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Chapter I

PLAKTING THZ AIR OFFEKSIVE

In 1940 the Luftwaffe apseared to dominate the European Continent,
after the successful exercises in Spain (1936-39) and Poland (1939),
the German Air Force covered the invasion of Norway, crushed French
aerial resistance in the brief weeks of the Battle of France, and as
the summer drew near, was poised triwsphantly on the brink of the
Channel before opening the Battle of Britain.

During these months of victory, when the prestige of Cerman arms
had reached the highest point, the G4F was a most formidable wewupon.
although more often used by the Wehrmacht in tactical rather than
strategic operatioas, its bomber command possessed a powerful striking
force that easily reduced . arsaw and Rotterdanm, and alunost threatened
London with the same fate .1 lany of the German planes represented ad-
vanced develogments. The Stuka dive bomber seemed to have provided
infantry with a new weapon far more effective for certain purposes than
artillery. The basic CGerman fighter, the light fast I'esserschmitt 109,
seemed more than the equal of any plane that could be brought against
it until the Battle of Dribain reveualed it to be weak in armor and fire
power.2

Nevertheless, in 1940 the GAF received its first severe defeat at

the hands of the R\F. Aintkaireraft fire-control deviees such as radar

proved fatal to the close rormations of German bombers, while the fighters

were unable to stand up against the heavy

R
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rollowing the uefeat of the GiF over Britain, a change was notice-

able in its couposition. There was a growing emphasis on iighters which,
eventually, was carried to the virtnal extinetion of the bomber command,
The initlal cause of this chanpe is rot yet clear. One source attributes
it to the losses of Geraan planes in the Battle of Britain plus the need
of creating & defensive force of fighters to protect German industry
against the misht raids of the RiF.? On the other hand, Hermann Goering
himself has stated that it was not the losses over Londen that caused
the increase in Qerman fizlder production, but the preparations for the
campaign against the L.S.5.R. Owing to ihe lsck of concentrated bomber
tarpets there, Coering stated, the demands on bowbers were small while
there was a greatly increased need of fighters.h

“hatever tle underlying causes, the summer of 1940 saw two importunt
developnents in the German Iishiter commend: (1) the appearance of a Y"souped-
upt version of the 1%e=-109, and (2) the design of « new and inmporbant
fighter. The new mouels of vhe [e~10% were faster, arnored, and much
better provided with rire power. ‘ire 1&-Ll09¥ had & camnon (1.0 151/20)
firing bhrough the gropeller huky in addition to the machine ‘xf_;l:tns'...5 The §
model which becanne operational late in 1942 Lept the cannon and ralsed the
two rachine suns to avsroximutely .50 caliber with 900 rounus edach. The
plane was powered with a L2-005 eagine of' 3700 horsepower and wes belleved
to have & service eeiling of nearly 40,000 feet and 2 speed of wmore than
£00 rilles per hour.6

The new tichter was the Focke— ulf 190 (F =130}). .iter comdng oif

the drawine Leards in rdd-1940, it presented a serious production problem.

To vroduce tle plane fox ﬁ rtime consumytion, there seemed to ve three

e i |
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wlternatives. It coulcu be built in rew olonts ssnecially construsted

for the purcose, bub this would iLiwelve ab least a year's delay end would
result in heavy coats .nd manpower shortages.? 4 osecond ddbternative con-
sidered wes to convert existing foctories to the nrodaction of the new
fizhter. ‘his plan hed tre cuvantage of veln; souewhut essier Lo seb wy
than the other aliernative, but it heu the deciued cisadvantage of slowing
down the output of alreauy estiblisied tyres; the readjusting of .uchines
ang bools plus the retraining of gersonnel were regurded as slmost insur-
mountabile obsta.cles.8 The third slternwbive, anu Lhe one eventually
adopted, was to convert certain lle=l09 plants to the muwnurscture of the
F.=190. &ince muuy of the tools would do for the new plune, anu the
worknen would be accustoied to vulldine a sbiilar tyne, this jdew was
aprarently considered the siplest and nost pructicable of the three,?

b the bepinning of 1941, the Te«l09 vus produced in five Ceruan, and
cre anstrian plaat as follows: (1) Fiesler (lassel), (2) .rado ("arnenunde),
(3) wze (Cocherslebven), (4) !lessersehmitt (Jerencburs), (5) Zrla (Leipzig),
and (&) esserschmitt (ener leustslt), Y Tie first four weve producing
40 to 50 fi-hters nor rontl and the last two between 60 and 75. It was
Pinally decided to convert the first three to the nroduction of F./-130%s
becouse it would involve less loss of outwub, tie planbs concerned were
closer thun tue others to the purent focke~.ulf plcnt ot Dremen, d it
wus believed thet this zrrun;ement would Le the Lost efficient for the

11 iroduction of the series was initiated eurly in 19AL

. subccntractors.
ab cremen, and by the ]l of thalt yeur the .rudo plent ab .armenunve wWas
reaqy to buila F~190's. 2ix menths later, the Flesler plant at hassel

was converted, wnd by tie ©all of 1942 the .go plunt was maxing the new
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plane. Tt was estimcted by Hoverber that 1'e~-109 production had dropped
to 260 per month while the outrut of the FV fishter had risen to 220
monthly, thus bringing the botal construction of single-enzine fishters
. to 420 per month.1? Tre rirst aprearance of the new Focke-ulf 1390 late
in 1941 created something of a sensation. The origincl version had a
maximum speed of 385 m.v.h. at 17,000 feet, und coulu climb to 15,000
feet in six and one-fourth minutes. It had a ceiling of 36,000 feet, wWus
protected with 197 pounds or ameor, and armmed with two low-velocity 20-m.
cannor: and bwo machine guns. Laber models desigrned for ground attack
carried extra guns, and as much as 792 pounds of armor plate wround tie
pilet and on the potbom of the :i:‘u.sc—:l'e,gge.l3 It seemed possible that the
Germans had devised a fighter superior to any similar plane that might
be broucht against it.

It does not anpear that the final decision to build up a huge fighter
force was reached before the mlddle of 19.!;2.1[‘ By that time, however,
certain developments zreatly emphasized the need for this type of plane.
Hitler's Soviet adventure was not vroceedins according to schedule and the
scope of the campaizn was constantly increasing. The largest part of the
German fighter command was flying on the Tastern front,15 and more and
more planes were consbantly needed, learwhile, a new menace had arisen

in the Tlest. The R.F, sugposedly driven out of the skies during 1940 and

1941, was beginning its effective saturation boimbing by nicht, and Flying
. Forbresses of the U. 5. Eighth sir Force had made their first appearance

over German-held territory on 17 asugust 191;2.16 411, this made it clear
that in addition to the requirements of the war in the East, it would be

necessary to build up & large fighter strength in the est to protect

A——
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With the designing of a new fighter and the reorganization of pro-
duction, the first phase in the eXpansion of the German fighter command
was well under way. A second phase was inaugurated in the fall of 1942
when a great expansion in the construction of the Me=109 was begun.
Fariier rumors that the F/l=190 was going to replace the older fighter
plane were killed by the unusually successful performance of the G model
which was being produced by the Messerschmitt complex at iemer Neustadt
as early as the summer of 1942. ZEstimated production at this time was
80 to 90 planes a month.2t

At the close of the swmer, all the plants making the Le-109 suddenly
began a tremendous incrsase of production. The “fiener Neustad: facilities
progressively increased their output wntil they were building 220 fighters
a month (June 1943) representing an inerease of 150 per cent over 1942
production.22 Since this complex was 800 air miles from London, the
Germans probably felt the chances of bsing bombed oub were relatively re-
mote, A4ib Regensburg, the output of le-109's had been stabilized for scme
time at 45 per month; however, by November 1942 it was increased to 75
and in June of the following year it was belisved to have reached 200.

By this time, both huge complexes were producing 55 per cent of all single-
engine planes used by the GiF. During this same period, the third center
of lesserschmitt production, the Zrla plant at Leipzig, showed an expansion
of 50 per cent. 2>

‘#hile the output of the ife~109 climbed rapidly, that of the Fi/=190
showed surprisingly little fluctuation between Hoverber 1942 and June 1943.
There is evidence, according to an 035 report, that this stabilization may

have been caused by the physical relocation of eertain factories to safer
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engine, and as a result there was a shortage of forgings throughout

1943, causing some backlog of engines awaiting these partg, 22

To summarize, by the middle of 1943 Germen fighter producticn and
the massing of Cerman planes in the West were beginning to cause the
British and Americans serious concern.. In June » 1t was estimated that
540 Ye-109%s and 230 FU~190's would be produced as well as other models
which could be employed effectively against our bomber sorties. Further-
more, there had been a steady shift of GiF units from the Zast to the
West, and another fighter wing, the llth Jagdeschwader s had been formed
to check strategic bombers operating from England.zg sdecording to
American estimates, the GAF oruer of battle early in 1943 showed the

following distributions3C

Axis air strength Total combst and miscellaneous aireraft
western front 1320
Mfediterranean (and Italy) 1248
Central Germany 732
Russian front __RK60

Not only was this force in the iest a major threat to strategic bombard-
ment but if not destroyed it could be greatly augmented by reinforcements
from other areas when the threat of an invasion became imminent. st the
close of 1942, one source estimated the amount of air power that the GaF
could mass against a cross~Channel operation at approximately 3,700
planes.Bl All these faclors made it clear during the first months of 1943
that concerted action must be taken by both British and .American air forces

to drive the Luftwaffe out of the skies in order to come to grips with

iecording to "The Attack on the GAF! the actual figures for April produc-
tion of various types of German airoraft were: 1le-109, 270; Fi-190, 230;
te-l10, 55; Le-210, 55; Ju~83, 25; Do-21l7, 15; total, 650.

L
1
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German industry and pave the way for an invasion of Hitler!s Festung
Zuropa.

The RLF bad alreauy made a beginning. In addition to strategic
bombing, two types of operations known by the code names of RHUB.ARB and
CIRCUS were frequently being mounted with the express purpose of inducing
the enemy to commit considerable numbers of his fighters to battle. In
RHUB.ARB operations, heavily armed fighters and fighter-bombers operated
within a 150-mile radius of the RAF forward fighter stations acainst
eneny installations near the Channel coast. By striking at ground tar-
gets of considerable value to the enemy, such as transportation s port
installations, and the like, it was hoped that he would be forced to
give battle to protect the: 22 CIRGUS operations were similar but in=-
volved the medium bombers of lo. 2 Group RAF; later it was horned to use
the Liarauders of the 3d Bombardment Wing (Bighth 4ir Force) when this
organization became operationa.l.33 Targets were carefully selected
within an area 150 to 180 miles from forward bases. According to British
authorities the "prime object of the operations is again to destroy the
enemy] fighter by our fighter aircraft rather than to inflict any serious
economic damage on his war machine in the industrial sense by destroying
any of his main works, which, in point of fact, are not situated in the
areas covered by these operations."gl* American fighters and later medium
bombers were often ordered to take part in missions against REUBARB and
CIRCUS targets as a means of acquainting new units with combat conditions
in the theater, but it is doubtful if these missions seriously threatened

the German Liir Force. .s time went on, the enemy often refused to commit
his fighters against coasW
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Attacks by the heavy bombers of the Eighth .dir Force were more
effective, bub throughout the latter part of 1942 when the Eighth had
becone operationsl these raids were more iuportant as indications of
future activity than as an immediste mena.ce.* Yot only had weather
during the autumn and early winber frequently interfered with missions,
but the Eighth had been called on to divert much of its promised equip=-
ment and crews to the newly formed Twelfth Air Force., Partly because
of this, the build-up of planes in the United Kingdom lagged behind
commitments, replacement aireraft and crews were lacking, and the
versonnel that did arrive from the United 3tates often needed consider~
able training before being used in operations.35 is a result of all
these factors, the accumulation of aimerican w«ir cower was painfully
slow, As labte as .\pril 1943, there were on hand with jmerican units in
3ngland only 264 heavy bombers (198 B-17's and 66 3-2%'s) and 172 P-L7!s.30

In spite of the meager foree available, .pril marked the first major
advance in the war against the Luftwafie: the formulation of the Combined
Bomber Oftensive Plan (CBO Plan)., This document, which provided for the
build-up and oper«tion of a large bomber force based in Zngland, was the
culmination of much thought on the proper employment of air power. Thile
German air doctrine tended to emphaszize tacktical operations in close
coordinztion with the ground forces, both the RAF and s4F were anxious to
exploit to the fullest extent the possibilities of strategic bombardment.

In the United States, General liitchell's doctrines were still accepted in

#(nly 27 missions were carried oubt by the Iighth iir Force in 1942, and
none of them exceeded an attacking force of 79 olanes.

\

[
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the Air Corps and hod received further development wt the hands of Arnold,

indrews, Sulter, 3pautz, and other nioneers in air strategy. .hen, on

9 July 1741, Fresident Roosevelt asked the Jecretery of war to prepure a
plan for over-all production requirements needed to defeat cur possible
enemies, an opportunily was arforded our air strategists to put forward
their concepts of modern aerial warfure.

