Chiexs of Staff (UCS) had decided tha;:. the
Sunrece Allied Cosrunder should have coumand resvonsibiiities for all
operations and all aliied forces--lend, seus, and air--operating in S:AQ,
except AIC nnd eertain agrecd elements of the British lavy. The Suprewe
Commender’s authority over U. 8, and Chinese forces in onerations ogalnst
3urma, however, wog limited o operational control. Loxrd Nomnthbatten
was Yo accent ressonslbility for defense of 2)1l ATC freilities in SMAC,
and in exerclsing operational control ovor USAAF units the Sworeme
Conzander woulcl respect the intesrity of growns in integrating _.:LI‘ and
AAR units, ellov adninistrative control to remein with U.S, commanders,
and leave rogoonsibility for euwwnly vith U, 5. commanders. 2’

Unon his return from Calro, Lord [lountboatten issued a dlrective
integrating the Tenth Air Zorce and the Zensal Alr Goimend of the Royal
Alr Force under the wliimnte unified control of Air Chief !'arshal Peirse,

the vurpose being to form within the adninistrative organization of air

IUJ i ‘b”;
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Cormand, Soubh Zast Asia, a well integrated operatloncl wnit., The

combined forces thus merged were formed into z wnit subordinate to Air

Gommand, South Zast Asia, and deslgaated lastern Alr Commend (£40),
. General Stratemeyer was vlaced in commond of this omerational wnit,
and upon him and his stalf fell another prodlen of organization ond emw

43
wloynent of oir nower.

-

Again complicnted stratezle and political considerations made the
orgonization of TAC a wroblex necemsitablng careful planning and well~
thom*,n‘l?-out decigions. The Tenth Alr Foree and the Bengal Conmend ezch
hed within its organizetion both fighters and bombers. It seemed logical
that the integrated foree snould ve divided for overational »urposes
into a Hactical and a streaitegie force, one under commend of an American

- and the other under a Britisu air officer. Air lMarshal Jomn 3aléwln
of the Bengnl Comaznd and 3rig. Gen. Howard ¢, Davidson of the Tenth
air Foree were the logical men for the posts. There were still othar
comsllontions vhich required caubiouns vlanning.

Yhe Ameriean fighter squadrons ageigmed to the As’sart Anerican Air
sJage Conmnnd (Americon Alr Commond Yo. 1) in June were still based in
Agsam vith bhe migssion of mroteeting ATC basss ond overations, btut under
the new sebup wero asslmed o 5320%h Alr Defense Ving (Prov.) under
Briz. Gea. . D, Old.™ itk the British neithor ensapod in the opera-~
tions from Assam nor conmitied to China it seemed illogical %o place

@® General Old wnder a Sritish chain of commsnd, TYet, if the fighter
squadronsg were to be assigned to ZAC they should be in the tactieal

rataer thon the strate;le air force.
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Al a neeting of the staff of 4AF IBS on 12 lecember a nrojected or-

..L'u-m v xe

genization was worlied out and certaln recommendntions mads. These were
pasged on to Genersl Stratemsyer the folloving day in & memorandum en-
titled: "Organization of Jastern Alr Co.mand sand Integration with the ..
R. A. T., and Locntion of Your Headquarters.¥ It vas reconmended that
all heovy ond mediwa bomberdment units of the Tenth be assigned to the
strategic forece, vhile %o the tactical should be assisned the 53230th Alr
Defensze Uing and the Troop Carrier scuadrons, Remponsibility for defense
of both the Caleuttn and Asaam areas should be given to a single forcew-
the tacticzl. Tne staff bBelleved it immortant that thoe integration sghowld
not lead to suvordination of AA® to FPAY and recormended thei General
Strotemeyer keep his headounrbers atb lew Delui near that of Pelrse so
that he could renresent the Arerican view in all nolicy-malring decisions.
It was the staff's oninion thnt integration should ve operationzlly

ecrmlete bub not adnunletratively ro. Feridinent gquotations from the

nenorandvn o General Stratemeyer follo*.r:so

It uas the unonimous conclusion of all prescnt that your mission
vas: Ag Senior Army Air Forces ofificer in bhe China-luraa-Indis
thenter, to nroteet the laterests of the United Stotes Army Air
Torces and to cooperate uwith the 3ritish in thelr employment to
raxinun effect arpinst bae enesy. . + o It was agreed thnt you
should occuny o mosition as high in the choin of tne Southeast
Agia Oommend as poesiole., Intesration does nok menn suvondinatlon.
10U hove been ofiered the position of Alr Cnied lhresial Felrce's
Te-uty., TYhe Porthwest African Alr Force experlence indicates that
there should be Sritish and imerican “omposite nuwibersi! in each
ey mosition., Lieutenont tennral Sp:.mtz, Zor zxample, ig always
in the game place ag Alr Chlef Ilnrshal %Yedder. He was also
Cormnnder of the Torthvest Africon Air Joree, thus in effect hold-
inz two positions, It is Delieved $hat you schould cccuny o similar
relationghin $o ir lerskal Peivze ané £lso bave resdy eccess bo
Tord [lountbatten,

I A \ « a{é’}
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On 14 December, in line with the nbove recorrendationz znd gupges.
ticns, Cenexel Thratencyer presented o frani, carefully worked out meno-
. rendort to Pelree, In a rubsequent conference with Peirgse, Baldwin,

ané Ib, Gen. V. J. 81lin of the Oritish 14th Arny, Generel Stratemeyer

gtreseed the molunt that the term Mdewuby” in the Jritish Army wes the

equivanlent of chief of staff, and insisted that ke should be Felrsels
Tormosite number” rether than his Ydeputy.® He mnnintained thni he should
have direct and speecdy comnunicntion with PFaldwin in bls canzeliy as
coumander of tha itnctical force, and sald thnt the sugrestion by a

Britieh officer thnt thic wonld not be nsecessarr indicated a miceoncention
of the responcibilities of the head of the iustern 4lr Conmand. TFollowe
ing o very frani- discussion Feirse swwroved Gencral Stratemeyer's recom-
mendotions.

On 15 Decenber Gennral Stratemeyer assuned command of EAC and
Genersl Orders o, 1, Tasiern Air Conmond, was igeusd. The order
announced anpolinitment of Adr Tice-larshol ¥, I, Williams as Assistant
Cormonder of 24C, and frve the genoral organination of the corriend. =A0
vas to be organized into four commomentst a Stratesie 4lr Foree, cormosed
of AAF ard RAF henvy end mediw: bombers, under General Iavidson, wio re-
tained command of the Tenth; a Tactierl Air Toree, cormoged of BAD and
AMT fighters and fighter-bombers, under ilr Varshal 3aldwin: a Trooo

. Carrier Cormmend, commosed of AAT and PAT troow carrier umits, wder
Ceneral 0ld; a Fhotogravhic Fegonnzirsance ¥oree, vnder o comnander %o

[~LN

be announced laber.
Hwhﬁ .Qp “q‘.n;,_,,) ,‘
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It was sneclficnlly stated in tho order that in exzerelsing opera-
tionnl control the respective commanders wovld retain the inbtegrity of
AAT grouwos and TAT vings, Aduinictrative control cnd responsibility for

maintenance and supply were to remain under the respective ALF anl FAF

- commnders, bub operation:l stoffs of the rour components were to con-
cist of both FA® and AAF persommel in esuch pronortlons as the commanders
deencd Lecessary. Amerieon steff officers were ilmmedictely assismed to
Zaldvin's staff and IAT officers to Genersl DLavidson's. The other compo-
nents were subgeanently organized along similar 1ines.52

In this first order, Generel Stratemeyer, desoite his early omnosition

to integretion, addrensed to hig nes command an owpeal for closest cocwmera-
tlon in carrying oul the mission of the ney conmand, He said: 50

A resourceful, able znd wily enemy must be blasted from the Jungles
of Suriia and driven from the gizlesn in éays fto come, Hin lines of
corumlention must be obliterated, his shipving destroyed, his will
to regiet erushed, JArainst the inevitable day of retrivution vhen
Janon's citier will neet the fate of Berlin, our lifeline to Chinpa
mash be strengthened and nrotected, 3Ivery ounce of energy of every
man of this Commend will be recuired to accommlish this purpoese.

“Jo must merge into one tnified force in thought end in deed--z
foree neither Eritish nor .inerican, with the faults of neither and
the virtues of both. There is no time for disbtrust or susvicion. ©
I greet the forces of the Zengnl Comrend, and their Commander, Alr
larshal 3sldwin, as comrades in battle, ag brothers in tre alir. A
standard of coonerntlon which we must sirive t0 survass kas deen
set by the inepiring excmple of joint achievement of our collengues
of the Northwest African Air Force. ‘fe must establigh in Asia a
record of Allied alr viciory of vhlch we cazn be mrowd in the yezrs
to come, Liet us write it now in the elxles over Burms,

Arericon conbribution to the Iastern Alr Command was much grester
. than would have been moscible n few nonths earller, After General

Davidson ascuned cormend of the Renth in Auvguat reinforcements arrived,

The Blet Tighter Grow bad finally moved to China, and movement of the

'\H\\
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remainder of the 341st Fombordment Group (II) to Chins was irnlnent,
Zennvhile, however, the 80%th Fighter Grouwn with P-40.'e, and the Blith
. Flzhber-Ronber Groun with A-36's and F=51'g had prrived and gone into
. action. An additionel medium bombardment group was en route to telke
the ploece of the 341let when it went to Chinas., Thue the AAP contributed

one heavy bombardément grow:, one nedlum bombardment groun, one fighter

grow, snd one fighter-vomber groww to the Strategie and Tactical Alr

Forces vihich were to take over opercticns in the Indis-Purme Sector.
Che entire command sotup in the China-Burma-Indis theater rermrined
rost eomplex and final arrengements for organigsiion of ZAJ ané £X¥aAl

were still in progress as 1843 drew Lo a close.
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Chapter III

FICHTER OraBnFIO0LS FRON ASSAK

Actlvation of the Fourtecnth Alx Torce 1lu llarch 1843 did not affecd
the nission of the Tenth but removed China end extreme nortiecst Burma
from its sphere of operations. This rednetion in area of responslbilisy
was not entlrely coomensurate with the lose of strepgth entailed, for
tranpfer of the CATE to the Fourtecnth left the Tenth vith only two
firoter squadrons, Reculiont comwogitlon of the Zenth--~four hesvy bonm.
varément, threoe medivm bombardment, and twoe fighter squadrons--was
hardly an idenl pronortion for an alr forece, esnecinlly one with an
essentlanlly defensive misslon, Highest nriority in owerations was given
to nrotection of the zir sumoly line to China; henece major resnonsibdility
fell to the 256th and 26th Souadrong of the Blst Figh’oe;r Groun, Bombard-
ment squadrons dovld give limited arnd indirect aid in defence, but they
were more immedictely concorned with carrying out a seconlary mission—-
destruction of the enem".l

saged in Assom, the small fignter force wnder Col. Homer I. Sanders
(relieved by Col. John T, Zgan on 23 liarch) of the 5lst Fighter Grouo
faged opralling onerationsl nroblems with full mowledge that reinforce-
ments would not be awillable until lote somomer. The 80ta Fighater Growm,
scheduled for eorly errival in the thenter, was still in training in
the Zome of the Interior.2 After the middle of Iay clouds mnd foss of
the monsoon would lessen the threat of large-seale £lir attacks on Assan
bases znd offer cover to trancport plancs in thelr Hum flights, bat in

the interim the defensive situntlion was critical.
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Americon Tighter pilots in CBI were sccustoned to being outnumbered

&

and hed adopted hit-and-run taetice featuring sudden attackes from above

and escape by diving awa.y.s They had loay since learned that it was

. fatal to try to outturn or oubteclinbd the lighily Ponstructe& Jenenege
planes: now they were finding it incressingly difficult to obtain alti-
tudes necossary for thelr diving tectics, for enemy wlanes were conlng in
at higher sltitudes than ever, and a few new ones showed greatly immroved
diving speeds, Shortly, it seemed, fire power ond sheer rysgedness wouldd
be the only advontages held by the P-20fs, hiph-altitude bonbers accon-
vanied by these new typew of fighiters could do grent damage to vital ATQ
ingtallatione in tihe face of the nost Geternined defense the Blst Group

could muster. 4

-

A nroblen hordly lesc grave thon inferiority oné scareity of fighter
zireraft was the deficiency of the ailr warning net. ‘hen defended by a
stall nunber of slow-climbing Tirnters an area nmutt of necessity be
gserved by the most extengive and efficlont warning net poseitle. 3zenuss
of the nature of the terrain between Aesan and Burma zn ordinary net wes
out of the auegtion., 4 complebe radur systbten was lmsosslble because of
the high hills rising abruntly from the floor of the Brabmonutra Valley
vhere Asszn bares werse locnted. the only solution 12y in disnersing
gnnll detachnments cnXxrying portadble rallio gsets to alao«t lnaccegsivle
points in tne rugped Vage Hills, Diffienlty of transwortation to the
moat strategi.c points exeluded use of heavy eqilpment and in many cases
called for swoply Uy eir dropping. Giill fartkher to tae east ancther

network of listening »wosis was esteblished to give warning of morauding
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Jenecnese fighters operating seross tho line of £1ight of Eump tran=poris,
Clustered about Fort Hertz-thesa outposts relayed their renoris through
that point to bases ip Assam. Here, too, air suonly was freguently
@ 5
neg¢essary.

Sone notives in regions occunied by the ocutposts were revuted
headhunters.s Others were of doubiful loyalty so taat the detachments
had to risk vetrayal and vere lergel; dependent upon tneir wits and -
thelr smell arns for defense. A few were so far forvard that they were
in congtant donger of being overrun by Japanese gromnd patrols.7 Adéi-

$ioral men and equipient vere en route to extend nnd imorove tke net,

oub for many weeks the fow stations siready in oweration would be the

only source of air uarning.a Thls molreghift air warning net could
hardly be expocted to give sufficient werning to allov slow-clinbing
fighters to beecome airvorne and attain enough nltitude to make efffective
intercention over Asczz or northern Furnn.
the vast exmansze of their area of responsibility, the scarcity and
noor performance of thelr aireraft, ond lnadequney of the ailr verning
net nade the tad: asslgned Aseam fighters in Varch 1943 so @ifficult
that only by careful ple;nning, efficlent execubtion, and a genercus
arount of lueck could they acquit themeelves creditably. FProbably the
nost effeetive method of giving transport sireraft noeltive nrotection
. while in fligat over Burua would have been some form of convoy sysbem;

but beczuse of limited nirtfield faellitlies, cargo vlanes had to £y

singly rather than in grouwns. Aduittedly it was imposslole for sone 40
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fishters to provide convoys or escorts for oll the av roximately 180 cargo
planee flying the Hump, TFurthermore t.nis syster: could not have been used
without leaving Assam 1tgelf practically denuded of fighiter protection,
Cn the other hand it had been proved conclusively that merely having
mlanes alerted on the ground was useless; Jonanege bombers could apmear
over Assam before alertel planes could pet alofé to intercent, or their
firhters could swoop down on transports in flight befores American fighters
ecordld interfere. Yhe lumbering trangporis could iteke little evasive
actlon, «af thelr only escupe once they were Jumed was by vluncing inbo
elouds beforo the enemy could elese in., On fair daye they were doonmed,

Smnlie« and aireraft brought with greatest diffieunlty to the
theater over the vorld's lonpest supely line were ::.rrepla,cea.nlu., and
Americans comdld 1ll afford to loge therm. Nor cowld $ransnort nilod
morale be isnored. imtural hazards of Hump flying were awesoma enough,
and ag long as Jovanese fightere could infercent eargo wlanes with im-
auanity, transnort nilot morale would be & critical pronlen,

In search of the best possible solution of this defense nroblem,
exaserimonts were conducted 1-;11',31 continunouns dnylight fighter natrols,
oo%h over Assanm and in northern Burmw., Hmall because of the 1imited
nuxber of planes avallavle, these watrols had the advantege of belng
sirborne in case of energency. dShould bomberg anproach Assam the few
fignters already In tac nalx could ot least interfere with bombing
accuracy by atieciting formntiong beforz or during bouwd rung. Over 3urna
an energency c2ll from a transnort threatened vith citock might nosslbly

reach o patrol near enough to intercent emeny raiders before the attack
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could develon., Or netrols michit intercent murauders even dbefore they
wera able to siht the transmorts. Furthermore it was felt that the
. nere sizht of an occaslonal friendly ratrol would be invaluabls in boost~
ing morale of eargo _ailots.g
Lace ﬁhe patrol molicy vas formulzbed nmd adopted o few nlones were
alvays cruising over Assam during daylight hours of clear days. In
northern Suras four fighters xept vigll over Fort Hertn whensver weather

per:nitted..lo This, hovever, vasg only a nari of tuhe activity of the 285th

and 26th Bquadrons loented st Sookerating snd Dinjan, resmectively. Ze-
ginning in !larch ot the time of the activation of the Towrbteenth Air
Toree, they uced their meager force (19 P-400lts, 22 P-40 'g, and 2 PD-17's)
in a dlsplay of great vercatility by successfully, carrying out a vide
variety of missions. TUltimniely nost of thelr sorties were directly
or indirectly for defense, btut a few ot least had the apmearance of
offencire action. They mzintained patrols over the alr route from A;ssam
to Fort Eertz, sometimes flying dlrect sreort for transhorts; they made
frecuent offensive and photc;graphic reconnnlssances covering the eantire
northern "triangle! anc oeceasionnlly penstrating as for ag Sharo ond
Sothas almost dally they rode herd on eargo mlanes flying food-drosning
nlgsglons, esnecially o oultmosts of the olr warning net; they flew
nunerows inhtercent missions when euneny nlrnog were revorted witl}in
. thalr prtrol cireuwiference; once they flew encort and ton cover for a
PLL17 vhich landed in ensuy bterritory to rescus an Americon nilot«.u
Apsan fishters, howsver, could not devote iull +ime 19 masslve
defense arainst eneny air action, Jowanede nenetration into northern
L e RSIERTCT
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Burae, begun in January, graduslly develomed into o full—seale invasion

vith the obvious objective of occunying the entlre "triangle! ineludins

2

v strateglenlly loeated Tort Heriz, High tide of Japanese conouest ab
. thae vegimning of the monsoon in 19472 hod spent itself Just short of this
far northern aren, but when develowment of the aerial ferry threatened
to nullify thelr effort to belearwer Chins they hastened to rectify thelr
error of not taxing Fort Herits when it was thelrs nroetically for the
asking., ZERonld exwonslon of the Humn flight had made this suall villase

tne cruv of tne immedlmte stratosie situastion in southeast Aeia,

The Allies were not uncuare of the importance of Fort Eertz, To

the 3ritish it represented the lest veastige of their anthority in BPurwa.
If it covld be held, the loyalty of some faithful Burisse bpeovles nmizht
be preserved. Eachin levies hnd alrendy demonstrated their ability ss
guides, scouts, intelligence agents, and jungle fighters; if their
loyalty were mointeined they would be of ineastinmable value in the rein.
vasion of Burma, 3But Geewsatlon of thelr only remalning stronghold by
the Jepanese mlght well: ruln 3ritigh nrestige and remove their last hold
on natives of Ew.mr.::a..14

To the Amerlcans, on the other hand, Tort Hertz was more than a
gymbol. Tt wvas a Toruard emorgency base for wnatrols mrotecting Fumm-
flying transports; 1t was an important weather snd radie station through
which informntion from nir warning outnosts cleared: it was a center

. of nutlve lntellipence activitles, already »rovidine vital military in-

formation. !Horeover, its loss mijnt resudt in establishment of an eneny

fighter base from vhich the eitire alr suoply route could be interdicted.
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But moet important nerhaw, in lonz-range nlanning, was the faet that

once oneny troops were in ort Heriz they could flank the entire route
of the projected Ledo Road..ls

Providing a defense now would be far less exvensive than mounting an
offensive labter, and oll agreed that Fort Herbtz must be held at all cosis,
+sut holding 1% seemed nore than the Eritish could do alone., They de-
ployed about 750 Zachin levies and one company of Ghurltas astride the
line of advance, but the Znchine were naithexr nroperly armed nor trained
in modern methods of infantry defense. They needed reinforcesents but
the only avel loble troops were perilally traipned Chinese-Americans at
Pomgarh, Some of thoso Chinese were sent to Ledo to cheek a movement
of the Japonese un Hukewng Valley, but 1% was months before any reinforce-
nents were sent to Fort Heriz., Heanwhile nctive defense durins bhe summer
fell to the smnll forge of 3ritish colonials, The Jepwnnese moving forvard
frox Summrabum and logaung were digeine in as taey wem; astablighing
supply dumps, remairing rosds, bullding "oriﬁges, and in general strengthen-
ing thelr position north and wegt of lylthkyina.

