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POREVWORD

This monograph is the fourth in a series on air action in the
Southwest Facific writben by Maje Richard L, Watson, Jr. The history
immediately preceding this one is titled The rifth Alr Force in the
Huon Peninsula Campaign, January to Uctober 1943 943 (iAFWH-13), and the
two earlier ones were Army Air Action in th the _Fhilippines and Nether-
landg East Indies, 1041-1042 (AAFRE~11), with accompanying summary of
operation, and AAF Eistorical Studies: No, 17, Air Actien in the Fapu
Campaizn, 2l July 1942 to 23 Jamuary 1943, Another early study, AAF
Historical Studies: No. 9, Lhe AAF in sustralia to the Swmer of 1942,
also furnishes background, while current opera.tions are narraved in
AAF Historical Studies: No. 43, The Fifth Air Force in the Conguest of
the Bismarck Archipelago, November 1943 to Harch 1944.

The Huon feninsule, on the northeastern coast of New Guinea, is a
cape directly across the strait from the southwest end of New Britain,
Although by October 1943 the Allies had captured Finschhafen and had
outflanked enemy positions in the lladang area, at either extremity of
the peninsula, it was still necessary to exmel the Japanese from sirong
positions along the coast, particularly at Zaidor, in order to implement
the northward drive back through the rhilippines, In the present study,
the over-all plans asre outlined, the problems of service and supply are
described, and the air offensives against Habaul and in aid to the land-
ings on New Britain and at Saldor are recounted,

Like other Air Historical Office studies, this history is subject
to revision, and additional information or suggested corrections will
be welcomed.
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eowmndeors 1ere odven o wllitary obicotive, they vers liteuwless iiven ocsrew
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tlonnl cowmtrol over <lr umils ~lloited to thmt teg's. Ufflelslly 211 eombet

nite vere 1glimed to elther ton Tlonter fy Ther s ' T edumtndge ~ctuslly,
novever, Grnerrl Jonrmeyr - erented fhreo orconirotions movn ro pir task
force- which tere & glpred 0 weralt o 1o ter fleribllit~ of overctions ¢ g
the forirrd prepe roved Toriher svory rrev €.t Willened Torera  Altaoush ko
Fir~t adr seelt lorver Brd Leon oato lick~2 in 1l reh 1245 the - r Denrrirent,
Teeling thr € the YiFth Mdr “ore 149 Teeoodr: too~henvy vita ke deunrters
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Cormnmd, ol tho 399 7nlin: sensrsls of LIOFVOT and the Tishter oo bLosber
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Br Yetoter 1507 the Tifth Lir Zorves, vith o toted of b, oLt offlcers, 17D
werrept oftricer:, 207 {1liit of'ficers, and 49,875 enlicsted OR, VS anvRoT e
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s v baner po-ent  roums, the veiorrm ST ramd SO0th rne the T90th.  The lost
Tows, o loge thin six monthe of ovexritleonr, bed Tlevm some of the lorcest

Leswv Torwrr ~dceicns of $hu ner ovor the ootherlends ¢ ot Irciesa wlikowh

on 9 Celnter there vere 101 E=24's rnd 70 3-17's op mrmi, the muior in
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33 B-24's and 16 B-17's ready for combats the 90th Group had 453 and the
380th, a week later, no more than 20 B-Eg's.ll In medium bombers, the Fifth
Ahir Force had three sroups, the 224, 38th, snd 345bh, In addition, however,
three squadrons of the 3d Bombardrent Group (1) were equinped with the locally
modified B-25CL's and Dl's armed with eight forward-firing .50-cal. machine
suns, #.5 in the case of bheavy bombers, there was a large discrepancy bebween
the medium and the light bombers on hand and those ready for combat, On 9 Qetober
th;are vere 157 B-25C1's and Dl's, 54 B-25G's, 42 B-25C's and D's, 61 A-20A's
and G's, and perhaps 25 B=26's in the theater. But the 224 Group, a veteran
B-26 organizetion, was undergoing trznsition to B-25's after almost elght
ronths of inaction, and only one squadron, the 19th with 17 aireraft ready
for combat, was still flying B-26%s, The remainder of the group had 31 B-25C's
and D's in comuission, bubt was fiyine principally weather reconnaissance missions.
The 38th Group too was by no measns an :deguately equipped combat orpanizabion,
Two of its squadrons, the 7lst and 405th, had 33 B-25C1's and DL's ready for
combat; but by 9 October the other two squacrons, the 822d and the £23d, had
Just begun to receive thelr alreraft, the 75—, cannon-ecuipped B-25G, and
their crews were in training and would not enbter combat for snother weels,
Of the medium groups, the 345th had arrived most recently and had 63 B-25Cl's
and D1's in commission. The veteran 3d Group, on the other hand, was less
well equionad, with 42 strafers in three scuadrons and 11 A-20's in the fourth
ready for comba‘b.l2

The need for a strong foree of long-range fighters was grest in g
theater with meny widely scattered wases where the requirements for bonber and
transoort escort nere slmost continuous. Although there was 4 total of aboud

600 fighters in the SHouthwest Pacific on § October, only 187 of these vere

P-38's; there were still 117 of the relstively unsatlsfantorv P—B { %?1
Tw’r*" o .- ‘ 1 ‘
M’q\_‘—w——w—-—- I l

W
o e oot eInbidaTink.
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tion vefore sultir- Cenmernd lenrpylc 10 ctor For » Tifth oir “orce Tiyhter.
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recir Ter comtmts the 2%k Figater Jroun vith 55 e=200s, 25 F-20-'g, sud 10
negoried F=78%n; the Figh Crows vith 1b ¥=U8Tp rnd 47 F~Z0Ng ax. ¢ 's; the
0%k vith 79 FwdTe ~nd 10 Perglo; 4kc 725th - 1%h 22 E~27Yz; pnd the <%0th
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Thirteenth /3ir forec krd 16 FeZ@Vlg mnd 1 FPead in cosvdenion on Veodlork

Iglamd; th~ Bth Fhoto Saavivon Brd 3 Tedlg, 7 fab¥e & Fe?3lc spg 1 #2173

r s s!
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snd Debr cheont A Ticht 1A ter BeG 3 F-70%s e dw for coro fa
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A0 earlv e the ovrla- of 1802, survivers of Frtvin: 10, tho kod fought -
brillicntly in the nilivoines and the Jotherlon’ic (st Indles, vere flrizg
FBT'e on motrel -deslon Tros Iesth or th  rsuths ort goegct o .*.urérfli-—. In
e raep of 1LY, then there 1oe ¢ vroracel of conrldoradle reinForveement,
tiae Ty Dovored lesvir - poutize wntrol ¢ RUVF anlts sn  Lovine the 2ITls
forvsria  Lozordingl nlang v oee 660 Tor ¢ repmir Loce £t Palm Ielrp® rosy
Toimeville ~nd rm odvrnssd Woe 11 Somrvai soath of 4k entr.ace 0 Milne
Zrwe By the end of July the Tree 2t Snoorei tns sulfieclently zdvenced 3
comrente oner tioa, s nd on 7 Lumwrt the Levy nlrones Tepon tuo strndcrd nlzht
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goutlr-estorn Plerrrcl & In odfditics o the “Inz: Oroun! nt 3-mnrwi, =
peae ‘pon Qf ERLVe 3 .. o cod ot Fort lorcrty oFfter the riddle of Zewtorber
pad 77 w2t for ~lrener rorome, @oumel onver, Cuad trensmort tion of men rne
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fhout 6,000 Lonr aovenkh e B sober Jolivoples, s kit tere o Sundly
inercordin, dn ~pibo of poor borbor f.eililles rob wet rermired aflsr the
Tehe oy A4 < i ruide,
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officer Lug wrder hin ecorerru ¢ peroxirslely 33,000 cr-y srd 10,000 oir foves
reprenrel,  Tno bhis Trree, srerle-n 7313ty poroonsel, corpratively few
i v, ecrreises crvorud ool een wrder Bhome volbe consictine of rome
1,000 7en, eno lema Lopbora vih cmoun, fxd = Pevr cve rnorked sorvies orylnd-
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190 pilr s, The tdr unite Gn the Dordh sotern Jres ore 111icA Qn the
brocah cenie, Trepe wre 4 Spitfdre aoverens, 3 oruneed by BUU ond 1ohy
vwm oopronr ol, 1w lren of WS ramPivithors, 1 cag<rpron of 3258 Tlon

2ror L . ' - -
~r Lobekh/erey o, Lo ow wren of T Lwdgeons, wed the Jrerjeun 3a0kh Croup ox

. Senile.  The Touwe Tighder . om Sreows opir ked on Fields nbouh 35 nilec coutb-
eurt of Daridn, the C=24%c b sonbon 11014 ovrr 10Y 741 o drdand, vhile
otters locuicd in ok cen koo ¢ wodrke mde 2 bobrl of rong PO Flelds within

17
100 riley of the 70wl

Tre Uogmdn cres e ruch nere ewajeob bo Jovanere aly (Lbe™ Auriar ohe
$oil of 1947 tben vor: even #ord Uoresly or " ilne Zny, Hre tvo bases from
vhich the 111 ¢ b3 lswmet d Brelr firet Mo Calne- ofifonciver, “ub The
reineien] f1iied cir apd Jred cfTorle wore 51311 In e Uorthe: brrn ren,
art Fort Uoroohy s < maecd heedmwnrier eerhirevd o Te, wih bo Trichsnc,
the wort dmmorbonb Link in the eorr b chodn, LDVCT vas, op helore, iFr
nigsleran fer omr Liene ip Lo Golncr with rors crc Tloving dn end out from
uchralis enm ke onn bord nd feer bk forvard cresr on Bhoe olrer. Ty fhe
crd of Jwruck 1943, . /15th Jipned Conplnr o e run s ron. ecmruale bBloene
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Toeorchiecdly all o Culrocn opurabicn: o Slroebod fro- Fort Tomecby
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beeovre the ¥V Zerber Comoamd, o Vo iigno e Cowopd, wnd the 54th Troco

Corricr ine were loo bed there, Jetuudly, Lot r, Bro sir leck Tovencs hag
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in Celo™or rorh Doresd,

=1

£ LRI £ cxmipenody celdve oo, Only Corers

girorore, 30 vidde: Trev Vs tom, 1od bron wlmoot entirely clored domn,

sl lou t eversl Lrerlers fighdior vadte b Torey dvema B reoantly boen

.
t

trocoliered,owine enly ©ondeld Dirdbor or Suo $here. Glla drore, 3L

only b Jrerlewn Plrbdcr ¢ drens, wvun nloe no lensrr voorebdme we dw b
sena lo copi i cnrlicrs Toe = uining Toor wirdre ©ooors M-Glin ¢
w224 lerbonms nh feeun (0), Beor  wneroe of whe 2/80h
Terteple b Crenn (), sr 3 oAke JZ0Lh L L hier Loutorensy o wic odbh R C0th

\J [

Orouo of To.vlug v oo b L biblr o unren g Coln v - AU the SFEh L3

(¥

LouadEen, Lhe /690N Zork adrenh Cowudren (), and ike Itbh Tholo Squr drorg
1
cud Turerd with tre $3%h Sevberiwert Orcun () oot the 321 b Jirhier fonedro

oy Celek » 183 the SALIC) Tnge 1L Ji3ne Doy Firear 0 for Jecr rrerdrendly

1 -

War Fork Tore.ly dn 1le rlure Dor Orare 4dr or urebderr, ored LU Fbal 61

bt 4

;4

~

Lhere “ore no woerdens wle ueibe baoed Wb Tilos, IR roodived, Youer T, in

LT
i

1 by Lo thed rolnd 1 itieud

KN

sgert.ad. corely eonler,  Lilrriy chin o

4

foe

ther dp Jurteodio op wd Forh Uorecty.  WJror bhore, oo, tronerord

v

of ahdel vero ueiLire? to Ve Lireeterdtl of e Vransrert (‘fT),

ecorris v enfe bo Bl irlond ;orrivens in ihe olerew Ion.  2oth Tilre oy end

Goclepot b Lulamd, 75 wiler Lo 17+ newlly, soxved <o poraly and Treindes b

Tor Slxble Lxry wrdte, ol of (11 tie Jreriean alr Pores units Taocd oF ihocoe

e T e e S S

it e i '

I a T
R e A =R UR S TSN

M‘ﬂs

o syl toge
JFQJ"!‘”' §\i|)ll-|ll‘\j|'j

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

APFRIL-16

points earlier in the year, only a few signal aircraft-warning detachments

and a flghter control squadron on Goodenough remained, 4 number of RALF

squadrons continued to use Vivagani eirfield on Goodenough, and several

Besurort sguadrons were based there to carry out numerous sttacks on points

in the bismarck Archipelago. One hurdred and fifty miles east of Goodenough
. was l,oodlark Island, no longer of any preat strategic value except as & watch-
ing post against a sneak Jap sbtack around the eastern Allied flanls, Fer
more important was Kiriwina Island, 80 wiles northeast of Goodenough and
approximately 325 miles from Rabaul. 1n the latter fact lay hiriwina's
tactical importunce, for by ubilizing its fields (by 15 Uctober 2 strips
with 4 alert areas, parallel taxiways, and 107 dispersed hard-standings had
been completed) P=38's could sccompany bombers over the Tip's most imporbtant
Southwest Pacific ba st:l.on.zo

The principal. base for operztions against dabaul was Dobodura s 120 miles

across the Cwen Stanley mountains froa Fort .loresby. By the fall of 1943
Liberty ships vere makine use of harbor freilities at Oro Bay there roads led
to the air base, consisting of at least three fields and seven runways, Liv—
ing conditions here wers still far from good, and mud in rainy weather and
dust in dry seather plapued the men assigned to the area., WNevertheless the
cemps were generally well planned and comfortably laid out. and even the tran-
sients in the stoging area enjoyed the hospitality of "The Sounac Sea View
Eotel: 1000 rooms snd baths,' The air units at Dobodura were under the
immediste control of the First Air Task Force vhose ultimate objective was the
reduction of Rabaul, Tnis unofficial organization in Cetober consisted of

the 22d Group with mediun-slbitude B-25's and B-26's, the 3d Attack Group with

one squadron of 1=-20's and three of B-25 strafers, the 475th Fighter Group
with P-38's, . and elements of the 49th Fighter Group also
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with P-38's, but plans were already being implemented i‘or jmroup to spear-
21

head new advinees in New Cuinea.

Before the end of June 1943, General Hachirthur had authorized the future
esvablishment of powerful bases on the huon Feninsula, This program was to
include the construction at Lae of a port to zccommodate Liberty ships at the

. rate of 3,000 shi}it\ons per 24 hours ard base facilities to service 20,000
fmericon ground troops. The airfields at Lue, near~by ialahang, and Haczab were
to be rehabilitated and eight new runways with revetted dispersal areas for
49L aircraft were to be constructed. B:; the tire these points were in Allied
bhands, the program had been considerably expanded. #five additionsl all-weather
rurways with dispersal arecas for 13 squadrons and sbeging fucilities for 17
squadyrons uers to be acded, while a supply base snd an airdrome of major pro-
portions were scheduled for' construction at l"‘:‘l_nschha:i'en.22

This program was to be carried out under indescribably difficult cone
ditions, The Huon Feninsula was over 200 miles from the nearest 4illied base
of any size; the water routes were continually threatened by Japanese attacks
and the air route to Port Moresby, almost 250 miles away, crossed the Owen
>tanley mountains, some of whose peaks rose to 12,000 fest. although there
were a number of kunaf x;az?esqs suitable lor airfields, they were surrocunded
by jungles with thick forests spotted by malarial swamps and cut by numerous
streams of various sizes, the rainfall averaging close to 200 inches a yeur.
Ingineers estimated that with the few construction units assigned, the project

. could not be compleied before February 1945 .25

Although air units were to benefit most from these new bases, their

construction wus the responsibility of the U, 5, .ruy Services of Supply

(USASOS 57PA). The primary interest of the air force was recognized, however,

by the appoiniment of Erig. Cen. Carl 7/, Connell as cor_mandeiriof the operation.
¢! el
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Connell, previcusly commander of the Fifth Air r‘ﬁrce service Command, was
relieved from that cuby on 29 iupust and assigned on detached service to
the 25d Port Heudouarters which was to be established at Lae. OSomewhat simi-
ler to Generals Kenney and ‘/hitehead in his impstience with administrative
detail, he contributed a drive and an engineering and mechanical lmow~how
which were decisive in pressing the task to a conclusion. He was constantly
tbuilding a fire” under rear echelons of US/S03, of the air force, and of
GHN SUFA, as he requested more and better supplies and equipment, Indeed his
persistence in this was little less than that of General tenney in the latter's
contirmous fight with the "Jar Department for more personnel and more aircraft.zh

On 20 September engineer troops landed at Lae, and the 23d Port Headguar-
ters wus established there. At that time harbor facilitles were nonexistent,
end the cove wns Tull of sunken barges, An immediate need was a 30-~ton floatm~
ing crane and divers to clear a channel for small cargo vessels. £rogress
was delayed by the lack of perscrmel, and many of those available were inex-
perienced, By the'end of September, for example, only one company of a port
battslion was at Lse, In spile of these handicaps, hiowever, gasoline and
oil in Srums wvere arriving at Lze by ses and alr before the end of September,
and vere being transshipped in transport planes to zir uniis up the Markham
valley., ‘lork prorressed rapidly in developing the harbor facilities, and on
20 October, a "“mecharico cube dock" received its first liberty ship.25

Just as Oro Bay was used as the source of supply for the extensive
Uobodura establishment, Lze was to serve as a depot for the air installations
in the Yarkham and Ram valleys, Of these, The most important was to be the

base of the Second fir Task Force at Nadzadb, situated on the Markham River

and 20 miles from Lze, ~iithin a few hours arter that area had been overrun

e m e
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by Lvericun poratroopore on 5 foeplembor, cngineers vere feverichly vori-
inr to eleur air ctriri. L doy later trancport pleves vere bhringine in
smetrelisn provmnd ftrcops. The Lirst alr unit, the 270th Lcrvieo ousdron,
landed 17 days ofoer the parabroorers, and vwithin a Tew days roct unile of
. the G3G Lerviece Group, Inelvdins several lierro Lrvek cormanieg, vvre ecbab-
lishdne 1o crzonbialy of ap odr Foce. Doornhile a nusber of combab or-
renirations were preparing ko nove to I'~dmob. Cn 5 Cotohor Feadrwerters
tquodren of bhe 35th Uichber CGroup mad  the chorld junmp fror the Lermersry
v.ee Toili Teiliy befor¢ the cnd of the month Lhe I'-39's of the /Ol end
et fouwdrons vore rroviding o fishlter defen~c for the wv bacey ard by
midel cvonbor, Tour airdromss vere in weo by comtub and itransport planes.
Livin -+ conditionr ot UVedran vere ot Cireh czeecdinrly wrimdtive, Caro
sites verc lecaicd in thiek Jupsle groves, wod ib vas necessary o clear
sray much o biv: Lrae end sbrvb grodb in order to Lfocilitate mosquito
clicination, JAbroush Cencral Conpell hed i, Siately hepun to posh e
resd threough the c.arps and jungle cepurzbting Lie rnd iodrsb, it oo neb o
e cerpleted until rid-lozenher, ard unbil then the base wac entirely ce-
26
rendent upon iy troncrort for rupplics,

In the plins for fubure opertiicns in liov Ouinec, Fadrab was envisoaged
as ths prineinpsd bice. Bub s ersentdsd wort of bhe conpaign to igolate
the Fuen Peminemio tae tho Lleush of the Tth Jwstrallen Division through

. the Tenu wlloy, knorn ns the CROIGUIIITT operetion, Thiz csmpairm, in
vhich the rrownd forees verc %o te rorbizlly airhorne, vas to be carried
oub uilk the ecoperation of the Third Jdr Tack Foree barcd at ceme sultable
apot in the volley. Tidaplt, espburcd em 19 lepierber, hed at firet bren

| celected, ard a detuchrent of the S72d ;irbornm Unrinesr Batlalion was
. ,\’F Tk
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flovn there on &4 ceptorbor to improvs tho drip. %Reforc the end of ike
nonth i o eorpinlcs of enpincere had corpleted tiro lerddnes airive ard hod
rude a prolivicery survey for o 0,000-foot rum sy, & 6,000-fcob taxdivay,

ord 1, miles of dicvor:sl arsa, n L Cobobor o detachront of the Z/0th

e

[

Slpnal cotiolion limded ob Elaiapitf-’f.nd weran o Tin noeckble baek toardé the
Leren Tiver, 15 miles wouy, ord at the rare tdre roolher detachrent wos dne
ey
cizlliny a erbls fren Loc Bo r2' e 4o Junchblen ab the I.eron.{
Locrwblle the [lustraliens had sdvaneed farbther threurh the walley,
Lo They tore ecrpleboly dorondont upon sir sronrvors for their rebions end
surplics, engin cring rarties ceecnrmicd them to siake oud sbriv- leore
treop ecarrier placce eculd lexd, Lib, iwerebte Jrazier bod ceeorpanied the
lusgtralisne cnd hed locubed nuncrous strips fror the Loron Tiver o Sorrrac.
&% the pure time, Colonel Locdbury, Colenel Fubtehinson, toth of tho Third
Lir rorce Tack Foree, and .metrclion Goncral Varey of tke 7hh Divisicn rade
nurcrods roconnsiscence f13Wbs over the roven In ovdb plrneo, Toforc the
eni of e nooth the wovesnen hoo pro-rersed as far o the junetion of the
Guron cxd Tamn riverese M vwlley in this eveo ccenmod o r dzdrably suited
to ajrfis 13 construetien thub | cedbury xd bulchiv-on decideld Lo Limli +he
cetabhliotecnt ot the owanpy ond rmaleriszd Fodapit locebicn arnd Ludld Lbe
wat for the Third Jdr Tark JTorves at o rodnd vihich bhey chore 4o eall Curzo.
Thin prowed to Lo Ble rorh plesrant, In elimabo ol leunh, of oy of 1= aiﬁm";.rn?ezi
bascs ro Do esrboblivhed In the woutlnesrt TYoeifie. It smr Fovrdod coblreld;

by jungle cnd meunbaing, vivh the Finiclorre and dirrarel rencec risine ob

roinbs to 14,000 et to the north ond bto the zenthe “he preovaillrs vinde

-~

ren parallel vith whe v 1ley; bhe coil vae vill drcincd; ond iho Famn Liver

"

was wide, ghallov, wnd swdit-floving.
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The Fired transrort plene lended nb Guzop oo 1 Cetoker, Tnler
Tragler's dlxection, a platcen of Surirallan cnpincers aidod by natives
brd keeked oot o prirdtive ririp vein~ Imives, Layor<bo, shicle, erl o for
thiovels, (o @ Cebol-v an ciwveneod purky eoncistin: of L0 officers tnd ren
off the 372¢ Lirbsrrc lnpincers cnd o ovrvey purty from the 371t crvived
to Yooin airdrens concbruciicn. Tre vwlang nev enllcl for allevcoather freili-
tlos foxr 2 ficht r prcurns, 1 redivn kolordrent provm, ond 1 toctiesl recen—
naissurcs oquuoren, torcther <ith complebc rerviedny lreiliblen and sheipe
curable of hondlins 200 transrert placsc duily. The original obrip sas soon
tbardencd, and covorel obher trinsport amd firkt-r obrip: Tere 1043 out,
Utrip Lo. 2 ad o dirt ruway 6,000 feeh lene nnd P00 focb vide rnd <oc wecd
by C=47%s, F-L0'c, cnd P-47la for the 112‘.':1; e morthr of orerabions in the
uren, o obthers vore elerarsd in Bhe roor wielnity o relicve eonce-ticn
on ' o 24 Trhe gll=veather runvay, 1 o. 5, was noh eromderbod whil Toweery
1907 1 fter ronthe of vork opn n Z-chilt, Zi-kour fry Yacle, ot Yy thet tire

«Cl

three adibloncd fedre satbor steips vvre dn oprraticn,. ‘

Yeavy rain- delsyod wirdromo ccmtrueticn, oxd ecne.guently $1: dransfer
ol wir uuibs to the no leeatlon vae rocbper-i, "o Firet oir vnild o reuch

~ + n

Guoup fhor the cpginecrs toae the €0 carviec Don-fron vhich crrived en 20
end 21 Cobobzr dn o7 trancrort plrner. *“kr oo ol $hdy orponirabion cvreri-
voecd wuch bhabt o vaplesctnt in thodir firch G oL B e one FPoeo, Tok
only vir bkere rueh crubbing labor to L. dere, bub they vere clrost vacho3
out of their origin-l ¢szp ~hen borrenbiad rain: flocded the neor-tr river.
thoy sore rell cotablicked on nigoer prevrd a ces™ loter, hovower, vhen the

3th JSirldor tousdren vat roved ho Guoap frox Veill Tsili. This wwusdren

irredivtely begon Tlyinge its P-.LO'" on nven to odrbt mabrol mizslions o doy

L= -
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unbil the 7th Squadren arrived on 20 Lovertor., Tecamidls o osign.l orev
had effected & junebicn with the line Fid to the Loren ivrr fros T-ismik
wnd on 7 Loveank o the 1060-wile distones Trom Lae bo Cvoap wic ecormzenad Ty

30
cable.

v 1 Jovalior, then, oir wldhs 5 ire cohobliched on ¢ strine of broer
shrebehine Tron Gueap, threuch Lodrab, Lue, Nokodfurs, Virdwina, Gocdenovrh,
ard [ilne Suy bo Forb orachy im the Lo Oulnea area, wnd frem Darvin in S
nortlucct bo Sricktane on the carh col~h of .metralic, Tk dickencer alonme
reticon thers Lucos vore fernidable, .rvew Srighons to Forl Uoricly iz rore
thon 3,200 rmileg, ard 15 4o ovor 1,100 fres Torvin bo Pord Dorachy. In loos
Cainea Bk Yrrer Tell roaphly vithin o radive of 207 milre frem Fork oreshy.
Other fmebore, houevir, wore nory di-courarines thom distorcec. “vonm in
oustralio ovorlond travcroriublen var wner bipfaehory Teesnse rohor reads
~rd radlreade vore for,  In by Cuinea overland broverorbtobion vas wirtuslly
neneFictont, [loverent of rercotrel, cowivment, rxd roeplico dn the Yo ard
~rane vas alrest entirely dopsedent uron ~ca and elr Lrancporb.  Tea broanc-—
rort vwic vibale Tre rrest bul% of gurplics vac earricd by ceu fro~ fuacirsliz
ard frem tke United Shobes to F,rb Movorly, bto Uilre Sur, -rd, ac the Ybord
linc® run cdvaneed, bo Gro Bay and Las, Sub cea bransportd -me elow and hanari-
cuny Bhe sgryarine corace von ever preccnhy and harbor freellibicr ond cen
roubze Lrd o e oeewred Fefore the Tiriy chipe econld vepbure inbo ther,

N

In guch clrermobznees alr Grosmerord taz o reinciral rellonee, ok caly
did it cupolorernt chimndne in enrryins brcor: and arsrciner cun-lice to roinis
vhore thoy swors noeded, Bab 1% woe vl enly wouns ur shick rony Groons and

rors brors in the Torilrd arcee eonld be roreh_d. Oueap ars, for throe nowihg

cven §udrab sere enbirely murned ond ruweelied b ovir,
. iﬂ‘h" S e
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It in elezr tken that the sucescs of the odvares wzg in nort Jerendond
upon the officiency of the sir trancport syster. In tre lovithvert Peeifie
in Getchor 1943, luo or snisationn, the Lirectorate of [ir Prensport (L.7)
rnd the S48h Treon Carrier Ldne, woere wrirarlly resvopcible for earryine
rergenncl aed sorelio o by alr, AT, wnler Col. 'ay T. Dlrzorc, vmn hie SC
of th¢ :31dcd ..ir Joreoc, It var wods up of virbtunlly all tranepcrt and
commercinl aireralt cn tie lusbralian contivnent, rnd “rorm bino to Rire
abtaehed :rcrican treop carrlir uwnlts., Zotvecn Jemary and fontesmber 1973,
“for exorple, the 317%h Troop Carrier Group had Ween flyins vith Dal. Lyring
the lagh viek in footerker, hovenr, ihe 37.th Group, after alzost ronopolize
ine trencroct overalleps In Uew Guinewn sinece the ruburm of 1¥2, teok over
the 317th Grovp's reubce. «lthovrh DUT rloanes flev Lo Uilre Zuy, Hiriwina,
and \oodlurk, the roncral poliey 1ac for ife plunce to crersio no furhher
thun the eombat zore. Thus all air cidpmonse fror arbralin dinko the for-
vard areas hod to b iranschipred imbo troop curricr nlenes st Ford [Moresiy,.
This on coensicn coured connidecrable dolay as it var then neceorary to re-
eolablich priorities. Aceording to Cororsnl Connell a felsy of a vecek Lo 10

31
daye in swipronte to the Lre erea vioe nob unusudl.

The S4%h Trcop Czrrier Linp, vhich curried op ihere DAT left off, war
cn the echelen lovel of 4 cor~=nd vithin the Fifth Zir Fores. 3y Senbonbor
1943, 1L troop ecarrier cquedrons were operching in Lev Guirea. From Zoptrrier
1973 to Jamusry 194/, kowevor, only bhe vnitc of the 317th Croup exd fre (3th
and 69th Cauzdrons of the 4334 Croup viere conbivunoncly under hoth cdministra-

bive and ogperctional eontwol of ke S4th | ing and boced ab Fort Toreshy.

Prom furast 1943 fho the middle of Dece;tir, the 375th Croup as arrlgoed Lo

et B
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strip ond <hen ibs ke Oouirbere iac Yor Bre line," She (5ih end £&th

comodrens noved to ibe tenporiyy Raro ot Tolll Todili in cepterter and

[

follercd the Losend oir Tael Fores Lo ladsab carly in Celhober. The Lirst

broop currisr roucdren bo v booed ab Lidrab var tre TORL L bieh hsd arrived
za
2

. cn ¢ Celober [ron Fort Torechy.
Yre 541k .inv, cormmded by Brir. Con. Faul Tronbisr, had cdministes-

.

tive ccnirol over nll Lroon cerricr crme ren~ din T o Guirer.  Tio orirery
objective woo wo carry onh Lo orcralionnd incbruetieons of JDVT.,

tob in riperal it vas recosnlzed both by theo wing ard by oDVCH that the
muxbor of undbs cvailobic would normally corrcspend vith the numker of wnite
stuticne } dn the Vorechy area. & Uynlend Bl~bour wriod of viny omerziions
beran in the late sibcrncon tken bhe doily frogpontury field order arrived
Teern fDVCL,  Thic amvouncod t$re punir of troon eerelcr wnihbs reoulred Vor
vhe following dayls opcrations and cervrd an wun oftielsl cubhoriration.
Ehortly whercalsor o belerhors el Peer the JOWL w-3 rav sreeific infor-
mation Lo b0 deltinsdicon wnd mudrr of slrerifh ror 41 e nicoion, the ground

4

and typ of Livhter eorer, und b~ radio call cirm~ bo o ured, T vine

L

erarnblore duby officcr recorded this informiiion, alleested ricsions to

Giferent grounc, ans esauged the Joily vire Cledd or'er to o mablished.

Ny

Cebveon 1500 and 2ACD, Yt cronw opcrsbions officcre an erve care

ok
[
-
e
]
¢
-

to ving hecduturbers, rocor'of dnforraticn vdvieh vac to be perged on to tho

. coucdrons, «nd enordlbed Hhe
33
form the rdecdons,

Leld pambers of tho pluren vhich iere ho vor-

It wur not umueual for & numktsr of chanron to be gode in the origioeal

£y

cohedule durin th evoning, In such cuior bbe dugy officer relayed thes

eran, . to the srouns, and the preupc in hurn So Ve ewusirons. By wsidnicht,

e _
- T
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ho .ever, when all ekhunyroe hed tcon rofe, lhe duby officcr, tlhocoretically

-

Guty Tor 24 hour:, c-neeclly Lot bic Jooi, ard only ohe enlicrted man in

ehoepn of Lraffie rercined In the opercticms cffie:. .efors runrles the

weablier gbin of the wirns, wn arisd E-N8, tool of T ond covered the rouler
. to bz follored thet oy hy all ving srunsrort cleanec, 3y 0230 the duby

officor I d retvrned bo Tbo dork and van chacking ezl er inforroticn

whicl would continue to comc fror She towwher cldp o lone ar flirbbs wore

relirduled, ‘hen the s callier rerorts vore cabicfaclory, the C-L7To took off,

wrd the tiren of drrprivre wire rocorded on the drn- Gperat:';cn, hoard., Lor

the rer ainder of +he duy, the dusy ofiiesr cuperviced all If1icrhle, ciereised
bie judrsenb nw bo roecidine thenm tocuus of vealler, received remoric on
teeidente, vnd madninined a eheek on Pirtder covor and erery aebivity., Lt
1430 Lo vas relleved by e noxb doyle duby officer ibo eboelod in vll olr-

34
eral™s and followed the cere rovbinc as hi  rrefecerror.
ptellicnes offienrr of troop eorrier wndiis vure reriors nicl o cone

Lisweously cceunied i Ul gporsticns ofiicern, ot ircy porformed : lrorh o
corembial o tack. Tre wing =2 noinlcin § eleozc relublens dth otber lntel-

1

licemcs . schlons, tortlcwlorly tloos of Hhe sroucd Porcer vhich coudd rurnly

tovo rurhiesl and obrrr cpoelsd inforrction bo widé ks dreop carrier ercve in

lozatins $1sdr objeebiver. Toic inforzabicn von relsm 4 %o wnit inbolli-wnee

ke

ol flowr:, vha Ware roveod: 4 oo rainhbain up-bo=dabo Inforwstlcn on ble roclvion

. of wnemy ord Oricndly prourd Torecr. riefing of o1l sdrnl-nc ercvp sar o

-

ke Yeoabirmour.!  umony mumsrous iiozs ko Toorov red tors e nidure of e

Lerrain rorrowndlin Lo cbjcetisr, o doceelivbion of FF - drovsinr terpot, e

iy in vhiel the barcod sag Lo b ACpliticod (rhrterr Ty oiehe, ncl, oT
2%
oblorvir), omd B2 rociltden of orury frceps and wribdclivera€h “ofonoon,

LT TaRliwats
T N e gy o 1
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Sy vkl fodl of 13, bhrrulors, - roubir~ of treom errricr orora-
viens frer: Forbd " oroiby v o ebnbliched wnd ¢dl oryrxizcis b Deobolura,
t00, fdr tromerort vas alrost covally reusine, Ihic ins nol go truc, hoo-
cver, of the operotions from tle new hses on tte Tvon Feninsvia, Tre firch
Peso voeks of such oporublene ol Uudzab, for exarple, vre Meonfuvricn Lo coy
Lhe lowet W scecordime o the teccual of cnz of the Lroop currds rovndd -, "ede
Thichin of plome: odd cops in b all Lrtelo in bhe verdd, ard evul ench
obter cul of rublorn wnd ofl exdce maler il micereble for beobher vilot-,

ren ble: shipe cre cn bhe roomnd, cidBler fsxmiing or leddno ofl, 3 ovar ir-

receilde Lo gee ixmeh of anythire Toemes of the Gird and doct Thilcldin-s
Lot L problens  In trooe daye the troncrerd had o boun fichier cover, ol
oficnblreor Lodl o {A3-hi sould pot wxder Jod and oo GLEL b Tirbfeoro, - lxile
tte otlere v ro valddn i’or Lol or throo emoriors of on beur Lo job bre

-'

rawcriel off the rhire,

u.

Turly In Cehebor ihe arritcl of bodtor~trairnd rorcow €l rzean to roligre

ke ccrlice eemforica, Jdr-frodsht Lo crdlre ovslorens Led orrived ol toth
Iwo ond cdzeb o tobw ovir Ll leowlire ond mnle: finr Jotolilr proevicucly ror-
Lore<3 bty nabives., . nd or of llegro bruck corpnics vioree tleo Tletm in to

eeodiet in this job wniil the orrivel of thedir drueke, ko 2039th 7D Lruel:

Conpeny rade n ivprecsive record in this wnfordilisay top™, and clai-z] thei

over a rericd of coverol weonthr U roiploined on overos o unleadine Live of

12 nirmices Tor aircrszi‘t. Cn 73 leptorbor tho eroun’ cchelon of tle 7Ot “Vroop

Currier Youw yem, wnd  Lenn than %o wehe later 3w rdr cchrlon, arrived ob
Ludzub, T princeinod turt of thin undl vwe te 7 olr Jores fuenlics, lercely

cbeed mobling i fo-oline, fro Lo b0 i wdonhke. Lo oune ponr Ilydns oo

- - .
I L T
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cncny alvers &6 tere eer-rronent, ond tlo chorl
2

Hy
{1
E: .
§ -qL
o
,. -
]
("\

cont runoreur

londinrs on rowds £icléer, Som: of tle non £iles <o rumte o 37 brivo oo doy,

LAY

< Tirct bhe ersve ecnplodnd combinu-lly wbous tlelr Aifficult aorirnronh,

tat ecrplodinbs toenrs fonor o a rrovins onirit of corn Rillon vaoo orer led

wmong the nilete by rocbing i erovs' record of Preipht delivercd, It

»

Lag ecnclosres o reor dmy vien the sowytven 4id net houl ovor %40 o OC0 voumdsn,

&
o
.
k]
=1

+

Its record paul vae Z315,000 roumdr, shidle the individual TLCOrn, oo

3
37
obort 5o wmith, o €7,000 powde,

werrerly loos dnrortant than the Pimetien of Lhe trcon earricor undts
L ATONCTOTEIM Con and cueplios forierd cac thelr - el of ovrevad ugr
~iek and somnded Lo hosuitals in the resr wrosc or ca the mainlars, Thie

Pl

L boen cecoriplickod rerul-xly aré -Gith ruceors Sirine the carmrsdirnc du

iy
Fopue and dn Dorbhewct Nev Guimesn in 1947 and 195, iol wnbil Hie cmrer of

1943, boiever, dif ok Pirgt troined adr cvacuctlon wnil, the S0/th Todilcel

~ir Evaevation Sovudron, srrive in Sustendia, At Tiret the covadron
3 t

-
L

us
nredercd to UELLLY robher {ikan to the ~ir force, o foct wideh viohars cceotrd-
cd for rore waminiotr.tive rroblcie than misht otl erire hove hoon necessary,

v8 tho rqusdren kol S0 0 ork dn closw coonreticn - 1th broop corrier munibr.
In foptert-r Lho wnit inivdulod iic scetiviline by zeccrminving svueusbion
nlanes frcm Fort om chy bo Tounsville, Cn 29 Japdest.r B2 Lirrt rotients

lef% Dotcdura asecorrmnicd by cvreunticn parcoarel, ard on L Cehober one £iicnt

b
ck
£
”
=
&
4}
ton
)
3
3
3
<t

ol bhr rrundron trancfirreé fror loresby to lLicprub, The

cirplified 10 duys lober shen the rowsdron, les Lhe raeces vho recaired
33

asslmmed o WAL, vup desncforred to the Tifth Jdir Toree.

chortly after ihdc orpnicobicnn? crance a recsilabticn V.o igowed Tron

Tifeh .dr Forece Fe druariers _—]c*».. fovrrn, “ir evacvation. It _no :int cd ol bhat
L AN a'““r""““"“‘*-‘----m-._.._“ H ” ogess g
L.".':? M - ), !'Jih ; ¢ [
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cvacunbien wae the rovirce ol supply sng thue condd be r<rforred only «r a

reeulis of cunply eorsdimenles. Einec adr curcly ae Cencrdent upon tha veoiler,

the Seotleal oituibicn, wnd the avellabllity of slrerult, a flozilles syric

VLS poecrgury,. seeordincly, toehieal treop enrricr wmiie cwre inghteueted to

. rioke cvelleble cireralt vhich b0l Tien cont omord Tith surnlics in hsetiesd

operaticnz.  If rlr evaeustion vire depired by crprniraticne sunplied by

otrnr means than alr, the roesponcible sdir force corander in the ares vars to

p”\

rrezerike pricritien, The zrca compander of ihe scrvice requiring uir evacu-

ation, furthorrore, sne resnonsible for colleeting evacvicos and providing
ckelber and razdical froatrent at the rolal of ermlaning ard devismine, &Sick
and vounded Leine evocuutod frow Terverd rumdy peinbte to tre point of firct
hocpiialirabicon or an enerpency noucure sutorabtlieally recelived fiveh nricrity,
but [rom a rvoint of hospitalirabica teo rour orenc, Pukca:; receives forth rri-
ority. ke npedieal aidr evecuabicn courdron e oiveeted to nrovide rocesary
redical rerromiel and comivnont Teor proper core in f1iclt, nmd ves bo pro-
vide lizison bebucen the evir Lronsport aroney end the orpaniroticns remp woa-
39
evicwtlion,.

By Celob~r 1943, then, the ~hege tae oot for the oporatione which wouls
ccerplots Bhe conouent of the Huon Periveula wrd veuwlo indifi-te the iroleticn
ond newbridization of Tabeul, The Jamaners —ere ~ti1l ectowlicrkd in pover-
ful pesitlicns, tut they vore no gbrom<r thaen they led been 12 nponibh~ tefore,

. The nllier, on tke othor band, hod improved ikeir rociflen, Their Limd end
gir forevs wcre lorper ond rore exporienced; they Fed wdvanesd the tormb 1irne
by buildins advinecd Jures moch nesrer Lo the enray'c cuter defenre Lipes ord
by wn inpendcur corkinction ol alr ant sou braneport, they uvorc cveccordng

cno of bhe beurbest rroblops of all=-thnl of trocasrertaticn ardd surply in on

ielundegtuiced g rc\uncu.,lrc Gtrepiced Lt mber. -
f"v-m_ R Y Y

?s:g “‘-‘:"ii . i ‘l s‘ "3-:\"“" l\“i““\' e Ky e ) Ny
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Ly Qetober 1943 ke over-all plasn for orercticns, Imorm oo the Tl
. bon Flan and cubmdbicd By Cemeral Luclethur to the Joint Chilefe of £taffl,

vag Tell wader 1oy toerrrd o cuceessful compleblen #s the CuRIELIL Opsra-
tion. Thic plan, as originadly drafbed in Februory 193, had envigaged a
corefully coordinabed offonsive by South and Soultbiest Paecific forces
under the sirzbesic direetion of Grvoral linelrthur. The Eouth Freific
force was ho move from bagco in the lover Solerons throurk the licw Ceorpia-
Bonauinwille area teuard Debaul nnd Kaviens, The Sovithvest Faeifle forees
iere bo paln control of the Huon Fondneula with % capbore of Loe, Fincche
hafen, onl [8ene, lond on the Lev Britain coocst ot Care G'Iioucaster, LTS,
and Goorota, ond propare for the fincl conguect of Fabaul,

Lorly in 1943, hone hnd teon erpressed in Lushincbon that thecs oper~
abicng yould bo complelcd by the end of the yesr, LTul handiepned oy a lock
of mesme, the Feeific forcss were soncwkel delayed in reachine Thedir objoot~

2
ives. by Octobor, however, Couthwesti Preific forees had esntured lae,

Salamuwz, Dedzach, ond Finochhalens while thore of the Foulh Freifie hed se-
quircd o ctrine of bocii from Cundnlesnal threnfn bhe Twesell Islonds, lunde,
and Cndonra, ar Dar north cg Velln Lavells. By thrre cdvaness the alr foreer
. of toth thoators were in & poritlicn to bosin porols tent oabtacks vwronm Tabsul,
Eefore all tkerc buaseg hed boon cecursd, hovetver, the Combined snd
Joint Chiefe of Staff wore concideringy chonr~es in Preifice strabesy viich
resulted in sionifleant decisionc ot the Musdrant confeveres in avewet 1942,
St i L
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Cne qucotion upon shiech therc rever bad teom o coxnlebc arreement wos the
proper divisien of ren and rmboricl botreen the Foelfic axd Luwrépean theotere,
{n this ocezoien, Jémiral Lisg, scsortine theds the clo.ness of the odvines in
the Facifie uze crured by & lack of meins, ewmrwerced sn opinion that this
chortare of maborigl indicuied o foilurs on the n- 1y of plermers to view the
var arainct oll thrio .xin pouwcrs ne o vtole, leither Ceneral "archsll ner
Coneral Arnold Lire sn. coumnd cn bhic rermark, bobt lever Vorclell joined
Ling in defending the veope of Treeific orerations then underay. Eeversl of
the Zritich chicfr hnd cxyressed the fear that undue enmplicic upon the Treific
2
right delay an ivvecion of econlircntal uurop:.J

]
-

Comvaratively riwner dlsagreenosnbe, hovever, 634 nob prevent wanicity
vien ihe Gorblned Chdefs swirnitied Lhedr meoprens ronort to the TFrecifent and
the Fri—e "indcicr on 27 Jvpast 1942, Tide rerert eoncluded ithal in order to
destrey bhe Jarenco- coreedby bo recich, it would B nececrury to deglroy th
epcmy fleot and air foree, to curry ocub Yhesvy snd suriained wir borbardrant
of dapon rromr," axd porgibly to imvede lhe hora irlenic. Tio air offencive,
b s £olt, wonld Yalrnech corbainly® require the vre of either Chinsce or
Formoran bacce for Iow-rensc borbere exnd of Chidnere porhso, notably llong Voar,
for surrdrines the air barer, The repert 0fed that this would entail a
contrel of thr !oulh Joprn end Ffoubh Ching gcoe and roco-ronded so bhe hen

-

rowbeg of rdvone ¢oe frewm Lhe v=gb throurh the Strail of 'nlaces and anobher

frer. the eueb throorh the rardatod il wos clitber bovmed Lhe Gelebsp srd fulu
seas or Lo Wl north of Tuzen., Lir abbacks vere to he concenbrobed ceaive b

Juprnts werkmocscat her rhort co of pirerclt, of warchine and obher shipping,

~ o

rnd of oil, Ftenciwe land c’m‘pai'*n" repro o L~ aveldrd.  dceordine to the

f . A Sk
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Gombincd Chicefs, “wherever poroible ve shovdd, in froh, alm £b leaving
Jeranc o Jupd forees in roscessicn of oullyiup terrilory, in order thet

they roy conbime to be o 1iability bo Jarimesc chivpine, oir end novel

l
foreon,t
. The curlicr phasce of e thruct from the enst wire envisarod arly,
if in rerersl serrz, hy the Combined Chirfr, Ihe medn offort vus Lo be

bhroush the mndoitrd iclende, bul, wotil neopspablens vere completed lox thie
rain effort, the Allice @ <re to muindain inereaping preccure on the Japanoso
in the folomong=lcu Cuinen ares and iy fhe Adcubicns. Tiere, hobover, vero
to becor: rubsidizay once the zzin vdvance bogen and verc to be combirmed
enly if receccary for bho sveeers ol thc ﬁu:‘m r_fi‘ort.s

JEEer Bhoe projr obed ndvanen Bhreurh the Mndebce, the revert euscoohod
o putbor of alternahive roven. The fircl cuzrection ww for the dric to
procced elther to the nertk or to the routh of the Fuilirpiner ord ihcnce
Lovnrs tYe Chine ccoch or Tormoszm. Lomy bone vig the firel choles for o pori,
bat if its copture would prove irpracticable, bthe Corhircd Chiefr recorsended
thab Formoce or luzon wcre bo be inveded. Hainum omd Yope of the hyulush
iere othor albrreniivee, or 1T thege vore imwrochicable, oreratlene to ob-
tuin eontrol £ the routtorn Failiopinee ond the Celebrr snd Julu geas verc
{0 ko iniensificd, follehed by mn atberpt to cupbure & portd in China or
L OTTIOE L

Sltheusd: e move bhrow b the swdotes ves thue econcidercd the vliirate
rveific cormpaimm, cpecific objectives for the tonbhuoes FoeifMe forccs were
L0 B3 subrittod to Cemersl lTacurtlur, Tne Tlreht of dhe oo miopocsd by the

-,

Combincd Clicfr of Staff st vadrend s Pihe celsure or neulralizntilon of

- -
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cagbern low Guines aed ineluding the Jdmiralty Islonde and Sdcmarek Lrohi-
rolugos”  luch o giries of opcrations losiecally folloned the GIT.57 UL op.r-

Lhleme Blenm lecdiny hovwerd w elirax. Trere uas, homever, ore important

2

cterg: in enrlier rlone. LJdheusd wo ek and Faviens szre 1o ko 203 by
£1)led fore.g, It - .¢ :rieifically rusrccted thot | akoul e neulralired

robher thun eapturcd. In cpli of thic etanqe, hetever, it oo arzumed tlab

E)

s porticen of the crmpulrn wouldd luct frem Lecoztor 193 to fenbrmd 1 194/,
cnd thoh o total of 1,477 cirera™ vould te reoulrad .7

Lith th: completion of the ®loval=kuvieng? ororabicn tho wivwmee ag to
preesed nore rapidly clens the Hew Guinen ceast. Thie vzs bo continmer in
Botun by ohep airborno wabirborne advinesc™ ue for woeb as Torelkep rnd vns
o b2 corplets by 31 bocenior 1S4, ILovne ectimbod fhat 1,379 airercfi
of ¢13 trp.g wivld ko reccrosry for the capturc of Fellerdir, 1,001 for  akie,
7,055 for the Jnrer~Lekovlen lcluwedr, end 1,904 for Mwolnari on ihe Toocdlop.
irather rufficdicnt alr ghbronsdh - culd ¥ available o Bl Bl plany<d fer enech
advene vag ooov.rbien dopendent uren the Luropcon cituwsbion. It var noh core
tenplabed that sulffieicnt heowy bomboriront conld oo donloped to srbisfr fhs
i eific roculrenombs undil Corsony oo n\:n"mtzd.’

The plone node ob vadreot tire covelksd in remersl horre cnd derventes uren
Lo torator comrndors for detulled fevelorsonb, In the Faecifie, the forces of
the Soubh ond the Sovbhivest Taeific sere hosding tovard thoe same obiceilve,
The over-all dirceticn of the oporoticns voo in the bandc of Cenernl Maelwthur,
tab Ldndrel Helsey robiined oror: fional conlyel of the Jcoubh Foeilfle foreoc.
Cn coetodon, this ratler covmlicstod ecor snd cotup roouli=d in come eceofiieden,

+

an erEeple of thin ceeurwd ofb r ke Tuedrvant cenlrrinec. Cuc of the Lire—

Liblor eonridered b Tvetle kod le‘u:dﬁl&u oy abiee™ in bhe T uin-ioici aren
.F-qa\.‘ —- j -
Tl T~ ,fp IR e
:’f»}_“ f! & ““jj-zﬂ‘lj!"'{‘!f.

SE L_J“ ‘“ i th”
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for 15 Cobotor o onotls v oon tictoa~Dluln for 1 Taeonkeorn, both Wy Joulh Frelfic

forecc, In tlo ncanbivo, Conanl Paelxthar, plavrdor Jcr on dny elen of !