The air docusent which was generwlly known by its shorb title of
GPD/1 was submitbed on 12 August,37 and was broadly conceived, [he
section coverins alr production called for 60,000 planes,33 and envisaged
an air wor of three phases culminating with a great intensification of air
operations to insure air suoremacy prior to an invasica of Cerman-held
territory. Tar-ets for nowbarduent were electrical installations such
as power lines and hydro-electric stabions, us well as transporbsbtion
srstems, o0il producing centers, aud industriel plants. It was also rece
ognized that befors these objectives could be atbacked, it mierht be
necessary first to neubralize the Luftwaffe by Yemnloyine large nunbers
of cireraft with Lien speed, good defensive fire power, and high altitude®
wrd by makine deep penebrabions into the Jeich bo uztback zirfields,
sluminum Jdunts, and oireralt fuactories.>?

ihis docurment is Lluporbunt because it recognized that wn inalsgensable
prelidinary to «n invasion or the Jontinent wus the elimination of Ger.aa
air power. It is wlso sismificeant because it clearly estbublished that
. the cbtack on the GaF was o double operction, un attuek not only against

the sources of aireraft groducticn bub also avsinst units or the Luftwaile
ab thelr buses.&o It wlso recomnended that plans be uniertaken locking

toward the rormution oi heavily arrmeu escort i hters to protect the

BoiETS. B— . )

LIS |

— Sia I
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This document was cceented as o basis for jurther plaming in
Seybe . ber, ana then followed o brozd diseussion of over-zll stratecy
between the hirhest Critish and ._sericin suthorities. .fter the
dapunese utback on learl Harbor, many details vere naturally altered
owing to tie exirencies oi the crisis in wnich the tnited States found
itself, but thre basic ideas esbodied in .70/l remcined lareely un-
changea, and wWere repeuled in a luter nedificsbion of the nroject knowm
as . .uD/h2. Tuls pleh was drasm up by Generyl .ruold in respense to &
recuest on Zh august 1942 fron the fresicent to his military suthorities
Tor a statemcent oi the needs oi ihe oy, luvy, sac lend-lease "in order
to huve conplele olr ascerndency over the ene::y.")*l In kis regly for the
Ay General iraold listed « series nf' alr operaticns regimniny with %en
air offensive agulast uuroze to deplete the CLF, uestroy the sources of
ferman subserine construetion, and urderiine the CGer-an wWur-miing

.
capacity."h‘ﬁ GAr ascendency was defined as ile deoletion of the eneny
alr forec to such in cxtent as to render hi: incapable or resistin: the
offensive of our lind, sea, and uir forces.

. Lirst oploriby in the air offensive aruinst Zurove vins the abtack
on the Iuftwaffe, o eliminate it frow covbut, . L WAL culled lor & tobal
of 22,37 sorties, uvro piny 44,743 btons acainst 11 Pishter fuctories, 15
bonber fuctories, and 17 wero-enrine plants. To atituin co.mlete destruc-
tion of these olunts, whbucus ucre to iLe repeated where necessary szt two-
rorth intervals, lombub abtrition tas to coaunlete the westruction of the
3.0.%2  The timetaole set un in tie plan wllowed six nonths for opera=
tione at rull sivren.bh Lo uestroy the lerm.n &ir wvower, Goplyin~ this

te vhe sctual situation, one-third or the Job wus to be completed in

G RN
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1943, thus recuwiriny four additional months of 1944. If all went well,
CGeneral .rnold believed bthel the Luftwaffe could be eliminated as a
threat to our forces by May 1944, and that cross-Channel operations
could be sterted soon after.®* Later develorments were to prove the
remarkable asccuracy of 4.ID/42fs time Luble,

The final phase of planning the abtbtaek on the G.f begun on 9 Jecem=
ber 1342 when « Counittee of Operavions analysts was seb up under lanage=-
ment Go.trol to prepare « report analyzing the rate of progressive
deterioration that should be anticipated in the Cerman war effort as a
result of the operations being planned against its sustaining sources .
after some months of intensive study, the commiblee submitbed a report
4o General irnold om 8 March 1943 which is remarkably like the final
form of the OBO Plan,#

This report did not depart from the seneral principles of an air
offensive agairst the Reich as laid down in 17D/l and A D/42, but it
succeeded in giving these doctrines their nost elaborate application
based on what was then available in planes, crews, and time, as well as
indicating what build-up of forces would be necessary to carry the
offensive Lo a successful conclusion.

The committee recognized tie cesirability of carrying out precision
atbacks sgainst the German fighter assembly plants ar.d engine factories,
but felt that the present build-up of heavy bombers with units in the
theatef$was insufficient to make the necessary deep venetrations. A4
minimum yorce of 300 bombers would be needed, tie committee believed,

to organize the requisite diversions aud penetrate to the heavily

it

Je
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defended ta,rgets.* Tt was estimated that it would take a total of 8CO
bombers in the theater to keep 300 constantly in operation, and until
this build~-up could be achieved, the COAi did not recommend mounting a
large-scale offensive against aircraft factories, bub advised instead
that missions be concentrated on repair depots, U-boat bases, and the
few factories that were located close to the coagt .48

It was hoped that by July the bomber strength would be augmented
to the point where deep penetrations of 400 miles could be e ffected, and
in this second vhase of the offensive, the cormittee recommended a heavy
concenbration on GiF fighter factories. it this point, the experts
disagreed. In considering the German aireraft industry, the COA had
examined the possibility of attacking (1) airframe components, (2) engine
components, (3) fighter assembly plants, and (4) engine assembly plants.
The principal disagreement was over whether the heaviest attack should
be directed asgainst fighter asserbly planits, or fighter-engine sssembly
plants.’*q Those who favored an attack on fighber assemblies pointed
out that the GLF had to recreate itself approximately every three months,
and that the destruction of seven assembly plants, even if remedisble
within 30 days, would have only to be repeated twice in order to effect
a substanbial reduction of GAF strengbh.50

The opponents of this view were disturbed by the high recuperative
ability of the fighter assembly plants, and feared that not.encugh danage
. could be done to put them out of production for any long period of time.

On the other hand, they held that engine assembly plants could be pub

#0f the 300 bombers, 50 were to form a diversionary force to hold down a
part of the German fishter strength, 200 were to constitute the main
striking force, and the remaining 50 were to divert the Cerman fighters
wkale the bombers were withdrawing from the target area. 030 Flan, in
AFINL files. PR SRS

Fatud AT B VL WRRTET. P TN
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cut of action for six months or more. Furthemmore, five plants accounted

for all the By engines used in the Fi/~-190, and another five plants
produced the DB motor used in the ie-~109, -~110, and 2109t Consequently,
a comparatively small number of targets might, if thoroughly bombed,
upset & greal part of the Cermen fighter production. The (0a did not
attempt to solve the dispubte, and in later operations the combined bomber
forces atbacked both fighter assembly and engine assembly plants.*

The final form of the (B0 Plan which was completed about the first
of loril cousisted of a carefully selected list of target systems,
coordinated with the expected build-up of bomber strength in the theater,
and a timetable, The main purpose of the plan was to carry out the
directive of the Combined Chiefs of Staff at the Casablanca meeting "to
aceomplish the progressive destruction and dislocation of the Cerman
military, industrial and economic system, and the undermining of the
morale of the German people to a point where their capacity for armed
resistance is {atally weakaned, 9%  The target systems desiznated for
attack were submarine consbruction yards and bases, German alrcraft
industry, ball bearings, oll, synthetic rubber, and military transport
vehicles.

The debermination of the nusber of bombers needed to accomplish

the CBO Plan was based on a yardstick derived from previous operations

#The comment of a capbured German field narshal on this point is inter-

esting. "As the brunt of the atbacks throughoub July, August, September,
and October 1943 was borne by the aircrait indusiry, naturally that
suffered most. Fortunately you didn't do one thing: you didntt attack
our engine producbion on a large scale—a much more vulnerable branch-—--
instead you went for the zirframe plants.® KO 15385 in &-2 Library.

PR ol
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of the Eighth Air Force. Twelve successiul missions were mounted in

January, February, and .arch using approximately 100 bombers on eachs??
It was found that sufficient bowbs fell within a cirele of 1000

. foolt radius centered about the aiming point to cause the desired

destruction. For each prospective target the number of 1000 foob
radius circles necessary to cover it has been calculated. The
yardstick as determined by experience is therefore: the number of
1000 foot radius circles of destruction, each requiring 100 borbers.

To carry out successful missions aguinst the six target systems, using

the ratio indicated above, the Combined Bomber Offensive required the

following build-up of U.S. heavy and medium bombers in the United

Kingdom:sl*
30 June 1943 94ty heavy 200 medium
30 Sep 1943 1192 heavy 400 medium
3l Dee 1943 1746 heavy 600 medium
31 ar 1944 2702 heavy 800 medium

The operational timetable of the offensive wes divided into four phases.
The first phase ended 1 July 1943 and was based on the assumption that no
more than 300 bombers would be continually in operations and that the
operational range would be 300 miles. Main emphasis was to be placed
on striking U-boat bases. The second phase from July to October was to
be principally against fighter aireraft industries. The radius of
actlon was to be extended to 400 miles and the 1,192 bombers in the
theater were expected to provide an average striking force of 450 planes,
While the Fortresses and Liberators were hitting the main objectives R
the mediums were to mount diversionary atbtacks on German-held airfields
within their limited range. In the third phase, Cetober to January 1944,
. the German fighter force was to be kept depleted, and in addition to the

aireraft industry, oil, traunsportation, and rubber facilities were to be

attacked. The average striking force during phase lio. 3 was to be about

. ¥ oy *
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550 boubers., In the fourth phase in early 1944, the principal objective
would be to sustain the previous affects achieved and pave the way for
the invasion of the Continent,?”

The commibtee recogniwed the immediate danger to their plans from
the German fighter force in the llest, and it was declared to be Man
intermediate objective second to none in priority."56 TFurtheruore, the
Plan emphasized in italies the statenent that>7

If the growth of the Cermun fighter strength is not arrested

quickly, it may becorie literally impossibie to carry out the
destz-uction planned and thus to create the conditions necessary

Continent, Hence the successfu,l prosecution of the sir offensive
agalnst the principal. objectives is dependent upon a prior (or
simultaneous) offensive against German fighter strength.

when coupleted by the CCi in ‘ashington the FPlan appears to have
been coordinated with British and .merican authorities in the theater,
for on 15 April 1943 air larshal Sir Charles Portal wrote General .rnold
indicating his full approval, and stating that the Commander in Chief of
the RAF Bomber Jommand hac seen the plan and was also Yconvinced of its
soundness and importance."58 Portal urged that Hevery effort . . . be
made to achieve and if possible to exceed the program. 759 winal approval
came from the Combined Chiefs of Staff on 19 lay 1943.

The CBO Plan, although recognizing the irmediate importance of
checking the growth of the German iir Forece in the llest, nevertheless
dealt with it as only one of several important objectives, British
thought at this time seems to have been more concerned with checking the
growth of German fichters by striking at sirdroues, repair installations,
and YVesserschmitt and Focke~'ulf factories, if one may judge by a British

plan developed coacurrently (not, apparently, as an alternative proposal)

R,
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with the CBU Plan. Zntitled. "The attack on the GiF," this document
sta.ted:°0

The moct formidable weapon bedirn; used by the enemy today against

our bomber offensive is Lils Pighter Force--his single engined

fighters by day and his twin engined firhters by night, =nd the

elimination or serious depletion of this force would be the

greatest contribution to the furtherance of the Joint heavy

bomber offenslve of the JAF and the iF.
This document then called for an attack on the sources of Tighter strength--
both airfields wnd fuckories. It is evident that the authors of the plan
essumed thet most of the sctacks on the [elds woald be made by redium
botbers and fighters, although several such missions hiad already been
nmounted by the heavy Lonbers of the Zighth Alr Force. Since some 34, GaP
airfields housin> chout 465 zireratt were within ranpe of REUELIE and
CIRSUS operations, the study recommended that they be wromptly attucked.
The fields st Nemnes/St. Jacques, Caen/Carpiquet, Lille/Vendeville, Vitry-
en~irtois, Courtrui/evelshen, Gesumont-le-forer, Jernay/5t. Yarbin,
Ivreux, Cherbourg/laupertus, l'erville, Erest/Guipevas, sasterdar/Schipol,
and ..oenszdrecht were woinved out us being especially i.'.portant..él tost
of these fields were luter attacked by units of the ..AF.

after carelul study of the capsbilibies und limititions of the heavy
boxver, LU towns were listea in the plan as "bactically suituble! for
attack by hirh-level precision daylight bouabing by the VILI Bonber Command,
to be followen by WaF night atbacks. Lhese bowns were Eremen (Fi=190
assenbly), “runswick (1e-110 esseswly end D3-£05 enrine plant), Kassel
(F.=190 asseably), Hamburg (Bl. enrines), Schweinrurt (kall-bearing
works), Hanover (eero-tire works), Stubbrart (i.portant cireraft com-

poients), Gotha (Te~110 assembly), Zisenach (uero-enzines), and
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Osehersleben (FJ=190 asserbly).® s in the case of the sirficlds noted
zbove, these zirerafd factories were laber obtacied heavily by the TIIT
Comber Cownand. Albhough no direct evidence besrs on the poinb, there

. is o good desl of indirect vroof to show that this Sritish study had
sonethine to do with the turget selection of the Zirhbh and later the
inth Air Porces.