The 25th and 26th Sguadrons were the only fighiers based in flyinge
digtance of Sumrsbum, and in answer to desvernie calls from the Eritish
Tor air assirtance the fijhters began to fiy strafing and bombing missions
with greater regplority, strikinsg at specificmlly designnted targebs
rather than fargets of opportunity. meny camnouflage diseipline and
methods were excellent, h.owever, naking 1t almost axiomatic that torszets
which were spotted from the nlr were not worth attacking, Zventually

the Blst Growp evolved a :E':T.ve-noint Progras to hel'o sten the enemy advonca,

-
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. meanvhile preventing Japonese ground forces froa bwenefiting - from direct

aerial suprort. fTie progran included.:16

" 1. Persisbent strafing and "frageingd of trails north of Swmranun,
. 1n close supmory of British grouwnd forces.

2. llaking Swiprabum untenable by demolition.and incendinry bowbs,

3. Yereigtent fishter suveens ngelnst motor conveys, trosv concen-
trations, and sumply dumps along the road from lyitizyins to
Sunmora s,

4. Dive-bombing ascaults against bridges ot those woints whicn
would ersate nost formidable diffienlties to the enemy line of
comrmunieation.

B, 3Bombing attacks in strensth against moin bases snd nerve centers
2% lUyittyina and llogaung, disrunting diversionary movementg and
eausing disorgenization at nolnts from waleh basie swiwlies
were moved,

) The resulis of many of their missions could not readily be assessed,
end striking day after day at targets without kmowing vhat had been
accommlished was not sood for wilot morale. 3ub one serics of mlassiong
flowm durine llareh, with favorable results immediately known, gave a
tremendous 1ifi to cagsing soirits in Assur, YG—-S an alr warning out-
post strateglcally located at Hkalak Ga in Hultawnge Valley, had nroved a
nost valuaole lnstollation, its aleriness late in Jebru.ry enbling Assan
Tlghteras to inflict heavy losses on an eneny foraution of bonbers attenmt-
ing to strike isscm vases. Aware of the existence of the warning vost
and of its threat to future nir oserations, the Jomonese deterzined to
copture it., Its locatlon was mrobably revealed by zir dropoing, ond early

. in larch H0-0 reported that it was in i.aainent Canper of belngs overrun

by a Japanese ground mnitrol, A smzll detachuent of the sritigh wyu
Y T AN
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Force =nd Kachin irregulars meb tn;a eneny six miles from the radio in-
stallation and checited his advance. ‘leather prevented answering thelr
call for alr sapvort undll 8 larch when tne P-40's Degan a series of
oombing and strafing attacis, dlrected by nir-ground liaison witih nen -
from I0-8, After four days the enecnmy withdrew vith casualiies, and
the warning nost was able to co“n‘binue its excellent wori:.17 Meanwbile

the enemy was slovly rmoving toward Fort Hertz.

Whlle the Tighter omerstione prior to the monsoson rains doubbless

caused the eneny serioug erbarrassment at points other than Bkalak Ga,
they pradually edeed forward. In andtacks op the enemy line of communi-~
cabtions the Amerlcans found that they badly needed hesvier bombs, es- .
weelally ror striing bt bridses. 4 bridpe sufrering a direct hit with
& BU0-pound bomb, the largest carrled by tae P-40t'es af trat time, micht
have 1ts sunersiructure domnged, but the Japomese could easily repulr
such daomaje and wut the oridge back in cozndssgion in a short tinme. Tais
oovious need for bouvs large encugh to destroy foundations as well as
superstructures led to o demonstretion of Jmericen dering and ingenudity
thot was to affect aeriel onerntlons in other major theuters of omeraiion.
hae Blet Grown, veing every plrane thot would fly, on one ocezsion
nrescing o (-87 tronsoori into service as & bonber, and freguently using
Pr-17's for weather checks .18 had falled in 1ts efforts to Drealz the
main line of awsnly to northem troopge.-the reilvay. Ulth consilerabls
reluctonee, it uae deciled to divert L-28's to targets farther north cven
thoush this would mean Immeoirment of the bombing prograz irn central Puroas,

In vreporetion for fubure oneratione of medium hombers 1,000-mound

derolition bonbg were shivned $0 Asgan, LA
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Looiting nt these ‘oom-;, Col oh . Earr‘{ executive officer of the
Blst, thought that perhoms the P-40 could be converted into o fighter-
oomber with 1,000-nound capacity and thus obviate the necestity of oring.
‘ inz B-20's to overleaded bases in Assam. Undeterred by the fact that
the 1,000-mound bonb was twice the previouns bomb load of the P-40,
Colonel Zarr set o work on the ;mmble. By 1€ liarch necessary modifleco-
tions vere comnleted, the lend belng lightened by limiting .B0-caliber

armunition to 10D rourds per gun., The trisl flight was set. The nlane

medo a normal twze-off, butbt rete of climb was glow, and level flizhi
speed vas reduced by about seven miles per hour. Vith other P-40's ap -
top cover, a lwmry net as yeb enjoyed by the heavies and mediums, the
N3-40% heoded for llogeung, where the bomb was directed at the swang of
e bridge Just south of the town. ' Over the tavget the drooning nmroved

T pormnl excent for a slight jumm or Jerk at the instant of relezse. The
borib overshot the bridge, hitting the north sbutment, but as far as
carrylnz and releasineg the bomb were concerned the test was o comnlete
suceess, Diversion of B-ZB!'s to northern targets was no longer necessary.lg

It rov rensined for Oolonel Zarr to vork oubt an amvroach and bomb

run to assure better accuracy, and to train pilots more thoroughly in
the new techniques. ©he second tast, on 21 liarch, vae carried out by
slx bonmb-corryine plenss with others as top cover. The first flight of
three vlanes made three hits from 2,E00 feet on the town of llogaung,

. denolishing two whole blocks. Antipireraft wns intense over this target,
bub because of the great speed attalned in the dive the plancs received

no domzge, The second flight adruci: once more at the bridge south of

tne town, releasing their missiles at 2,000 feet. Althourh the nilois
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did not claim that the bridpe was destroyed, the resuli was deseribed
as wery good, all Dbowbe striking in the coeizned target area.‘?o

After these inltial esneriments, further modification and refine-
ments were made and pilots given additionnl training. CGolonel Iarr ad-
viged the pilote %o Heome In at 10,000 to 20,000 feel, razsle-dazzle
to 5,000 feet on & couwrse 90 degrees to the target.” At thls level tke

clrmen were to turn Into o £5-degree dive, eenirng their =ight on the

near end of the target to 2,000 feet., Then by reolaxirg prescure on the
stick they were to let the sight move through the far end of the target
and then release the homb. As the bombs began to exnlode the P-20'a
were to continue diving to the decis for a quick get-away. Speed, Colonel
Barr advised nis vnilobs, wos the main protection agninst fla.k.gl

Using the tactice which ther had lenrned in training, the bomb
carrierg on 14 Soril dropred 12 x 1,000-pounders on eneny airflelds =t
liyltkylno and logeung, remderine both wnszerviceamble, Oun the morning of
16 Anril the rellway bricdge ab-llogmung was ternorarily nub out of
concigsion by neor misses vhich further dammaged the bridge cnd dlew up
anzronches., Cne direet hit was ecored on tne bricge, but the bomb falled
to explode. That afternoon the rallroad bridee at Piz\iba.w, farther to
the couth, wag demoliched by direet hits., Three days later serious
dancge was done to llemtl reilvay bridge between logoung and Biyihtl:yina..
Bridce attacks conbinued wntll early in lay wken the supply of 1,000-
nouwnders was exbnusied. Other bridges which had suffei‘eo‘. serious damace
from the “B:-%O‘ca" included Loilaw, Hamlowin, and Nylticyine, 22

This vreliminary sugcess in "bridge busiing” was by Ro necns decleive,
MESERICTER camonma
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however, for Jars snese construction crews repaired damoge end rebullt de-
Liolished bridges vith remarisable rapldity. lYor exarmle, Pinbaw brifge,
deseribed as commletbely dectroyed on 16 April, was zgein in uwse on 1
ay, Dmmge to bridges intermittently checked all flow of goods north-
ward by rall, and rep;:ated gtrafings of trzils, meotor roads, ~nd reolling
sbock resbricted eneny movement of supplies largely to hours of dorkness:
but o isolate the lyltkyina ares from suwnly bases in the south would
requlre a greater force of aircraft znd nore heavy bombs then vere

avallable in Assaon. 23

llcanwhile the eneny would probably be able to
sneak mueh robteriel into the north wnder cover of the monsoon., Uevelomn-
sent of the #~40 as a earrier of the 1,000-pound bomb had shown tze wmy,

put thei contest knd only begun,

In lay torrembinl reing made sustained omerations imposglble but

nernitted further oilot t:i‘aining egneclally needad by recently arrived

remnlscenients who hod not been oriented in the thesnter. Construetion of
several new Tighter strips was begun and reasonzble vrosress made desvite
bad wezther. TFortunntely, however, the monsoon deterred tue Jupnnese
algo, meking Asean comwaratively safe from alr attacks. Zheny ground
troops stalled north of SCummrebum, probably beceuse roins interfered
with their tenuous suwonly line.

As the summer dragred on the 25th and 56th Sguadrons ran missions
ns often as weather allowed, but scmebtimes ne flylngs was noseible for
two or three veeks et a time. “rorkx woe pushed on tiyhter fields to be
used during the dry season, yob 1life of »ilots in Assan was generally
mongtonous, In July 1-:1551.1;312‘1' c%ihredwggfiiclentlv to perm.t a chort
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flurry of mlssiong, bui in Auwgust the mongoon closed in again, Iuring
the two monbthe, July and Anrust, a total of 284 sorties was flown, bub
practically all were for recommzissance, weabher check, or roubine masrols
. over the nump roubte. Heconnaicraonce choved, however, taat the Japanese
ground troons were simllsrly handicapped; thelr columns hnd not moved
from thelir vositions just abovo S\:l."‘f:,:}r.am'i:ﬂ.t.r:z.“:“L ¢
In Avgust 1aj. Gen. George Z. Strateneyer assumed command of ail
Arerdican alr units in the India-lurms Sector, and Brig., Gen. Howard .
Tavidson succeeded General 3iscell in command of the Fenth Air Force.
shortly thereafier General Haynes ané Solonel Gonbs, both with long

cervice in tne thenter, were returned to the Zone of the Interior, Brig.

Gen. W. D. Old masuming cormand of imerican Air Commond Yo, 1 (formerly
AAARS) Qana. fol. Torglls old taking over commnnd of IATY, General 014,
having served vith Assan-sSurma-Chinn Ferryr and as Cnief of Btaftf of

Tenth Alr Forese, was of cowrse well inforued on the ritwatiqn in Assam,

and (olonel Jold as comuander of the 34lst Zombardment drows (I!) had

i
long since becone fanilicr with onerating conditions in Beng,al.“‘a

Inring September rionotony in Assan was brolen oy the arrival of
the 80th Fiphter Grow znd transfer of the remwsining *snuadrons of the
5lst to the Fourtesnth Alr Torce In Ohins, The 80th Growo, originally
trained on P-£47's and scheduled for shinment to Zurone, and arrived at
Harachi labe in Junc and corried oub over-itionnl tralning while armiting
. the air'craft they would eventually fly in coabat., Late in July their
P-401's hnd begun to arrive, and by the first of Jentenber two of the

three sgurdrons uere rewndy to move :E‘orwﬂrd the third to follow in two
— T PR
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weelzns, Suortly beforc 1 Octoocer the 25th and 26th Squadrons, after ex-

changing rany counbot-exnarienced persommel for inexmerienced ones of

the 80th, moved Lo Chira, leonving reoponsibility for defense of the

alr ferry and 1ts installutions to the 8§8%h, 69%h, and 0th Squairons

of tae 80th Group.as )

Perhans more encouraging than the increage in squadrons from two to
th;ee vas the fact thot fighters in Assam were now equipped with aircraft
capoble of atialning greater altitudes then ever before. In the snring
Japonese reconnalssance planes had figurntively thumbed thelr noses ot
the heavy P-40ii's of the 5lst by snying on Assanm ot will froz anigh alti-
tudes. Cventuclly o P-40, striined of everybhing. removable except cue
mci’lina g, olimbed to suflficient altitude to make & wass at an intruder,
luekily smooé:lng; it ﬂ.r.v.a'n.‘r‘)’7 Thereafter the Slet repentedly reounested
fighters vith better altifude characteristics., itk the arrival of the
80%th Grown, the entlre Assan force vas eculpped with sucn planeg, vhile
the Blst flew their older models wita thent into Cuaina,

In the fevw remaining wee'ts of had veather vhickh followed their
arrival the fighters of the 80th became accustomed to thelr surroundings,
adontling rmicn the same roubine os hoG been followed by thelr prefecessors,
Chey flew matrots, nude reeonnsicsance snd weatner ‘checi:s, escorbed
tranmorts on food dropmidings, snd occaslonclly bomoed ane strafed eneoy-
ocewpied areas. They also adopnted the 1,000-pound Dbomb ag the standsrd
weanon for usfe sgninst najor targets. Rarely did they se eneny alrersft,

end antlaireraft rire encounbered wos generally light and inei‘fective.ag
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Zefore the moneoon had entircdly disspvecred the gituntlon in Assanm
wos further improved by the arrival of the S11lth Fighter-Eomber Groun
equipped with A-36'g and P-Ll&'s, Thie brought zn even grester irmorove-
nent ?m siroraft than the srrivel of tiie F-40's, for the P-BL couwld fly
hirher and nromnised to De o far better flfhter than the doushty P-40.
The A-36, designed for dive tomblng,~would prove extremely valunble in
rround-surmort missions, Cnily the 528th, 5209th, and 530th Squodrons
of the 311th Growuwnr roved inte Assanm, hovever, the other soundron being
inretivated won arrival in the theater and nosi of its nerrounsl trzns-
ferred to the 459th Bgundron., The 45%th, activoted in the thenter ne a
fourth soundron of the 80th Growm, receiYﬁd the i"irf:;‘b F=38's to be used
in Indir. These nlonec, tronceferred from the lledlterronsrn theater,
vere rent to iurmltoles, ivhere the pew soundron woe to overats. 29

The fighter situntion in the Tenth Air Force was thus imroved
immexgurebly in the spnce of o fou weeks., The nurber of squrdrons rose
from two to sewven, oméd instend of kaving to use P=d0x's, P-40.1's, and
-4ty for every concelvable kind of rilssion, P-40. e, »-Bla's, A-E6's,
and '-38's were zvallnoble., Tor the first tlme there could 't.»e & Glvision
of labor anong the fighters in the thester. P-3s's of the 459th in the
soubh coon gave bonbers thelr firet long-ronge fishter escort, while
in Aspsax EE'-Q.'.‘H'S tooks over patrol dubies, lntercpcocrsling su occasional
ponbing and stroafing cission. PeBlA's and A-3t'g ensaged largely in
riving air sumcort to ground forces moving down from Ledo in advance
of the rond builders, but frecuvently flev recommadssance snd patrol
missions., Iate in I'ovember, however, the 530th Soundron was nulled down
into Zenesl to fly escort to htorwbers on o series of sneelsl nlesions

aeyn Nl ::F-‘-w\ ~
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against Zonsoon. Versability of The fighter force yromired to malke it
30

-

nore effective in countering eneny moves in Borma.
. . Tefore the nev fighter and fighter-borber squadrons hed tine to e

lylied into o feeling of securii; the eneuy pove pnotice thot he intended

to chollense the Anericans for nir ascendancy over northern burra. Iur-
iny tho wet season the Jovenese hnd reonired rany old airfields ond
vuilt seveoral nev omes ln central Furow., and in Cehober they gave somk
indiecation as to how they would use them. On 13 Getober Jamanese fighters
appeared In strencth over Surprabuu to challenge the Humn flight. Prboaoly
alded by enemy ground radios, tiey evaded anerican wmatrols, attaciking
tra.nﬂnorts as they passed throwh the region. Iuring the day they shob
down one CAC Dougles tremsport, one AXC 0-46, cnd one K¢ ¢-87, while'
daraging a £-2% of the TYourteenth cnd tww C-47's of a troop carrier
goucdron. Imnedintely the 80th Group increascd 1te north Zurua patrel
to elght nlones, kecpin: them over Suwrmrabum from dawn to dark. On
156 Qetover three f[-30's of the 81llth Grown Iailed to retwran from a
migsion over Swmrabws, dub nilot error in navigation ratker than enemy
action was congldered a probable reacon for their logs, as two were
tnovm to have belly-landed wesbtinrd near Taro. On 20 Uctober anothex
G-46 was lost, and three doys later three others werc reported missing:.;
on 27 Oetober £till another 0-46 was shot dovn and two formations of

. freight-bouling 3-34Ts of the Sourteenth were atbtacked., Figuber watrols
attemmilng to cover teoe large an arec wlthoud guldance from pround radio

ned obvvlougly proved ineffeetive in nroteeting the Fum flyers.gl
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In consulitotion wvith representatives from Tenth Alr Force Eead-
guarters snd ARG, CGeneral 0ld naopped out a prograr for securing the
transports from further attaclkza., Henceforth all transworts were to f1y
the route from Chobua to Huanming via Fort Hertz sand Liklsng, avelding
the vieinity of Summrabum: a radio eonirel station at Fort Hertz was set

up to keep in constent conbact with transvorts znd Lfighter matrols;

and immediate attentlon was glven to destyuction of all Japanese air-

Tields in central Buwrma from which marauding fighters mighi he operating.32
On the day of the first attack on transworte regular boubing and strafing
raids on sirdromes began, and to orevent renetitlion of the disastrovs attecl
all alrfiolds were kent under cloge surveillance. As soon as = fleld was
renorted. serviceable, missiong were pent out %o »nut it out of action. A4As
an exarmle of the treatrient accordel enenmy asirdromes, the field at
Lyitizying was attocked on 13, 18, 381, and 37 October, on 3, 8, 9, 25, and
30 Liovember, and on 2, 4, 11, 18, and 23 DIscenber, mosat of the attacks
belny corried out by £-40%s bearing 1,000-pounders variously fuzed to
makte reanirs more Aifficull and :ci.fs‘:':y'.s3 Strafers worked over the field
thoroushly, giving narticular attention to ontisircraft rpositions.
It i1g imvossible to say d;finitel;v' waich of the prﬁca.ui?ions wes
riost effective in sitopping c-ienreﬁations on the Ewwmn flyers, but in
Jdovesber no transnorts were lost to eneny action, and in Tecermoer only
two were shot down. In view of contimming attac’is on transvorts flying
100d-dronning missione, howsver, it seems likely that changing the route
northuard was the key.34
The pattern of the approaching all-out battle for alr suwremzey in

N L I LI T

e (D

1
-

e L

orGURITY TIFORMATION

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Mf . ! v l‘\ ,‘h?\t
T\ T )2
b

AAYFEH-17Y &7

Horth Bur;na was begimnin~ to unfold. sgeinst more debernined enemy

resisbonce the greatly increased air force in Asssm had glready ezperi-
. enced grecter difficuliy in protecting the merial gunoly line than had

the fwo squadrons of the Dlat Growm in the precedin:s_; months. Janenese

fighters could still slip by American pairols, swodp down on bransnort

plenern, and escape. lloreover, ilihe necessily of increszeing the size of
I 0 &

natrols and concentrating on destruction of airflelds tended to reduce
the effectivences of aitacks on enemy liner of commuvnication and to cut
dovn on the amount of suoport given grouvand forces fighting in bukawng

Valley.59

As an additional precauntion against further attacke on the hum»

flignt 1t was Pelt tnat Chinese troons siould be flown to Fort Herss,

vhence they could wmove grainst Swmrsbuwa, IFetaking Suwmprapum would

6

bave tke douole adventage of freilitating a vaet extenslon of the air
warning net and of securing ftne flaniz of $rooms moving down the Hukawmg
Valley. 3By Octover the ground cermaign along the route of tke orojeeted
road from Leds was baXing form. .Calnere trocps‘ under smerican commané
were swearheadlng an advence to clear taoe woay for tie road builders, On
11 Qctoner Asesocm vwilote were informed tpnat A1lied forces hzd moved into

whot had formerly been congidered enesy-cceunied areas, and lastructlons

were issued that no acrial offensive action would be underiaken north

]

. of a line Sumpravump-lcingkuon-Taro-Veavlaw rithont speeific orders from
36
ground force conmapders.

Trom that time on, the temwo of alr sunport onerations was quickened.