,q

criboin in Tocorhor 1943 - o covwbine ¢a currorb frer loush Feelilic olr wniie,

Vo trercfors reow b8 LOriesd Te Irey bo vorvoy bhe Citwsblon wibh o view i

. cvbuinine vir Diclde in _ewalnwille Dres hilch £ hWirr eveorts eodd oror o
9

-

Ferdn ©ialbul In Veecttrr,

LGEAral Felceyle vlaaming wi~ boororarily wvpoob, ho over, by o corriatl=
cutica fror JAodrnd Hne Indlertine bhed b rxpeebnd the Todn cod tee wln

ororvatiors do preaio’ on rek wdnle,  this cevlA bove oreosdutcd Ko rodzvrs
¢f plbie roor Dropcer owiugin Bay on Tovruwinwlille vhich Dulrey cencidier:d

b1

The worth oubl-Trebory poird Yor Fbhe rexh Jondipe, w' ik - euldd T s 2rnh

ok oenly vdonh rbeiler or fary cbrikes nrotrebod Y obhe Unost exirers rires

¥

Firkbere™ wevld kawe © oan pessille pesdn L Tobhand Jurdne D oelrbiarts Core
Glevesol r ocoriblens, i looy felt thkot fhe cenfucicn ve ~uldbin~ frer (irm's
cai v ulestlon thoe: tened !:Pm bermitork for hiich 1o b7 Yoeonm shriviee, Ard on

k]

16 Lepborirr hoe mique 05 frec Freathur . elorifiesilen of Bio v morcnri-
10
biliticc,

Ccrarnl (e rblar telisved thotb tho Jodnt Ghicls of ¢ ,aff hrd rivon
crwlicil ordore undfdne "the ecroand Firrenicon® of Lve eorgilrmn. Fe reoliccd,
Yo.ever, kel Yvlery oo in mmoeskarrascing voudilion, wnd rode arroofreris
to Jiceuso trer problcoyr itk Lb, Coine U. I, Hovron of the  cubh Pacifie elall

‘ (CC.TNC0L5 ). Cn 17 Sonmtsrk-r, b ecolvirnce Gool nloes, and a yubzr of
cerzraticral plons vore Jicewswd, Ceuorsl I'selythure DMvered tThe ‘orolomrint
of o boce ot Bousudnville (2d ebated Thah Shi- ©ovdd et wly with bhe indicnt
of the JT. dircetive, b hig rolonced Teleey fror wry venulreront of rurmorhins
TR
-l

Lol O

.- ,\M
SeGRIY BURa §
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the aparotiong of the soobmpest Foelfie forees inon, cribodneg Uadssy wvas
beo devedns his ploa dadorondensly, md ik AL 3% T Laearthor ol B2 coordi~
nrte bive LA danc ol Jjoirt efforto, ™

ecbo v vdons vorted cub 3 n rdd= obenor eoaforaiee L Jyshralis

. bitocen represons Sives oF J6k.S Dnd o fl wore o 1y Tollewed,  In order

Lo covor bhe Joobineat Toeifie forews In erorlllions ouinsh Jore GLoacesber

ool Suddor, AL 1w ploovied thob Jovth DTeddie alr forecer vo ld naatrad

i2a

Rae
i, This reculpeed o feofhold eev Dio-ndiavil e vrom vhich fichber-rrobeehed

Jdesions cwold e Mo by Ueloo to uir vndbo a-dast Bhe “Tew orilsin stroir-
held,  OYfeacive rowes of whae tao the lers sers bhus eloscly inbesr bed cad
LG e3sibihod wa aoerorior b Loheranee b the follovings Lineboble

15 Coteper Lo 1 Jover Zer:  oiia ir foreesg orercibing fichbers fren
Lirisdinz bo atbre'r adrficlds cad shippine of Loboul,

EZ0 to 25 Cotober:  Llial torces o e.boblich vdir wnd II buzes o
crezsury wnd nolosbed mogitions oa Choisiul isloada,

L ko & lovediar:s S.ia 03 fovees to continue bboolu on Johoul tad 4o
Lagist SLUA0 uir vnito In aeutr ligins coewy opurckions Tro sulc,

Cnoor rbout 3 Doverher: 00,0 forees fo Load ab poinbts on opress
sl b oy waibh Bhe obgrsbire of esb blishlor ca ndrdeoe froc wedeh dovlicht
Lobaeks oiingh Szl couldd tea nrobocted by fichbers,

25 Leoe ber 1903 ho 3 oJdowrry 1964 O L. forces b0 obhadn ceordrol of

. Tibiam Sbpralt by selrdaz the oidor aad Clpe Cloveesbor sreus wnd sstoblishing

Lipdrove PLedilitice, Tor avebrelisinge Lovieme,  KELS Lo coqblrue »tteols on

“3

P

sackral resiobed by o ol
Cemprrl Jucorbhor vus by sobjret bo bhe direcllves of the Joind Calefs of

Lud®, kot wibhin bivd onvacpL) Frooeworr hds plons were developed dnderendeatls.

e T,

R BRIy

¥

I'T‘h‘ ) 1 P ’4’_‘» ! .
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In the {cubhiert foeilie, hic veurl wolicy vno Lo eoll in The thres Dls

(Femney, Yroes.r, and Pinlnidd) ~ho with Ihe old of vk re of Lis om

ohaff worked vith hix cn oprrelionsl inctructions mnd htocdie planz, fron

Gins to tluo Lor Depurbrent ploaneor: requested detailed dndlermabicn on Foture
. rover, of thich thorn cublined in the "I'rhon Plun, cwbrifted in Mwreh 1943,

hid beonm ot ol ificend, She ‘uodronl deciclon of Lucust nocecsitated

the prepuration of nov rlsng for Vroalndainine unreordlblne wreccure™ urainel

Joaran by cedming voints in the Sirrarer wehipelasc wnd on the norlh ccast

the Var Uepartment

of Dow Gulnes oo for iwed wr opelbop,  Zuk on 7 Celober urped 1 clobiar

Lo fo beyend bhe Cundronl suthorization, wod curiesbcd thoh #T0zr Vo lhap,

Vinfarme s bhe lorieal objeehiwve, Vo vos ¢ dwlec’ HobL Bhie Bloewust riehd e

rede fron tho Coudral Frelfie threurh Bk Tonlws, Tmail, thal with the rrecent

11icd edvanbare o nwvel oslrensth, cory offerd sus bo b mede to find the

rosb froftful sres for en attack. relrthur vao wered, therelore, Lo rorfeeh

nlans for o retura fo the rhdlirpiner Tio-4 om o davrwrnlionge  bhud fia

foublnort Pucific tirabter would cowbinus to bo bullbt wo in texn srd rakerlel,

13
ard kot the nain offort s ould be in thotb srco.
Gy 20 Cobotar Gororel Trelrthar bad guumiiled T2.0 IIT, a plan of
ororations In the fevbhr nol Poolfie ares Tor roceewontion of e rouihorn
Fuilippincc, Wnic plon sac coneedivid with w poneral ~trabogsic objcehives

1o dgelnhe Jopan fro. the Valosm-bothopdande ant Iadicre cren, Ih vas taresd

. upcn 4 velv mz of moncuver which gove B predorinant of fenisive role to Jand-
tared wdir tower, The "lurd-tarzd borlir Lince' o+ a bo Yo cdvonecd rardily
yeobrard & s bl lumd roores of Nlg, Maloes Bo the DNidlirvincg, byeroeccins

wed nepiralirine: by cJdr cobion bertile vorces Aifrer wroehlie ble in orior

to croid cocldy aua bivmeconsizuine orcrolione; bhe J34c7 Flanlke verw to e

-—— .

e e -

:—-;m__-;;j =T
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rrotrebod ¥ecsenbially by cdr oporaticrict; and the necepcgary sdvanced naval
racen were Lo bo ootabliched wnder dhe probechbicn of lrmd-toced aviction,
SAr abbaels wre o b ooroloyud Lo colon wn amd raln adr suncrioriiby oo r
Loner thromeondne cieh sdvones, hootile nrval foreor aud rhinsiry were Lo
bo dectroged, aed prowns forees twre bo b cont forvard by valer ard rir
to soize an’ erlablich now eir hoarca, D0 TTT sleo rurereied thab Lle
lensth of ewch forv rd rovercni, covlde b exbeondod by ¢ wloyine earriers to

rrovice oloro air rurvord of londing opcrotions ord by (xhendins tie "de-

seructive offort of teorfore® by rivenein: the Selfincive Ficbbor line® Fhroish
yv
inlernd ficlds cobablirhed srnd paindoined by oir brenorord.

o

LI Q@ TIT wmz &ividsd inbo Live phuiecen, the Cilveb of < nich 5 2o eoncsrncd
privorily with ccvmiring nevel Taice In Bhe Slemarelr lrekdivelero,  Tods ten
concidercd only & roong bo ap end, ko wver, as bhe noved bosor vere dogived
bo runrord subconuent r fvaeecs inbo 3 ochern e Guincn,  Sinee o oirveet alhuch
rskanl krd toon rejoebed co donreroug r_nri.i;ir'_r-eonw:iﬂp, it oo Setervired
to iroleke it fron 41 northes-t by coctabliching 1isbt novel “eree~ cnd 2ir
elemenss ot Ruvi chg wred in B Gnirolbicc, A olrvcel obboek an owsvek vas
clso comr Wlored nn Yoo cosbly o vombure, omd 4t vwe holicoved Lbal establish-
ine pir tucss ob laprn Iy nod only vwould veovice cufiiciondh ridr rrotechicon
for Ly=r. rrine the ey ¥ ara tub wleo vould eonplohc dle icolsdion of T2buul,
tht firet rove voe to ke rade f codnet Vanee Loy T emimninr on 1S eheviory
1944, mpdbvicoyr forecn icre Bo lopd in ibe arcs vith sirbornc rorcort froe
sowske oot Paeific foreor and nlir ecormzrolicn from the Vikias Streit-l aru
valley orcn.  The nouth of the Sopilt Tiv r» vue ko te szevred, encoy foreec

in thr 7 Ganpellecdokbafen and cevak are o conmbnined, ard adveneed bares agpe

Latlirled o suvpors cutreon. aa.;*.:.\.r:»W roclon madn o annolat Ty

ﬁ“\m_‘__‘\’_
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(n 1 i"reh 19472, Loubh PaclPle Torecu wre to open on reermdt on

te viens, Howvy clceoents of he U.8, Fuedfic Flect, alr walbc from ewrricrs,

fror v tern Low ribtein, e Cuinea, Bl porilsrn bolomoni, oirivire, ncd

needlark tore to provide o rreliminory :ir und wovsl bopiordrenb, as cwell es
. tgireet rir ouprort? nnd Ppencral alr cuppert.t Tsamdille the Ceatral Feedlle

faraes nerc oo provide nrotoeticn from hostile heavy fleet elerenbs vith opore-

ticne in the cucherm indater, Tolleovine the captur: of Y-wieng, air and

navel 0 eilitles vere bo b cotablichod to promote opsruticns in the Carcliner

wnd o corry oub whe bloslnde of [absul, Tub net vnbil this blechude had

suffieiently reduced 4he defensive carneliy of itr parricem ves Tahawwl to

ke ceoupnicrd,

Soutlrust Preific forece vere ko veire podunts dn ithe Lirirslty lol-rds
coincidentally vith the opening of the I vieng opiration., JLir wnitr fre—
vhe Vitdon Lbroit mroa cnd frem orrriers icre to provice Ydircet air cuerorh,t

*3

vadle Veopsrel alr soreort? ¢ to eor from the cir beoee in the Uurbhan
15
cnd Nmym wdleyo.

The second phoce of TR0 ITT var vicwsline] prirarily ne an odTnes
northme sbuord aleny the porth ecor® o Ner Guires, e ard Goolvin: Ty, Tno
fires lerical step would To bo eorbure  cualt ihore the Japanco: bed clrendy
govelopr s peod cir vooen, Cwrb thore fields were bold in gtrensth, d Toe-
Jrbur fuvered by-pacoing them md colrin~ thoe partislly covelopsd oites

. newr Rl 0lat Loy, THip jould esrry the /13ied to noe inbo Luthorlunds
Nic, Cuineu within roocle of Jopam oo cir vdbacks Lrerm koooe in the Trnde Ten,

Yo moare o owinst cveh wn cvenburliby sne So rrovide f1 - rrobeotion, *

roocrd Crdve Sn Treos IT g bo carry SAlisd Lreome revern o lraforys To2n

ard inmto bhe wree, Lud, crd Tondrbor islendc. ﬁ :! ‘.al qu”
T N T T, bef
- e - B Al g
S8 NS u S
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Theer 0o onsreblons o o1 bo V1o<dn siradioracusly oo 1 Jurs 190/,

we dmdine Tores srer v, Suldr £ T ogon B b Wit eor o i oren munmord

4 1

TLe ko wdre obireldv s in Ble LlbapsellnToldlb v oseen,  Doel-Tre- i ogir-

eralt LeTe bo ecororsde in bl eriredicn W flyine frer Yrecs dn the ) ooritoe
. sETa velley, oL T onow Zor, ond An e USirolfice, il eorrler vlonoe sarg

b0 trovide elcoe cwrrord, Inlapl Tarer or o b0 ooobediicked dn Lhe wrper
Liresd-sly rivie groblicn ond surnorded Tpr oiv dron-rorh, @ dvinecd kronc - re
o T. o drrroved ponr Lw koldoh Joy, ane e Sores o tort e Anfilirobe oont
fre. diwe In ore.r Lo overrin L <oa’ oren of cusm or weneflestle,  Tho
v nortian opive rerors the cpsfurs Fonov-o to b oecrricd oul by ‘uoiralian
troprg woororhed By ol orne olooabt, veeesles el oenryonled e owlr hirelr
Jrew e cormcdn Lirore .io, el co oroa ondr wnib B oeod on enordore g ot
16

ceravie, b Lruben Say, wrd on Forn Irland,

The ihdrd rlyirc of TLLO IIT vos 5he move Inlo Moelvizk ™y and the Torellon,
cepdrnipy on 15 v b 194, hobl cirvorre: ol ovnr oos Janddine fopcor cort o
vove dnte Teelvirh: o, audle wir elevonis ofocine throvrd rec-lai-Terdrbor

P

o ho routrclice the Shroobtendios crery tases of fnlo wnd Uehire, bGirecet oir

]

ooy orb van w0 ko nrovside ) Trer b A0LalE8% Bov vy rnd frooe dnlaond el
Ll

palndnired e reans of oir vrencrori. Coavrisr=tnocd cdrers ©oiore e vrevide

poees wrs Tielbor cover enpin~ SFhe eoplicr riarcr. 2 goin na lopd-tneod ~dir-

eridt eould o cobabliched in the Goolvindk Duy rocticn (nd thic Jabe vos cet

. b 1 Ceboorr 1944), orhibicn~ foper= e to redze veinic on the T oohers Bip
of o 2lvep, Cner o riurod, Uleose vestern toy Coires brese vovs to crovide

jur nint=otf noind: For the retyven to il Frdlivwiv o, wrd Sn o oAiblon Lt woo
i
horod Bhoo oll £ialde in the srea richt wrovide 4 rouree o toner fuel,

SR N T Lomg e e e
'; - l - R
h‘ i
I
’,ﬂn““_
h 5,'5\
1.‘-"{“ l'_‘f +
o ' '1 | t, I
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With the wuecersful complebion of Thass ITT, Conersl Moedrthur would
kove carricd cub the 4 eke vonlpm d ¥y Lre Tusdrom: Joecicione. Ee orvurendtly
Crliohes Bo corn 3 Whweld on Lueshrcr opcrcidon. , Tut dn viee of ke rewunch

fron the Conersd Loafl, Lo teniabively comciloedd too W oiitieral rhaseo in

Lhe 1010 vlon, Fewre IV -ur doverlil.d - o 'o hrewdonive of the front! fo
weploy oir forecc, rrotoet Ll:inke, and cotublisrh tdwored © oo pricr to v ro=
irolion of Mirlonoo, Tie cobinnicd brareh dubo 120 1 Loecahor 1S4/ vhen
Torevs 1ren Ceslvirl cay curroricd by rirtorde ol renbo @ ve bto crouny 1 ire
Gres.s cr nalrahern codfor Vercial srd twee nh lort to deny - 8zsdo Sr

’,

Gelotne Lo tle cncsys 6 inile’ls rointe in thecs 10w cornverte “1licd revcd

ol odr Llomonbs vers Lo T colabliched, s Bhie orzridicn oot vnder g7y,

CLETYF T o0 en worery, W _ecren Telewdo, ond Soton oore R ko ecurluwred, Lnd

Yiror rouiralized Ry wlc moeouli, IF cpery Porer  dn b cnshura Uel™orlanse

Trdice threctoned bo loterfere widd J034cd ecmruniesticon:s bobioun Coolyvind
-

2oy and TArfenso,  Tne Falew Iglorde oot of the Fhildirrdnor scre olec to e

secvplcd, Tub 1ho terpy © dute Ter thic «ihael dopinded uron bobher trke Jrbon

sould Irvelwr Sireel currord by
15
Bre Talicd Liubor Froille Slech Inelsdirs obhrons ol slir clorento,

vl s drercd necenrory,  Inoany euso, b

Te ceeunublen of Minfonno, or Fiooo Voof 7220 ITX, var tenbabively
reb for 1 webruary 1945, Thic s r swodec-ed on tle =oe ! orhoncine oporeabion

veb rlarred a Bl cewih ook Pacdile, I4ovowld regulire wnowAdeel by oeuicry

Wiy CCay rd ic forcor Wb wu croens rolobs dn orfer to cehleve curprles

"

wl Gigrrres Joelv nedrve CLflorbr. "ade oonvclepmont! on o ador renlde, Mee

rerilly ergraizotlicn bo provife VlhernDied f1edlliier,' shippine bo dncure

ceinforecrond wtnd cunplic, and oo csovrodden of Leldurs Toves bo Bho rovvike
k!

wert ony bo e norin of 1ir CRmeony ey 'r:;i.u,/»;zrg‘v,_(:‘ ~orbieds .
e

y T
-1 IR I,’ 1 ; ‘.
i .l;:‘.,fikllur_‘i”(’
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The Haclrtkur plin for fulurce opersticns weaincl ibe Jorncre nrrived
in ‘arkdrecton chorlldy Lofore Eritich cwld scorienn vdliicry odvieors Jeld
crnineton for she Tehorzn ard Ceiro coads reners, T4 arrived ab © convers
dent tire, for cne of tke nrineiral t-cke of therc senfercnccs wan to re-
. ecnsider fuiure sbrabepienl noves in the Facific, In was ceqorazlly believcd
by allicd rdiilury wdvicers thob Jarzn vould ronzin on the strotepic Cof
unleos e vere corwineod thal lusein hud ocelidoe Eo ubtack her or to srent
uees bo the United Stolec, In nny cuee, it vee thouckt thet Jaran vould
do ro rore in the “ovilwest laclfie than bo Wwuild un her lcesl defensive

feress ond nLer naval oirdkine force, Juyants rocition var recornizer uc one

of preat stroneth vilh control of aurra, alaye, the letherlands fact Inddec,

r

rorts of Chinm, cau ¥Fro Freifie dclwnde, wll of whileh kent [11icd foress ah
¢icbances frop Japan Ileclf, Thue cho vas in e poed noribion to tuilsd wup
her cconomde ond militory ctrengbh. Shore were veskrocses recomized by
the Cenbincd und ike Jolnt Flasrerr, in thuab hor lince of comrwrdesnbicn
vere lenry, Wer chdmnine ritvabicn vag vecondng nevie with aivkinge oxernd-
ing nev conobruedlon, and dko o Tindine 1 dLfficvlt to revloee rir leoszos

20

in the T elancsisn oron,

The Joind Stalf Fliwnere in consldering rpociflie 1G4/ oporriicn: for Ble
dr._afm,t of Jupun ooeveed, to bonin with, thob Correny would” he dzfeusd ix the
$2ll of 19/, und thet Jvesds wovld mot wnber th: vor woalnat Ffanon, Thers

. coganrtions lindted the ccors of ine plored opewr tions, bul ime ehi1l
hoped +het ctr.terle objectivin could ko obtained and Juran'c zilibery rirenrth
reduced o an cxicnk thabt would poeroid bhe fovoodica of Fonshn nob latuer thon
ghe oprine of 19460, Lreelfiezlly the plomueres reeoy srded Brot the sdvance

[ ¥ e el S

l‘ -—\/ ‘*: "‘ —_—
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elep the ey Guinor ZI-Fhilirpine axis grocecd cracwrrenbly with eparations
for the crcburs of the Vzndubes, bhob o strebopic bosbin: foree be establicned
in Suea, Sindom, oad waipun, sad Lhat the adr boabrrduent of the Hetherlsads
. . : o T R NP4 3
Tost Tndies and the nonbrolisation of Rubsul ba inbensified,
The Joint Staff Flannces presenbed the schedule of Preille operchions,

. which aprenrs on the followin s pase, Lo the Joiak Chicls of Ctoff for plonadng

P
bt

rurpoges 0aly.
Tne achedale for the outhuest Poeific corrcupcaded elrost exaetly to

the tirebable of IO IIT ond reb with eorecieat frop the Joink Chiefs. It
did, hewover, nresend o number of busie quustlons. Conerzl Jiraold introduced
ene ol thess 1hen he surrocked that conflicts over alloeshions micht develop
netimen bhe Conbral and Sovbhwect Pocific co~ @nds, This roint wis nob dis-
cussed ab presh loasth, bub Lhe Uavy resreserbasives clesrly surporbed settling
21l guestione of mriority in favor of the Cwtrel [ueifie, lecording to

=4

odrirel Ddag, divideads were grecber ioa the Ceabrel Foeiifie, tnd nothing
23
should interfere wdith theb cvnoim,
Conerel Jameld s oore eoncernod »ikin pubting oa reeord o strierend 2o
to the rort strdordde bevbing s to ploy in the defect of Jeran.  He agserted
thet informntion avall-bie Lo hir lndicshod that Jaron hed in rewerve wn olld
surrly of fron one o eas od o held yenrs, Tavs he nelicved bhsb bibbinge ot
oublyin s “reis could be no rore thon senondnry Lo L dircet bo bing of Jarin
. includin: cbued, alrelone, and obher fierories, o well 05 oll ra=erves -nd
relloerice, o sueesbod, Phorclore thal under the J Ao AL Dece~bher 190
ghould . odded Lie itez "Tadtinee Tolodle bo~bing of vwilul Larrebs in Japsaese
Taner Zone! fro. haces in Lorianac Cne of the awwsd ropresentatives, on
the other hond, cvgressed bhn oninton th b otherc vuo st danter in oveﬁrlog}'j.qu‘:j
arers in Lhe Uebherloads iot Indies ihieee, ho stibed, s Loerbod L0 per cevb =

of the pefincrics fror viich Japin 3ms weocuring oil, | mi“; 1,.}f8. I:lDestji S s
tion £ o ern S oty By TR e
w—n--.-..\,.___nm_m - SAINL % -
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LETES1S

Twmania, ~—r ¢ ccoecntrotod srkoz opd bo vrpld thob 2-29%c bo uord from flclds
in rerthrrn L bralis.  Jltheowclh Grrerol Lrnold ¢ eecoplod the fret that luern-
tive tarrcio exdotzd in the Indles, he ovrored any VLT aireraft to thet
theater. Be finaldy wroed, Loievie, to inserbting the [olloslnn statenent
urdor the dete 20 July 1944: "Initiste V. L.E. borking of vital turgeto in
1VIW" Eut ke aorccd, ondy vith bhe vndershardine, thabt this vas for wlanning
2
rurpes. ¢ rothor bhen an cebuvel comrdtn=nt, -
By 2 Decenmber the over-oll plan for Hre defcat of Jaron bod been amenic?
mnd errrceted by bhe Cogvined Chiolr of Jtaff. Tl reviced vorcion of tle
vehodule of opsroticns chiorid no ekanges in thut cvbmitded Ty the Jednt Chiefr,
tuk Fhe breic asgurptilons hod Leon ra der Iy alterod according Lo rwrerctleone
oririrully vade by the Cerbincd Chiefe rembhe t-force wt the Mandront confcroree,
there en aurreclaiion for tho defect of Juom cub-dbbcd by the rlonrers had
Loen rojooted an brine fos eor ervetive Yhoth wus to Hlr cwerall dire reqnired
to dofeat doram end wo o failurs o provide for the fulleck uce of molern

and wkricd mothede,!  Ivbresuent envrecistions on Lhe fore fvbjoel Lod nloeo

LY .

tuon rojoebed for civdler rocceons, Ca 05 Dowerbher bl TWOe Chielr of Thall
kel gueegrsod o Uee Joird Flowores et o ooedr vLim be dromoap tucod on the
atfemtions Bhal oot dnverion of thc rweln Jowonere irlondr riobh nol ke

fh

peeoroary, thul Gormuny veuld T e ferdel by Bhe rrrinee of 1944, wnd biud
o

th

Ypredn weuld cwbor the o wainlt Japap chorbly @ fhor ile defezt of fermany.
Trerenfbor gt loorh on. Coveloreonl bnd (recurored @ore erdimictic rervrrbticre,
{n 23 [ orabor ot Teberen [archol fialin 124 dnfore<d rreo-e mrerent b the
plecery corolen ¥hed the [ usclun forecs in the Iox Tund couls Tr ured only

for dofence wntil they . re imercured stomb vhrez=fold, n] thot thir »onls
E&\F
SRR ST N Tl P ——
- w-_"\""_‘ -— ‘-t»t-., oy o
"“'--.,1\,,,_*_' k __-. ——

— i ot
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not Bt vlree wnbil e eopitadotion of Morrasny, T1on, e rdded, Wy

o

onr corron Iront ve oball vin,”

Cr 2 Leecvkor, then, there oo rocd fo-tificqdhion for chencnr in the
Lrele asgusinbicons avd hhe owr-211 echeents ol carllisor nlans, Tre niv oofwin-
biohe pdribliod dhe coceibilitie 2 £V od ovn o adr hizelofdr T intrneive nir
vehordnint frem recororcively odvrmesd hasse ri-nh o egcrnlich the dofpot of
Joran vitheut cebunl invecion, ikt Comoony micoh % defead @ in ko -rrein-
ard thot Tmpcis mighd onbre 0 vur geon cDberm wwde, Tl orineiple (- cegented
Whab the opcreticre in tro fouthroct wrd Gontril Frellic kheolors rhowdd procced
cereurrontly aod to mubtwslly svprorbive, L11ied revnd foress vort Lo Lo de-
pioyod to support ruceccrive ororatiers in bobth thezbere, and tronefer of
foresg ond rescurces from cue arca to anochblrer vas ecnbtipnlatzd. In ezne cone
flicke in YLlrdny and wllcesticn of rerne® chould develop, mrioriity vas to o
given to ke oo 1 of thr Cordrsl Tueifie, "roretdenr in 1t Comlril Prelfie,:
it vur coneluled, Yprovdso wihb Rhds 100~ 2 rove rapld wdvonce tomurd Jowan und
her vital lines of corvunloukicny the oarlicr se~drdiblen of rirabtorie sir
oo elowor Be the Fovelondy and, of orocohort L mowluanae, wre ~ore 1ilelr

to proeinibate o dooloive comocerent LBl Tbe Jurnarers fleet.V

» =
3

S ofeeliricn to pive vrrioriby Lo wny obhor enmraim aweopt cne throuch
the Joutkr 2ot Faeifie to the Fnilirwince rom Adraetly counter to ihe vis'r of
Cenersl 1 elrtiar, Tre Lubbor Fod -oxhod ovk "II0 IIX vith the wiorcbanding

"

thot hiz fore-r woudg B0 Lini'od, ith Pheb rrerdre T ourocod o

A

Sicreriich

of offors in two Toeilie theabrzre, In o di-wecion o0 LY~ recent ecnmelv-lons

o)
f=x
i
[y
-
[l
i’\
O"
e
3
k]
-
(]
]
[
-

S~ on 2 Uoaerrir, Ooa ral Lobherlird, velrthurts chief of
ctoll, cacs nore wras piad tre Indiorls Becler b clhraborie cddadive trod

sheni i pnreclotine

]
£
[ ="
o
5]
[nd
o
el
124
3
[
FEe ]
)
e
o
e
—
f.r.
';.:.
0
=
o
i
o
§3
1503
o
g.:.
!" Y
L]
3

pr‘r;u“:';ur-:; revin b Jomanwes £re PRilivcir -, 104 Yo creurine of that
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e ¥ s, i Y BN R iy
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LY 4
o JI=15

44,

trehivzluno up o Yooz, IF voudd to rogritde to vound ko bing c Blaclr aceined
toniere, otlor yirebuerd, rhipning, ~ud eorwoniecctions rnt to louneh e areeult
Foodne® Bie JWine coutt. Thooo wital rrpvie, 3% ios corored, 1 ovls ondl Tev
tn oli=gul sir defnoe br the Jdartnors,  Trme feur off Hre cnzryfy rajer voiats
. or vauly ar venld ko hihes oil, wuval apd rorekant Sidwedre, and olowe 211 b
ctroneth in e alr,

Svblrlard Mr dlrcuc-ud three voeolbls rovlcog o $k- Thilir=ir-c. /=
orrreuch fren ' cutho st ndn be Jraeritod ce on frendsl aitteel orith Iirdied
rocribiliticos Tor vevel retlon and vith harcee dlclmd Prer $Fe ~ouress of
cucdy.  wn wbbrel throv-i the Corlral “reific sar elco orrersd by "viverd-ra,
Ih 1ould neccpitade nopordes of cockorne akbzels curported oy ecurrierek-ond

n

cviatlen o cin b diobond rolnte Y orcuihly orpunired for Velince crd cur=ort-
ol By Lund=vnce § -vicoblen.  IH wondd thuc tg'w o Svenboes of lroriecte vroe
ine renperr, tub - ould fuil bo s us of hew rowefvl dr oirepsth, ard
co veuld wob emwiey "in elfecblve corbinsticon the throo corenbisls of rodern
eomkabs Lud, rea, wnd ndir po v fubterlond furlleor sweocrbzd thabh the
Gondrol Fuellic ororution Wi s tirwd en ap old plan, Trorascd ordginalis on
The aosw. sblon thol Juvan hod talon the Fhilirrin o bui rod Jorneo, the 1T,
Vuloya, ond Surnz, wad sbal wauchrodin vewlds vt oo eelleTle bo hooe dbc

counberof foncive, Turtlormore "it e Sravn o ibhens T arer cisdldion off

e pouir and of rrogor crployriont of olorn avistlon, :xnd ik proccced Lo

Cuilerlond urped thet e cwiroirm he nounled Trem the Soubhuert Facilie,

- P

arpuiag oo follovot The nbbael vould > Jeunehed fre~ w %Trze eloro-t bo hte

objcetlve cnd ~ould fdviren rradnct the o oost 1ickhly oreondisod rorbicn of ke

b N

+ - m o e

R N .

- & vt '1'
L .
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cromyle dofences, Ih cowldd ke vode by ¢+ cerdivehbion of <irborne oné cea-
iorne orzrotions, trsisted by Bl o flret rrd alver surporcsd Yoy the o1l
rorer of lumd-brocd < visklon.” Almogt Troo the ctart of the corruirn, Ya
ro criul ceretogic offeed” voulsd bo everted on prar-by and vitsl wredusticn

(] *

erens snn ghlnping router, Dy follovin s Wlo orospocive rireos onblined in
RO ITT, end in ¢ of the li~ited w roweces avelloble, Soublluest Freifice
forcer voulld raieh Dinccrao by Tobruery 1945, Thic vould be "a -ajor clrr-
togle vietory. Jaran'c obility he tuer tir could b curhailed dveedintelry
ond rrogrercive deterioration rocultin- Aivrebly Frer irsk rov: Tould 2lore
Iring atoul her defezb,Y  Geperdl Luilerl-nd copliicl-cd ble volnd thal tho
1i=ited recovress wrrilnble to She raeilbie forcer Yol fdebcrrined the tige-
Buble and bl geors of 72..0 III, Iic declered, on e ofisr vond, Shot il
o Feeifie vere roteivipe [irel rrierdly in ren cad roboricl, o tue-rren~ed
utiack, cne fren the Souwthvoct and en~ frer the Conbrul Freifie, would be
Z3
desirablo, .

Letually Conordd Toelrbhur cag leeking margr of ke peaulrerents for o
row rfvl ofensive, COo: of bhe rout Irrortsnt of hie reeds vas airersfi, The
Sifth Jir soree in Colober of 192 eccaricield of 1 3iphi, 2 o dbam, srd 3 beary
bogter yrover, 5 fiohler rroups, £ broep etrrisr prower, 1 rhoto rowadren,
and 1 ndceht fichboe detockmont, Io Jontert o, Comewr]) Moolrthur bod been in-
Tormed thet bhe folicine pAditiontl wnler tore rlorred for his bhesler vitkin
e pexh L0 Anyas bhe 312tk Dok véoord Geowp (D) itk 35 =001z olready

ig the tbonlor and with 33 nore on roubeg the £3th Fichher freoun Tith 31 P=)71s

un rovhe nd 69 obtrr bo e rhivec g wrd the AL3Eh Iiels Viddider foundren with
i
(=
2 P=T0's, totb of the loedier wnite 4o dovard in Jute Lonlopbor, I me

clco wdorrhood bhab on oViitloral 1irht herier ~roun tnd r coeend ndebh Tickker

30
- - ’)\
cou-dron 168 tren sllotbed for enrly cldpr-nh, Y ?Tf

i

e e uujL,,\“ Jp"ﬂ‘f WATIY

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

7 ri Ty e e
:...JJ.E‘I.H"lé W’ !j ’ ‘)’ . ]! J IH =t :!;6

I TR e e

tervape the not % eritiesl rced vur for rors fictker riveroft. [t
thic tivs b cvy altachs cn bobh  evok and ¢rlopl 1ore beine plarred. Trece

or.retien: reouwived Tirwhore with "ranee, fire pover, eried, rete of clird

&)
ot
o

=

and rocluverchbility® in thet order of priority. The Fifth dr Foree ro
. the P-33 uz t e motk d-rirable plore for . cneral wmiccicns, The fire por-r
of the F-L7 mede that plone ropul-r, bus itc chort rane and ihs rinsle rotor
detracted fron ite wo-fulneer, . ccordires Lo Comeoral renaey tkere vac Ya vgb
gifference betioop the norole of pilebs flying twee-onpired fickbeors end 1kors
2]
fiying sinrle enmined fipbbers over o o o long cxpancos of v':'s.ter."h

Crneral Torrey woo not cebicflcd wlth bie P-32 slrcncth, Po vas anbh-
orized 270 - ireruff for cix itwin-engine samndrons. Thor redchine a high of
22 P-38"c in fopbumbor 1943, the rawtcr feclinesd Lo 150 in schrunry 1944.

Fe nud lont 20 im Jwwck, 23 in Sonbord-r, ond 27 in Cetobor., In rd-iticn
%o thene lecres, there vere rorkrne 30 otherc "which eouln not be ceonordeally
repaired in doyobo.”  The srrivele had uob corpencated for theoe logees, and

-

Tfor the rexh fowr ronths ¢ ve wo promics of oo dolrg, YTron hioverber throursh

LS

Jaxuary, 55 P-28'n arrived end 7/ vere Jogh, The »ifth Jdr Torce vos reduced,

thrrefore, o 2 depob recerve of libthle rorc ihon 10 rap eent inshend of the
e
viilerired £0 ror contb.
The . or Duovardnont ras fully comnizens of Kervoyts lock of fignbers.

It voe frecd, heyover, with Uhe old mrebler of dhacber rrleriticy, The Ticnth
. 4ir Forec at thds blve Tag esrrying oub ko oovy reidc groln toindustrial tarsote

in Coriany. (o 14 Colober 1943 30 hod hit Scehieinfurt, Sore 500 Cerman fichb-

crs hod roh thal atiscek mnd Imocked down 60 Azerlesn ho.vy borkors., The vocd

there vir for lonee-rungs Tiphtores comrennently Gonerzd Srnold informed lenrey
<L

thut the bar Torartend tad decided to cend all P-Zl's and F=331c {0 the United

g e e —_—
GOV ikt -

M*
Cobtnd Y Rr Dui MR ”:
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\uﬂ"’ Prraran SRR, o MM

Minpdem during Loverbor sni Uecnbor, wnd lhat F=L7lr cerc Lo ro to the
33

Souchreot Foelfic co a substitube,

Thiz meant sn vnercecdensed flor of PL7%s cervors The Iweific,n- the
woar Cerarirent vae alrcedy eordtbed to sending 10 5ith Jifhiler Geevn couip-
rad vikh 160 +hunderbolic Lo bhe Difth Adx Porer. ITrzdiabely oftor the
cukstitutien k3 boon decidod uron, Concral srnold direcizd thet come S50
P-LYr b Acliveroed Lo Jermoy ouring Lovonier and Yoeovker, (ne nelsanc
orbinletionlly atrhed Sthat 270 vore bo Jorart in Vovent v and 100 in Fenollrp
Thin cclir ke <mo ecnriccred cubisfeelory by the 17tk Adr Zoree, and i1 e
deelded o roplven the F=39'c, P=4i0'r, crd P=400's in eirhd vetoron figbber
rrgmdrons tofore eowdinping e werr Zolh Group.  Dveh pnpndren i oo bo he

woglrned ondy 20 uireredd wnlil 21l cirbh vere brouchd un bo thot ote nth

and eufficionnh oAditiconal P=L7¢ < zre cvailshle to wrovide thenm vibh the
s
authoric o mnbsr

e ehief obsherle in the say of cormldoblngs tric rroyqrun uvan e 1aelr of
chiypine, Wher rireccft sure chinned doel=Jeonded or ereLcd on earpo vetegels,

deck-lowicd en bunl+wre, wnd eroded inbo sdrer Db ezcriers. Ohe normal deliery-
tine for eurpo veroels wnd torloers vpon - Lich P=L7'e covid bn shipred vas epnrovi-
mabely cou mondh, while corricrs could 1ake tie trip in Jo-s thon three vese,

Cre earrier, the 17T Copakea, vhich ecvls esrry crrroxdivztely 60 P-47's, wes
sekeduled for the Prelfic route, but both ermoy asnd "acirthur urpsd thet

coveral others te allovled to spied dollvirico., It 1vee §iffleult, Lowevar,

to convines OFD end Le oury of the wepeney of Tignter rhivtwents ot Lhie tlo.,

The lLavy srpwert vas that no orercticns tien in nrorpreb juestificd the olver-

rieg ] 35
gicn of o errricr sldeb noulo , Tiur, wroterilonabely roduec/etriliing rocr.e .

L OPGETOrS Al rods, hgreror, o dnerendips v flov of Tifhber aire~T

>, - L P oA s
rrafis he thoe Freific. withoush the Dwwy refures bo  00dm oh nuo tiopal =
ST _ w!_ . 5 !_} N l)»lv ._‘l"- o ¢ 1,_;‘:1
——g KE ot oy l:fi_ll=£! toh \”’\iv“t"!!u.}l '\,:v’
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carvier in Locenber, ih adwimecd Fhe £ailing dote of oo aleo ody aoolens” o

l—!

10 Leeerdor, anv arried bo elloh fowr fast banlers, vihdch covld earry a totod

of porhaps L0 fightcrs, to the Sovthwert Foedfie rouke, In wfditlenm 30 esrro
rucele nrd 7 tanters vore rehaduled bo rall from Yom Fronelsco betreen 20
. lovember and 20 Loeordkir, Thero tould ezrey arrroximately 160 airccaflb,

wetunlly from Oetobor throurh Uecnbor, 45 P<231g and 707 P-ATle srrives dn
36
u.’llStT:lljJ;lo
) X The War Department
Conoral Lervoy vuao ohlill diseatictied vith ohe oifoabicn, had ine

Yorwsd bir can 18 Toowbor thet hir raat) erizod 20 ror esnt ro-erve s £0 5Ye

clude thore aireraft under repair wrd crection, rrd Lhoh ronithly replocsrent

"~

would not {low at o £imed rabe, bub wouwld bo wSiushad Lo selimal locres.

ol

[l noo

foinoy dncicied kv thin did nob mecd hic rcouirce-onbc, that bis nllocated

~trength rhould inelude only plemes thoh vorc able to £y or hzd Tlorn in

-,

de thetber und twpe tiine ropuived.  Horsey won bic wednt, Fe%2%c, vhich
kad been cebedulcd for the fonth Feeifie, - 2rae Aivorbed io thre Southwert
tecumie, (e Comrnl Arnold itrobe to L. Oon. IHllrrd Hurgon, "Yon wore just
g LibELe Tib YPalt and . . o Ferncy ioe sotbineg for bobdred,® L8 ¢ oreondi
L7 F-38%s In ed8ition o 20L P=/7tc vero liched for cerorture to th “cubhe

e Faclfie Loticon 23 Leeedker 1975 wpa 30 Jamury 1977, 1L twe ¢ o=e b3z zy
“Tior o conlh roner Vith Gonered Narcholl, aoold fo2idfed o audhorise thre

. 37
1ifeh Adx Toree o 70 incfend of o 50 ror cont Japot rocerve in ficltere

- - A - LI L. ] i - - 1,
. Thie imerec ed Lle:, Iurre no it 1or, 016 not arrreeinbly dnercuse the

-

oirl murtor of filect-line Clekbers in the trosbcr, (ndy orr n-~ proup, tre

ih, v odiled, e rozdoser of tre v nlrorafh @ v to replace Bhe Topne

oul zidrerafi thabt bud Toon L1yine cinee 19474, OAldocabicons of Lichit bemlbore,

. - v e e e oa = oa
=

) i

f"‘; DT
il ik“ U 1" H i l
THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW E 12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

LAFTE-16 M - 49

A e OIS ey
cn the otler hunu, provider for e ne -rouwc dp bhe YAtk Jir Yereo,
Thieo net, voibs vloyed un irrorisal pard i the conpidorcticen of fuburc
orzritione,for top thor vith b 24 Croun, cqulpr:d enbircly with \-F0'c
by Jonusnry 1904, they were sehaduled to rerfors runy close eccoperchion mice
clong ag boe L1licc Srowv werose Loy Dulnou. Neverilkelecs, by 1 Febrvory 194/
the AL7Hh Sorberdrond Croup, although iks porconvel had riached dho thenter,
Iz not receiwd ibts nireralb, ond the 2158tk had Yoon flyin~ corfab rirciems
for only a renth. %ho roncen for bhie vas o cembimusd lrek of W-20%n, the
preferres 1irkh borers. YTrer Yamvary 1o Lenbozkor 1943, only 13 hod roacito
G Sovbls rob Preific, Trer when on the rumtir iners arsd, wlth 45 in Tenlezler,
“l in Ucto”::r, 2 dn Leviuker, wnd 35 dn Toeerbir. Treie TOre no mors bho
crcuh to enulp the 346 Croup; =o bhe JLTLhW flen, I=/00e unbll e ridolc of
33
Jannery vhan cuflieient J-2012 cre oveilable, Luring € pericd 1icnt
komlor rxeivels, alfboust olo =r then proros:d in come of bhe rubhesr vrite
coprdtmonts, novertheler  ecorrocpondod alront exmetly to Plaurce eifd do
39

heirey by Geornlred arold iv Lovworirr,

wdElonids no wet §2divs torkardnond wndus vere alleoo Lod de Bhe Loulkeo ot
Freifie Suwing the el of 193, wproblerr ctlll oxintel ar Lo ke mb-r and
tyrs of 2-25% 1o Ve wlleccted Lo Lhe Lifth Jir Doree. For podimm horbnrdrants
Gopore 1 ion oy Duvered lomlovel el Lrew ogudvnsd oidh oL lesot oickd L D0=oal,
iChlie, maw:r Lfirdeoe Teormoowd, Yab ln .o vl the £irch of e nev T=050' hud
Vo ool o 70—, ron and o B0%'¢ firine foriovd., Thie crmansnb Tad
1 o copcioored quibte iIncdorunie by the SiPth Lir Jeree. The rorvies eormnd
Lid sbronobhoned the Suedocc and offehed of bract fowr rore AO0Ve, Ifnwy

v d coms hor: Tor this PYeoofod-up” reikl, but bod not chanped ferlicr evinlons

aboul khe eunron, lie wriued thobt ood arewnd of »woirhh o rove walushle in

¥
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Leochdes pany s bleb Mihred vers L Liobb ol ridel dn oo ocinede pun,h cod ine

-

eictes BLab "Adb cirkt oC0-eul. rachire pong hir ctrclors kud Liddde Sila-

eublies Goan Fbe Ceck fim of Lobidey ablaelvd up Go and nelviing
/0
ohe, Jorcpeee Iirhi eyuls o,

sy Bhe 2iddls of Celobur, rreduclhion of b= 2-055 Yod erarcd, cnl falvre

o

clleeniirnr sor o v Srn F oand J ref-le, Lenncy tod virorovely complein:d

gioud coriain rroror.d cirgeeoboristier of bhe S=Dfh v Juach rmd Denbs Ty,

end it von learcd Hhed bo sdobd refuce to plive 46 o Dule trednd,  Llecoriingly

(Mt
Goeored Gllee weyrd  wrce 7 Lo ccniueh tke Looh pomoencily ro Bhat Phic boye?

wouid nol inflvcrce Lo recinicne Tho =057 roc~sad gn rockr Bo ok Tecoh o

of woriey? obiceliens, 16 Lod provicsios for g co-piloh, thien tre L. 4Ld rob

Luve, twi Yor iolirchuncuible Yoo rifcr cnd ol Whemun rervp, The elrdd =om

roc. vie rurbioulorly d-lira’ e for 1o =lowel cirafins, b 1L vos noh ol
/1
reehed thut ~ueh < ociel Tould Toowwidluvln bofore Srril.

-

Ferae Loporbiot thun Lhe ftyr. of T-05 sar brne muellr fe Lo ellecnted o
pEnh loelfic, Lith thwo: vodirr borh riciph  reure, (Laorid oL onrey

tag cutherdond A bobcd of PAY rirercite In Dokl ip, (olo™ir, wmd SewverTor

e ingd crreond: bty Del ww” v oca Fend dn il dheciler, o0l fe e

Troon brnl in W oovrtcons oo coned crvbly fooor Aban e sodloelise 3 oCTrangubn,

A

Come plunes oo bedno recdfied ln oo lion coroto, wed ethers Fod not 0%

Toen poedonafe Ca 1% Bovw® v L fowin oo 11 Looesrr, Do cmnpls , Llere

vere only 180 B-R5'e oorlimed to U gowddrens il of trege Bliee 1ore ro roww
L0
o

dim 145 4o coricrich.

ooy Doored over nopregber decline in nmollir. e rivieni ctren~tie,

-

I ediflention JifMevitics in wbe THite) Looten o0l S35 reion o oblor iheqbors

B -— T me & e — A m—
_4 ol L * B
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L glored domn the fleu of EZ=25%s ho the Jifth Adr Jores Lo such tnoevhent
thot the four cquedreons of bhe 503 Grovp ¥ad no more than 35 areipmad,  isnroy
telieved, furthorierc, bhah there vas 1M1ls erenec for sn o orly drvroverchf,
The HA3 Groun ioe o Vmillusme-sltiiude® orrinlration, end only one of tbic 4o
Lorkor, de B=25D, kod areived in Cetobiw, and neke opo cxmzehed in loverior.
¢ oenty-four | ore sehaduled Lo laive B Tulbeo Stntcs Inoioverier, bl forrer
oinked owih bhat Bhece rdibb neh arvive bBafore the enl o 'Jﬂnu&ry. Crarral

T

"rrolt tor porc opbirichic nod vreured Nopegr op @ Lovertir Yot b ocxwoeted

iho roauire? elrenvth of 282 podive horters bo To orozelad in Decorber. e
odded cir vecks loter Tkl 117 2-25'g . orc cchrduled Lor Jsrartvre refore fhe
ored of Jexwnry, and thub bhe Vnroroced overchrength vovld pornit the reburn of
older mcfelrc for trainming in the Tnlted Stalec.” The troveosd ocvervehroncil,
hovewor, 1oe robd Lo eleb ynkil Uareb.  Llthooek 7H B-25's of 411 types cerivis
kot een Cobelbor 1S5 crd dlr cnd of Ecltrvary 1ML, 0 - ore lort, and bio muor-
tor on Lond chovew o rrodus) coclire durine thoro onbls fros 765 in Coloher

42
Lo 224 in achbrunry.

The GAffievdliy inm ohbodning Z=35': togethrr vith r roed for wers hesvy

bofoere curposhed bo Corered fovney o rlan for comerhins the 234 Trevy fo a

boevy borbor orprmizablen, Eo el taen ewrzledely ven ovwr by ile perfermerce

kel

of the 2=Zi mmd ccncidered it rore flewible gnd efficicndt iran the L=25 for

Uicvel borfdne at both rivdmvn ood wich eltitude.’ In o lobtor of & Uoverker
ke reinted ovt to Teperel Sreold bkab ke T Iperabive btuarcets din tle floptk-

weckern Sren #8213 ac oueh irportant ohicoliver ¢ - Lok end Tebavd in tle

Lortheast, ith three heovy rrovps, of ~%ich ont rw £llott~i emly 35 wlanec
- . «“w— n.-.k -
r - B (Wi Ly
-t w . Al e

Sl WiGRig - ey
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in its buble of orprniseiicn, be foumd it Gifficult o sodntein Jdistont
kerbing @ btacke, He teliewod, hovever, thub if o fouwrth proup vere odied

Le "eould bibt & dovasiotinem blon at any core roint over o threc theoveond nile
are or covld mainbein ctendy progeure on coveral torpets doponding en the
nrede of the cilvotien.™ Feo erdevluted tknt the ehance vhdich he hed ouepeoch=

<d weuld require fov o dildenal rrrcoarol fronm the Tnited Statrs, or oh lenek
£,

-

Lr errorierecl erara eould ke node up Tron fte 228 Grour oo conctiiul 4,
Traney's eonflécnes in obisinine veco rary voroenrcd Por ronow heovy
tewbardnonb orgrnireisien eould net hove rdonded to securina rore cireraft.
sren the eurly swesr of 1943, ke bed Yoen ctrupcling to obhoin 197 Leuvy
Togtern, che number ouliorized fer his throe rrours nluc o 50 rer eent rozoree,
{n & Cetoter Comercl sacold rediced Fomney that whille *tepehines plocc® for 167
be-xy borters sore ¥ohill ccheelrs throuch thie Hevdouerdert,® ib o rcared
thoh the Y10tk L Foreo aebunliy hid 205 en ke rad, n vreof, ~ccordine %o
wruold, bt BUe pemetlre s neecmnlich thiner here bco,M Thic alrect jecular
realo rosoune cave Lerroy a Yehue'le," cinee he roinde) ocub tkat Cehober
flourcs ¢n he'wy berbirs ineluded 22 2-17'z 21l of rhick hud teon in the
45
theater cineo Cehobsr 1942, :
Devertinleose hoovy bomkor otroncth produally dnerearcd during $he £inol
veomvhe of 1943 and ire owrly wonthe of 1974, Jron Celeker throwrh sbrusry,
TO B=241c vore lesh ard 142 were roceited, The nurler on bend Dluetusted ~oroe
That, bub by Lebrowry 197 there vore 212 Piveb-ling i L0 recond=live E=0/Tc

pri 20 record-line B-17'c on tumd, b Tired thores hod been core ornoriticn ot

L Foodauartorse dn wepord to the vrorecod eesvercicen of o rdive to & heary

grouw,  Lho Chicel of Gprrabionel Florg Livicion, for cxarple, sbated on 2
Decembor th~t cuch o chenre. yar’y 1;_15‘&“ cible 13thin the Trarcverk of thoe =272
e - = a-y 1"‘*" ‘.,“ 3
-
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. Group fregrar, and accerted thet the peceibility of rintoinine« an odditional
ey oreun in cordl o oaca aireraft unc erirenzly rovohe.  defore tha end of

bho menbh, thore o zp irdicotion of o rore ponercur nllccaticon of reuavy

tombers shen OO inforrod bonsey tkat the 320th Crcup v o be aullorized
. a walt cowirzent of 48 ipctond of 35 B=0i'ce CThortly blerealisr Cencral
Eermey crrived in  cohingtor wnd Legon to press for wnotler rroup, oy 7

Japuury be hed rode hdp point,  the 224 frcup vue o ko comverhod with oo undd
equinzeol of 48 3-llcy the firedt of there wore teo leave the Undfcd Stobes on
1% Jaruzrgys end oll aireraft eerplete with ecombat crovn vere bo crrive in ihe
L6
theater by Hhe enw of the ronth.
Uot only vie heavy striliing pover of the UV Lonker Cemrand Taine strengtie

- *

ened by the proving nunbors of B-24's, Tub ils effcetivencrs wan boine impreved

»

LR

by koo ofdition of no- typoe of eowipment. One of thz woch irporlent devclor=
renhs oo the arrival of S=24's coulrped with blind-torbing coulpnenb. Tho
ollecaticn of Lhoire bo the Tifth Sdr Toves vac to bo of dishinet -dventace,

£o Tthe Joransoe hed chon conciderable nbility in clireine throveh an air
blecksde mdsr covexr of Jurlmoesy, Llthovrn B-171s ond Z-2/1%s of the /74 (nd
o0th Grevres hod probubly fle.m rora ricornciocanpee than rebual bombrrdrent
corbicn, their rerorts of chipping vere derondent entirely vpon visucl oli=
corvation. Ielbor cyuinrad for arncd vieoarmaiscaree ricciong ab nlekt vere
ILYTs of bhe T3 i of neval vnihe abtteehrd do tho IifEr Lir Toree. Shoce
cirerift - ere esvinpsd itk the inforier (OR=3L1, the fir % developnint nzde
in oir-to-curfuce=ver ool rodoy. When ridur conbneh B @ koen zo 3o with the
curfoee voocel,the pilot £l cul of mamrs of T furysb%e anbinireraft Ce-
frpecs lone e.cush Lo coboriine Bhe mwlor of ersry rhlipe rand Bhedr rpocd

wnd dircetion, LTter o arsih vag checosn, wecfi roily o chdn thed vas legging

COITNLTEL T T eme——a— - — ﬁ
i . - .
Uy e L
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or oul of poritiom, ik ruirr orsrobor “hored® ttr pilob over 1t, rrd borb-
Vol
irg vas then dere vicuclly.
The Follg mado an arasing record io opilc of Ghedr roor redar eomnivrent.