Trererore by the beglonin: of .oril 1943, cthe stuge was sel for s
sregl oir batbtle. The Gerinens haa comalbbed tuenselves to a prosrwa of
fighter construction that definitely threatened the success of the comw
bined strabecie Loxber oifensive wno the atbues oa the Contineut, To
check this wevelovment, tue Dellish and erican 2ir sirategists were
plaaoming nothirs less bhan ihe destruetion oy tihe Luftwalfe, and its
exelusion from the zlr over Zursse. Tonls was to e aecsonvlished by a
double wtbtacks on ore hand Terwn airerart foctories vere to be destroyed
as soon as the bulld-up of strenpth perritied deep venetritlons, and on
the other the Lultwifile was to be forced Lo eorvilt llself to batile
wherever it could be found, eitler on Lhe ~rounu or in the air. It was

now tiie tusk of the ..F and tie "af to oprove that itler's festung Duropa

vias, indeed, « fortress wibhout o roof,
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Althourh the Iu #lan wus not Jormdlly aperovea by the Jorbined
CLici's of Stuff undil the .dddle of ! .ay 1J43, ubboeks on Ceramn ulrerait
orcduction corencnd u LUpil. U Lbds debe, Lhers were 197 E-17's and
(6 2=nhts in the dheaster with units, cow durdn~ Ue flrst suurter of the
oW yeur, Lhey hoa oispatchea 1,071 sorbles with cluins of 203 eneny uwir-
craxt scot down.t This strensth was re .rded 45 too neager to sustain
ueep nenetrubtioas imbo the heuct of Ceran; vhere the buli: of the AR o
eraft irdustr, was locstea, but installations neirer Znzland could be
sbticked with saall conceuiraticus in cthaparalive salet).

Such @ zission Yes corrieu cub cu 5 Lpril. Ire turget vus the Irla
sirverait ond .ero-Znirice e alr .orks near anbwerp, only sbout 190 miles
Iren bhe nearest o lish bases. ULut o 104 planes «irborne, of Z-17's
wnd 18 S~24%g aropscd 2heS tons of 1,000 ana 500-1h. G boaus with
feir resulus, Duuwsse vas avne to on asse dly Jhop, GLA SOLE rerair
instalisticns were seb on fire. cour bosbers were lost aad clals of
ZA=T=l uere lede W2 In this miter uwnimvresslve namer, the P\,L.E;Lﬁ,’z.*
olfensive apeinst Jerumn eireruft nroduction wez lnuacursted,

Te ordy otler similar wission suceessfully coryicd oal durin® the

mewtl, w5 one of Lie he.viest yebh ran off by bthe Tirhth iir Force. n

#ile cone nure |OIUIDL. ¢ wes ussirned to bie Joapined Jodber Offensive
wren it was adorted, FHowever, in the varions theuters where the IhG
. . {contd)
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17 .pridl, 115 bebers were ulspabehed to strike wb the fecke~.ulf fishter
assenbly plunl siltusled ot ievenlend, two «nd one~holi wiles (ro. the
ceater of cremen. “Wuls desion wes conslaered egmeciclly iortant,
since tle . fuctory here wis the psrenl producer of the F.=-190 single-
er-ine fi-hter. Iis vstingted production of €0 plunes per month was
believed to be 35 ner cent of all &=170T's produced.# In addition to
the 7. plant, there was glso a Jurliers 88 (Ju=80) zsserbly plant, znd a
Ju~77 components factory near—by.3

The mission was run off under somewhst adverse conditions, The
veuther wus hazy makine varget identificution difficult; the excellent
camouflage useu by the Germuns wdded to the problems of the bombardiers.
Furthermore, the flak wis of a concentration heretofore unknown. ..ccord-
ing to the Tactical Hesion Report b

The intensity of the flal was probably the .05t severe that hus

ever been experienced by this Ling, and the huge volume of smoke

that overhung the target arca while our later Groupgs were approach-

ing acted as a very real aeterrent, causing many members of combat

crews Lo feel that it would be an impossibility to fly in the zrea
without suffering damage.

#(eontd) was mounted, PCIUIRLAT came to mean «pecificully the wttack on
the G.F and its supporbing production centers. hen Col. C. .i. Young
of the Fifteenth [ir Force was asked to define FOINTILAY he replieds
FODBLLE i o code name to designate the fi~hter aircraft target
system. It includes al] fighter cireraft plants and ball bearing
factories." (Interview with Col. C. i. Young, 50/3, .!~2, 15th .7, 2 lay
194k in History, 15th 4iF.) .5 used in this study PCIUTEL.IL will refer
to abbacks on the Gerpan aircraft industries, and Luftwaffe bases.

#The T assenbly -t Bremen was noved to Marienburg, hub it is nob yet
clear whether or not this .ove had tuken vlace at the time of the
17 .pril raid. Later the British believed that it had already taken
place. However, when Goering was interrogated after being taken
prisoner, ne stated that the ipril raid had inflicted damage on F/
assenbly ab Breren. EG-13951 in .i-2 Library.
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Jlihourh only one plane appears to have been actually destroyed by flak,
42 others sustained butile dunare,

It had been expected that the Luftwalfe would rush to the defense
of such an lagortawnt target, «d such provea very much to be the case.
Combal crews estimated that some 150 eneny alreralt took the air against
the borbers, wund atbaciis began while the tormations were passing over
the frisian Islands, becosing more and wore intense as the target was
approached. To meet these attacks, the three elements of each combat
wing were flown in & vertical wedge with a permanent group leading,
and another permanent group slightly below and behind to obtain support
from the nose guns and ball turrets of the lead group. The 1024 Ying
managed to maintain a close formation of this bype and was able to
vresent such a wall of fire to approaching enemy fighters that most of
them were discouraged and fuiled to press home their strikes.” Unfor-
tunately, the 10lst "Wing failed to fly a tight formation and received
the brunt of the attacks. Jis a result, it sustained a heavy loss of
16 bombers. £l1 types of enemy aireraft were seen, bub most of the
abtbacis came from F.l-190ts and I'e~109's. Twineengine fighters did uot
attack directly but paced the formations at a disbance waiting to pounce
on stragglers.6

In spite of this violent opposition, 107 Fortresses, out of the 115
dispatched, managed to bowb the target with 531 x 1,000-1b. GP, and al-
though all the bombs fell to the right of the aiming point, the resulls
were considered satisfactory. Considersble damage to the cenbral and
east part of the assembly works was reported with heavy bomb concentra-

tions in this area. Buildinginhit included 2 hangar, the component

N

)
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erecting shop, an assembly shop or flight hangar, the firing range, a

palnt shop or inspectlon hangar, a boiler house, and a coal dump,
Mumerous fires were started.! approximately one-half of the factory
. was cestroyed. It was estimated that about 50 enemy aircraft were shot
down, with approximately 15 probables and 17 damaged.* Four squadrons
of Spitfires furnished withdrawal suvport, and a Typhoon squadron made
a diversionary sweep.s
Following the Brewen mission, attacks against GAF targets were
suspended for almost a month. In the neantime there was a considerable
increase in B-17's (from 198 o 33L with units),? and the P-47 fighter
became operational und went on its first bouber-escort mission 5 Muy 1943.
lowever, the VIIL Fighter Commend remszined relatively weak for some
months to cone; by July there were only 195 American fighter planes in
the theater, and the bulk of the escort work was borne by the rap, 10
Cperationally, liay was & much better ronth than spril. 4 total of
2,677 tons of bombs was dropped, as compared with 1,130 in the previous
month.ll Host of the tarpets were submarine bases and building yards
and Luftwafle installations. Some 11 of the objectives were specified
in the CBC Plan. &4 total of 380 enemy aircraft were listed as destroyed
of which VIII RBomber Commaud claims were 372-93-176.%2
The orly direct blow during the month against GAF bases occurred

on the 13th. Or this date, a force of 169 B-17's were dispatched against

. *#Claims cited can only be regarde. as approximations. Not only are the
figures suspected of being mumch too high, but there is also considerable
disagreement among various theater sources. Thus in the mission referred
to, the VIII Domber Command cleims o3 destroyed, 15 probably destroyed,
and 17 damaged, The Taetical lfission Report for this operation cites
N=17=10 as clazims.
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the Potez Aireraft Repair Depot at lieaulie ana the Fort Rouge and
Longuenesse airdromes at St. Cmer in the rfas e Calais area. The Potez
plant was currently enguged in fuselage mamufacture and repair works
for the Dornier 245 (Do-245) and evidently was considered an important
target for it Lad been raided three times previously. It was also less
than 200 miles distant from British bases. The mission was only pertly
successfnl, in spite of the faet that there was excellent fighter support
and practically no ogposition. The bombing at 5t. Cmer was poor, but at
Yeaulte there wore good concentrations on and around the target, and it
was believed thaeb consideralle damaze had been done to installations,
Four bombers were logt and 11 enemy fishters were claimed destroyed.l3
Cnce azain a long pause followad. Iost of the emphasis was now
being placed on submarine installations and it was not until 26 June
that the Eichth Alir Forece turned again to sirike directly at GiF air-
dromes. Tiie results were not too suceessful. Two hundred and forty-six
Fortresses were sent oub arainst targets in France, but ran into bad
weather and as a result 161 returned without dropping a borb. 4 4 small
force of 12 manuzed to drop 112 x 50u-1lb. GP bonbs on the airdrome at
Villacoubluy which was a repair, mainbenance, and assembly center for
Junkers and Caudron aireraft, and a few planes bombed Polssy airfield.
is a secondary effort, 39 heavy bombers attempted to boub the fleld at
Tricqueville. (n all these missions, the resulbts were negative.15 Two
. days later, a force of 43 planes dropped 688 x 300-lb. GP bombs on the
field at Beaumont-le-Rozer with a good concentration on the west dispersal
area. The next day 74 B-17's made whal was then considered a deep pene-—

tration to hit the Gnome et Rhone fero kngine lorks at Le lfans with poor

. ey
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results.lé This operation closed what must be considered a rather dis-
appointing month., Mthough the 532 bombers represented the largest
nunber of Armerican Liberators and Fflyin: Tortresses yet assembled in
the Unibted Eingdom, the June operations fell below the level of Yy,

The bomb load was some two hundred tons lower, and the clazirs were
less.l? Losses were relatively high, being 8,0 per cent of the total
bombers over the turget, while the capaseity of the Luftwaffe to produce
seexed wnaffected. The estimated production of the lle=109 znd the
Fi-190 reached a total of 770 for the wonth, and there was evidence

that July's output would be even higher.lS 4s long as this production
level could be maintained, the loss of 788 planes which the Eighth
claimed to have shot down in the seconu quarter of 1343 would not be
seriously folt.1? Ho dount this sitvation caused the aubthorities in
ashington serious concern, for early in June Ceneral irnold was presse—
ing Geneval Saker to ret more bombers into combat , <0 Howeven it was not
until July and August that the FOINTBLUK operations assumed the leading
role in the CBO,

July was an important month in the war against the Luftwaffe, al-
though the operations were handicapped by the transfer of three B-24
groups to another theater. This temporary loss will be co.:sidered in
detail farther on in the chapter. In addition, weather during the first
two weeks seriously inbterfered with the selection of high-priority
targets and forced the bosbers to concentrate on objectives nearer at
hand, 2L Nevertheless, in spile of this weather difficulty, the time
was well employed, for the Eighth unlesshed a series of vigorous attacks

against Luftwaffe bases and repair centers., The official $C0 report for

b
-
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July characterized these raids on lhe German fighter force on the ground
as "the first serious offensive of this kind to which he had been ex-
posed."22
On 4 July the first of these missions azainst GAF ground installa-
tions took place when Le fans was visited by 133 Lombers and the Heinkel
III repair and component plant at Fantes was abtacked by 61, Four planes
were lost over Le llans and three at Jantes; the total elaims for both
operations were 53-13-~22 eneay fighters.23 .eather prevented further
missions until 10 July when the Eighth struck again at airfields. Tlans
to attack the important repwir center at Villacoublay were forestalled
by & heavy overcast, but the lst ‘ling bombed Caen and Avbeville airdromes
with 31 and 3v plunes respectively. The results were classiiied as good.m*
Uneertain weather conditions again prevailed over the interior of the
Continent during the second week of July; consequently the mission planned
for the historic 14th was against more airfields. Zarly in {he morning,
101 bombers of the lst ling made the now familiar run to Villacoublay and
blasted the target with a lLeavy load oi 500 and 1,000-lb. G bombs. The
results were excellent. The aiming point was completely covered with
bursts and the target was demolished. Furthermore, a large number of
planes were destroyed in the hanpars. Snaller forces raided the ..miens/
(lissy end Le Bourget airfieldswith good results, although at the last
place persistent abtbtazcks by enemy fighters caused some overrunning of
the target. “lthough fully justified by resulls, this raid was more
costly Lhan the previous ones, ard it was evident that German opposition
was increasing. ZAirht borbers fziled to rebturn and the air batiles were

numerous and fierce as the high bomber claims of 65-35-51 indicated.?'B
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# new type of operation was carried out on the 16th when 36 B-26
bombers oi the newly organized VIIL iir Support Command assisted by
129 P~47's were dispatched in a sweep over occupied territory. This
was the first mission staged by the Marauders since their disastrous
operation against Ijuuiden on 17 May, and marked the beginning of a
long series of attacks on G.F airdromes as diversions to the deeper
penetrations of the heavy bom\oers.:26

With a slight improvement of weather conditions, the VIII Bomber
Command plamned deeper penetrations ol German territory for the 17th
and 25t.h,27 bub conditions were not completely favorable until the
28th, and beginning with that date, three important missions were
sent forth deep into Germany.