As the ground forces movaed f.m“"w" Py ’shg.,};a;,],&:(. ﬂ‘\le:y’ eneountered more

b rm? Sah S B o e Y R .
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prepared nocltions and with ever incras.using frequency called upon

. they were rarely privilezed to see., UThelr reports generally stateld

+ to ascertain whnat &amaye wvas done or whal cagualties causged Dy thelr

attacks. Undou'btedly they wers more effectlive thon sousdron reports

vengeble during the opere.t”ion of the last few weeks. 438 ]

fighters and fighter-vonbers to substitubte for heavy artillery. Day

58

after day nilots bombed and strafed snecified nreas, strikineg at targets

laconlenlly, "results uwnobserved,' anfd in many cases ther were naver able

indieate, for ground commanders were lavich in their vraiss of the accurazey
3

of obtacks. ? In Jovewber Brig. Gean, H, L. Boainer of General Stilwell's

staff gtated that alr suwiport had veen Wsuverier and avsolutely indis-—

. linst wllots, however, preferred to strilte vigidle targets where re-

sults could be observed., UYhere was no desrth of such targets in overa-

tlonal range of Aszai, and nany a pilot derived aatisfection from seeing

~

deptruction belne wrovgnd by his borbings and strafinge, Lines of

r

comunlecation end rearward installations serving the considerabls eneny

fores iz north Surrna mresented numerous suitable objeetives. Harges,

2

ferryoorts, truclks, locosmotives, and rolllng stock: were excellent 4turgebs

of omaortunity, and those venturing o move Juring daylisht hours suffersd

heavily. Sunnly and oll dums, troon concentrations, and enemy head-

auarters vere generally well concenled, but oceasionally natlive agents

under comunnd of an Amerlcon, Col. Carl Jdfler, mrovided exact informntion

tthich enaoled the flyers te molre demnging and extreual;‘; digconcearting

attacks on perfectly camouilaged or otherwise well concealsd ingtalla-

tigng, Resultant fires ﬂ}%"ﬁe?fﬂy gave, }%94‘??'?%% of the aceuraecy of
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39
both military intelligence and btombings.

Althoush vridee attacls had now ‘Decox:;e only a pa;:-t of the campsign
. to disrupt ensmy bransvorbation, they were none the less inmgortaat.
Particularly vital were the railway bridées on the only rail lins north-
\

ward through l'oraung to Myitxyins, and bmoller bridges on the modor road
from llogaung vest to Xameing, Using 1,000-pound bombs and techniques
worised out by she Blst Groum, pilots of the 80th kent un the harassing
and fresuently devastatine abbacks on Loilnw, logoung, and Ferbwin rail-
way bridges. The 31lth chimed in with frequent dive-bombing abtachs,

usins smoller bombs, and also attacked many major motor bridges., These

targets were still difficwlt to hit sounrely, but nesr misses and hits

on anwroaches rade many bridges umusable for exbtended periods, So effec-
tive and persistent were the assanlts that frowm 7 October to the end of
the year there vas hardly & day vhen rail traffic could move unimpeded
into lLyitkyina, lotor dtraffic was similarly harpered, But the Jzoaness
wore equnlly persistent. Eepair erews worked so ravidly that major
wamage frequently was mended lo a few hours, and to assure & nlniaum

of stoprages thoy bullt by-pass bridges at vital points, On 15 Decenber
they had repaired the main dridge at Namtwin, nocked out a}e‘rz days
before, and since 5 December had alzost commlebed & by-nass bridge;lollav
wos wnusable, but there too o by-sngs was under consiruction, The
Jananese were figuting vack to keep thelr suoply lines 03)331.40
. Thndouwbbedly they recognized the serious threat to their hold on

Suriae, for informstion seeped through the lines that Jananese trooms were

arriving in northern Surma .urom the ,.;alwaen 1ront vhere the drlye toward
s avea, e
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Kunning had faileds aerisl reconnnissaonce showed & substantial inerease
in sirceraft on Zurma cirfields; antisireraft was anmsearing at all major
eneny ihsvallations., Chinese forces in Hukawng VTalley after initial
successes vere shnlled by increasing Janansse resistance, mnd advenced
wnits were isolated by eneny flank novements. Iwery indlcatlon nointed
to a b;.tter contest along the entire route to be followed by the Ledo
Zoad, 4

Zast of Hukawng the cround situction was somewhat more favorable to
the Allles, Snemy unlts penetrnbting north toward Fort Hertz durlng the
sutner had retired to Swmrabum where thelr position was belng made
difficult by Kachin levies wio ambushed natrols, waylald suonly caravans,
and blew wp bridges on the maln suprly road from lFitkyina. The Allles
had decided to fly troops into Fort Hertz ror a dwive sou‘thward.42

In spite of steoped-uo aerinl sctivity since the end of the monsoon
American fighters otill rarely encountered eneny alroraft, Defense of
Esnspoon required a large part of the moderate eneny fighter force in
Surag, and in the north they merhaos avoided encounters with Assam fighters
nurnosely, intendine to do as much damrge to transports as possiocle while
Izeening thelr losses at a ninimun, Taey mrobzbly lmew that they were
dogzed to Lose & babtile of attribtion. As a result there were dmly two
Ag-~amubaged fighter alreraft Znoum to be lort in actual combat fronm
1 Cectover to the end of the :rear.és

Far to the south the situntion was entirely different. The only
Anerican Tighter sguadron there, the 489th, met fighter resictance
resmitarly, and vhen its nlsmes flew eseort to boriders they suffered
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losgses from antizireraft fire. ILate in Xovember alsoe the 530th Souad-
ron's F=fl's were uulled cut of Assam $o act as escorts in a series of

special bombordrment Lisslions to Eangoon. On four missions flowm the

. firhters Lad sericus losses--five planes known shot down, %wo nissing

ond not expected to return, und eight others damnged., They left Assan
with 21 planes and within a week reburned with only 11, leaving 3 cthers
behind for major repairs. Albthough thelr losses were heavy, they had done
well on their first mdissions of this type, shooting down & enety fighters
end clelming 12 provables and 15 desazged. One of thelr own plones was
ghot down by antiaircrait fire, and 3 had suffered damagse fron the ground.
&‘ina gcore on fighter alrervalt periong favored the 530th, since of the 7
shing waiech it lost, only 4 were known fo hove been shot down by fizhters,
wmile the squadron definitely shot down € of the enemy.

By the flrst week in December it was ovvious not only that American
zerinl reinforcements %0 Agmgnu jad come none too goon, pubt that in the
immedinte fubture fishter sguandroms for bomber escorts could not be
diverted from thot area., Ohinese ground forces fighting to extricate
thenselves frvon encireling colums cad to ne sumalied entirely by air,
and each alr drovn hod to have fighter nrotection, rurthermore, calls
for alr swnort te ground units were more frequent and insistent, Cone
stent petrolling of air lones kept o large »art of the fihter forcs buey,
leaving no nlanss to be gnared for any oneration ouiside the ilmmediate area.

. Cn 11 Tecemver encny flzhiers once more evaded matrols without trounle

and struck viciously. After resortlng that it wus belng attacked by

three Jancnese fighters, 2 lone B-25 on reconnaiscance wag never heard
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from again., At Port Hertz a troon corrler (=47 crash-landed and burned
after beins erivnled by enemy fighters. Another C-47 simply disavneared.
On & food drop near Hajitw Junnnese plangs slipoed between dronnlng mlanes
and thelr top covor, sacoting down two C-47's berorc bveing e{ngagad. b7
escorting fi.gjltars.és

*
5

Although the logr of four C-47's and a 3-25 in a single day was a

' discater, it d4id not rewresent a faollure on the nart of the air ecommond
in Assanm %0 carry oubt the nrlmary nisslon of wrobecting ALC flignts and
installntions, for these were not AY0 oireraft. 3Bub it dld demonstrate
agzain o basic weslmess of the patrol systen, zmd indicanted that in the
eir war north Burma ves s4311 Mao men's land, W=0

Two days latex, however, the Jamnnege did strike nt Assam installa-
tlions. 3lnce October thelr mireraft hrd bdeen wrobing the defenges of
the Anericon-occunied zone in northeast Indic, ammearing in the alr warn-
ing net every feuw éays-,. eausin ;s alerts and seranoling of fighters, out
never abtacizing. Possiuvly thelr agents nenr vital lnstellations wnrned
them away when there ume danger of intercention; perhens they were oanly
testilng the '.i'a.rnjng net., On 13 Decewber, however, n formablon of some
20 twin-engine bonoersg mnd 28 fighteres anpeared over Tinjon only L2
mloutes after the alert was sou.n&ed:. w0 intercentlon was made until
after they had drowwed 32 x 100-pourd fragmentation beoabs from 13,000
feet, but their zin was noor and little dnnege resulied. 3Before they

‘ could get oub of the vielnity Anerican fighters made contact and took o

heavy 10ll of the intruders. Soon afier they succeeded in ghelving off

the first growp of intercmtors tha Jaa:xanese ran into American fithters
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returning from o miscion to Bhame. Agaln they suffered losges, lhen
the final seore was vosted 12 boubers were clalxed ags shot down and 1

. provably destroyed, end 5 escorting fighters clnined as shot dowm,

Areriean losses on tn2 ground and in the alr were spell. Thobt enemy
losses were so high was due in part to their rdsfortune of meeting the
returning fighters, vut the Janonoee hzd demonstrated that they could
glip throvgh the warning netd to vital pnartsg of Assam and drop their bomos
befores belng intercented. Had thelr bomblns accurecy been betbter, their
aireraft losgses nifht vell hnve besn overvalanced by darage ab Il*injan.é.?

The foet thot Assam was still valaerable to eneny air attackh led
to the su-zestlon that all P-400's Tte revlaced by higher flying fisnters,
Tor Japrnese bembers hod been erncountered above the optimum operational
altitude of the r-40's. lloreover, night rlgaters were urgently reouested
for defensive wori agoinst vossible atiaclzs on moomligat nignts. Ob-
viously there woo not yet any feeling ol gecurity in assan,

in mid-Pecenber another slgnificant adaipnigtrntive change in Assanm
vas secommwlisied, a2lthough it did not affeel operations until the next
vear., Fighters of the 5320th Alr Iefenze Wing (formerly AAARC and
Anericen Alr Commond Lo, 1) were jolumed with FAS lignters of the 2engal
Cormzand to forn the Phird Tactieal fir Foree, u part of Zagtern Air
Comzand under Genoral Stratemeyer. General 0ld took over the theater

. Troop Carrier Commond, nnd uas succeeded b B370th dr Jolonel Tsaon,

formerly of the Blet Groum. Commander of the Tnetlenl sdr Toree waa fo

, . - £9
be Alx larahal) Jokm Lalawin of the Zenzal Commend,
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he lons~awaited ;round offensive to recover Burma had begun during
the last weelns of 194% and it was now fully recogsmnized that 163 success
. ainged wmon alr sumeriority. Txoerience gained in tiwree months of

. sctlon would be of tremendous value to the fignters and fighter-bomoers.

Since 1 Cetober the 80tn and 311tk had carried out hundreds of sorties,
enjeging in alaost every isaginable type of aerial setivity, Trom weather
checlzs to brid;e busting, They lmov the territory over vhich they flew,
and the strong and weals volnts of thelr equipnent. %helr throe nonthe

of coxbab, however, was merely o preview--the main show was seheCuled
50 .
' for 1244,
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while the relatiwely few fighter mlenes in north Burmo were earrying
out the wrlmary nlesion of the Tenth iir Force oy protecting the Chins
ferry, the remcinder of the ailr force, commosed of medium and heavy
“bombarduent souadrons, wos engared in the secondery but nonetheless
vital itrsk of attermting to destroy eneny insiallations, smwply routes,
and lines of communication into and zcrose Burmn, 4s nprevicusly mointed
oub, composition of the Indin Mr Tag: Foree, whlch oxdlginally ineluded
2ll combat squadrons based in Indla, uas mot suwited to itz primery
nission of tacticul owerations, and &8 a result the greater part of
its sireraft participated in what, in 3urnn ot least, could be considered
sbroateslc bLombardrent,

In Jurma there were tvo vhases of eneny tronsoort offerine strateglc
objeetlves to the bombers, The firct included movement by sen, landing,
nrocoseing, nne trangshipment of goods from the cosst; the second vas
movement of materiel over the interior transportation systex from mort
of entry to troovs in the field, Yhe first phazse centered around “angcom,
for vhille Dangrolr, lloulrein, Tavoy, lergal, Sing:apore, Fzigon, ond other
cosotel towns served as voris of entry for the Jomonese in southenst
Asia, only Eangoon wng both locsied vithin orerational ronge and linked
closely enough 11ith the trsmsvortation syatem inside Furmn bo become
reguler bombardzent objective, lowlmeln had been cut off from the nain

traneportation lines ny destruction of tue qittang Iiver bridue in 1542
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and was under further disadveniare as a vort of entry because of the
recessity of ferrying all northivound coods acwoss the Salween., Until
Terries over the Sitteng and Zalween were grentl) enlarged or The bridge
over the -Sittang rebullt, very litfle materiel would reach the interior

of Burnue from that porb.

recause of their rreater range and heavler bomb load B-24's of the
7th Zorbardment Crowm book over the first nhore, thelr sctivities irelud-
ing gen pearches oné attacks on ehipping in the .ndeman Sen, destruction
of docke, railrond yards, rallway reoolr faclilitles, end storage areas
in Emngoon, ond whntover elge wasg neceassry to stem the flow of goods

to and from thet pors, %o the mediun boiders fell the assligmzent of

LY
interfering as seriously as wosslble with novement of goods alonw interior

$rangrort lines., FEollways and rivere were the most lmportant routes
over vhich matericl moved, althourh a few motor roads were heavlly used.
«ridges, railrocd yerds, Junctions, locomeotives, river boats, truck
convoys, troop concentrations, barracits areag, and suwoly dumps becane
prine taryets of the mediums and occasional targets of the heavies.
Turing 1242 experinental attacke had been made on enemy transnord

in Burnz ond by Jopuary 1943 the followi.ng priorisy for skratesic

-

potbarduent had been worked out'

lerchant shippine ’
Docits, storage and repair facllitles, including transfer
terxinals

Hail centers

Bridges

ziver snipning

Folline stoglz, with particulnr esvhagis on locowotlves

darracks areas and storage dwx:;:s
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The firet offemsive operatioﬁ of the Tenth in 1942 had been agalnst
merchant shipning, and other similer mlgsions were flown during the

year, But becouse of the grest dictances involved, uvnpredictable weather
in the Andaman Sea, and paucity of intelligence on moveuent of eneny
bottoms, goods had conbinuved to move In and out of Fangoon. Al the
peglnning of 1943 the Tenth Alx Force Intelligence Section estimated

that from 30,000 to 40,000 tons of enemy shinping was passing weekl&
plong the P;'mgoon :*i:i.ver.:S The Janasnese thus far had failed to recondition
oil fields in Burma, go an immortant part of the materlel rceesived through
Eangoon was gasoline end oil wpon vhich thelr gir force in .curma depen&ed.4
Denial of une of this port therefore would curtail all types of military
operations in the entire Hurma sector.

Tor some nonths the Tenth Alr Yoree stoff had degired to carry out
cining opverctliona ut iangoon to supplement sea search cotion, snd efforts
had been mede to acqulre magnetic miner and techrnical exmerts fio 2id in
theix use.s Finplly, after technical asrlstance was obtained, ons of
the most simificent operations in the thenter wos olonned, (Called
Froject TOW, this mlen contemmlated cotrlng of mopnetic nmines in the
rangoon estuary as soon 2o mines coulé be obtained and weather conditions
wore favorable. In January 1943 it wes found that minesz sultable for
the gperztlon were elther already in the hands of the RAY or en route to
then. Upon auvery PAF offiecers sigmified their willingness to rrovide
the necessary mines and turned over to the Tenth ndequnte horbor cherts
gnd necessary infornntlon on moon nheses end tideg, Iurthermore the

Denth gladly accented thelr offer to suomly trained nersomnel for

e ek
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mounting the mines and insiructing nilots in methods of dropoing, Sub-
sequently 300 magmetic nmines were moved secretly by stemmer ifrom Ceylon
- to Coleutta and thence distribubted to Americzn oalr basee. After coordi-
. nation with the Commender-in-Cihlef of ihie _astern Fleet of the Rogal lavy
ond other proper 3ritigh suthoritiec, the Ancricans began working out

detalls for Project LDW.G

U$iliging tritish porsonnel provided by the RAT, they bescn to malke
technical chonpes necessary $o it the mines 1nto E-24%'s, lodifieation
of the borib ghacl-les and lengthgning of the narasehute ststice lines by
gix feet proved to be the only ndsmiations required. It wne found, how-
ever, that only tkhe rear bonmd bays could be uweed, as parachutes from front
vays fouled rear buliheads. Consequently only four mines could be 10‘;ded
in each Libemto?. Ferkanps & aore serious comlication was that nodifi-
cations precluded use _oi‘ borch boy fuel tanize, thereby reétricting renge
of tne alreryaft,

As success of this enterprise eould have Far-reaching effects on
the course of the Zurma cemmaign, the Yenth gave sericus tnought to every
yhage of tho planning, It vas believed that .if the oneration could be
et secred severe .ama.;e would be done before the Jap%mese Imew of the
nresence of the mines, They therefore nlanned to run the migeion at
night, with simultonecons diversionnry missions over !Hnsalodon airdrome
and rangoon. Secrecy also depended upon absolute aceuwracy in the drop,
Tor if o single nine fell on snore or in too-shallow water secrescr wonld
be eormromiged, To assure greabest nogeible rmeceuracy the flyers needed

a full moon for vigibility and lov tide to prevent dromning mines on

_ . W“}
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sand bars., Actual dropping would be accomplished at minimum altitude.a

The type of mine toﬁ be used was also an impordant consideration.
those cliosen were Type A llark V. If pronerly nlaced these would gink
to‘ the bottor of the river taking the telltale parachutes with ther.
Set for two dnys' delay, they would irbed themselves in the rmd and ails
of {he channel, making sweeplng difficult. The mechanisnc uas set in suen
a vay thet as many as 12 activations by magnetic mabterials would nob
detonate them. Thus, if the enemy suspected thet mines had been drommed,
ewecpings for conventional anchor-type mines would be frultiess, or if
they persisted and swept for magnetic mines the overatior would have to
be reneated 13 tines before the mines could be exmloded. Heretofore no
nines had been dropped in Rangoon River, and it was considered highly
unlinzely that the Jaranese would be able to remove them pefore they
caured some dnnage. llemawvhnile, if sweepings continued until all rines
were; removed, it would still be a time-consuming: oneration durf,ng whica
vessels could not nove through tne chonnel. If, on the oth;r hand, the
mines vere not removed, hulizy of sunken vessels in the narrow channel
might cause even greater interrupiion to enemy shi.pping.g

Full moon during Februnry ocecurred on the 20th and louwest tide on
the 24th, so the nmission wa:s scheduled for the nighi of the 224, actuzl
droppins to be done snortly after moonrise. Altogether the operabion
wac to be one of the largest in the theater up to that time, involvine

all American 2-3&:'e in the theater plus some RAF Liverators., On 21 and

' 32 Pebruary the svecinl EAY detail finmiched premarations and loaded

the mines into sireraft; on the 224 all airfields in eastern zengal
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Wwere alerted to accormodate any of the minelayers wiich counld not return
t0 bage becouse of shoringe of fuel.
- At the anmpointed time, about an hour before =oonriese, the planes
. vegen to teke off, Flying over the Bay of Lenral they ent an aliitude
of 6,000 feet; when they sighted Pagoda Point they swung soubthesstward
and descended to 1,000 feei, rumning into a2 low Yseud! of clouds., Over
the Guli of llartabar they turned north at a point calculated to bring
them over the sstuary, meanvhile reducing altitvde to 530 feet. Tow
clouds cest chodows on the water, malting 1t exiremely difficult-for
the bombardlere to distingulsh land from patches of shadow orn the water.
The pilots locabed dlernant roint, o ey cbeck mar:, oub soon afberuard
got oft course and nad to clrele nack., %The extra time consumed in
searchine for the target increaseq nnxiety over gasoline supnly, but
on toe second run they located the right smot., Zlenes throtiled to
165 miles per nour, bombd bay doors opened, snd mines voracnuted inte
the woter exzetly where they were suwposed to foll, Tals nart of the
mission was entlrely successful, and iiere wns every reanon to believs
that the nine laying was umobserved, for the diversiopary raids on
ingaladon and Pangoon taking nlace simultancously recelved full attentisn
frou the Jnomnesa.ll
After Project Low was carried out no shimming massed through Rangoon
Liver for sovaral months, Information on the nunmbsr of sains actunlly
. surk is not robl available, bubt the mining overation doubbtless wos an
imortant factor in inducing the enemy temmorarily to nbandon RFangoon

az o port of entry for suwwnlles and troops. Comoletion of the Bangzok-
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Houlnein rallway wns lmminent, and construction of the Sittang Fiver
bridge was nrogressing, but there vwag no substitute for Fanroon as a
supply voint, and as longs as the Jananese were hob able o use itw faclli-
ties their defeneive nogition in Burmn was greatly wesltened.