TLe erevic rere ¢rrerigcreod rnd trew the limibutions of bheir eoquirzent., They

. uenelly 1oy Bhree pabrols o virab, {(re report of Janvory 1907 stuiod thed
A
to dobe trere hid nob bioen & nirht sben o 0" hid net toon oud, Yarly

in 1943, hovovir, Concrul nonmey hed Lolb the need for nore vw-ie-fute eouin-
b vhdch eculd vob only leesbto the torp b ot bomb it vithevt viousl cide.
Thie fyp. of boxbing bod teen under chuly kofore ‘meordieuls cnbry dinko Hle tmar
both in Lke Unitcd Slete- and in oplird, ond dn Iy fonrey bed been nroured
that coms Plint-borbine stlachronto vewldd b avelleble o him in Foly, 3%
this he Led rent one of Yo reort cwrrirresdheavy terdor riloin, I'oi. Tamsrd
e c00bb, dre, wed w konburdicr tho bd doro cenclirroble nictd to~bine, Ii.
Trodorie’s O, plelir, Lo ~obdneton,  *lere -en rore to Pe ncrlrmed for tradre
ine in e dar Torbine nnd vore Lo return 6 Bhe Loulliesi s eific vibh ke
Lirct B/ Ve cmpdrred for Bkt or r blone . The need Tov teoininge sme e obe
X Than ol fir<d dragbdoed Preanee of M cvocinalized nard wrndberted nalures of
We couipront, and Iernpey hed wion Infeoriwd before the wnd of oy Lok the
fired alrernft 1 ould rot ke roady for chivamb wnbild Certophor 1943 ard a
comnlobe wnit wrobobly nob wnbil Cetobir, Tk vac Ty doedded Bk four

=240 fren the Loubkrost Foeifie's Juns slloesbicnr ord eirhb rore from the

. July veer o Lo medifiel for Ulind herbine oo opoon oo ovellsble, A L. Froo
tin Yearey regquec .o bheb they bave kobh nogo ond sail turrebes anl Wree-Liring
59

tothon ponnd
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Sy 10 Ootor. £y, 13 U-N4D%e eoniryo) fer Plind hovbins Lod rocelbsd Mo
leutlrcot Fusiflie, They viore dredintely seedensd Lo ibe 228 Torksr'rent
trpefren o renleesrenls for 12 R=L7LYc rxd 1''r vhieh Fhu veteron orcorndsue
tlen beud beon flypins for the veob 32 ponbhe, The »odrr cowirmonl of tlie T2/ 1s
Iron o L3 (Low ultitude Lork.rd~ont) ecnriri»d of the DO0-T7LY3 Cea Joreh
Ladar (o), the interero sbor-r croppor, [OP=789, rad o mridor of oftor fo=
vicer incluviing, wn ~ILirchor, J/AFI-1, and o rod-r  eors Tor the bembirler

LN

und a borbe-reles oo rmoekanics Imen oo J2/LY-8, In ordhe of (he feebh Bhoth
the projeet had Lesn vrler dicewrcion ciree "y, tho erevr thed marred ko B2/ 10
1Ty Rl arororcd Fov i--odlgse orrrabicres,  The nilois bnl v d ecrocraiivcly
livhle =7/ Llyive birc cod 2dzof no niohdt flyins in the Literator, e

-

“dur ourrniorn bBrd Fod dngulficlond troinine in le ues of BYedr eornldic 4=

L]
“h

P
)

cadrr ook nd hnd drovws me rore thuin Slve vwroehler loshe,  echnicione oone
reectd iRl S projeet Ted not honn Turnlched viBh b lowot bro lrmortond
Teelxdend ronerts rrlor to thedr Jopariturc, wnd b te orurd rmach tize in
oreiving ni ecneluricns shieh lead voon re ibldekd an B Tei'cd Shabes ~onile
tfore, accordins to o report Lfrem thr Pitth Lir Jore, "l eroce in errorod
Joere rob sold on Tle poroibilitios of bhic condiprint rnd ke ase o W o« Brded nll

o0
corks ol v horbins Lweide while Yoine Irdcchrinndsl,

(]

There Uore, rOreoviT, o N ik or ol diceivinlacre dn vring the povr vlsno o
in eortobe T v Jor equipsonl oo o hrovy that bhe bend lowd viae cunrerd
o bave kuen reduecd by 1,000 perrds. roquently, ho cver, fhe €24 Snundrents
Be2ite cbild earried 5,000 youndr of bortes ke cav rmonb Boco vee endt lom,

cino. Bho rudur porctolic opinncr venliecd Rle “oidy lurret. Thic crinrer

cioe redus: 34 Bhe erudping sped of the wlave by Liv +o zoeren allec sn Feur.

Truo the boxb leod v wodvesd by orrrepitniely 15 per cenb, 2nl bhe defsn dw
T . et U
S

- e

- T |.z i
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By Jummary 1944, to evor, Lo conld ogw cbden bhe v lue of tho 1.3
projcebs The ©34 Uwucdron hed flovm 106 coriion of thiek 256 por eonl Tren
ecerpdebed, O thooe Jnecrpleto, 2 hod %win blcavse of rodqr failurc, 12 bo-

. couoe of %11:1::1',1 and /4 racmace of meehanienl trovole, Tholr cortice hed
resuléed In I2 convnels ond A1 abbtach In - ldel b bortordiors feornd 20
kite en? 17 reze Ao ooc. Uiy olaired 2 orching ond 73,000 tonc of —ur-
ch.nt chdnedns sond or Srivsod Surlne ¥4 pordicds ooy vas ~wll plaes

rdeh Bhess reonlbs wnd wrped thalb 10 roec cireendd of Whde hm> ke —ent

irrediztely, 4 %o renl-en thooe loth, «rt 3 - ronih fkevesficr to tob eurs
:-r-
/f)-

of sibritlon,
ihe Ao of o gy dren of P0lird Lorhored ond bhe ceonvorricn of
Blo 220 Porferdr ek Oreon bo 2=3/Vc eoncliorubly clrencthoned th: borkor

-
3

ecrrund, Conareal poorcy, hoover, tor neh ooticficd repecdy vibh rowe Teowy
tozr~, Lo iad bio oyc on Sl dovelorreonh of 4he 3-79, In June 17/2 Concrl
oeledlurte hovdrvuriors bed ronuepite) a3l wre il Ve doto on the b drerald

for vlaywing warper-o,  Gh thfie Lire Loavory sesune ) tkal be i be roer lve Fee

far

teot =09 urdbh, ard brocueeestod kot Ced,  adet L, Toome, formor eor rrdia~
officrr of ik~ COth Croup, comnunt the orwmlircileon rpy: can i1 —ith Yoligr
i chip orewmon® vlo Lad redurn-d o B Toided Chabe Pror ke DI0BR LA
sores, L Coperuld 'raeld rofvecd to ecrrit hireclf rooho Dviur s alleeadicenc

. of B=i9'r, Frefuesion had not i 4 un to ¢ peetailore, +nl ke Jouléd o ro

S &

moru than cay bthal Yricondd 4% o fcelded bo ropd 270 uniber o the (URL, yeu

VLY e notificd eulliedcnildy in cdvane. of thelr srrdvual fo alles Tor vooorrory
53

pronarablons.”

Tiroo month. laber, Oonercl rocld Wincell reintrcvecd the mue~tion,
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Cn 25 Cetobor in u rodio nocewrs, Conorul fermsy san requested Lo cuprors

hiz Pporsonol vieso® on tin ernloyram® of 2-29%e wrdn b Jupan, noowsdng
bhat 100 of V' VLR alrecilt v culd inltinte cwoholnsd enorcticne by

rid-1944.  Lrvaccntly Tcieacy thenrkt thut thils procbleelly susronbood binm

sbho bis vilrnis, 1o cullcd the roscars bhe heot ne o nt kad heord for o denp
5l

time, rrd ithdn four deys o had vreprred o reply,

Coprrsl Iowrey chated tlab the iniblol craignwont of the B-2° chouldd be
Tho Covrive Japon of the cne ersoaticdl covweodiby ohieh ste vurd have +o eorry
cn var--gil.” He rrpucd 1o follovr:

dopua had no rymthetic fuel freililiro Yo amount to onything and thre
loscr of her Yethorlands Uactd Indisr oil vould Yo o fubed blew, iien
her reserve shed’n ure pone, hor nany and her vereiant raring, vhich
Tgunoly the purri-one of Yoy for Duns crnire, veouldld e locked up in
her rarbers ugeble Lo meove. Heor alrplancs end fruvelsr and everything
¢loe doponding on 6il fuel vould o oub of netion. Aith ondly ler
regerve stocke lefh, Joran rould irroedintely have to vudl in her
korne, £he could nob ofrord e roinbepunce of rurricons all ovr
the ohrebeh fron Swratra to tke Tolovons Ii‘ ory of thece distont
aroac s ere abbocked ~he srould think o lon" = b"’fﬁl‘v serding roin-
forcevonis or rolief cxrediiicne shich s oul-! nrﬁ- ordy uce up fuel for
the sransrorbe, earpo vorsels and eccoribing Llect and 4ir vnite tb
weuld wive to born up obill rore fuel to guroly thooe inereccd forces
if they ruccecded in retbineg them therc, The finesd tay in bthe vorld
to coften up Joranese roritlen~ on e rouhe fto o Fuiliopincr and
Jenan io to rob rid of Japon'c oil,

Yenncy nsrerved, forthermoro, bhat over 90 per coph of Japon's oil came
from the Uolbcrlonds Tact Indics vrere it tarn hoth predueed ord rofined, thah
Bevery gingdle oll [Licli, o0il v0ll nnd roficery® oo vithin range of the B=29
curryirg o rdnizum borb load of 10,070 roundr and opwrating from exioting
ficlds vobti-en wreers awd Varming, ord flal berb lerds up to 70,000 pounds
cowld t2 dropred on ofhor iwpertant oil torpets vithin the -we Sumatra, Sinmm-
rora, correo, Tirdanwo, cnd Falwu,
iﬁ, Iy [y pe
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Kenney added the following estimate of oil producticn in the Indies:

The big target is the Palermbang area in southern Sumatra, where
half of tke erude output and over half of the refining is done.
Twenty=-five million barrels of crude and thiriy-four million barrels
of refined oil and gasoline out of a total yearly requirement of
approximately fifty-two miilion barrels come out of the Djambi=
Palenbang-Soengei-Gercng area.

. The obher two important crude production areas are the Sarawak
and Brunei fields of north Borneo, which are good for fifteen millicn
barrels and the Hantau-Brandan fields of northern Sumabra with an
annual production of twelve million barrels. Tarekan and Balikpapan
in Borneo and some other fields in Javs contribute, but are small and

unimportant compared with the large fields mentioned above,
Balikpapan's main importance as a target lies in the fact that

jts refineries are working to a capacity veriously estimated at from

g5ix to eighteen million barrels. A lot of crude oil from the rest

of Borneo is shipped to Balikpapan to be refined. ILutong(kiri) in

north Borneo refines six million barrels a year. Pangkalan-~Brandan

in northern Sumatra refines nine milllcn barrels and Sourabaja, Java,
five million barrels,

In General Kemney's plan for the employment of the B-29, shipping held
second priority as a target. Vith five airdromes in northern Australia
capable of handling 25 B-29's each, three at Dobodura and Port Moresby,
and others under construction in the Markham valley, he asserted that "all
shipping moving into or out of every port south of & line stretehing from
Singapore to Saigon to Manila to the ¥ardianas to the Marshalls" could be
blockaded, He added that such targets as Truk and Palau could be hit with
bomb loads of 20,000 pounds per B-23,

General Kenney believed that using the B~29 against strategic targets

. in the Netherlands Fast Indies would hasten the end of the war, He pointed
out that REI0 YIT had been drawn up in accordance with expected allocations.
Paralyzing Japan's abtility tc maintain and supply her overseas garrisons by

B-29 attack would step vp the timetsbie, he asserted, particularly if ground
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SERVICES A0 SUPFLY

To plan a determined air nagrult upon Jananese~held gtrong-points
in the Bouthwest Faclfic theater reguired not merely combat crews and
aireraft but nroficlent service rersonnel of 2ll kindc and s dependable
flow of suplies from factories to orzanizations in the field. In Cctober
1942 ground versonnel of the Fifth Air Force worked niznt and day to keen
as many og posalble of the few pleanes sesicned in commission. The flow of
nev marts fron the United States could not be relled umon, renalr ond maine
tenance tools were almost nonexistent, poor communications and transpor-
tatlon together with inexperlenced versonnel resulted too often in a general
ctate of confuslon. In order to send out 10 or 20 B~17's in a single attack,
parts had to be scraved together, frequently by robbing other grounded Dlanes,
and virtually all bomber overstions had to come 0 o halt unbil sufficlent
alrcraft had bern wheedled into flying condition.

A year later the plcture was greatlv chonged. Under the direction of
the Fifth Alr Force Service Command, fustralian production had irereased.
Fuel cells and belly tonks, tires end tubes, engine parts, vebicles, and s
variety of other suwnlies were flowing from local fretorles. large depots,
ecploying Toth militrry and sustralisn eivilien versonnel, were loanted at
Irigbane, Tovmsville, and Port lioreebys Sunrlirs fron the United States were
erriving regularly not only at norts on the Juetralian mcinlend but at Fort
lforesby end Milne Bey us —

Although thils increnred setivity was eminently desirnble, in many ways

1% comvlicated rother than simplified suntly and maintenanée problems. There
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were more supplies $o distribute, more eleborate eguipment to maintain,

and more units, located st points more distent from the mein centers of
sum 1y, to rervice. Im August 1843 ap effort had been made to systemize
the sunvly wrocedurs of the alr service comrand, and three months later

. the new systen vas reaffirmed and clarified, Freviougly the depot at Bris-
bane had been the "control denot" for the entire thenter. The new directives
ade over«all control of suoply functions the responsibility of the Suoply
Division of Headeuarters, ¥ifth Alr Force Service éonma.nc‘l,. Intranslt ware-
aouses, estrblighed at Drisbane, Townsville, znd Port loresby, were to
reguisition directly on the Suvply Division and to supply sll zir force
organdzations within vell-fefined arears It was the resvonsibility of each
suonly unit to maintain proper stock levels for ite ory-nization by draving
on the intrrnsit warehouses, to recommend revisions OFf tebles of suply, sad to

excess 2

transfer/stocks to the devots.

The new supoly wriacedure did not imediately eolve the coumtless prob-
lems that hnd bedgered every unit commander from mir forse down t0 the Loy
illest detachment. One of the most bothersome of these wrob ems was to eguip
units satiesfactorily unon their arrivel in the thester. Coordinntion was not
good between authorities at the morts of embarketion snd in the theater.
Issuing azenclee in the Unlted Strtes frecuently informed units that items
in the table of baglc allowances vere to be drawn in the theater. The units

‘ arrived in the theater only to find that the items were unavailsble. This
resulted in weeks of ipsctivitye The 708th and 710th Signal Compenles with
& comvlenment of 708 officers and men, for examnle, arrived at Tobodura withe
out tentrge and cots, For transvortation the 710th had six jJeeps. The 703th

hrd no vehicles whatsoever, end vhat uas worse, had none of its beeie radio
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eculpments As General Yurtemith put 1%, this was analagous to arfillery
arriving vithout g;;::.ns-5

The 712th Signsl Company kad an even more unfortunate experience. It
wag suthorized 15 radar sets. The equirment tras shinred on amnroximately
four difierent vessels, recelvers and transmitters on one, antennee and
tovers on enother, anf so on. By the end of December, the company was in a
staging »res nesr Brigbane, buf thelr r-davs were incomwlete, They could not
even carry on an adesuste training program. It vas finally learned that a
part of their epuipment had been unloaded in New Guines "thereby scattering
the organizationsl equiwment ovel t]‘:gm entire Southuest Pacific Ares with no
one comnlete set at zny one nl-ce. ! #

flumerous other wnits exverienced exgmoles of poor vlanning. The 60th

LDepot Repeir Seusdron, on board the General John FPope, docked ln Brisbane.

After making all prevarations to debark there, the ship sailed for Townsville,
Yamid various and sundry comments regarding the efficlency of the Army in
general." The Eone reached Toimsville on 3 November, but slmost immedistely
herced toward llilne Bay, arziving two deys later. The souadron was then
trangferred to the Dutch steamer Van &_gg_._a_g_ degtined for Port lorestv. Two
and a half days later, however, the ship had not moved, and landing borges
began unloading all versonnel. On 10 November, they were ordered to Yorssby
by a,ir.s

The 1808th Quartermrster Truck Company had an ecually exapgverating ex-
periente. It debaried at Sydney early in Novembor 1943, and traveled 15 miles
by rell to Campo Granville. On 15 Yovember, it devarted by rail for Brisbane,

2rriving there on the following day. On 24 Xovember the surmly officer went

to Towmsville t0 meet the Liberty ehip Frank Yorris, which contained sbout 80
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ver cent of the unitts eauinmeiii;;' Th~ e‘auipmant e then sent to Brigbeone
by reil, a distance of 700 miles. On 22 Uecembar the unit with its equip-
‘ment left Brigbane in the Liverty ship Eranlk G. MHewlends and srrived at
Townsville three days later wkere it remained until the 27th before salling
for lilne Balv.e

The princinal reason for these ani other exsmples of confused logistics
vag that there hed been no policy establisghed which rcoulréd the loading of
personnel and eculpment of the same unit on the same ship. As a result,
equipment might arrive at one port end versonnel at arother hvndreds of
niles avaye. OCne lnstallmant might arrive dsys or veeks after the others.
Thie lack of system hed been freguently nttaclked by theabter commanders, and
on 12 October 1943 Genersl liacirthur mpde & new sugrestion. He resuested that
he be informed at an advanced date in regerd to 21l troops destined for ghipe
ment t0 his theater during o ziven month. He would then notify the port of
embarkation as to the final destination of each unit, and the wort could losd
the troops on ships aceording to priorities snd dectination. MacArthur also
urged that ships should be unlt-loaded, or if this were not feasible, that
organizational epulpment chould be preshipred to the vroper destinstlon, and
that housekeeving epuipment (tents, cots, mess equinment) be "loaded with
troons for firet out &ischarge.“'?

Although General Mreirther's sugzestions were carefully considersd at
Hewdouartera, Army Cervice Forces, he received little immedinte satisfrction.
The ides of designating » destination in sdvance of trotp movements was conw
#ldered favorably, but lacirthurls other polnts vere generally rejected. It
wae asserted that unit=londing was not practicoble in all instances, that

status of enulpnent, of tralninz, and of type of ship recuired vrovidea too
many comolicztlrg factors, an_d. that as & regult unit~loading might lead 4o o
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deley of several monthe. It'urs cugvested, however, thoet Meoivthur submit
a priority list for vhich unit=londing wos particulariy desirable. The sugw
gestion %o preship orgenizetional equipment vas nlso turned down. It was
argued that if this were done, epuipment vould heve to be withdrawm from
units 45 days prior to parconsl rerdiness date," a move whick, it was be-
lieved, would naterislly interfer\a uith training, HecArthurls final reamest
in regnrd to housckeeping eauirment uas sccepted in princlple, but he vas re=
mindeé that such econipwent ecounld accomoany the troons only if there were
sufficlent cargo srace svailable on the vessel-a

The wrocedure of suoplying and egqulpving new units therefore showed
1ittle immedlate lmprovement. In December 1947 Genernl Xenney nttempted to
keep the porte of embarkation adviced as to desired woints of dischrrge for
organlzstional equiprent, but suggested a standerd orocedure of shivping 211
goode to -ilre Bry if ports of discharge were not known. Organirzational equip=
mert, hovever, still srrived on several boats and at serarate ports scattered
fren Sydney to Port llorecby, On B Decem’bpr, the Alr ferviece Command st Patter—
son Fleld anuounced ~ partiel golution. FEouipment was not to be relesged from
introneit depote mnd morts in the }Tniteé Stater unless it were more than 90
ver cent complete; meterlel was to be released "on the first of the month
wreceding the month during which the organization will move to the overseas
destinatiod; the the~ter was to be adviced of the prorosed preshipment and
remiested t0 name debrrkation volnts; and if this informeriion were not fur—
nished, shipment was t0 be dlsrstched to !ilne Bay. This noliey was mede more
palotzble by holdint out some hope to General Kenrey thet a detachment with

9

detailec informriion on a shivment might be sent by mir in sdvance of ite unit.
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Althouzh the vroblem of unit~lozding anc of suoplying units with com-
plete organizationsl eculpment w-s vrobably &t the root of the confusion
In suonly which frced every rir force organization in the Southwest Pacific,
the 6itrficulties of unite stationed in the Fforward. Jungle areas were aggra-
vated by corrodin. vesther and a lsck of troneportotion fecllities, A notge
ble examnle of supply difficulties wes that of the signal units sbationed
in New Guinen 1n Cctober an? Novenmber of 1943, Grouns of svare oarts were
shlvoead from the United Stubes with the aprarent intention of bulldiny up =
nine~month supply which could then be meintained by resulisition, Much of the
radar epulpment in the theater, however, weos 01ld anc in need of overhauling.
Fifteen SCE=270%'s and six £0R~268/516's, for example, had been in continuocus
operation for over = year. 4As o ecngecuence, the parts were nsed um zs they
arrived, end numerous reaulsitions and redio follou=ups failed to produced
additionnl virts. From hard cxperlence, rodar units had learned ths t their
reouiremente in enulvment for exc-eded the table of basic allowances, and thet
dunlicates tere necossary in view of the uncertalnty of regmlar suovly channelalo

Combat vnite 400 ware constantly efflicted with suvoly deficlencioss
Fron time to time in the fall of 1943, the 25th Fighter Souadron lacked fire
extinguirhers; the 80th Fighter foundron, among other things, crlinders and
hogses for hand pwms on fiéE?ggng Jacks ano breaker-noint sssemblies for
magnetoss the 4324 Tighter Sousdran, tools, rivets, sluminjum sheets, hvdraulie
fluid and butterles; the 405th Pomb-rdment Soundron, hydraulic instruments;
the 500th Bomboriment Seuscron, olexiglss domes for the Be-25 unper turret;
and the 531st Bombardment Scundron, ges csvs rnd gas=cap g-skets. The 65th

Bowbardment Sausdron wes particularly hard hit by the lack of parts. In

December 1t revortes an acut# shortqge of voltage regulators, generators,
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solenodi sts.r‘bxéé'}a.\, \r:tear replacement ports, and test euu-ipment. During the
firet week in December it had 12 plenes without tail bumper tires and tubes,
4 were opersting with only 3 generctors, and 2 were "affected Dy ’shelas.hort-
age of main earburetor screens for Chandler-Evans tyme carburetors.t

Such detalls indlecate failures in logistlcal planninz. It is irue that
the problem of theater wriorities compliceted allocations snc upset scheduled
sverations, In Decerber, for example, a lack of 14 x 80-in. toll wheel cns-
ings grounded numerous Fifth Alr Force P=47's. This hopwened to be a critice
shortage In all theasters at thig time, and the aveilable summly had to be
stringently retioned. But thsre are also clear inetsnces of carelespgheds, as
in the cere of a chivment to Australin of Delly tanke for A=20G%s. The tznke
were ordered in lLovember 1943, By the firet week in Jonu~ry 1944, 19 had are
rived and the remainder were en route, but theyr could not be attached because
necessary eoulpment, supnort flooring, drackets, clemps, lineg ~nd other fit—
tinge, together with technical data s to the inetallstion, hsd not accompanied
the ;;ero;iect‘..l3

But errvors in suuply procedurs were commitied in every echelon within
the thezter itself =s well as in the United States. ZEepulsition chanrels were
long, tedious, and soretimes clogred with red teve. Cne spuadron comvlained
that an orgenization reculzitioning engineer sunplies had to scruire avwroving
signaturas at every level of comrend before the recuisition was turned over te
the zetual swoily ageney, £nd thot none of thiec vover hnd any bearing on the
velilebility or finsl anw reval of the meteriel. Sunvmlies then came through
chanrele, the resuisitioning orgenirstion coulc not check an ordered yart

until it wes actuslly received, an then it might turn out to be the wroxrg

parts £Some unlts recelved new types of sireraft without receiving suitzble
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parte Oor technical manuals:omheré vere moved to noints where sultable perts
were unzvoileble. On one ocewsion, for ersmple, The B6th Troop Uarrier
Soundron wog trancferred from Yort MYoreshy to Dobodurz and found thst only
fighter pa;ts were carried at the sunvly depot at its new statlon. Suvply
versonnel, overworied and sometimes inefficient, frecuently could not find
rarte even though they might have then. The 475th Tighter Groun omerating
out of Dokodura had werbews an uwnusuzlly hard exmerlence. Its englneering
and, maintenance sgectiong were almost comnletely lscking in tools &nd tech~
nical orders for the first five or six months of overantions, the oxly tools
avalleble bvelng a few that Wa number of high nressure hustlers were stle to
obtaln by veriour methodse" During the inst week of October igmition falle
ures, cauced by oil lealts, harassed the mechanles. There troubles should
have cruged little difficulty since their repair wss comveratively simple.
Put the proper oil sesls were not on hond, and "suoply" steted thet none were
available. “wventually the groun engineering officere vent to the "Air Corps
supply wzrehousge! vhich hrd turned Ehem away before and vereonally founo ih
the storsge bins the parts needed.lu

4 lack of surplies and technicul informotion hamstrung the depots as
well =g the combai unitse In December 1943 ADVON remorted that rtock shorge
ages conctantly recurred at the depot et Fort lloresby, »nd that this had re-
sulted in werilodic grounding of all kinds of aircrsft., Nose sections were
unnvailable for B-24'g, B-35's, ~nd (=~20'g; low-vressure brakes for C-4?ls;
landing sear struts, 27«in. vheels, sné provellers for P=40K'g; escape hetches,
fuel beopter wumes, snd 2 variety of other werts for P~38's; and tail wheels,

14
tires, tubes, windshlelcs, and carony glsss for P=4?lg,
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When parts did arrive, the lack of technlcal manuals and parts catalogs
frecuently delayed their being put to use, As late as December 1943, no
official technical information had been received on the A-20G; for the past
five wonths an operations handbook was the only source of information on the
P-40N3 the only technical information on the P-38 concerned the G model, alw
though various others had been flying in the theater for months and the J
had already begun to arrive. An electronic supercharger regulator was being
installed on the newly arrived B-24d, bub no parts catalog, book of instrucs
tions, or other detailed information was available for that inst.a.lla.tion.ls

The smoothness with which the supply system worked cbviously had a pro-
found effect upon the solution of maintenance problems in the agnadrons and
in the depots, The ground crews who tended the planes, and other service
persornel who repaired all types of equipment as well as performed the major
overhaul of aircraft, were almost entirely dependent upon getiing a2 part
when it was needed. But adequate maintenance was also a function of the
personnel themselves., During the fall of 1943, there was little criticism of
the aptitude of the ground crews, but the bombardment squadrons repeatedly
complained that an insuffileient number of ordnance, engineering, and armament
men were assigned to the squadrons, Some units were not assigned thei%uthor—
ized strengths others claimed the need for more. A heavy bombardment sciua.dron,
for example, recormended six or preferably seven maintenance men per airplane
rather than five. The squadrcns equipped with the B-25 strafer pointed out
that their table of organization did not include sufficient ground personnel
to care for the eight ,50-cal., forward-firing machine guns.16

Maintenance men on occasion found their duties made more difficult by

the inexperience and carelessness of pilotas, This was perhaps not a general
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complaint but it r+o at lemst iunortant enounsh to meéigiéﬁgg;éiliﬁé reguler
meetinge of wilots, engineering officers, ani fretory revresentatives of
the 475th Fighter Group. Inexperienced pilots of this groun were freouently
unsble to determine the canse of engine fallure, and perhavs would merely
inform the crew chief thut the engine was “rouzh.® With 2 bebter description
of the troubdle the mechanics could more muickly get to the source of the
trouble and repzilr the nlanes in ruch less times Flyers in relemsing belly
tanks sometimes failed to switch selector valver t9 another tank before drop=
oing. This Iintroduced sir instesd of fuel into the carburetor and caused
breefiring, whizh in turn could result in blownwout intercoolers. In mide
Yctober 1943 some of the crev chiefs discovered an excess of hord carbon
flakee ir the autom~tlc oil filters which occasionslly resulted in complete
clogeing of the fuel systens It 1as dlscovered that this wes caused by the
-ollots! uelaz high mrnifeld pressure rbove war emerzency power during flighte
Carbon in the filters could rerult in unfiltersd oil wnssing lato the engine
and vossible injury to the bearings.17

Communientlons personrel vere not free from eriticiems In December
1942 the deficiency wrs particularly zeute in radio ani radar and to o lesser
extent in wire and cryntogravhy unite. A report by the Fifth Air Force Sicnal
Officer stated thut "officers arriving in the theater with specificstion mume
bers 0110 ond 0120 brve been, in ceneral, given theoreticel traiaing in the
3taten an&/or “n~lan? design=d to £it then for the technical regponsibilitier.
s ¢+ o It 1s poted, hovever, thet in momy instonces civilian background of
such officers hne not justified training then ng roder officers." Criticism

was ~lg0 simed At the speclalized treining of enlisted men. Fader overators,
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whoge task wae Yorobebly the most Limortant one of &1l et & radar section,t
were freouently chogen from those who could nob oualify for a more technical
nosition. Sigral corps redar schools provided radar mechanics with inforun~
tion on circuite of spmecifie eonimment which they nizht be ec2lled upon to
meintoin, tut training in emplzeing high-powered :;t:a,tions and maintaining
then »t meaximum overatinz efficlency wes '.l.rwack:m‘.ng.“8

Mzjor service functlons vere merforued by the depots at Brisbane, Towng=
ville, and Port Moresby or by Lustralian concerns some of which were devoted
entirely to wor woriz, From the early months of the war, 21l facilities had
been working st top speed, nnd it wng recognized in late 1943 that » clear-
cut definition of duties misht produce greater efficiency. On 28 Uctober
Colonel Brownfield zssigned certain responsibilities of his cominnd ng follows:
fighter overhaul to Depot Fo. 3 nt Fort Horesby; Lombardment reception snd over-
houl, erection of absut 10 wer cent of newly zrrived fighters, and overheul of
transport aircraft of the 54th Troop Cerrier Vins to Depot No. 2 et Townsville;
erectlon of arv-roximately 90 mer cent of the new Fighters and bombardment Overs
bevl and modifiention to Archerfield near Erigbene; bombardment and transport
recention t0 Amberley Field near Brigbane: transnort overhaul to the Tirector—
ate of ilr Transport at Mascot Field, Sydney; transport overheul and conversion
for DAT $o Australien National Alrways (A¥A) st “ssendon near Melbourne; and
erection of & smzll number of fighter sircraft to Commomwealth Alreraft near
lelbourna .19

Keanvhile plans wers beinz considered for councentratine in the Brishane
ares. the averhaul of engines by civilian firms, By October 1947 the Brisbane
plen, sponrored initially by Colomel Fry of the Slst Depot Group, had developed

to such rn extent that it vas deciced to expand the overhauvl facilities of the
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Ford Hotor Comomny =nd fGeneral llotors located at Rockles and those of the
fuantas Zoplre Alreays snd the Australisn Fational sdrways situztbed at
Archerfield., 4% that time Colonel Brownfield indicated that the Rockleaw
archerfield establishments would be the main civilian repsir base for a
long tize, subject to the exigencies of war. It vas hoped thet & total of
413 englres could be overhzuled there in Jemuary 1944, snd that this number
vould be lncre-sed to 799 in June.ag

B the £211 of 1947, in rddition to the englinewoverhanl program,
Augtrelian elvilien concerns vere manufaotaring almost every conceivable
tyve of part for the RAAT and the Fifth Alr Torce. Ilectrical asccesgories
ant eculpment such as generators, magnetos, snl condensers were manmufectured
by Technico, Ltd, a licensee of Bendix ‘viation Cornoration; airersft wheels,
brokes, and byiraulic sctivating evlinders snd valves were repaired by Better
Broken, Pty., Ltde and aircreft propellers by Déﬁavilland.ﬁircraft, Pty., Ltd.,
both in Sydney; Goodyear Tire and Rubber Compzny turned out auxilizry fuel
tanks snd alrers £t tires ocm? tubes; end the Ford Motor Gompaxn;", the shops of
Ce A. Forghan, the Commomvenlth Aireraft Corporation, and mony others devoted
much of thelir time snd energies to production of aviation prrts and supvlies.
In reneral, service cormend renresentatives consifersd the iustvelian mechanics
sklllful and their work smbisfactory. There were, however, gome complaintsg,
From tire to time the output of Goodyenr wag conrideresd inndernate, and mome
recorte indlerted th-t Australian-overhouled enrines falled to give patlis=
f&ction.al

Although eivilien commereial firms verformed a wultitude of tasks inm
1943 and 1943, the vrincipal burden still fell umon nilitary orgzanizations

subject to the air service command. The civilien firme were established
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end fixed; the military denois and service unite had t0 be mobile and able
o follow or, in some cases, fctunlly to accompany the advance., The depnts
a% Brisbene, Townsville, and Port loresby performed the same sort of tasks
as those arsigned to the civillan agencies. They overhauled engines and
. alreraft acceseories, inspected, pocited, and repeired pmrechutes, vainted
eircraft, filled oxygen cylinders, and installed armements They were par—
tieularly incenious in fiading chort cuts and melzing 0dd oleces of eguipment
from the moteriel on hand, The mochine ghop ot Towngsville developed any
nunber of new ideng in its machine, engine, and accessory overhaul shops.
For exammle, it produced cmong other things special nropeller tools, a jig-
filing machine, an indicating apparatus for holloww-gteel propellers, an
electric erc welder for high-meltins—voint soldering on srmatures, end an
undercatter for removing miza between conmutotor bars on electric motor arma=
turess At Port Moresby, the parachute shop made such articles os canvas Jeep
tops, moving-victure screens, trailer covers, vater bogs, tarp covers for alre
planes, flags, belts, khakl clothes, and silk venties. The sheet metal shop
wenufrctured rain troughs, lotrine funnels, =nd lamp shades; and the velding
shop produced wrshing machines, n dentist drilling mochine, and an airesoled
os,ﬂsen.22
Hore dramatic than service comrend sctivities of maintensnce and repair
was the development of modifientions to ineresse the tootical efficlency of
. combat alrcreft. These inelufed major improvemenis on the A=Z0, B-25, B-24,
and P=47, 2lthough the vrrious denots were furning out these nodlfled olanes
almost in assembly-line numbers by the swnrer of 1943, modifications contianed
t0 absorb the ingenulty and enerzy of englneers ani technicians. Porheps the

most extensive of these moilficetion projects had been the conversion of the

Bw25 mediuvm~altitude ‘oomhe: into a2 low—level strarfer. By the fall of 1943,
T T SR o (0
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the Townsville depot had converted ell the E=25's a2ssigned to the Fifth

Air Force with the excention of & few flown by the 224 Group. Actually

172 B~250's and D's had been coaverted. The problem was then complicated

by the errival of the Bw258, which hed less then the desired eizht forward-
. firlng mechine gunse The service comand made a number of structursl changes

on sbout 40 of the new model, but it still vroved to be t-cticallv unsatis=

faetory. Zenney reported that four nachine guns firing forward were insuffie-

clent to nmeutralize the antlaireraft fire from enemy chips, that the slow

rete of fire of the 75~mm. cannon mede only one or two ghots voseible TEY

atback, thet the necessliy for accurate aiming of the canmon prevented

eveslve sction, »nd thut the neceesity for individual sightinz of the cannon

made formstion flving 5ifficult.%

The comb~t rezord of the two soua“rons flying the G, the 8223 snd the
823d, seemed to summort Genersl Xemmey's criticlsms. Yhese two scuagrons
carried out gome wry effecti:ve strafing missions but in so doing they lost
six sireraft in lees than three months, losses which Kenney blamed on the
cannons The other $wo seunirons of the ZBth Group, the 7ist and 405¢h, lost
five B~2501's and Dl's during the same period, btut three of th-ge were shot
down during a warticulerly dangerous rois on Fabsul on 2 November, in which
the B=256G's did not participnte.24

Although initial steps hnd been teken in the United States to develon

. an eight-gun nose as ean nlternnte for the ¢cannon, Zenney turned the problem
over to his sir gervice commond. On 20 Jovember 1947 Colonel Bertrandias,
conmander of the rdvanced echelon »t Townewllle, wes instructed $o degign a

fixed 250=cal. installation to renlnee the esnnon, In less thon three weeks

the engineerin: staff of Depot Mo, 2 had designed a modification which would
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vlace two 50=cal. mnchine guns between the two already in the nose and
two more in the gun tumnel. In zddition s stinger of twin .30's remotely
controlled from the ton turret was installed in each wlane. Xach modifica~
tion, awsroved afiter n thorouzh service testing, reculred the manufaciure
of 99 prrts, €4 of which vere different, :né slthongh it $cok 224 man-hours
ver plare, 82 B~25's were completely modified in the course of five months.25

4 hervy bomber modifisation hed also been under way for many months.
The Fifth Air Force insisted upon hroving its BwZd's seuinmed op follows: a
turret in the nose section, the navigstorls commartment in the flight deck
onnosite the radio overstor, menuslly overanted twin o50wcal, mechine guns in
the belly mosition, = tail wheel inctead of a tail gkid, and a turret instelled
in the tsall position.

Although the Fifth Alr Farce Service Conrend was fully capable of conm
tinuing t0 make the nececsary chances, that wes =2 task which could better be
perforrmed in rodification centers farther from a cormbat theater, Not until
Uctober, hovever, d1d General Kenney receive some aceurance that that burcen
on hls service commend would be relieved., Then it was decidel that all B=gale
destined for the Fifth Lir Force were to be modified in Heweil, except the
nev J model vhich was hoving the belly gune subgtituted for the bell turres
in tre United States.gﬁ

B-24's going through the Hawallen cepot were destined for one of three
alr forees, the Fifth, Seventh, or Thirteerth. Since esch air force vwanted
different nodificetions, there wns considerable confusion in the process of
dletributlon, end the Fifth Alr Force fervice Comrand still found a job fo

do when the B~24%s reached Austrelia., Some mlzht have & Sverry ball turret,

others a stirger installed; some mizht have a noge turret and a tail turret,
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and othere a nose turrei without a toil turret., 4 modificuatlion of eome

kind usuelly hzd to be performed, therefore, bux'modification kits occasion=
ally arrived lacking esgentiel psrte. On LZ October, for exammole, the Townsge
ville devot received 10 B=24 kits of which six had twin gun vokes missing,
The gituntion was furiher complicnted 4in the éemotr by & confugion as to
models The B=24T wns not sctually - ssigned to combat seusdrons of the Fifth
Ailxr Force until early Decerber, tut they vwere arriving in Australia weeks
before that, Jurct vhen theyr had begun t0 arrive is rather diffizult to de-
termine, wrobably because the peonle in the Gevots themselves did not know.
The records of shipment freouently 813 not clarify the mattern, g gome of the
Bepalg which arrived in Zeptember, although not llsted ae the J, neverthelese
had the loadling charts of that model installed inslde exch plane.g?

In July end Lumet 1843, the service comrand had accomolirshed another
mrjor job of medification in designing a 20%=gallon tank and attaching 1% to
the F-47, Additionsl fuel on thir fighter was necesssry to provide the range
esgential for operations in the theater, and the R4Eth Fighter Group had thus
been made avallable for combat in record time., But the increased flow of
Pwa?ls to the Sonthwest Pneifie topether with the fact that planned cperations
called for longer escort miscione encourrged further exverimentation., There
seemed to be three poseible solutlions: the continued use of bally tanks, the
develooment of wing tenks, snd the incresse of internmal fuel cemacitv. The
. Cezallon belly terk manuf-ctured 'bv—'-the Ford Cormany in Australis hed been

uged with some ecuccess by the 248th Fighter Grouy since its entry into combet

in Auguet, Unfortunntely, Australian concerns were not sble to deliver a

suffisient nunter of thege tankts, On 20 Ociober there were no more than 418
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in New Guinea, ana of these 118 were in the hands of service units for

5. FRH=16
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repair. In addibtion there were fewer than BOO either in Afustralie or en
route to New Guinea, The monthly production was approximately 800 tanks.
Since Ceneral hiteheaud estimated that the consumption of belly tanks would
increase fivefold in November, a radio messape urgently requesting 1,000 a
month from the United States wus cl:i.sp.eft;el'xed.28

The production facilities of the United States could not supply the
kind of belly tanks reguested. At this time "every possible source" was
being utilized to full capacity for the manufacture of standard jettisonable
fuel tanks for P-38, P-47, and P-51 sircraft, and only 150-gallon wing tanks
vere availsble to fill Kemney's needs, General lrnold suggested, therefore,
that the Fifth Air Force Service Conmand modify the P47 Tor the standard
wing tanks. This would rejuire wing shackles and kits sent from the United
States and approximately 300 man-hours in depot for each plane, Kenney ac-
cepted the surpestion, however, and wing adapter kibs for 250 P-AT's were
set up for delivery begimnning early in 1.1@0«51}3‘&3\93:'..2

The use of jettisonable fuel tanks of any kind was not a complete so-
lution to the problem of 'rang;e. Such tanks were ususlly dropped whenever
danger threatened, snd in such circumstances the fighter pilot was no better
off than without the medification so far as the ranre of his alrcraft was
concerned. This fzct decided Kenney vo increase the inbernal fuel capacity
of the P-47., He was undoubtedly inspired to some cxbent by learning of the
E-l7=-escorted bomber raids carried out by the Lighth Air Force in Septemcer,
which, he calculated, would have required a larger than normal internal fuel
capacity, In answer to a query from Pemney on the subject, General Laker stated,

however, that his fighters used external droppeble tanks with a capacity of
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from 75 to 150 gallons and reached targete at extreme renge bWy 2 relay method of
egcort. He vointed out that after bombers amd fighters had psssed through
an ares on the way %o an objective, fizhters could peas over the szme route
2 ghort tine later witk belly tanks sttached in reaconeble safety., Thus
by eselgning 2 sroun of fighters to vrovide escort over & cegment 40 to 60
miles long, he obtalned the maximum renge noscible with jJettisonsble te.nks.ao
Kenney conld herdly ~fford to provide » group or even » sousdron of
fizhters for each 40 to €0 miles of a bomber mission; consesuently his en=
gineers continued $0 exveriment with internsl fuel ceprclty. A possible
expedlent wae to instzll sdditionnl fuel in the emmunition stoxrage comvariw
ments, tut this wes sbrndoned becsuse 1%t would hove necessitated redfesigning
the wing structure., Another possitility was to move the LFF eauinment to
the top of the fuselrge in front of the pilot's windshield, to install the
radio normelly in the reer of the villotls armor ip the cocknit on either
side of the pvilot's sect, and to inctall o lerkproof iank in the ploce previ~
ously occupled by the r=éic eculpmert. These chenges resulted in an Y27t
movement' of the cemter of pravity with consecuent uneatisfactory flishkt
charecteristies, snd AC/AS MIBD dicevoroved of the modificetion for this
reason. Kenney believed, hovever, that the 2d6iticnal fuel canscity wes the
deternininyg frctor, and assigned the tusk of makings the chonges to the 8let
Alr Devot Grourn at Brisbane.:ﬂ
The project was conesicdered go imvortent th~t Cenerzl Xenney himself made

a person:l vielt to Fagle Ferm to exnlain the needs of the fighter comrand,

The depot =t once begrn three elghtwhour shifts » dry using 450 men to a shift.
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At tkhe most criticsl stage, some of the men worked 48 to 56 hours wilthous
sleen and then sicvred for only = few hours of rest. Meals were served every
two hours and hot chocolate, coffee, and fruit snarked the men during the
night. The first wlene carrrine the so-called "Christm.s Tree Tank® wag
reedy for delivery to the fighter cormand on 4 Decem'ber.zz

This modified P=47 did not mrove to be o comvlete succercs Originally
General Kerney hnad hoved thrt ndditionel internal fuel capacity would amount
to 76 gallons, Vhen finelly comvleted, however, the extra tank in the fuse-
lage contained no more than 41 gallong, and the pilots were rarely abdle to
utilize even that amount from the incomvenlently located tenks. Koreover,
addltionsl gee liner in the cockult and » lrck of armor for the extra tank
nede the nlane more vulaerable to fighter att.r.clc. Ancther disturbing factor

2w the chenre in center of uravity. By Janusry 1944, the plene had had a

reesonably falr test; and, accordirg to General Whitehead, exverienced fight-
er pilots commlained that in a fast clinb, the F=47 tended to continue over
onto its beek, ond that in a dive it was inclined to inerease the dive. Be=
cause of these eritieisms, Whitehead favored epuioving no more than four
saugdrons with the modified P-47 while maintaining strength of other sruzdrons
with the uwomodified 'nleme:s.:53

During tke months in which the Tifth Air Foree Serviee Commsnd had been
growlng and expancing, there hed been two confllcting develovments., One of
these vas the eztrblishment of extensive inetallations at Brisbane, Townsville,
end, Port Moreeby eouivced with comwlicated mrchinery snd cevsble of verforming
the moet intricote technlcel work, Devot ¥o. 2 st Townsville, for example,
hed 27 warehoures, 71 mermanent repair bulldings, 5 vortable hangars, 85 en=

listed men's barrecke, and 10 officers! brrrncks by Junuery 104& o ;.Ehe oi;1 f_
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Crinrpee £avnly :nd ndnlemnnes Jommnpisg vill be el sned $0 the
servies Zenr rone,  fhe furrtermoster ~nd Sigmel Commanles Jerviee
groany, woule e - ltmed to Seevice Scundesns cnd detchoients bhere—
fro~ cétrehod %o otiere fervier Snw Jromo rg &l mre-ent (- of Jrnarry
L8944, there w111 e thirteen .wrrier ebor ~rd Sidanl Gormenior Jervice
hroun Lo nrovide corvice Tor thirtr <ervice drardrons).
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Authority existed in the ‘t;hpater t0 establish provisional setups, and
it was not long before the cervice command vas functloning under essentially
the orgnnization described chove, There wers disadvantages, however, in
opernting without benefit of prover suthorization from the War Devariment,

. one of thesc belns the lack of a table of orgonization. The devaty come
mender could function with 2 headouarters at Fort {oresby., 8o long as he
did so, his hendousrters wersonnel were on detached service, could not conw
sider themselves 2 part of sny organization, nnl therefore lacked cohesion
and esorit de coxps, Ioreover so long as Port Moresby remalned the chief
bage for alr onerations in Few Guiner the deputy comeancer hed been able to
control the few units available, dut with an increased utilization of ifilne
3ay, Cro Bay, end I=e, the situntion was getting out of '.hzs,ncl.36

On 5 October, Gemeral Macirthur recommended to the Var Tepartmeant the
officlal activstion of area commends sisilar to thore of the Zighth nnd Twelfth
4lir Torces. Bendouarters LAF concurred in Mocarthurts recorcrendation, but
it was almost a month before OFD granted its amorovel, Thils av-roval, how-
ever, covered only the establishment of area commands, snd it was not until
Yebruory 1944 thet Mecirthur was suthorized to reasslgn rervice seuvadrons in-
dependently from sroup headcunrters,to provide grester flexihility.m

Finally on 9 Janunry, reorganizstion wes officlelly coneumvcsted. On
thot date the Hesdrusrters and He-druarters Sousdrons, IV amd V Air Service

. Ares Comnands were retivated, and recdgned respectively to the Port Moresby
and Townsviile srees. Onr the following day, Col. Victor E. Bertrandlas, who
had been resnvonaible for the Townsville service development slmost from the

beglinning, was pleced in comruand of th=t erea, and Col. Carl A. Brends,

deputy servlice commeander since 2 June 1943, eontinued st Fort Morechy in

LT i S R
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Colonel Bertrandlzsts juricdiction included that portion of the
Australisn continent north of 24° gouth latitude and ezst of 138° east
longitude. This d1d not include the Darwin rrea, which had been the entire
| responsibillty of the RAAF before Jovember 1943, But General Eennev enw
| . vlsaged Darwin s 2 polnt of zrovins imortrnce for offensive overatlons.
He planned %o increase American zir stremgth based there, and wished to
build up & devot cavzble of gervicing additiomal nlnnes, including B-29's,
By the end of Decerib~r 1247, both NacArthur and RAAT authorities hed granted
perniggion for & mejor develovment there, and the air service commsnd had
completed construction plans. This could not be given = U.S, 2rea designation
wlthout comllcutine relationships with the RULF which retained control of
most of the units In the Northwest Territory; consesuently it was planned
merely to zssign to thet arez an alr service command representative respon=
gible to the U.S. service commng, which would thus retain control of its
units in the Northern Territory.hg
The zetivation of the air service mren comirnds ss accompliched in Jan=
aary 1944 was an official recognition of something which hrd existed in vprace
tice for a merlod of several nonths. This wag 2 situation which corresponded
to that of the alr task forces. Both task force and arez command were at—
temots t0 overcome the problems of great distances, high mountalps, unpredict=
#ble weather, moor transportetion, snd unrellable communications. Both were
. ealculated to vrovide a grester flexibility for new offensives designed to
establish advanced alr bases end to igolate Javanege defense areas in New
Guinea and the Blsmarck Archipelsgo., The first mojor offensive following
the capture of Finschhafen on 2 October 1943 was entirely mounted by the air
forces, and was largely the resvonsibilisy of the First Air Tasm Force. Its
goal was the neutralization of Bebaul. IRt e
T “__f:_\w #,r‘—\.__,__,__'_.,/
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wien the Pirst Allled avcensive of cimnifienee in the Southh ezt

. Fredfie, the Famuun oo oedon, ended dn dema-ry 1947, 211309 oip »nd oTouns
forcer ‘v d been 0 exhrusind Ahet the - Lod Leen urable to continve <ist: lne
rd omerriioace  when loe, I lemsus, ond Flochbelfen fell to Maeirt aur's
nen edyhb sonsthe Leter, it w-- :mmm; o eigp of ths lnore-sed Allied mo-
tenti-l thot tasir opives both on lrnd rod in the rir continmed with b-rily
aoore~thin s swelle Cn lend these orsrs tions ineluled sn Susirslion thau~t
£long the Husn senineuls t0rord Satteloerys -nd Another throsh the fA-ra
volley toe vd 1 rpey In the sir pot only wis there ¢ veprletvr of wileelens
enrrled out im coswvorelion with tia~ Lonc Torces, bab ¢ mumner of ~dditiors
meeetlons wers wrolected vhileh, thouh - natler of circet concern 17 the
1-nd #nd ren forees, tere et nir offensiveg dun their sin righus The tusks
£llotted t9 She 21lied .iir Forcen vere 1o surport the overctions of
Salnor corer ne the Tromowed orer Llonms of the Tei- Lriloin sk Farce sngd
of ke loaik Frelfic Torees, to mroteet wovel wovemenate, to ap-c-e enemy
lrnd, cir, rnd rer Forcers, snd £0 mndndrin ow ovones torerd Fope s ed ONero—
tlng  Brsers Uke rirelon of tbe rir unlte Loged in Lke Dortr estern oxver

1

W F 80 be conbinucd s one wrinciv:lly of recoum lis ree,

. Aecordines to the ~ceenied nreocedurc of the 1<th ilr so0ree, O tipas
treed L e Guines tere the reemonedibility of Cenerel  biteherd g corarndsr

of 4DVE De  Inctrustions to udr y shorefare, < ere . weoifle ond detailed, Fe
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was to suvport the sdvance slong the coset of New Guinea om as larze a
rerle &5 possible vithout interferdny with orerations in the MarkhomeRanma
velleys, with landinge in New britzir, ané with an #ir offensive ajailnst
P.a‘caul.z He waus t0 confuet "irtensive neutralizztion attaeks" sgninet hog-
. tile eir cnd surfece forces in the “mbrul area snd to be prepared to supvort
Ldpiral Hdelseys moves into the northern Solomons. He wns to cooperate comw
pletely with the so-celled "Egcelator Force! in New Briisin by preliminary
bombardment, by missions in direct cooperation with ground trocops, by pro=
viding fighter cover and eireraft warnines, and by insuring air saorly snd
evecuntion. Finslly he wes sesigned reconnalceance misgcions over the Fis-
merel fea, the avoroaches to Truk, the Pasgeumbly of ememy =ir and nevel
forces” in Babaul, Xevieng, ewsk, and bases farther west, the spproaches
to the Torres Strait, and the Solomon fer west of 155° emst lomgitude and

3
south of the line Euks-Few Ireland and the sonroaches to the Bismarek Sea.