Mission ho. 78, 2d¢ July, wus especially directed against F.=190
production at Lassel and Cschersleben. Kassel was a high-priority
target ares wibth two important objectives for heavy-bomber attack.

Of prime iuportance was the Fiesler. aircraft .ssembly llorks at lialdau,
about three miles southeast of tune certer of kassel. This factory was
an iuaporbant producer of the Fil=190 and at the tine of the raid, it
was believed to be producing 50 aircraft permonth, or 22 per cent of
the total production of this type. Five miles scuthwest of the city
in the suburb of ilenbauns lay the Henschel :sero ZEngine Torks, an
important producer of the DB-60Ll and -605 engines used in the le~109,
. and Me-110 and -210 twin-engine fighters. The ocutput of the Henschel
factory was believed to account for 25 per cent of the total rroduction
of these important engines. The main target at Cschersleber. was the

Aro Mreraft ussembly ‘lorks situated on the outskirts of the town.
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Its production was approximately equal to Fiesler‘s.za Thus with good

luck, the VIII Bonber Commsnd might hope for the partial elimination of
Lk per cent oi Fi-190 production. )

Unfortunately, luck did not uttend the 78th mission. Althoug
carefully planned, things went wrong irom the start. The 4th .ing, which
was involved in an eluborzte feint toward the liel-Hamburg area Lo cause
the enemy controller to divide his fighters, became involved in naviga-
tional diffieulties ana came too close to the Danish peninsula, which
tresulted in an atback by enemy flzliters during the feint instead of
forcing [them] to lund and refuel as they have aons in the past."29 The
weather deteriorated as the mission proceeded and of the impressive force
of 302 bousbers dispatched, only 77 were able to boub the ta.rge‘bSBG
assigned, and 17 struck opportunity targets in northwest Cermany. The
rosults at Lassel were fair. There was a heavy concentrabion of hits
on workers' living quarters at the Fiesler plant, and another burst in
the corner of the Spinnfaser Textile 111l, TFlak was inbense, and of
the seven borbers lost over this target, three were so des;‘i;rcyecl.31
Oschersleben was atbtacked by 28 B-17's of the 2d “ling, dropping 500-lb.
G~ and incendiary bombs. Albhoughk smoke and clouds obseured the alming
point, many hits landed in the target area and several buildings were
destroyed. Flair was wmuch lighter here, but enemy Iighter orsosition
was correspondingly nore intense and 15 of the Forts were Gestroyed.

Tne tobal loss of 22 bombers maae this one of the most costly raids to
date.2® Three bombers were hLit and destroyed by alr-to-air bombing=-

& device often tried by the Germans bub usually ineifective. This

raid was one oir the few occasions where it appeusrs to have worked.

- - % e
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Total claims of 86-33-566, even though unduly high, indicate that the
Forts gave a good account of themselves, and the fact that two more
heavy missions were ilmmediately prepared indicates that morale had not
suffered.>

The followins day, & force of 95 bombers borved hiel, 44 atbacked
targets of omvortunity, and 54 hit Yarnemunde as a diversion for the
other forces. The tarcet ab "Jarnemunde was the Ernest Heinkel .irframe
Factory, and it received a severe bombing. Direct hits were scored on
most of the main bullaings ineluding workshops, storage buildings,
assenbly plants, offices, and boiler shops. A final estimate of damage
made on 4 hugust showed that 18 out of the 27 buildings had been hit
end 12 could be counted as destroyed or severely cle;\mpsa,,g:ad..31*L This
achievement of the A4th Wing ab larnemunde showed what could be accom-
plished under favorable conditions with daylight precision vobing.

The last mission of the month was run off on the 30th. A force of
186 airecraft from the lst and Lth Vjings toock off for a second mission
against the Fiesler plant at Kassel, Tuis raid proved to be more
successful. than the previous mission of 228 July; 131 bombers resached
the objective and the bombing was rood. The lst ling serdously damazed
two bhuildinzs and set off a violent exclosion causinz & column of smoke
%o rise 4,000 feet iun the air. In addition to hitting the Focke~iludlf
assembly, bursts londed on the installaitions of the Spinnfaser Textile

1411, the Feka Factory (special machine tools), the Bahr Ludwig Paper

Factory, and the Salzmon Factory (linen, sailcloth, and cotbon weawing).ss

Estimuate of the damare caused by the Ath Wing was difficulf because of

the intense smoke over the target, bub Lits were seen on a component
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erecting shop and a machine shop, while & storage building was gutted
and the blast effect wus noticeuble over the entire area. . total of
260 x 500-1b. G2 boubs and w02 incendiaries v a1s releasea over the
objectives. Perhaps owing to a deep penetration by P-47's to cover the
withdrawal froa the area, losses were no more than expected. Twelve
bombers went down and claims of 42=13~32 were mauc.

Although Cerman single-engine fighter production reportedly reached
810 planes per month in July, the beginning of this second phase of the
CBO marked the first time a really concentrated effort was made to reduce
fermon aireraft expansion.% During the next month, the output of Focke-
Wulf aud "esserschmitt fighters was to fall to 665, Justifying the con-
clusion that "the major effect of the Voubing program has been not so
mach to force production below nrevious levels as to halt in its tracks
an imuense Iighter aircruft expunsion progranm, n37 In addition, the
Fighter and Bomber Commands listed in their records 575 enery planes as
shot down during the month. Despite u serious shortage of heavy bombers
and the crews to man them,* operations showed a great increase over June.
The bomb load of 4,103 tons on enemy turgets was delivered in 1,0l5
sorties at a cost of 113 planes, or a 7.3 per cent loss out of planes
reaching the objectives.38

Tre first nission of august against German fighter production was
remarkable for two reasons: it was a mission against & new target, and
it was not conducted by the Eighth _ir Force., The story of operation

JUGGIER on 13 Asugust brings the Minth ilr Foree into PUINTBLATK missions

#*Baring July 1943 there sere 670 heavy bombers with units in the theater
and a total of o3l crews, including r_:asuals_. ._’:’:_t‘a:tisticail santrol.
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ror the Jirst itilie, and Jlse murks the first ottick on the rreat esser-
sehmitt eonrnlex ot “lener leusbudb Just scuth or Vierra.

The winth ned been enpa.ed in the L orth african campaign und hud
then token gart in the sieillion invusion. For this cempaign, the two
E-2h roups which constibuted its hewvy vonbarduent force were «uguented
by the 93a, A4th, une 389th Grougs (3-24) rrou the VIII Ecwber Jomwnand.
Tregse rive gcroups parbleipsted in the LUSKY operctions until 19 culy
when they were diverted Lo urepzre ropr ILDAL aVi, l.e., the <tiuck cn
the Ploesti oilfields.>? Ihis funous mission was carried oub on 1 auzust
wnd imveditely afterwsards the tas foree wus ordered to prepare for a
coordinated abtack with the Sirtdh [ir Foree on Terersburz anc lerer
['eusbudb .I*O

This mission, known by the code nane of JUZGLIL, had been planned
for so e tire. GCSehind the nlunniar lay bhe ~rowin~ concern of %ribish
and Jrerlcen subhoribies b the ceontinues exnansion of tie Luftwnffe's
fistter strenzth in tae kst, nd « desire to strike ot important
centers ol the air industry such .5 esensburs ond lJdener eustodh which
vere sbill unzecuaninitew witi werlewn precision borbing. Furiher ore,
both Gener.l .irnold wrd Lb. Den. Jorl Spactz, comenser of the U. 3. .y
.ir Forces in bhe north .arican Tueater of zerstions (0 .40), were wodious
16 bo & Gerian indusiry sro. other beses than those iu the United Lingsdem.
Sobh ol Tue. hat feld for sc.e tile thot overibicns fron lediterrancan
buues wielnst wreas of the aelcl. out of resje of tre VIII .ober Corrand
were desirable ond logical.l*l Since wosb of the zttacks on «dreruft
fsctories had been directed o ‘winst Focke~ ull centers, it was tine To

turn to bthe rreat lessersclurdtt cowplexes widch had rownced wn ezblated

= ] -
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570 le=l(9¥fs in July.l+2 8 oririnully nlanned, JUNILIR was a simultaneous
abtback on two centers: tle Eighth was to asszult Regensburg at the same
Tire as Lhe TIDALLAVI task force, or what was left of it s Was striking
north from the IL.TC Lt "Jener leustudbt. For = while biere was soma
chance that (UTGLIR might be riven o bisker vriority thun TID L33
but since both !larshall and Jrnold were cgyosed,‘u‘* it was finully decided
to mount tre ~loesti nission first, and run off the co bined abback s
S00n as repalrs hizu been agmee and tie crews Lad been rested.,

a8 previously inuleatea, tre Rumaniun objectives were atteckew on
L iugust ano thereuven JUGHLIR was set for 7 au_ust. Lowever s Weuther
conditions uver .urthwestern Jurope interfered with the Zichtht's attack
on fiecensburg, and alter severdl vostroreients it was uweelusd to rive
up the idea o¥ & courdinated atbuck anu o allow elither foree to stare
its .uission as soon ue conditious were favorable.%? .s u result the
I'iath cerried out its assismrent on $he 13th, four days ocefore tle
eirhth was 2ble bo move. b 7 o'clock in tle aorning, 114 B=2i's led
by Brig. Zeu. -~ ', Tinberleke took off from the liinbh's .irican bases
énd started on the lewr, 1,200«:ile trio o austrin b0 In soite ol twe
exbra bow By tenis in each Literztor, tre forrztions would rot be .ble
to return to tledr ho e bawzs, vat wers to lorma ot Tundsian fields for
rreliainary interror.tlors ww rex’ueliraf:.z‘?

Jdbtoush o larpe number of tle Loubers zuorted--32 returned to
threir cases beiore recchin~ ihe tur et .od 21 others foilel Lo bo b for
reehandced o1 other reusons--the ol Liver.tors thot resched iener
teust.at ~.ve ¢ _ood wesoandt ol the melves A e Jdewor Jsusbudl oire
frae works, tie Stegr-lolulere uch Juctory (enr-ineerin~), anu the

N
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Uenschel & Sonn Flunt ( ieuvy en-ineerins) were well covared wibi: vursis.
nly one vonger wWas lost crd two ene - plines vere ziob dovme o ploto
recoisissanse made on Lo Juowst revealed Llie exteat of Lhe irnjuries
done to the nslullslloss. & the Jlerer “enstooat worl.s two usse bly
shons oul ol foar were bodly dassed, severdl clbores ouwlldin-s were it
i sne larre Ul b henrar s dgsitroyad.  WJAUhoumn b was bhree duys
water Lie sbbasl, <woul 2 Cestroved or donc-ed airsr.all wWere sesn on
bie rrounde b bre Loyr-ladmler- uch Cuebors W1 the Lur o builain-s
En0.s0d Liba, Lic canlrll roup oy auchine shosw wod tle cower stoblon
bodn.y Lhe nost severely cifected. Junyr of bke Lullaein-s shoued exteaslve
ool taaics 20 & of The ooaus 1Assed Liw ensclel rlant wad fell into

near-iy fislas, oot one loar stores buildin

v received o direct hit, wna
w WOTASLG) WuS fue—t.drd vostro; cdo &7 wbhoush tue origicul estinste
hab 1e-10y prounction ut Jlener esustact hau veea eub 50 oscr cont row
sce.us w libble bl b, there i wo weilh tuwt coaslueruole uui bge vias
indlicted on « ouplex that bod dwdlherto beswn Lirume Uron atf.uc:::;.i‘o
beeause of this, .l bocause it wna Lhe [irst suratesle oission into the
dedeh frow tre ' eniferrancan, operctlon JUTILLY may oo considered o
Ldgboryw=zlioe event un tle wavelomreub of Lo _reat «lr offensive oaioch
tha Lultwufie,

t3le tle crenardbic s for UL usre underwnar, bie flhbh es
witine for elearing e bber. On 12 o uce, condiblons had rermitted o
reid oo Jubr tor eles, wub 10 wos rob umlll b 170 that 4 recdly ceer

-

VILL .o mer loolwand hoed o

)

Jdetraticn e rossicle.  duorerorc, T
grnbent Lbeeld Witk ciord rons arodinsl sirflelds closc bo Lig b unnel

consh oo Wb AL Lod 1nti.
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On the first operwvion, 327 ba.bers vere disputelied to attack rhe
GuF busec <t Vlissingen, rolx, .Jwiens, . erville, Lille, ard Vitry, while
the DLF und B=26's of tie VIII .ir 3upport Co.mand carried out diversion-
oty felnts. Caly 2 boubers vere lost. The resulis of the bowbing at
Vlissinzen, Lille, and Foix were only fair, but wer: more successful else-
where.5l at Ludens the eatire cirfield wus blustiebed with barsis, and
hits were scorsd on hangurs, workshons, burracks, and a rumwsy. The
enbire northecst dispersal ares waes well covered wiitlh fre-uentuation bouibs,
Zuully satisfectory bobine tock nlice ot Terville and vitry.52