Hlated over the success of thelr initial mine-laying venture, the
Temth Alr Force sitaff sought other wabers fto be interdicted, Unfortun-
ately, however, only two other ports, Basseln und Houlmeln, were in
operational range of mine-bearing Liberators. Info:cm:tion on Basoeln
indicated thnt hydrographlc condltions were idezl: wut reconnaissance
ravealed that oaly river boabts and emall constal stezmers wers using
that nort, and therefore the volume of :mmrine traffic was oo smll! to
warrond such an overzbion. As for llowlmein, Royal Favy Inbelligence
remorted that the channel fthere changed as frequently zs once a month,
and at no tinme was of pufficient depih t0 assure successfual re:m:l.i-,s.]"2

Throughout 1943 Rongoon Flver vos the chief target of Teath aAir
Force mining operntions, bat preparation for arrival of aireraft which
could bring other irmortent ports irnto operational remge regulred endless
oxnerinentation and determination of generul peliey. ZEventunlly o theater
nrogrea woas evolved outlining targets for which mining wag apnroved.
Eriority wos left flexible go that chenges couwld be mede as current

intelligence dictated. Opmortunity nine laying vms permitted only in
snecified areas, wubt relnforceicnt of mine fields already ovlotied could

be done wlthout nrior avroval. After the Southenst isia Commond was

set wp late in the year, alningz of new vorts or areas was suoject to
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INDIA-BURMA THEATER MINING ESFORT 1943
. ORGANI-~ SUCCESSFUL MINES
. DATE OBJECTIVE ZATION SORTIES IAID TYPE . REMABRKS
22/23  Rangoon R 10th AF 10 40  A=MRV  B=24!s
Feb
26/27/28 Rangoon B 10th AF 10 40  A=MEV  B-24's
Mar
27/28  Pen-Nayet Or 10th AF 1 4  A-MEV  Fllot mined
Mar (¥ear Rengoon) wrong terget
22/23  Rangoon R 10th AF 2 8 A=MEY
May
13814  Irreveddy R 10th AF 16 52 _ AMKV  B-25's
Jul
31 Jul/ Rangoon R 10th AF g 36 MK«13  Be24lg
1 Aug
?/49 Rangoon R 10th AF 6 3]  ME=13  B-24tg
Sep
6/7 Ranzoon R 10th AF 2 10 ME-13  B-24's
Hov
" 8f9 Rangoon R 10th AF 5 30  MK-13  B-24's
Kov
12/13  Rengoon R 10th AF 2 12  ME-13  B-24's
Nor
12/13  Ching Bakir R 10tk AF 1 6  ME~13  Pilot mined
Nov (96%081%, 16%21Y) - wrong target
13/14  Rangoon R ' 10tk AP 1 6 ME~13  Be24's
Nov
4/5 Rangoon R 10tk AF 5 26  MEK-13  B-24's
Dee
4/5 Moulmein 14th AF 12 60  ME-13  B-24's
Dee (Salveen R)
. 5/6 Houlmein 14th AF 6 20  MK=13  B-24's
Dee
5/6 Rangoon R 14th AF 5 26  MK-13  B-24's
Dac
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approval‘ by the Sumreme Allied Comnander, Hennwhile the followlas basic
prinsinles wore adonted for the theater:ls
1. Persistent overations should be attemted against reeculariy
used enemy ports, with size and Glstribution of effort denend-
. ing on curreat shipping intelllgence,

2. 4n assortuent of mines should e used so as to cormlicate enemy
gveening nroblens,

3. Zxcopt where definitely nrescribed by higher command, steriliz-
ers should not be usged.

4, ‘here weubther or exireme range made it izmracticzl to mine
rorés resmlarly, llaited use of delaying arming mechanismg was
to be permitted.

Desnite extensive planning and emmerimentation, however, mine laying

. throughout the year followed the general mabbtern of the first mission,

_ Becomse of linitations set by plane range ag well as the immortance of
the Pangoon mort, attention centered on Ranyoon Biver. lwuch of the
surprise eleuent was olimdnated by the firsl offort, for the Japaness
were on the looizout for mines after ench night mwenrance of nlones over
the Rangoon arsa, but whether or not mines were lald the enemy kad to
engage in congtant sweeping operations. A few daylight nmining miesions
were flown and atfoumts were nade to sow flelds from high altitudes, dub
neither wag successful.lé

In addition to limited range of aireraft omd seareity of targets,

the weather, tides, and moon phases st definite restrictions on this
tyne of operation, preventing m regular sustained mro.ram of nining,
. wovertheless the ii berators mined Zangoon Ziver froquently emoush to keen

mine sweepers alucys at worx znd to provide an ever-present threat to {
vessels attemmiing to enter or leave the port. Thoy resiined ths chonnel
0™ e
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in larch, lay, and July, on the latter date using Mark XIII mines for
the First time. Cn a nission in September B-24's corried five and six
nines ner plance instead of the uwsusl four, snd thereafter 1t becane
gtandard practice to load at least five mines into ezch 'olame.15
Iuring four nights in early lovenmber z total of 58 mines ‘was soved
in the channel, After an all-oubt series of bombing attacks on the Eangoon
aren An late Hovember and early leceaber, Fourteenth Air Force ILiberators
coonerated with the Tenth in mine loyinua conbermlated to elose the nort
at llonlmein as well as to keen Rangoon idle. During the afternoon of
4 IeceJber they ﬁlza:ced. 51 rines in the Dengoon egtunry and 20 in the
channel leading o Houlmein. In these misslons survrise was hardly
considered necessary, for with Eongoon fneilities erinpled from bombings
any delay ceused in the use of lloulnein would Be costly to the Japanese.ls
In puzmary 1% may be sald that the mine-layineg activity of American
air wnite in Indis during 1948 wes experimental in nature and esomewhat
limited in scope., Like most other Tenth Alr Force onerations its
success cannot be mengured alzme by lmmediaie accomplisanments, for con-
sideration must be given %o the be;.clclog of exmerience which was greafly
to nffect fubure operations undertaken on a muen larger seale. everthe-
less the nore than 280 nines ladd in Pangoon Eiver alone duringz the year

undoubtedly preventel much mebteriel from enterin: Surme, and caused

serious delays to all goods which did eveniuzlly succeed in rumming

“the gauntlet. lining placed a great strain on mort facilities at

iouinein and on the tenwous line of supply from there into cepiral 3urna:
it consumed the full time of many enemy mersontel and required the use )

of much equlpment whiech could. well hcwe been used slgewhere; and 1‘5 was

H\Qu {ﬂ’j i \ 1°;
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probably a more lucrative operation for heavy bombers than bombing minor
lend installations.

Hardly less important than minins missions were oceasional strilies
at rall targets ana other ouilying lustallatlons including major alr-
dromes. In tae program of rail interdiction corducted mainly by the
3-25 liltchells the ILiberators lent alé by striking key noints beyond
normal BE-2B range, and occasionally addlnes weight to the efforts of the
medinms to Inock oud critical rail centers and bridges. liogt of thelr
striltes were azalnst objectlves in the area south of Thagi, diffiemlt ir
not immossidle to reach with Iitchells. IFailluay yards, barraeks, and
storase areas at Toungoo, Fyinnepa, Yamethin, and Pyawowe on the Iangoon-
Uananloy rail line were alt repentedly. Other places regularly vizited
vere Prome on the Irravaddy ct the end of a gpur going northwest out of
Zongoon, and Thanbyuzyat on the line into Moulmein from Yo to the south,
Letnadon and Henzada, eontrol points on the rallway into dassein, re-
celved sevcrul bombings, widle oll flelds at Chaws and Yenangyaung were
attaczed in fhe latter part of the year when recom;aissance showed that
the enonh; was frying to reconditlon them. Pasumdoune wns the most
important bridze target in southern Surms end received cousiderable atten-
tion from the 13:-34‘3.17

On occaslon tne heavy bombvers lent asslstance to the mediums operating
in the Mondalay region of central Bwrma, OCn 22 June they hit Ywabtoung
. yards throughvhich all traffic passed from llanfalay nortn, and lonywa

on the landalay-ieu line. On 20 July and 1 Sentemover landalay itself
wag atiacized. A second strike at llonywa on 19 Zeptember was followed

«;...,\ IR AT A TR NN
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the next day by 2 mission to Sagaing and another to Haba on the Mandalay-
Yyitkying line. The latter was the northernmost point struck by the
Liberators during the :y'ea.!'.L8

In October Sagaing and Uyingyan were bombed and Kanbalu, on the Yeu
branch was hit twice. The heaviest missions flown in the north by the
B-24's were on 17 October when 1) B-2i4's collaborsted with 18 lMitchells
in giving Naba a thorough "pasting,” and on 30 December when 20 Liberators
gave Monywa a coup de grace, In most of these missions targets other than
railway yards also were attacked, For insfance, at Myingyan an important
objective was the colton m.’t.ll.:‘"9

Heanwhile a few heavy-bomber missions were directed at important
bridges in the internal transportation system. These included Sinthe
and Myittha bridges on the Rangoon~liandalay line, lleza bridge between
Mandzslay and Myitkyina, Gokieik viaduet on the Lashio branch, and Shweli
highway bridge on Burms Road., Damaze to HKeza, Goktelk, and lyittha was
of a minor nature and easily repa,ired.20

Like Pazundaung bridge near Hangoon, Lyitnge bridge if destroyed
would cut all rail traffic from Rangoon intc Mandalasy. Hence it was the
most frequently attacked bridge and the mosi heavily defended point oute
side the Rangoon area. On 10 different days B-24's struck at this tan-
talizing target which long defied even the lMitchell "bridge busters.”
On 24, March 23 Liberators from high altitude attacked the bridge in
gseveral waves without disturbing the structure. In their exasperation
they utilized two old B~17's which had flown no combat missions since the
preceding June., These planes braved heavy ground fire to drop their

missiles from 50 feet, but again the bridge was unscathed, In July and
i TVEVE R
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hugust the heavies made two ‘more a.ttacﬁs on .Eyn.tnﬂe but failed to do

more than damage a.pproaches.zl Obviously the Liberators were being
misused, for bridges were hardly suitable targets from high altitudes;
but at the same time the mediums and fighter~-bombers had not developed
the techniques which later proved so successful against bridges, and
could not, therefore, be used against this unquestionably vital point
Lo the Japanese,

Sea searches or sea sweeps, begun in April 1942, continued through-
out 1943, but with questionable success. Undertaken as the firsi effort
to cut off supplies from Burma, the activity eventually became only a
supplement to the heavier effort to knock oub docks and facilities by
bombing and to close the port of Hangoon by m:'.ning..a'2 The water expanse
of the Andamsn Sea was too great for anything approaching complete
coveraze by the limited force available, and missions were in reality
reconnaissance sorties sent out on the chance that enemy surface craft
might be located. Should a convoy be spotted, additional aircraft could
be directed to atlack. '

Notoriously bad weather in the waters south of Rangoon thwarted
many sorties, and doubtless many Japanese reached their destination under
cover of c¢louds and fogs. Yet the chance for sea sweeps to succeed was
probably greater during the monsoon when overcast was expected, for in
- ¢lear weather enemy shipping hugged the lalay coast, lying inshore by
day and moving at night. This coastal area was outside the optln?ﬁi?tional
range of current model B-24's and little could be done to stop coastwise

shipping, but regular sweeps over open sea were maintained throughout the

mr:msoon.:a3 %W‘cﬁfﬁ% i ;;“ :-l N
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Vd.thout radar-equipped aireraft or accurate intelligence on enemy

shdpping, comparatively little material damage could be done on sea
sweeps. On infrequent occasions ships were located and a few were sunk
or damaged, but the greatest contribution of these operations perhaps
lay in delays resulting from enemy vessels being forced to take round-
about courses to destinations. Daring the summer radar equipment was
uged experimentally and promised %o make sea searches more effective
when sufficient aircraft were radar-equipped, Keanwhile, to prevent
wasting time, fuel, and airplanes on fruitless missions esch departing
search flight was provided with alternate land targets. It became
habitual for planes returning from unsuccessful sweeps to fly over points
in southern Burma and unloose their bombs. In several instances hesvy
damage was done to enemy installations selected as alternate taxgets.zh
Aside from shipping, all strategic targets worthy of attack by,
and in range of, the Liberators lay in the vicinity of Rangoon, and the
welightiest effort of the 7th Group was directed at objectives in that
region. Distance flown by American airerafi on these missions was greater
than that required for planes based in Britain to strike at Berlin, but
inspite of this handicap it had long been a "milk run" for India-based
B-24's. In recognition of its critical importance the Japanese had made
Rangoon one of the areas most strongly defended against air attack in
all southeast Asia. Heavy antiaircraft and large batteries of search-
1ights were concentrated at vital points, and the larzer part of eneny
fighter sirength in Burma was based at Mingaladon and other near-by
fields. & majority of missions to Rangoon met resistance, and losses

there were always the heaviest suffered by the bombers., Uniil arrival
DR T S i R T
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of P-3E's and P-51's late in 1943 all wissions were flown without escort,
the B=-24's depending upon their cwn field of fire and cloud cover for
protection ayainst enemy fighters., Iventually the Japanese discovered
the weak point of the B-24D model~--lack of defense against frontal
atback--and combat damage to aircraft rose alamingly until the B~254J
arrived late in 0ctober.25 Yet in the face of the best defense the
enemy could muster, the heavies flew many successful daylight missions
and wrought heavy damage,

From the first of the year until the monsoon closed, heavy bombers
atbacked key tarzets in the Hangoon sector with some degree of regularity.
Seversl of the most frequently bombed objectives during this period were
directly connected with the program of rendering the city useless as a
port and storage arca for materials awaiting shipment to the interior,
Arong these were ships anchored at docks, the docks themselves, and ad-
Joining warchouses. 4s a part of the general plan for upsetting the
land transportation system the Central Iiailway Station, Mahlwagon round-
house and raill yards, and the rellway bridge over Pazundaung Creek were
given a generous showering of bombs. Destruction of Pazundaung bridge
would have delayed all rail traffic northward on the Mandalay line, but
the bombers were unsble to do .iore than make it unserviceable for short
periods. Damage to railway repair facilities and trackage at lahlwagon
yerds and the Central Station probably was more vexing to the Japanese.
Other heavily bombed targets prior to the monsoon were Syriam oil
refineries, Thilawa oil storage area, and the large alrdrome at b:ingaladon.zé

Rain and fog cut down the number of missions during the summer, but

in July weather permitied a flizht t.o bomb Syriam refineries, and in

SECHRITY i m‘m\‘i ION

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

RAFRH-17 . COCTIDE e 79

& & E L
e L

Cel o R -
September both the refineries and Sule Pagoda docks and storage area were

LN

bombed, ¥ith better weather in October, regular missions were resumed,

dust prior to the combined effort of the Tenth and Fourteenth Air Forces

’ and the RAF to give Rangoon a knockeout punch in late November and early
i ~= Decenber, Liberators visited the most important airfields where inter-

ceptors might be based, dropping heavy bomb loads on Mingaladon,
Zayatkwin, lingu, Aungban, and Yfinhla,27

During Lovexber plans were laid for the most significant series of
missions executed in the theater to that time., General Stratemeyer, eager
to promote closer cooperation between RAF =nd AAF, even while complete
integration of the Bengel Air Command and Tenth Air Force was pending,

- proposed to Air Chief Marshal Peirse that the two forces collaborate in

2 serdes of attacks contemplated to destroy completely the most vital
installations in the Rangoon vicinity., Thile this was & tacit admission
of the limited effectiveness of previous smallescale heavy-bomber opera-
tions, it was more significant because it marked the beginning of a geriod
in which collaboration of British and American umits became closer and
closer.28

Fossibly influenced by the danger of attacks on Calcutta and the
Assam line of communications by the fast-growing enemy air forece in
southern Burma, Peirse readily agreed to the proposal, and preliminary
planning began immediately, To accomplish the chief objectives~w
destruction of vital port and commnications facilities and eliminatlion

’ of a3 much eneny air strenzth as possible-~the strikes would reguire

maximum bomber strenzth. General Stratemeyer conveyed to General Chennault
an cutline of the plan and its objectives, asking that the air

echelon of the 302th Bombardment Group (H)Vye_pqggpgagi}y tgissferred to
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India to add weisght to the effort. Heavy bombers of the Fourteenth in
China at that time were hamstrung by shortaze of gas, and one outstand-
ing advantage of participation in the missions was that upon their

_‘ reburn to China the Liberators could augment their fuel supply by

=~ doubling as transports, Moreover, destruction of any considerable part
of Japanese air strength in Burma might relieve pressure on the air
ferry across northern Burms, where Japanese fishters were always a menace,
and forestall any impending air attacks on issam where stores for the

Fourteenth were being amassed.29

General Chennault agreed to lend the heavy group to implement the
plan, and after thorough discussions, the following conclusions were
20

reached:

1, Joint employment of the 7th and 308th Bombardment
Groups was operationally and logzistically sound.

2, The objective was vulnerable to the type of attack
planned, and warranted employment of all foreces
available,

3. Successful accomplishment of the missions would
contribute greatly to protection of the Assam line
of communications and AIC transport route.

It was agreed that operational procedure would be worked out by the
Bengal Command and Tenth Air Force from whose bases all aireraft would
operate. An officer entirely familiar with the operational plan would
go from the Tenth to China to acquaint General Chennault and the 308th
Group with detalls, returning to India with the flight echelon of the

Q 308th, Meanvhile final decision was being made on speeific targets to
be bombed, After giving close study to damage resulting from previcus
Q‘Qﬁ»’:&«f?mﬁ wrhﬁg%
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bombings, chief targets were ranked as follows in a ventative priority
1ist=31

(4) #Railway communmications which inelude
1, The Insein locomotive shops
2. The Botataunz wharves and railway depot
3. The Kemmendine station
4. Central Lailway Station
5. Hahiwagon marshalllng yards
6. Engine shed
(B) Rangoon Power Plant
(C) ‘barves and warehouses
1. Ahlone wharves
<+ Keigley Street wharves
3. Sule Pagoda docks
4. Botataung wharves
(D) Barracks
(E} Pazundaung foundry and MT depot
(F}) Four large dump areas; workshops; government dockyard
Most of these installations were interrelated, yet each had an
importance all its own. Only a limited number of potential targets could
be attacked in this series of missions; hence great care was given to
selection of those whose destruction would be most dsmaging to the enenmy,
A few, such as the Rangoon Power Flant, were of vital importance but had
to be eliminated from consideration becouse they would be too difficult
to hit, even in daylisht raids. Insein Locomotive Works stood out, how-
ever, as probably ihe most remwnerative tarzet in the reiion and eventually
was given top priority. Strafing and bombing along the rail lines had
done considerable damage to locomotives, placing a strain on workshops,
and Insein vas the only place in Burma having the necessary machinery
for heavy repairs to railway en.ines, Elimination of this single plant

therefore would supplement the continuing campaign ageinst rail transport

and would go far toward bringing rolling stock to a complete standstlll.
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Other possible ob;;ect‘.:.ves were ra.:.lﬁay stat.ions,marshalllng yards,
and wharves., Mahlwagon marshalling yards and engine shedswhere loco-
motives were likely to be concenirated were selected as a geod night
target, easily spotted because of its distinctive position between two
bends of the river. Railway stations were passed over because of
difficulty in hitting them and the minimum permanent damage which could
be wrought by destroying them. In the long run, destruction of loco—
motives and the only facilities for repairing them would be a far more
telling ‘blom32

The Tenth Air Force staff had always considered docks at Rangoon
lucrative targebs and its bombers had flown some successful missions
against them. Nevertheless attacks heretofore had been too light to do
more than superficial damage to the huge dock area along the river.
yith an opportunity to use larger numbers of bombers in a succession of
migsions it was decided that the first attackers would begin with the
westermmost wharves and each succeeding group would drop its bombs slightly
farther to the east, If all the missions planned were mounted and bomb-
ing accuracy was satisfactory, the entire water front could be seriously
crippled. Thus it was decided that Insein locomotive works, Mahlwagon
marshalling yards, and the wharves should receive a major portion of
the bomb ‘oonna.gev.3 3

All attacks by night were assigned to RAF Vellingtons and Liberators,
and AF missions were to be flown by day. Heratofore all American heavy
bombardment missions had been run without escort, but as this was an
outright challenge to the increasing Japanese air power in Burma it was

thought aavisable to provide escorts. The only Zmerican fighters outside

w
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of hssam were the P-38%s of the 459th Squadron, and preliminary plans

were laid with the assumption that no other fighters would be available,

At the last xmoment, however, the 530th Fighter-Bomber Squadron brought

. its P-51ts from Assam to aid the P-BS'S.BL'