Operctions in the Northvestern irea

It is cleer fron these overntions instructions thet the principal
offensive thrust of General MacArthur's forees on land and in the sir was
to be in the direction of New Britein. Therc was, however, a very definite
need for the trre of opersztions carried out unfer ‘the geperal direction of
the B5AF Command in the Yorthwestern Ares, Tkese included rhoto and recon-
naissance missions to gather intellirence concerning the Japenese build=un
in the Netkerlonds Zest Indles; strafing and low-level bombing attecks
agaipcet Timor, Tenimbar, end other nrar-by 1slends by Beauflghters ané Dutch
Bezble; and whot micht be consicdered a smallessale sbretegle bomblng offensive

eaR] | - - - - -~
carried out by imerican Bugd /_.:,r .\___ﬂ,,,_..\\, ) j A
e i ’ L T
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The 380th Bowbardment Grour (E), with rzrely more than 30 B~24's on
bend. durdng Octoter and Novewber 1948, could not hope to knoek out any of
the importsnt strateple tergete that existed in the betherlends Erst Indies.
Its function, like ihot of the mediun bombarément in the ssme area, wes

. primarily baressing, but verforming this functlon meant flights cccesionelly

of more than 2,000 miles, rarely of less then 10, snc freguently of more tasn
14 houre' durstion, In October, for exrmnle, 11 BwZ4's hit the dock installa-
tlons and oil storsge facllities of Makesser in Celebes more thzn 1,000 miles
from Parwing and 2 month later, two attzcks vere cerried out against Soerabala
in Jsva recuiring between 14 and 15 hours of flvirg. The-e end other similar
miselong probotly did rot result in any decisive damnge, but they provided
mach useful informsilon not only az to the retivities of the enemy but also
re to the verformence of sircraft and epuipuent under particularly tryicg
conditione, For exrmple, it was discovered in the Northwestern Aren thzt
exginec were limited to 250 hours flying time, that on long flights engines
burning more than six rusrts of oil an hour hed t0 be chenged, and that 100
to 200 hours was the expected life of tires when B-24's were overzting at &
gross welzht of 66,000 pounds per wlane, as ver the custom of the 320th Group.4

Io the asressment of sctual borbing demsge, o series of three strikes
cnrried out magrinct the iwmvortant shinving ~né nickel-minine center of Pomelsa
in Celeber wau verhape the moszt irmort:nt in the Yorthwestern Area during

. Cctoter and “overber. On 22 Oetober, L2 B-24's corrving 108 x 500-~1b, demol-

ition bombe corvleted a ldwhour mission sgeinst thet objective. The rrincipal

target, tar concentroting plant, was hit by cix of the Dl=nese. Aerizl photos
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shoved bomte falling on end cround the lemchinz vplant, direct hits on &
lerpe settlirg tank ond a vpipe line, =nd nnny btuildings destroyed. The
other six nlones scored nunerous hite on buildings snd jetties, but wasted
24 x 500~1b, bombs on ghivving. Fremy satialrcraft was not particularly
accurzte, fighter intercevtlon wre nonexisgtent, and the weanther wese good
untll the lost v of the return trin.5
A mlssion ngainst the seme torget four days later had o less happy

outcome, Twelve B~R4%'g ppnin tock off, but, of there, eight returned be-
caure of mechanical feilure or sn irmbility to keew up with the other nlsnes.
The remuining four dropre 4 a number of Lombs in the vicinity of the concen=
trating plant but vere then jumped by 10 to 12 Zekes and Tonvs. The abtacks
were coordlnated and "eagerly pressed.” The four BwZéls were flying in a
loose dlamond form~tion for dcfense, bub after the third eneny attack, the
B-24 viloted by Cevt. John A, Prrringston wes seen to be in serious trouble,
The rose gune érovced t0 a downwsrd positlon, ard firing ceased; the left
wing was hit, #nd one engine burst into flsmrs. The remalnder of the flight
attemmted $o protect the demrged plane, but soon it was enveloved in flames,
both wirgs buckled upward, and blezing debris crashed into the sege Strafing
Japenese vlanes kept up a relentlers egseult on at least seven men who bailed
out of the B~-24; ani one by one they were seen to slump as they floated to
the weter below, Meanvhile the B=22 piloted by Lt., Frederick S Hinze, Jr.,
vas hit and separated from the other two Awerican plones. It finelly drove
off the vursuing Japerese fighters, probably dectroylng eisht of them, but
one engine wne knocked out, rnd the vertlcnl stabilizers were damrged by
treces as the vlene svept over o mountoin on Kabens lglond. The orew threw
out all Qettisom@ble eculpment ineluding armament, and the mlane gouttered
along for about 450 miles. In the vieinity of Moe Island, two twin-engine
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fighters renewed the attack and flew clongside £t close range riddling the
now~helnless B=24, Although critically injured, the oilot and co-nilot
brought the vlone down on th- ocesn., Of the 11 members of the erew, ceven
vent dowzn with the plene; four sucreeded in releselng 1life rafts and were
discovered by fellow members of the X80th Grouw nfter a continuous 48-hour
seerche  5mell zs these and the later raid of 1 November aganinst Pomelesa
were, bthey pevertheless resulted, according to Allied Intelligence, in
hammering "$o ~ very s-rious evtent" the Japanese nickel-mining 1ndustz'.v.e

The 2£0th Groun's attacks were indirectly relnted to the jolat overa~
tlons under way in the Lorthersterr Aree., Obviously the enemy would hegi-
tate to strip hls defencer in the “etnerlsrrnis 7 st Indies in order to reinforce
kis Tew Guinen ard Uew Britaln serrisons so long as a potential 41lied threat
existed at Dorwine Sfurthermore, by watehlng the reinforcement routes which
ron fros tulaysn fhrough the Indies ani from the Fhilinpines somth, reconnoiter-
ing E~D4's could provide the Allied commend witk informetion eesentlal to keep

an up=fowdete enemy order of battle in nll varts of the theater,

Cperntions in the Settelberc  res, 1=12 October

Such intellisence wes vitel in view of the offensiver mlanned for Genersl
HacArthur's commsnd, Hie forees were greduslly belng built up for the vro-—
Jected agsgoult on Wew Britain, snf £t the g-me time he wag maintaining nrecsure
upon the Janmancce - efenses in Yew Guines through which the deelsive drive in
. the Bouthwest Pacific would rooner or later have t0 be lsunched. On the coash,
enemy unite vere well estnblished in the ares around Spttelberg., They were
carryivz out inflltration trctlcs, sending smell merties srourd Allles pogitions,

cutting conmunleations, an? foreinm; beck the ~dvenced merimeter of the Austrelian
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II Corvse Inceed the gltutlon on the gromal wre g0 confused for & tinme

that the Australian cormander e wmeble to inform Colous~1l Smith,of the

First Alr Tusk Force, vhere the Allied forrard posltlons were. Thug CGeneral
whiteheed, who voe itching to send €0 or more heavy bombers with 1,000-1b.
bormbs agelinst Japen <o positions ‘111 that reglon, ked to walt for more definite
terget information. JTurirg the first two weeks in Yetober, Allied plance hit
the Zattelberg defenzesonly twice in any rezl) force., The first of thege
attocks was on 9 Uctoler when nine A-20's and 12 RAAF Vengeances were sohosluled.
to hit Settelbery. Thick eloude hid the target, however, ani eix of the A-20'as
turced backe The rewrinder hit sn slternste tareget in the vicinity., Another
attempt wag made on the following day. This time the i=20'g alone put 70 x
100=1bs Dbombs in the terget area and corried oud 29 stoufins vosses from

i
tree-swerapine =1titnde,

Troop Carrier Operations in the Bam Valley

whereas iustralians vashine cut tovard Sptielberg measared thelr advence
in yards, tocose fightirs in tha Markham and Raru valleys were being carried
forvard in bounds of o day's merch et 2 tins. It wes a case of the 7th
Australien Division's belnz Ymarried to the troon earriers! and moving rapidly
fron one vrstﬁba another, It had reized ¥airmit, Saparac, oné Gussnp in Sep-
ferber, and was thug in - good mosition by Uetober to push on down the Ram.
By Octaver 1t hrd oceupied Dunpu, Z5 mlles south of Bogadjim, and watrols
were pressing towrrd the road which led from Bogadjim to Iiaﬁ.ang.s

The drive toworl ladang, in its preliminary Cetober nnd November stages,

met with only sporadic reslistonce from J2v nrge natrols. The Aunatrallans
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needed 1little close nir cooperatlony end for sone time the alr participation
in the campoign wos linited to th-t of the troop carriers. The imnortance
of there unlie, hovever, could harily be overemphusized. Not only was the
advnnce spearhented by sirborns troops, but the C=47's transported almost
all suonlies and maniltions to the advancine Austrelians, even bringlng in
frech fruits and ve,cetables from gardens nt Vau and Mount Hagen., The troop
carrier vlanes vere almost indispensable too in wroviding o gsoeedy wey of
evacuating ensualtles. Immedlately after the oceupetion of Wadzb, the Auge-
tralizne had begun $o fly their sick and vounded 0 renr #reas, but they
were gomewknl handleswmed by = lack of trained versonncl to zecompan: the
patlents. A detechment of trained imerican medlcos weoe scheduled for the
Homa vellev onerations, but "oy the time nll the red tave had been overzome,"
the Justrnlian advence had renched Twwpu. On 5 Yectober, sn officer pnd 13
enlieted men, Flight B of the £04th Hedlenl Alr Svecunbion Spusdron, arrived
at Fadzabe Uo one seemed to exvect them (not an unusual eircumstence in
the Southwegt Pneific), thev hod no ploce to sta:r_i%lnly netive huts were belng
uged to shelter vwatients at the landing stripe. Hospltel f-cilities, hovever,
were gvallable with 100 petients in the 4th Portiible "25-bedl hosvital and
with en Austrolisn 500~bed dressing stotion heving a cevacity of 1,000. Soon
a regulzr roublne was established vhersby Americon technlclans accompenied
the eir eargo to Guswp, Dumpuw, XKniapit, and eny other advenced air striv.
. Potients, of whom the great mejority were mal-rial, were then ferried back
to the hospltals at Hadzeb or Iae, which in turn would make dnily srrangements
to trensport the more rerious caces to rear bases. During Cctober, for ex-

10
aaple, 1,278 _ustrelions and 455 Swerdicens were evacusted to Port Horssby.
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Fighter Oper-tione over Dew Suines, 1ei2 October

Missions of troop cn,n.rris»r units were carried out in close cooperation
with the fighter command snd with fighter units of the air task forces.
Fighter unite h=d many and varied functions of which the eseort of transports
was only one. Some were maintalned on zround slert{ othere esrried ous Tegu~
lar vetrol missions; ~nid gtill others wers ~gsigned t~ convoy shipuihg or to
eccort boubers. In verforming these wsny tasks, howevrr, Anerican fighter
ovilots actanlly met Javanese plipes in surprisingly few instances, There
were few largewsoale nirllra.id.s on Allied basess Between 1 and 12 Ogtober,
althoazh enemy rireraft attucked Finschhafon seven times, Dobodurs three times,
and Lre once, the raifg were ususlly carried out at nigzht by no more than two
or three encuy Dlanes 2nd generally hed little effect. Of these 11 raids,
only one wrs interzevted by Allied nlanas.ll

A slgnificant excention to this period of infrecuent comtat was a
Tighter sween carried out onm 11 October by four Pmd7!s of the 248%th Fighter
Groan., Led by the groun comusnder, Col. Heel 5, Xearby, one of the most
crpable officers in the fighter command, the flight homed to force combat
with eneny vlanes baged on Lewek fields, Keorby's Plan "was 40 sit over Wewak
at ~liltude oni then to vse the Thunderboltte tremendous diving sveed t0 crack
dovn on an unwary enemy sircraft taling off or londings" The flirht took off
from ¥ares Drome =t 0730, an hour loter landed nt Teili Tgili for refueling,
2nd by 0930 wns on ite way 3 Vewak. In n little more fhzp helf ea hour, the
four pleres were over Boram strip, and the pilots hed dromped thelr belly
tenks in order to conserve fuel mnd ipcreace enerd. At 1115 5 Zeke wes sishted
velow them. The P~47 formation swooped down, #nd the Zeke creshed inbo the

woter o8 Keorby's guns found the renge., At thig time Hajs Raymord K. Sallagher
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left the formotion end vursued o second Zeke out %o seas The other three
F-27%5 clinbed to 28,000 feet ~nd immedictely snothed an enemy formation
of 76 fighters eud 12 bombers smproaching fron the southemst. Again the
three Pai7's went into a steev dive toward a trailing enemy flight of four
Planes. ithin a few minutes Kesrby hed ghot down =nother Zeke and two
Hemmg, Cant, Willi-m D, Cuphem one Tonv, and Cavt. John T, Moore mnother
Tony. *ezrby meomhile hod been engznad by six enemy fighters and was
carryir: on o brigk battle some 20 miles awave. Lloore roared fown from 16,000
feet into this combrt, destroyed one Tony with » deflection shot, and succeeded
in diverting two others. At this Kearby swumg =rouns toward the remaining
planes and degtroyed two of fhem, By this tite the short=ranged Ped?ls yere
decidedly low on fuel, and Keurdv led his flizht to the refueling frcilltbies
at Ipe. At 1245 they landed rt that emergency bese with less than 75 ga.}li.lons
in thelr tonke, and two and a helf hours later returned to Port IJIores'b.V'.m2
Freparation for the Raboul Offensive
Such micsions ag these toyether with the buildingmup of air bages in the
Remu and lVorkhem river walleys were in sccord with Allied olans of Sentember
and October 1942, But these prme vlons gave ton mrlority to overstions for
the isdlation And meutralization of Babaul. Mirst in = carefully integreted
tinetzble was an alr offensive :grinst Rabaul by Southwest Pacific air units
to cover South Preific londings on Treasury, Cholseul, and BDu.,gainv:ille islands.
. Balsey's Air unibs were then to »rsume the major burcen of the Rabaul cammaizn
while MacArthur's forces selzed Onve Gloucester and the remainder of the Huon
FPeninsula. By the middle of August the Allied Alr Forces had wrevared detail—

€d olans for a prelimin-ry softening of Raboul, Tais was 42 consist of an
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Hgll=out effort® of chout a teek?s duretién carried oud by all typesg of
bombrrdment excent A4=20's and Be=26's, #nd protected by 21l P.vai:.lable Ewine
engine fighier unite. At thet tine Gendral Kemmey wog considering 13 Oetober
a8 o nogslble date for the commencement of the alr offensive, but hesitated
t0 make snv definite commitment becsuze of = lock of a sultable stazing moint
for fighter escorts. Dobodura, over 400 milea from Rabaul, was $00 distent
for fighters to mrle the rourd triv if they were forced into combat over the
abjective. Finachhafen wras perhaps 75 miles nenrer, tut no base satisfactory
for a mrjor force had vet been estzblished there. The only solution seemed
to be XKiriwina Island, apnroximniely 350 miles from Xabeul and ozcupied on
30 Jupe for the express purpose of constructing a stoging bage for escort
fighters-15

A complicating factor was that the escort of 100 or more P=38's might
arrive over Elriwina short of fuel and at avproximstely the same tiioe on the
return from the objective. TUpon landing, moreover, suckh a concentrated force
would be extremely vulnerable %5 enemy rotslistion, Extensive facilities
were, therefore, necassary for the convenlence of the escorting fizhters as
vell as for a permanent RAAF =ir garrison. Zxtensive construction setivities
began under the direct suvervigion of General Headnuarters shortly after the
ocountion of Eiriwina. 3By the middle of August, Macirthur's chief engineer
hod indlcated that three sirips would be completed by 5 October, hardwstand-
lngs for 48 medium bombere by 10 Cctober, and hard~standings for 100 fighters
five davsg laters If this schedule were met, the 2ir planners were convinced
thnt the opening of the Hnbaul offensive could occur on 15 Ostober, They
urged, however, that Macirthur's hendnriarters sware no effort in completing

the Kiriwina projects In the words of Kenney's chief of staff, Brig. Gen.
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Donald Wileon, "Facilitics for the landing of aireraft, thelr maintenance,

and refueling must be considercd as & sweclal tacticul project and are not
14
to be rscocinted with the vhlegmatic wrogrecs of noral bunses."

Neonwhile, the Fifth sir Force had halted even the comvaratively small
. raids ngeinst Racaul, which had been carrizd out with periodic freguency in
1942 ard eorly 1943. During lugnst and Sentenper plsnes from the Southwest
Pacific had ebruck that Japanese base oaly once, and this miggion wis in
early Seotember and by a dozen RAAF Catalinas. By 1 Cctober, however, the
8th Yhoto Snuadron wes sendin: its P-5's and F-28'g over Rabaulls airdromes

and harbors; and heavy bomber scusdrons, varticularly the 634, were keeplng

-

& weather eye on the entire New Britain area. On 1 Uctober, ohotos showed
that there were 1 keavy eruiser, 1 light cruiser, 10 destrovers, 5 sub-
marin=s, and 25 merchent vessels in the harbor; and 87 medium boxbers, &7
Light bombers, and 59 fighters on the four nrincipal Rabanl dromes. Ten

days later shipping had slizhtly decrensed, but the nurbers of wedium end
15
1ight bombers showed little change, and fighters hrd jumwed to 145,

By 10 October plene bed been completed for the first gtrike, and
18
General Kennev wrote ss follows to Gemeral .rnolds

By the time you gzet thie Letter you should have read some headlines
about the show on Rabsul which pccording to our long range wenther
forecast will take place on October 12th. This is the begimning of
what I Delieve is to be the most decisive nction initiated go far in
this theater. Ye are out not onlv to ,ain control of the alr over NHew
Britain And New Ireland but t0 make Rataul untensble for Jap ghivoing
. and £ ot up en alr block.Ir of 811l the Jen forcee in thet srer. 'The
abtaek will be opened by 120 B.O5 strefers, each vith eight forward
firing fifty calibre guns and carrvipg swcroximately a ton of eitker
parefre; or 100 pound frag bowbs. The torsets are the three dap alr=
dromes around Fabrul., ¥Following them between 84 and 96 B.24's will
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attecl the shivwing in the herbor from 20,000 ft. altitude concentrating
three 'plere elerent mattern bombing on tetveen twenty and thlrty of
the lrrgest shine, Znoh Bo24 ig lorded with six one thoussnd pournfers.
In the vnat ve hrve eversged sroun: five vercent of direct hits on ship=—
winz fron bigh altitude. Our daylight bombing duripg the past three
conths on Salamauvs, Loze and Jewsk hrs imwroved our sccuraey tremencously.
I exmect $0 sirk between twenby and thirty ships in thig attzack. As the
Jap has plenty of rzdar werning he should be sble to put in the air be~
tween slxty =nd eiphty Iighters, so we will hrve between ome hundred and
. one hmundred and twendy Pod2%s o top cover for the showe The Fa38's will
toke off fron Dobodura and stop in ot owr new alrdrome at Xiriwira for
refuellin: after the combete I have told the kids that in 2cdition o
the ching surk I exwmect forty or fifty Iilvs shot down in combzt and a
hundred or so more desktroyed on the grounds. You cen cormare these guess-
eg with tke hredlinee when vou resd then.

Followirg the first dayle atteck we will return the second duy with prob-
ably sixty to seventy five herviers snd nbout the sere number of P.3R8%'g
to clean out suy shivving that still remains in the herbor, with the
town ltself as the secondary target. As soon »g the <hivning is sunk

or driven out of Eabaul I then vlan to destror the town block by block
with the hesvy bowbsrdment. OCur intellirence estimates that the town,
which is fror three to slx blocks wile around the horseshoe of the her—
Lor, conteins about three hundred thousand tons of supplies,s If these
are dectroyed end ceunnot be revlenished, the 25,000 to 40,000 Jaranese
in Erdbaul should bave a hard time makine enfs meets I is oulte cons
ceivable th=t Ty alr action we nayx force an evocuation of the vort it=
self. If it does bappen like thet the whole campsign out here will be
speeded uwn by nearly a resr snd ve can giort moving alons the North Mew
Gulner const tousrd !fndanas a lot soomer then is pow snticimsted,
Actunlly the problem shonld be no grenter than thrt of Veuck, where dnr-
ing the oot two monthe we have Cestroved om the ground and in the 2ir
tetveren four hundred ~nd Tive bhurdred asirplanes and sunk apound thirty
five thousand tons of enipving. The Javs have sterted noving their bome
bers 1l t-ck to Hollandis 3s o consepuence and the total fichter strengih
0 be encountered in the Veuak ares now is seldom over o griindron. Shine
Ping cctivity in that area is now limited to » few Jugmere snd brrees.
The distances in the Zabaul show are svoreximately the seme rs thoge of
wewsk, The mumbers of azircrnft involved in the Rzbanl show mre consider=
2bly greater then those used ir the attacks on wewsk, I exuect the re-
gulte to Lbe eownnrable,

. Esabsul, 12 Cetober

Lenney's "lony range venther foreenst mroved eorrect, and on 12 October
all B-25 rtrafer spucdrons w re readv to take of 7 on the miseion which proniced

%0 be the . reatest since the Veval rulds of the vrevious Auroust., Two gauadronsg
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of the 38th and the entire R45th Grouwm hred joined the vetersn 7d "Attack"
Groun ot Lobodura on the vrecedinz daye. At 0731, Lt. Col, Clinton U, True,
245tk Group eommender, led the 498th Seucdron into the alr. Other units
followed until 113 B=25%g kad sonred off the Dobodurs. dromes, The three
sei=drons of the 36 Grouv s~ssenbled over the Gona wreck, a famous landmark
since the Joronese landing in July 1942, There they met 21 Pu38'g of the
9ih Fighter Sourdron snd 2 nurter of otkers orgerined for the cocncion into
the "1yt Frovielonal." Three more sowtdrons of the fighter escort, unils of
the 476th Grouo, joined the bomber formation over Ore Baye. Witnin sn hour
of the take-off, the attack force vae flyipy at 1,000 feet acros: the Solomon
See. toverd Firiwina Isleand vhere the bombers besen decrezsirg sltitude in
order to avoid rlertins enenmy spotters and radar. A% the mouth of the Waren—
gol River on the MNew Britain comst, the formetion turned sharply ivlsnd. The
7@ Groun heisded for Ramoro nirdrome, snd the other six sousdrons, keeping bew
low & ranse of hille, branched off towerd Vunskensu,

When =bout 10 nileg fror the tareet, the 24 Crour formed in  “ehallow
Vs of smundroms, L2 to 16 plenes wide and following emch other by sbout one
miles? Orets hn»d bveen carefully briefed on the locations of sntiaire-rfs
nwositicns, ~nd oachine cuns vware turned on these from long ranse as the 20
E~Z5%s soeroped the trees ot 250 miles an hour., Vvhen they came in over their
objective, the nilots besan togsling off thelr closters of F0=lb. marafrag
. bombs, Almoct 2ll were geen t0 frll among real mert o o o bombers," which

were digpersed throughout the toryet rrez, Inredlsrtely countlers exvlosions
cruged (ust #p” smo%e to obscure the runvays and disverssl arezs, meking

drmeze sopecstiont difficult. Bub the & Croum clelmed 15 to 25 enemy aireraft

definitely destroyed on. _thg ground 1n r 3éition to three others shot down,

-
- e i -, AN I'l‘i
’ ' !

‘,,;s_u, INUN 1&;!“) }De«

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
- |

e O ey
K*Mﬂ Sy RRUNSINNYIY

PN W

ATEH-16

Yeenwhile G7 B~25's had hit Vunskepsu. Trotical surnrise was achleved,
#n6 antlglreraft fire wes glight and lnnccurate. By the time the five srupd~
rons had littered the runways ané dlepersal aress with narsfrags, however, a
nunmber of erzeny flghters were mexing intercenting preres. At least six
Zekes altacked the treiling 405tk Sousdron. COme was hit and seen to erssh,
but at the some tive the right engine of the E-35 piloted by Lt. Sidney W,
Creves burst into flamer. Seconds later vileces of metal flew off the right
racelle, the londing zear &rowred down, and a tire fell off. The Zekes re-
newed the attack on the damesed vlane; one Zeke was seen to erash in fleres,
but the lact Leord from the B=28 was 2 mesgo~e from Crevs to his flisht
le=ders srying, "I'm going in."l?

dith the excevtion of this vietory, the Jamanesre Fighters bed been relre
tively Ineffeciive, mrobably becsus~ of both the element of surprise and the
vowerful fighter cover. Even the American filghters met little ornvosition.
The 9th Sowadron and tke "let Provisionzl over Renomo gew no enemy planes,
and. the 475th Groun encountered only a few at 2,000 to 3,000 fest, Lt, F. E.
Hogerty of the 4724 Spuadron shot down z Bettyv bomber over Baponpo, and the
leed flight of the 4374 Seuadron tengled with four Ogears over Vunakensu and
destroved one of them. Within 10 minutes ~nd with no further logees, the
attsck plapes bad commleted their zepmnlt and vere on their wav back foward
Yew Gulres. A% Xiriwina the fighters and one or twd damsged bombers dropved
. off for refueling a;; reveir. The remeinder of the Bw25'p landed at Dobodura

skortly rfier 1700.

Less than tuo hourg nfter the low-level attack on the two Javanese alr—
dromes, seven snundrong of heavy bombers merformed thelr shrre of the coordi-
nated agsault by striking at ghinning in the Habaul har‘oors.lg The Bm24's,
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euch loaded with 2,300 gallons of grsoline ené 6 x 1,000-1b. bombs, had
taken off from Port Moreshy dromes 2t aurroximately the same time that the
E=25's had left Dobodurse The 40)th Srusdron of the 90th Groun, which was
to lend the heavics over the tzrpet, wes delayed by ap rccldent on the lanc-
ing field, and the 434 Group wrs forced to use up vrecious fuel while velting

. at tie rendezvous moint. By 0800, however, the fornation consisting of 88
2=22Ve Wy on i%e vey, Firips southenst to ~volé the higie 5% veake of the
Cwen Stenleys, rnd then heading directlv for Wide Bay in New Britain, A%
Eiriwine two erusdrons of P-38'g, the S0th end the 29th, joired the formation
to vrovide tor cover, not n marticularly formidable escort vhen comparcd with
the 140 or morc fanznese filznters Teeed on Rebaul. At 1205 the 407th Ssusde
ron, ¢ivided into tvo flights of six aireraft each, led the 90th Group seross
Simpson Hrrhor from the gsouthesct, ZEech srucdron, brlefed carefully on the
locztion of roecific rhips, hd been ceslgned a target. The leading #light
made its bomblng run on & destrover tender surrounded by seversl dectrovers
and at least ome submmrine, drowved Z6 x 1,00C-1be Gemolitlon Dombe, and
scored three hits. OCOne destroyer wns definitelw sunit, snd tke teader dame_ed,
Four plumes of the recond flisht tere foreed to turn baek beesuse of mechani=
cel difficultless The remainins two joined the 32lst Smuadron. Following the
400th Seundron ceme the 319th, which scored five hits and left two merchent
vesgels in flewesy the &20th, which clsimed near misses and described 1tz

. terget, a btender, ns damnged and listing; and the 4¥2let, which reported a
total of three shipe sunk or badly damsieds

The pilots of the 28 P-8%s which hed renched the Hobeul ares were

rather frantlcelly trvin; to rrovide cover for the seven saurdroms of B-p4ls,
nkerever they looked they could see henvy bombers, but they saw very few

erey vloness The B9+th 3!"'.1»«"61‘011 mao.e no contr-cts but a flight of the 80th
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Seundron wnotted 2 number of enemy fighters and attempted an interception.
Ite leader, Cant. Jomes R. Wilsgon, could not release one of hie droupable
tapks, bat {ove tank anf 21l on = Eamm in order "to save face in front of
the bombers.® Wilcon opened fire from 400 ynrds, but the Jap posced through
. hig fire vith no swparent injury. Belng in an irritable mood, according Ho
his own report, Wilson "held the button down!! -~c the enemy plane weat through
ls fire cgaine "YIhis time the Homp seemed 10 £50m in nild=nirs « « o+ He
wvar smotting » 1little (which seemed natural) end when I was within 107 Teet
he begmn to burn furinasly. . . « The »ilot sgeenmsd ~uite oversized snd
frantic.”

The P=78's were oDviously unable t3 vrovide comvlete protection for the
bomberss Ferhaps 40 enemy fighters, Zekes for the mo<t vard, corrizd om a
running fight vith the 402th S~usdron for almont 40 winutes ofter the Lombe
ing run. Cue F=24 niloted bv Fliht Officer licileff 1as sunerently shot down
durins this interzeotion, but at lewst 10 of the J=nanzce fighters vere de-
stroyed br Imericen gunners. The 32lst Scuadron 00 wns severely atitacred,
and one of 1ts mlanes wra seriously damsgeds The rewninder of the fliznt
attemnted $o provide nroiection, but the enemy fighters relentlessly earried
home the cssault unbtil the drmrged B~2¢ crrghed in the voter. Within 10
rminuter it Bnd broken in two an{ disewneared, lenving no signs of life any-
whers in the vicinitw,

. Wwith the leading flights of B=2a's avparently drawing off Japanese in-
tercevtors, the three spurdrone of the 424 Groun bozbed their objective with
1little or no fighter onnocition, Thiz subsemient attuck occurred within 10

Rimitas of thnt of the 90th Groun and found the harbor 2 scene of completa
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copfusion, WCne lo~§ of bombs was exoloding midway bDetween the Tobei whard
and Ratavaels, A fire hed sterted near Sulphur Creek., Strinyge of Lombs were

lendirg 211 over the harbor,
unler way,

annroxinstely botreea lwtupd

% others were making cireles in Xeravia Bay ané 5

2 veggels in the northern section were settflng
others wvere
Iglend and Valcen hending ocub 40 seae » o »

liuch of it was comw

Antinireraft fire vas heavy,

intense, end lancourate.

Ing from o lisht eraicer an’ geversl destroyers in the krrbor, Their S~inch

gune were wvatting out rreat belcheg of flome. . » o The sky was full of =
confusion of nlvnes flying in 11 directions rnd it symeured thnt the eneny

20

decifed 4o rely on 2 borragse rother than aimine 2t svecific wlaneg,!

Considerins; this confusod sitaation, the demaze ascessment of the 438
Group could not hrve been excot. The E£46h Sruadron reported several HV'g
destroyed or domazed; the 65tk claimed 43 hits out of 48 bombs drovwed,
vith the result thrt several ehips in Simwcon Hnrbor were believed sunk;

one revort of the 4034 S~undron clalned only demage to & number of shivs,

and snother statad that one merchant vessel was sunv and four others dame
a.gedaal

By the time the B~24's were heading for hore, their fuel was ruinning
dangerously low, One B-24 came doxm in the vatler pear Eirlwlna; sevevrsl
londed with the fighters on the Kirivine fields; cnd others lapded at Goodw
enovgh, ALl efternoom, orews were bringins the big planzs down on Dobodure
l=znding fields., They hod martlcln-ted in the hesviest adir atteck vet carried

out in the Freific theaters. PBetieen 230 and 340 sireraft had started out

for the tnrget; 25 P=fdls, 6 B=25's, end 19 P=F8's hed turned bnck because
of mechanicel fallure; more than 300 tonc of bombs had been drovped, and a
cuerter of o milllon muchine sun rounds fired. FYerbaps 100 Jupvanese air=

craft had been fegtroyed .on the ground, ~»und ot lesst 26 in the air. The
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Filth Air Force hed 1act 1 BeZ5 and 4 B-Ed.,’s, one of which was wsshed out
on return. The ghinnins losass are more difficulit to determine, but the
hezvirs had sunk a merchant vessel and a desiroyer, knd probebly sunk at
leest £lx others, snd had serlously damaced numerous other vessels of
. assorted sizes.ez

The coordinated attsck had no sooner been commleted than ground crews
vers at vork vroewmring the borbers and long-range fighters for follow-uw
attocits. Whree hours nfter their retura, 103 2-05's hnd been wrevsred for
another mission, =néd by the followinz morainz 70 Bw24's were aleo ready for

238
A toXew-oftf,

Brbrul, 13 Cotobenr

The plan for the reduction of Esbaul called for z saturation of Fsleml
townshln shortly -~ffer the firet atback agrinst airdromes and shipoing. It
wrs $0 be a coordinnted strike vrotected by as meny Y-F3'; as the maintepance
units at Xiriwine could service over night. By morning, however, weather
revorts vere unfavorsble, and the medium bovibers were held on the ground,

At avoroxinc tely 0800 the some heoavy uvnils vhich had varticlpated in the wis—
sion of the day before, joined by 12 B=24's of the 528th and 53Lst Souzdrons
on detached service from Iarwin, put 70 heavy bombers into the zir from Port
loresby. At ¥iriwine service units, working feverishly on the fighters, hod
checked o0il, carbursztion, and lgnition svstems, repeired hydrsulic lesks, gas
leiks, and oxyen svsteas, and had orep-red more them 100 P-Z8!g for the
rendezvous with the hervy bomb v formation. Tke weather rapldly become worse,
and when rbout 160 miles from Rabaul the bombers rnn into a turbulent front

extending from 5,000 to 30,000 feet, with lcinz conditions above 13,000 feet.
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The fighter eccort vas forced to turn beck, 2nd wes battered fiercely as
it pimed for tiny Ziriwins. Three F-~38%g vere lost hesrd fron shout 40
sinates out from the landing field, znd enother ves logt ln & crash by o
mechanieal feilure., The bombers, weanwbile,vere fiying on instruments in

. increasingly lmmenetrable storm cloudss One by one they turned beck. Koge

regched their primary objective rlthough 10 bonbed sir facilities in the
Cane Hoskinsg mrea, 5 hlt Gosrsta, and 12 others the runway and dump areas of

24
the Cave Gloucegter alrdrone.

action over Few fuinen, 14~18 Cctober

Foul weather continusd to hamper the alr offensive and for the next few
days slmogt commletely shut out Rabaul. Accordingly Allied medium units transe—
ferrcd thelr nttention to other moints in New Britailn snd t> Yew Guinea, On
14 Qectober the 223 Grouo sent 28 B=25'g eoordinated with 10 B=26%z and a P-a?
escort against the installnrtlons which the Javanese were bullding up in
Alexishafen, Attaclklng from both medium rnd low sltitude, the medium bombers
wat nuwerous 100~ and 300~1b. genercl wurpose bombs in the desienntzd area
and ctrried lerge fuel fircs. A4t ewnroximetely the seme time, 24 B-25's pro-
tected by a strong F=28 escort from the 475th Grouw were bombing snd strafing
villages, air ctrivs, and brrges elonsg the co st of New Uritaln in the Cape
Gloucester srez, On 13 and 13 October, BALF Boomerange led seversl flichts

. of P=33's to enemr defensive mositions thet were holding up the Australien
advonee throuzh the Bame vallev, The torsets oartielly shrouled in overcsst
end commletely hifden by thick jungle foliege were unerringly identifled by
the Austrsllans end then hit by 500~1be bombs ond the B7-nm. shells of the

P=731g, Another migoion of 1.3 Octo'ber wee ﬂo.m bv the B-2537g of the Z8th
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Group .gainst brrge hideouts along the Huon Feninsulas One of the 38 E-325's
was dsmzced by As fire and crash-~lended at Iae, bub the remolnder ured thelr
75~rm, connon with pood effect agalnst bulldings in 310.25
The attacks on enemy~held noints in Mew Guineca were nor merely diver—
. slonary raids necessitated by the werther bleck~out of Eabaul., They were
rpther o nart of an Allied attempt to thvart Jrrenese intentlons in the New
Britoip=iew Guinez thenter. Allied Intelligence believed that su enemy nlan
to reespture Lee oud Salamous hed been ropluced by o declsion to hold g line
ronning from ksbaul along the routh coast of Few Jritaln to Arawe, ncross
Vitiaz Streit to Sio and up the Fev Guinesn corst to Vewak. Persistent Jop-
snese counterattacks nerr Sattelberg, burze movements along the const, & feuw
shins movinyg into lrdrnz, and evidence of the Lrmy iir fervice's belng built

up by withdrawing aireraft from the Forthi-estern .res gove paopwort to this

It vas malte wrobeble thed Japsnese intelli-ence too was making an
estimte of thea sltuation on the basgis of the Allied scmle of efforxrt. In
viev of the heavy 41lied eitrcka crrried out in snite of the disagreerdle
weather normally exmected in Cetober and Fovember, the Jeoanese undoubiedly
expected o major amvhiblous attnck at some moint in Few Britaln. LIt was
logleal, and therefore noel unexpecied, ithat the enemy ghould strike at the
Allied bases most liely to be key points in such sn attempt., One of these

. was Oro Ery, an anchorzge vhere there vere olmost sure 10 be a considerable
nuniber of Liberty shipe and many small naval craft 2% all times, Thls was
the cose on 15 October vwhen, shrtly before 0800, n shin's radar picked up
o nunber of unidentified mlotz dmnreronsly close to its own wosition in Oro

Bayve Hatches and bulitheads were no more than closed and sntiaireraft mositions
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monned vhen a large formntion of enemy Vale escorted by Hamms, Zelizes, and
Osears roamred down to0 the attack. Meanwhile the local fighter sector had
ordered 18 P~Z8%g of the 4324 ¥ighiter Smaadron vhich hod been on ground
alert to seramble above 20,000 feet and had nlerted other sruadrons. Filots
tunbled from their tents and ret out for the alr sirlv riding snything on
. vheels. llaj. Charles H, lfncDonnld and Cant. Jilliam He Ivey, from Headounrs
ters Souedron, cfter gettineg Yan wnoffielsl jeep record® in their dash to
the strip, "stole" two planes from the 43248 Sgundron. Withirn 10 minutes,
the 7tk nnd 3th Squrdrons had nut 8 F=40'g and 8 PwF8Tg into the sir followed
at 0820 by 73 P-¢8's of the 43lst and 4724 Sauoﬁ.rons.g?

By the time thoe {irst P=38's hnd spotted the enemy formotlon, the lesd=
ing Vals hed dropred bombs scoring a hit on a Liberty shin, The P=i#8's dive
ing down from 20,00 feet, some at more then 50D nmiles an hour, immedlately
broke un the Jannnese formation ani drove its individual elemente out to gea.
a3, Franic D.’ Vomking, leading the advenzed flichte, shot down o Zelke and = Val.
fant. Gerald Johnson destroyed tuo Valg, an Csear, an® anoiher mrolable Vel.
lacDonalé and Ivey ensconced in thelr "stolent nlanes ench nccounted for
two Vels. An hour and e half ofter the take—off, the froy uns over, asno 1l
arericen nilots hrd returned to brge. One P28 had Tren lost, but only o feuw
Japanece fighiers hrd escaped out to sea. Suenby~seven Vals, the entire force

*

of dlve bombers probably mrnned by 54 pilots ane _uncers, and 20 acsorted
=8
. fighters hed DPeen thot dovn,.

Although it ig probable that this attrclz corried out by Jemenese novel
slreroft wne breged on Mey ﬁri‘nain, there wars soma evidence thet the Army sir
gervice 2t \leick vee tectming more retive, Tour P-d0'y of the 8th Fighter
Sausdron hnd intercented 2 substzntial force of Zekes, Orcers, and Idlwys in
the neighborhood of Finschhafen shortly nfter the Oro Bay retion, and hed shot

N o
N \ .-y - ‘\ffl '’ s
"r:;.a w,-‘gur 5\ 4 ki 7

ETR e PR

ORI WS Dua g
THIS PAGE DecIaSSIfled IAW EO12958

FUNTHNLE




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ALIRE-16 W L Wi . 108
- ng 4T
FaRLs s W B’—— o
down siz of them; rnd rodézr uniis on the come dny renorted frecuent un-
10entified vlots, The evifernce of enexy -ir aciivity in lew Gulner to-
cether with the fmet that weather cantinued to nzke » Rabsal strike
unfereible seemed t0 enll for anotker Allied nir attncek on nortlezastern
et Guinen,

Cn 16 Oatober S1lied atteolr bowbk-re vere out in force, .=20te struck
at Czpe Glovzegter, Thlrty—two E~-081s serrched veinly for shivwing revorted
betreen Cove Iloucester snd Mndanz vhils two sew drons of P-B8'e wvroevided
top cover. TFour more seusdrons of E~25's escorted bv two Pe-sa? s-urdrops
set out for Alexishalen, Iut Ttrd testier, fnilure to make & rerdie-vous
with the fighterg, cnd noor cooréin~tion 2% the target turned a mart of the
formstion sray from wlexichafen tow 2d a secondxry objecilive in the Sio ares.
Only the 5-058 a~urdrons hit Alexichsfen with a bombines ~nd 75=mm. strzfing
ati-ck, They : core intercented, tubl ihe escorting P-47'g kpocked down 13
Zekes, Hramg, rn? Tonvs. .

The rttacle on Llexighefen, lincang, nnd Sio were only moderztely sue-
cecaful, But 2 third mirgion on the ssrr éay hit grounded rsireraft in the
Lewsl srea with good rerults. The FLUth Grown, which performned thie wmission,
took off fron Fort loresby in the esrly wornlny, met three s~undrons of
Fozgle in the vicinity of Zens Few., =ni nrocceiec t0 wewuk vic the Famu
valler and acrors the Senik Rlvers Three hours after the teke-off the
sttwck bombers recched the torset sren and svent zcroxs the Boram and 'ewak
érones in line ~brergt, drovwirg 100=lb. wire-wrsoned bombs and a few pars~—
frags and thoroughlv strefing the entire arez. A nunber of Janenege fighters
atternted to bresl un the stteck formatilon, bub the F~38 escort wrovided

excellent eover ~nd shot fown et le st five of the ereuwyr fighters. Some
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19 Z¢kes rnd Tonye, hovever, peverely harniced the 12 B-ZBEle of the 500th

Zoundron,

the dartin; attockers.

surret sumners #n- even the forwerl=firine ,80's uere turned on

Fine of thet vers chot down, but one Pw2d wag so

gseriourlv drmaged, Wrobrbly by snticireritt fire,

that it wne foreed to

crach~lend in the vrter,

Other E=23's hovercd over the wounded nlene »nd

lack of fuel forced them to lerve,

It woe revort=

éropred life rafts, but -
~d loter thnt 2ll cix of the crew hed been observed near the life refts, The
rexrinins ¥-251c returned gafely 4o bree. fThey hod flown » totrl distence of
1015 miles, ~ni in adGition to the 1/ enemy nlames shot dovn hnd destroved an
egtizsted 32 on the ground.gg

The “11ied rir striltes in Tew CGoinen ot thig tine could not be cone-
Ther were ratber nan

gldered o vert of 2 gervarate Jdew Guines offencive.

attemmt to preserve -+ status -mo in Few Gulnesn while the msin 2ir strengsth

ung focused on L wwl. %her vere helonin: to holf the Tlank which at the

evnropriste time would be in turn ths vgene of & deternined drive. Ocoom
slonnl efforfs were merde by Jancnese alr units to bresk throush that flank,
One of thoee nod failed on 15 Octobers Another occurred on L7 October,

The Yirct Alr Tack Force woo wretorins o grour? cooverstion miecion in the
Sattelbery sres; fighter geurdrons were on normel escort and oetrol flights;
ant. several Moresbyeinced medium bombrriment units were beins moved to Tobo-
curn in cnticiwetion of n mnjor etrike rrainst Habaul scheduled for tke
folloving day. bShortly nfter 1002 hours cevernl of thrse medium srundrons
errived over the Dobo'ura lendines field and vere prevaring to land 1ken they
received &

virning of & red alerts within a few riputec an enemy formation

of Zeken and Ponys v-s ceen conminsz in low over Cro Erv, The Pw35's turced

euny from the landing fleld at nbout the s-me time that Allied fighters
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swwionco. frow sround slert snd ratrol misrlons bepen to he @ off the enemy
&2
atic Gre

The <2Zd Sru-déron, which he6 been escorting shivvine off Morobe Har-

bor, rerched ihe enemy firste It encounterred 12 .'ekes and speedily shot
. dovr 10 of thems Such lomsided victorier were bound to make the Arerlcsn
lads feel n Lit cocky, rnd in the midst of the brttle a voice over the
voice radic w:e heard to szy "Some one come on over here, Ilve got five
of them cornered.? The 431st Fighter Spuadron encountored 20 Zekes and
shot down 9, while other unite rccounted for 7 more, Z=ven P-26'gs contribu—
ted to this &»y¥s victory whenm four intercevted s formotion of eneny planres
in the vicinity of Finschhnfen -nd Cesbroved four Til¥a »nd an Oscsr. 1In
the doyte combet, 'E:h.ree P-326%s vere lost with two milots, Lbt. Virgll F. Hagen
wnd Z6wsrd I. Hedrick., Ace "Tommy! NeGulre wans credited with at least two
kills before he wrs forced %o beil out of hig plene riddled by Jamenese
fighters end friendly 4, but the erev of s PT boert later fished him out
of Oro Ba,:sr.sl
Bebaul, 18 Cctober

This Janrnese 2ir reid 414 Little more thon ¢ele the arrdval of the
Fort lloresby B-gb's at Iobodura, and wlens for the pext cay's Babeul miesion
contimeds Hight gpa-Grons of hesvice rnd two of ctrsfers vere to0 atteck
Vurelkeren, Lalunsi, snd Tobers, It wng exmcoted $hat these landing filelds

. woule be so Dadly cut up by the boubing tkat all airborne enemy fishiers would

be forced to laxnd at Banowo where thev womld be at the nerey of a leter low—
level strafineg attecks Althoush the Jrvenere rnic of the duy before hed not
prevented the launchin: of the sllied ati~ck, the vesnther vlaved haver with

it. Seventy-seven E-g4%s get out cg vlenned shortly after 0700, “hey

f'ffgii"ﬂ ”“;
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encountered zool weather until they rerched Lirivine, three hours later,
where three enmandronse of P-Z5'g joined them. 4t 2bout this time, six
attrex srandrons took off from Dobodura, mets at & rendezvous over Cro Bay,
and proceefed tol wrd niriwine vhere they in turn were joined by an escort
of threes rore FP=28 spurdrons.

Fennvhlle the T=24%g were rnnins into heavy vesther. "Cumu~Fimbueh
with tows running uo to 25,000 feet hnud been encountered before reaching
Rew Britain. Aroroximetely an hour and a half out, the P=Z8 escort, sll 55
of them, returned to Kiriwlna, Tha 3-34%z turned to the west and followsd
a seemingly solid werther front ag far as Finachhefen, which blocked off the
Solomen Seas Tielve resched Cove Hogking ond bombed the sirfield there, three
hlt Cepe Gloucester; ont six others bombed $l0. The renzin’er returned to
bere after gzlvoing most of their boumbs in tke ses.

The B«Z5's encountered the grme veather front an hour or o later.
Thelr flzhter cover too wasg forced to turn beelz, bdut tke lesders of the
attock fornstlon detercined to prers on ng lowr os it wes mossible, They
drommed 0 - =winimun s fe r~ltitude mnd slivned under ths dancerous trovicsl
cloudss One flight homvered by mechanicel diffieulties turned brek, but
affer about an hour's flyving, 50 B-25's emerged from the storm, and hesded
inland reross Cave Gazelle. At this voint, the 38th Crouv swung to the left
to hit Toberm, ~nrd thenks perimnms to the protection mrovided by the intervening
clouGs, achieved cormlete toctieal survrise. Thev relersed almost 207 = 100-
Lbe derclition borbs ané observed st lenst 16 enemy wlanes burn or exnlodes
In the meantime three srundrong of the %45th Grouv vere striking at Eauope
wlth even greater succese. In the first strafing snd tombing run, they Ge-

siroyed an estirrted 25 nlenes on the prounds On the return sween sonroxi-

nmately 60 melp
¥y .eneﬁv fighters dnrted in to rtt.cl)fne i\i 3-pat TP‘ Tﬁp\ﬁ ar:ﬁQOaging
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down 10 to0 12 Zekes znd Hampe, 1l the Lmericsn nlzree were ~ble to evade

the intercevtors and return either to Kiriwins or Iobodura.
The fourth seundron of the Z45th Croup, the 5Qlet, was freing 2 more
savere teshb. Ita atizelr wap cerried oat cominegt shivpoing off Vunapope,

‘ The Jamancce sntiaireraft defences in thie area vere mowerful, rnd seeord-
ing to ~ later radio intercept hod been fully alerted by o Jevanese svobter.
Only six B-Z5'g rewched the objective. These formed in two flizhts, rlightly
staggered, bubt in lixe sbreast, and sweobt towsrd the cozst soraylng 21l camm
rnd sunrly »rens in thelr path with the 48 forwerd-firing mechine guns., Trey
broke over the com t, snd orme flight lined un on o 5,000-ton freighter and
the other on a 6,000~ton freighter—transmort. The freishter was géraddled
by two 1,000=lb. bowbs fuzed vith a 4/5-sceond delor, It overturmed. PStill
ruffling the wnter with their prov woeh," the vlores hecded for a wildly
nmoneuvering corvettes Two bombs hit directly ahesd of this vessel aznd ex=
Ploded just -6 it v-eged over the noint of imvact. The corveite was de-
moliskeds The rpecord flight, led by Cani., Lvle 3. Anzeker, fired tke suver—
structure of the freiphter-transport with machine guns, then drouvnad five
bombe near or in the vessel, thereby Lliftins it out of the vaber. Yneny
Tighters dove to the attecke. ILt. Helph G, Wallece's right enpine began 9
smokke, Tibration threatened to tear it loose. “allnce fenthered the prop
snl vent on single—engine operation. The other two B=25's fell brck to

. nvrovide orotection, Lt. Herlan H. Feterson's plane wes hit; one engine burss
into flrmes; the left wheel drormed down from the nreelle. The B-25 culelkly
logt speed cnd sltitude and londed in the viber, tzil down. Jenonese fight-
ers svocped to sirafe, The remeinins two B=£5'g of the flight hecded for home.