One interestin- feature of this :lssion wus un eluborate double
feint whien w.o e-rried out by the 4th "dnz. [reviously, the Pormutions
would mw.e o diversion up the Jhesnel towerd ihe eneny coust unu then
proceed to thLe turset. DLecoudng wware of tids trick, the enemy had formed
the habit of holdiar back Lls fighters and only releusiny thew wlea the
voders laaue bi.eir second turn toward the cosst. Thereiore, on tils
wission, it was detemiined thet tle 4bh Jing shoulu iuke two threuts to-
werd the enewy co.st vefore beginning the uckuul penebtrution of the
eneny aire. Tnis plan vorsed successfully. b the secwnd feint, the G5
reacted visorously and soue 70 fLishbters toox to the wir. Ilowever, they
wusted thelr gasoline rusidng cut to meet the 4th \inv, wxd by the tiue
the real venebribion was talking nlace, the Cermin fishiters were on the
sround refueling. The fighter escort wus wnusually effeciive on this
operution ansd won sreelsl oraise from Eri~. Gen. frederiek L. ndersen,
dr., cormander of the Zischth'sz tolers.”S .notlLer new technique used
on this simmilicant mission w.s t.e erployrent of fragmentation and
lirkit G boribs 4 the best eobination ror infliekbineg the mostimun

-,

destruction on an Jirdrowe. iis hud been trled LY Leneral Spaubtz with

3]
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considerable success in the Lediterranean theater, ara was found to
worlt equally well in norbhwest ﬁurope.Sh
The next day the attuck on airfields was continued. The lst Ving
wert to Ie Bourget and bombed with very good results, some 600 bursts
postholing the landing field and causi. g severe danage to repair shops,
hangars, ad«daistration buildings, and barracks. The results of the
Ltk ling's attack on Poix and .ibbeville/Orucuat airdromes were ccnsidered
fair. Soth targets were attacked by a btobal of 236 bLombers dropeing
397.35 tons. Cnly L bombers were lost and elainms of 29-3-11 were made , 92
The bulld=vp of fighter strength in the thezber to 298 F)7's with 586
crews was beglhning to make possible « more effective escort, Comaenting
on this mission, Ceneral .nderson wrote 0
It is fell that tids operwiion is an excellent exanple of fighterw
bomber coordinztion. The lst .ing penetrated enewy territory
through an area which is very heavily defended by fighters and re-
ported only 59 encounters, with the loss of one z/c to enemy
fighters. This number of encounters is guite low and it is evi-
dent that tue fighter escort of P-47's was effective,
By this time, tke weather had improved to the extent that a deep

penetration could be abttempted, and consequently the Eighth planned to

carry out the mission against Regensburg widch had originally been &

I P N
part of the JUGGLYR plan. Since the distance was greab, the 4th lir
s i

Division assigned to the Resensburg attack was to continue acress the

lediterranean and land at bases in North Africa. it the same time, the

i ¢
S I L

1st Air-Division was to attack the relatively closer target of 3chwein-

furt, the center of Cermun ball-btearing manufacture. Three-—combat wings

were assigned to the first tasi: force, and iwo were assigned to the
second.”! To be able to mount major atbacks against two iaportent,
heavily defended targebs in the same day marked a milestone in the

Y o |
an C i
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history of the Highth iir force. Nothing like this had been done before,
and to carry out this double ~lssion strained the Bomber Command to the
limit of ibs rescurces. Out of the 613 Bul7's and the 555 crews in the
theater,* 376 Flying Fortresses took the air on the morning of the 17th, 8
4 heavier commitment could have hardly heen made.

Xealizing that this double attack would probably couse a creat air
battle, General .Anderseon and his staff laid their plans carefully. No
less than 18 squadrons of Thunderbolts from the VIII Fighlter Command and
10 sguadrons of RAF Jyitfires were to provide penetrabion support for the
formaztions and withdrawal cover for the lst Di;i;ion's boubers. Diver-
slonary attacks were to be mude by the mediwn bombers of the VIII .50
cn Bryas/Sud and boix airfields, and RAF Typhoon bombers were Lo hit the
airfields at roix, Lille/Vendeville, aid woensdrecht in order to hold
down the Cerman fighters in this area.”?

It hau been originally ordered that the divisions should be dise
patched 10 minutes apart, but as the time for depaurture drew near, the
unstable weather made this arrangement impossible, It was then decilded
to let the Schweinfurt task force take the alr three and one-~half hours
later than the formations headed for Regensburg und thus give the fighter
escort ample time to land, refuel, and get into the air asain for the
second i‘orce.60 Unsatisfactory as this arrangement may now seem, 1t
mast be remembered that bad weather had dozged the Eighth for sore time,
and on the 17th conditions along the entire route as well as over the

targebs were the best that had been Iorecast for two weeks, Dangerous

#Tt will be remembered that all but 10 of the Sighthts effective B-2i's
were still in the ‘editerranean arez following TIDALUAYE and JUGCGLER.

L]
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as it wsas bo dispateh the two task forees sepzrately, it would have
been more dangercus to sena them without escort, wnd the growing im-
portance ol bie two tarzets did nob permit an extended delay.bl

The mission took place against intense oprosition. Frox .ntwerp
to the ~lps the sguadrons were unaer aliost constant attack from about
200 German fighters wrewn from all parts oi the hedch, one group coming
indo the iray as lest as anolher was withdrawn. eur Regensburg, twine
enrine [ighters with desert carouflage were seen, while some fighiers
were called in from Holland to the Rbineland and every tyve of fighter
the GaF possessed was thrown into the struggle. as the battle progressed
and the bomber formsaticns plowed deeper and deeper into Germany, the
tension among the German fighter pilots wounted, Allied listeners inter-
cepbing Germon radio sigmals heard a strangg nedley of warnings, excla-
wations, and imprecations. 3Dalls of “closeipp," Wlook out," "formation
coming up behind," #figaters to starboard” p&sseq rapidly back and
forth among the Cermun planes.62 ab 1635 hours, when the Thunderbolts
and Spitfires eatered the melee to cover the rebiring lst Di;iaion,
the combab reached ibs neight. OClaims of strikes and kills were heurd
over the fGer.wn radio, minsled with cries of Y'yurachute,' 'ha, down
you g0 you aog,' und after almost half an hour's coubat, a final suasp
"Herr Gott Sakramant.'v®3 By 1700 it was over.

The bombing was successful, vub ut the heaviest cost the Eighth
Mr force had sutfered. Out oi the 30G2 boasbers which atbackeu the
targets, v0 were shot down--a loss of 19 per cent of the attacking force;
36 had gone down «bt Schweinfurt and 24 at Regensburg.éh However, the

damage inflicted had been great. .t chweinfurt, the three reller-
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bearing fuctories were hit several tiries. In the Hugelfischer lerke,
four larpe machine shors znd 2 storage building were partly destroyed
and an office building was rutted. it the Vereiniote Husellacer
Fabriken ‘lerke I, one unidentified building was severely damaged, and
ut “jerke II some machine shops were badly injured.65 it degensburg,
the results were even better. .ithin the tarpet areu (2 installations
were damagea and the number seriously damaged or destroyed came to
13 wiorkshops, 5 office bulldings, 19 unidentified structures, and 17
othiers, lncluding a rinel assembly siiop, a gun~testing range, 3 light-
metals bullal gs, a hangar for engine installstions, and 10 living
quarters. Hecormaissance photos showed 51 single=enzine aircraft on
the field of which 37 were probably cestroyed or damaged.66 Total
claims for destroyed, probably destroyed, and damaged aircraft were
salt at the very high figures of 290-32-99, Zven assuminre that these
are probably extreme, there can be litile doubt that the Inftwaffe paid
a steep price for the afternoonts entertainment.67

4fter this great effort, the VIIT Borker Cormand reluxed while
rissions were carried out against Luftwafie airfields und ground ine
stallations., & mission against Dubch and Tel-ian fields on the 19th
wus badly hampered by weather and umounted to 1ittle.68 On the 24th,
Villacoublay was attacked will excellent results, and Fordeaux, “vreux,
and Conches were nit less successfully. The abtack on Bordeaux was
made by the units of the lepensburg tasw foree wio were retwminz from
their shuttle trip to lorth Africqa; a cloud over the city nrevented
sccurabe use of the bonbsigiths anu the resulbs were only rair.d? Three

days later the lst Bividion semt 224 aireraft to «ttack the asronautical

racilities station abt .latten, France. althouzh 37 planes failed to bemb,
o g e TR~ Y 2 W
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the resulis were cousidered excellent. (mly four bombers were lost.70
Un the last dey ol the month, finding primary and seconaary targets
covered by cloua, a force of 106 bouzbers assalled the aulens udrdrome
as a barget of opgortunity. fThe results were excellent. Five dense
concentrations covered the target with hits on all the main installa-
tions, wnd sure bursts on a railroad marshalling yard near the airfield.7l

In the war against the Luftwaffe, jugust must ve rezarded &s one
of the more sucecessful months. .ilthough the bonb tonnaze was a little
lower than July's, this was overshsdowed by the fact that the Air
linistry esbimubtes showed a considerable droo in GaF production, In-
stead of advancing still further toward the 1,000-plane-a-month goal,
the output of lesserschmitt and Focke~.ulf firhters fell froa a high
of 810 to 665 during iugust., For the first time since the 30 was
initisted, 'e=109 centers were usttacked successfully, and the production
of this fighter was cut fron 570 to 435 during the month. < In spite
of keuvy casualties on the Zegensburg=3chweinfurt operation, total
losses for /mzust were slightly less than July, aropping froa 7.3 to 7.0
per cent ol the planes actually afris:.e-.c:k:’mg.'?'3

Ilie operations against airfields aurinz the last week of August
were connecbed with an elsborate plan kuown 4s operation ST.ZITY,. This
was a cotbined overation desiemed to force the Lufbwaffe to commit a
lurge purt of its forces to battles of atirition, so that the meximmum
nomver of enery planes could be destroyed in the oir and on the ground.
The core of the GAF oprosition to the daylight raids was the some &80
fichters stutioned in northwest Germany and Hollend, and approximately

170 fighters based around Iille, reoix, and the peaumont-le-Soger/Evreux

CEP IO NS
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nexus fariher south.’# The boabiug of these fields in July and lwuzush
had had & tendency to force the Luftwafi‘e baeck from the coast, and the
fields at Amiens, ibbeville, anu Courtral may have besn evacuuted be-
fore the commencement of ST/RIAY.!” . ib any rete, it was hoped that the
elaborate maneuvers planned as a nurt of the operation would force the
G..F "o stiex its neck oul® and endable the Allies to win the air
superiorlty so iaporbunt to furdher lond and air novesents agwinst the
vontinent.

The vlan wes uiviaed into 3 phases: (1) the preliwuinary chase from
16 to &4 august, (2) the preperatory phase, 25 nugust Lo 8 Sepbenver, and
(3) & culiinating phase on 8-9 Segteuber, when with the cooperution of
naval units, an actusl invesion ol the Continent woula be siaulated from
British ports.76 It was belisved that this ruse would bring on a large-
scale air battle., The organigzation responsible for Rif partieipabion in
ST.AZY was lio. 11 Croup, which was strongly reinforced by sguadrons from
Kus. 10, 12, anu 13 Groups' being ebsorbed into the [lo. 11 Group Jector.,
sAso temnorory oserabionud caatrol of s-wadrons from 33 and 34 Groups
vas given to No. 113 mediwa botbers (Yo. 2 Group) and the Coastal
Command's sntishipping Beaufichters were likewlse assirned to the air
command for the ogerution. For D-day, additional reinforcements were to
coe frow lfos. 10 amsl 12 f‘}rou;:s.'?'? The \LF porticipotion was largely
limited to the rediuwa bowbers of the JIII 'O, with wiiatever assisbtunce
the strict prioribties of ihe VILI Zomber Joumand :nd the weather would
perait it to vender.’® s it Luter turned out , weather wus fur more
of & problea than srlorities or the Luitwaiie,

During the grelininury ghase, action cemtered lurgely ajsinst the

- - e e @
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enery alrfields. a4 votal of 21 bbucks was ede cuu 45 enewsy alrerult
destroyed at a cost of 23. The enemy reuction to the ogeanly,, puase of
STAREY wus caublous, and vad westher sloweuw down the termo of ablacks.
. Durlng the blz orerstion zoal st lerensburg and Schwelinfurt, the 3TLR.J
tagk forces ran ulversiozary rulds acuinst Luftwarfe bases, as previcusly
noted, any shot down 13 ‘ertun slanes for « loss or three. .11l towether,
: 6,003 fisbber cad bonver sorties were flown durin- the rine doys thut this
chase lasted.’?
The nrenzretory rhass wiien berzn 25 iugust was irtended to sneed
un operctlons with blows wouwinet olrrields, iudustrizl torgets, and
milit e insti3letbions in aru related bo the s de czlais zres.  Howe
gver,b ¢ weoller seriously lnlerfered. of the 42 operdlions vlanned,
L4 were cinccled cubright, 1l wboandoned, wa 3 cerlously curtuailed,
leavinsg ouly 15 widoh were rlowm us plunrsed.eo 5 daebually carried out,
the prepratory vhose wes divided into Lo subpepiods: (1) ifrom 25 .u=
gost bo 3 e beaber; cud (2) fro. 4 to 3 oujtenber. Juring the Clrest
savgeriod, ZJ atbacks vere made on <ivryields, wilh the rewviesl blous
Lein ; struci. a winst cezw.ont-le-io rer, qdricoueville, .oix, and ..dens,
Jinece photo recommalss.wnce revecled tint the eneay was busing fishters
at tembrai, Teauvais, ard Lille/iioxd, the last iwe vere sttacked.5t
Toward the lotber rort of tiis wheose bhe hewvy o Lers of the VILL
Zodoer Goownd coobrilubted to Lie slen by atbacking the Llelds al Jenalin
. wnd  srdyes on 2 Jenbember, nd the folloving day oy visitine St, .ndre
de 1! ure, svraux, ouwllly-sur-Zeine, ‘enlan~les-uresux, ud OJlen e,
.15 last Lodker sween or wiriilelds uus .. cwisluerdble ission involvine