. Onece arrangements wers concluded for using Fourteenth Air Force

aircraft the American bonber strength to be employed was set at two
B-2k groups, the 7th and 308th, and one B-25 squadron, the 490th. Uhen
the flight echelon of the 308th arrived, half of it went to Pandaveswar
and half to Panagarh. Thus at each base there were two squadrons from
the 7th Group and two from the 308th, enabling persomnel of the 7th to
aid the 308th in maintenance. IExtra trucks and jeeps were provided to
agsist in hauling supplies and personnel of the visiting group. Al«
though the bases were somewhai crowded the arrangement worked out guite

sa.t:‘ts:t‘ac-.torilar‘.3 5

Arrangements for the mediums and fighters were not so easy. Neither

had sufficient range %o mske the flight from their base at Kurmitola,
and forward staging fields were necessary. It was decided that the
mediuc squadron would stage at Chittagong, 485 miles from Kangoon, and
the fighters at Ramu, near Cox's Bazaar and 430 miles from Rangoons A
number of 750-gallon refueling trucks were sent to the staging areas to
service the aircraft.36 Fighters, of course, were equipped with belly
tanks,

. The operational plan adopted was as follows: Cn D-day, 25 November,
maximum strength of B-24 and B-25 aircraft of the ALF, escorted by the
fighters, was to attack in two waves. The 7th Group, fomming the first

wave, was to hit Insein locomotive shops; the 308th, the second wave,
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would boub fighter fields in hope of destroying aircraft on the grounde

Tt was believed that as there had never been two attacks on the same

day by whole bomber groups the second wave, if correctly timed, would

. catch fighters being reserviced on the ground after they had intercepted
. the first wave. That night maximum strength of RAF Liberators and

ellingtons would attack Mahlwagon marshalling yards, with AAF bonmbers
repeating the attack on the following day. Beginning with the night of
D plus one, the RAF and AAF would strike by night and day against the
wharves, beginning at Ahlone wharves and moving east on each successive
raid. TIf each dock were attacked once by day and once by nlght the
whole series of missions, including those on Insein and Mahlwagon, would
last six days and five nights., It was congidered likely, however, that

it would be necessary to divert part of the daylight effort against

airfields if results of the first attack were not adequate. Al approx-
imately D plus eight the AAF was to mine shipping lanes at Hangocn and
Moulmein, This operation would be undertaken as soon after the main
attacks as possible, but time would have to be allowed for smoke to clear,
Bxact timing of these mining missions would be governed by the moon phase
should they be undertaken at night.37
Wieather was entirely unfavorable on 25 November when the combined
operation was supposed to begin, but as the 308th would be in India for
only a short time it was believed best that the set schedule be followeda
. Bad luck set in from the take-off on the first mission when two B-24's
crashed, killing all on board, Vhen the heavies passed the point at
which they were to pick up their escort from Ramu, overcast prevented
the fighters from contacting the bomber formation, leaving it to proceed
o AT
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to the target alone. The primary 1_'.a’rge.t a;: Inéemr was completely closed
in by weather and tne first wave was unable to attack, The second wave
encountered the same conditions at their Mingaladon objective, and this
gecond major target also was abandoned. While circling to find an open-
ing through the overcast, however, one B-2/4 sustained a flsk hit which
later caused it to crash., On the return some of the bombers hit Akysb
and the airdromes at Zayatkwin and }inhla with indifferent or undetermined
results.38

The only part of the task assigned for the first day which was
accomplished was performed later by the 490th Scuadron escorted by P~5l's
of the 530th Squadron. Flying at lower altitude than the heavies, the
B-25's were able to bomb Minpaladon sirdrome with some success, Damage
was done to buildings and the revetment area and two aircraft were be-
lieved to have been destroyed on the ground. Enemy fighters rose to
intercept, aadi in the ensuing battle the P=51's claimed one enemy aireraft
destroyed and four probably destroyede Two P-51Ys were shot down and two
others damaged. Gunners on bthe Mitchells shot down one plane, damaged
two, and claimed three others as probables, the mediums escaping without
clmrmg,e..39

The result of the initial effort was extremely disappointing. Three
heavy bombers and two fighters were lost and the major target at Insein
was untouched, Nor wag the anticipated blow at enemy air power successful,
Furthermore, the element of surprise, heavily dt;pencled upon to cripple
enemy interception in succeeding missions, was gone; the general schedule

of missions was upset and plans had to be revised. The Japmiese were now
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well aware that two hea.vy graups were operata.ng from India and would be
on the alert for doubtle blows such as were planned for the first attack,
It was improbable thereafter that enemy fighters could be caught on the

. ground, and as they were alerted for attacks by larger formations than
usual they would probably offer more determined resistance to subsequent:
raids.

On 26 Hovember no flights were possible bacause of weather. uwith
two days gone and nothing accomplished, the planned schedule was throm
aside, and on the 27th AAF Liberators escorted by Lightnings, and "
Mitchells accompenied by Mustangs struck at Insein. Despite determined
interception by a large number of enemy fighbers just prior to the boab
run, results of the attack were excellent. In a subsacquent report General
Davidson estimated that at least 70 per cent of the buildings and instal-
lations of the locomotive works were t:les{'.a:'czgreo.'l.I‘A0 In the aerial flight

which developed from the interception, Japanese pilots pressed their

attacks home time after time, After the mission returned it was found

that four P-5l's, two P-38's, and three B-24's had been lost, One of

the Mustangs shot down was piloted by Col. Harry R. Melton, commander

of the 311th Group, who was seen to bail out and land in territory where

natives were generally friendly. One of the B-24's landed in water off

the coast and nine of the crew were rescued, Thirteen enemy fighters

were claimed destroyed, seven probably destroyed, and four others dama.ged.hl
. An attack on Botataung docks was set for the following day. The

escort of heavies flying at approximately 18,000 feet and mediums operat-

ing at about 9,000 feet was too great an undertaking for ihe few P38t's

and P~-51's available, ao on the 28th the me

L.

diums attacked Sagaing instead
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of flying with the heavies to Rangoon. Over their target the B-24ts

encountered far less resistance than on the preceding day and no American
gireraft were lost. Four interceptors were shot down and five more
claimed as probables, Heavy dsmage was done to the dock area and results
of the mission were considered very good.hz

The 29th and 30th of November were set aside for maintenance, but
cn 1 December the B-24's revisited Insein while the B-25's bombed
Myitnge bridge, which the Japanese had succeeded in repairing. All avail-
able fighters, now only 10 P-51's and 15 P-38's, were assigned as escoris
to Insein, Delayed in taking off from Kurmitola by heavy fog and unable
because of poor communications to warn the bombers, the P-5l's failed to
finish refueling at Ramu in time to make the rendezvous. The mission
went out Yﬁ.‘l?l_lr;} ’ghe 15 P=38t's to protect :l.'l'..h3

Japanese fighter strength in the Rangoon area apparently had been
at a low ebb on 28 Kovember but in the two intervening days they must
have brought in heavy reinforcements from neighboring regions. when the
bombers made their run from north to south in order to avoid heavy anti-
aireraft fire it ensbled the 60-eodd enemy fighters already aloft to make
head-on attacks out of the sun. The first assault was as devastating
as it was surprising., Enemy aircraft were in firing distance before
they were sighted, and they pressed their attacks with precision and
determination, concentrating on the formation leaders. The Tith Group,
forming the {irst wave, bore the brunt of the attack., On the first pass
the group leader, his left wingman, and a squadron leader were knocked
oub, Three planes pulled up to close the gaps in the formation and soon

afterward one of these three was lost,
¥
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group leader who was losing speed and altitude and thus they did not
complete the bomb run, The P-38's could give little direct assistance,
as they had their hands full with other enemy fighters still above the

. bomber fomation.l'k

- When planes of the 308th Group arrived and were ready to begin their
bomb run the atbacks were repested but by a slightly smaller numher of
sircraft. GSomebimes enemy fighters came in three sbreast, all concen-
trating on a single plane, AL other times they approached in a string,
each plane making & pass and pulling away to allow the next in line to
come in. The lead plane of the 308th was shot down on the firsi pass,
just before the bomb run, and the craft which took its place was badly
hit during the run. Attacks persisted after the bombs were away, enemy
pilots singling oub cripples; but the P-51's finally arrived in time to

offer some protection on the return, losing one ship in their short
pau't:i.c:'l.p::\t'.:‘l.<m.£LS

Bombing results of the costly mission were largely unobserved be-
cause of the continuing fighter attacks during the bamb run, bub the
bombing pattern was believed good, with considerable damage accomplisheds
American losses, however, were appallingly highw-aix B=24'g and oneP=51
destroyed and five B-24ts seriously damaged.hé'

The American phase of the operation came to & close on the afternoon
of 4 December when ALF bombers ran successful mining missions to Rangoon

. and Moulmein without encountering resistance or suffering losses. The

AAF missions on 25, 27, and 28 Novenber and 1 December resulted in the

loss of 12 B-24's, 8 P-51's, and 2 P-38's, while many obher aircraft of

various types were temporarily unusable because of damage sustalned.‘ﬂ
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Meanwhile RAF missions were fiown on the night of 28 Novexber
against Insein, and on the night of the 30th against Mingaladon and
Zayatkwin airdromes and the Langoon dock area. After thelast bombing
effort of the ALF on 1 December the RAF flew night missions on 2, 5,
and 6 December, striking at Bassein, Heho airdrome, and Moulmein. Its
forces on all these missions were relatively small and in all only 66
sorties were flown at the expense of three ',;fell:i.n,gbuns.h8

The many factors involved make it almost impossible to reach an
objective evaluation of these combined missicns. {ue to the limited
time the 308th Group was available the plan could not be flexible, and
when bad weather intervened, the alternatives were either to call the
whole operation off or try to carry it out in the face of undesirable
natural conditions. OCnce the element of surprise was taken away by an
abortive flight, each succeeding mission was more risky. It mmst bs
remembered, however, that on all previous missions the B-24's had flown
to Rangoon without escort, and perhaps had suffered thelr heaviest losses
from flak and not from enemy fighters. Hence it was not unreascnable to
expect that the small escort provided would be sufficient to minimize
losses from hostile aircraft,

The operation was an expensive one from the standpoint of total
number of planes lost, especially in & small air force where loss of
every plane was felt. Heckoned on & percentage basis, on the other hand,
the loss was less alarming, Eight P-51's lost in a series of some 60
sorties where interceptors were numercus and very determined, while
serious, was not unreasonably high. But the percentage of loss among
B-24's was even lower--12 in 205 sorties. Only on the mission of
1 December did heavy-bomber losses exceed 10 per. ?(_:9‘1\11;“ of thg gg__rjr::::cipants.
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It cannot be claimed that the objectives of the operation were
fully accomplished. 3Serious damage was done in the dock area but it
was not so adequately covered as to paralyze the water front. ZEnemy
‘ alrcraft losses were probably upwards of 50; but owing to arrival of
reinforcewents during the operatiocn, Japanese air strength was greater
at the finish than on the first day., Some damage was done to major
eneny airfields in southern Burma, Communications targets such as
lahlwagon marshailing yards were not attacked,
On the credit side of the ledger were the great destruction at
Insein and a very successful mining mission which affected Moulmein as
well as Hangoon. Photo intelligence as well as ground inteiligence
coming in later indicated that in the face of limited successes else-

where destruction at this point alone might have justified the whole

undertaking. Several vital parts of the locomotive works were complebely
obliterated and many others were so badly battered as to be utterly
useless. & Tenth Alr Foree photo intelligence report of 1 December
stated: 50
The functional capaeities of the Locomotive liork Shops have been
seriously and effectively checked. The complele destruction of
certain vital departments, le: Foundry, Wheel and ¥heel Cleaning
Shops, Cycle Shed, as well as extensive damage to the Millwright,
Electric, Boiler, Machine, Fitting, Erecting, vender, Carpenter
Shop and the Teol Room, makes it extremely doubtful whether this
works will be able to operate for a considerable time,
Less tangible results are not easy to assess, but the fact that RAE,
. Tenth Air Force, and Fourteenth Air Force units had participated in a
Joinbtly planned series of missions was a good omen for the theater,

British effort was smaller than was anticipated; it was planned that

--.—---y"&?"i.*'g; -f
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their night missions would be flown by approximately 10 Liberators and

25 yellingbons, but no more than 17 of their bombers were aloft ai one
time, and their total contribution was only 66 sorties, Their attacks,
. however, doubtless added greatly to the effectiveness of the whole

operation. Cooperation between the 7th and 308th Groups stationed at
the same Indian bases was above reproach. 51

Several important operational lessons were learned which would be
of value in planning for the future. Staging medium bombers from
Chittagong and fighters from Ramu was entirely feasible, but it was
believed that in subsecuent operations the fighters should arrive at

the staging fields the night before the mission, thus enabling them

to refuel in ample time to make rendezvous with the bomber formations.
Bobh P-38's and P=51's proved their value &s cscorts, but the P-51 with
greater belly-tank load per engine was betver for close support while
the P-38 was superior as high-altitude top cover. Gunners on fighters
and bombers were stale and needed additional training to sharpen their
accuracy, And, perhaps most significant of all, it was obvious that
fighter escorts would be required for all subsequent daylight missions
to B;a.rxgpon.s2
After this series of attacks Rangoon was left alone for a few weeks,
but meanwhile the potentislities of another target greatly increased.
Throughout the year intelligence agents had reported that the Japanese
. were expanding docking facilities at Bangkok and building 2 railway to
connect the port with the Ye-doulmein railway. In December it was
reported that the new rail line had been completed. Thus Bangkok became

increasingly important as a bombardment ob;ective in the Burma campaign.
‘” DS
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A year before, B-24's of the Indla Air Task Force had flown to this port
and dropped a few boubs, and in April another such misaion had been
attempted, This time most of the ships failed to reach the target, and
those which succeeded in dropping bombs failed to do any appreciable
damage.5 3

On the night of 19 December, 21 B-24J's of the Tth Croup tock off
{0 bomb the newly constructed dock area. One failed to reach the target
but shortly after midnight the remsining Liberators began to rain their
boubs on the water fronte Searchlights singled out some of the planes
as they went over, following them through their bomb runs and blinding
the crew members so that they could not assess the accuracy of their
bombardment; but £lek was ineffective and no interceptors appeared.

For more than an hour the various flights dumped their bombs, most of
waich were believed to have fallen within the assigned target area. In
all, 100 x 500mpound borbs were dropped, but mechanical failure of bomb
racks caused 10 incendisry clusters to be withheld. Although no fires
were reported, it was thought that substantial destruction had been
wrought.%'

On the night of 23 December a sacond attack was made on Bangkok,
this time with the railway teminal as the aiming point. Twenty-one
Iiberators took off but two aborted. The remaining 19 scattered
110 x 500-pounders upon the target, of which 59 were incendiaries. Upon
this occasion there was no doubt that the choseaz objective was badly
crippied. A1l squadrons sighted huge fires and one reporied heavy
explosions three minutes after the bomb run. Again flak was not effective
and the only two enemy a::.rcrai‘t sighted fa.iled to a.tt.ack.s 5

S Dsbutaicl Lk fos
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These two Bangkok missions did much to raise morale of the 7th Group

after its heavy losses at Rangoon. Two successful li~hour night missions
had been flown within 2 four-day span, with only three abortive sorties
. and without loss of a single ship. Obviously Bangkok was not as well
defended as Rangoon, but success of these night flights indicated that
the enemy would have to bring in night fighters or suffer many similar

bombardments.
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Chapter V
BOMBER OPIHATIONS IN CEVTRAL BURMA

. thile Tth Group heavy bombers in the south were engaging in the
first phase of breaking Japanese communications, B-25's of the 22d,
490th, and 491st Squadrons of the 341st Group were carrying ocut the
second phase of interdiction by breaking up internal communications
farther north and doing counter-air-forece work incidentally by striking
eneny airdromes whenever they were cccupied. Governed by limited range
of their aircraft, these squadrons concentrated on the Mandalay region
of central Bumma, operating in the general area between Thazi and
Eyitkyina.t

Nature was kinder to the pilots of these mediums than to fighter

pilots in Assam or to the heavy squadrons in the south, for even during
the summer monscon the dry area in middle Burma was not closed over by
the mists and fogs so characteristic during that season on the southern
coast and in northern Burma. Consequently their missions were less
frequently abortive and they could adhere rather closely to operational
plans. WNor did they eacounter objectives so well defended by antiair-
craft batteries and enewy interceptors as Rangoon, or so well concealed
as those in the northern arena.2
Nevertheless the 341lst CGroup had its share of operational problems.
. Objectives were widely scattered though lightly defended, and few were

large enough to allow areax boubing. As a result a very high degree of
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precision was required on practically every mission. Furthermore, when

an objective was of such proportions as to justify area attacks, the

nmedium force was too small to saturate the target in a single mission.3

. Two consecutive missions to the same place fregquently resulted in the

. same portion of the erea being twice blanketed while other parts remained
entirely untouched. Thus more precislon targets were created.

Yet nothing contributed more to the coperational difficulties or
caused more headaches among medium crews engaged in transport interdiction
than the necessity of paralyzing traffic by destruction of bridges. Try
as they might, the percentage of hits on these narrow targets remained
pitifully low. But if they were dirfficult to hit they were infinitely
more difficult to destroy. Ixperimentation on methods of approach,
altitude of bomb release, and bomb fuzing which continued throughout
1943 failed to produce a suitable method of attack until by sheer
accident a pilot of the 490th Squadron found the answer on 1 January 1944.
Until that time destruction of a bridge was more or less the result of

luck oh

On top of the technical problem involved in pin-pointing these tiny
targebs, crews were confronted with several ingenious devices which the
Japanese used to multiply the complexiblies of that type of operatione
In some instances amoke pots were inatalled so that the target could be
screened; if no natural barriers hindered minimm-altitude approach,
. heavy concentrations of antiairceraft were strategically placed; in some
instances where bridges spanned deep gorges cables were strung across

the gorges to stop approaches at or below bridge level, They shifted

Rt it .l
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flak posgitions frequently, ami when short of antiairerait guns, attempted

to outguess the bombers by concentrating them at whatever objective they

would be attacked next.5

‘ Jotwithstanding operational difficulties eacountered in its execu-
tion, the plan for camunications interdiction probably would have been
coupletely successful if the medium-bomber force had been of sufficient
strength to carry it out properly. Three types of internal transportation
were of enough importance to justify consideration--river, rail, and
motor. MNoreover, the central dry region contained control points of
nerthbound traffic over all three systems, ODestruction of river craft
by the 'British during their 1942 retreat, however, had been far more
extensive than destruction of railways, locomotives, and rolling stock,
and the volume of goods moving along waterways had dropped off considerably
during Japanese occupation. Since RAF aircraft had gone to great lengths
to destroy all types of river craft plying the Irrawaddy and Chindwin,
attacks on river traffic by American bombers were ini‘requent.é jthen other
targets were closed over, however, the mediums sometimes ran river sweeps,

attacking tugs, barges, and ferry boats. Once during the summer they

planted magnetic mines in the Irrawaddy from Mandalay to Pagan, but with

questionaple results. Lotor transport in general also provided few

targets appropriate for medium bombers. Consequently, efforts to inter-

fere with motor traffic most often tock the rom of bombing motor pools,
. strategically located highway.bridges, and cuts in highways where land-

slides might be caused. In a few instances motor convoys were bombed

7 .
znd strafed. % E“Eﬂ .
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Clearly the rail system from Rangoon to I.Eandalay and Iuyitky:ma was
the jugular vein of the Japanese armies in Burma, If rail movements
could be stopped or wven seriously impeded, Allled chances of eventually
driving the enemy from Burma would be greatly enhanced. This was one
of the principal aims of the medium squadrons in 1943.

The Burma rail nebt consisted of some 2,060 miles of meter-gauge,
single~track lines, extending from Ye on the Malay Ferinsula %o
Myitkyina on the upper Irrawaddy, and completely isolated from rail
systens of nelghboring countries. A line from Ye led through Thanbyuzyat,
western terminal of the Bangkok-ioulmein railway being built by the
Japanese, northward into oulwein., Broken by ferries over the Salween
River between Moulmein and Martaban and over the Sittang River farther
north, this line extended to Pegu where it joined the Hangoon-Mandalay
::‘z;.:i.lwza.y‘.8

From Rangoon a branch line moved norihwestward to Prome on the Irra-
waddy. At Letpadan a spur, served by a ferry across the Irrawaddy at
Henzads, extended to Bassein, and another short branch passed into Xyangin.
The line of chief importance, however, was that stretching north from
Rangoon to Pegu,where it was joined by the line from Ye and Moulmein,
thence northward along the Sittang Valley toward Mandalay. This backbone
of the eatire rail net of the counbry contimued from Mandalsy and
followed the upper Irrawaddy Valley to the extreme northern terminal at
Nyitkyina.