Yore emeny fighters, some 40 to 50 Zekes, Hemps, =nd Tonve, contimued

to attrek over Cove Gozelle, The Jows were 7er=1stent and darln#. One, 2
,-__}\ 4)1 |l-,lui! |
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o mean lookins D stzrd end not amiling ze Hollywood shows them,? ezsed
into formation between An~cker's and Wr1ll:ce's B~25's and flew for more
than o minute not more than 80 feet zvare. The gunnere 41d not dare fire
for ferr of hittins the other friendly vlane. Other Javanese were making
fraouent thrusts from nbove snd below. ¥ellrcels turret gurner ren out of
srranition ond eeslled for more. The engineer and rafio overator were firing
the walst gome, operatlng the rodlo, »nd ir thelr svare time clamming their
hands ov'r » revered fuel linme which wes flooding the wolone with zzsoline
and funes. Onc turret gun nnd one vwoist gun were socon shot outs The three
enlirted men becnme grogey from fumess The copllot while firing his .45 2%
the attreking Zekes wna reriously wounded in the shdomen. Mesnwhile Anscker's
tlane veg hit, Il suddenly turned tovard the Hew Britszlin coast and was last
seen stl1ll under attack znd loeing altitude. linllsce continuer alone, flying
no more than 30 feet rbove the water anéd maneuverings so skillfully thet =t
least four eneny plenes crashed into the water whille making diving attecks
at the elusive I~05. In spite of heving to fl,w:r more than two hours on one
engine and vith 41 ganing holes in his plone, wWrll2ce broucht his ~ireraft
down on the Klriwirs londiny field shortly after the three mlones of the
other fligzhs,

The mlssion une n triummh for the attack enuadrons. Fifty-five Be25ls
bal et oubs Five hed friled to roach the torset, ani three had not returned.
Ferh:ps 40  eneny sircreft hod b-en degbtroved on the ground, ond 26 in the
2irs In =ddition the B0lst Snuadron had definitely sunk one Fox Tare Chorlle,

22
one rox Tare Boker, snd one corvette.

It woe becomdne obvious, however, that weether conditions oﬁd not vernid

a cosmplete Fulfillment of the plan for an eorly reduction of Rabaul. Indeed
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the loss of three B-24%s on 18 Cctober beesure of the weuther togetiner wilth
the frilure of the entire force to reach lts odjectlive had convinced General
Whitekesd thot the use of heavy bovibers should be somevhet limited. He nrgued
that any olan vhich ould send 3-20'g at night ~mainst noints across the
. Solomor Sex such as Ksvienz, Bulm, rnd Asbeul, would result ine 15 to 3D
per cent loss., His suscestlon wes to hit Kevieng at night with I'BY's and
by doy with Be24Tg coordinntedqwith e fizhter sween to Holsul ealenlated to
hold the enemy fichters there.LB
Operntions in Hew Gaines, 19~22 Oghober
Any interference with nsjor scheduled overations comolicsied the entlire
operrilonnl routine of the alr force. '"Ihe benting down of Rabaul! wess the
orinvary mission of the First Alr Tegk Force. Thas General Whitehezd bed to
save heavy bombers, two atiock bowber qroups, rnd the six P-3F8 soumdrons
for eny porsible oonortunity to werform th-t miscion., Eowever thig vut a
severe limit=tlion on the fighter force avnilable for escort and vstrol mig-
siong. It meant that ICUVe rnd other small craft carryias retions «<nd suvolies
to the Aagtr«liens in the Fingckhnfon srer hed to itravel by night snd take
cover by dar. The best Generzl Linltehead could nromise the Havy in the wav
of fighter escort to cover one convoy, for exsmmwle, wans two flights of P-40's
from firgt licht uwntil 0900, two to four flishtp of P47y and two flighta of
. P--&O‘;,%gggnani 1800, and two flishts of F-d0's from then wnbil darkness,
This would lecve no wmore than one g~undronm of F=~427's and two of P=20';3 on
ground elert to cover the mrss of shipping in Ore Fay. ‘hitehesd vrophesied

tant the Yavy would “"souawk to high heaven® at any reduction in fighter patrols,

but ~dded that he could not coont on using the F=23 forze "to cover shipoing
Rl
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and troon eorriers and aleo cover tlf:-, misgion of taling out the eneny alr
force rt 3wkn, Saboul, and Ka.vieng.; .
The westher forecasters folloving the 18 Ostober mliscion issued in-
areasingly sloony wredletions, They wroohesied continued bad we-ther vhich
. woald not mermit a reneval of the FEobsul offensive until 23 Octover at the
earliest, Thus the ¥ifth Alr Torce's energles onze more were turned to the
west, Although there hod been a puxber of minor strixes agalnst the ftena-
clous enemv in tha Eattelberg sren, General Whiltehend was un-bile to nlan 2
major cttrck Lecause of a continued lsocek of gregific information from the
Ausbrollans as to = terget. The lull in MNew Eritsln omer~tions offered a
good onmortunity, however, s~nd - eosrdinrted nlesrion was vlamned for 21
Uctobar., It came ot an omoptume time when the emeny wes threstening to
recover loet ground. TFifty-eix Z=34'g drovmed over 200 tone of bombs which
leveled Zattelberz village, 4 few hours later 10 B-2E's swept szlorg cuonly
roufsg and over Jaranese nositions in the ganme area drowoing deloyed~zction
bombg fron o minlmam altituéa.ks
Cn the same day, & foilure to vrovide prowerly for the fighter escort
vrevented the accommlishment of a scheduled strice again=t Sewsk. The vlan
had contenplrted the ugr of 3=25"s eccorted by Fwd7lg fron Port loreshye
But the PwsPlp would recuire refueling on the way both to nnd from the torget,
and it wag reallzad, armerently too lsote, thrt thls would go delsy the B~25's
. that ther would be unrble to surmoant the regular afterncon tuild-ar of high
cuwnnlue elouds on top of the moant-~ing on the way brek to bese. The atisel
wag, thereforn, vostvoned until the entire alr ecchelonm of the 748th Fighier

Groun could move Lemoorsrily fo Teill Teili, The atteck oveccurred on 22 Oot-

obar. Two smurdrons of sirafers escorted by almost 50 F-47's swept over 3ut
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And Dngva alrdrotes, and one snundron of E~2G0ty h.it shinping off the

neignboring conet, The bombers Gagtroyed 13 slrcrsft on the zround,

silenced LA wogitlone, sand sock two gnall luggers, Antlalreraft fire

wig £light nnd innzcurate, nndg ithe F-47's provided rood vrotection from
. intorcepting fighterg. Tuo of the escorting scu-drons encountered amproxzi-

mztely 18 Tomys sud shot dowvn four of them, but four of the F=47's vere in

turn shot tlozén-

Raboul, 27 Ostober

Neanihile Z=24%s pent t0 k@on ~ venther eve on the router t9 Rabaul
were reporting more frvorable wve~ther over the Solowon fer and Twir Fpritain.
Thle geemed to confirm the emnrller forecast of Generwi .hitshead's weather
mens lLoreover, earlier Intelllscnce reworts indlce-ted thet the Japanese
were revlacins 211 losses ipcurred over Yew Fritezin =lmost es renidly as ther
oceurrsde Fhotoe o 19 Ostober, for examole, showed 211 circraft on the four
Aabrnl &ramgs. Thig infornntion clinched the wlun t0 renew th~ offensive on
23 October.ﬂ

The schedule anlled for a heavy bowber attnck with the 90th Grouv hite
ting Lakunel ond the 43¢ Vomnkonau. In pédition the nlan ineluded s fishter
sween by three P=7& srusdérons wrior to the borbing attnek, a fighter scundron
to escort each boubardwent sroue, nnd 2 -ixth seruncron to orovide over-sll
top cover. Uhe mlssion sterted out sccorcine to vlan with 57 B=24's meeting

‘ their essort of 107 F-28'a over Kirivwirnr. The nowerful formetion hezded to-

ward Hew Drltain snd renched the Rebaul zres only 6o find that the two object-
ives were cormoletely bleczed out by cwmlus cloud layers built un to verhsps

20,000 feat. There hid been no vrowarrsn-e’ feclsion o3 t9 £ seconary terget,
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but the group lenders cuiclkly decidel unon Ramomo, snd announced the chence
on the command redlo sets Some confausion wog ocersloned by the chznge znd
in several coases resalbed in woor bomb rung, whlle other bombers did not
drop thelr bombs »t allse A subsbantial number of 100- and 500~1b, denoli=
tion bombs anl smll frrg clustere, hovever, were seqbiered over the rup-
ware end dlsperssl arers. Flghter intercention, though not v rticulsrly
versictent, nnde observetion of damepe diTticult, =nd most seuadron merra~
tives refused to list results, The officlal report, hovever, clzimed 20
medivn bonbers cmd fighters destrored on the ground inm rddition to four
Zeiten in comount. The P-38': hed e =in vrovided excellent cover, snd bed
shot dovn 12 additionnl ensiny firhters. Coly one PwZ8 weg lost, bub the
wilot, Lte Zdword J. Czarnecki, succeeded in meking his war to Tew Eritain,

ki
where he lived wibth natives for three months before belng rescued,

debaul, 24 October

The nir o"fensive continued on 24 Uctober. The Tirset Alr Task Force
vplon of thrt day celled for a lovelevel sttack on three FAzteul airdromess:
Lhe 74 Grown (8th, %0th, and 1Bth Seundrons) cgelnst Zepopo and Tobera and
the Z75th Groun r-rin-t Tunalmmnau, Orizinelly 27 strefers vere ssgigned
$o hit Ramops and Tobera, but nine of them were diverted to seek out three
Jemonese degtroyers revorted in DBein Bay and spent four hours vainly senrche
ing for thems ZChe attock on Fabaul wrs scheduled for 1000, almost two kours
before previous low-level attrcks, in en ntitemnt to throw the enems fighter
defenses off bzlance. Unfortumately, howevrr, the trikew~off wss deleved for
over an hourj ~nd the bombers of the 73 Groun, which became somewhet sevsrated
over the Zolozon fer, lost more wreclous time in remseemblin: over Wew Fritain.

By the tine the le-ding T:lares crowed the cdrst line, amnese fishters ware
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in the air cnd waiting, and more than 20 Zeles, Hamms, ~nd Oscars sttacked
the lending seundron from all sides, The 8th Seucdron called for fighter
help, but s2lthough cix soundrons of fighters were providing escort for the
2i-glon, none were in the irmmedinte vicinity. By the tize F-38's of the

. g0th Eavzdron could reach the h-r-.ru\nress.ed bombers, one B35 haj hef r nortion
of its wing shot off and hod crashod. Seversl Tighter wilote, by that time
engeged Yin the hottest buttle vet encountered,! swooped down towuard the
wrecked bynber tut could res no siscn of life.

The remainier of the H-05 units vere well wrotected by their fighter
escort, end exnerlenced no versistont intercevtion. The 13th Sgusdron was
the first to reach its target, Tobera asirdrome. Zombe weTe drovned ~oross
the runvays and iz revetments, vat onlv four aireraft were svwotted thers, end
no specific dnmuge wne claimed. Tne obaer smundrons hod better success, and
reported at lenst 21 airersft destroyed 2t Ropopo and 27 more at Vanakansi.
In additlon the B=2lg shot dovn eight cnenmy Tigaters, vhile the P-73 escort
wes nceounting for 37 more. Two B~25's were lost, but the crew of one was
saved r.fter a weter landing in Oollingpood Pav, and two Amerlcan fighters
erash=landed ot Kiriwina, but these pilots nles escamed. *

There wis eriticism of the 24 Octobar mission by some of the particiva=-
ting bomber crews. One commlaint zsserted that the Jnosnese had been exvect~
inz the attzelk, and $heb time of zttzek end route to the torget chould have

‘ been different from previous strikes., It wes slso ar.ued that coconut groves
surrounding Ranopo =nd Tobers concerled the ailrdromes so well from low~flying
planes that that twpe of abtack wos imoracticeble. In anyv easa, the 13th
Sruadron was convinced that the Tobers mission hed teen merely r waste of

an
effort in view of the few vlanes bosed there. r,} o
foaot
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Rabzul, 25 October

The Bobandl offensive hnd not vet touched the gre-t Jananese fighier
base at lalunal. Hervy boabers had sturted out for that objective on ab
lenst tvo ozcrsions, bub each time the weather had foreed = chonce in nlen.
An attack on Islmanal woe desirable primerily beesure 1t would contrlbuie 62
the whittling do'n of the Jovenrse air foree. This in torn vould serve hhe
secondr.ry vurnose of simwlifrins lster sbbrcks me-inrt other lucrstive tar-
zete in the Heboul nrea such »¢ the shivping in Simpson Harbor. It was
logieal then thet following the missions of 22 and 24 Uetober, Seneral White-
hesd should scheadule first o he:a.vyﬂ'oomber attoer asdnst Lamanal, and second
2 eoordinnted resault on shivolng,. :

Althoush the venther fommsiers hrd pronhcsied poor weother, henvy
bombors set out for Lakunni on 25 Uectober. The nlan eczlled for a twowsroun
atiack egcorted by four seuwidrons of fighters ond nreceded by a fighter sweep
of two other F-Z8 grdron-, The alericn storted out satizrzctorily with 61
Hwldte and 81 P=i#Bl'g jfoining formction ¢ ususl over Liriwine, TFrom there
on, hovever, the wenilher grew grofurlly worse, snd in sbout 45 minutes the
F=28 le: ders announced on the cormrend fresuency that ther could not continue.
Amporently neitiier bond growe correnier recelved the mersage, They went on
tovard the torgets Seventywihree F~Z8'c¢ and 11 B=%41g turned bock, tut Haj.
Choxles H, Mrelorsld with eighi nleines of the £72d Fishter Seusdron determined
to glve the bombers come rummort. By lepding his £light hich encugh to esceve
the woret of the venther front, he succeeded in reschirg Anbsul. The bombers

which hettered thelr way to Iekunnl met flerce Jamanere resistance. Crulsers

rnd destroyers in the hexbor sent up a hall of H=in. sntiaireraft shells which

i e ikl
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burat tetveen 20,000 and 25,000 fret over the water and Lakunnl drome.

Lapd brtterles locnted ~roun’ the rirtleld rud kertor coniributed to this
nnticircralt berroge. As the I-24'c vere nokiny thelr lLord run, more than
€0 Yekew, Orcnre, Eennp, and Tonvs began £ teries of harersirg ettecks.
MacDonald had rttrched hir eight P-28'c to the lending bomb seoundron hovirg
thet "the Fipe reeing ue would be dlrcourrged and merheos figure thet there
were lotls more of up." when enony fighters flret svpeared, the 1ittle for-
mation out on ¢ formiceble chow nnd gerrec thiem 0off, Mrelonnld himself ghot
down one Zele in flrrpege Gtherwlse the eight fighters amrintrined n veaving
vetrol over the area for «~om~ 45 minutes, ~voldins combat whenever mosslble,

The 4023 Tomb-riment S~u-drom brincing vo the renr of the ~ttack frced
faricus eneny fishter intercevtion. I% zrrived over Lekunsi to find that
cirdrome "o sectbing, bolline mnas of bord Just,” whieh obseured normsl aim-
ing vointe. The tembrrdliers, well briefed on ~lternstes, however, wut sll
but four of 108 tombe in the penersl lrrpget sren. In tre neantime, the gune
ners were tryine t0 keen more dhan FO eremy alrereft at a sife distamce so
that the bombers c¢ould errry out thelr wrinnry mlesion of drovplrz bowbs.

On a purber of occrsiong, the Javupere broke throush this defence, and one
borter wos £200 SEVerely ﬂvmg-ei. with one engine comoletoly shot out and
another of litile wuse, 1% could not keev uo with its s-undren, and two other
Bunely spo=red ony of forpriicn 0 wrovide e wonsure of escort.

Attacks oxn thece three olares care more remicly snd fren all spngles.
Percistent eneny fighters defled the oross five of the two "heslthyW wnlones
in order to rerch the "wounded® one. Xight enemy nlaree were shot dovn,
but finellys the frliering B2t wze left on ite owne For 15 minutes, enemy

fizhtere Iitcr: 11y welted in Iire Tor their turn to meke vas<es, They
o . 1" .- - . T

Ao v 1 -

o w— i

- - . -
— s

. i ‘in‘
‘lJ!.l (A

B A_\JLL _;|\ ,1‘ E'i Lm(l

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

- -

— it DS
R
rlddled the B~24, Ite bomb bey uar awarh with fuel £nd hyéraullic flunid.
Only o engines were functioning, I1ts top turret gune hef Jarmed, Ammue
rition was elmoct exhrusted excent for r» few rounde in the nose turret. 3ub
oae by one the Jrornece vlares geve wo the fight until only six or seven
remnined. Unexcectedly thece, to9, turned bask toward New Britaln st s time
. vhen "the suzrry was o o o theirs for the taing,' Only » few minuies nfter
the lact Jemunere plane bnd dlsanueared, both remeining engines cut out, znd
the Literstor war brousht down wmon the water, The nose ducked under with
a terrific impret. The tov of the fugelo~e broke onwen at the bomb Way, end
tie flve crev members on the half deck crswlod out and tumbled inte ske ocean.
The flight deck and eockolt were filled with voter. The radic dverztor, navi-
getor, and ensinecer were brdly injured, tut they succeeded in cravling out
the esespe hatch, The vilot end co-wmilot were $rstved in the c¢crushed cocke-
Tite In the mecmtime, o onll for help had been sent from the crashed plepels
flight, =nd swproxinstely one hour Inter, & Catelin: floated down on the vater
gnd rescucd th- surviving zembors of the crew,

Tiir Be24 wep the onmly Allied losz~ suffered in the Iekunal atteck., Tre
dang, on the other bend, hed logt hervilyse Thirty-nine planes hnd been shot
doun in conbrt, =and sround installstions b-4 been severely cut um. Ifdesiop
revorts eubritted soon rfter the nttrck failed in every case to smecify the
drmzye done, but later vwhoto intelllsence indicubted thet at lenst 21l nl=nes

43
. ard been destroved on the sround.

Sabeul, 22 Cctoler
Genmerzl Whitehe d's olnn ked crlled for a low-level atisck umon shiocirg
Tollowips the La'unsi mission. The Firet 4ir Trglk Force hed every intention
of earrying out tkls phose of the nlan, but the Tenther contimiss to be an un~

predleteble frotor, On 28 Oztober, for e?s"'mle, 83 -25's seb out, but the
. ] (o ’
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ecuntorial front, bullding up in the neignborhcod of Airiwinc Islend,
prevented the fighter cover from takinr off, and all B-g5'c turred brok.
Jor the pext four dénye, no lerger dayli ht atiack wes ¢icvatched reross
the gece to Lew Britein, but Grnercl whitehend's sugrestions as to night
. attecks on Hev Irelond were beirg wut into effect. The BAAF with Deau-
forte, Zesufighters, and P=20'c had zlready been carrying out numerous
mlseions from Kirivins avsinet woints in soutkern et Briteiln. On 26
October it bepon o series of scesulte with Cotelinns soainet Lovieng in
few Irelants In the first of thege, three Catalin-g dromped demolition,
fr:gmentation, -ond incendinry bombe on the sirdrome; and P4 hours later
five more hit G:swrta, Esavieng, -nd shioving nesr Talucem, Night after
night the sloveflyin- wstrol nlanesg returned, sir-fing antisircraft vogliw
tiong, sterting firec in hangers and on disperssl areng, m~ni generally
trving to 'persue:ée the Jamonece that ziﬂ. neg tithdrawn from Rabzul vere
also vulnersole on Eavieng nirdromee, l
The interruniiorn of the Frbrul offensive kad doubtlers given the
Jdamanere AR ovtortunity to repair the hsvoe wrousht by the her.vy borbers,
end thie fact wrobzbly rccounted for a drcision 40 strike the airdromes
ezaln with heavy bonters rether then to risk the strefers in a low-level
ettock on chippirge ot until 29 October vee the Piret Air Task Force
nble to renev the Fabnul offengive. Nven on that day the weather revort
. wiE not narticularly wromlsing® deep cloud rress with moSerate to heavy
reins over the Cornl nn: south Solomon sensy sné the Mugsual deev alonde
with hervy shovers over ropres durines the evening.® But it wroved to be =

routine and oulte successful atfnck on Vuneksnsu alrirome. Forty=gix B=2dle
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rerched the terpet, And droovrd 120-1b. frayg clugiers and 50 ~lb. femolition
tombe over runways and revetments. Iatér vhoto intervreistion indicoted
conpilerable damages Eemorts by the crews themselves claimed arproximately
nine sireralt destroyed on the ground, but the leter revorts more than

. doubled that number.

She bomber erets ond fighter wilots found thot eneny Intercentors
were munerous, but not variicularly erfestive. It ceemed evident thrt lese
exterienced Jeremege nilots vere bein: Lrought in ns renlrcemente, and that
"$he enger milots were not exnerienced; and bthe exmerienced not Ba.cere !

“hig wee merhims fortunate, particulerly on this ocension, for the American
Tishter ercort - seimed to the misecion bad, for once, become badly confused.
4n initial mizeun At Tiriwing, for oxnmple, rewulted in the Z0th Squziron's
takirs off betwveen flights of the 24723 Spuadron, nnd tkese flighte never re-
estrblirhed contoct during the misslon. The 431gt Squndrom, walch was cesign-
ed the top-cover position, moreover, found b0 its surorise thet o conslier=
able nurber of P«Z5': were flying above, and thot there was no swu dron
betveen ite fliphts and the torters. Yevertheless, eremy interception

vee relatively unsuecegseful., Be-2f gumners destroved seven of tie eneny.
Azmericrn fignter nilote ehot down 18 more, vhile one Fev8 and its pilot,

4_‘%
It. Christopher O, Eortlett, feiled to return.

. Simpgon Horbor, 2 Novembrer
Again an ilopenetrnble westher front settled down over the Solomon
Bea cnd vprevented & folloi=-un wission., 7This wra o felay vhich the straf-

ing seusdrons were Ysveatin;: outl." It bnd been definitely decided thet
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the naxt ctriie 28 40 be » low=level mttack unon valooing in Simoson
Q.rbor ratker thun woon rirfieldes Thers vere r mumber of rezsons for
thls declrion. Attacks on alrfislds vere becomias; less and lese lusra-
tive. The Jansnece bomber force rt Bebaul had beew cut dotn to a mini-
. wam of verbzos 40 ~ireraft, and the Rabeml fighter forece consisting of
some 100 nlanes Uere nsuslly able to avoid belns c-wught om the ground.
Thus shinping avwpenred as the most fruitfal torgets It seemed probatle
500 thot an stivak on shimpning would Le of most ngsistence o the nffen=
sive operutions then under way in the south Pzeific. Allied forees had
gone ~chors in the Ire-surv Islonds on o7 Cetober ne n vrelinisnry move
Tor the major londlps ot Xrmress Augaeta Bar on 1 Movemb-re Sirce the
domonese force st Zob-ul wre the prineloul source of reinforcerents for
the entire rrec. betweon the Solomone and Few Britoin, on Allled strive on
shinping in Simoson Harbor wouid. contribute directly to the cuccess of the
Bzlsey forces on Bougainville, °
It irs reslized that a low-level rbtnek on Simwson Harbor wes froucht
with risks. Zot only were the drrenes? exoected to throw every available
fighter vlape into the defenge of precious ghiwodng, but Simngon Hurbor,
shaved something 1ike 2 bathiub ané rimmed by hish sround,was idesl for
antinircr=ft defenses, The Jemenese had taken full advantage of this,
Heovy gune and autorcticwy eanon bDrbterles were emml-ens along the ghore
. and in the surrounding bills, e#nd these together with the worshivs in
the horbor were in o vosition to provide a viclous borr-ge sgeinet low-

level attnclk,
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5 oorlaary cansiéemtiou, in eny olan of abtrcz on Simpson Herbor,
therclore, was the neubralization of these sefencese XKneny intercevtion
could be wartislly tolen e~re of by o fighter sween preceding the arrival
of the str-~fers., 3But the antlailreraft was more of a nroblen, The solu-
. tioa recomrended by Genernl Jhiteherd wes to blanket the land defenses
with swoke nrlor 42 the strike on chinning. Zxperiments bv tactiecel
units in cooner tlon vith chemicsl trrfare and ordornce exverts hod
shoin whlt> whosvhorous bombs rrmed with instontaneous imvact fuces hed
the degired cffect, There wes sone érmger in drovnming the chemleal from
# lov eltitude, but it vrc found that cutting the wowder cherge in the
burster by 50 u: r cont veraitted ~» zafe rTelence of the bombs at ~ltitudes
albove 100 feeﬁ.ls
Tension vy kigh ia the Aaorican unlts deslsmnted for the strive.
On four consecutive dnye medium and Tishter unlts vere alerted, ans nlsnes
tat in fignl re: diness for the gtrikey On erch ocorsion ot the Inst min-
ute Rirct Alr Tret Force (TATF) colled it off because of the weatier., Yhe
strala wog not eosod by the znowledre that everw hourts deley wes wermite
tiny the erewy to brirg in nore sireraft to ronlace lomses from orevious
Allied sattacXks. The shraiesr had zlrerdr besn earcofully worked out. Two
fishier seuzi{rony, the *2th and 2Jth, vers to curry out » fighter sween
over Lelunal oud Slmpson Harbor three minutes before the bowbsrdment. The
‘ boobers were to coms in from the mortheast in order to take adventare of
nrotecting hille nnd the tide which coused shing to lie drosdside to thie

anprozch, Four grurdrons of the Z£5th Groun, coversd by the 431lst snd

s
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324, Sswrdrons, were then to neutralize shore sntisirsraft wocitlons by
smoke, str-fin+, Tire, »nd bombs, Iaking an enoroach throush pa ovening
in the =smoke soreen on the nortaeast corasr of the bh=rbor, the 13th and
20th "sttock" seuudrone with the 9%h Fighter Ssuadron s close cover werc

. then 0 begin the nsgsult umon the chins in Simoson Herbor. TFour minubes
1ls ter the 8th, 7lut, rnd £0566h Seuadrons 1ith the 2Z¢4 Fichbter Sausdron

£
og protection wers 0 eoneluds the sttack N
Heenwhile tle 2th Faoto Saundron wes meling éally attemmbts to obtain
»hoto reconnaiccance of the Hshaul srea. On e~ch o2ovglon wenther inter-
feraé. rrly 1n the morning of 2 lLoverber, nr 0n severazl wmreviousz nceasions,
the Firegt Alr Trgk Torce slerted the bomber unlts, At lesst four seuadrons
were dlsnotched on the misslon to Simvweon Herbor, Within » few minutes,
hovever, forebodlng vesther revorte couned & chanse of nlan, and they were
recalled. In lesc then an hoar, two F-5's were sent out. Thiz time the
skleg were reloatively clear, and the Tlying sroeth. Iwo nours later, the
weoto nl.nes were coverin virtuslly the entire Bob-ul area, ~and their photo-
gremas leter showved 7 destroyers, 1 tencer, and 20 merchant vecsels, essl-
nated et a $otal of 91,000 tons, in the harbor,i.nd, 171 fighters, 37 medium
borizers, rnd 22 Lijht boibers on the airdrouercs ”
While the F=3's were =till nhotosrsmhing the buasy scenes in Simpson

a4 rbor and on Vunalnnou, Lekunni, RBawono, and Tobera, the bombers were

0 ordered off the pround ~malne 3By 1M00 nine serusfrons of bombers snd six
of firhters flylas more then 80 3~25's end sporoxinctely bthe same number
of I=33'3z were on thelr vay, At 1330 two snucdrons of fighters led by Mai.
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Uaword Crage of the 80%h Spundron Yezan the sweev zmeross Lequncl and the
herbors. The 32th, flviag between 8,000 feet and 10,000 feet, met litile
epemy resistance, and only one milot, Lt. Hemilton He Splmon, wes credited
with o ¢efinite kill. The 16 vilots of the 8Jth Seundron, on the othar
hand, soon found taemselves eniyr~ed vith more than €0 enemy fighters.
Zeveral pilots counted nt lenst 100. By thie time the nsutralizing forze
led By aj. Benjamin Fridge, devuty conmmander of the 345th Groun, wes over
its objectlive, the choreline of Simosaon Harbor 'md the near-by hills which
conce 'led Jnpaness AA nogitions. Greet clouds of smoke maried the course
of the first two s-undroms os they covered the 2r«a 1ith whlte mhosvhorous
bombee More E-23's foliowed the ssne roubte rnd zdded to the confusion of
the Japanese gunners by drowping narafrigs throush the buraing clouds of
smoxe. These lead srucdrons met o fury of sntialrersft thrown un from
Iakuned end Vunakanwu, from shore brutteries, and frou war chivs in the
harbor, IDisht 2-Z5%'s were hit, and, of there, three friled to redurn $0 boases
Znemy intercevtion, rleo fleree throughout the encounter, varied from sgress—
ive headwon attncks o the drovping of aerisl bombs from woints fer sbove
the barbors Tu: B-25's themselves clrimed 17 Jamsnose fighters destroyed,
but the 48leb and 4323 Fighter Sowrdrons diverted their share of the eneny
asraults, ~nd shot down sn ndditlonsl 17 Zekes and Hampe,

lhoos and peniemoniun® rrected the str~fins s~uadrons which bored
throuzh the whilte gmoke rnd lobied theirl E?J ~1b. bonbs at the sides of the
shalvs trvin: to get under way in Simmson Hovbor, Anmroria-tely 40 B-05's

led by lajs John ¥, Henebry, eomuznder of the 7a Group, carried out the
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shinoin: ctincke Antiaireraft defences on the shoxe had been well taken
core of btut tha eruisers sné destrovers in the berbor seat u» o hail of
shellp and waterspoutss. Xombing ves nevertheless surnrielpgly accurate.
The 7lst Srusdron reported a 7,000- to 10,000-ton merchont vessel nrd a
. destrover loft in ¢ sinking condition, end a Fox Tere Charlie in flames.
The 406bh Seuadiren succeeded in destroying ¢ F00~ton tug and clalimed =
hit on » 5,000~ton freighter. The 80th Seu.dron cleimed direct hits on 2
cruiger, two dectroyers, n~n¢ nine trrnsports. They listed none ns =ctually
gun’, but renorted thst the ecraiser had rolled over on its sife; one de-
stroyer was left "sinking in stern," end one trensnort kad its etern bleown
awny. Another weg burning end sinkcing, a third wae probfoly supk, and all
vere on fire or smoklng 2% the concluslion of the atiack. N
The 1Zth Soucdron, insterd of followinsg the 20th over Simpson Herbor,
swung north of The lother, -« fomong volowunle londmari, and then turaed
abruntly to the souths, There it saw n nelee of airersft 1n the midst of
clouds of gmo'ze ~nd entiasireraft burests, hordly on iderl oot for » crlm
~nd sceurnte raccssment of damageg., Hovever, the seundron claiweld near
wisgrs on r manber of vessels and direct hits on two freizhter trrngoorts.
The B8th Spuvdron, ¢lose on the hsels of the 1%th, hed been baffled
by the course followed to the objiesctive, which, 1t clalued, was entirely
ot vorisnce with the origimal sttack vlanms, MNaj. Boymond He sllking, 8th
. Seurdron cozronder, who had briefed hiz ualt numerous tlwes on the exact
mearer of aworo-ch, muectioned the channe by radlo, but finnlly followed

the other unlt in orler 10 keev his assigned vogition ir formation. The
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altered line of avsrosch, however, uvget carefully rehearsed wlaos. Gwo

sharn turne h-4 £0 be mades which broke un the formetiom, and from the new

direction there vz.g only o 103=y-rd corridor throvsh the s-oke. Thus the

snundron could not atreck in line sbrerets In egnite of thase difficulties,
. aovever, the Sth Scurdron made - ruccezsful bomb run. +ilkin's plone scored

n @irect hit 0;1 e degtrover vhich "was seen $o exvlode :nd become envelaoved

in a mase ¢f flonmes and wop (efinitely left eipkipe.® Otoer hitg vere

scored on o 1lorye Fox fare Lble, » Fox Tare Uncle, vhich ncsording to one

renort broke in two, 2 Fox Ture Chnrlie which vns probably destroyed, and

a Fox frre BaXer which "muct hove been destroyeds?

Accordlng %9 the orlzinal nlzn, the Sth Scuadron was to withirsw from
the hrber vest of Valcan Creter. But the direction of avvroach prevented
thla relntively slmole escave, and goveral of the planes could not swing to
the test without dangerously erouvding other planes in the sendron, Jccord=-
Insly these B=25's were forced to traverse the entire length of the harbor,
o course vhich czrrled them dlrectly -erogrs two Jovanese erulsers near ite
mouth. Wwilking hnd intcentionelly teken a positlon on th- extrene left of
his seurdron in the belief that oart of the formrtion misght have to sy
clae o one nf the varshivs., Instend of one, hovever, he faced the con—
centreted fire of two. Hig plane slrerdy dzmzed dbv ant:ia.ircreft fire,
wzg caught in the tremendouns burrose sent D by the eruisers vhich knoaked

. of ome vertical stabilizer snl » part of the wixg, He crashed st the cn~
ir-nee to the hrrbor. Another 3-25, plloted “n,;-oLt. willism O, Knckey, wet

o simllrr fote Just south of thr two cruirers.

She érte 2 Foveuter 1943 became kmown to the Fifth ilr Force rs "Bloocdy
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Tuesday."! Japanese antiaireraft had accounted for a total of eight B-25's,
enexy fighters for arnother; and American bosbers had shot down 26 enemy
planes and had destroyed 10 flying boats and float planes in tkhe harbor,
The P=38 cover had been daring and exceedingly effective, It claimed a
. total of 42 enemy aireraft definitely destroyed, but the Japanese pilots
had proved superior to others faced in previous months, and had shot down
nine F=-38's, Another American fighter was washed ocut in 2 crash landing,
4ds a result of the action, 45 Americans were listed szs elither killed or
missinge One entire B~25 crew, that of lajor Henebry, was rescued off
Kiriwina after its plane had been Ublasted to bits between Zeros and
those damn cruisers," J/An accurabe assessment of shipping damage is pracbie-
cally impossible. The official communiqué claimed that three destroyers,
eight large merchant vessels with an aggregate tonnage of 50,000 tons, and
four small coastal vessels had been sunk., A later report of the Fifth Air
Foree listed 1 destroyer, 5 merchant vessels totaling approximately 13,000
tons, "a minecraft," and a tug as sunk and 22 other vessels damazed, but
even these figures do not entirely agree with the reports of the partici-
pating squadrons. *
Conclusion of the Habaul Offensive, 2-11 November
The Rabaul offensive fror the Southwest Pacific continued for a litile
. nore than o week after the 2 November strike. During the period results were
disappointing, and zgzin the weather had been the most effective enemy, The
medium bomber units could hardly have been expected to carry out large-scale

missionsimmediately following their effort of 2 November, bub on the two

4#”‘* Bl ]

\-—.._-bc«aj" ! oL / i T{‘:/
- “““‘ . "'"‘(:.f‘-ﬁ ¢ - %
o o T ot b !'{ [TIRERN l‘l"'!
N LU
o TP Ay
s §
- ‘L - ,1114 L o= ‘l‘l‘l - l.u‘ | SR -—

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
|
SATRE-16 R ) O T 128

{‘i,\ ﬂi@”i"’ -,

following dnys no bombere st 2ll could get through. Cn 5 Lovember, how-
aver, the weother immroved, and 7 mererful force of avoroximeiely 1070
nay2l plenes frem the South Foeific succeesfully hit Epbaul shiwning, end
shot down more thon 0 enenyv sircroft. Jesmunege fTighters hed 1ititle chanece
. to recover fron this early mornins miselion vhen 27 Be24ls from the 474
Grown nrotccted by 67 F»Z8%s érommed 21 tons of borbe on the wherf rrers
renr the tesn. Obher formetions of hesvy bonbers returned to E-«baul on
7, 10, end 1L Tovember to hit the toun as vell z¢ Lakunal and Bemono dromess
The firet of thege ritacke regulted in 13X Jaranpese tirer-ft destroyved on
the jround nnd 2% enemv fighters shot dovn. Five P=38T¢ 1 ere loct. The
Fifth Alr Dorce rtirck of 11 Noventer wrs unescorted 2nd in the early morne
ings The only obvious results w-ore lorvpre fires ard exnlosions. A carrier
taslk force later thet dav, hovever, srnk two destrovers and a cruiser and
thot dowvn 26 intercentingz enery fightcfsosz
30 frr =¢ the Fifth Alr Torece wns corcerne?, the strilke of 11 Woven~
ter 1945 ended the Erb:rnl offeneive. R4AY Besuforts throvshout November snd
Decerber cnrried freruent rnd dnrrpine stt-cke usurlly at night soripet 2ipe
¢romer rnd rhivning, znd by the mi 6le of Tecember the South Praific eormend
initleted "the cermult to rerder R-baul ineffectivs."sg The Fifth Alr Force
hod not ~ccommlisked the results rnticivated by both Kenney end Whiteherd.
The vestker hed prevented the <ort of sus.almed operabtions necesgerv to de=
. gtroy Baboul ac 2 mr jor bose for surply ond orer-tiong., Nevertheless no
gtorv of the reduction of Hrbaul ic comnlete without the contribution of the
flyers of the Fifth Air “orze., They Cestroyed bulldincs »né sumplier in the

tovns Ané on the fockss They camk o substantinl tonns e of shinping. But
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thelr wrimepy contribution vre the losses inflisted unon the Jamomese air
force. aceordirs to Gener-l menrey: Waur first t-rget hrs been and will
conblnue to be thre Jao alr » +» » » ZFven when ati ¢ks are directed sgeinst
the enexy shiwring, our primery objective is ztill the destruction of Jam
. fichters enticed into the oir to mrotect thnt shiszning. %p sye netuslly
wslns the Jeo Fovy rad Uerchrnt lerine ns buit.“m
The Janenese zir force during the month of October suffered an over—
whelnine defent. Aczordings to the test intellirerce sstimates dlied air
wnlts in the Soutkuest Prelfic 3ertroyed €45 planesg, wrobably destroyed
215, ond &rromed 128, This haed not nececsarily dininished the enemy's
immedlate mover of registruce. He otlll hod sn sirelsme reserve from
vhich e coulc dr-w reinforcements, »nd reinforecements vere naintwining hie
defengive Tighter force in the Southwest Focific st o substential strenzth.
The eneny order of baittle for Hew Britein rnd Few Irel-nd -s estimated for
12 Uctober shoved LE3 fightere anf 174 bLombers, né,for 12 Novemter, 210
Tishters rnd G0 bLowbers. ohen compored with thile strength, the enery's
seele of effort in the South aAnd Southrest Peciflc wrs wathetlcally smell,
Zpom 17 Cetober to 1R Fovember his -veraze @plly strensth of bombers in
the twp thesterc wee ZFLP, or 1h4 legs thrn the orevious 28-dax veriod.
There were 417 recoried enery bortins <orties, srnroximstsly one and a
. third » rmonth wer mlones Thils wes slightly higher than the 1.09 wer
wlrne for the mrevious 28 dryws, Offencive fi hter corties, on the other
herd, shoved o wrkel Feclire, Jith an nvera-e of 16 Tighters on hend,
the overrse rwiter of sgortles mer vlane decliner from 2417 t0 1.0F. Ob-

almost
viously grovipg Allied sir DoUer haf throwing the enemy  entirely on the
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defensive., His sir forees, the Army ir Service bneed on lewak an{ et
other voints in Nev Suinen, snd the Invol Air Service in the Rismercks
#nd the Solomohs, vere in no mogltion to venture for or freguently from
boge., 4llied Intelli~ence estinnted thet from 17 Cetober to 13 Liovember
the enemy carries out n totul of 5,409 sorties in the South and Zoubhwest

Pueifia, but "only 202 of thece were direetly s in~t our sirplanes or
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Chapter V

ATR ACIION DURING OFERATION DEXTERITY, NOVEMSZR 1943~FEBRUARY 19454

Novenber Operations

. Although the attack of 11 November was the Fifth Air Force's last
strike of importance against Habaul, the Bismarck Archipelago continued
to be the principal objective of the Allied forces under the strategic
direction of Genersl Macdrthur. Over-all plans called for a continued
sir neutralization of the main Japanese bases in the Blsmarcks culminat-
ing in landingss at points in Few Britain and New Irecland by forces of both
the South and Southwest Pacifie, The Pougainville landing on 1 November
by Admiral Halsey's command had thrown the initial South Pacific phase of
the operaticns into high gear, Iis early successes had driven a wedge in-
to the eneny garrlscon and threabtened the supply route from Rabaul into
the upper Solomons.

In the meantime, American land forces in the Southwest Pacific were
preparing for what was to be kmown as Opsration DEXTERITY, an offensive
designed to land American units at points in Vew Britain and at Saidor on
the New Guinea coast. Dw-day for this operation had been scheduled for
early December, and General Machrthur had every intention of maintaining
the timelable. ILower echelons, however, were growing increasingly dubious

. of their ability to push prepmrations through in time. The Fifth Air Force

insisted upon building up elaborate bases in the Markhan valley and oa the
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Hpon Fenlasule £ o nececs.av prelinmin~ry, 2nd rlthoush this wag cdnltted
ase dssirenle by Gemerel Hecdeuarters, the vroblen vrg comnlicsted b the
inede-urey of sbiowins, Tirbually cvery base and unit commander wns clor-
oriaz for reve sumilies rud eruimient, snd 1t weg considered doubiful if

. the shivning thea ~vndleble In the Southyrest Frolfic could setisfy the nowds
of pll of ther:.."

The DOXGTRIGY Onerchlon would ksve been rmich simoler 0 vlon and it
teen the only reswon-ibility of alr end sround forces ~t thix times 3ud
DEXYSAITY wea only nn eg:entizl diverslon fron the main drive #lon; the Tlew
Falner covste The two Austrslisn divieiong rnd tvo -ir task forses slrendy
corrltted to thiz dvive deoronded a rhore of the pucolies vhich re- ched the
north shore of Teuw Tulnem. It wrg & mejor losistizal wroblen to Reen thwse
forses, owerntins in willely rencrated crezs, sumlied rnd reinforeeds In
the Z-ra valler, Augbtrelisn netrols prodffied info Jrnznese wosléions at noints
15 to 25 Tiles south of Bogudjim susrdin~ the armroaches to Madens, bui made
no giartling vdw reesse Only miaor cirites were corried oub in this -rez Dy
the Fifth Aair Zorce durin: Loverber. The lnrzest of the nonth ooccurred on
L Movenber vhen 22 Z«IB's end 6 B-28%s of the 230 Grouo hilt Javanese defepse

£y
mogitions outlined Ly Anctr~lisn smoke shells zlon: the umuer P-rin 3*15.1.*&1:‘.“r

Kore not-btle : av: nees uere nade by the 2th Anstralisn Division sround
Sattelber s Aldrd Ty the he-vy bozmber ettack of 21 Cetocer, the dustralieng

. brd kalte’ n Jronnece thrust bowrred the cooste For the next two weews, the
ares wre relotively sulet exoopt for patrol retivitye This stolerste wog
not encolrnsine o Allied vlong for offensive overrtionss Hot only w-r fke
Jenwrregs force on the Huon Fopinsulr & threat t9 any _crovs—sirait operations
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'to lew Britein, but i1t wos holding .oz ares vhich was considerel essentirl
for Allied rrdnx gtofions. Jhitehe-d determired, thersfore, "to trv and
diglodue the Linsh ot Sattelbers and Wrarco. On 15 Iowrembar 15 3-85'z cwept
over £ ¢2ngtal aren el by the Jemonece, dromwnmed wvrov-gzonds leaflets near
. ensmy nositions, ent bombed end strofed the treck. On the following dey
the 90th ond 474 BormbarCaent Grouns (H) and the 223 Group with its mediums
were cent oub to enturste the enemv defensge: -3 2 nrelude to 2 general zd-
vence on lands Bub the we-ther uhich had been crowing stoalily worse dur—
ing the month shut ocut the torget, and none of the mediums and only one of
the B=241g rorghed tae objective., Tae fustruli-ang jumwed off nevertheless,
~nd surmorted by artlller;s fire »~nd $exke pushed to voints within z mile of
gEnttelbery Iif:lllne'zs'.5
For the rewximlez: of the month, medium und Llizkt bomdbers wvounded
stendlly at Javenose bunkers snd other strons-noints 0 the unorth and on
the trnils lew din~ From near~by wareo to Bonwn, Between 16 smd 20 ovenber,
8 total of 0 B-22's, 182 B-25's, 46 3~26's, rni 59 .w20's, escorted by 92
Pe38l3 en 22 P-47's,set out for there objectiver. OF thece, b5 BeRdls,
11 Z-25ts, & E=26's, 1 4~20, ond 4 P=38'3 were forced $0 turn brok, but
thoes that reached the target during the month drovoed more thup 509 bons
of borbs, Jananece fighter owposition wes ponszietent, rnd no Allied olenes
were Lost in eombnt, Oy the ground Allied mpatrols 'c;lowin;; throush swamps,
. . along flooded trails, and eround fem tieal Jone wrevared the way for a de-
ternined Allied eivence, On 25 Iovember the sustraliens cootured Sattelberg,
within r weell hed oushed farther inl:nd townrd Wareo, snd on 29 Octoher cove

tured the villege of Bon-n on the corch evmroximziely six miles north of
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Bongs had Geen one of the nrinsinal surely dwwms for the Jsmrnese
in the Sattelbers srea. Tith the nortneastera coast of lew Oulnea south
of Hanes Zar virtually cut ¢ff from major Jrownere reinforsenent efforts,
the enemry on the Huon Feningula hed to rely upon brroes for reinforcenent s.
The Allles could not hove t2 ston this me-ms of suonly, slbhousgh FU bLogige
overcting in some cegos at nizhb--tere suzsessful lu sinking meny brrges.
Turing the veel ending 15 Fovemoer, for exrmole, 13 berges vere sumi, But
by day ther were ususlly cerefully hirden, rnf Llliedé girvernft hed to rely
on intellirence reworts to identifv hidecute =lons the cosgb, OFf theze er—
hans the mort lemort:int vas in the vielnity ~f 819, on the northern tin of
the Huon Penlnsulne Accordinglv, in thelr harassln: ottzcks on the Jananese
surnly line, Allled lignt »nd nediun bonbers concentrited on this zreas
B-25%s douincted the sveews along the cbe.st, ned errrled oub % lerst 88 sor—
ties from miniaim snd medium altitude durin: the month of Iovewber. A total
of marc then 10+ tons of bombs wrp drommed from 17 Hovember until the end of
the .month by -1l wlanes that wrrilciv.ted in thrse attncks including B=24lsg,
B-28ts, PuiOly, snd RALT 4~Tlls, and ot least eight borges wore gunlte Strong
escorts vers wvemerally vrovided for these migelone, but the fighters had
little to do excent to fly, rince no enemy Lnbercevtion was encounterad.
Antiaireraft fire, however, on oconsion was fierce and amccurrte, and the only
1ossos~suffered in the 8io sres durings the month, twe Bw=I3%g, were attributed
to .B.:'x.b

The migsions in the Jarm walley, on the Buon Peninsula, anéd &, ainst

targe router alons the ITevr Gulnea conat were earried out in dlrvect cooperstion
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with the oround troows in thet rrea, Although Genersl Kenney insisted that
"p1l the Adr in the the-ier vig rvailsble® for "sumwort of ground overations,!
thera vere sctually very few remruesis which originated with the ground forces
themselves, During the werisd 10 Cctober to 18 November, for exsmple, no
nore than 37 reruegis of ground origin were received at ZDVOE, and heance
General Vhiteherd ves oble to nct mersonally unon esch renuest-ﬁ

Eeovests for ground suenori were ecumoged o resch ATVOY not leter
than the evenlng vwreceding the migeion, o definite time for close sunport
strikes could be gnecified beormuse distonce snd undevendable weather could
cauge maay hours of deluy, To rely on o definite tize misht reszult in dis-
agter for sryand forceps. In such circumsbanees only limitin- tines were
acceptable, ond nogt cooverative ninsions were flown with = restriction that
borbs were not to be drovwed sfter # svecified hour. Another linmitin. fac~
tor on pir omersations vrs the boxd line. An ~ir bomd line was establiskaed
rcross tke enitlre front, anl was generslly located about five o0 10 =iles
beyvond the points of conteet with the ememy. 2evoni thet line, the alr
could overate freely vithout coordinction with the grourds. %ilthin the air
tomb line air units could attack only when » tarcet boxb Line hrd been des=
ignnted on the "air surmort vhotogr-ph by which the =ission was evaluated,
briefed one flovne" In jungle country, such @ deslznstlon was a rare event.
& minirum 500myard sofety linit wae ecsentizl, and usunlly round contact
occcurred at clore cumrters, rarely ot more than 100 wrds. Tarésge wes
vreclouns; hence '"ground commanders often ovreferred the known edv-ntazes

7
of mnindaining contect to the doubtful resulte of rn 2ir strike.V
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The RALF Fonrth srmy Cooper: tion Sevadron was fresuently of srerter
vnlue than the atinelr nlanes in the immedists orocess of waining ~round,

Cae fllght of this umlt, comslsting of nine simde=sester Boomerangs and
thres twowsenter Mirrswazs, suonortel the 7th Divigion in the Sermu velley

and snother flight the 9%h Tivieion on the Huon raninsula, Toe nillots of
theee slow ~nd sloock unermed rireraft uvere in frecuent comntaed with officers
~t division hendrvnriters. They fleu dav #fter dnv over the some crez, znd
hrnee tecove intim telyr reeusinted 1i$0 every distipnsulshing lsndmark, Toelr
tasks inz2luied revorting the stren:th, dicsositlon, snd movement of eneuy
troop;, follovins the wrosrerc of $helr own troovs, locatine srtillery tar—
sets end rdJurtin: rrtlllery fire, exescutin: caergency dlrect suvoort £ ttochs,
and werforainy nwrerous staff end rescue missions,

It ir clenr, then, thait pround coomeration miccions vers only one, And
nericos the leact iamortant, funstiom of the -ifth .ir ¥orce durine toc Juon
Poninsule cozpal-ne Long cnd exheustin - bat 1ittle vublicized recornsiczance
flighte neunlly corried oub over wabter and by B-P4's or B-25%s were at thls
tize more essentlel to the Soutlrest Treifis eume po p yholes On 27 Jote
ober the i1lled iir Forces were given the rewponsibility of reconnoitering
the Bismarck Sen nmd am rren coverin: rousbly the Solomon Sea between Tew
Guinen snd e Lritaln. In r7diticw thov ~ere 9 overlap into the South
Pacific Aren in oxder to provide for ldeol defenre and to combtlmue "current
deen recomnaipscnce” of the »paroaches to Trul, Reconmzicsonse flizats vere
dexigned to obtein intellivense concerning enermy movements rnd weather infor—

mation rathsr thou to sinkt shive or to destroy ezermy nlomes. Yevertheless
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the vplanes usasnlly earrle:r boubs, end fresuently sttt oked shipning or land
tarzets on Yew Britain or TFevr Guines, Turing Iovenber, 192 BeT4ls were
dlsvoiched on recomnpnlssance mlsslong, rarely In flights of more then two.
Cf spnere, 21 turned b-ck, in most cesmes Decause oF some nechenicnl follure,
Tanze thot comvleted their nisgion drom ed betueoen €0 ~nd 70 tone of bombs
¢ith some succecs, Indeed, the €74 Soumdron's s~ldls mnde an outshionding
record,clainin- 2 Tnre Ables, 1 fuger Able, 1 Suger Casrlle, 1 tanker, 1
destroyer, :nd 2 light crulsers ng sunic, A1l otler sourdrons on reconncissance
watrol necoanted for no mirs than ore Sugrr Soker, The huearde of thece flights
were nrinciuully tkose encountersd eltuer in lerdinee znd take-offs or in
flyiny turovush the miseradle wenther usuzlly encountered during flights
frecuently of more then 10 bours' durstion, Only 14 enemr rireraft vere
snotted in the ¢ir by the~o wlemoe during: the entire month. One of ihose
wns ghot dovm, but of the four Bm24's that fniled to return, it was not be-
lieved thet any were shob dotn b enany fi: shterg, B-25's supnlemented the
netivity of the kervy Dombar wetrol by eoverin-: en rrea from Xirivise to St
feorges Chennel, In flights of three to six olreraft, they mot even less
ovtosltion than th~ he vier. Four eneny vlanes ware cgeen, none were shot
down, rnd no B-f5's were los t.g
deconncissgnce Flights were resentlel in wremarine for the t-ctical

functions of ~tir cring enery limes uf conrunientions snd sumply senters.
The 2-2¢ which flew mort of the night over » votentisl objective vwrovided

weather inform-ilon neze<cary for s bomh rd~ent strie on fhe following d=y,

end e one UL robted ewrry wlrnes arrivip- on an adrdérone, unusual cone

_ COURTY DTORMATION
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struction retivity, or » wnre’e of brrses oreepln: into ¢ troniecal kide~

vat furnickod intelll ence Irdderens-ble for rnjior citiolr. Turlns Joven-

Ter 1947, the wior ret-cls v 211iR4 Bor bordément, otber than thri used

in direct coomerr tion vith round troory, 1 ~re nired nrimerily ot three

fenerel nressd Alesishafen-!~dens, 7 eusk, srd soutbern Dew 2ritsin,.