293 bodbers dee sl 2,730 w 500-lb. 3 bodbo.,  dne nlunes wers lost
st PRI s 7 5
el DTy

— 3 om oo v
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Lo elulas wers relatively i m LE Ry paly Ju-5-17%, fo re.cllon of
Ta@ Tkt SuaBhludel TO ML Swablous, to sey tie e ot 9%

seninniig ikt the 4bh, wee wephitels of Bhe Lo.sors wes shifted to
narstadllily yuwras voich LA e ke wreudced to wifect lle svea ol tle
saposed luadi o, Lo blds da Lo s GGG G osli kb teaseney to
recel .o loob 1o plenes a8 w result.  Ib wws Lalicves tiubt tue Zexaans
bt used loa =vwie pevsars ror lu,ie: mines in bhe Juwgvel ou toe adiht
oL Z-h 3u_terler, wnd lden e Jo, g1 Lwl csiunelsa v ine eWesp, this
reoguced o Ser ki (e rezonnclssonce--the Jdrsh oac curried sub wuring

o

STL T.E3 ith svercust ecsdibloss w iar Lhe Lovbine of Seruany
uhefioull, o arb of « fomodlion ol forirestss cwme €2 wie asslstouse
of the Tl .Y arcenbions .od v Toa bie aiefielus oL Jloo.e/St. .wbin,
Seuches, 0 o elewns/Trelcy on o legte wer. cecuuse ol clouus, Lhe
resilis were wiobzerved., Uoe nett e thweee oaeridions were rum oif

oGl st U Dpusselo/overs oirer.it cecol, the cer ren/ Umawe sieficld,

win s waroaablesl sbobien b bhon.
feamadile, duric severdl weehs prior to e flvad shese of PR S
lar ns Lutled 01 w005 Lot woen wovid inve tie soculleust cowbies una
cobop braus.ort venieles aad wallziver.ft jersunel Lejun to wase .ol
Gl wSEulll crelt desi_ocu to siadote the fopdorelewd formations or
Gl hrVeil. sfeFe  oShween woalaobon W be fLones stbaury loree
sdours of eohilis ofondl B oty Sor Wl verdods anclorcles wnd sorts. s
e lest Lhase Be ., Rio nodr pesble s ez Lo sllente €SP topo-
roroe Suns o o Smench eoent widieh Ao Live ELpoix vne sropossd
uierotica inte 20 sideruile oz wrd; eoosequeltly, dur oad . U1 oLbers

ol cedien, Lo wers wore ho roverolize trese san sositions.  JAtkoush
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tie lact riuse wug to shurt curias tie nibb of Y. e doker, wetler

-

4.

<L
forecd o rostoonc.2.b wbil bhe nl Ut of =32,

*
&

¢ Tlest ubtuchs o Le £zl o

B

T wss Lore rode b bouwecrs o sinst
seven bLuatbery rositicus wbile tio firtier~borbors obboored teuch defenses
la trhe losyuslet Lreu. These obtoieclis were succe.ssiul and were almost uri-
on oacds b hout OFU0 homs, ke cavel wesandl force, under cn wubrella
of olones, ot cub U'roe. Dunensos od swe b doun tle J.rrel toulurd Ie
1cuquet.86 aoub L bour luter, the Ji-nth Ar Force unleasied . heavy
gl altmecus bhucn radnst tire coven aeinelpsd cirdrenss in northuest
irurce.  Llvnty-seven boubers were cent woodrnst cawmond-sur-Clse, 63
to Zewuvals/rille, 37 Lo Lillefiora, 5u to Lille/Velueviile, 345 tu 3t.
Caer, LJ o Lbbeville/irdest, <l Su to jutry-en~.ritols, macing o total
of 377 uwobers. Luly two were Lozt aud since t.e Lultwafife's ougosition
was 1itb, clains were only Le=Zey,57 ..ile this Was going on, the
eouvoy rroceeded wowWn the Joermmnel tlll G300 wen the Sosbons laid a
smoke screen wad under cover of Lhis, the fleet turned abeut snd lunded
ol Dunrceness newnr 100, Tre enewy air reaction oo the navel naneuvers
s nil, 7

In swwaine ui che resulis of tiis lonc, curelfully vlanned ogerabion,
tte officicl rerort mde it guite clear thut all abtbepts &b dese_tion
Tad falled. The enery wus never deceived into thiriing that a serious
landing was stiempted, wnd conseruently nade no atterint to use hils
firhbers aoningt our Lind or seu oper:bions. Cnce azein it ves nade
clesr thut only dee: renebr.tlions to vitsl industpi:l turgets vould

bring the Tuftw.ife out in force. .lehourh tig feprmans ¢id reinforce

tleir fizhters in o Zeauvuals «nd Lille crecs, these moosures were

- =

\ _f ly ‘ lkk
L LU Sy
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mainly precautionsry wnd did wob cause any fundemental change in their
fingd
aisposition of ficshbers. In tre vords of the [inal regort:®?
+ » « it i beyond the scope of Lals “evorl bto consider the
reusons why the cone:y awrecisted thul & rull scale lunding
was not intended. It is suggested, hovicver, thet this ey
have been due eliber to has havinry hud inforawblon that the
extent of the rvy parbicipabtion in tids vperalion amounted
to little rore than an Jdministrative Zzercise . . . or else
to 5 firm conviction that there could ve no serious threat
of invasioa from this Country &t tle oresent tire. The
enery's almost complzte luck of overland Decomnaissance, both

prior to wnd durinc this Coeruiion leads colour to eilther of
these hypotheses.

In the vernacular, 3T.A.5Y waus « Ilob.

wfter a vause of o week, Lhe offensive «ruinst Terwan airfields
wos resumes, (n ithe 15th four tusic forces were disvatched to sbiack
Ger.in Lnuustricl turcets in Fronce and certuin airdromes. Ilinety-
three bozbers of the lstzglvisicn struck &t the .irercft storaze and
repuir depot ot Romilly-sur-3eine with excellent results, wnd the 2d "'
Jivision bonbed the Churires wirdield as o last-resort target.gg ihe
following ey £295 bombers were uisyabched in a sweep of targebs Ifrom
Eritlany to the Buy of Hiseay. .mong the objectives were the Lantes/
Chatean Jougon airfield and G.F instellations at La Rochelle/Laleu and
Cognac/Chetewukernurd. Clalus were Lh=5-13 at « cost of 11 heavy

bombers.9l

~gain on the 23d the Forts were out, this time aruinst
certzin Breten ziefields, Vannes/‘eucon was bombed by 55 plunes, Lerlin/
Bustard by 53, with good results for both raids, and Rennes/5t. Jaccues
was hit by 19 with only fair results.”’® Tne last counter-zir force
operction of Lhe month tcok nlace on the 20th vhen 40 kombers blenketed

the Peims/Champagne airfield with II. and IB, cuusing much ddmage.gg

Serlenber wus a month of greatly iuerezsed operztiens. .. tot.i of
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2,095 bomber sorties reached their tarvets for the relalively low loss
of 4.7 per ceut of the cttacking planes. PBomb tonnapge reiched a new
high of 5,743 tons for the monti. Cn the other hind, claims were con-
siderably lower, 303 destroyed, «s compared with L57 for the previous
month, 9% This is probubly becanuse so many of the missions were agsinst
coestal «irfields which were relutively undefendeu, It is also probable
that the Luitwafre was beginning to follow « policy of conservabion of
fighters, us inaicsted in the reactlon to ST.IULY, and did not wish to
comit its forces to battle unless the stakes were high.

at the same time, « rood many of thLe misslons of September were
relatively small affairs; yet the build-up of strength in the theater
was greater than ever before.® This nroblem seems to have troubled
Gereral srniold, for on 25 Septemver he cabled Gen. Ira G, Zaker,
commander of the Zighth .ir Force,that "we obviously must send the
maximum number of airplenes acuwinst targebs within Cermany. 1 know you
will arree that the minimum nusber must be kept on the ground at our
bases or in reserve." Fe went on to say that he was under constunt
pressure to explain why we did not use massive flights of pleanes since
we now Lad enoush to pub 500 in the air.95 ;nd the next day, irnold
agein cabled hir to =et the fucts about German tireraft production,
especiully the effects of the lwaust bombin:;s.gé

Ceneral Zaker's reply wus resssuring. lie believed that the Cexian
sinrle-engine plane producbion had been maberially reduced by the

Zighth's raids and stated that Yan educated guess indicates turther

#Trere were T4y heuvy boubers with 871 crews, anu 422 righters with 869
crews. Statistical Control.
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reduckion in 1'e=109 production for September.'?! e thought thut shifts
in locstion rlus tle witldrawal of olanes from the Sustera front misnt
offzet the destrucktion or ihe older plants., .= inereasse of sirensth
waS Drobably to be exwected in the !editerrsnean aree., but be believed
tlob the rew units would be made uo of rreen creWS.98 4 few days later,
after o ruid of 2 Cotoker on 2nden with excentionally 1icht losses, he
was uble to cuble Cenerxl .rrold thit the weulk Cernon fithter abtacks
on cur formations were due to o shortume of sinsle-engine fighters
c=used by our wtbucks on Germ.n firhter fuctories,??

‘the Loddent reid wus soon followed on 4 Octouer by .n extensive
mission involving four tuask rorces uade up of 3ul bombers. (ne Vormu-
tion of 33 o=171, attacked lhe St. Dizier/Zobinson awirfield as a last—
resort target, but little damoze was donc. Sovberes froa the lst
Division atbuc<ed the Vereinighe Deutsche letall .erke ot Frankfort.
This plart uproduaced more than 50 per cert of the —wetel propellers used
by G.F fislters, reconnalssance planes, and borbers. o pholo recon-
rnaissance tuken a fsw hours after bthe raid showed the plant still
burninz, nne between one~half and one-third destroyed. i Tris aission
markes tre Jebut of the B-24I1 bomber which, according to Cenerul Zsker,

n10L ¥rom all thre

moave o good account of itself in its first conbat.

forces abtacking, 16 heavy voubers were lost, The prelitinary cladims

wers 56-21;--22,102 but these were loter re—evoluabed and beecame 87-2h-L7 .103
. Cn tie BBl the heoviest uttack ur to that time was curried oub

against Germany. Powr sir task forces, invelving 399 Forbresses und

tiber.bors went out zruinst verious tarmels. C(ne Torce of 53 D=17's

4 - AP T
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dropped 180 x 50U-lb, GF and 720 x 1C0~lb. IB bombs on the «eser alrfrare
(Fo) plant ot Sremen. Unfortunstely Lue bombing was wot good on tils
occasion. The strike clotos showed two possible Libs with wost of the
boubs falling outsiue the turget area, (lulws for all the tasx forces
reached the very hiczh figure of 167=32-15 for tue heavy loss of 30
Lowbers., However, aa Raf rald in the sase area that night sustained a
loss of ihree boitsers, shoulng the value of cooperative aissions, Ok

The story ol vhe 113th operution on 9 Cctober is tersely and nestly
sumted up in the larrative of Gperations:105

Five air tusk forces of Fortresses and Liberators made the deepest

penetration into Cermeny since the beginning of operations by VIIL

Bomber Oommand to successfully attach immortant naval and industrial

targets in eustern Germany. Bombing results were excellent . . . &

ii heavy bombers failed to return and claims acainst e/a are 122-29-
The lst Division sent 115 B-17's to boab thie Arado plant ab jnklom, o
mujor producer of F.-19J component parts which were asserbled &t Tubtow.
Tre results were excellent i.. spite of the loss of 1I of the big planes.
Concentrubions of Il und IB bodbs covered the enbire fuctory «nd every
major writ o1 the plant sustained dumsze.