Lateral spurs branched off the Rangoon-landalay-Myitkyina line to

serve various parts of the central basin. North of Pegu, at Pyinmena,

LOnF by flal
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a track ran northwestward almosb to the Irramcidy, stopping at Kyaukpadaung,
not far fron the oil fields of Chauk and Yenangyaung, Farther to the north
on the main line was Thazi, most important junction between Pegu and Man-
dalay. Here one spur extended east to Shenyaung near the Shan capital
of Taungeyi, glving a rail outlet to the Shan States region and connect-
ing with trails from Thailand., ‘estward from Thazi a branch through
leiktila reached Xyingyan on the Irrawaddy and then rejoined the main
line at Paleik, thus in effect providing an alternate connection between
Thazi and Paleik. At the latter point all northbound traffic converged
on the single line into Mendalay.’ On this short run was located
Yyitnge bridge, destined to become one of the most famous targets in the
theater,
At Nyohaung yards in lfandalay all rolling stock was rerouted for
ultimate destinations.. One line of vital importance moved out northeast
to Lashio where supplies for the Japanese army on the Salween front were
processed and transshipped by motor conveyances, Along this branch were
three excellent targeis--Sedaw reversing station where the road circled,
crossed over, then tunnelled through the hills to lower ground beyond;
railysrds abt the industrial town of Haymyo; and Gokteik viaduct over
which the railway crossed an enormous gcrge.lo
A short track also ran from Mandalay northward to Madaya, a small
mining town, but the heaviest traffic flowed west and north toward Yeu
and Hyitkyina. dJust out of Mandalay this line crossed the Irrawaddy via
ferry, by-pagsing the disabled &va bridge, entered Sagaing and passed
thence & short distance into Ywataung., Here the line divided, one branch

winding west over the Mu R:wer to Yonywa on the Chindwin and nerthward to
' : Loy I8
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Yeu., The main line continued from Ywataung north through Shwebo to
Neba where a short spur joined it to Katha on the Irrawaddy. Beyond
Naba the line passed through Mogsung on a river of the same name, thence

. to Xyltkyina on the Irraweddy. Thus Sagaing and Ywataung were critical

- points for the entire system north of I.Eanda.lay-ll

Frequently touching chief waterways, the Sittang, Irrawaddy, and
Chindwin rivers, and winding throughout the central basin, the rallway
system provided a great variety of widely dispersed targets., But many
were out of range of the mediums, In the south Thanbyuzyat, Letpadan,
Henzada, Prome, Toungoo, and Pyinmana had to be left to the heavy bombers.
Tn extreme northern Burna railway targets were left to fighters operating
from Assam bases.12 In the operational circumference of B-25's Thazi,
leiktila, ¥yingyen, Faleik, and Myitnge bridge were likely targets south
of Mandalay. Ifandalay itself, of course, was the most vital spot of all
central Bumma, Sedaw, Maymyo, and Gokteik on the Lashio railway already
have been mentioned., X¥u River bridge and Honywa on the Yeu branch, and
Shwebo, Naba, Licgaung, and ¥yitkyina on the mein line wers worthy targets,
as was Katha, a rail temminal and river por'b.lB
Had a large force of the proper type of aircrafi been available,

interference with rail transporbtation in middle Burme would have been a
minor undertaking, but the Tenth Air Force had neither sufficient

strength nor the various types of aireraft needed for ihe operation,

. Instead, three undermanned B-25 squadrons were given the major role in
crippling as greatly as possible this sprawling network, and before the

end of the year this force was to be reduced to a single sguadron. In

order to save all posaihle. laglwotion-, be 3{mgt Group had to plan care-
«ﬁ?;@mw%;*%?&“ﬁ et
fully, LOVEIDE 1a)
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Blowing up bridges, ri;)ping out trackage, burning stations, block-
ing tunnel entrances, destroying workshops and roundhouses, and causing
landslides in deep cuts gave promise of favorable returns, and all were
tried with varying degrees of success. Bui ihe Japanese became amazingly
adept ai making repairs and unsnarling traffic. Hence it was uwltimately
recognized that these methods were achieving little in the way of per-
manent dswage, and that only by desiroying locomotives and rolling stock
could progressive and cumuiative dividends be realized. This was no
small undertaking, Approximately 113 locomotives and 9,602 rail cars
of all types were available to the enemy. They were practically irre-
placeable, however, and although it would take months to make appreciable
inroads into the supply, the mediums accepted this part of their assign-
ment with alacrity.u

So=called marshalling yards in Burma frequently were merely storage
areas for idle locomctives and rolling stock. It was here then that
chances of wiping out railway equipment, were best. Juxtaposition of
rail yards and warchouses gave frequent opportunities for double destruc-
tion; and if yards were clear of rolling stock the storage areas were
excellent alternate targets. At a few points docks adjoined switching
yards, agein making better the chances for material destruction. On
rare occasions bomb damage to bridges caused congestion of traffic and
made normally poor targets profitable ones.

Consequently, although the Mitchells of the 341st Group bombed
bridges, barracks, and other enemy installations, their heaviest and
most rewarding effort was against rail centers and storage arease
Guided by day-to-day information provided by reconnaissance pilots and
intelligence agents in Japanese-held territory, they attacked wherever
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cconcentrations of rolling stock were reported, Striking as near to
the source of supply as range permitted, they bombed Thazi no less than
22 times from late March to 1 October, the missions totaling 179 sorties.
. Against Kayaukse, Myingyan, Fyawbwe, and leiktila, also south of ilandalay,
they flew more than 175 sorties during the year. Over & dozen missions
of approximately 100 sorties attacked Mandalay ‘itself, but &s antiair-
craft there was perheps the heaviest in ceniral Burma, it was believed
more desirable to strike other objectives in the immediate vicinity.
Cn the Lashio road Sedaw reversing station and Maymyo were atbacked
seven and 15 times respectively.lé
Beyond Handalay the Mitchells gave Sagaing and Ywataung rail yards
the most severe treatment of all, Some 240 planes in 23 missions showered
their explosives on the tracks over which were moving heavy shipments to
the northern battle area, Farther up, Monywa on the Yeu branch suffered
five attacks, while on the main line Kanbalu, Naba, and Shwebo were hit
hard and often. Dozens of other points along the tracks also were

17

blasted, some as alternates when assigned targets were closed over,

Interspersed with these heavier attacks the Mitchells occasionally
strafed trains, cranes, other repair eguipment, and repair crews, When
newer model B-251s eguipped with 75-mn, guns appeared late in the year
they were sometimes used to knock out strategically located antiaircraft
emplacements. Any locomotive caughd oubside defended areas was subjected

. to strafings.m

For many months the Japaness proved a worthy foe in the transporta-
tion contest; repairs were prompt and thorough. But as attacks became
more frequent and devastating, reconstruction lagged. Burned-out rolling
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stock, wrecked locomotives, and boab-pitted sidings remained untouched
for long periods while workers made feverish efforts to keep main lines
open. As the tide slowly turned against him the enemy became more wary
.. and depended more heavily upon guile. Camouflage acd dispersal became

his guiding principles, Locomotives were disguised as box cars and
placed in the middle of trains; cars on;idings were uncoupled and well
spaced; revetments were constructed to protect locomotives when not in
use; massing rolling stock was avoided whenever possible; trains rarely
made runs during daylight hours.l9

Against these precsutions medium-bomber missions became less fruit-
ful, but efficiency of the railways also diminished. Accumlated coumbat
mission and photo-reconnaissance reports telling of explosions, riddled
locomotives, burned warehouses, and wrecked rolling stock indicated that
heavy damage was being done; now enemy reaction showed that they were
beginning to feel the pinch.

The effect of the imminent transfer of two medium squadrons to

China late in the year was partially offset when Liberators of the 7th

Group began to run a few saturation missions to central Burma, The
arrival of the 459th Fighter Squadron equipped with P-38 Lightnings was
encouraging, and when they were based at Kurmitola to operate with the
490th Squadron the outlook was still brighter, but removal of the 22d
and 49lst Scuadrons caused a letdown during November and December.
Meanwhile the bridge phsse of the plan to break enemy communications

. had failed to keep pace with destruction of rail centers. Recognizing
the fact that the program of destroying locomotives and rolling stock
would not aifect operat:.ons %Vt_geﬁgf%ug% fax;gis in northern Burma for
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some months, the 3L41st as a more :.mediéfe measure adopted the policy

of trying to keep certain vital railroad bridges unserviceable, there-
by at least delaying delivery of materiel to the north. Although there

. were in Burma nearly 100 bridges of a lengith of 200 feet or mors,

. selection of those to be attacked was made comparatively easy by cir-
cumstanco.zl Pazundaung and Sinthe were out of range, and Sittang, also
out of range, was still not completely rebuilt. Ava also was still in
a state of disrepair., In the Myitkyina area several important bridges
were within range of fighter-bombers from Assam, where the crews had
developed their own effective methods for bridge destruction.

Myitnge, Gokteik, Mu, Meza, and Myittha railwsy bridges were the
logical targets which, if destroyed, would cause maximum embarrassment
to enemy rail movements., These, with the Shweli highwey bridge on the
road from Bhamo into China, became the chief targets for the Mitchells
in 19&-3.23 Indeed, if all could have been knocked out simultaneously,
the volume of supplies moved to northern Burma and to the Salween front
would have been reduced materially, but destroying cne st a time would

create only a major inconvenience.

From the outset the B-25 pilots in their bridge attacks encountered
almost insurmountable obstacles which only long experience through trial
and error finally removed, Primarily the difficuliy lay in their in-
sbility to score direct hits on these small targets from ordinary alti-

. tudes, Near misses did comparatively little harm to sturdily built
structures; and even whea bomwbsrdiers lald their missiles directly upon

the targets, resultant damage was sometimes so scant that repair crews

é‘\::‘f’;n,_;;:'; :;, ;:5:‘ .3 f,‘f_,:i :_. I’j__i‘fi ‘i ”;:?
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could reopen the bridge to traffic in a few hours.zl’ The entire bridge
program in 1943 then was a process of experimenting, studying results,
and attempting to develop suitable tactlcs. Not until 1944 did the long,
arducus task produce results commensurate with the effort exerted.

The story of the bridge campaign in Burma during 1943 closely
parallels the story of atitacks on one bridge--Myitnge. Located just south
of ¥andalay this four-span, truss-type, steel structure bore all rail
traffic from the south into that city. The demoralizing effect ite
destruction would have was obvious; and aside from Hangoon, it becamse
the most bombed target in Burma. On 10 January the bridge was reported
tdestroyed," but later reconnaissance showed that while damaged and un-
serviceable it was far from irreparable, and in early February B.25's
and B-24's colloborated in a series of missions designed to place it be-
yond repair. On 4 February six mediums from a height of 6,000 to 6,500
feet and seven heavies from 14,500 feet accomplished nothing more than
slight damage to the south approach. The following day six more B-25
sorties at 12,000 feet failed to smash the bridge. Heavy bombers on
6 and 12 February had no better luck, on the latter occasion claiming 23
hits in the target area but doing the structure no harm. The attacks
continued on 14, 15, and 23 February, and on the latter date B-24's battered
the roadbed and tracks on the scuth approach.25

Fron 8 to 18 March the 34lst Grour ran six missions of 53 sorties,
releasing bombs at altitudesvarying from 11,000 to 16,000 feet without
doing visible damage to the bridge. Cn 19 lMarch, however, eight B-25's
scored at least four direct hits, readering it unserviceable, This,

however, did not deter the bombers .in theix- effoyis to destroy the
IS I - jﬁ;aw;wﬂ%ﬁ% |
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structure completely. Heavies of the 7th Group attacked in full strength
on 2/, ¥arch but made no hits, The same day two B=17's, idle in India
since the preceding summer, were pressed into service. Flying over
. the target at 50 feet, they dropped four 1,000-pounders without e:l'i‘e(:i‘..26
Throughout April, ¥ay, and June the attacks continued, mediumas
scoring four hits on 17 April and two on 15 June. On 3 July the scuthern-
most of the four spans was knocked from the concrete plers into the
riverbed, but regular attacks continued until 23 August when B-25's
knocked out one of the two center spans and heavily damaged two cther
spans. No further attacks were carried cub until 1 December when B-25's
of the 490th were diverted from the Rangoon raids tc attack the newly
repaired structure. Two direct hits sericusly damaged the northernmost
span and again the bridge was made unusable, ITwo more attacks in
December indicated, however, that regardless of its temporary useless-
ness the bridge remained high on the target priority list. Yet on
1 January 1944 the bridge was fully repaired.27
This 1943 Myitnge campaign left the basic problems of bridge de-

struction still unsolved. Successful B-25 missions had been accauplished

from altitudes ranging from 6,200 feet to 13,500 feet, with wvarying
formations, aiming points, and angles of approach; but unsuccessful
missions still far outnumbered the successful, clearly indicating that
the best possible attack technique had not yet been <:I:i.scovered..a8

. Cumujative statistics on this target indicate the failure of bridge
bombardment from medium and high altitudes. In 39 missions of 337 sorties
B-24's and B-25's dropped 1,219 bombs (542.8 tons), registering 18 hits

on the bridge--an accuracy score of little more than 1.5 per cent. The
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record of the B-25's, however, was far better than that of the B-24's,
for the latter scored only one hit in 81 sorties while B«25's made 17
hits in 254 sorties.29
. Antiaireraft was regularly encountered over Myitnge but was rela-
tively ineffective., Two B-24's were shot down and two others damaged,
but no B~25's were lost and opnly elght were damaged. Enemy alrcraft
encountered on three occasions did no damage to any of the bombers.
On the other hand the constant showering of explosives had not wrought
any permanent damage to the target. All piers were still intact at the
end of the year, and as loag as they stood, repairs were relatively
simple, Hence the only material value of the campaign lay in the fact
that for approximately eight months of the year use of the bridge was
denied the Japanese.:jo
Gokteilc viaduct, freguentiy referred to as the engineering marvel
of Burma, was probably the second most important bridge target of the

Tenth Air Force. Built by American engineers from 1900 to 3901, this

structure across a gorge 2,260 feet wide was mounted upon latticed steel
piers rising 320 feet from a natural bridge which spanned a asmall stream
550 feet below., Thus the over-all height of the bridge platform from
the bottom of the gorge was 870 feet, On the north side the railway
entered a tunnel only a short distance frou the end of the bridge.Bl
Reconstruction of this span or unblocking the tunnel entrance would

. present major engineering problems which might induce the Japanese to
abandon the rail line stretching beyond. This line was doubly important,
for besides carrying supplies from Mandalay to Lashlo for the Saiween
army, on the return it hauled from Bawdwin mines and Namtu smelters

lead and zinc, critical items in Japanese war ec:cmomy.32
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Upon reported destruction of Lyitnge bridge early in .'!.91;3, American
strategists made plans for dealing ocut similar treatament to Gokteik.
Because of the problem of reconstructicn after the war the British at
first were reluctant to grant permission to bomb this objective; bhut
when it was pointed out that the enemy undoubtedly would destroy it
before they withdrew from Burma, they finally consented.33 On 20 Feb-
ruary mediums failed to score. Four B-25 missions of 42 sorties and
cne B-24 mission of 14 sorties during Merch were equally ineffectual.sh
After a letup of mors than a month, 18 Mitchells on 30 April
claimed minor damage at the north end. No attacks took place during
the summer months, bub on 7, 8, and 10 Seplember the mediums again ran
missions against the viaduet. On 7 September three hits at the base
and two or three near misses on one pier did minor damage but left the
viaduet and approaches intact, Five hits at the base on the 8th and
direct hits on approaches on the 10th further damaged the structure
but still did not make it unusable. Lloss of two squadrons t.o‘ the
Fourteenth so curtailed activities of the mediums during the remasining
months of 1943 that no further attacks were made on Gokteik, Like Mylinge,
this structurs was intact at the end of the year.35
On the Xandalay-diyitkyina line the Meza railway bridge, just south
of Naba, was another important target over which Japanese reinforcements
poured into northern Burma, This 700-foot, three-span, truss-type
bridge with five short spproach spans at each end, was mounted on
concrete and brick masonry abutments. It was attacked less frequently
but more successfully than either Myitnge or Gokteik, The first 1943
attack was by nine B-25's on 13 June when one hii did minor damage,
No further assaul'bs were made until October when it was subjected to
Ty, — m;ﬂ;f‘sszw ks W 14
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five separate attacks., Cn ‘10 October seven E-éh's in javelin formation
at 8,000 feet made five hits with 1,000-pounders, destroying three
eastern approach spans and dropping one end of a main span into the
river. While repairs were still in progress Mitchells attacked on 20,
23, and 31 October, straddling but missing the bridge on two occasions,
yot doing serious damage to approaches. The bridge was unserviceable,
and no subseguent attacks took place during the remainder of the year.36
On 12 December, Mylttha bridge, not attacked heretofore, was given
a saturabion bombardment by 22 Mitchells and 13 Liberators. This four-
span, 240=foob structure had been adjudged by Intelligence as one of
the most important targets in Purma because of the volume of Japanese
goods then flowing northward through that area, Five hits were clasimed
for the day, bubt later photo reconnaissance brought the sad news that
the only damage was to the approach spans. Flak damaged one B-2l on
this mission, but enemy interceplors encountered did the bombers ne
ham.37
The only highway bridge of encugh importance to attract the attention
of boubers during 1943 was Shwell, 250-foot suspenaion-type structure
70 feet high, on the motor road leading from Bhame inte China. Shweli
presented peculisr difficulties to the bombers, since direct hits on
the platform would do no more than slight damage, and the cables were
8o securely anchored in huge concrete blocks as to make it almost
impessible to dislodge them., The towers over which the cables were
strung were the most vulnerable parts, but making direct, hits upon them
wag more than the bombardiers could accomplish. Attacks by heavy bombers

on 31 April and 4 July, and by mediums on 24 June were completely
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unsuccessful. ~ On 19 July B-25!'s damaged approaches, and on 1 hugust,
in the last atiack of the year eight B=25's hit the eastern approach,
slightly damaging the cable anchorages and pylons but leaving the
. bridge serviceable.BB

On the Yeu branch railway a bridge of four 100-foot steel-girder,
deck-type spans crossed the lu River betwesen Ywataung and Monywa., This
was the one important bridge which was exclusively a B-25 target. On
7 April the mediums scored two direct hits and on 9 July registered two
more, each attack temporarily knocking the bridge out. On 29 July two
more flights attacked. The first reported heavy damage to the two
eastern spanss the second reported the bridgs ndestroyed," with the east
span dropped and submerged in the river. By 22 September, howsver, the

structure was again in use and raids on that date and on 22 Cctober

failed to do any damage. These ended the 1943 assault on this particular

target.39

A survey of attacks made on the six major bridge targets in central

Burma during the year shows how expensive the operation was, and also

how ineffective, Against these bridges, Myitnge, Gokteik, Shwell, Meza,
Mu, and Myittha, 696 sorties were run from 4 February through 31 December,
During these missions 2,398 bombs ranging from 300 pounds to a ton, but
mostly 500- and 1,000-pounders, were dropped. They totaled almost 1,100
tons and represented approximately 17 per cent of the bonb tonnage which
. fell on Burma during the pericd. Of the 2,398 bombs only 34 struck bridges,
making accuracy less ihan l.5 per cent. Actually, of the 1,100 tons of

bembs only 17 tons were effectively placed, and with the exception of

Myitnge, none of the bridges was rendered useless for exbended periodse
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Jeanwhile fighter-bombers from Assam had developed a dive-boubing

technique which enabled them to amass an accuracy record of 7 percent
on similar targe‘bs.ho

Although the record of the mediums wes by no means good it was
much better than that of the heaviest whose accuracy was less than 1
per cent, Damage assesament also indicates that the B-25 attacks were
41

more effective, But as the end of the year approached, morale among
pillots and crews of the Hitchells was at a low ebb., Damage to bridges
was being repaired rapidly or by-passes were being built, and they had
been unable actually to destroy a single bridge. The 450th Squadron's
crews, left with the major responsibility for destruction of bridge
targets after the transfer to China of the 22d and 491st Squadrons,
began to look with dread upon this part of their assignment. Under-
standing their frame of mind, the squadren commander, Lt. Col, Robert
D. McCarten, called his men together to discuss the problem and stated:
"Wetre going %o learn how to knock out bridges if it's the last thing
we do." After that for hours each day the 490th practiced by aiming
dunmy bombs at targets marked out on a near-by rice paddy. When they
were not actually flying missions or running practice flights, they were
studying the structures they were scheduled to attack, trying to deter-
mine vulnerable spots where hits would do the most serious damage,
They worked on angles of approach, bomb fuzing, and methods of bomb
release, and then tried their theories in combat missions,

Having read of the success of skip bombing in the Southwest Pacifie,
they tried it against bridges, hoping to knoeck out foundations. They

found, however, that the bombs generally either ricocheted off their
ReREWPI S
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course, skipped clear over the t.argat., or slid. unger to explode on the
other side. They tried dive bopbing in imitation of the technique
developed by Colonel Barr, but found that the B~25 was not built for
the necessary steep dive and quick pull oubk. Attacks fram treetop
level did not give enocugh time for bombs to become vertical before
hittings they hit on their sides and skidded off, frequently failing to
explode, To make them become vertical more quickly the men tried spikes
in the noses of the bombs, air brakes on their fins, and even parachutes,
These variations helped but were obviously not the final answer.w
Combat experience had shown conclusively that upan these narrow
targets the percentage of hits to be expected from medium and high
altitudes was enbirely too small. Tt was estimated that on a biridge
15 feet wide and 800 feet long only one hit out of 750 boubs could
reasonably be expected, and if the bridge were only 200 feet long the
probability of hits was reduced to one out of 2,850, This obvicusly
pointed toward minimum-altitude attacks, making the key problem that
of righting the bombs before they struck-M
Most of the bridges were so constructed that only a direct hit with
a properly fuzed general-purpose bomb could inflict appreciable damage.
If the delay in detonation was too long, the missile would pass through
the superstructure to exploae harmlessly in the wabter beneath. In case
of Gokbteik and other high bridges, the height above river or valley
floor further reduced the effectiveness of improperly fuzed direet hits
unless they chanced to explode in ¢lose proximity to s pier. Instan-
taneocusly fuped bombs could be used from medium or high altitudes, but

the most vulnersble parts of the structure could not be effectively h1t.h5
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Since minmmm-altltude a.t.tacks seemed to offer the best solution,
properly delsyed fuzes and protection against ground fire were problems
to be investipgated. Danger to low=flying planes made it mandatory that

. detonation be delayed until the craft could clear the aiming point safely.