Ine [lexishrferelinfrny sre~ s the =01t irmedierte threact to Allicd
forees on tke Auon benimules T4 enbrooed = petvork of roande rrd tracks
coarectin: the worbor endé cir £ cllities on Hunee Eay 1 itk thoge neer Lhe
vills zes 0f Urdone end Alexishefon, ¥rizpe iteelf wrd s emall adrfield,
out it e d been Little used in many months, Jeverthelcss 79 F-f9le nnd
8 FetOls sarried out fishter civews over the Imdgng=Bozadiin rrea during
~Oveskor, rod torether with 96 Bugile, 10 E-38'g, cmd 10 A~201g, dromred
moxe than 120 %ome of tormlg. 700 enemy sirornft were encourtered on AT
of there flighbs, »nd no 41lled sircroft were loct, The sir f-cilities
of Alexishefen were wrobslly more irmart:nt to the Jeranese then those at
Hodene . Thae tw 2irflelds ~rve evidener of froouent ure, and it vane sage
Teeted thet eremy aircraft vere staging throuh these fields in soking hite
andmrun etdnclze on Gucrm end drdzebe This focused the nttentlon of the
Tifth &ir Torce on Alevishnifen, which, less thenm 150 miles from bhoe sovenced
Allied orece, wes An oeesv obiective. Lteordingl- fror 9 to 16 Hoverber,
bervy, wedlum, -nd lisht bombers struck nt the two ebrring fields with de—
nolition vombe, wnockmarkin - the ram: ey, Firing fucl cwinms, znd silencing
ndlaireraft nositions. Iven sherteringe fighters, FedQls and P79l 5, flew

Tizhter gueeos over the arem. In o verkle time B=38's erreicd out 1132

H\J 'H“_
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sorties, B~25's 78, A=~20%s 21, P-40's 27, and P-79's L6. Luring these

L*"ﬁ*

atbecke 94 PerPla, 24 FuiQlg, 16 P=D9'e, =nt 65 Fa38le ncted ns escort,
and more thrn 320 tons of Jdemolition torbs and nmurerous warafrags were
drovwed, On tho wission of L7 lioverter nlone, $wo orouns of B=24'g and
. two g-undrens of 3-05'f loosed 22T tons, wrotebly the herviest single
attack in Ty Gulpes until thet tire, -mery sirereft were encountered on
only ore mlsslon, trat of @ Ziovemter, when tuo of the e~corting fighter
srurdrons each reported suonroximetely 20 Zekes, Oscers, Hampe, Icks, and
Yonvg. Sixteen of three vo e chot down 1 ith o A11lled losces,and 2 dotal
of 18 otkerc vere vesiroved nn the ground. Turing the month one E-25 and
one FelQ falled t9 return from Alexighsfen ui_...ions.m
Althouzh the stzpine alrflelds at Alexickafen vere the nost immediste
thrers to allied Jomaxd elements, Veurk wre ¢till the stron:ert Javenesc
trge in Te Guinen. On € Fovenber there iere st lerst 27 airvienes, most
of then fighterr, on the four wewsk aroues, rpd it was Assumed that bowbers
vere eoneentr-ted at the rear bases of Hollopels ane uUaklrs The heovy
Allied eitecize on Llexishafen neutmdirzed ite fields, at least temmor: rily,
tut the \evrk strensth continved ta tuild un, Fhotos of 15 Fovember showed
112 rirvloges tkere, #mi on the follorin: day, Allico Gbaervers counted 70
fightere teking off from the four fields. Touwr dave lrter rlthouzh the
strength ot ewik seemed 0 have declined nomevhat, whotogrswhs of Hollancia
. shoved 82 twin=enyine olines. Jovmrnese intenticns in Yevw Guinen were nl-
wayve bofflin~, Tut it wns re-sorsble to roeure that the continved fevelote
nept of Lroeeg indicrted » deterninntion to hold n defensgive line east of

weweXe Moreover the sightin: on 25 Novexter of gevernl lnrge ghivs, lncludirvs

L
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¢estroysre, and on the folloving d=2v of six merchant vesfils arororching
thet snchorrze, peve poded velght to such a sunposition.
Zneny netivity in the ‘ewsk sres vag carefully recoxded wst onlw by

the usual reconrsirsrnce and vhoto wlepes vut by firhters s well., Small

. Tlishts of fightere, rarely of more th-n four ~ircrcTt, r-de fren~uent
sweews b0 Weraks Their nurpose wrs to gause the semle of enemy rerction to
such oteratlons, to revrork vmusurl retivity on Dzgus, Borem, But, =nd iewak,
ent to lnterrunt, if woseible, -ny reinforcipe flishts of eneny planes fron
Hollrndls. The P=4? with its sreed, firve mower, tremendous divinx rbility,
ond higb-gltltude retlon wrg 1denlly culted 0 such sweéepses Its short range
¥ag & hanflcsp, bubt Gused wog 2 convenlent stasine base and e lese than
300 miles from wewak, Thece fizhter sortles—-aznd rumromimately 120 were
carried wt during; November=-vcre wunstuated by a number of escorted bombing
atteele by B=2ils ond Bewsls, The wenther woe, s usasl, an 2lly of the
Jevenese, and several of the albncks scheduled for .ewsk were at the lash
minute diverted to Alexichafrn., Jomonese forews acpinst Allied bares, mores-
over, thwrrted sever-l other ntbermmts of the moéium bonbers. On beth 7 and
15 Tovenber, w0 groung of B-Zits vith o fighter cover set out for “ewsk,
On both ocerelons erewmy boubers were venarted in the Nadzeb znd Gused area,
and vhen the J1lied eover wrs dlverted for interceotion, the E~25%a turned
bock, Henvy ntircke, however, were comnleted on 27 snd 28 YNovember and

. ~eain on 1 Decerbere Turing Dovermber, » totnl of 207 E~5't npd 54 B=pals
started oud for .evelrs OFf thegs, 137 B=25%s and 5 B-241g did not rezch the
terges, but $he remclnder dropmed more then 10O tone of demolition bombs snd
nurerous warafrages On 1 Tecerbrr the 473 £nd $0th Srouvs eontirued the

- - \\ / AK_:‘_/ -
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npsealt with 47 more B-24's pul drowoed nmotber 110 tonee

althoush theee pttseite struck ot the noet lwmortent Jenonese beoe
in I'ev Guiren, intercenmtion wrs surorisingly ineffeciive, Iscortlmg P-a?'p
and F=78'c were, of course, rartly rocmonelble for the infresuency of borber

. intercentions, btat even the Arericen ficbters encountered few Jounnese mlanes.
The “mericom vftecks on Jevnk oczurrod on 1l doys during Lovember o~nd we of
ereortod by r tofrl of 108 P-d7's nmd 92 P-38%s, but on only Ffive ocorelons
vere enew tirersft ercountered, ~nd then onwoglitlon w .8 rorely Irom more
then &0 oirres. Tarine the santh 17 Jononece fltere eve chot dovn, an
additionsl P2 vere cegtroyed on the sround, sni 2 P=38's snd 2 E-25's were
loct, Tee nirsion of 1 Decerter reimulted in 8 epery fiphters rnl o botber
destroved. on the grourd, § Jemrmere filgnterr —not dovn in the eir, znd 2

13
20l doct.

The lLovether sttoclce nn Alewigh: fen, Vea@rmg, 2nd Wewalk, hewvy as sone
of the: were, could hrrdly hrve To-n eomeiderad offensivs striles, They 1 ers
arizaily cefenrive in th-t ther vere degi red to cover tie -eotivities of
the fustrelirn infoatry or the Hoon Feringuln nnd 1n the Joma vwnlley snd the
Saeelesn 2ir qnd rervice Terces enmr.ced ig bulldin~ un sdvnneed alr bress,
Gflensive rir gtri’es durins Jovenbeor, sr 100ld be the cece furips tre first
wrt of Dezember, were £till ~iwed in the direction of Teuw Sritrin. ke
~3rt extencive cophlidious overntions ret undertaken in the Esuthwest Fooifie

. vere seheluled for midelecertsr, snd the Allled Alr lorzew, the 1fth from
Low fulsen rrd the FAGE from Dielvinn, were rssglpnen the te sl of anling the
Inndin: evasyrs Tarin- Loveotb e alome (2nd 1 ith one or twd excentions rftex

~) LoTuetar) tare them 100 F=23, 170 B=0Y, ond ponpoximately 10 B-z6 sorties

e -
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were flown ag,ainst the Gagmata, Lindenhafen, “aHd” Cape T}loucest.er areas,

'ore than 600 tons of bombs were droppcd on airfields, supply goints, and
barze hideouts, Neither the bombers ncr the F-47 and P-38 escort encoun~
tered any interception, but one B-25 and one B-24 were lost, probably
from entiaircraft fire,

A striking factor about air operations during November was the in-
eptitude of the enemy. The infrequency of fighter interception of Allied
bombing attacks was surprising enough, The inability of the Japanese to
mount sustained bombing attacks of thelr own, in spite of their having
substantial numbers of planes on hand, indicated that the Japanese had fallen
back to an air defensive or that thelr organizstion had deteriorated. During
November few Japanese offensive strikes were particularly damagzing. One of
these occurred on 6 llovember just as three C-47's w.ere landing at Gusap, One
troop carrier was desiroyed, and the other two damaged, At the same time,
the fighter strip used by the 4lst Fighter Sguadron at lLadzab was also
heavily bombed and strafed, Two enlisted men were killed, at least one
P=39 was destroyed, and nine others damaged. On the following day, the
same squadron suffered again; three more planes were destroyed, and 10
were damaged. A week later Gusap again was the objective of an attack by
gbout 20 Lily bombers and more that 30 Hamps, Zekes, and Oscars. Two
C~l,7's were bad}y damazed, eight drums of fuel were set on fire, miles of

. cable were destroyed, and several antiaircraft gunners killed. In spite
of the relative infrequency of thuse raids, the fact that they could occur
and do gome damage was a morale~corroding factor, particularly to units
which had only recently been trunsferrsd to the forward bases, koreover
it was somewhat discouraging to find that there scemed to be a rather

general failure of aircraft warning facilities, #lerts were not sounded
i T Ty —~— - 4:'“_-.\\__/
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properly, and coordinaticn between the warning units and the fighter
controller was conspicucusly lackinge On 6 Hovember, for example, the
red alert had been sounded four minutes afbter the sttack started, and en
7 Hovember, the fighter sector was able to sound the warning, but not in
time for an interception. Eight days later whea the warning system worked
. better, the pilots of two sauadrons of intercepting P~40's had considerable
suecess, particularly Lit. Robert L, West, who accounted for four of the
21 enemy planes shot dovm.lh
The Aliled fighters that actually met the enemy in combat, however,
were the exceptions rather than the rules During the month of November,
exclusive of bomber egeort and offensive sweeps, Firth Adr Force fipnteru
performed the following nurber of assigned flights: 2,155 P=39, 1,771
P-40, 736 P-L7, and 535 P=36,2% The great majority of these fiights con-
sisted of escorting troop carrier planes, performing routine patrol over
41lied territory, and serambling according to the direction of the fighter
controller, On all these flignts, no more than 200 enemy aircraft were
encountered, of which 53 were shot down for a loss of 4 P=-38%s, 2 P-L0's,

42 P—-39‘5.16

Base Develcorment, November-December 1943

While large forces--air, sea, and land--were poised for a strike into
the Bismarck Archipelago, Allied activity in nortaneastern New Guineca was de-
. voted to prepuration. The building up of the bases at Gusap, Hadzab, lae,
and Fingschhafen was essential not only for the advance in New Guinea, but
for the DEXTERITY operaticn as wells It will be recalled that aircraft based
at these points would be stationed more than 100 miles closer toCape Gloucester
than at previously constructed- Nev Guines basea. ‘A'l't&ugh muich had been

accomplished in the two months aft‘,er the cant,ure of Lae ang Nadzab, the
Con'FIDE TIaE o

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
- -~

GULFIDE AL
AAFRE-LG .

T T 144
S NS

feeillties nt none of the new brosee hnd wrogreszed much bevond n orimitive
gtooe, Congtpruction demends ot Gusnon and Lodradb, even in 1nte Ustober and
early Tovenber, culled for the movement of between 750 and 900 tons of con-

struction meaterisl from Lee. This in turn recuired the landing of more than

. 200 trooy carrlers a day durlnz daylisht hours with an emrusl number of $ake-
0ffse Thus even ab Lze, vhich vas not wrimarily an alr base, 1t wos necesscrxy

$0 kove extensive runweys ond hrrd-gbandings e well £8 "a2lert perking aregh
for two flighte of Tighter vlen-c sg insuranes sgeinst attocks on the shivnlng
17

in the hearior. At Badmad, rllwweather freilities for 75 fightsrs, 32

mediur bombers, 18 light bombers, snd 78 troov earriers; st Gusap for 75
fizhters snd 76 A~20Tg; snd ot Finschh~fen for 75 firhters and wossibly 26

18
troon carriers vere considered minlmun reculrements.

To construct the

facilities ves werhnps not nn wpuswally aifficult under-

taking In solte of the limited srea sulti-ble for cirflelds n% ILees It wos in
fast the lesgt of the togls froing Brig. Gena. Corl Connellls engineers and
thoeo vorizing in conjunction vith the Second and Third Alr Tock Forses at

Fusap anl Indrobe. Coneidering the ovstacles immosed by jungle terrsin snd

tha alnost continuous rain of Oeckober, Fovember, Pnd errly December, the trsk,

of course, wrg lerze enough.

thzt of transnort=tion.

Bat odded to these nntural difficultles w-s

It voe 2dnitted even by the wost fervent suvnorters

of alr transrort, thot laurge-scale sirdrome construciion in the FNrdzad area
would heve to0 wolt until herwy corptruction epuloment could move by rend from
Lae $0 Lzduuba The peed wre urgent, and General Comnell wes Vetrainine every

nerve? to condlete the road by 1 Tecewbsar. He hod dlverted one engineer

.,_-i.,,
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battalion, the 8424, from airdrcme corstrection atlﬂadzab“’and the road
project was being pushed from both ends night and day when weather permitted.l9

It was & stupendous undertakinge. It rained 46 of the last 60 days of
the project, The subgrade was saturated and could be worked only in the late
afternoon when the rain usually stoppeds iiork continued into the night until
a new downpour begon. Connell said, e literally floated that road into Nad-
zab and had to backeend dump surfacing materials for more than half its entire
length. I hope I never have to set out on another such project."zo

The task was not made easier by the poor judgzent of some of the respon-
sible personnel. Against General Comnell's order prohibiting traffiec on the
unfinished road, the commanding officer of the 60th Signal Battalion who
was charged with laying wire between Lze and iadzab attempted to push his
heavy equipment end trucks over unfimished sections of the Nadzab road, "doing
damage tothe subgrade, culverts, and bridzes" in the process, General Connell
summarily relieved him and charzed him with causing a delay of 10 days in
cpening the road, a delay which was one of the factors in preventing comple-
tion?%%/gggg December as planned., On another occasion, Connell inspected the
sectlon of the road assigned to the 836th Engineer pattalion at night just
before the road was completed, Ie found thal ne officers were present, and
intimated that they had all gone to bed, leaving supervision to noncoms who
apparently had little knowledge of what thoy were doinge. -

4t long last, on 15 December 1943, "Jonah's road" from Lae to iladmed

vias opened, and equiprnent began to move, The first units to use the new route
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found that thers vos still n consldex~ble amcvnt of vork to be dome at
certain voints, but enough hind been nccomplished to releas~ some of the
poginecrs for the Ydzab vrojects Technis-lly this oo wus one of Connell's
recronsibilities, ~nd he ndvised tho epgineer bottolions thet thelr bveing
Hgomawhet removed? from his hendeunrters would rot free them from thorough
inennetions, verticularly on nigat vorik. JAetunlly, however, he dolepated
a good ehrre of his suthority to Col. Jarred Crabl, commander of the Secornd
2

Sir Tesk Toree and thue in chersze of oneratlone at Naﬁzab.ad

The rosd w-¢ 0ven, but n further deley developeds There wos a shortage
Yor rother = nom~existence of trucks Tor the Lae-Fadzab raad onerstions.”
A consifersble muwker of Americnn tracks hed srrived -t Loe, but these had
teen "locned" to bhe 2th JSustralion Divielon rith the underztending that they
would De returned vhen that organization moved bo Fimschhafeny however, vken
the fustrlinng departed, only 77 unservicesble imeriesn trucks vere left
behind, together with swiroximsiely DO Austrsllen trucks which, accordlng to
Connell, were rlgo Mjupk,M wapurnts for more vehicles kiad bren nnde almoret
gix weeis dreviocusly, but by 19 Decerter ked reculted onlv in the arrival of
the 48th ruorternncter Trick Reziments This unit had 160 trucks, btus they

vere zll crated, repeat sll crated," snd Connell estimrted thot uwrperstinog

~nd -ssemblins five trucke 145 = 2025 davle vork: for tune amen rvailable,
Iruciis were indiegvensstle, o= 1t wae felt that sir trensvort, vitally needed

to heul sundlies #nd eculprent to Guszao, shonld not eserve Hadzed, which esald
22
nov be reaghed by "0 botter thon avernge wator bournd mnesdam road.”

Conrellls rogponelbilltisg slen inaluled the dgvelonment of the bnge
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at Firechkofen., By Dovenber the tosk of dred ins the horpvor ond modries a
lorre floatin; Fock wre tell ander ways The construction of ailr freilities,
however, hrd :ren sonewhot delnyeds Xrxly in Oztoler enzinecrs bad survered
the eres and had decided thot o loostion eouth of Ienzremne PBay w g mogt sult=

. ftle for the rirfield. 4% rloat the samc tine, siaff officexrs from Censrsl -
whitereréls hendaunrters hod nmnde an rerisl roconmaissonee of the sres and
hof{ rageivended £ site to ithe north nerr Heldstach Flaintatlon. Both recon—
rernittlons went to Geger-l Mocarthur vho reoussted clarificntion. 37 20
October L hitehe-d kod declied wnon the soubiern location, Lut Comnell leter
s#id that Whitehendls determin-tion to "Sly the strips" before making: = Je-

24
cielon had delawed the commletion of the zlrrficld by two veeks,

Trow the woint of viev of summly, the location :io2th of Linsenre Bay
vos luss setisfootory thrn the other. Only three 1SPlg eould be lnnded there
¢t @ tixe in contrast to six 7t the northera lecestion, sand Vhitehes@ calene

lated that it would take twice on zzay “rmvhibicws movements! to move in the

r.eplegned epgineers end Ten Teers By bovemb r, horsver, tho nrmy engineer
tattzlions »nd the €0th “o4tslicn of ¢ Pees had arrived, sand vithin 10 dawse
tre. g nod teen tulldozed out of the vey, ané olrficld congtruction w-s <ell
névenceds urtherzoee, £ll rords "™meriinent to conetmctiom\:f the sirfield
vwere 80% comlete, ang 1% 1.8 beliwves thet by the tirme bbe rozds were

5

Tirisked, the runwny would Te rerdy to surfmee with corel.

. Epin hera -5 ¢t Lee vae ¢ continuwel hondlenr. &1 ined of rein duriecg
the ni<ht urs 52 be sryrested. Cne of the ondineering ofTicers witeousl;y sgked
Ciaarell to resdert o eewsetlon of rain, Af e h~d Many influcnce with the old
mseters"  The mroblen w.s hov to orovile adequate dr:idrege., In zore of the
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construction orojectc the engincers hrd ueed logs £s & substitube for wire,
but this vre net fope 2t Tinssklbrfen beeruge it vrr helleved thrd tr-nerori~
ing of sufficiesnt tinmber to the culverd siter vould do drreparsoble drmr-e to
the gul,-rode. Loty oll and poeg drmans would bkuve tvoried vell enoagh, but an
inguffiecient rasker were Leing broucht in ot thet time, The only snever

but
Y 10 resulsition ﬁlcp,/ﬂithouﬂn this h: & been done ag errly rg 10 Cotober,

26

it w g At lorcl 2 ~0nth before anv hra - rrived.

vganwiplle #1r welts brc Tesun 0 revch the new tases Sn cir linison
varty hod lended with elrrmente of the 9tk Lustrdirn Tlvieion, ca? hed Degun
orcrstiong on L2 Cztoter, On 11 Rovemirr the 720 Portoole Eosnital arrived,
end within 10 drys ¢ Begro Muartercecter Truck Commsny, the 2026th, 2 report-
ing nletoon of the BOGth Alrersft Jarnin. Bottelion, »nd two service seundrons,
the 27 and the 96%h, knd ~rrived. At thic time enrmy tro7os were less than
10 mileg from Fingchhefen, and landlnz onerationsz, construction, and the
routire of Llivin: vere subject to olrost &zily interruntions by hedgehorping
enémy nleness  Anin eontinwed to itpede the buildirs of the wrue, ond hervy
erudpment keeare top-red down in the rude But vll rersonnel pitched in to
unlosnd bootr, to clerr cowp smd work rrecs, to conctruct living caarters,
mers Folle, rhovs, ond varehousess Hrdlo contret wes estzllisked vith other
cares, btolenhons cormunicstion we: ilnelrlled, snd bomd end ammunltion durve,

¥4
rooent wnt cutovotive rew:sir showms, rnd verehouses vese built.H

8r: dunlly the brece took on ~ Tore civilized ewoerzrnce, B the end of
«<ioverker o cencral move forusrd 1o advanced srenr had sterted. More comps
were hwzxzed out of the jun.le, #nd oeodicor vere ~tienptin to stomm out new
cares 0f Jmevroreuritie, vnlaris, snt denwme. Bv the end of Lovamier, the
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7th and 8%h Firhter S~uvgrons vere flying from Gagan, sul » near-by site for
the 8th fnu fron vee choscn. By thet tiwe, t00, movies werc veinz £RILL,
Sreciel Services were offerin: the usual mep-zincs, b oks, stotlonery, nhonow
gravie, redio, ~nd plenos Thrrkeglving Ioy at botk Gueen snd Yzdzsb (two
Ficbrer g-urdrone sn’ several troop carrier rnd service sensdrons were regus
larly bueed in the lottor arer) i1rs 2clebrr bed witn turkey raud £11 the trio-
#inys, fond the men cosmernted +lodly in dismosirg of 1t." Within = month
ATter Thenrgedving, rirdroner ot Fodzab were ready for nmedium bombers; w=nd
the 26 £nd (0&th Snuzdrens were nmoved Trom DOLofurs cnd the 2611 and 20th
¥ilghler S~u-drons from Fort Lore gy,

L% Tinschh.fen, too, flnel wreprretlorg wesce beins mode for tke reser—
tion of smlyeraft., VWith 5 5,700=foot romny surfeced vith sieel matting, two
nlers are-s, sand o varallel trxivay &5 per cent commleted by 10 December, it

rg thousht thrt the sir force could overcte two fi-hter eon-drons there in
DL emergency. rour deys lader Hemney inforned Conmell thot ke needed hnge
freilitiee for four F-4? sourdrons "in » hurrve! Conmell inmedintely vent
into setion wué ordered am enpiresr bottelion and the Ses Dees to stay on
the drore until necese ry work wrg comvleted. On 17 Jecember 27 troop carrier
nlrres lenGed on the rew runway,, ~nd within four d=ye the entire R4Sih Pighter
Group  vith F=a7lg, snd or Christmns Day the 25tk ¥ichter Sundron vith
F=e0ls mede the tronsfer from lorechy. This sudden influx of eireraft for
n tlne reculted in confusion. Indred the FLth Seuséyoxn reported thrt "¥insch-
brfen w=e one of the woorsst run boser vo Bad ever Twen nto!  Alreraft warninz

woe almort wonexlgbent, srd the incdecuscy of conbrol resulted in nuerous
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rocldernts on the runveye. The H-ctienl - dvantrges, hovever, were worth
the harerds. Four geusdrons of fichter nl-nac were 200 miles menrer Caxe
e

Floazecter end alaors 189 mileg clocer b0 uezakah

By 19 Deccrber, Port lloresty hré definitely become = renr bage., The
47§ snd 90th Bewb-rément Grouns (H) bred noved frow there to Dobodura, thus
lenving no comb~t units exceot the Z5th snd B45th Boakrrdment Groups (1f
end the 8tk Fhobte Sou-dron onm Turand, fchvizmer, tpd Jrekson dromes. Len—
totlve v1-ns crlled for even more snmblilous forward noveneatss. After con—
giderrble dircucrlon durlns Afugast ond Sevtember, it wrg finsllys decided to
send 2n engineering wrrtr led bv Cole L. J. Sverdrun of GHD to recoanolter
the wmvners Digoel and Fly river valleye hoth on foot 2nd in the =ir. Shortly
efter the Tiret or lovevbrr, the poriy set out in 2 Catelins. Lithin two
weelkts reconpalrsance g cormlete, ond Sverdrun hed recomuended the construc~
tion of &n rdirdrore in the vicinisyr of Tanah Mersh on the upter Digoel Hiver
in setherlends Dew Calner rn® ebout BON niles west of Inidor., The air force
renresent~tive in tre werty, however, hod not been eonvineed of the vnlue of
the rlte becrure of a rather bad vesther nrez. doreover the logistierl wmrobe
lem In such ¢ éeveloozend 13 tremendous. Tonrl lereh wes 700 miles Dy boat
from Horn lglsnd, northermost tin of Australle, rnd 250 miles of thiec Gis-
tonze uwo the Digoel RHiver could be troveled only in sivell vescelse Although
Genspral Jhitererd wvery definitely diecoomroved of diverting importont engineer
units or srerins ecccentisl chinnine for thisg marticulsr venture, other recon—
noicesnce projects vere constently unfer convilerrtion to introdnce Allied
rersonnel into enexy controlled territorvy from the Senik River wesi and in-

&0

£0 Lgtherlends T Guincs.
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In Doverber sxd Deecler 1843, ther t1ar :cbw 1l;- little need for

odre Boses ptosuch rerote woings in Per Judmen ©3 Tanch Nernh. The wripe
einnl o jeetives For sir arincl rre ~lrerdy ell ithin re-ch of the

. Allied korkers. ovemter krd ~cenm adr rtincke in eonsiderstls rirercth on
dntteluer,:, odrps, olexmickrfon, ~md .evolie In eoite of [1lied nrecocouamstion
with lvneir w in llev Zritedn, Deecsder <2z to witnece continmacd srernlts on
tae core objcetiver with over-srovin: c$tentien vid to the ZFosodjinel. dopoe

IVEE TPET . ibe sdvrnoc Yorsord vab fhoce polnbe vishin rrnoe of
virtarlly ~11 Jooricon ~ir units, oven thown the 8th =nd 934h Banberdzent
Sotzdrans Lo Leen comverted froi P=S3's to the rhortor-ranse Sefdls,
Wnroushout the -ioath, Lediwr -nd Lidt brobers of toe 73 Orouv itk fove
perlstonen From ghe 008 rnd FSth kit the reinin. Jrropece defense roritloac
on tke Taon *ruinpule t-ith rrerarls- tely 200 tonc of b he, enexy interceotlon
wos norexistent, -af ne Americrn wisner seve lock in corrt, Durdr: bthe sone
yeriod tie U depollexighafen rrev tn: recelvin: rn unnrecefentod vinrterin:
by 1l tyecs of Jzoricen boriers, worticulnrly by the rw357s of ths 24 snd
“23%h Zrudroms, vhlch freevently flo twe rdselons ¢ ey fros thedr Ledrsb
karers 4 tobal of ~l-urt £10 fome 1rg drorved on Jhjeetives slons the corst
frow Alexisirfen to I drpe ~nd inlrand to o wliin fmrin the noath. Cnlv one
B2 2nd .0 B-T3% rere loct An there omeaa tlons, ané roodn o noteuls frot

v
. e 8 the oo mlebe rboerce of sy ereny intercorblon, .
Lee drvetlvity of the cpewy in the rir tar in eintrrst to th & un the

crounds  Cn ghe Huom Yondneads , the eners tng willir: 4o te exbexrinsted rathor

e
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tha to rymxcdon Lotelerg Bﬂbitiﬂﬂi“. f*‘c*r teleny the Sustrelirns core

w

wrlng B0nr ororec-e  wattoettic- Trow tro dlrcetiow:, thew ccoumied Lureo,
fu loaorbent tr-il jJunstlon, on § Locebers It tock zove thrn twd weele of
rir snd ~rtillers Go ardccnt Fnd _round ultneln Wefare thew cowld orors the
rivers cud ¢ or 08 on ol the oocadzl pelone emt rer oh rortifiention Fodrnt,
w0 oo foen WD 2i)lio trwe Wnred.e  Talo g parcibdnge off ¢ turade wolnt,
Hoevep, ond omotker 10 043 o to Blueker Foint c- s 2overed in four cnorr,
In the & @ wlley, on the otrep hirxd, the 76h Diviclon wos —7ioln, no fom
wortmt ~~inve  ~uwrdin the Tiret vecl in Doeccirr, the eresy coo el eonriferw
1bile ro pegoiviness rno forced Ovenesd watrols of ke tired and wlirrir-
rifaen Jacte 1l-n wniic to 1 ithér v 111128 borfkers £t doubled their
sEtogize wn rauply volente ~nd lireg of coas unic.bion durin: the lsst kv 1 of
ke zonthh ~ml me peatly esucoreded in L Ltin- the ofensive o xobillibicr of
the Jrmrpers,  Tor onie the tectacr ceomw reced 11tn tke J11ise, ~ni horvy
rdne, fO-ling the roumbodnour glovce wop ~rhre, tre {rvenmeor suenly routers,
st rvow nt Lecob 10 bpd6 o cnd cow-o¢ lendelides - kien Bloao’sd e

an
1049431 rord in purersus vl res.

Tae yrrll councar tfeelr of the Jrremere in The ool vwellew innie 24
tir L ther uore ln omo —ood to oendon S wortien of I'ev Sulmer b0 the L3lies,
Ctrer imilc bloms, ruch ». no eomrtruction on the I cr: zirfield, resid
revedr U LoD & e on lhe 2omddic ro-d, cx? ovldence of sotor convarve on
the rebarl off rerds cnd trocks inland froz the oo ct, ,ave uelrat 9 guck n

fedustion, Fut Lf the dr 0 peoe s ere wrenrin - $5 roclet further JULlis  f-

vne ia e Caleer, fAew ract nled wnve saiesebod thot lealrthuris oivhilblous

e e e
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Yorcog ore roonm €0 move in tRe wireciioa of Sev oplboin. oy Deocmiop the

Alvet Lir Ten’z Foree voop hurdire ne-vier oibeoke thro over ¢ 2 ln b Come

- - -
Jlouc~sioe red reloted nrec v, Gke veberan 428 Grogo hed wavea Bo Doboaoare

red toptier s ith the "3 Jrouwn -+ freaaently flvin s tro wlcelone o (gy
. teroes bie Zoloson Tcre Zetvesn 19 ovenlb. v rnd 18 Deeomuor, the TFiret Sir
wEDoeores flog OUD B2l €73 5-05, 182 4-20, rnl BY s=D5 cortles renin ot

Grme Zlonzecicor smd ofher molnte in northera oo Sritzin, cnd frovwed rlvo t
d
73
“yCL0 tone of totlbiue
Oripiec X nlrmy e d enviioed Tirst ~normattlons re ~alt on Grsmnte,

followed 1-for Uy one r Mo Glowersiers Bat -« e D0 JIIT nlong sers

develonel, it 't . r2died $9 cubrtitute £ 1 Fp vt LIes ~ ell-deronded Ar e

for the ons =t Joer A Feelicdn- Ty bomi mlrent v £ cecl wnd to confuse the
Jdreogace Coforndlr - Torcess Lot until 17 Dooritper ~ epe rt.-glns dlreched

eoin boshe A LXen, ~onoeny af lhese vors on the Linlsnknfen cpd alnx
Ihr ; »l-nt=siom, rod om G°.= b In tid ¢nye, 12 rond 14 lesexber, 5 11 t-mos
o Lifth ..ir Toree borbers orrricd out 10 § 200 sortics rul dprorsed ruaroxi-
setedy P00 tonn of Tadbe clom: the poutbera I'ev 3risein cor ate  Oo 15 Teaeber,
elerents of Ganrerl Arueserds Gimbh Lroy vore londed vy the Jevendn Ambitdioas
“orce at apvwe, (nd tor norly noaonbh there~fier | ape logzed 4n ob-pr ChHox—-

lotic juo e eont-% 14th teorclowe enetre ALlicd Tichters -nmd rtdo el powme

BIru teovi.ed offcedlve gammort #ag cLiermtod o bor b off ememy ir c rerulbs
; e
,4..
% axr Y-S 3 r ; 3 s
. B LV tag end of domunry Jevmere rarictvnes in Lol 2t w-o at fn onde

In iB2 .acopbize, the seesmd v » of Omew-thom 2.0% _TTY ¢ reblevod

eorr. emdadn ; mxeeccgog.  Yhe nro-lav gion Laricoelsont of Crre Jlouge:icor

ﬂ‘x—-ﬂ—»——m‘i,—_ﬁ_ﬂ/
- f . T
t

I '\ii l‘% M'!"I'fl‘! v dE‘ “::]i!if_ [
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poreh.d o clines om 05 Toao ber o hen thoe LU Uoedipne Tivision lami sl op Cmee

Gloacertew, (nd vhen 107 Z-flln, 109 TaBle, cqmd U2 a-flp dyoure d nors thrn
SO0 Ssonc af kore ln cowmoration vith she limodr e Jrerencsr plr reagtion
%o thly onor $iom wre net i-madinte, bus Ly ntom eeciried ereqy Louber fore=
. frigions ern %2 oobrire ot J1110F ghiorde: nnd bechler A, LT limsb 0O
Ipgrgme = plreraTt wnptieivated 1x thoee - oroulin, bat $hey bpd »1fflealey du
mebr bl the coveen wroviesd b the Srnerlern covers ILurine the dop, B-230s

flev L7 portler, £e0PVy ALY, Pw20% 23, rnd F~£0's 70 over the be-chhend,

Slvby-throo egesy o drem:ft vere chob dovn 0 o lese of five Joeriorn fihberaz.
Dreo~ker w03 breen ¢ olnifle nt Loubh o Doati oot Freifle oner tidns

ZToe VifTth Adr Toves hod Srdgrsd ropo2ord bomre os of Torkr, over 7,000. Lo

gethar ulin the Z37 4t bed dertrowred 78T enomy nleacy, vhile 4te Foukh F oific

forecon twee eredited with 182 rnd the Centrrd Frelfie 180, Ia enrrrin. out

ite 0orined sisslons, 4% 2ed holo~d the cround foessg to e~%-tlieh thrnealver

dn iov Sritriue.  Allied forco: ia coatrol of O oo Glouzester Lod Le-p in r

[
]
"y

320 nosYbdon to cub off amy cttoumbs oo the mxt of the Jrronece i
rairer ong lev Drdtcin to rens relnfarcerconio into exsuyehell terrifor: rhov:

e s

peohin Ten in Cen Cudnea) rnd Mmelrthor bed L ebisved wueenss in 1ot o

ProEnbly the r oot dnp erowr ovcrk-tion +ftemmbol i the fouthicst Feelfic un
75
to tant hie,e
. Tan JIEACLIAS Onepetion, 2 Jrronryed0  obrucry 1944

wat the srpee rrd Csare Clomepstrr ovroraticar wers only tUo nhness af
Flop DOICLIIEY.  Toe third vicee, pnd verbons the o0t fomortent gy fow e
future sarr~tions Loec eomzerned, vig o lemdipd ot Snddor on Yitisz ltrenit

wad rldeor betueen Fluchen Felpt nane Imdrpoe 3 thire ovem tlon, Gener 1 Ilosrthu

5
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exmocted to ne~alre onos eitiersl nres for -ipfilelde, n #0238 harkor for sll
el eraft, ond in cover-l t9 "roeare oar kold of Huon Yenlorule ~nid ensure
frsbruciion of ~1l emenrs fowsce tr-rmel nlony the covrt et een shis Toree

snl rivrmein~ austroli~-ne fro- Fincchh-fens”  Fwe rxer, rlibouh used for

. monbhs rs o sbacic: naiztd 1o the Joecncee berge suwnly route, sy rwwmnrontly
not stroncly helise derinl nhoto, revhs showed evidence of use of the trecks

Tor the werisd Lebiurcn Tecewter rrd 2oreh e ot vreomdeiws, It irg s bize

then the heiviest roine of the yeopr ove to bo exacctrl, vorriay Trom rix to

regulorely oiliv o wm on the norttera side of the Iiuinterre Tamie, crenting -

advonts; cse  doreover ¢ lendins thors seamed 2 wroaice foeilenl surrrlge,

for-ed th-4 the VICHUILINAS sl Fores for th croture of Snldoar v s B0 Te
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tiie wicinity bat no . mbicirerart or cosstnl Cefenres. o ther forecris

inches ¢ ronthe Fleadfed strocn vould brmer grdune cetlvity, end clouds

lin: ra Lot 75 1,000 fort, voudd moke rerirl -ctlvity Loz-rdous for bata

snenn and Cllisd wlunes, vwerdiculs vl Tor fie latter simes thelrs werc
73

<are dlekont Trouvos.

elearly
The éifficulties freoine the Mllics rt Enddor verg/ Oclt"“ié,‘il’—"il by the

only wegrure the Jewonese hed om-arently constructed few il suy Jfeofennes,
aleo Becrase thes .onld Mrot-bly nos exnect rn Ffuehibloug omrrotion in
Calere on the b ols of those in U's Sritodn. For that reogon, the de-
led wlemoing noi the orsnirction l phoces of the NICAVELITS omersmtion,
Ly L rdin: <% Snddor g erlled, vers bejun soon rlter the lrave lunfing.

Ca 10 Teacmiur the Jdeoubr co~ ~pier of the MIi Influntey Divireloa, Eriz.

o Olorence Mo liatdn, wBo Lad dust srelved -t Orodenoush Delmnd, e ine

tvabod wmder Lir co oopd ng o sabordln o umit of Scmerel hrueserts Along
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rorees  Wlthin foar O e initicl vlins brd Tsen e <o, snl ouw 20 Deasiler o
copirrerz- o eonuider the wrojented orerction 146 held wncer $hs direatiang
of the (=7 of thn Llwmo iv £t Fores with Geoersl . hitcrs -4, Beape 8m. Danied
Eeroey of the Uoenth d-whidbions Foree, omd Demermd oo pbin pror-ats  Soctpde
. irs to ths mlen, suv-ittel o the Lleeo Toree rnd deted 0 Deosrzk-p, the
Tolleviny Sioke s~ to (e werforrcd by the wrlous ecomvonrnte ot Jener-l
Uredrthuric comoendl Tee Jou Oulres Doree cwenarted by ke Allies dr Sore
ces 18 50 inbepglfy omeritions rlomit the Unt Oudws» go=et vith tha ovjieciive
6F doeirirting epe v clocerta liolated b the cpaae tlom of Srifor vrd g
to Hiomsarteote vi-oroasly” in the Fo;- 8¥iw=Tren rres; the A1134~3 Alr Jorces
vere $o vrevond renborne relaforcercnt nd suncly of the rdrn ilewiok - fan
nrex, greclfy th freiliticn resaired ©0r -n cirdrs - 1loryee snogh £0r one
fighter arovn in th~ £- 1007 « w0, nné : rerace Ulth the 221-on’er of tie
Z20 Fores For bz crteblichmont there of firhtere, rir vwrrains Tezilitieg,
sommnmdentions, rnd rexvice clevonbo; bhe Allied T%+nl Torces trre to coonere
e vt ke oir in blec’: dins the X dnm =llexichwen rrey nd $0 eghoblicn
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before Lindblom returnzd to C;oodenough s but he was assured that he would
receive coples of the approved documents prior to D-day, i
As a resull of last-minute planning, the FATF air plan which was flown
from Dobodura on 31 December did not reach Gemeral Martin until he had trans-
. ferred to his destroyer flagship, the Conygham, on 1 January, Fortunately
it was almest identical with earlier drafts, althouzh one small change
caused considerable anxlety. ‘he final operations instruction assigned an
alternate target which proved to bhe inside the bomb line. By the time this
fact had been discovered, the convoy was on the way, radio silence was in
effect, znd nothinzg could be done to correct the situation until the landing
had oceurred. Then the air liaison officer with the ground forces succeeded
in esbablishing contact with the alerted planes before any damaze had resultsed.h2
The air plan, dated 31 December, called for a thorough bombardment of
the Ezidor area, strong Tighter protection for the boubers, and additional
bomber and fighber squadrons maintained on alert in case of emergency. On
D minus 1, nine squadrons of heavy bombers and eight of medium bombers,
covered by F=38'3 of the 475th Fighter Group, were to strike smsizned targets
in the Saidor area. FP=47's of the 348tk Fighter Group and one sguadron of
P=40's were to patrol the Cape (Gloucester area, and additional fighters tow
gother with the 224 Bombardment Group were to be on ground alert until
released. On D-day five squadrons of B-25's were to strike assigned targets
. between 0728 and 0745 and five of B=-24's were to follow from OS0Q to Q815.
For approximately half an hour after this, three B-25'3 were to spread a

smoke screen over certain objectives to conceal Allied activities in the
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1itn drong of 7D to 500 Irot on either $ife ~nd 1 s5e honeveombes with enemy
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zecalre an nests ond Tox koleps  The lnfonbry susedried Uy moundain guns

- dowear cevernl smeancerosful ctheownts o tolze thde worltlon, rnd fn un-—

=

LR

wisml oT{ord 'a;v: the rir uniis voro deoned LRICEDUTT.

Tetriled wrers rotions t ere fe Ty th~ Third Alr o ¢ force., Toe wlha
vey fopr ra AT Toowerin: t9 alds dlve~bamblng P=/D72 1o the objective. At
Jastrelin ord rde hevdeunrtors, the SR tno £ of the tng's fores, Zoimeriog
uilots, sud leterceted Macky Lirp ctelT officer~ fiscusrsed the ordtle v ire
volved end rrrelved at 5 definite anderginndiing r - 10 trdon rovemsnts znd
tizin e Lkt omerodion veriicd oorveful vlraning sinee Juebrellen froows tvere
Gugr 1o vcithin 180 ~rris of the objective. TUnom returnins 9 QulT becdauarters,
all F=£0 wiloty the vere %o »orbtieirsts in thr‘r:;is:ion were tricfed rnd
given Weamlete inforr-tion on the vlole chone! Cn 23 Dege lor, the flrst
dive-bonbing stico's 1o« erriied nat Ty Tour F<iDlz of the Vth i nter Ssusdron,
euchy 1ordad vith ors BT ~lb, Tarb. A Dodtwrrxs led biee voy $0 the ridge cnd
then wnerrin:l: indle Led the exnct objeztive v Sirin: trrz2era ints it. Iow
FenirD Ve diving to 1,020 7. -5 seorod ons Jlrect hit, wnd dromes” the otber

Fa
three banbs "very ne r tom on 177 glowe”

The raceerr of thip firet bect evcour--ed - rore elrborte offort, rnd
govon {n7rg later the ¢ o veweiron Ur 2o~ dn o srioned the Ehe -4y Rid.e wirmle
ng on obiediive, Lhls tire eviry olexe redy for eosle £, 17 FerOlg in «dl,
et onbe  Thew wire diviead into tuo ceotienr 1iBW Lo 113
= g ner fechlon. hile the greond s cetiom wrovidfed esver, the {flrst secticn

gwent Into the tre-ot op tha -1 of - Tnmwr po o opd crocned B =lr, WoTbs
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A e R
then they furnished protection while the second section rozred down to

dive-bomb, A shorti artillery barrage followed, and the first section re-
turned to strafe the objective before departing for base. The remaining
P-40's patrolled the area, machine-gunning rear points of Japanese re-
gistance indicated by the Boomsrang while the Australian infantry pushed
forward., The pinple was easily occupied.55
The Diggers soon found that they had captured only one in a series of
strong-points held by the Japanese, Shaggy Ridge itself seemed to extend
almest indefinitely north and south, and its crest and sides were a maze of
foxholes and trenches, The Third Air Task Force again undertook to blast
the eneny out of these positions, and planned a coordinated B-25 and PelO
attack in what was known as the "Gui~throst Operation.® For three days,
18 to 20 Januvary, B-25's from Jadzab and Port Moresby plastered the ridge
itself and near-by stores and ground installations with 500-lb. bombs,
The 38th Group apparently scored amazing successes on thesge missions,
claiming 390 hits out of 390 bonbe droppeds DP-40's then struck on 21 Jan~
uary, but on this occasion they were guided nct only by a Boomerang but by
white panels to mark the Australian lines and smoke shells to mark the
targets Cn the following day a large formation of PwiO's apgain worked
over Sheggy Eidge, and iater artiliery blasted at these same positions just
before the infantry advanced, By 23 Janusry the Australians were in pog=
sesslon of most of the strongest enemy positicns in the Shageyr Ridge area.56
The Australians pave much credit to the air units for this success, It

was perhaps difficult to estimate the precise resuits of the bombing, since

\! ™y
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a bervy nrsillery corcrntrition L 4 roced over the oo rrone. 3a% nf ler i
tr 0 B0 —lo. TiThe Lo dome trgvendoas Jnanpe, Liter-ll- o-evin- oor vorilong

,

af the riice.  femr Booke Bed jood vice od the grept ond Wl somloled 30 PO

G

oL Tret Aovn Lhe ~logse.  Sa2h meer rdcong were of vz lue in clesrin.: o field
of fire Ffor the rrillier exl evwedrin~ ecpeqy ta-~itions. e Sucbrrlicns
vere imnrooerd with the racuraer o A ericon btoridr s, sn? smas rentlr nld
Little Ioop of bombe ermlodine in ot et ares 180 wrrlis mrTe Ind-ed one

&

Zuetrrlinn lizison offleer shinted thrt “the oolexdid ePfegt on roenls of our

men ns the rasult of such smccurate and consenbrated bombing on enemy wositions
57

sureasced by frr the retual materisl damage cenced.

vialle toe LYt prd rodium wetber reasdron~, wooptleadosle the 22 pmd
«Aldth, re eunrtin~ evers offort to ele~r the woth of -~ lyvr-poe for ths rround
tarecey, otier welluwsn rmd berve unite crre lnore-siv - thelr revcalte on tke
arineivsl Jrmoneee borer dn e Sairer.s Tas suecosgeos o7 Toth Amerlemns rad
Sustr-licns on the Fuon ionlrpewds -uaet ooin direre-e-r the fesre o the Jowrnece
for the wrourity of every ¢ ratesie elie :lope Lhe Uov Suiger eonat fron l-deng
to Jollrndirs liomrsg iwd Alexickfen .z e rriurrl kevens for d-Fonted
durcmrge fleelnye frox the S~3dor ope-, fensn E2v < g o eomanlesntinns snd ~uamoly
cenirr, wm? «oirk oo the hows of the d-wopeee Arc— Wiy Zerviee ip Us Falnez

vers L~ciorl woipts of rubegie for Allised borbers. Alexmish fen ore i dn

1
rexodveld the Lervlost domrnesc of Boubee Larin- Jemu-re . $2%-1 o7 05 Bei,

167 2w%5, tnl P Z=25 rorties vors ¢ rrie® out o winet Slevwichefeon cnd iodrrs,
£8
in viadew Zors then 1,107 ton~ of borke rr-~ drovcd, S LT Janmx ryr wllisd

Int~11i -evoe Wrd decided that Aloxlizhofen bl Loem e oiman =« nn fsmortont

gumaly rpd dietrication ornier, txd it o0 atiecly” for tho liat tl-e in
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turped $oord Joare memd ez, vite 355 bomy of Woubs crome-{ in the

eouree of LIFD 20" cnd 181 P50 gortice ~~lnct Eensa 7o and 520 tonr in
59
three obrdioee sorlowipg 197 20200 o dnet Jooets,

. Wil pttoegicp on lwmortoat Jroomess Trze epr ccozybet by geversl gew- -
rone urueldlyr olther of F-Flie or T-PVy, The fishter cesozt 2oz oio-z1llr 17
en rued over eneny territoryr, int on the wole enecs ~etivite in fhe sip
coclired cven Troo e lovu of vroviene : oatlic.  ILarip * & mors 36 epersw
Titrrs rod @ Toribers vore chot cotn Lt Soerlacy feuders, cnd T3 Jovoress
Tizhters Wr voslrrn, 10 of thrre dn the Jocthscet~rn xere  ora Slenibers
in turr chot dovn 1 I-Th, 7 STy, omd B F-d0%g; rpbicirversb ~z20 wmted for

¢ B=T0Tgy mnld Lle dreriecn Wb shot dotn L .~0.  Five PR3Ye, P Fma)le,
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1 =08, rad 1 a3 1o £lro logt Do unevselficd o ueep
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es oed o 7 cerledl eondots 1ith the erev. 07 there, LT oonslste? of intei—
cemtions o the encoy over o pin Joveperse orse or en roubte to Lt. Thie
carrred tith 87 rix er - eente, of valen 14 tere Allied lrtereemtions, dur-
iweg the wreseddr s 17 @orge  The enevyr rrolili ree du crminlbiens londic ¢ bad
rlso shevn o weelines Larlas the Dirst 17 & e of the Sroe veci-d o, the
Jem kod commleied 20b combrt eortise, vbleh coamered Lilh LEQ Surir. o sio-
idler nerlod of thir Cne CGlouszestor, rnd 87 durin, 17 dove of the &-idor
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The TWLLAINY Cmerrdldon vee offleir 11y tercin-tod on 10 cebracry
1948, 1% d Goer ovorielndr 1 mieeccsfl, %5 ejeolin: enewy foresc
Tron vestern et Tritrdun rnd erscblishing orrrisons thers, Yenercl Lnzartburts

1

Forees 3 zae dn n vocltion to thre%ea "the clindel of Hav-ul® ‘o lerd.
douth ki eific forcer, contimairs to roke clov but checdy »rogrecy On Zowr in-
ville I¢land, vore voxling wrlrudlle ripdrvo~er pad sut 1y detsby o iE- sen
sud the adre  Centrel fzeilfic forz~e {90 vere conLrilatln. o the wrr of
nerves £ lact Janonte Foeific gorricons with sensctionsd l:endip - in ihke
Clitery mpd Irprkedl Igdrvde, 2o the Tipst ves’s in -cbrvres thew he? perched
rosicleine

ine ernturs or newtrolisction oF weors in Abke wlerovck hied bren & mri-
ey obdcetive of Gener-l Ietrthurle nl-nnine sinse $he onpin~ of 1877, In
nrecent occrntions, theorrfores, the lredivs din ov Zritrin took o wicee of
Firet Lowortonze, -nd the londic % C01or v goneléered r g ¢ mesng of
oroteeting the left flen's of the elonents of Lle 0 Tarze of Lrcve ol dase
cloucorgters In lens=rer o wioxs, bovew », oner-tioas in Le fudre vore oor-
ropents of the nndn Jrive in the South: ot rogttle, 1hile thowr in the Miaumralk
archizmelr (0 ere roxe in the roture of thructe on the flenks Ihe victoerr ot
0w, Tor exvrple, comaleilsl the Dnon Feriwmle c-ovweizne It not only
Brglencd ter Jcvtracticn of Jovenesc wroons du thed nres, btut, vien esmsisersl
in oeopionzbien 1 44h the sussrrlitn cov uce in the wom volley, brought Dre:sure

roednet the emery ctron.tivles _of Yodens end n.lr”"ism ic a end rersred the vey
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Zenireale, brou~kt o n completion the v-rion no ifilecticns of thes _luton
Plew, ori-irelly drevn o in “ebracry 1947, Bat $ha wodlfled L1'tton wod

. tecowe Little more thon -n inbroductier to the ZLI0 series, mlans desl:rned
t0 carry Fepcrel leelrbhur cnd his con rnd boelr to the rhilleelrecs.  The

1xd4l-1 werep of 270 ITI eciled Tiret for the cecuvrtion of the Hexsr S0y

rrer o Oneretion T, folloueo by the selzure of Isviery: ~s Cperction E, =ad

the Lasir-lir Iglende s Crer~tlon te B Daserbrr Jetells of elr, lfna, rrd

.-

ser rerticirction in the: o mrajected omer tions wearn Trelnes worked oub.