The 3d Division dispeteched 100 B=17's aguinst the important #F-190
assebly plant at Larienburyg which was then supposed to have inherited
most of the functlons previously caryied out st Sremen. This raid was
one of the most effective of the year. .11 bubt four of the dispatched
planes atbacked the target from the relatively low altitude of 11,000
to 13,500 feet yet only two of the Fortresses were lost. The plant was
practically destroyed with hits on «11 major units except one asseanbly

shop at the north end. .5 the planes cepurted, the entire target was a

mass of smoke and flame; three hours later the [ires were still so
. ‘

. A
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intense that photo reconnaissance was impossible.]'oe'

The dey following the mission, General Taker cabled General lrnold
the following messape: "Have Jusl seen first U nhiotos of ,esterdays
attackss wout enccurscing. Firhber foctory !arlenburg undoubtedly
destroyed. Il will be & betier example of pin point boubing, a beiter
cougarbration than degensburg, Looks like a perfect Jjob. Fignter
fuctory «t anklaa received excelleat concentrdtion a.d prineipal build-
ings burning « + » « DBelleve you will xind Cctober 9th & day to resember
in air war. Prime linister is sending message to crews, Y97 Ty vears
later when HNermann Goering was being interrogated as to the erfects of
our hombing offensive, the Aumust ralds on Zerensburg and ilener [leustadt
and the October raid on 'krienburg still remained in his wind as among
our most successful efi‘c:;ri;s.:"o8

Five days lober, the Jiguth achieved anobher oubstanding mission with
its rollow-up alback on Schwsinfurt. &4s previcusly desceribed in this
chepter, Schweinfurt had been successfully bowbed on 17 lurust. By this
time, it was mssumed that repairs were nearly comdleted mnd the trrget
reudy for « follow-up atbtack. Furbhermore, it lLiad been observed thut
geep penetratiions asainst vitzl objectives alwsys produced a violent
Luttwalffe reaction and it was hoped that in defense of this important
ball~-beuring plant, the G.F woald coasib lurge forces to the air battles

These expecbations were fulfilled. .s the 27l pombers of the tusk
force” moved steaully across northern Ewrope, the Gernun fizhters were

usseubling, walting for the moment when the escorts would turn back and

#his rigure aoes not incluue a formabion of 27 plenes wiich was unsble
to asserbly with the other groups owins to weather, «.G thererore flew
& diversion in the dairection of Enden.
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leave the big planes open to attack. as the groups passed over the
sachen-Duren sres, the firhter escort left, and the first Cerman atback
squadrons dived into the bouter formations.i9? Tre first wuve of boubers
wus hardest hit. Approximzbely 300 eremy plares attacked the squadrons
usinz a combination of sinzle-engine firhbers coordinated with twine
encine rockst~firinz nlanes that wus very effective. Cub of this lirst
wave 45 bombers ~;ue:f'e,' lost und only 101 were able to reach the targzet .1:LO
n spite of this Lierce orsosition, a cotbinabion of innrovine weabher,

ond a clever feimb sway irom the tar et that threw off the swarns of

Ger.oan alrereft, enzbled the two ablackins rorrations to boud with
sonsideraole success. Ti€ main nstallations were hity enu wemy fires

were burping when the boubers left the area. In whe Vi F lorks I ald

the mein bwildings in the soutiwest end were cwted oy fire while seven
builaings in ¥ k. F Lorke LI were .iore than helf acstroyed. «b the

Deubsche star huselhalter plant which manufactured bell-bearing cales,

the storaze ouildings were completely destroyed anu the machine shoas

were daraged. .Seeordinm to the ~arrabive of Operutions of the Jomber
Corrund, 75 per cent of Schweinfurt 's productive capacity was wiped out.lll
Tre destruction of 60 borbers marked this overation as one of the gostliest
vissions carried oub, but this loss was parbially offset by the very larre
preliminary claims ol 1o=27=09; these were lolex suat‘.ained* by the final
eTxl’:«.il.\.m::rl:.:i.on.11‘2

In snibe of the heuvy losses, it was soon recosaized that the

senweinfurt raid of L4 Cotoover wW.s 4nt oubstandineg rdission. GCenersl Arnold

#in suite ol this wpparent eonfirwtion, 1t is su resbed thnt the figures

ape still much boo Lighe. M

Mw
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gebled thut ke was opurticulirly sratified thut rorule .nd enthusiasm
were 5bill high. "lonvey this messase to yvour commend,” he wrote Il.uer,
n, . . ithe cornered wolf [lchts lLardest end . . . the fermun [ir Force
has been driven inbto its lust corner. 13 Secretary of “ur ltiason sent
kis Yreartiest con-ratulztions wxd deep admirction o o o B0 «ll ranks of
tke Eiruth _ir E*"a:arc:e,“ll"'AL and Generzl llurshali stiled that ke was
thremendously impressed with the uppurent couplete uestruction of the
3chweinfurt Bull Zearing Flewt! wirich, he telieved, would nwve n elffect
on the zeneral Gemiun vosition eonpuruble to Lhot of the Floestl mission.ttd
The air vatble of Jenweinzurt was the lait counter-.ir foree opera-
tion of a woath whieh, accordin_ to mighbh sir Foree claims, was the
mosh costly yet enuuvew by the Luftwaffe, I1n all, &7V eneyy alrceraft
were destroyed (E£o¢ ber fo manu clalus slone cwue bto 791-20-T1), but
.iurican losses were far froa light. In fact, the 126 hewvy boivers
uestroyed coustituted 9.7 wver cent of the ablucking i‘orces,* a0 nude
Cotoberts wlir ogerztions the ..ozt costly of the Jurspean w:xr.llé The
sctusl monthly loss of borbers wus destined to ~o rmek  hi fer--in pril
of 1944 it would reach L20~-bubt ut no tiue would the percentaze of loss

conie to (stoler’s fimare 7

From thiz time on, the build-up of sirenzth
would luuys leen vell Jhead of «ttritien.

_ss the 7.F defe.ted? Could it coubinue to uithstand such hesvy
~yegsure? Cener-i _innld, st lewst, was lopeful ihet tie end of serious

resisbance in bie ir could not be lon: Jelerred. 'Miron ry viewoodnt,!

ie cubled Joter, Mit apjecrs vhoeb Lhe rast conbis onerutions on wll

%048 beri woes nob inoluws Torees ulsgatehed, vab wnly those thab
actually reached bhe furget wred.

LR e e N o PRI 0 T -
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froabs Jwy inuleute thuab tre fer -n Jir Joree ls on thue verge i coll.ose,.

Jriabic eopdor o end o all bypes of delensive Slrorludl rep Zeln buoe
Ludswaile s sbviur oll « crisls S 14 rerd,, ererd Guler soaied
Lhat he o 09 wellolve L Cabion. o) colleuse, oub rach eviience of
strelin, ur bodvin < weudd cab Jeraen sivcle-co ine fi-ider greoucction
35 o Lo orer cenl L B end o4 JOVEe Lor, L2 PLLEITVEs Wers very low.
(o the whole, lds outleo< wis ojxbl dsbler "It cun re staled with
cerbaings B at the corppletlon ol L INTAL Dr e seleduleq will oroddca
v - esived resulp.tL?

ith te eligz of suower, Lle selouu e o1 Lhe CBU cae to on

vrde L8 ord ciactl scheduicd, LLoC

jod

led 1o w thester sbrea-bu of 1,190
Lnes srovialo wnm o lvero o slreliiins Jopoo o ASJ. T ala o noagls ol uhe
Lbboel In o Lhihe rha 2 Ves o ocongirh o of 0T TN L o sreddens Lwudnst e
fer. L odrer..t Lodustrny wiibla ooroadus ol LD dles Sro W oafsc in
bowolrndbeu (Llv woie cbuldly, fw waeduvied, leds ohowe of Ll ULl 50 -

LA ES SAT)ULLBCU, e b ohleT LLws Sdl coseisuronl, tehilia, the sereuuic,.

Though Lo U conlad wlo o€ enshars (dsslone W fuo= dle r.adus was

o5
ot
£
v
4]

cuablueranly XCeti 4, « L .08 el of ndselens hod been closc L
Shoonel cowsbe  Ger par wirer.t ruwcboricr boed beon nlt, calb siuce
ceaboer ogben berrcron wdbl Utey feuashldload, 2 "rich mny or bie

LOT Wblois héd wo L suaiend Wil Lo Lir ) ar.aaesely ddrarses la
porbiern crance, -ol i, ww o 2dledae  Ziwn Luo, G lorte nuneer of
Levn b sediui coowers hod reen diverbted fJre . ore vival sarrebs o

pe unsuccessiul IT..4 0T operobioa. serbuvs Lo crestest wevialiecn Tro-
tie sehedule nae iu ol bailden of plewes ln Znodonas toe 779 o owrican

- » 1t I LY AL ey L . — Ve St T e
Wt Lore wrecent (Cadbounids; inoule Unlled 1 da ol Lie il 0 Lsloser
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whg . der et ooy bie 1,102 L es ureg sa Lo L seenl waco of tlre
(3 b s e »

LU Vel ﬁ?éwLCiiGd.l“Q

v - Posulb, none of BLe o Licon cu e
e r wne b dlans Lgslin waliehr Bt ouos hoed wouls Lo Bhe Lver . e-
sia.u puld lnoile July-loleler voeriod,  In ~2inbla - cub waere the s
Ledl shopl of wi-b ibs ecctlors o welsd, ib 1w oody fuir Bo cbae buob
faiy ousbecles wecoiunbercd coulua nob posclul) Lol Leel JoPeseel Wieh
the Jir orfensive «_auol Jurids was gew, ddwged. b =0 g ol
Liese wrchle .o vere, Lad wov bue, nere web Will ve Lhe wvuruen ol tune

Lollowning cleyier,

R Y NN i
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Seomber IIX

WIDTATUT G s PoEsBUEAD AG.E ST TI GOF

Lor eoavenitlife, w8 st Shegior denle wl ost entlirely vitu ihe
Lwlly OLelaulons we Lbe sllofiles.. PrO7rel, ted 1L Was Lherelore nec-
ersLyy Lo o db wi wesvwnh 0r W0 g of vla Lioble w wuioh bhe J4 Lol Ldr
20006 2380 1 Bryla_ o rold o e ceboolizlod Jlim of oper.llons.
IL is sow twre bo co sluer thenm. brieil;, there wers tlawe wyor
Faclors tlol offeetod Lhe oreopress of Lle Jlluc: on i aurvielfe
curiay 1323. They were: {1) the Jdiversion ol rea o ejulorent from
Mhe J1-Ltl to other zir sr-onizotions, (2) the slow wuild-up of .meriecn
olr pover in the theoter, aug (27 the Ldru cosl of the Jir oiTensive.

Frov the very beriar ln-~, the IZi-lihk vus ellied woon to comtribube
1o the build-un of now adr force: uwhile it wzs z431) tryin- o eb ibs
oun orseaization scb ue nd comrence ils oreriiiong.  Shortl, after
bre Ti-Lth errived in Lntlisu, e Vorth  fric.n lav.osion wes decided
ovi, el maek of Lle Alines aad cadericl wklch were beghumin « bo arrive
in ihie British Lsles Lud to be trunsferred to tic {wellbh, Lin force.”
Lie exbent o ubleh wils trunuios me:la vack Tie Jisuch's orerublons
W.s acublless reut, arnd the effects were rell for wny wonths Lo come,

W<E lebe as dune 1943 chere vere oaly 582 Lieuvy bozbers on hend with units

in elee VIIT Zorber Ccr.mmd.l

Slor & alacussion o the builu~up ok tre iwelivh, seve =5, L3-30.

‘ -

il hd 1 |
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In smite of the izet thabt to curry out the 05O re-ulred 944 bouvers
in tle theater by =id-1943, the 2irkbth tae ot this tiwe celled on to
rele oother diversion wo was ordered to send three B-24 grouss to rein-
Toree the . imth Sir Force for TILL 7. ond JURCLIR. s & resulb, be-
tween 26 June waa 2 July, the Abth, 93d, «ud 339th Crouss were disgebehed;
the first bwo were old, experienced units, uhile the 3%9th wus rew wcnd
uniried, fecer.l .oder tuu cknercl Devers, _T0 coumancer, were not
hupoy over thds lolest diversion and lhe latber urped itut the arouns
be useu only for tie .loesti mission and tlen returnea i.mediately, since
their loss reauceu vhe bomucr cirencth by oe=Iirthe? liovever, the uses
vor heavy poubers were leglon, wow It provew aifrfleult to get the.. bucke

sfter perticipating in the LUSLY onerstions rrem 2 Lo 1, duly, the
¥rouns were then assi neu Lo 11D LD, rresunably to be lollowed by

Iy
-

JUGGLLL.~ ot this poinb, duer and Jevers, assistea by oir lershal
Sir narles Portal, sttemnted to huve SUCSLIR civen top prlority over
the Jloesti wmissloa. 7They Telt that the G.F fighber factories were of
traremount «nd hishest priority" wand that such targets should have
rrecedence over all others. Lt the same time, they strongly urged that
the E=2L's ke returned us scoon as poasible."‘*

Both Ceperuls !mrshall and arnold did mot want to see Yilal. ..Vl
hamgered in amr way, but the views of the Aericsn .nd Dritish air
authorities were passed on to fGenerzl Tisenhower on 19 July and his

. opinion wus requested o5 well as the views of Tedder and matz.s {n
the followin: duy, lseulower rewlied with ¢ compronise suggestion.

Like *rshel) ond rrold, ke did not want to abandon TIDL..aVs, ez-ecially

*

aiter 11 the nrenarzsbions ;._p £ veid. eved ireaber losses

Ginece. he ( ke
g

FeyT - 's
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right be exzected rrom the Rumunisn reid, he supcectea that UGHLER
~agut cowe first siuce it woulu ve the eusier. .hile he tporeciated
CGeueral Waler's uesice Lo et uls roups back, he felt soue things were
more irportent, such as rollow=u> raids on 1lossbi.® The guestlon s
£inally brourht belfore the Cabined Gidefs of Staff aud on bhe 23d they
cabled their decision to Disenhower: TIDALI.VC was to have first priority,
but the abtack on the fighter factories was to take pluace as soon as
arrenzerents could be ade with the Tiphth ‘ir Force.?