Surprise, if it could be attained, would be an important factor in
lessening hazard from ground fire. Since surprise was not alweys possible,
however, strafing of antiaircraft positions in the last moments before the
bombers caite over the targest was a suiiable alternative. Late in the
year the L59th Fighter Squadron, ecuipped with P-38tg, was stationed at
Kurnitola with the 490th to fly missions with it, The problem of straf-
ing was worked out satisfactorily, some P-38's flying top cover while
others attended to the AL positions. when B-25's with 75~mme. cannons

arrived they were used frequently to blast particularly troublesome gun
L6

emplacemnents,
The most important problem, finding proper method of bomb release,
finally was solved by sheer accident., On 1 January 194L the target for
the L90th was the Xu River bridge, last attacked in October, Roaring in
at treetop level, }aj. Robert A, Irdin, pilot of the lead Mitchell, saw
a large tree looming up before him, He gunned upward to avoid hitting
it and by the time he had returned to the predetermined attack level he
was already on the target., Cursing the tree that spoiled the approach,
he dumped his bombs. Looking back to see how badly they had missed, the
. crew saw two of the spans topple into the river. The shallow dive just
before bomb release at low altitude had sent the bombs earthward at an

angle which prevented them from skipping or failing to go off on impact.w
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Further tests provei:l‘ this €0 ‘bﬁ "é&%éﬁi&%he technique the 490th had
sought so long. Refinements were added and men learned to alm through
the machine-gun reflector sight. Noreover it was found that even near
mi.sses from this type of release did considerably more damage than bombs
released from higher altitudes, T¢ prove that they had at last learned
the art of bridge destruction, the 490th returned to Hyittha }:ridge on
23 January. In company with the Liberators of the 7th Group on 12 December
they had literally biow away the soil for hundreds of feet sbout the
bridge with more than 70 tons of boubs, but without doing appreciable
damage to the bridge itself, This time, however, they wiped out the
humilistion of their previous failure by destroying the bridge super-
structure and knocking out two all-important piers while using only six
tons of 45::nrplo:siversx..h8

But this bombing technioue for "bridge work" which was later to
earn for the 490th many commendations as well as the title "lental
School," came too late to alter the rather dismal story of bridge attacks
in 1943. Vany tons of fuel and _e:golosives had been expended with meager
returns, bub experiences in continuation of the campaign in 1944 would
reveal whether or not these many apparently frultless missions had been
entirely in vain.

In summary, the Lransportation interdiction program in central Burma
had not succeeded by the end of 1943. Goods and equipment still moved
into northern Bumma, although on a reduced seale; the Burma railway
system was still usable, 0(n the other hand the caupaign was not a
complete failure, Some locomotives and rolling stock had been Eleatroyed,

warehouses full of goorisburned railway yards damaged, and certain key
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bridges closed for varying periods, But the real measure of success
achieved was scarcely discernible to the flyers. Upset train schedules,
delays caused by damage to bridges and trackage, loss of supplies, and

. the necessity of employing so much equipment and so many laborers in
repair work, all affected the enemy war effort. Hepaired bridges could
not longer bear normal loads, and rebuilt locomotives and rolling stock
were not up to standard., Possibly, if considered as a campaign of
attrition, it could be called successful, for the enemy was at least
beginning to feel the effects of regular bombings., But as preparation
for an all-out ground attack to reconquer Burma it was a failure,

In the main, lack of success could be attributed to the amall
scale on which the project wag carrled out and to the absence of long-
range fighters or fighter-bombers to supplement the work of the mediums,
Heavy bombers of the 7th Group added some weight to the effort, but

their strikes against bridges wers largely wasted, and other B-24

missions to central Burma were too infrequent tc have much effect., In
the latter weeks of the campaign, reduction of the medium-bomber force
to a single sguadron was a serious blow,

Plans for the bridge phase of rail interdiction might be criticized
on the basis that attacks were not concentrated, For instance, destruc-
tion of several bridges on a relatively short stretch of railway and
baniring out of trackage in between would have multiplied the difficullies

. of repair posed by knocking out at long intervals several widely dis-
persed bridges. Knocking out a single bridge merely led to substitution

of some sort of ferry or to the building of a by-pass while the bridge
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was under repair.h‘? Yeb in view of the difficulties of hitting even the

larger bridges, this criticism becomes less valid, Ultimate assessment

seems to indicate that it was simply a case of too great an undertaking
. for the force employed.
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Chapter I
. 1. See AAF Historical Studies: No. 12, Tenth Air Force, 1942.

2. CCS 38, 1L Feb, 1942,
3. Ibid.

Lo ALAFRH-4. See also Teath Air Force, 1942; History Eastern Air
Command, 1942-1944, p. 17. .

5- AAFRH"IG, P 28.

6. Ibid.
7. Ibid.
3, VNemo, Haynes to Arnold, 10th AF Evaluations, Dec. 1942-Dec. 1943,
9. Ibid.
10. Ibid.
11, JIbid.
12, John I, Christian, Modern Burma, p. 6; Impact, Nov. 1943, pp. 8-9.

13. Alr Forces Genersl Information Bulletin (AFGIB), #10 (March 1943),
Pe 34

14, Christian, Modern Burma.

15. George S. Banta and Cleveland W. Stauffer, The Climate of Burma,
. 1-2.

16. Ipid. See also ATGIB, Harch 1914-3’ PPe 810,
17. AFGIB, #11 (April-ay 1943), Ds 5.
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Figures obtained from Statistical Control, Headouarters, AAF,

Memo of Agreement between General Arnold and Air Chief Harshal
Portal, 21 June 1942,

¥emo for Handy from Stratemeyer, 2/ March 19433 CM-IN-13843,
26 larch 1943, Stilwell to Arnold, unnumbered,

Figures from Statistical Control.
Ibid.

See Tenth Air Force, 1942,

Prospects for full-scale use of the port of Calcutia probably in-
tluenced the viar Department to change the port of embarkation for
India from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast of the United States,
On 1 May 1943 the shift was made from Charleston to San Francisco,
with Los &ngeles as subport. CH-CUT-4303, 10 April 1943, Somervell
to vheeler, #2479,

lemo for Hoosevelt from Mershall, 25 Nov. 1942; memo for Marshsll
from Roosevelt, 25 Nov, 1942; memo for Roosevelt from Marshall,
21 Feb. 1943; ltr., Chiang Kai-shek to Roosevelt, 7 Feb., 1943,

Ibid.

For further details of events leading to the activation see AAFRH-4.
See AAFRH-9, Chap. IX,

AMFRH-b, ppe 10-1k.

For example, during August the 25th Fighter Squadron had flights at
Sockerating, Sadiya, and Jorhat; and the 26th Fighter Squadron was

dispersed at Dinjan, Mokalbari, and Iilibari. ‘ieskly Status and
Operations Report, Auge. 1943,

History, imerican Lir Base Command No. 13 Historical Data, Chronology
of the Bvelution of the 5320th Air Defense Wing (Prov.).

Radg., Bissell to Stilwell, 14 June 1943; radg., Bissell to Haynes,
14 June 1943; radg., Haynes to Bissell, 16 June 1943, See also
Historieal Data, Chronology of the Evolution of the 5320th Air
Defense .ing (Prov.).
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18,
19.
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23.

25,

26.
27.

29

Arnold to Stratemeyer, #3823,
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ST s .
Ibid.s direective regarding responsibilities in Assam Ares, Stilwell
to Bissell, 13 July 1943; directive, Bissell to Haynes, 12 June
1943,

Historical Data, Chronology of the Evolutlon of the 5320th Air
Defense «ing (Frove)e

Ibid.; 1ltr., Bissell to Haynes, 17 June 1943.

History of the United States Army iir Forces, India-Burma Sector,
China~Burma-India Tneaber, [ cited as History USAAF IBS CBI] p. 1ll.

Ibid., pe 13.

Ibid,, pe 12, The subject of appointing a genior air officer to
the theater had been raised by General Stilwell some time before.
It was not felt at the time, however, that it would be wise to
place anyone else over (General Chennault in China. Later when
General Stilwell asked for a second in command and an air adviser,
General Stratemeyer was considered for both positions. Ceneral
Stilwell wanted Ceneral Stratemeyer as zir adviser but thought he
needed another man for second in command. Q-QUT-2373, 27 March
1943, ¥arshall to Stilwell, unnumbered; CM-OUT-8778, 21 June 1943,
Arnold to 3bilwell, #2851; CV-IN-14682, 23 June 1943, Stilwell to
Arnold, #Ammisca 5713 CH=-INe14719, 23 June 1943, Stilwell to Marshall,
unnumbered; Ci-OUT-10613, 25 June 1943, Marshall to Stilwell, #2882;
CM~IN-16328, 26 June 1943, Stilwell to Marshall, #591.

General Stratemeyer felt somewhat cramped because of the presence of
several air organizations over which he had no operational control,

end asked the liar Department to give him command of the India-China

wuing of ATC. This was not favorably considered, Ltr., Stratemeyer

to Brig. Gen. Byron E. Gates, 9 Nove 1943,

GO #21, Rear Echelon USAF, 20 fug. 1943; CM-IN-16358, 21 Aug. 1943,
Stilwell to Harshall, uannumbered.

Ibid,

Kemo for (G, Rear Echelon, USAF CBI, from Col, Charles B, Stone III,
C/S AAF IBS CBI 3 Sep. 1943; ltr., Arnold to Stratemeyer, Z8 Aug.
19435 GCS, AL1lth Meeting, 18 Aug. 1943,

History USAAF 1IB3 (Bl.

GO #1, Ho AAF IBS CBI, 23 Aug. 1943,

History USAAF IBS CEX.

TAG to CG ALF IBS GBI, 28 Sep. 19443 CG-QUT-10038, 25 Nov. 1943,
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32.
33.
3k,
35.
36,

37.
38,
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40.
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42,
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General 3tilwell expressed regret at losing General Bissell, whom

he considered "loyal and efficient, good soldier, and a man of

high character,” He added: "Regrettable that he must go for the
reasons involved." General Marshall assured him that General
Bissell would be given a good assigament in Washingbon, CM-OUT-7186,
17 July 1943, Marshall to Stilwell, #3024; CM-OUT-7951, 20 July 1943,
Marshall to Stilwell, #303L; W-IN-16520, 23 July 1943, Stilwell

to Marshall, # Ammdel 4G 1026,

&t Guadrant the new theater was defined geographically as follows:
The eastern boundary was to run from the point where Burma, Indo-
China, and Thailand meet, southward along the eastern boundary of
Thailand and Malaya to Singapore. From Singapore it extendsd
southward to the north coast of Swnatra, thence around the east
coast of Sumatra (excluding Sundra Strait) to a point on the
Sumatran coast at longitude 104 degrees east. Thence it exbended
south to latitude 8 degrees south--thence southeastwardly toward
Onsiow, Australia, and, on reaching longitude 11C degrees east,
due soubh along that meridian., The northern boundary, beginning
at the junction of Burma, Indo-China, and Thailand followed the
northern and western boundary of Burma to the coast, thence along
the coast of India and Persia to meridian 60 degrees east. From
there it went southward along the meridian to Albatross Island,
thence southeastward to exclude Fodriguez Island, and thence due
southward. G035 308/3, 21 Augz. 1943.

Ltr,, Arnold to Stratemeyer, 28 Aupg. 1%43.

Ltr., Arnold to Stilwell, 28 Aug. 1943.

CH~-TI-20727, 30 Sep. 1943, Stilwell to Arnold, #775.
Ltre, sSrnold to Chenmault, 28 fug. 1943,

Lemo for CG Hear HEchelon USAF GBI, from Col. Charles B, Stone III,

Ibid.
Copy of plan in History US,AF IES CBI.
Yewe for Air Commander, SEAC from Stratemeyer, 26 Oct. 1943.
Copy of record of the meeting in History USAAF IBS C3I.
‘emo for Jedemeyer from Stretemeyer, 30 Oct. 1943,
Copy of memo in Hiztory USAAF IBS CBIL.
CC5,111th Ieeting, 12 Aug. 1943,
e
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BAFRH-17, Uotew, Chap, IX
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Ik CU-TN-15125, 25 Cct. 1943, Somervell to Marshall, #2810 KM 2683
L5. Ltr., Stratemeyer to Arnold, 29 Nov, 1943.
Lés Yemo for Arnold from Kuter, 1 Dec. 1943,

. 47. Ltr., Arnold to Lountbatten, 3 Dec. 1943.
48. History USAAF IBS CBI.

49. Historical Data, Chronology of the Evolution of the 5320th Air
Defense iing {Prov,), note 18,

50s Memo for Stratemeyer from Stone, 13 Dec. 1943.
51. GO #1, Ha SAC, 15 Dec, 1943.

52. 1bid,

53. Ibid.
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Chapter III
1. ASAFRH-h.
2. History 5lst Fighter Group; History of 80th Fighter Group.

3.
ke

S

6
7.
8e
9e

10.
11,
iz,

i3.

15.
16,
17.

Tenth Air Force, 1942, p. 23.

Form 34's, pagsim. Accounts of operations in this and following
chapters are based on Daily Intelligence Summaries, Daily Tactical
keports, Form 34's, and unit histories., Vhere accounts vary,
Form 34 has been accepbed as the most authoritative source.

2ir Dropping in Northern Burma, pp. 1-3; Air Transport Operations
¢n the Burma Front, pp. 7-8; Eeport on KC-8 Incident; address by
Geaeral vavidson, 1l April 1945, pe 2. All in AFSHO files.

Ibido, PDe 2=3a

Feport on KG-8 Incident, in AFSHO files,

Tenth Air Force, 1942, pe 77e

Address by General Davidsen, 11 April 1945, p. 43 see alsc 3«2
Information Bulletins, 7 Sep. 1942-31 Sep. 19433 Form 34's for
25th and 26th Somadrons of 5lst Group give complete record of
patrols for first months of 1943.

S=2 Information Bulletins, 7 Sep. 1942-31 Sep. 1943.

Daily Tactical Eeports; S-2 Information Bulletins; Form 34.
MFRH""{" P. 28'

Report on Fort Hertz by Lt. Col, Emile Z. Berman, 20 July 1943,
in AFSHO files.

Ibid,
Ibid,
Ibid,

Report on KC-8 Incident,
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18. S-2 Information Bulletins; Form 34.

19. 8-2 Information Bulletins; Air Force, Oct. 1943, pp. 5, 55; GO #43,
Hg 10th 4F, 23 Kay 1943.

- 20, &5-2 Information Bulletins; Form 34; Aerial Operations File; Daily
. Tactical iteport. A1l in AFSHO files.

21, Impact, Nov. 1943, p. 12.
22, 8=-2 Information Bulletins,
<3« History Tenth Air Force Headguarters, 1 Jan, 194331 lay 1943.

24. Form 343 S~-2 Information Bulletins; Daily Tactical Report; Aerial
QOperations File,

25. History Tenth Air Force, Sep. 1943; Himtory USAAF IBS CBI.

26, History 80th Fighter Group; History 51st Fighter Group; Form 34,
27. 1Ibid.

28, Ibid,

29. Ibid.

30. "OPTI Section (Plans) Projects AF Units, Rangoon Operation" in AFSHO
files; Form 34.

31, Daily Tactical Keport; Form 34
32. Heport by Lt. Col. Samuel T, Moore, former executive officer, TCC EAC,
33, Form 34,
3hk. Verbal information from Historica:r Division, ATC.
35. The 311th Fighter-Boumber Group which was assigned ground cooperation
operations had to withdraw aircraft to eniarge the pstrols carried
out by the &0th Group, Form 34,
364 HAerial Operations File.
. 37. Form 34
38s Aerial Operations File,
39. 1bid,
k0. Air Attacks on Bridges, #.ith Special Referencs to OEeratmns in
Burma Air Forces Manual #323 Form 31;. BSsTens ;
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41, Intelligence Summaries,

ALFRH-)Y, lictes, Chup, IIT

42, 5-2 Information Bulletins.
] 43, Form 34,
. Lk, Ibid.
. 45. Aerial Operations File,
46, Ibide

47. Ibid.
lls [ ] Ibid.

49. Ibide

e Ibide
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Ché.pter

1. Memo for General Bissell from Col, Harold B. Wright, A-2, 10Oth AF,
20 Harch 1943, in Aerial Operations File.

2, Administrative History of the AAF in India and the Eastern Air
Command, Southeast Asia, 12 Feb. 1942-3L1 May 1945.

3. Ibide

4, Iater in 1943 when the Japanese began serious work on the oil fields
at Chauk and Yenangyaung a series of bombin~ missions were run
against those targets.

5. Lt. (Jeg.) Julius S. Impellizeri, USNR mine planter specialist, was
obtained from the ¥iddle East during the autumn of 1942, and was
attached to Tenth Air Force Headquarters.

6. "First Night ¥ission to Xine Rangoon Eiver,! prepared by Haj.
Geoffrey He Jorman, A-2 IATF. See also Project: Law. Both in AFSHO
files.

7. See sources in n. 6O,

8. ZIbid.

9. Ibid.

10, Ibid,
11, Ibid.; Form 34.

12, Memo for General Bissell from Col., Harold B. dJvight, A-2 10th AF,
20 March 1943,

13. Report #4, AAF CBL Evaluation Board, 15 Dec. 194l.

1. Ibid.

15. Form 34; Intellirence Summaries; Daily Tactical Heport.

16, TForm 343 Report #h, ALF CBI Ivaluation Board, 15 Dec. 1944.

17. Torm 3bL; memt; for GG 10th AF from A-3 Operations, 13 Larch 1943.

18, Fora 3k. -
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LATRH-LT , Wobuzs, Chap, IV

19. Ibid.

20. Ibide; Adr Attacks on Bridges,

21, S5See sources in n. 203 Impact, July 1943, ppe 46-47.

22, Report #4, AAF CBL Hvaluation Board, 15 Dec. 1944.

23, Ibid.

4. 1lbid.; Form 3k,

25« The B-24's with front turreh vwere a distinet disappointment in
early operations, snd over Rangoon on Ll December they suffered
heavy losses from frontal attacks, Inexperience in handling the
new turrets was given as a possible explanation of the losses,

26. Daily Tactical Heport; Intelligence Summary; Form 34,

27. Ibid.

28, ™OI'TI Section (Plans) Projects AF Units, Hangoon Operations" [OPTI],
in AFSHO files, This file contains complete record of planning,
execution, and evaluation of the series of missions. Also see
report on operation prepared by Capt. Samuel S. Whitt, Assistant
A=2 10th AF.

29. Ibid.

30, Ibid,.

3l. Ibide.

32. Ibid,

33. ;P_i_-_d_o; Form 3he

34 OPTI; Fomm 343 History of 530th Fighter Bomber Squadron.

35, BSee sources in ne. 4.

36. Ibid,

37« Ibid.

38. Ibid.
39. Ibid.

40+ Ibide; Impact, Feb, 1915-1!-, PPo 12-13.
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Fopm 3L; OPTI. The crew was rescued by some of Col. (arl Eifler's
men who made a 900-mile sea voyage in a launch to effect the rescue.

Form 343 OPII.