Grnerrd viiteberd strongly eurvoriel thic sokhednle of oner-tioms, rererblng
tkr 3 brrer o4 HEoroe o 7 vere gergenblel 1o oxdec b2 nenfr-live Dovleny, and
tart with Drviens covbured opmis kel-oxsd wouls Trll rlmoet of its cwrn wel nt.
In sowrart of theee viere ke aroed thet "from thr rlr utver stardooint,
Hopae 2o0v le eceeloive, Zaged thers, shile pdr Tore 13111 ovn >very bhilcs 190t
to lrelude Hollenmdd-y By oininr the oren, I rwern the gee rg well &8 the lona

spene, Henso Tr 40 the deeigive sten on the vosd to Urailr-—MHegen B ia

the snrin- serrd Iroa viieh the north corst of Sew Fulnrn ¢on ie Trodled omt
4

vith Libiwe the nexs Jorn,f
Torly du Joowr vy certein of Uenersl  Lodrthurl. obeff ouzosted oor Gie
cnl wudiitie-tion of thr firel thase of .20 III, Zrerc novlcers nrovosed tre
. londins of somethln: lesc thrn - dlvicion on the e eke & B0 the north of
Alexichsfon, rué @ cuplrrener t»s held on 11 Jromnry 164 o Clscurs tols
gl cection. Cener-l Upeolpthur onens’ the zmferernzs br serlpg th bt he I d
tode kic dccipgion, Tout skt wrior to swmoanclu; i% e sl be glrd b0 Lis—

ben 1o oy roar i Tron thaot e mroarnbe? *-c:*ir,.l x.i Yanld, vko senw rdv onte ces
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In krvire, peovsl shoro tooe freillities there, @ mmed in I vor 9f 'n w~lexiz-
nrfen-alfrny Lrpfins. 2otk Cencpo 1 Onoub e¥lin, =3 of 340, #nd Sererrl
ilron of the 11fth ir sorco, on the ob™er homo, oroowed flch e onerriion
o r ugelers exnopditure of elforie . Cter listendins o both rldes of the
crmnaent, ceror:l ecirthur <b-te¢ thet the originel mlin would uod be -wdi-
fled -nl moinicld ent thet Mlrevit-tle confuclon' o dd worult frox o sudden
e ey LOredvere o operorted thet r lenfin s ot L0 exdebrfen tould be 2 osatrd
Lom, snd novld violte Wir 4 etlerl nrinainls of ¥ioip: vnerr ther -re uot.!
de ~dded Lt we  owldd’ wowe into Hrarer J-r e ddately A8 re brd the Tannnlbiowe
wernet o 4 Tred, at cdnce tbese tvere w0t Aralls Vle, L coulsd sre n2 cdvntoge
b
in movice inte the ne-rer ~rerc,.

A »tnrorlaatelr the £ time, booeveor, ong chrmes vne ™ {e in the
“ghooule of ower- gionrs T~ n- vl o ¢l JSor the ®Weviep -lpnag gho!
rriery t0 the loxdinmy - Hrmer wowe “pdr o lter tion Bof Lesn e le citer fn
evebr e oF Mo serier of nltrn scoret wivesh s the v rlour “ooific the-
aters. <Altehe-dle crvmrents in frvor o Hener 295 rg e alocl move Yknd
keen +iven éeow eldudy, W tut Locwrthime Tiedly brd cezided wron the otler
eourrs AT etlon in orler ©o ecoordéinote lde ovorr diom «ope clocely tith

C
thorr of .. ziral Licihe in the venbral ¥:ciific.

The raccere of 1l ooddor oweration Lr-d conwire-s u11lisd eon rniers
the § the drmancre comlds offer Listle efTed%ive renist o0 %9 ~n ~rraivicis
L wllr; &0 long zs the odlles could choose the volnt of aktrck, -wverths-
lege dorenece forses were #%1ll otrons in both the Bismorek archinelogzo srnd
in Uev falne-, an® maced ¢ resl threat o fwtnre Ji1lied ~dvrness e 181l as
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the nrinceinl wrarr. JSdlicd «:sti:fl;t-. ~ 37or 1 Zebrasry 18944, for ermrnle,

gho e 0 totnl of LES corirt sircenft still on e Tritedn ficlis rnafn

rlddtionsl 52 In e Lrelend cnéd the &vdir-lties. It was Telieved, furtoer-

more, thet the “rrnses were novin.s rore figaters rud bonbers in%o Jev Galnern,
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rirersft on the four ‘e ak drowes, 178 r% Hollrnodn, cpl ¢ to0-1 of <7 on tie
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nororoteson rd et 33 Jectroy slrelrneg, vergoarel, rud dinstallations rt

7
gizch ignlrted sreng g Guesn eould not be sntirely raled out.
Llteoms b 16 2 ot oolieved thoh the cneny was nlnuning o serious

gifeucrive, vnrlous <t =y wolated 10 ¢ _efewrin.tion t0 51 in from Mrdopg

0 Enpo & ore L contivued incro-oe of shinomlng in the Jerek oresm, foverish

copshrusbion ~etlvitvy, ~ol onos cnd ~lr dr-Ulle even =1 al-ht nolntsd to the

zodrtoncs of thv & ires  Hounen Loy, too, suoor atly fitted into the erpenyls

Cefenslve oline - 8 vroer, -af a2esibly cecbrogers, were Wnovn 0 ve moving

t

sunnlicr ~nd troons south inbo the . por sroumd Duvds el Hozia.
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ofenclvere 0 Ducle poodg of Fifth Alr Sorce oner-tilons were 0 rove tle
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 eshrrn
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.

too r 124 tho Fifth Jir Jaores Tt d Bren consldersbly strenmpbb-

by Tebrz oy 130, Lt tu o over el Lredv samorior do corvoetonde
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Ta reltim Lo th~ Anericen wluans, fhere vere aorve thrn 597 toetierl nlancs
i1
in the kaadn of lus Bl snd ™ wore flovn by the ZJutch,
wee T Zomber Corzemd hrd becoss & Tedior b lrumcod Dores by chinges in
e oF ciezredt. TRe thre~ weberon heavy bork- rérent rooos, tke 433, 90th,
i CEMR, eoatinved $0 f1p She B-2, and oo of the celilam croums, die Mibil
Wi COobly Lo the SeT5.  Bul the 2234 Srous wre Gelmer elicgced Troa o meliwmg

anld S0 on~ pealened with B-20%:,  This or-wizsrtion bod ol « vetler snotted

Ghrter in ske Soulls .oy irecifice It hrd flowm BedVe fron Yord lor-sty to
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hrovul An $he eoripe ox 190, tuj krd o reded oud - hortor risslons Tor the
erdn rr of thet e re Jop the Tiret br)FP of 1047, 16 rerely ter im coud i,
“- ibn Z~8813 ere bein: renl-20d.  In the 1ot tiiece ouths of 1577, 1% e
eooobhing oF r reeor’ vith ors spusdren Thedn o B=®g e nnd the oftlrr thers
enlnfirons B-25'ce  Loeordine ta i srsunts wery oez "In one moath the
Jroun ~xeceded nll other similer unite in ths torrs - of Lowis or3nied, #nd
ren oo conkt sortles tlou rny other worber Groun in thiz thoater. axmin
the follsein: wonth [Tras 1675 40 clirex over tiows in medlum borvers, o
sow drons of thig Groan excesded by FD mex cent 11 other ~rouns of four
solrardne in thir thendlar in muaker of comb. t coptice rune Tihe ©0¢ cord-t
striize corties by the 28 d-nurdron rnd 724 by the 203th Seundesn io thirty»
(ryre esbnblicghel first ~nld cezond mlrca in bhs entire Averic-m iv :ores ia
the navier OF mlhouc- v uich ept osut on ~iooions - fin 1 the enear in zar one

iz -
I.iﬁh‘thon
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¢ odetingaliked recove itk B-00Yr, the Yh, 174k, crd DIt Srwslroms of

the 73 Zostordent Grow (I) b4 been converbied o 2-00%s, T1o ¢ 33itioncl

1L bt wo werdmend croune hod Jolned the -10%k Alr Zorsee, Vab ol tiorse the

7Ltk vog borworreily caudmmeld vith FefDVe) pul the 2AWtR Frd ot boon
. reodmed owy airernit,

By rebravry vetersn vicbhter unite bod Lod el rooient o=F3l's nd
FeusOVs ponls 2w, rnd - ninber of aew Tijfhter e draas velr onf.rine eoniat.
Althouch the §=F8, leemuse of it lon- rrex:e rne 10 eoolaps, Law 3131 toe
aleve Jrpopmc lls orefericd o the Vhreber, the @37 bad won oomsioersible ¢lse
tinchions -~rom the midile of Jwmst to Lk~ Tiret of drmunry ¢ totcl of 8D
FetPle 108 Boen lavolved la B7 en-pc rnbo vith ohe erewm,  Colr o P-a?'s
were Lust ln thess en o cecente, bub LCP eneyr ¢ irvlnnes (vith nrabnoly rore
thrn 20) wen) wrd Lecn shot dom. By zobrasry there tere nine 1 ater sn*m.d&
rons eptlined vith Yed?ule, four 1 lth I=l%'y frou the T throu - the J rmolels
tiures vita P« Ghi's, twe wipht 71 mter s~w . rone 11th P-70Vy 2nd modifizd
E-T81lg, three reesnruissgcace ovanorore 11%h An reroriuent of Eef2te anl S
5%, Funl opa chotd rooirnidrronce Lew irom vith orimaivell- FeSte pnd
£=7BVsy  Apee dzela’ed pouly orrivel cteacnbs of the D8th klzhter Groun, the
. 1a

1%tk end <Rlet Wipht Jichter Jaw drons, ond the Tlet <egonnrlzrnnze SToun,
wurt the 24f%h Adr Zoree oo prently cbren thened bebween Uztobrr 1343
end cgoranry 1044 1s rnldy deooasbs. ted br ties incresge dn sbriking mowoy
. Jurlay thot meried, In Vektoler tho Tifth Adr Favee orrried out - fotzl of
“, 870 20mi- b ziptior exelurive of troow zerrier retivitics rud dronzed 1,068548

tonn of bowors In crriory thiore filgaers kel inererera to 13,851 costics rari
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«Afh Torses o videly Jismerssd, it vs eeeontinl thet thelr obizerives be
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“ren g, tni to eoomerste vith roax fopzes by hittin: defensr rositlons

15
nerr=uy 2o rond noste, ed cunaly dendto.

Dy Fetranry 1842 e . ir saropiority vhich the Fifth Alr Morce ad
~-rll=r rebleved over ite ovn tares in Yew Guirer v d virtanlly Lecoue rir
sunrenceT over nladct row wolng 1 ithin ron e of it. TLcer olines, a11ir4
Tighters,vhlle conortin; bortern ~pg trraenirte, defentiry thelr own ©-ses,

econvoring shiveine, rndé Mlrins roatins = trod £, IV Pel, cn2oantercd enamy alre
err Tty ALlled o3 %ere oerried owub thedr strilec witvout intereention excent
o0 ummsunl ocersionse  he orincinel thrent to A1lird nlr overations cume raot
fron ercw £Ldser wlione en, tau feme w30y I1vin: conlitlons rnn to - locger
etent from cubic iver Ct. .
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Jight and medium bombers bombed and strafed the native tracks used by the
Japanese and the barge supply routes along the coasts. Usually results
on these missions were reported as unobserved, but some barges were sunk,
and the Japanese were forced to move their supplies by might. The air
. force, moreover, had won a considerable victory in limiting the operations
of destroyers and merchant vessels, ER=zrely did large shirs venturs wilhin
range of att_ok borbers. Oceasionally there were indications that dew
stroyers were anchoring off the New Gulnea coast as far south as Hansa
Bay, but shipping even at Wewak had fallen off sharply in the past six
monthse In general the enemy arcanged his schedule so that the largest
ships would be cut of range of dayligat patrols. The most profitable
argets were, therefore, to be found only at night. This restricted the
antishipping strikes of the V Bomber Command since only Catalinas and the
63d Somadroa's LAB-ecouipped B-24L's were able to carry oubt night missions
effectively. These aircraft, however, established an enviable record, and
claimed 16 warships and 153,700 tons of merchant shipping sunk or damaged
between October 1943 and January 1944. In January the Catalinas alone
claimed an additional 52,500 tons sunk. During the four-month period from
Deceaber 1943 through March 1944, the 63d Sguadron flew 265 gorties, en-
countered enewy ships on 82 flights, aid sank 60,700 tons of shipping.

. During e similar period, 392 aircraft from the remainder of the Fifth Adr

Force sank 64,865 tons.lé

——wrm e aem o mk wade e s mome = [P FENE P —

'THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
- |

ABFRH-16 0 v raih - ) M 180
LA __j;,, xf”*::/;:* Sf o SB._

The results of bombing attacks on the principal enemy bases were par-
ticularly difficalt to determine, Claims by tne participating sguadrons
were rodest in that they generally reported the resulis as unobserved,
herial photograyhs clinched many doubtful peints, but it still was diffi-

. enlt Lo assess damage accurately. The Hzbaul attacks of October and No—
vember 1943 were a case in point, They did not wipe out Rabaul as a
potential enemy base; aireraft still used the fields, and shipping the
harbor. TYet by deslroying aircraft on the ground and by kmocking down
planes thal rose to intercept, the bombers contributed to the decreasing
efficiency of the enemy air force, and by their assaults on shipping they
were aiding in the cutting of the enemy supply line. The results were
perhaps not what Geaerals Kenney and Whitehead had visualized when the
Rabaul offensive was started on 12 October, But the resulis were far
greater than is implied in the Navy's assertions that "the air assault
to render Rabaul ineffective was initiated 17 December « o o ."17 It is
probable, moreover, that these attacks together with those against
Alexishafen, Madang, Hansa Bay, l\iewak, and points in the Netherlands Fast
Indies were more eftective than could be shown by numbers of planes destroyed

or of ships sunk. It will be recalled that the enemy's air effort during

this period was negligible, and that large escorted bomber strikes against

Allied bases were nonexistent., Allied Intelligence generally sxvlained this

as a plan of the eneny not to risk his air strensth until a predetermined
ingieated thut anmother

defense line was threatened, fostwar interroaatlon‘_/ explanation was

that enemy surply and service routine had been disrupted and spare parss and

W T
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Tuel xoacevesn Gesvrorcd By ~llisd bovbirg of oo wurisstlons ord Lioort.nt

Sernmne the 0wl (elierfe o cplor ent Tor axw™ rnir forae wadt wog cloes
cognacntbion vith jround rorcise. Caoly thoec rirites thlch vere prrsreef - oll
. 1o révince vere vreeticonble, red evern thoge gometires hed  Lncermelusive resalis.
o the Unthellery, offencive, Drlee Do O, hiteke-d of the Jwrtrli-n l-nd
forecs foudted thot the heevy rrlfe or Jororese mo-itione were v rticularly
- effoetlivr, U&u:lly clrcot Tite hrd 6o ke veored to droo o ovelleoanctrusicd
én-oube cnd turlcrs, rnd o1t 1o Cidfienlt to wirmolrnt cmr trract ig the Jusle.
Un the other Dore, the £ - Rio-e over .tlong (eranedr ted nk: t ecocall ve done
in rnoenrePully wrecrred elore-mummort mirgion, =nd the ore~inv-clon Polaics o=
Terlzleos? on wostorn -m1 southern e sribadn and of & 4Fox at le-st dlfecur—
15
aoed pa. cerious deciness onmogibise Su the Londinte.
Abthouw,d theee vere tor nrlrein sl trotierl Tunmsbion: of the Hifth oir
Yovec, there vere countlens obters vhich ia bhe (oveto-3ay routine were eruslly
lurcortents  Yroom eorrrlers,in forryinc enrgo wnd versornel, dropelns rrovisicns
to troows in fori-rl ore £, ond eveeustin: giet rnd vourled, werforazd rn in-
c¢lgnopsr ole functions Tet 1t in ergyr t0 o verrte their efforks, For
exernle, dr Sentegver, Cototer, Toverbeor, nd Zeocstor LO4Z, the O7%h Troom

Onrrlcr tow dron corried 1,8 ¢, €34 2,152,818 85,018,000; vnd £,888,718

3

wourds of crxpw recwectivelye Thip totcl of 0,685,270 tourde ic eenlv-lent
. ko~ ra"—:ir"tel 10,000 tone rpd oould ¢ oily h-ve bren cnrried by two olive-
19
zlued fl“i icbberss But goditler Urodi-hlers oot notor leonesdrb oxule o3 $o

Curad rp° pw croas other molnts din Tew Gulvs oml T T ritedn, sor esule thewr

-
we orlled woon $0 Aellver o vit-l miece of conirput or ecsentirl weinforoe: ont:
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o pervice pnd gawelr unito.

“
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I rrerm 1l it eon e eris thri the 1d%
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2ork~t oroo-tions viih conrcicuouc sucaesn. 1% B I 7 rticincted in the wir-
ning of ¢ cerica of @nll bub wevrirthslers crachin - victorize. victoxy 1is
caocosed bo vreed conficence, hijh solrite, po0d hwowre It woul sren, then,

bt vith 1ts vimninme b dlsiom, 1ty vehsrip wereounel, #nd 1te coc’sr levdes-

+hin, {trhe TiTth Adr Doreels morrle shouwld wwrve Teen of the alsierte Ih rould

te ir-esursbe o ocw Hort the owvvorite v-g the e e 2303lern wlth woor pornle

49 not v in Taktic:, snd rhen the ehime 1exn duin, we for errrole ik the X

Joveriesr rttrelr on Zicseon Forcor, the rir cret s tooic thelr logecs rnd vere

e dy Tor rore. and, in the Gloucerter ooy dlons when covePnd &0 4rci.

-

tere Dlvine tvo xia-lons Crx, tie prour’ erswe 4 B0 work <l i0sb eintinue

+

surly to ro-dn thelr nivereft for the next ctriez, ~rd thic ther did,
Bot 17 the mornle of the Tifth Alr DUoree 1o v @ot universelly lou, thers

cortniply vere ¢ EX her of cormlrinte vhleh ia cnelfied bhe troeditlonsl X

-~

aritces Crs of trecs igvoltvwed Lhe edegtlon of e oticus. It vee opz which

Bed dothkered offlecer 2nd eali~sed »in rlite, ond wearllv whe oouesd by fhe
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eoeltlons ar Fiiopt lecderse b2%h she 8750 rnd 090¢ Smairons hed flickt
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in most cemps. But incinerators took care of garbage, better refrigeration,
fly and mosguito control, and careful chlorination of all drinking water
neutralized the fever-breeding nature of the surrcunding swamps. The diet,
albhough not particularly appetizing and lacking in fresh egee, vegetables,
and fruits, was "calorically adequate,” The boys could always fall back on
peanut butter when "bully beef, dehydrated foods, and matutinal pancakesy"
seemed just more than they could bear. TIce-cream freezers, purchased by
some sguadrons, dispensed an "unpredictable chilled substance which on for-
tunate occasions bore a rocognizable resemblance to the familiar product."29
Special Zervices at Dobodura also improved during the last few months
of the year. Kecreatlonal rrograms ineluded football, baseball, volleyball,
end, of course a softball league. Day rooms econtained books and £ame S,
Some coumanding officers made special efforts to improve the lot of their
men. Colonel Prentice of the 475th Fighter Group, for exemple, made special
trips across "the Hump" to Port Moresby to bring back PX supplies in a P38
with a freight~carrying belly tank., Officers and men spent spare time in
constructing mese balls, clubs, and movie houses, The 55th Troop Carrier
Sovadron built their own mess hall, kmown as the "Waldorf Astoria Grill,"
by bartering with the Australians for lumber, screening, nails, and roofing
meterials, The enlisted men oif the same unit built their own ciub, "Bisculit
Bouwber Club imbassy." More elaborate was "Club 38, 475th Dobedura Avenue, "
the 475th Fighter Group's officers' club., This elaborate establishment
sported a semicircular bar, equipped with a foot rail., Behind the bar hung
a colorful painting "exeouted on mattress cover canvas, of four demi-mondaines

who, seated upon a lounge lavishly draped ﬂziiﬂﬁﬁizfg},returned with ennuied
V//NJ
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gaze the interested exmmination of the 'bar-flies,'" Liquor was dispensed
by coupon znd vith a nightly quota, and parties were held for neighboring
and sustralian units, murses, and Med Cross personnel, One of the great
events of the year to this and other clubs was the visit in lovember of a
stare comeany sbarring Gary Cooper, Phyllis brooks, and Una xerkel.BD

The problen of entertainment for troops in the forward areas was not
easy bto solve, TFor securiby reasons camp sites abt the largse advanced bzses
were separabed as much as possible and were built at safe distances from alr-
fields, the most likely tarcet for an eneny bombince atback, Large social
gatherings were not eneouraped for a nuaksr of ressons, Unit comanders,
responsible for the sceurity of thelr counands, wanted to sxercise stringent
control over their personnely itransportation, inadesuate even for essential
purposes, could not be apared to carry men fron oae cams to another; and
higher autbhority generslly discouraged large patherings outside unit areas.
Thus squadron day rooms became the centers of soclial wctivity. General
Kenney hed orininglly planned that air force units would build the day rooas,
that the Bed Cross znd Special Services would equip them, and that the Hed
Cross would sttempt to staff them with girls, perhups one hed Cross worker for
each group's day rooms. There was some progress in workin- out this pregram,
tut late in 1943 the rirls who hud bzen ascigned Lo day rooms were transferrsd
out of Nlew Gulnea, and by Lhe rdcdle of Jeanuary 1944 no one had Leen sssigned
to replace thew., HKed Cross officlals favored "Service Centers” end apparently
were unwilling to conbinue the abieupt bo staff day rooms, Thelr objection
to the latter was perhaps understandable &s it was obviously inmpossible to

staff all of them., On the other hand, General Lhitehead very definitely




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ormieed Lervier Ceoators,

rph Telleved thed the Eed Oroce whs not 3oy,
ever,cthing: in its wiver $6 &b Liesl® fo dhe ne2uliqr detrnle of the
<outk esb Frelvies  Ma consldernble nersputc e of our rir forec culdiers,”

sooordic r 19 Wbitehe 4, indlestod in thelr lettorr Lh b M$ke a-ericon se6
Kok
Srecw 4y mow dodee cprinir - for the indivicucl concerneds

o

It would Bove beon irmoeeible 40 w2dvide cobert daront, £00F, gl Live

ine ~uwepbere~ $0 e blsfy svorc Ardtividusl 1n such o wlvsrss nnd LIS L LS

oroardrc: tlon ar tac tine ViTER Lir Lorew, fun the wm comwlodrn.d louddv snd

eerneibly ~Loat theoer £ eborns Wit NTIt-bBly the ebicf ecues of eounl-ing

»

wrr oneb car onm of the. s, Lat = ingtedd rn o din oeircd rnd enntinaous Teerne

les to 0 hoese, There de nmo ~uciiiorn thod the ~oturl or ivoiped v pot of
this longing to other uith o0 webursl - iluente of & tionic 1 clirie 1 ere
gerioas. ithie I et keeon~ Jlstre-«in-lyr obvicu~ in rr- dine yevort Trer

romort fros the vrriousg eonocil eenmdrons.  Che ccecantr odsnt be asaricered
Ty

wonoteacu. if ther ers not o tr -iesd

wfficlcrer of woli-'ed mersonrel b s bren veelirirn.- cﬂmir er - tls ip et
glz wwontboe  ALB U0 mpe 4 olfloers oo ueen in trovics for v ot 21
zontias. €8 of enlister +orsinuel ~nd €55 07 rOnesn i ofiinpr" brwa
rnore tivm 1 re rle service in $he trooics. Unirrorcile ~iLituue of
oldcr Z" ke Lrd rp dvercs eftoel om neuly ecl oo ciene (SR Sorbr ro-
“ent Soundron (I-), Yovenher 1047)

ee T-cbowe of btae 2li ~tr rxd eniiroment ~re UaTee out then we COLSaTR
the oftielcrer ol oar corsonrel vho knve been Lers 4une vesr rme brs more
reccnt rrriv-le. She fomuwr arowyv o% mroecnt sre defipiicly inferlior in
thelr outwat of warik., hie lbg le-m .o o Lrog ki to our cttention
vhercver the etrore ir g0 bs (718 Somb: par-opt eavs Sron (.9, Tavesher
190

Tac , erund Toroarnl Bave been oversrs ¢ ) oomEn-c, of Jhich 10 wonthe
vere crent do trovlesl elinm wes Ias.: zen L-ve beea foresd to enrry on
unier eotrevals -dverce eomdltlons, sz aue o tho ghortsce of renloce-
crnbe, thew vove B0 wvork Lorder vmd lom ers  Yhe incdesuncy of diet,
nromer lorves, vnd wousine ©ellitds o b.s lowers¢ Loth tie ohrsienl znd
“ontoldl effisiercr o7 4k~ ~vourd r‘fxrformr*l. I{ i= stronsl: reco~ onicd

tht the roaad =erpianel be rent o 22 b3 Lhe Eulte;t -..J'L'tf”"‘ CYEer o rrie

v of forsi;n seryics of 0 mopbhe, Lor +th nf [°rvie: in the tromies

- by ‘ﬁt—ﬁﬁ-\' e »
LOrRDT el = Rl

PS4 § A Pt f B4 1Y WO A B
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




s

T RE1

Cre tundir: & rad forty (140) enlicters ran of tldr co7wend b v bren overseog
Yooatp-three conths #nd dn Dev Cadne - F ot Bke tlee,. Lhey brve -rrized
ores. frdlyee. uns rvereoe 1oge oFf efficlenc iv cixty-Tive raroent. ™

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

- " SRR I

(=
39
a

AU

o u ,a.,,,,_,;wa;.

ehola be et r% 0a0 worre (671 Boounrdrnt Sounnmon (MJ Qetoury
1Y

Zre poreral he 1th of the pround wersoansl v o Toep wobleod ta Ee
Wk rl retirs regentlre £2'te of the mom hoviw Ioeh poomach g ZU

lbzes ip ved b, Lhore hes clse cern oonoticerble inere ao in nﬁrnitﬁl—
ir: 5ion 6uc to octric reurosics I eellewe thr. e confitions vre cue
to boe frot thrd the rOusd reerdvrel mre oo dr : rentally cnd thyele
2rlly Tobd meds (T19th Bo-irrdnent Sewiron {(H), Cetobrr 1241)
Tt 1z o econsolewons foeb men on dudy in thie . oor Tor o prolenzed werio
v » oo gulrr erer Trtisarbllity, ¢ definite loweplins of aoenle 9: COmm
mrerpd ko Tnee? pom ond hewe wmopiody of denrescion Frd gomnleoint, rrid
rre mare ruce_otible to digriares  Eaewver, thece ven corr~ ut their
dgutlen ith the hi T rirrforde or yhe S0 -rome Ap smminotlon of the
rccf}rfls o1 ths a-rlad L Cotober, 1842 theow™ FL Lros tor 12460, re-
vonle the eldihtening dete thet flerc 1ere fries ro ounny YOl wen?!
(on forsiym dat.s ¢ f-r or rore) wispitzlined —g there vore ‘neul rena
The hormit-liz  iion 1 be for the prucdron slaze 1ir welira to ey &alnes
in Optobrs 1777 i~ eree $i-ne §ant of the wregeuins three athr. (23
Toot rément Iewedron (), Deaetbor 1249

Tou

-

E
LG
one of tuerr vep e " Lla 5 3o over Foar hours kard vorik iy eny ai oy Ve
Frootle.lly o1l « Faselons 50 the hoenitol | »e fron thips orows. Of thie
yrown nlxoast £ifty vean rre ia vwrrlone otoyer of wavehoneurosis. (
Dignter Devooron, 00 uer 1907

(¥
Uth

f)
[=]
0
e
ﬁ
L]
[ %]
(o1
v?
C
)
':5

ke sitaction is Te Ep th % 1€ wast urpently rene-t ine
serions ~wr cevestoting eif:et 0? 1ncref:in; i tiaae on officlenc:s o
i sauadron. :h? tre snAsae Lporer ee of npep-are on ~lresd;” evrnuated
proand rergaprel Ty the Soukled rotivity resentl:t ane Lecn luaort dis-
cotbroos, 1T tu@rv men Uit 16 ronthn iz fronie. creonls replros. 1o edi-
~belos thelr uiltizoote relobllit: tior mmd reauner tion is etectior Tle,
(€60 Borbordsent Cowiiron, Yegetber 1947)

r'zed drow in of%iedensy of wrouvrl werssnagl, the sejorlitv of whou unve
ZL wonthe owercorp of t1lch LD ~onbas 1 omerriloml semerd gervices
00 Brt nlrelor: flam Deon Uorerby sipen lap 1242, lorile = ip=1islg
dezezecins eflicieney dllep home af o veals avmept the wrov-ertiol
1' L orira couﬂlrﬂ Tith mmers of for el riker them oeoln ord msveornt.
21 nd rolle? Av Vo v ob rnd no hone in bae fatore, the conlitdon brs
2370 ﬂLaae. Yih khoto T dpon, Drzeuore 1007
Ba ¢ m2 wnirnl-Bl- pamd Licorufeile, Lol faors B om the ruceras op
sener of -ulich oo - BLISerenze. it tle cr3ard rpimtersroo en
Le #eol-crt g the Saucdrop ie . Poot, T osollues to oeeplr 2o then
reouli dn crother £ oot, Toe 29dlouc rﬂy‘ fFe,s:? Jron re oo efliclent
Tisutin: sre-ri--tion. (-,.t‘d. s uﬂtm_n.t\\_: ! “( Y, Fwaerr 1000
'-wn‘”»- - wm e e F -
I Y .\\ W
CAnT CECHRITY B R s
SEDHRITY RORmeTICY

'THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

=k




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
|
saaan — _ q,' HGE

\ -
o )‘u ",-\

s,

Frphy 181

TEe omuugcet ¥y omorele v ol A ocedls 0 comoern b oundt mociclld
wergomrsl, In < Joitior o W mbrw oooTte, 1957 LA R urceong i
ecozird - Lwniern o7 e nrollew.e In Joveueer 1007 perort:r fromorll odvne

Tt e drong (Foermd thoor ot Bl Tooil Ll-kter Ciowe, rod the TEGER snd

. PASER B3 rdreat drowrg) rrt onomersir o cervice undds were oolleztel rpoian
ever—1Ll ctudy or Sdi-ue Topr Ferdowrptery WVOUN,  Trewr ponoeuy villhowd
e

i

emaeetlon e-abs clred the 1o morr le 0f < woned Lo nerssancl. Tro

-

glter vlen 47 coorcudr |, te e tores aaeils Toae Tor 137, L000 the Tled lrvace

A

1t hish L trd the tothe

rog, Tor ewernole, e v o remord ¢ oplitodw G uord
wWALoke of the ron kol rioekod 2 lov eBbe Thir B Loen -ocor A bed, occond-
i | to tus TLlirbt suryeon, Yy tronierl relmg cnd dondor tarern woandly

over 10¢Q thich regulted inm 3 zeibads wné locs o -v-2tlte,? fud on droreosel
plelr el Ehe Z31 WE cup con of thr "Dtk Scucdron verarbod thot bhe sooabe 1
rititude of the ~eef Lrdisplir ofMeho cewm ln the enwr oyt 1 ¢ ope of 'iltyn
Jefeceian,” Lhrt thie Qoelln~ v 2L firet chorceteristic oaly of tke older

onoia Bl cew drom, Wit thed the olicr cen no-m Teontrain ied the ird. of

the Lov qerlvele wntll edflelency of the o nen e leres then thet o0 the

h

olde®  Inli wovori ctnmeludel LAitL the o cormdmed VCeo rercan-at efiest o
e ce ctoadltione on fle rdol of Lo - em corerrn~l re cire B9 e ecen, AR

—ith th. , oune o0 woue mreernt Lo idess they have ismlented in their minds
nov foe mioct Lilely v opelcdn tith then thxouwchond vkiedlr MTe, cnl tkag ¢ Flect

. thelr fubare ~BIliter to vorlz, thinr rad oL ~lone -2tk vednle in werceotire. . .

»

e Il 0of thrm rre raleessa B9 £ ng Terrelz mobe?, Veers 1o1led, elca, ond
Za
no one sgecme 30 e el o et oloae vLih thon lon rnw T we?

i %!-l i

s ok ma e meim ma w————— o nma PR

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. L .
-‘i&‘vu—: N 2;—.1{; v\\'\}\ w W@I',. ﬂ g . 1;‘:,2

Car of the “grnc fiion %0 eon® t wint s reallls Geoondn t < rericus

el tion tre b0 fm2ilitote furloushs and L-ewor Lo She ccdrl-né. &y tie

vod of 1847 tha Liv Ipswewort Cooond ren o forry errvies exelusively for
£ir ever. rorronm <l deon Fort loreshs to Lrinewe CoT-t erete vora iven

570 ver's dn Syoxers for o gk orlw sonths csrviecs In e Fulrer s Creg in

She bt Wroon O rricr wAcs 1s0 B d e cupristont Lecve nelicr of etven

care An Srdney evare three —onthe, Groand oretie ot rervies morgou-cl in
e G'J.inea", nivever, vore Lege voll olf,  Tatometic 1lr dke - crpe ~rtitlea to
Aobco= et Louve for evw ey clx monthe of rervilee, batb ootw dl; ther 1106 not
got lervae wnleoge tren vovtcrtion v oo orv Llewde, i Wb v 10 imeerds Ll
ab lewwit 10 =ontha tefore thur enlitted mon roecived Turlowsin. EBr Jocerben,

leewe shing fron lort Lorocuys o Fvdnry teore wravl)~4, Tat there 1+re unorr

sontrol of UZLGGL rmd tle plir Torce tve ~1loccd anlr a ' ir masta of eomeoe,d
Lorcover, thurc "+s Lo intde-tlor of hn the enlicted =»u e to ot oo

5
Bhe noriin conet of et Cuires o Tool orecbva

Wishin the L94h ITroop O rrier niog, rad thic vec cTob Bly net wnusuel,

The Turlow-a rituctlon)'rceoriins to ike unit hirtoer~, 105 Yiraly Sw-fu,M

Trow drrchoun$il 14 e 1043 ¢33 leswen ond farloutds vese tirzontinued, Tor

- wa Y

SIGT Lero Mow T3, O ted B Urrch AT, Cn 13 07y, ver MDD teno 2. TV,

rover=& v lesver cnd Jurlewhe to Lristrze verc - ushoriae”, 1alls the fopmer

walley of 10 Jey 30 of lselrg contimaed e 2o oliren tlws ehoicc, O O Jaiaiss

-

197, mer oLF I uletion FO-FL npc SOV Demo o, 112, iy monihs oortisuoms
aaty dn L fairnes coco ¢ oreemdlrewcnt Jor P-Sor leoeves Sie newt clomor

erac on Fo woveruer, 1ilth e wablicr ficn of ULLID L X wletion Yo, 1-id,

II|3 {5
:i"-.:

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

B I

Br ite wroviciong, 1r wi~ ras fardou i Tor fifteen {(18) dmye vere suti-
orined ror veorsorrel vlth sin montie! eontipuonr fwiy ruvvhers in the Shra,
qpd lecve -xeeo catbori-ced ipelulco Seistone, Svinmer, ~nd -2llovrne for liew

wulres treaones OV Uese FBeC), &t~ 16 Jepw rr 1831, further stivud: Lod
e
L

thrt #ll woael merronrel v0ils L1 vel e Leber cireet w0 Sydneoy.’

It i ot cntirelw elevr hy rAacnd * .o dowe withln the g Froms £0 come
Bt the feolir., of dlrzcombenbs 4 reoard Br she Oner-tlons Jnalwslis leztion
inticoted thet rore 021d have Tren cone by offizeze in nl-ber echelons in
tas vex ol the ro-pdin: of bodoes, letters of eoorwe-lion, ond vieite o0

i
ooty unit, . Yhere voor oo urmismwant rwiore otout Hfr e g nirp=c

.1
in

valzh o te reler trive to Smctralis 4o trin ook luwsuries for Ygoo—ur-selt
where 1y no enp-tlonm, on fhe other heng, thrt coracct ofTorts vexe wris 0
immrave the olley or Le~vwrg pnd oF ratotion batieen tre throter ond fhe
United St7troe  In Senborver, both Generrl Lileon rnd “eppr-sl wenrpey 3 rofe to

~

Gencr-1 1 elrthor argineg on drmroved sostenm 0of crontin- le-vers  Toey ~ue psted
that senm cervin: ln the tromicr rhouwldd e wrxted tro monthr of lrive o Finp,
ne tert tv- iy Torce ehonld be 2llotied a 2D wer cent Sversirenath o re-
ulogs the mon on levve, Feozirthur 638 pot monly to theor commme.ortione until
Loveniers Iiem, in nde ewlorrencnte €0 bac L-osic comamicetions, oLltloush he
exureceac rresront in nriroinle with the viers syrres:ve by Hennev cunf wilgon,
e sointed out thet the <hort ve Both nf verenpel cnd shin in -+ vouls nmrevent
sepuirin: rpyv overctrens t in wnitss noipver, Lk cdrthor v 1 Ule ot orerord
thrt four shine ere bein “urnished t9 tr-nrodrt cersinnel Trom Mraomicsl

s,ﬂ
Lom 1"«‘1 SRR t:) .&"‘: L inl‘ nf:."

SECURTY R ORaTI0

-‘1p$—

‘THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
!llIIIIlllllllllllllllllllIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllIlIlllllllllllllllllllllllllll

COVEIDETL
iieat L 184

.“tf,‘f‘,ﬁ‘wl./ }

%

Coprerl Lorpey remes todly ar w3 Sie rel Blickrent of o rercon ble
rotrtlon wolicy For -rournr creve rnd eervice moreornel. Hir cxowetions
recelved srrmothotlce eooneller tion Frow woth Gerert 1 xrold and Jeponl
2opsildly Vrrencll LiTed denoerts raom o ctiom of reintedininge rn oover-trencth
. to revl-ce tired —ercor-el, rlthotsh he ervyrentls wreferee! satr bllching s
rogede »oronthls revl cerent v te.  Jhe inberest ip the wrobler at Hes'eurrters
e ptirmlated L. ¢ cesareofw I00m Freoslfont Rooceveld thich resaezted thrt

™

officers. rnd on in tronlizsnl co-ends vith

r"
<3
-i

Hfaprtlne cunsddescbion o odven

the thow bt thb 1 e ree’s £ mors (r7inits rohodnle in relievin : unite frow

thoer coukot txe~y “here there ¢ been ~uszh 71 atlr ) end wkere ~<L.rie ond
£0

othier dlerr ror ~re verions frotors,’ .

Ar o+ oreraly of the freosidionitts memdrrndw, vrriods ctiemnbr vere woue

Cardy - Yetoter ond Loweu r o elowrify tre irpcues involyved, 23in 11y on 8

~ -

Yeorruer the Joipt Thief: of Jio9f pomreoved & vrovos 1l m de oo Oereral (o

i"‘

A1l Tour fawe wefors s hich mrovided Tor Yihe rot ticn of wroun. w-reontel

in ghe BWFA, T04, rnd OsI 52 the evbont of 1 eopr eent ver womth o the totsl
41
feployient in eagh threter, Jetrlls $5 be 1ot $0 tie thertesr con s nlfer.

Cn 78 Tregrisr bhe intercsted thestpr: top inforua~] of this pew nolicy rod

Pl

»

10ld thrt the Mest renlocoz~nt ~cr.onrel mali 5o 3w~ & Frow ohe Unlted

Artes Ly Jepelx 187, T s Lrder rizielon, W ocew crirBlished a0t the ¢ 08i

tlonel meredurel vere to b obb fned b revisin, vwevcpd dle 1244 Lpner lroom
@ 2

Zegke b 72,000 sen of ot AF nodld rocelive 11,000,

Cn % Jomurry 1274 Feporr 1 U2 o rtiur . nnounced the rot~tion molisy to

saeoriin te echeloas o7 hir eorr wls  Gfficers, worrrrt ofTleers, nurser, “od
e
- ;" : 1‘.._,.__.—""/‘ .
l/',L-‘/ - ’

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
_

COCFIDD T
- " im——— 195

ALILE-L1E

enligted von who brd rervod Trithfully io the Boulls et Inoifiz Tor at

lesot 18 mombhn tore t0 be relecled Tor returp o the Unitec St-tes, In
cheasing srom those eliwilble, mreofeoreras 1or t9 be rdiven to renm with ¢ 4
ler ot rix sopthe! cervice in iel-ndn norih of Suoatrcli~ or in cert-in isolnted

. arceg of the rolnlond nnd to those vhore whreicsd sac nentrl sendistion indi-
23

crtel the grectrit ur-eney of returr. “uotar rore reteblicked ~g5 follovs:

ifrrch Anril iiny
0 iU I 0 N sl 0 X =i
&th Arny 71 1,322 &0 1,448 3% 1,580
Hhh AT 45 784 Bl ) GBI 33 g5
Usssls 101 27 963 11z w1 1,00 e 24 1,508

ALY 34 Qoraned 1S g6 b2d 76l Ht: 393

Althoach the runt g mormitierd uncer the nev nolicr ters soell vhen

eoupared with the mor: $hem 75,000 mon in the D ifbh Air Leree, cny rnacunce-

Lozt of molicy would keve Leen urreted with cuthaslasn Ly honeglex wersoorel,
Tae uith Trooo Orrrier . ins, »1thoungh re~licin~ thrt thelr euwot. 27 one
officer vne three enlisted asn ter month vre sxnll, neverthelece felt thnt
~round 2 beon broben. In other cow Gronms "oprle ram sTv high,” the morne
ing elelr ¢r1l decrerged, nné the f-ount of worron el in slit trermches during
£t
rlr rodog lrorenseds” Shortl; cftor the Tirrt deelglon on rotation, tho
metber veor Glscue red Tarther vith Soner L Memney, vho vie ln oo shin tum sorly
in Jonw . ¢~ rornlt of tasyr digearelone, 1t s0g re2lfed to mmavrnt the
. 1 mer eenb rot-Licn wied- Uy sending 0,000 ronl scverts to the Souttroest
Feelfle om o mop~for-non exekiase vith tn erunl purker of . 2in—oub zermhers of
43
the pround echielons of coxb ¢ unites

dacthor troble - Lich 10 ¢ merhowe paver a~tisf eboril— srlve? within

the IITEE air Torce v o thot of sn_efficient afeiaiqterTvlon. Lar clnrmcter
Y \‘\l\«‘ N
‘1*‘1\\\“‘\\“”\ Vi T

o
! ‘!“I!,

e o mn e .J._LLMJ. ALl R .

THIS PAGE Deciassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

LATI-16 o ) DT 196

af tko therter, tith ite proat Cistrnoes, high ~dunts ing, Todr oo rrarciens

L

tiomg, ~nd tranienl jungle eountyv, rode irmowncidle o cloorly 'mit op, mnirhe

f£iom. Tar-e fontars ip fnet geriiod 0 Jdemont rnm o sly force v 1ba oy mernrele

i

nor Qo prepi=-thic 7160 Adr Toros v Trickenc, SOV nd the V Donerr end V

D ater Jorenie ot Fort loreguy, the Firct Alr Toe't Torce <% Ddhodux:, the

- -2

Cecons Alr Togln SMoree st Uodocdh, opd bre Uhdrd Lir Tesh D

o
H
[¢]
2]

Wh o, ru

oll as $mc v rious subdivisions of the r~rvice cov-~nld., Guchr ¢ lorge mas-

Ler of Wrmdrunrtere repuired £ Irroo wlwor of velletr inold rnd efficicnt

(=]

nersonnel, Unfoiturstel;r, socordlinz $o onp rendrt, ¥the ey olficcrr of the

-

cir gtaffc are Tv. rol the experiepce love-i Grdos 27F sheynly Lelar thenm.

wnie eorality iy oiazir carrring it bull of the lord conbtiiudiusly o o o o
<6

snould ny of thon erre: there vy no un’reretaiice t2 reonlace them.Ys

Genrool Mocaoy s as olonnir~ in Jeamary 1344 $o0 ipcrer re th+  6-lndstre-

tive oroblom ovon moTcs  The w0T Tow réarnt ob e 5 bilwe re olaonioyg 9 brass

wn the Tolrdeeath ALy Force, sgive word of 1t to the Ceabwl Frcifle, ' ud bhe
rouoinder b0 bhe Jtwtkr culy nomnoy rroacd fhe 5 he hould recelivs the fubire
rir fores oo oounit, ne ewwrently eonvinesd Ceonor-l .ernol’ of the trlsdow

of thise. iorcotsr, ewaey oded fovored e e LlisWing suotlee rir fores, ihe
Sizteenti, ia the Trrvip cren to enw Lol inltiolly of e TuOt™ Domorroxsnt
Groam sm] akveellsneaas osuesrs isen maise. Sueh oo eoaz-mbion vee boeed on

tie belliaf shet fher 12110 Te r dyrewrnioar [ler ol sdir uniis to bhe EFroifle

Foldlavir ot felert oF Gorvmr, ard fbet it vould e nore ofivebive §3 ~xe
7

Lo

prd Bhree ~ir forees tloa Just the oud.

Tho erwhoole do the Jifth fdr Zoxee fros bhe sopoinndne Eed goen ot umon

rfficient rdé-lalctr {im, ub wion eifoztl ve orer Bloare Ihr covrmdore

"
I ) VL et e J—-—-....___‘_,,..—

,‘__,-'/"'"\-"’—'

L N

| ! ”373 i?“?' !Ir'\.i',"f-'.1

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

-
v

£y

[




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
ﬂ

\\ '\;1\_ ‘\\ - B—

%

- e R AL 197
AAFREE~16 ..:»" .,--{.“ZM 3 Lr___d.-r-

obviously disliked the thought of red tape and liked to talk about getiing
on with the war, General Kenney once wrote to the editor of the Army and
Navy Journal apolegizing for net having produced an article for publication,
He explained that his staff, occupied in the jungles of New Guinea, had been
. unable to prepare the article, and, he added, "in a way this is somewhat
typical of the Fifth Air Porce in that we are always working toward the
future and scarcely looking at the past.."ha
Althcugh better administration would undoubtedly have improved effi-
ciency of operations, there is little doubt that the Fifth Air Force had
enjoyed more than a year of almost continuous success, General Kemney's
clalms of an oubstanding record for his command were partially corroborated
in & study by &AF Statistical Control in December 1943. This study pointed
out that with 16 per cent of the combab planes in all war theaters, the
Fifth Air Force had destroyed 27 per cent of all enemy planes claimed, that
in the Southwest Pacific AAF planes had destroyed 7.7 enemy planes to a
loss of one of their own, and that in ail other theaters the ratio was
347 to 1. fn officer from General Marshall's staff touring the Southwest

Pacific at the time of the Rabaul strikes of October 1943 was impressed

with the "apporeatly effortless manner and rapidity with which the very

limited staffs of the Advanced Air Echelons are able to orient and control
such a maximum concentration of their totaJ.Astriking force,* He found

. that "the primary reason for the extraordinary effectiveness of this Air
rorce! was its “surprising flexibility.!" He explained that approval eof a
Feneral air plan by Generals MacArthur and Kemney was followed by "complete

decentralization of detalled plan and executlm ," mtm final coordination

( *.,""_
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accomolished at one short personzl coniwrence batueen task forece commanders
and JTWCL. OGeneral lcesrthur was convinced of the effectiveness of the
£11ied 3ir forees. In January 1943, he had describeq his strategy as "based
upon thke fundamenbal nscessity ror the progressive advance of airflelds in
order to provide landbised alr protection for naval movements, both tactical
and loristiczl, and to bring hesvy eno wediue bodsers in forece with fighter
cover over the objcctive."hg 4 yesr lster vhen uirivina, voodlark, Nassau
Bay, Tsili ¥sili, Lae, Salamsus, hudzob, finschhafen, Gusap, Cape Gloucester,
and Szidor had been occuvied by followine this stratepy, Nacirthur cabled
Genepral frnold a confirmstion of his earlier views: ''The .ir Foree here

50
has been napriificent ano is the wery hub of our success,®
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ALF MG
LDYCH
AFLER
AFDIA
AFRAL
AFADB
AFRTH
AR30

AGF

Ajﬁ

Com,

COMATRZOLS

COTHCH

c/3

DAT

FLTF

GH™

IOFRE

IcR

IFF

Isum

JC3

L:B

1CY

3T

NoIE®

NCR

WaX

MR

QLR

Ornse. Instrs.

RALF

RAZLTF
ATF

Sr"‘

SUTA

TATF

TC

USAFFE

USASQS

GLOSSARY

2AF Materiel Coxmand

Ldvanced EZchelon, Fifth Air Force
AC/AS, Plans

Hateriel ldvision, ¥M&D
fllocations Br,., OC%R
EBombardment Br., OC4&R

Theater Br., 0%

Air Force Service Jommand

Lrwy CGround Forees

fustralian Hational Alrways
Naval high-speed transport
American Red Cross

Lir 3ervice Area Command

Adr Service Command, Pattercon Field, Chio
Lirborne sea-search radar

Ciiief Ineineer

Cozmunications

Lir Command, Jolomons

Comuander in Chief

Chief of Staif

Directorate of Air Transport
First Air Task Force

General Headouarters

Individual Combat Fighter Heport
Individual Combat Heport
Identification friend or foe
Inteiligence Suumary

Joint Chiers of 3taifl
Low-altitude bombardment
Landing craft infanbry

TLanding ship tonk

Narrative Combat Mission deport
Rarrative Conbat Report

Jetherlands East Indies

Harrative fission Heport

Cperations, Commitments, & Keguirements
Operations Instructions

Royal hustralian Air Forces

Royal Hew Zealand Air Forge

Secend Alr Task Force

Service Group

Southwest Pacific

Third Air Tasgk Force

Troop Carrier

Uy S Aruy Joreces in the Far Dast
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L9, CU-IN-8690 (14 ¥ay 43), Brisbane to CG AAF, #A-858, 14 Way L3; CM-
QUT-7620 (18 May 43), AFRD2 smd Arnold for Kenney, #3346, 13 May 43;
CM~IN-16567 (26 May 43), Brisbane to WAR, #:-95k, 25 May 433 CH-CUT-
11917 (22 Way L3), ALF YC to CINC SiFA, #4195, 27 May 43; C'-IN-20132
(31 Vay 43), Brisbane to 03 8AF, #A-992, 31 May 43; CH-OUT-983 (3 June
43), Arnold to Kemmey, #4377, 2 June 433 C'~IN-3219 (5 June 43), Bris-
bane to (3 2AF, /A-1027, 5 Juns 43; C'=-0UT-4265 (10 July L3), Arncld
to CINC SUPA, %5611, 9 July 433 CM~IN=9755 (1L July 43), Keney to CG
. LAF, #1280, 1k July 43.

hAFRH-16, Notes, Chap. IL 210

50, Fora 3k, 634 3q., 10-16 Oct. 433 C'=IN-16807 (28 Oct. 43), Brisbane to
WAR, #4-2072, 28 Oct. 43; Report to GG 10th AF by Brig. Gen. Donald
Wilson, C/S 5th 3F, [Feb.] 443 1tr., Hg 5th AF to Dir., Alreraft Radio
Lab,, Materiel Comd,, irigat Field, 15 Feb, 44, in A-2 Library.

5l 2d Cpns. Anal. 3ec,, 5th AF, "Low Altitude Blind Bembing by Radar.”

52, CQL=IN-7505 (12 Jane 43), Bridbane to wAR, #A-66, 12 Jan., 43. During
the period from 1 October to 3L December, PoY's made almost an egually
goud record, carrying oub 177 sorties of which 87 per cent were completed,
waking 75 contacts and 50 attacks, scoring 21 hits and 15 near misses,
and claiming & warships sunk or dagazed and 80,700 tons of wmerchant
shipping sunk or daxzaged. Of the incoxplete sorties, 12 were due to
radar failure, 5 to the weather, 2 to mechanical trouble, and 4 to
other reasons, Wemo to the CG by Col. Harry F. Cunningham, AC/AS £=2,
Ha LDVON, 6 Jan, ki, in A=2 Library.

53, Ltr., Col. J. T, Murtha, Jr., to Col, M. E, Cross, Regquirements Div.,
OC&R, 2L June 43, in AAG 312.1B, Classes of Correspondence; ltr., Keaney
to MNaje. Gen, G, E. Stratemeyer, 15 July 43, in ALAG 312,10, Operations
Letters; ltrs., Kenney to Arnold, 228 July 43, Giles to Kenney, 27 Aug,
43, and Arnold to Kenney, 31 Aug, 43, in same file,

54, Lbr., Kepney to Arnold, 29 Cct. L3, in ARG 312.1L, Operations Lebters.

5. FKenney also made the following assertion: "It was rather significant
that a couple of wesks after we dropped z few tons of bonbs on Sourabaya
and Balikpapan the Japs were short of aviation fuel at all their fields
from Ambon to Vewak and even &t Palaw and Truk. The refineries at
Sourabaya and Balikpapan together handle oniy about one fifth of the
total cutput of refined oil coming out of the Netherlands Hast Indies
but they are the only ones I can reach with the Be2hL and three thousand

. pounds of bomos is the maxismun load the B.24 can carry that far." ILopid.
56. Ibid.
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13,

15.

16.

i7.

18,

19,

20,
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(Contd.) Te thrashed it out in weekly pilot meetings together with
other technical and tactical problems. We have it licked now,
Beily tank release hed ugs buffalced for o whiles » . o Filots are
bepirning to cur. bion the scrambling of P-47's. Iv takes so long
to elink that they repard the mission as futilel”

CHIl-17731 {29 Nov. 43), Brisbane to VAR, #A~2332, 22 Hove £33
Q'=IN-6177 (9 Feb. LbL), Brisbane to WAR, 7A=-305, ¥ Feb. 44. Actually
the peak during this pericd wes resched in Decerber when a total of
7,065 tons was dropped. (CU-IN-AT754 (¢ Jan, hk4), Brisbene to VAR,
#A=L2, T Jan, Li.) These iigures are certainly indicative of the
soale of effort of the Firfth Air Force and are official, They should
be used with seme caution. The Uperations Analysts of the Fifth Air
Force maae a sbtudy of bombing opercilcns in the southwest FPacific,
and apparently used fizures on sorbies which in sore particulsrs

were quite different. "Striking Power of the Fifth Alr Force."

Heport of [dzlson Officer, SVPA, SCUPAC, and Central Paciilic Areas,
19 Febo MI—; iI!. ALG 319.-1-, Bulkc

Memo to the CG by Col. Harry F. Cuaningham, AC/AS A=, ADVCI, 6 Jan.
1944, and hkeport, "Black Cab Cperatiuns by Task Foree 73 in the
Bismarck Sea during Jamary 1944," L Feb. L&, both incls. in K=-5390L,

U, 8. Faeific Fleet, Jouth Pacific Force, "The Air Assault on Habaul,
17 Dece 1943-19 kebe 1944," in A-2 Lib,, E~535004.

AGF Board feport, SUPA, #19, 17 Feb. 44, in Upns. Br., AGC (1627)
A=2.19/bke

67th TC Sq. history.

The fellowing were a number of complaints leveled against some of
the alrerart warning units in "Analysis of Eneny Raids," memo report
by Maj. Harold L. Cadwaliader, 2d Opas. Asnal. Sec. 5th AF, 2 May 44
In most cases individual radsr stations did a good job, Outstanding
Job wae dene by SCR 602's in the Hamu Valley above Gusap. Some of
the 50H 270!'s gave pood resultsy others were below par, probably
becuuse of poor maintenance and operations. Hadio filtering was
fair; information was cften presented, bub alerts somebimes called
late even when a raid had been on the board for some time. EBarly
warninc wo: weaske Thic was to be expected from forward sub-sectors
becanse of the limitaticns of the radar sets. Cross telling between
sectors waews poory one sector did not seem to appreciate that the
information of immediate importance to it might be the early warning
that an adjacent seclor should have had; as a result there was point
- - . (Contd.)
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(Contd.} defense in each sector with very little early warninge
Some radar stzbions were sited as individual units with little
consideration given to an overall air defense system. One organiza-
ticon at Finschhafen had plenty of radar eguipment, but operated
very poorly against ralds analyzed; six radar units were located

on the tip or the Huon Peninsula in an ares 12 miles by 2 miles;
these units rave coverage to the soubh and east, but are screened
by mountains to the north and west; most of the raids on Finschhafen
carwe from the north or northeast. Radar units made no effort to
estimate height or number of aireraft; pick-up heights ceould have
been estimated at all stctions even from simple calibration on single
planes; number of aireraft can be determined ouite accurately if the
radar operators had been trained to interpret pips."

I would like to point out that the AA situation is still a
mess and is no nearer sclution than it was in July and August,

Gencral Marguart indicates that the allocalion of anti~aircraft
directly to rorces will be issued shortly, but tidls has been promised
for some time,

"L recently discussed with General ¥arguart the antieaireraft
requirements for Sixth Army Cperations., The situation here is one
of considerable confusion and I do not see how matters can be improved
until ail polities are eliminated from antiaireraft. In the occupation
of tane Fariham Valley there was no difficulty. This can be explained
by the fact that anti-aireraft units for aipdrome defense were allotted
to the Lir Force and the Air Force installed these units as fast as
sirdremes were obtained. Tne Seventh Division had its own anti-airerszit
which assisted in airdrome detense and there was never any competition
between the two. TIn the case of the Sixth Army all antimaircraft is
allotted to the Army and the airdrome anti-aircraft can be initially
employed in beach head defense. The 3ixth Army has no 50 czliber
machine fun batteries and the Air Force may have to furnish these on
call to the Sixth Army at an unknown time. There is no apperent
reason why the antimaircraft airdrome defense for Dexterity operation
cannol now be allocated to the Air Force, placed in a priority of
arrival, installed by the airdromes when captured,

"There is very little we can do about this until the Air Force
has an Anti-aireraft Officer and is given sufficient antiaircraft
units for the airdroune defense reaguired," Check Sheet, A=3 to G/S,

22 Oct. 43, in AFSHO 7244.37.

Fora 34's, 7lst, LOSth, 8224, 823d Sas,., 3L Ccteb Nov. 43.
CU-OUT-1102 (3 Dec. 43), OG AAF to CINC SWFA, #1303, 3 Dec. 43; msg.,
Kenney to COMADVCN 5, #XA=12072, 4 Dec. 43, in AFSHO 720L-L0s CMeIN-

3653 (6 Dec. 43), Rear Schelon GH2 to WAR, 7C-8582, 6 Dec. 433 RSH,
4C/AS Persomnmel to C/4S, 1l Des, 42, in A4G-337d ,- onferences,
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34e (Contd.) filthy. %hy not blame the coomanding officer one asks.
Ho, in the opinion of this writer the medics are to blame., It is
their job, and they don't care much., Every sore is painted with
ring-worn curei and every bellyache is either identified as appen-
dieitis or banana oil,
"Health is of primary imporiance over here, EHvery man wants
o go back healthy, and every man is afraid of certain ailments,
. cormon to the jungle. Lectures by medical persoanel so far in the
squadron have amounted {o perhaps i{wo hours all told, and of these
two hours, most of the time was spent in kidding, and repeating the
old businees about Anna Pholes, the !'skecter whose rear sticks up
in the air.'! There is an incidence of jungle sores of the legs and
feet, and athiete's foot, yet little or nothing has been done to
find the csuse and to rectify it." 7T0ch IC So. history.

35« Medical History of the Fifth Air Force for 1943, in AFSHO 7709-10.
Furloughs to Camp leckay sere easier to peu, but frequently enlisted
men would pass up this cnance because they feld entitled to a Sydney
furlougn. As s resull, many more months went by before these men
received the leave, Form 34, 403d Bomb. S0., 26 Dece 43~L Jane bhe

3be 5hth TC Wing history.

37. Lt. Col. Lobert C. Vernreuter, 2d Opns. Anal. Sec., 5th AF, 8 hay 4k,
"Increasing sorale Through Awards ana Sadges."

38. bnough returning officers have mentioned these "rumors" to give them
sore grounding in fact. It shouid alse be noted, of courss, that
there are instances of other commanding officers using inflvence and
skill in getiing the very best possibie foud i resrection equipnent
for their wen,

39 lst ind., (ltr., #ilson to CG USAFFE, 17 Seps 43), Lts Col, J. ¥
Doanell, by command of Geaeral MacArbhur, to CG 5th AF, 19 Nov, 43,
and lst ind, (ltr., Kennsy to CC USAFFE, 25 Sep. 43), Hq USAFFL to
CG 5th AF, 19 Bov, 43, in AFSHD 7244-35.

40+ I'enio for General Araold by GG LT arshalll, 25 Oct. 43, in SAS 370.2,
So Pac.; memo for the S/4i, ebe., by "Roosevelt," 20 Sep. b3, in
ALG 320,2E, Rotation of Personnel,

@ Kl. JC3 595 and 595/1.
42, R&R, LC/L3 Plans to G/AS, 25 Jan, Lk, in ALG 320,28, Rotation of

Persommel; C.-CUT-9493 (24 Dec. 43), OFD to CINC SWPA, #2185, 21 Dec,
k35 CY~QUT-1C637 (29 Dec, 43), OPD to CINC §WP4, #2309, 29 Dec. 43.
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v
e o e

4_..._’:%,} Sy .

43, Ltr,, Hg USAFFL to CG Sixth irmy, CG 5th .F, etc., 3 Jan, 44, in
54tk TC ling history,.

L. Form 3k, 5th 4F, Jen. AL3 Sth Ftr. Control 5q., 35th Fer. Gp., 80th
Ftr. Sq., 4lst for. S¢., 4324 Ftr. Sqg., and 54th TC Uing histories.

. 45, COMCUT-9349 (? Jan, 4L}, GFD to CINC SUPA, #3391, 22 Jan. 4k.

46, CH-TN-E542 {14 Qct, 43), Erisbane to i.4E (Ritchie for eneral
Yarshall signed Macirthur), #0-6676, i Cct. 43,

47, TD-TC=125 (7 Jan, 44), teletype conference between Kenney and Suther-
land, 7 Jan, Li; Cl-CUT-6918 (18 Jan, 44), C2 LiF to CINC S'PA, 18
dJan, bk

48, Itr., fenney to Lelioy Vhitman, 15 Nov, 44, in LFSHO T244-39.

49, CH-IN-457h (10 Jan. L3), Brisbane to \iR, 5C-82, 10 Jan. 43.

50, Cl=-IN=15005 (24 Dec. 43), ..aw. Gehelon GHI to WiR, #CA=118, 23 Dec. 43.
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I OTE

EIBLIOGRAFHICAL LOTZE

This study is based ugon decuments located in repositories at Head-

guarters, AAF, topebher with those sent in by AAF histordians from the
Southwest Pacific theater. The sources available for a narrative of
operations have been steadily improving because of the increased flow

. of material frow the theater, At the time of completion of the text,
however, few borbardment socuadrons had submitted unit histories., Most
of the missing unit histories are now available in the Archives Section
of the Air Historical Uffice and should be used to supplement this
narrative,

The sources used for the planning and policy portions of the history
were also incermplete, Documents in the office of AC/AS-5 gave good cover—
age of the over-all planning at AAF Headguarters, bub other material in
Qperations Division of the War Department Geaeral Staff was nol made
avallable, L considerable amount of material sent in from the theater--
check sheets, operaticns instructions, and correspondence among staff
officers~~provided useful documentation for policy-making in the higher
echelons,

The notes generally give the location of the document eiteds. The
following are the prinecipal collections or repositories used:

L0/t5-2, Air Informition Division, Library Eranch (cited A-2 Library):
Interviews, Intelligence Summaries, and miscellaneons reports.

AC/4S=5 files.

Air Adjutant General:
Mail apd Hecerds Division, Classified Records Section:

Collections of letters, memos, R&R's, ete., cited ALG with decimal,
Messape and Cable Division.

Lir Historical Cffice, Archives Secticn:
Cable messages, unit histories, special studies, and assorted

documents filed with the Fifth Air Force and Far Fast Air Forces
materials,

Office of Statistical Control:
. Gombat Analysis studies, operational and personnel statistics,
inclading Form 34's, now in the Air Historical Office,

The fdjutant General, Operations and Training Dlvision, Operations
Branch:

Hecords of ground units participating in the SHPA campaiense
LU DR T
233
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Aprendix 1 (contd)

Average
On Hand

Gains
From

Losses

Arrivals
From U.S5.

On Hand

Pirst of Nonth

P70

Salvage
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Appendix 2 DR I Rl ettt e ik

LEADIHNG FICGHTER PTIOTS, FIFTH AIR FCHRCH

30 Sep 1943

. ¥nemy Planes
Destroyed

Capt Richard I Bong, 9th Fetr Sg, Sth Fotr GP o o + o » o 16
Uaj Thomas J Iynch, 39th Fgbr Sg, 350h Febr CGp v v « o o & 16
Capt George 5 Vielch, 80th Fgtr Sq, Bth Fgtr Gp o « o o o o 16

1st Lt Kenneth C 3parks, 39th Fgtr Sg, 35th Fgtr Gp . . . 11
Capt Zpnest £ Harris, 8th Fgtr 5q, A9th Fgtr Gp . . . . & 10
iaj Cdward Cragg, 80th Fgbr 3q, 3th FEtr GP v v ¢ o « o « 10
Capt Paul M 3tanch, 39th Fgir Sg, 35th Fatr Gp « « o « o+ &
1st Lt Robert H .hite, Headguarters 49th Fobr Gp & & & o &
lst Lt David i/ Allen, 431st Fgbr Sq, 475th Fetr Gp o + . &
lst Lt John L Jones, 80th Fgtr Sog, €th Fagtr Gp o o + » & &
lst Lt Tnomas B MeGuire Jr, 431st Fgtr 3q, 475th Fgtr Gp o

Capt Daniel T Hoberts Jr, 4324 Fgtr Sg, 475th Fgtr Gp . .

-l =~ =~ =~ ~I O ~0

lst Lt Richard B Saith, 39th Febr Sq, 35th Fgtr Cp o +

-+

# GEL-932 {2 Cct 43), Brisbane to AR JA-1846, 2 Oct 43,
Wmmm;hﬂm:{m’

ST et ! o PR SR e e v
A Ui ud‘éﬁ;\isifﬂﬁiﬁ‘l
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Apopendix 3 _ﬂ&WWM%M ¥’

SERVICH OF QRTUND PERSCIZTEL

T S.Ph AS OF 30 AFRIL 1944"

. Ii.;ntﬁz Honths in the Forward ireas —
Theater Nonme  1-6 7-12  13-17 18-21 2224 25-27 2230 30
1-6 4111 21522
7-12 3053 2873 14310
13-17 643 177 1118 1ac8
18-21 a3 278 666 1834 963
22-24 1200 129 353 421 1033 Al
2527 1025 887 1560 2460 3536 373 78
23-30 196 131 118 71 25h 25 70 3
Gver 30 1 1l 15 18 A 2 1

s+ Ho information was availuble for T66 officers and 9,777 enlisted nen,
feport :#10, "The Fotaticn of Fifth Alr Force Ground Fersonnel," by
Lt. Ool, R, G. Zerarcuter, 2 June 44, S0/,
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Appendix 4 i e
STATISTICHy (i1 SICH CALL,
38TH BOUBANLIENT GROUP (1)°
0 Incidence of sick calls end loss of man-days due to sickness in relation

to length of service overseas of all enlisted personnel not serving on combat
crews, Sick calls which result in sick in quarters or sick in hospital are
not ineluded in columns headed "sick call,™

Yonths

Cverseas 6 to © 15 to 18 Over 18

Unit No.of Sick Sick Sick! Wo. Sick Sick Sick |No. Sick Sick 8ick
Xen Call Ors Hosp|len Call 4rs Hosp |ken Call Jrs [Hosp

Days Deys Lays Days Days Days

Hg 13 13 6 3 3 94 112 7 69

Tlst 57 5 g 33 46 8 3 17 116 96 21 121

Lo5th 55 1 31 43 28 33 3 15 137 144 L 129

g22d 137 12 i0 3, 23 3 66 75 24 9 35

823d 148 21, 22 9L n 1 96 29 17 120

TCOTAL 410 125 71 210 104 48 6 g8 518 L0 88 L4

411 personnel in the foreign service group of more than 18 months left
the U.8. on 31 Jan. 1942, thus having actually 22 months overseas. The group
arrived in Mew Guinea on 25 Oct. 1942, thus having over 13 months' jungle
service. The 1l5-to l8-month group left the U.E. between 1 and 10 Sep. 1942
and arrived in lew Guinea 25 Oct. 1942. The entire 6-to 9-month group left
the U.3. on 15 lay 1943 and arrived in New CGuines 23 June 1943,

# Report by Capt. Zarl ./, Bender, Stat, Control Officer, atbached to
Fora 34, 4 Dec hi.

. BERIADE Tl
ik h‘ﬁ:ﬂﬁi‘;mj l(‘ .
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Appendix 5 P iR
LTRPLALG AND SJGLNS TIME, STH FPIGMTER GRCOUP
NOVELBIR-DECHBIER 1943
Hovember 35th Sq 36th Sq 80th Sq

Avg number of planes assigned per day 25 26450 20
hvg number of planes in cemmission per

day 23 23 16
Fercentage of planes in commission 92 a7 80
Total flying hours for Hovenber 11'73.55 138,15 Go7.10
Lvg hours per plane per day Le34 1.48 1,31
Avg hours per plane per month 47,09 54,15 45421
Number of engine changes 5400
Ave hours flown between engine changes 239,09

December

Avg number of planes assigned per day 25.09 16.87 2342
Avg number of planes in commigsion per

day 23.51 16.06 23.51
FPercentage of planes in commission 93,67 95.19 TheliO
Total flying hours for lovember 1548,56 765,20 1286.38
Lvg hours per plane per day 2.07 L.30 2.23
Lvg hours per plane per month 65,50 LT.48 Thelb
thwwber of engine changes 3 5
Avg hours flown betwesen engsine changes 181.38 29321

% &th Fighter Group history.

W% ey .—m‘ -, (—‘* -: “_ — g
. i\“??‘?‘\"& CoRURTY WFORRIAL {0
S it
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Lppendix 6

o Unit
Bn Hg

Go &
Co Hg

st Report Flat
2d EReport Plat

3d Report Plat

4th Report Plat

20th Report Plat
Flot Flat A

co’l‘"

-

Co Hg

5th Heport Flat
6th Report Flat
7th Report Plat

Flot Plat B

Co

Co Hg

gth Report Plat
9th Report Plat
19th Report Flat
Flot Fiat C

‘..' Co L
Co Ha

11th Eeport Plat
12th Report Plat
13th fieport Flat
Flot Flat D

1
3 5651311’ %‘cr&f‘b werning Battalion history.

ENIADIEN

”'““‘:Clm J:i

W

ICCATICH COF ALRC&FT WAILILUG

43 OF 31 JANULRY 19447

Station

Yoresbhy

Bobodara
Oro Hay
Tufi
licLaren H
Qro Bay
Gloucezther
Dobodura
Dobodura

Goodencugh
Suidor
Goodencugh
Szider
Goodencughn
Saldor
Goodenough
Long Island
Goodenougi
Saidor

Nadzab
Finschhafen
Hadzab
Hopoi
Nadzab

Kiriwina
Firiwina
Ule Isgland
Firiwina
iooddark
Iiriwina

AU I

Date of Arrival

UIITS

251

Date of Departure

10 &pr 43

5 fpr 43
17 Feb 43
17 Feb 43
17 Feb 43
16 bec 43

5 Jan L4
11 Jul 43
22 Jan A3

g lug L3
29 Jan L4
14 Kar 43
29 Jan A4
14 Har 43
29 Jan ki
25 Hov 43
29 Jan L4

8 Lug 43
29 Jan ki

4 Dec L3
le Hov L3
30 Sep 43
29 Sep L3
11 Qet 43

N

Daisibuninnni . i ‘i

Hone

ilone
Hone
Hone
Hone
2 Jan Lb

Hone

18 Jan 44
18 Jan 44
18 Jan 44
18 Jan L&
18 Jan &4

None
Hone
Hene
Hone
None

Hone
Yone
fTone
Hone
30 Jan 44

I FORIATIONR
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Appendix o {coatd)
Unit Station Date of Arrival Date of Departure
Co B
go Ha Oro Bay 7 Dec 43 None
1ith Report Plat Oro Bay 7 Dec L3 HJone
15th Report Flat Oro Eay T dec 43 Hone
16th Heport Flat Oro :Zay 7 Dec 43 tione
. Flot Flat = Gusap 16 Oct 43 Yone
Co F
o Hg Oro Bay 19 Deec 43 2 Jan L
Cape (loucester 5 Jan L
17th Report Plat Cape Lard Hunt 19 June 43 Yone
18th Report Plat ‘orobe 17 sug 43 Hone
19th Aerort Flat Oro Tay 19 Dec 43 2 dan 44
Cape Gloucester 5 Jan A4
Plot Plat F Oro Cay 2 Jan kb
Cape Gloucester 5 Jan L4
Abbreviations:
Plat —= Platoon
Plot «- Plotting
teport -- Reporting
e e wm:ﬁ%‘:%;lw
PR O
TR T A T %Lin
i“!‘ ‘\}LH” i li Lll ]
BRGNS
,
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T TR oy~ - Y
DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL FLYING yFPERIECE OF
FI1OTS LTI T 375TH TRCOP CARKIER GRCUP™
Orgn llo. of lio. with Yo, with No. with Hoe. vith
Pilots less than 200 to 500 to more than
200 Hrs 500 Hrs 800 Hrs 800 Hrs
. 55th Sq 53 0 5 11 27
56th Sq 52 0 0 23 19
S7th 8q L6 0 9 12 25
58th 8q b6 ] 8 16 22
Hg 5 0 0 2 3
Gp TOTAL 182 0 22 &k 96
DESTRIBUTICT CF COMBAT FLYING TXPERIENCE 5
OF PIIOTS 10 THS 375TH TROOP JMHRIGR GHCUP
Orgn Mo, of Mo, with Jo. with Mo, with Jo. with
Pilots less than A0 to 500 to nore than
200 Hrs 500 Hrs 200 Hrs 80 Hrs
55th 89 43 11 32 O 0
56th Sg L2 15 27 C 0
57th &q L6 156 30 0 0
58th Sq Lb 15 31 0] 4]
Ha 5 3 2 0 )
Gp TOTAL igz 60 122 0 v

% lonthly Statistical Heport, in 375th Troop Carrier history.

- - -~
v '

\H\;f,‘\‘“\" SEGURTY DFOR AT
AP

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
e ———

FRE-16 wamsantsi iy VT 254

\,j R '

S g e =N

H—_-_ AP T S o
o
SR, PR, Vet e =

Appaadix 8
ZTTACTS WL LEPICAL REPORTS
OF T 80TH FIGHIZA STUADECH™
. Cverseas and Forward ires Time for Ground Fersonael (February 194h)
Ho, of Personnel Lonths Cverseas Yonths in Forward Areas
7 24, 22-21,
15 24 19-21
3 2k 16-18
i 2, 13-15
131 22-2h 19-21
3 19-21 16-128
5 19-21 13-15
3 16-18 16-18
70 T~ 7-9
1 79 b6
2 A )
2 b5 1-3

Hugber of ground personnel ¢ligible under the rotation policy for
inmediate departure for the United States: 158 (18 months or more overseas),

Incideace of Malaria snd Fever of Unkaown Origin,
hovember 1942-January 1944

Halaria FUO
Nov 42 to Feb 43 74 60
Feb 43 28 28
Yar 42 10
ApT 2 15
tay 6 10
June g a8
July 13 h
Aug 9 11
dep 3 3
. Cct 1 3
Hov 2 3
Dec 3 2
Jan b 0 _2
194 159
{contd)
% 80th Fighter Squadron history Wnta.
RP—"C @fr’h“{“u}l"—‘.‘“:\"

REPHRITY HENEMATIN
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Appendix 2 (contd)

The relatively high incidence of fevers of unknown origin from
Hovenber 1942 to February 1943 is probably due to a2 considerable increase
of molaria, These cases have not been classified as malaria because of
absence of laboratory confirmation.
The inereased incidence of malaria in July and fupust 1943 is
. associated with a temporary duty transfer of 90 men to Goodenough Island.

CURo T
““é‘*"“;ﬂ;ﬂwﬂm

RTEIYE ‘“ ‘“TQ

4 o
oA, .
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ATTEITION AND SCALE OF AFTORT
DULING THOD RABAUL OFFIISIVE”

Date Planes Planes Crews on Hand Planes which Lborts
& on in Present, Absent seb oul
. ba Hand Commn
9th &g
10-16 et 21 p-38 16 32 8 117 26
17-24 2 k¥ 3 34 7 130 25
2L-30 17 15 34 8 56 29
31-56 Tiov 1 i2 32 9 53 0
6-13 15 11 26 11 39 11
39th Sg
10-16 Cet 2L Fa38 15 25 13 70 26
17=24 2L 16 33 6 85 21
24~30 19 16(7) 39 23(?) 69 34
31=6 Hov 18 16(7) 24(?) 14(7) 12 9
6=13 16 10 17 17 3k 16
80th sq
10-16 Cet 25 P=38 21 32 6 59 26
17-23 2 19 34 4 122 27
2L-30 20 7 37 17 120 29
31-5 Hov 19(7 22(72) 15(%) 11k 17
6-13 19(%2) 16 30(% 5(7) &0 5
gth Sq
10-16 Qct 25 P-=40H 18 19 20 203 1
17-24 24 b4 27 15 208 9
2430 2 20 25 17 i72 4
31=b6 Nov 2L 15 28 14 224 2
6=13 28 19 31 il 239
gth Photo S
10=16 Oct Ly Tty L F=5
. L P=38 1 RB=17 18 3 L7 A
17=24 I, F=ly L F=5
2 P=35% 1 B1l7 15 5 2 13
24=30 5 Fely 4L F-5
3 P38 1B-17 22 L 40 18
31=6 Hov 20 7 30 17
6~13 4 F-4 L P=5
2 P38 1 B-l7 29

R | - 3
TR

# These statistics, computed from Form 34, are designed to give scme idea of
scale of effort in relation to the nmumber of aircrart snd crews available
during the Rabaul offensive., .11 of the squadronschosen actively participatedq,

except the 8th, 3L0th, and.4lst Fighter Squadrons which w YA Bly
as exauples of Baadrine ifLoh ot partickiatan) | | P ORARTION

-
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Lppendix 9 (contd) mﬂvﬂw r JM
Date Planes Planes Grews on Hand Planes which Lborts
& on in Present Absent set out
Sg Hand Comin
431st Sg
10-16 Oct 19 p-38 15 28 8 96 30
1721 16 13 28 L 11l 29
25=30 13 11 31 6 43 22
31-6 tov 15 12 30 I 53 30
6-13 14 14 26 7 30 9
432d Sq
10—16 Qct 21 p-38 20 28 7 90 19
17-24 22 21 29 6 11k 26
2430 22 18 30 5 56 16
316 Liov 18 16 27 b 51 28
6=-13 18 16 2L 9 33 4
433d 59
10-16 Qct 26 P=38 19 34 2l o8 25
17-23 25 21 25 10 137 23
24=30 25 20 26 10 62 35
316 Nov 20 18 27 6 52 30
6=13 15 13 22 9 L2 i1
340th So
10-16 Qct 33 P~47 28 35 3 163 15
17=24 30 30 35 3 125 22
R21=30 30 27 3L 5 134 37
31-6 Hov 30 23(7) 35(7?) 5(?) 102 L
6=13 30 23(2) 35(7) L(?) 78 17
hist Sq ;
Tt oe X B3R % 31, 8 158 4
17-24 26 P=39 21 3L 7 229 7
20~30 26 P=-39 2l 36 5 192 6
31=6 lov 21 20(7) 38 L 173 3
&-13 23 19 31 7 198 8
8th Sq
10-16 Qct
16 B=25 15 11 6 39 13
17=-24 16 B=25
1 L-20G 1l 5 9 0
24-30 15 B-25
242006 13 5 21 13
31l-6 Hov 148=20 13
(7) (?) 17 5 10 2
6=13 Transferred and A-20's no missions

f%}%&émwkﬁ%@mm" demk
{\r W ‘)F T nl.'lsl- " |
_1; 1“~ ‘_lai! m\ii i_ {i ﬁ“ i r? ]0"_&
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Appendix § (contd)
Date Planes Flanes Crews on Hand Planes which Lborts
& on in Present Absent seb out
3a Hand Comm
13th g
10-16 Cct 15 B=25 iz 13 3 40 27
. 17-23 15 B-25 1 1L 2 0 0
2430 15 B-25 1k
1 A-20G 1 13 3 25 12
31-6 liov 19 B-25 11
2 A=20 2 14 2 10 2
613 19 B-25 il
2 =20 2 i 2 37 27
90th 59
10-16 Cct 16 B=25 10 13 2 33 21
1724
26=30 1L B-25
2 h=20G 7 6 30 0
31-6 nov 17 B-25 9
2 =20 2 1L 2 9 0
6=13 17 B=25 12
2 A=20 1 15 1 25 1é
Tist 2g
10-16 Cect 16 3-25 15 1 L9 3
17-21 17 B=25 1 4 20 3
230 18 12 2 25 18
31-6 Hov 15 11 16 3 > 19
613 13 10 18 2 29 11
th 83
10~16 Oct 15 B=25 13 17 5 47 3
1724 13 19 2(?) 20 3
2430 12 19 2(?) 9 9
31-6 llov 12 12 20 (?) 27 19
6-13 13 11 18(7) 42) 30 iz
A498th 8g
10-16 Oct 15 B-25 1L 17 4 28 0
. 17=21 15 13 17 4 16 0
2430 15 14 17 b 27 10
31-6 lov 15 13(2) 1%(7) u(7?) 27 9
bH=13 14 13 16 5 18

bR . , .
_ SRy prDRMATION
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Appendix 9 (contd) RBTI—
Date Flznes Flanes Crews on Hand Flanes which Lborts
& on in Fregent A4bsent set out
Sq Hznd Comm
499¢h 59
10=16 Oot 16 B-25 11 1g 3 21 1
17-23 14 11 17 b 9 0
2h=30 16 12 16 5 18 9
31=b ilov 13 11(7?) 11(7) (%) 19 10
613 i 9 15 5 9 L
500th Sg
10=15 Oect 15 B-25 13 13 1 25 3
17-24 12 9 16 1 9 3
2530 10 10 15 2 19 10
316 Hov 10 10 (?) (?7) 18 9
6-13 io g 1L 2 9 0
50Llst ZSa
10-16 Cet 12 B-25 15 19 2 20 1
1724 17 17 16 4 11 0
24-30 17 13 16 4 19 il
31-6 Nov 13 12(?) (%) ?) 18 g
6-13 i2 Nuy 14 5 9 0
£22d Zq
10-16 Cet 20 B-25 11 22 21 3
17=24 20 22 21 2
2430 20 22 34 11
21-6 Nov 20 19 22 38 10
6-13 18 16 20(%) (%) 64, 12
634 59
10-16 Oct 13 B=-17
13 B-24 K 8 6 32 0
17~23 3 B-17 3
i1 B-24 5 11 3 7 0
24-30 1 B-17 1
10 B-24 10 14 1 6 1
31~6 Hov Ho data.
=13 llov o data.
68th Sq
10=16 Oct 14 B2 11 1L 3 26 15
17-23 12 Bw2i
1 B-17 11 5 Ll 5
R4~30 13 B=24 14 5 23 2
31-6 MNov X4 12 15 L 15 O
6=13 14 12 16 3 20 0
wmﬂmw
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Appendix 9 (contd) %;:;fm:@rkg
Date Flanes Flanes {rews on Hand Planes which Ehorts
& on in Progent Abszent set out
Eq Hand Comm
65th 8gq
10-16 COct 13 B-2L iz 12 7 25 12
® i 13 13 5 32 L
2L=30 13 10 8 26 5
316 Nov 14 i3 11 g 13 0
6-13 14 il 12 5 30 10
403d Sa
10-16 Oct 12 B-2L 10 13 3 28 5
17-23 13 B-24
1 B-17 14 2 32 11
24-30 i B-2L 13 6 28 3
316 llov 1 B.l7
14 B-2h 13 1 5 16 2
6~13 Nov 1 B-l17 2]
11 B~2L 7 13 5 42 8
319th Sg
10-16 Oct 15 B-24 11 11 2 20 2
17-23 13 '3 27 10
254-30 13 1y 17 0
31=6 ov 1 13 - 17 3(2) 2 1
7-13 12 11 16(?) 1(7) 3L 10
320th Sqg
10-16 Cct 15 B-24 9 9 5 23 12
17-23 13 13 3 33 13
24-30 10 6 9 22 g
31-6 Hov 13 12 6 2 5
613 13 12 16(7) 2{7) 29 10
3215t Sq
10=16 Oct 15 B-24 8 13 2 23 5
17-23 15 10 3 31 12
2430 15 15 1 21 5
. 316 Hov i 14 15 2 7 i
6=13 11 9 15 1 28 i1
400th Sq
10-16 et 14 B-24 14 16 25 A
17-23 1k 12 4 30 3
2430 10 4 10 6 19 3
31-6 Hov 11 1 5 11 g 1
6-13 13 1l 10 & 27 2
Hdote: Present — available for dutwwM
Absent —- unavailable for dut g
OIS AL —— l: “i ﬂp IATIQ
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Appendix 11
IISCELLALECUS STATISTICS O TRCOP CARAIER ACTIVITIES

I o B
Report on 4ir Evacuabiong-—

From Forward to Between Forward Trom lew Guinea
. Rear Bases in Bazes in Hew Guinea to australia

Hew Cuinea

Us Lustralian U3  Australian Us Australian
Cet 43 518 3,585 iz 659 534 122
Hov 43 417 2,283 U3 & Lus 1,207 509 Sl
Lec 43 595 5421y 248 2,852 761 231
Jan 44 1,201 2,689 593 1,347 1,035 1o

Ton Miles Flown
Sith Troop Larrier dinp—

Jm.y.oocctnoooo. 803,211]:
Aanmast o L 0. 0w 0w e s . 1,588,113
September . . . . . . . . . 1,935,093
OOtObE‘l’ 4 ¢ B B 2 0+ 4 * 2+ = 2,063,390
Hovember . . . . . . . « . o 2,810,632
December . « o + » o o = » » 4,024,205
JANUATY + + « o = s » o = o h,»480,786

Individual Freicht-Hauling Records, 70th Troop Carrier Sguadron,
September 43 to January 442

ls 2d Lt. Re Ns Smith 1,876,634 1bs
2« 2d Lte. Do Py Praleigh 1,840,466
3. 1lst Lt. Go 37e Fallon 1,793,657
he lst Lt. He C. Lowry 1,776,307
5, 2d Lt. R. I, Hart 1,746,656
6. 2d Lte. C. G .ard 1,696,029
7. 2d Lt. J. J. Slade 1,692,161

a2, The figures in this table should be considered only as approximations.
Sources differ on exact numbers. For example, the offiecial figure for
Hovember 1943 as cabled to Generzl Arnold from General Eenney was 5,712,
The above for the same monlh add up to 4,927. The source for the akove
is the 804th ledical Air Zwacuation Squadron history, which should given
reasonably accurabte figures.

b. According to 54th Troop Carrier Ving history.

c. According to the 70ih Troop Carrier Scuadron history. Of the 52 pilots
on the list, 34 were credited with more than one million pounds of cargo.

?

NI I - R
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Appendix 13 4 A m{'ﬂ:{mf ﬁ‘
Pt SN ——h
I0CATION OF COLBAT mITsd
Unib 30 Sep 1943 1 Dec 1943 1 Feb 1944
3176h 7C Gp {Cn 28 Sep, sus
exchanged locations
with 374th Gp)
Ha Garbutt Wards wards
39th Sa hrcherf{ield wards ards
40%h Garbutt wards liards
hlst Garbutt wards wards
L46th Garbutt wards Tards
374th TC Gp (See above)
Hg wards
bth £q wards Garbutt Garbutt
2lst dackson Archerfield Lrcherfield
224 toards Garbutt Garbutt
334 viards Garbutt Garbutt
375th TC Gp
Hg Dobodura Dobodara Dobodura™
55th Sa Dobodura Dobedura Dobodura
56th 2q Dobodura Dcbodura Dobodura
57th Dobodura Dobodura Dobodura
58th Dobodura Tobodura Dobodura
h034 TC Gp
Hg (4ssiged to South
Facific Area)
65th &g Jackson— Hadzab Hadzab
6bth Jackson Nadpab Nadzab
4334 TC Gp
Hg Jackson Nadzab Hadzab
67th Sq Jackson Hadzab Nadzab
63th Jackson Jackson Hadzab
69th Jackson Jackson ladzab
70th Jackson Hadzab Hadzab

L[]

. Form 34L; Station List, 1 Feb 44, in History of Fifth Air Force, Ft, III,
. Adr Echelons at Tsili Tsili and Hadzab.
. The 5hth TC wing history puts the entire 375th IC Group at Port loresby
from 20 December 1943 through Lo e E A ety A A
ibbreviations: FER (en route). TP tolbfng?__@). . _'..‘t Gl,—.-:mal;irm'_\j
i il -

ol

b
-

mem— s N ?O&l‘i[n’*\ﬂﬁw
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Appendix 13 (contd) i
Unit 30 Sep 1943 1 Dee 1943 1 Feb 1944
6th Fhoto Gp Een )
Hg Port Moresby
ER Wadzab
. 8th Eq Schwimmer Schwimmer
25th Hadzab
26th Dobodura
20th Combat Hap Dobodura
Tr Jadzab
71st Ren Gp
1Tth 2q Dobodura
T Cape
CGloucester
g82d Oro Bay
TP Finschhafen
110th Port Moresby
TP Cape
Gloucester
25th liaison Hadzab
3d Bomb Gp (L)
Ha Dobodura Dobodura
If Hadzab
&th Sg Dobodura Dobodura Hadzab
Air Ech &R
13th Dobodura Dobodura DBobodura
ER Nadzab
89th Dobodura Dobodura Nadzab
Air Zch ER
90th Dobodura Dobodura Nadzab
Air Bch ER
312th Bomb Gp (L)
Ha Kaiapit
386th Sq Kalapit
38Tth Kaiapit
388th Kaiapit
329th Eaiapit
417th Bomb Gp (L)
Ha Ore Bay
TP Saidor
6724 &q Oro Bay
1P Sailder
673(1 oy \’\\{;"}, Gro Ba,y‘
L WY TP Saidor
67ith Ti;g‘:" N Oro Bay
’ S TS T T il TP Saidor
&75th Wt GBI ’ Oro Bay. _

b MRV

RO ST
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Appendix 13 {contd) F
Unit 30 Sep 1943 1 vec 1943 1 Feb 1944
22d Bomb Gp (21)
Hg eid Hiver Dobodura
EH Hladzab
2d Ja Reid River Dobodura Hadzab
Ground Zch =R
. 19th #eid River Dobodura, Dobodura
3R Nadzab
334 hkeid Eiver Dobodura fiadzab
Ground Seh ER
408th Feid Hiver Dobodura Hadzab
Ground Hch iR
38th Bomb Gp {(If
Hg Durand Lurand furand
Tlst Durand Durand Durand
LO5th burand Durand Jurand
g22d Durand Durand Durand
345th Borb Gp (1)
Ho Jackson Oro Bay
TP {apse
Gloucester
198th 8q Jackson Jackson Oro Bay
L99th Schwinmer Schwimmer QOro Bay
500th Jackson Jackson Oro Bay
501st Scehwimmer Sehwimner Cro Lay
43d Bowb Gp (M)
Ha Jackson Dobodura
63d 53 Jackson Dobodura Dobedura
b4th Jackson dackson Dobodura
65th dackson Jaclson Dobodura
4034 Jackson Jackson Dobodura
90th Boxb Gp (H) ( )
411 TP Nadzab
Hg Fort lloresby Lards Dobodura
319th wards Lards Dobodura
. 320th unrds vards Lotodura
32Lst wards wards Dobodura
405th wardg ards Dokodura
o REVIPP ek R AARAT 9""“‘!& L U' D E' lTi ”‘
T R ar
aoed WEUY i
Wl Pt b “\“ '\)H I
¢ na—————
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Appendix 13 (ecentd) L AR OO e .
Unit 30 3ep 1943 1 Dec 1943 1 Feb 1944
360th Boxb Gp (M)
Hq Fenton Fenton
528th #q Fenton Fenton
529th Yanbullo Long
530tk Fenton Fenton
531st Vanbulio Hanbullo
8th Fighter Cp
Hg Schwirmer Port Yoresby
TP Saidor
35th 3g Eila Kila loresby-~TF Saider
(#ir Ech-Finschhafen)
36th \ards vards Loresby--TF Saidor
{4ir Ech~Finschhafen)
80%h Fila Hila Yoresby--TP Saidor
(4ir Ech-Dobodura)
TF Saidor
35th Fighter Gp
Hag Johns Gulley Schwinmmer Nadvab
39th Sq Schwimnner Schwimmer lladzab
LOth Tsili Tsili Nadzab Hadzab
Llst Jackson-Tsili
Teili Hadzab Jadzab
L9th Fighter Gp
Ha Dobodura Gusap Gusap y
Tth 8g Dohodura Gusap Gusap
8th Tsili Teili Gusap Gusap
Sth Dobodura Lobodura Gubap
53th Fighter Gp
Ha Oro Eay
TP Cape Gloucester
69th Sq {ro Bay
I Cape Gloucester
310th Cro Bay
TP Cape Gloucester
31ith Oro Bay
TP Cape Gloucester
3496h Fighter Gp
(411 TP 8aldor)
Ha Schwlimmer Finschhafen
340th Sg Jackson Jackson Finschhafen
3hlst Durand Durand Finschhafen
3had wards wards Finschhafen
{?ULH ”- - l”n

mi_\_fasnsi“ W ORIATION

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. T AT
LAFRH-16 —r e sk 269
. YA NS IS 2 T R
Appendix 13 (contd) } " I ,;wn...: s
Unit 30 Sep 1943 1 Dec 1943 1 Feb 1944
L75th Fighter Gp
Ha Dobodura Dobodura Dobodura
L31lst Sg Dobodura Dobodura Dohodura
4324 Dobodura Dobodura Dobodura
. 4334 Dobodura Dobodura Dobodura
Detachment A Berry {Take-
111 Fighter) off from
Jackson and
Tobodura)
418th Wi Fighter &g Dobedura
h21st Ni Fighter Sq Y¥ilne Bay

TP lladzab

oL G Y e DR ST

“""m
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A“"-?-O’ 9, 15, 11-9, 69, 7}4-; 89’ 933
105, 133, 138-39, k4, 151,
208 (n 38), 2.9 (n 31), 226 (n 52)
L=20h, 9
A=20%, 9, 68, 70, 203 (a 32)
23F Regulation 35-31, 192
AG/8S, Materiel, Maintenance &
Distribution (}1'&D), 79
AC/4S, Operaticns, Commitments &
Reguirements (OCHR), 53,
202 (n 38)
AC/AS, Pergonnel, 183
édg%zalty Isey 4y 31, 3537, 172,
tdvanced Zchelen 5th AF (LIVCH),
5"‘63 8, -LB, 23, 69; 8‘54-, 135’
174, 191, 194, 192, 201 (n 13)
A~3, 23
Heno Nos 35-20, 193
Hemo Jo. 38, 192
Lemo do. 77, 192
Hexo lo. 112, 192
Alr Transport Cond., 192
Aitape Bay, 37, 172
Alamo Tusk Force, 155=56, 171
Aleutians, 32, 59
Llexishafen, 5, 35, 102, 10§,
138-41, 151, 156, 160, 168,
17i=73, 120, 226 (n 53)
Alice Springs, 12
Allied Air Forces, 5, 22, 84, 92,
136, 141, 156, L69, 172, 198,
201 (n 13)
Allied Intelligence, 4-5, 8%, 103,
130, 161, 168, 170, 175, 180
Allied Naval Forees, 156
£llied supreme cornander.
Haecirthur,
Arberley Fleid, 72
Amcon (fmbodna), 28, 206 (n 13),
210 (n 55)

See

Fin e

Anacker, Capb. L. B., 109-10

AN/LFI-1, 55

AN/APR-5, 55

APD, 158, 160-61

Arafura Sea, 36-37

Arsken Heaion, 4L

Arawe, 2, 28, 103, 153-55, 157,
169, 171

Archerfield, 72~73

Army and Havy Journal, 197

Arny Service Forces Hg., 65

Arry Troop Basis, 194

arnhen Ray, 37

Arnold, Gen. H. H., 29, 40, 42,
tl-6"'£l-9’ 51"'52, 56’ 59, 789 914-,
l&h, 184, 196’ 1983 208 (n 37-38)

iroe I,, 36=37, 206 (n 22}

Australia, 101k, 21=22, 26, 42,
Ly 42, E8-59, 68, 76~78, 81,
?3;89, 150, 157, 182, 185, 193,

Australian Netienal Advwsys (L34,
1273

B

=17, d=1U, 52-53, 2, 185, 2l (nv)

E-173, 55

D-LTF, 35

E—El'l" i{., \?-9’ -Lj, 51"50, 69, 7“‘{-’
T6=T77, 85-£5, 9495, 97-10L,
107-06, 111=13, lle-20, 128,
133“3h3 135"373 139"ﬁ2) 1515
153-54, 159-61, 16%-59, 176, 179,
135, 210 (n 555, 216 (n &)

B-24D, 55

B-24d, 70, 77, 207 (n 30)

B-25, 9, 13, 15, 24, K9-5l, 67,
£9-70, Th-76, 85, 94~98, 100-03,
105, 107-10, 112, 115, 112-19,
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405th Beub S0., 9, 75, 97, 123,
125, 183, 191

H433th Bonb So., 67, 149, 151,
176, 226 (n 58)
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Heudouarters, ALF, 52, 2, 215 (n 37) Kavieng, 4, 28, 31, 33, 35=36, 41,
Hedrick, E, I., 107 85, 111-12, 119, 172~73
Heldsbach Plantation, 147 Kearby, Col. N. L., 91~92, 217 (n 12)
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Meleff, 7/0, 99

Madang, 1-2, 5, 28, 35, 84, 89,
103, 105, 13z, 138, 141,
151~52, 154, 156, 160, 165,
168, 171, 173-74, 180, 226
(n 58)
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194, 197, 205 (n 13), 208 (n 37)

Varshall Is., 41, 58, 171, 204
(n )

Yartin, Gen. C. 4., 155-59

Kascot PFielo, 72

Matupi I,, 100

Felanesian area, 39

Folbourne, 72, 193

Yeaado, 38 (Manado)

Morauke, 37

Lerchant MNerine (Japanese), 129

Merkel, Una, 138

NTCHAELILS Cperation, 155«56, 158,
160

LICAAELNAS Task Force, 155, 165,
225 (n 42), 227 (n 2)

ifilne Bay, 10-11, 13-1h, 21-22,
62, bi4~Go, 32, 157

Kiﬂd&nao, 3y 3‘3, L5, 57, 59, 95

Eoa I., 87

Keenizuki, 218 (n 21)

Yeomote Plantation, 4

Yeore, Gant, Jo To, 92

~orope Harkor, 107

borstai, 58

fount Hapen, 90

Y4, Teu, 12

Luko, 4

Lunda, 23

tyoko, 220 (n 5L)

N

gth Austrailan Div., 132, 136, 4o,
4z

9tgl§ighter Sa., 9697, 104, 123,

l%h Bor.b Sq.’ 9

90th Bozb Gp., €-9, 14, 53, 56,
98-99, 113, 133, 140, 150, 175-76

90th Bomb S5g9., 1l4, 123, 135, 151,

.. Ae0, 177, 239 (a 31)
e

‘m Cudp S el
X . _ruodidid u‘ifoiﬁﬂAﬂQE .
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

LAFAH-16

93d Service 3g,.,, 1LB >

96th 3ervice Za., 145

1906th Y Truck Co., G4

Nabire, 37

Hadzeb, 7, 13, le-12, 21, 23,
2526, 23, 9v, 138, 140,
12«40, 143, 151, 167, 175,
190, 198, 200 (n 0), 2206
(n 52)

Hasgau Day, 158

Netherlands Sost Indies, 3,
6, 8, 10, 12, 3k, 28-L2, L4,
5759, 85-86, &8, 180, 200
(n 27), 210 (n 55)

NJetherlands llew Guinea, A4, 6,
36, 150

flew Bribain, 1-5, 10, 2¢, 32-33,
36, 41, 85, €8, 94, 96, 98,
lu2=04, 103, 110, 1l2w-14,
iig-19, 121, 12y, 131, 133,
136-3¢, 141, 151, 153-55, 162,
170-72, 174, 181

Jew Britain Taak Torce, 84

Hew Gesrgla,

Jew Guinea Force, 13, 84, 156,
216 (n 2)

New Ireland, 4, 85, 94, 119,
129, 131, 174

Tick afc, 139

Wiritz, Adniral, 173

“Yortheasbern rreca, 13, 88

Hertheast Uew Ouinea, 1, 26, 160

Yorthern Territory, 11, 83

Jorthwestera Area, 13, 51, 84-74,
103, 1wy, 175, 178

Jorthwest Territory, 83

Nubla, 5, 174, 226 (n 59)

lst, See "F.!

110th sden. ricater Sa., 207 (a 29)

120th keztl, Corbat femm, 157

Undonga, 28

Operationul Piung Wiv,, Chief of,
5’)

Cperations, Coumitwments « Resuire-
nents (COR), 53, 208 (n 33)

Operations Analysis See., 193

.?
L e

* Boerations Liv, (OPD), «D30, 3k,
B4, 82, 215 (n 37)

CRVIATNDER Operation, 18

Cro Zfay, 15, 17, 21, 82, 36, 103-Uk,
106-08, 111, 157-52, 160, 162,
217 (o 11)

Oscar, 97, 104, 107, 115, 117, 139,
14z, 103

GVERICRL, 206 (n 26)

Cwen Stanley Movubtains, 15«16, 98

F

P38, 10, 15, L6, 48, 9-70, 78,
93-96, 98~102, 104-05, 107-08,
i1, 1iz-17, 120, 123, 127-28,
133: 1393 1h1'433 15h3 159, 169:
177, 187, 222 (n 15)

P=38H, 10
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