Ibid,

Ibid,

Ibid.; Form 34,

See sources in n. 45,
Ibid,

Ibid,

Ibid,

10th Air Force Evaluation, Dec, 1942-1943.
OPFTI.

Ibid,

Form 3k,

Ibid.
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Chapter V

1. These squadrons were based at Chakulia and Ondal until a base was
prepared at Kurmitola., In May the 490th Squadron moved to Kurmitola
. and could operate from that point without using a staging field,
The 22d and 491lst Souadrons, however, continued to operate from
Chakulia with forward staging areas.

2, Banta and Stauffer, Climate of Burma, See also Chaps I, this study.

3, The 34lst Group had never operated together at full strength, as
the 11lth Sguadron was in China when the group was activated. The
three squadrons in India generally were below normal strength.

he Air Attacks on Bridges. Prior to March 1943 the mediums had oniy
two Norden bomb sights and the D8 sights being used were congidered
valueless. Ltr., Haynes to Bissell, 31 March 1943.

5, Informational Intelligence Summary, 30 Auge 1943, p. 10,

6, There was little coordination between RAF and AAF at this time and
the American scuadrons seemed to turn to river targets only when
other targets were closed in. Form 3.,

7. Ibid.

8. FReport to Commitiee of Operations Analysts by Sudbcommittee on Far
Pastern Railways, 28 Dec. 1943,

9. Air Objective Folders of Tenth Air Force; memo for General Bissell
from Col. Jasper N. Bell, A-3 Operations, 10th AF, 22 April 1943.

10, Ibide

11, JIbid.

12, See Chap. III.

13, 10th AF Estimate of the Situation, 30 Jan. 1943.

14. Report to Committee of Operations Analysts by Subcommittee on Far
Bastern Railways, 28 Dee, 1943,

. 15, Native agents under command of an American, Col. Carl Zifler,
frequently joined Japarese native labor crews znd were thus able to
provide much valuable intelligence. Regular reports on roiling
stock movement aided immeasurably in the campaign against rail
transportation. e e
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Form 3h.
Thid,
Ibide

"Erployment of Heavy Bombers in tine Far East," in FAC Bonber
Operationse

The two squadrons did not move to China till late December, but

they were alerted for the move some weeks earlier and ran practically
no combat missions thereafter, Form 3k,

"Index to Burma Bridges," prepared by 10th AF,

See Chap, III.

Air Attacks on Bridges.

Ibid.

Ibide; Form 34; memo for CG 10th AF from A~3 Operations, 13 March
1943,

Air Attacks on Bridges; Form 34. The B-17's were being repaired in
preparation for moving them to another theater as they were conw
sidered of no use in CBI becauwse of limited range,

Air Attacks on Bridges; Form 3L.

Ibida

Ibide; Impact, July 1943, pp. 46-49; ibid., Nov. 1943, pp. 10-il.

Air ittacks on Bridgess Form 3L.

John Leroy Christian, llodern Bumma, p. 129; Report to Committee of
Operationg Analysts by Subcommitiee cn Far Fastern Railways, 28 Dec,
1943

Thida

Hadg., Bissell to S5tilwell, 15 Feb, 1943, Aquila F503A; radg.,
Stilwell to Bissell, 15 Feb. 1943, Ammram 20; memo for Bissell from
Air Hg India, 14 Feb. 1943,

Form 34; Lir attacks on Bridges,

Ibid.; Impact, July 1943, ppe L6-L7.

Form 3h; Lir sttacks on Bridgess { (). 1 ")1 |

SEOURTY .!E’J“*'w’} iﬂi‘i

-hl

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




' 2 Py by
SAFRH-17, Uotes, Chap. ¥ e U T 130

e
38.

39

. 4O

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid,
Ibide

Yank, 10 Feb. 1945, ppe 4=b; History 490th Squedron; Impact,
Tarch 1944, pp. 28-29,

Ibid,

Air Attacks on Eridges.

Ibid,

Ibid.

Yank, 10 Feb, 1945, pp. 4-6; History 490th Squadron; Ympact,
Yarch 1944, pp. 28-29; Heport on Bridge Busting, prepared by
490th Souadroa.

Air ASttacks on Bridees; Form 3k.

Later reports by the Zvaluation Board called attention to this
weakness in planning.
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the Intelligence library, and other files of the several AAF

Headquarters! offices.

331

e
RS SR A N T Y PRPE O

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AAFRH=-17

A

A-36, 39, 54~55

AC/S to Air Adviser, Administra-
tion, 22

AC/S to Air Adviser, Plans,
Operations, Training, and
Intelligence, 22

A-Mark V mine, 69

Adjutant General, The, 21

Agra, 12

Ahlone wharves, 81, 84

Air Command, South East Asia,
3k=35
Commnander, 29
Deputy Commander, 29

Aixr Forces Training Comd,
(Karachi), 22

Alr Service Comd., 12, 17,
2., 23, 29

Air Transport Comd,, 21-22, 29,
31, 34, 41

Akyab, 4, 85

Albatross I., 120 (n 31)

dlexander, Col, E. H., 10

Allahabad, 12

Amsrican Air Comnand No, 1, 52

American Volunteer Group, 10

Andaman Sea, 66-57, 76

Anti-Smugeling Detachment, 18

Arakan Youas, 7=-9

Argatala, 4

Army Airways Communications
System, 18

Am01d, Gene He Ho, 25"‘26, 34

Arnold-Portal agreement, 10

Assam, 5, 12, 14-17, 19, 36,
40=51,, 80, 83, 99, 103, 110

Assan American Air Base Command
(ALABC) (Lmerican Air Command
No. 1), 17, 35, 40

Assam=-Burna~China Ferry, 52

Aungban, 79

Ava bridge, 98, 103

B

B-17, 10, 75, 105, 129 (n 26)

B-?JJ., 55’ 66, 68"69, 73"77, 83"87!
89, 92, 104-08, 1l4, 126 (n 25)a
See also Liberator,

B-24D, 78

B=24J, 78, 92

8-25, 17, lls"h-g, 62, 7‘&9 83: 85’
87, 95, 99, 101, 103-07, 109-12,
See also Mitchell,

B-29, 3334

"B=li0," 4550

Baldwin, Air Marshal Johm, 35,
37'383 63

Bangalore, 13

Bangkok, 65, 70-71, 91=93

Bangkok-liculmein railway, 97

Barr, Col. Js E., 49-50, 111

Bassein, 74, 89, 97

Bawdwin mines, 106

Bengal, 52, 54, 70
Bay of, 7, 70

Bengsl Air Commsnd, 34-35, 38,
63, 7980

Bhawo, 5, 4%, 63, 103, 108

Bissell, Maj. Gen, C. Lo, l, 15’
17: 2324, 52, 120 (l’l. 30)

Boatner, Brig. Gen. He L., 58

Botataung wharves & railway depot,
8l, 86

Brahmaputra Valley, 41

Brereton, Maje Gen. Le He, 1

British GHQ, 23

British "V" Force, [T-48

Burma Road, 5-5, 17, 75

G

C~46, 13, 55
C-47, 13, 55, 62
C-87, 48, 55
Cairo, 33
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Calcutta, 13, 19, 22, 34, 36,
68, 79, 1i8 (n 7)

Casablanca Conference, 13

Central Rallway Station, 78, 81

Ceylon, 68

Chabua, 12, 14, 19, 56

Chakulia, &, 12, 128 (n 1)

Charleston, S. C,., 128 (n 7)

Chauk, 78, 98, 125 (n 4)

Ghennault, Maje Genie Go Loy 3,
11, 13, 23, 26, 80, 119 (n 21)

Chiang Kai-shek, 13, 21, 23, 26,
32

Chief of Staff to Air Adviser, 22
Deputy, 22

Chief of Staff of Chinese Army,
24

China Air Task Force (CATF), 3,
5~7, 1013, 17, 40

China«Burma~-India Air Forces
Training Unit, 22
Hq., 21

China-Burma-India Air Service
Comd., 22, See also Air Service
Comd,
qu & Hq- Sq.’ 21"‘22

China National Alrways Commission
(GNAC), 17-18, 55

Chindwin River, 8, 96, 98-99

Chinese Air Force, 25

Chittagong, 83, 91

Chungking, 17, 19

f‘l&rk, 1Lt. Cols J. So, Jr., 22

Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS),
34

Combs, Col., Cecil, 18, 52

Commanding General, USAAF, 31

Commanding General, USAF CPI,
See Stilwell,

Cox*s Bazaar, 83

D

Dw8 bomb sight, 128 (n 4)

Davidson, Brig. Gen. He Ce, 23,
35, 37-38, 52, 86

"Dental School,® 113

DeWitt, Cols ¥W. F., 22
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E

11th Bomb Sq. (¥), 5, 11, 128 (n 3)

80th Fighter Gpe, 39-40, 52-55, 59,
6Ly 123 {n 35)

88th Fighter SQ., 53

89th Fighter Sge, 53

Eaztern Air Comd, (EAC), 35, 37-39,
3

Eastern Fleet (Royal Navy), Commander-
in-Chief,

Egan, Gola do FQ, IPO, 63

Eiflerz Gil. Carl, 58, 127 (n 41),

n 15)
Elephant Paint, 70
Erdin, Maje Re A, 112

F

Jth Corps, British Eastern Army, 5

Mth AiI' FOI‘GB, 3, 6, lll‘"15, 18-20,
25, 30, 32, 40, 79, 107

XIV Aixr Service Comd., 21

§1lat Fighter Gp., 4-5, 10-12, 15-16,
18, 38, LO~4l, 46, L8=-49, 52, 57,
59, 63

51“ Service Gpo’ 12, 63

S54th Service Sge., 13

zl'36th Bomb Sq., 11

L59th Fighter Sq., 54, 60, 83, 102,
112

490th Bomb Sqe, 11, 83, 85, 94~95
102, 105, 110, 112-13, 128 (n 1)

491st Boub Sge, 11, 9k, 102, 110,
128 (n 1)

4924 Bomb S5¢e, 11

4934 Bomb Sg., 11

528th Bomb $q., 54

529th Bomb Sde, 54

530th Fighter-Bomber Sqe., 54, 61,
83, 85

5320th Air Defense Wing (Prov.),
35-36, 63

Ferris, General, 27

Fort Hertz, 3, 5, 7, 42, hh”hs kB,
5657

Forward Zchelon headguarters (CBI),
19

Dinjan, 5, 12, :U!-’ 17"'18, ui-’ AR 'T],.i
6263, 113 (n 13) O

Douglas transport, 55 — A ™

e -

 SECURITY 4 TFORMATION
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
.

AAFRH-17 W—— L 134

SUGEvie 1T S

G

Garrod, Air Marshal, 31

Gaya, 4, 12

Generalissimo, See Chiang

Ghurkas, 46

Gokteik viaduct, 75, 98-99,
103, 106=07, 109, 111

H

Haddon, Brig. Gen. Julian, 21

Haynes, Brig, Gen. C, V., 3-4,
ll’ 17-18, 52

Heho airdrome, 89

Henzada, T4, 97, 99

Higgs, Col. Je HI’ 22

Himalayan range, 7

Hindustan Aircraft, Lid., 13

Hkalak Ga, 47-48

Hukawng Valley, 46, 57

Hump flying, 5,40

I

Impelizeri, Lts (Joge)} Julius S.,
125 (n 5)
India, Govt. of, 23
India Air Task Force (IATF),
34y 11-12, 17, 22, 65, 92
India-Burma Sector, 2L, 29, 39
India~China Wing of A:Lr Transport
Conmand (ICHATC), 10, 17, 19,
21-22, 119 (n 22}
Indo-china., 120 (n 31)
Insein, 81, 83-87, 29-90
Insein Locomotive Vjorks, 81, 90
Irrawaddy River, 8, 74, 96-99
Irrawaddy Vslley, 97

Java, 1
Jorhat, 118 (n 13)
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K

Kachin levies, 3, 45~46, 60

Kajitu, 62

Kamaing, 59

Kanbalu, 75, 101

Karachi, 12, 52

Karachi American Air Base Comd.,
1z, 21

Katha, L4k, 99

Kayaukse, 101

KC"B’ 47_“8

Keigley Street wharves, 81

Kenmendine station, 81

Kunming, 3, 11, 13"111-, 19

Kurmitola, 54, 83, 102, 112,
128 (n 1)

Kuter, Brig. Gen. L. S 33-34

Kyangin, 97

Kyaukpadaung, 98

L

Lashio, 3, 5, 75, 98, 101, 106
raiilway, 99

Ledo, 5, 46

Ledo hoad, 6, 19, L6, 5h, 57

Letpadan, T4, 97, 99

Liberator, 68-69, 72-75, 77, 79,
82, 86, 91-92, 102, 108, 113,
See also B-Zla..

Lilibari, 118 (n 13)

Loilaw, 50, 59

Los Angelas, Galif., 1.18 (n7)

Iuedecke, Col, A. P., 22

3

HCCBJ"ben, Lt' GOlo Rl D., 3-10

M

Nadaya, 98
Mahlwagon, 75, 81—82 84~90
Maingkwan, 57
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Malaya, 7, 120 (n 31)

Malay Peninsula, 76, 97

Msnagement Control for Air Adviser,
22
Deputy Chief, 23

mdalay, h‘s, 7‘*‘753 9"—, 96"‘98,
101, 104, 106-07

Mark XITI mines, 73

Karshall, Gen. G. C., 30, 120 {(n 30)

Martaban, Gulf of, 70, 97
Maymyo, 5, 98«99, 101
Meiktila, 98-99, 101

Melton, Col, He R., 86
Mergui, 65

Meza bridge, 75, 103, 107, 109
Mingaladon, 68, 70, 77-79, 85,

Minzu, 79
Mitchell a/c, 4, 75, 86-87, 100-01,
103, 107-08, 110, 112, See also
4 B‘25'
lﬁogaung, 5, Ii-é"‘lv'?, ll-9"'50, 59, 99
Mogaung River, 99
Mokalbari, 118 (n 13)
Monywa, 5, Th=T75, 98-99, 101, 109
Mmgl%ﬂlein, 65, TL, 73~Th, 8L, 88-89,
Mountbatten, Lord Louls, 24«26,
2934, 36
Mu River, 98, 103, 109, 112
bridge, 99, 112
Mustang, 86. See also P-5l.
¥yingyan, 75, 98-99, 101
Myitkyina, 3, 5, 46-47, 50-51,
56’ 59’ 75; 914-’ 97"99, 103, 107
Mviggge, 76, 87, 9899, 103-07,
1

Myittha railway bridge, 75, 103,
108-09, 113
Xyohaung, 98

N

9th Bomb Sqge, 11

90th Fighter 5g., 53
Naba, 5, 75, 99, 101, 107
Naga Hills, 7, 15, 41
Namkwin, 50, 59
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Namti, 50, 106

New Delhi, 19, 23, 36

Norden bomb sight, 128 (n 4)

Northwest African Air Forces,
36, 38

0

Old, Brig. Gen. %. D., 35, 52,
56, 63

Ondal, &, 12, 128 (n 1)

Onslow, Austraiia, 120 (n 31)

P

F-38, 54, 78, 83, 86-88, 91, 102-12
P“'EI—O, 5’ 10; ll-lj 118"51, 5#, 63
P“!J-OE, M, 5“

P-!#m, 51"

P-40N, 39, 52, 54, 63

P~43, 10

P=4T, 52

P‘gi’ 39, 5’-!-, 61, 78, 833 85"39,

P=51A, 5i

Pagan, 96

Pagoda Point, 70

Paleik, 98-99

Panagarh, 83

Pandaveswar, 4, 12, 83

Patkai, 7

Pazundeung, 81

Pazundaung Creek bridge, Th~=75,
78, 103

Pegu, 97-98

Peirae, Air Chief Marshal Sir .
Richard, 29, 33-34, 36, 79

Peraia, 120 (n 31)

Philippines, 1

Photographic Reconnaissance Force,

37
Pinbaw, 50-51
Portal, Air Chief Marshal, 30
Project LOW, 67-68
Prome, T4, 97, 99
PT-17, 4k, 48
Pyawowe, 74, 101
Pyinmana, T4, 97, 99
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Q

Quadrant Conference, 24, 29,
120 (n 31)
Quebeec, 24, 32

R

Remgarh, 19, 46

Rema, 83-84, 87, 91

Rangoon, 2, 4-5, 27, 55, 61,
65-68’ 70, 73"'75, 77, 81’
83~84, 87=69, 91, 93~9%4,
97, 104, 126 (n 25)

Rangoon-Mandalay railway, 97

Rangoon Power Plant, 81

Rangoon River, 67, 69, 71-75

Rear Echelon headquarters (CEL),
19, 23

Rodriguez I., 120 (n 31)

Royal Air Force, 28, 32, 34,
36“383 67: 69: 79, 128 (n 6)
Air Hq., 23

Royal Navy Intelligence, 71

8

2d Troop Carrier Sg., 18

7th Bomb Gp. (H), &4, 10-11, 77,
80, 83, 87, 91-94, 102, 105,
11314

lé6th Fighter Sq., 11

7hth Fighter Sq., 11

75th Fighter Sq., 11

679th Air Varning Co,, 18

Sadiya, 118 (n 13)

Sagaing, 75, 86, 98, 101

Saigon, 65

Salween front, 3, 5, 103, 106

Jalween River, 66, 97

Sanders, colt H. L-, llg

San Francisco, Calif., 118 (n 7)

Schneider, Lt, Cols Fe Re, 22-23

Sedaw, 98-99, 101

Services of Supply, 19, 23

Sextant Conference, 33-34

Shan States, 7-8, 98

Shenyaung, 98

Shwebo, 99, 101

Shweld highway bridge, 75, 103,
108-09

Singapore, 1, 65, 120 (n 31)

Sinthe bridge, 75, 103

Sittang River bridge, 65-66, 71,
97, 99

Slim, Lt. Gen. W. J., 37

Sookerating, 12, &4, 118 (n 13)

Southeast Asia Command (SEAC),
%-25, 2729, 31=32, 34, 39,

Spaatz, Lt. Gen, Carl, 36

Somervell, Lt. Gen. B. B., 32

Stilwell, Lt. Gen. Jo W., 17,
19-22, 2i4~26, 30, 32-33, 58, 119-20

Stone, Brig. Gen. Chas. B., 111,
22, 27

Strategic Air Force, 37, 39

Stratemeyer, Maj. Gene, G. B,
20-23, 25, 27-33, 35-38, 52,
63, 79, 119 (n 21-22)

Streeter, Col, Es Pe, 22

Sule Pagoda, 79, 81

Sumatra, 120 (n 31)

Sumprabum, 5, 46-47, 51-52, 55, 57
Strait of, 120 (n 31)

Supreme Allied Commander, 29, 31,
34, 72, See also Mountbatten.
Deputy, 24, 26, See also

Stilwell.
Surgeon to Air Adviser, 22
Syriam, 78

T

3d Aixr Depot Gp., 12

3d Tactical Air Force, EAC, 63

10th AAC Sq., 22

10th Air Force, 2, 6, 10, 15-16,
20, 2223, 25, 28, 30, 3435,
iga 40, 67, 71, 79-80, 82, 99,

Chief of Staff, 52
Hae, 125 (n 5)
Inteliigence Sec., 67
X Air Service Comd., 21
10th Weather Sq., 22
22d Boxb 3g., 11, 9%k, 102, 110,
128 (n 1)
22d Statistieal Control Unit, 22
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23d Fighter Gps, 10«11

25th Fighter Sg., 11-12, 40, L,
46, 51, 53, 118 (n 13)
46, 51, 53, 118 (n 135

305th Service Gp., 12
o 308th Bowb Gpe (H), 79-80, &3-S,
88-89, 91

311th Fighter-Bomber Gp., 39,
54~55, 59, 6k, 86, 123 (n 35)

341st Bomb Gpe. (¥), 4, 10-11, 15,
39, 52, 94, 99-100, 103-04,
128 (n 3)

Tactieal Air Force, 37, 39

Taro, 55, 57

Taunggyi, 98

Tavoy, 65

Thailand, 7, 98, 120 (n 31)

Thanbyuzyat, 7h, 97, 99

Thazi, 5, 7L, 98, 98-99, 101

Thilawa, 78

Toungoo, 74, 99

Troop Carrier Comd., 37, 63

Tsawlaw, 57

TWILIGHT, 30~3L

W

Weather Service, 18

Wedemeyer, Gen. A. C., 26

Wellington a/c, 82, 84, 89, 91

Williams, Air Vice-ifarshal T, M,,
37

Wingate, Brige Oy Cuy 3

fold, Col. Torgils, 52

X, Z

Yamethin, 74

Ie, 71&, 97

Ye-Moulmein railway, 91

Yenangyaung, 74, 98, 125 (n 4)
. Yeu, 7i=75, 98=99, 101, 109

Yunnanyi, 3

Ywataung, 74, 9899, 101,109

Zayatkwin, 79, 85, 89
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