This issue was now settled, but while the three groups were in
dorth JIrica prenzring for the abtacks on Floesti and JHener l'eustadt,
a new emand was riade on the Zighth's bombers, TIhe Sicilian camdalign
wus in full swinv, and there was a ~resat need for <11 availanle air
power. Consequently, General Zisenhouer reguested four heavy bonbardment
groups from the Zishth iir Force. Genersl 'arshall forwarded this re-
quest on to General levers who objected strongly. The caming period was
highly L0ortant, as it wWas tie prese of the $BU in which the G.F pro-
duction was merked for destruction, wrd Jevers relt that the Zishth had
gt lust reuched & size where effeciive ccordinatlon vith the R would
be possible.8 In addition, he cited the successiul raids on submarine
installabions anu warned that the borbers coualu not operate cubsice their
ouri theater at the maximum efficiency. For thece reasons, he urged
Tarshall not to divert the Sighith from its offieisl task.9 Zvidently
this arpeal had some effect, for the Chief of 3tafl surgested to both
Devers and Zisenhower that perbzsns mediun bombers ecould be substitubted

for tre heavy grou’ps.lo To this sugrestion, Devers volced similar

objections and added that tle mediums had svecial comniiments to STARLEY

Rt ] os“-\.-\ "f'i"'x'"; :‘.‘ i "
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which made it desirable to keen t:em in the theater. The argmunent was
amain terminated by the Combined JShiels of Starf in a decision that was
fuvorable to the «ir sirategists and the 0BJ, and Generzl bisenhower's
request was aisapproved.lz

30 fur the Zighth, with the Lacking or CGeneraul Devers, hud been
eble to nold its recaining forces together for the rFUILTBLINL offensive,
Eowever, owing to the hezvy losses at kloesti, Ceneral .ruold agreed
that some additional b-24's woulu have to be furpgished Ceneral Brereton
for JUGGLER;B and on 5 August Devers cabled Jashington that he was
sending six and possibly seven B-24's and crews to the linth.-#

\7ith the successful conclusion of JUGGLER, ancther strusele began
over the auch-sougit-after B-24 grouss. Orce more Sisenhower asked for
them und Devers opgosed, cabling Cenerals Arnold and liarshall thet if
the groups were returned by 20 .ugust they could seconplish the destrue-
tion of four to eight aircralt factories or airerait engine vlants in
august of Sestember. Many delay now," he stated, "will jeopardize the
suceess of the entire borler offensive,ml5 slso, nore B=24's were
grrivine in Znglend frox the United Stutes and the nresence of the
exzerienced groups in the theater was essential because of the training
and morele factors involved.l0 _fter several exchanges of cables, the
CG3 evidently reacted a declslon by 19 .ugust, for in a cuble ol thut
a=te Genersl Zisenhower relerred to their decision to return the B-24's
to General Daker.t!

But this wes not the last of the competition for tiie Lhree zroups

whose control must have been raypluly assuming the proportions of a mejor

headache for all concerned., On 15 3eptember, General Eisenhcwer returned

- . L. .'_.II“;

-

U ey .,

"‘f‘f‘f iﬁ, }"u’ P "‘Fl N |‘
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te the subject and again made 2 strong request for their services.

This time the bactical situation was rrestly in his favor. On the 9th,
tle allies hod nade o very urecarious landin~ ot 3zlerno. The beach-
Lead held, but « Lesvy fermen counterattack had been launched on the
Lith apdnot il the 15, was vkere any assurunce thut the position
coutd be neintained.l® lTowever, the situation was still critical,

and Hiserhower sssured the \jwr Deiurtaent thabt if assigned to hin, the
liber.tor grouns woulu be used i dally iissions to unset comunicutions
between the north and south eneiny r.:onc:‘.arﬂ:r-:»ml::‘t.csns.19 Upon receiving
Zisenhowert!s cable, the Joint Jidefs of Staff arreed to lend him the
E-2l's for u short veriou, provided British concurrence coulu be ob-
’bained.zo Tuis vwias soon .iven ond on the 16th, Devers s able to
report that the 33d, 38%th, and L;Lth were to be sent,Zl making o total
of &7 aircrait and 108 combab crews.<? Thus Lhe Zicikbh azain lost ihe
use ol pracbicudly all its experie:ced 2-24 crews aud thelr vlanes,
However, it was evident thut the arguments of Ceseral Devers, no doubt
based on the adviece of his airwen, had made an imnression in the .ar

Pegarbrieat for Gerercl larshull wade it clear that the sroups were to
be returncd to Inrlund as soon as possible. Cn the 224 he cabled
Zisenhower that the groups were sent to hia as an elierfeacy mousure,
and thst the konver offesasive rron Tnsluna was thereby wealrened zb a
oritical time. Tol.tdlug cut thab trere was censideruble opnosition,

ke concluded: "I hove that you will see your wuy clear %o releuse thenm
very soon. "3 This recuest was prountly commlied with; the planes were
releused on 24 Jepteuber and shortly aifter returned to EL:\:_!Z!.a’.mi.2'[’r

It 1s probably useless Lo argue the ouestion of whit these three

groups would hiave done il tley. bad.bevm-able-to renain in Inslong

v
AW RTnlunts ”Ilrﬂﬂ I“Q:!
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during culy, august, and beste.ber. Powever, il wight be pointed out
that during the first tws outus the theoter strengbh wus low, anu it
seens very likely thal their cosence hug soaething to uo with the de-
creased tomnage and claims for .ugusbt. Important as was the FULITSLLIH
offensive, it hud to compete with other high-runking priorities, ard it
did not alweys succeed in holdins its own, Lowever, it is significand
that after uenterber 1943, the heavy-~bomber forces in Zngluna were not
raided arain by othier theaters. It is true that tie mediun borbers of
the 3d “Jng loter became the nucleus for the I Somber Jommond wirich
wus orgurnized in Cclober, and in lloverber soue hieavy [rouss in the
Undtbed Ctutes were switched frowm the Ziphth Lo the Fifteenth, but the
Bel7ts and B=-24's in the theuter were henceforth wble to turn their
wnaivided attention to tlie Loubing program glanned for ihem.

anotler seriocus problem «ffectin; the success of operctions was a
shorbage in rejlacenent crews., The siluatlon becaie eritical in Juae,
Following the mission of the 13th «galust Liel, in which losses were
heavy, General uater cubled Ue.pral .rnold that it is now perfectly
owvious we are going to have o tough battle."? He was apavely concerned
over the ilow of repluceuent crews and felt thal ihe 73 promised in June
ana the 5U promised in July wouwld not do. lle was taking gunmers, ground
personnel, navigators, ara borbardiers from the mediums to irerease his
crews ond he urged .rnold Lo et crews from any source wrd rush him a
il of 150 in June acd 20v in July. In conclusion he swmed up the
erisis in trenchant phrases: 'Zhis battle zpcinst the Cerman fighters
is reaching its critical stuze, e rmst press it of maximum., .ny

veakening or discouragement would be fatal, Teneab our ~reatest need

e T T

o et .
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rmore replavenend crews, next more depob racilities, third zet long range
tanya for fighters. .11 .ust come throumh fust if we are to win thisg
zir battle this su.mzseu:‘.“’?’£>

In his rezly, srnold indicabed sone of the difficuliies involved in
keeping up a sufficient rlow of crews to the theater., One aspeet of the
provlem was to conbtinve this rwovenent of rewlacenents from the United
Stabtes ana at the sge time to melinbain and inerease the resuler theater
strength. To keep uo replacements, ib weould be necessary to shift planes

from conb.t vurcoses to truining, apd that would hold down the number

that could be sent to the theater. Fartherrore, if the plamnned flow of

%
b

repluacements should be kept up,i it would be impossible to turn out the
additional combsit crews needed for the scheduled build-uo of strength
ir the United binsdom between ‘wust 1943 and Jomuary 1244. We are
agcordinsly facing,! he cabled, "one or the most serious decisions that
ve have had to make,"<?

Relylng btwo days luter, Zaker defliitely taovored keening up re-
vlacements even «t the exyense of wew units, if necessury. ..e believed
Lthet 10 sroups medutaelned oo 2ull strength coulu exert nuch more nressure
on the enemy then 25 groups «b half strenzth wich bzitle casuzlties nwot
wrowbly replaced:za

I know now that we rmust xees our co-bal welta up to orgunizctional

plane wund couwut crew strength if we are tu win the .rerican bosver

versus the Gerium riciiter vettle now in prorress. . . «llence we

must pet & higher [low of replacement crews even at & sacrifice of
some new unils on schedule.

AThe "ar  epurbuent was irying to Purnish two wio one-helf crews per vlane
in &1 hewvy and .ediun ;rouns, and two creéws Lor oLl other tyres of «lir-
eraft in conbab orranizetions.

S

R 6 H A

f;r“si”‘mﬁ: i [i_: _ m
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Gereral Devers stroagl; concurred in these recommendations.

It is not cleuxr from the availai:e documents whether Jeneral Nuker's
suzgestions were accented ab this time or not., fertainly, the revlace-
ment-crew crisis remained acute for the rext twe months, In July 159
crews were received, but 171 were exnended. In aurust 164 arrived and
120 were lost in operablons, bubt in Sevtexmber there wos o considerable
Inprovenent with 281 coming in and losses of lOk.29 However, the hewvy
cw.sualbies in tre eurly Cclober overabio.s mude the situstion eribiczl
again. (n the 13th, Just one day velore the loss of 60 bormbers and
crews in tire Seiwelafurt imission, Tiber was forced to cable that only
37 tieuvy crews had been received so fur thet month and thut replucements
for the moabl were far velow predictio.zs.Bo Pollowing the Schweinfurt
mission, Le again cuvled ‘rnolu that replacements una crews must be
rushed ot once; hie expecteu o lose 200 thab qomth™ and must receive
rinimam of :250.31 in his revly Seneral .aviold assureu him that enouch
heavy bLoubers =nu crews were schewuded .or delivery to insure his
cetting Lis nind um of 250.3"2 By the end of Moverber incoring crews
had Lrought the total (Including casuals) for the United iinzaom up to
1,543 heavy~bomber and 1,137 fighter personnel.33

Slthough, zceording to Genercl Huker, the shortuge of co.rrloa.t‘cre?.'s
was more of o faoctor in restrietin- operubions than o shortage of planes ,3‘*
Ceneral rnold was concerned over tie larre numver of Lombers which were
reported as not reuwdy for conbui, Tt is nerhanss significant thot the
uvrevious week, feneral Srartz hod written hir exvressing his rerret

thet the full wei-Lt or .wric:n bouber production had not been thrown

+“Ihis wus o fuirly close . uess, for .ctusl losses care to 1so,.
2

b
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apainst Gerreny nrorer. "1 still believe that such wn attacs, if it
had been followen Lircugi:, asy well have ceen decisive,"35 Spaatz had
sritten. On 2 dune, .ruold czolea coker that "uccording to stutisticeal
reports too larye wercentaze of ;our leavy boaber sireraft are re-
nortved not ready vor ecofbabt o . .+ I amuch coneerned over tlie
linited number of tircrift reported ready for cozubat."B6

In the reply si-ned uy General Devers, it was pointed out thubt two
facbtors were xeepins clanes out of corbab. Tne Lfirst was the need of
reking additional nodifications oo alveraft after their arrivel in the
theater because of sueclzl local needs, Tuz second foctor wus buttile
dan.ce. Te strensth of tie enery oscosibleoa wes rrecter in this
theater than in any other, und the battle demerze caused by Lhe .7
resistance wus ~reaber than Lad ever been cantemplated.?"? & yeb, the
repolr orronizubicns had not reached the recessory efficiency. s wn
exanrle, Tovers clted o« resent rnisslea of 22 2lures in which 27 h.d
received soue ratile ourwre. L tie 541 Leavy wosbers .Llloesbed o
units, oaly 355, or 4.5 wer conl, uere ready ror co:a’bu‘h.%‘

Tuls proble 2 gontinued to ulsturb ocoth the tieuater wuthorities .nd
Zeueral .pnold throuzhout 1943, wa 25 Leutedier lLe wus orddn we dnn
deneral Loder bo ke only the dni al ruawcer of boloers iun reserve or
orl ohe rouad ab bn::\.ses,39 zna sigiler reausrds ecuan ve Pownd bihorourhout
the Celober wid . ovenber cables und letterzc. 3 course, tle .wditica-
bion oo vwinbenanes sitvabicon s ouly ourtly o cause of the slow
kuila-uo of eobab forces. .mobher fuctor was the lacl thebt wipurently
the borbers did not orrive feol werige in the weoount vhich the Jiu

slanners wablceinubed,
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tn 15 luust, Lhe M b Julef of Lir T6.0f, Lir Jnarles Tort.l, copluined
Liat e Ji-tdh Lir Toree wi.o oo siuveruolv telow thie builu-un s
or—unized in . ILVILI: wid wewoved ok the dreidert Sonference. e

2% 1]

urged Lhal ¥hhe LS Jhliels of 2L

wrf tide A1 rp chbicavle stens to ine

erense stedid s pouer of Lie VIIL fomecer Jociwrd Jurin the red e

paths. Y LG Conerel Lrueld visibed uvhe Ligaber wnd vas uwols Lo
see Lhe clbuctivn 0or 1Ld s<ly, le cubled Gorer l . aroiell that ib wes

LegeLsuly 10 Svnd 20 L-L7's o lut Liedler Wb lie curliesi oracticol
SLBe BJ ey L BEre necssfary Lo dmswall soe theaber . ouiil-
cspiong, il wvulu vaie LRLL Cotocer Wl Lic wurilest Lo et Lhenr <11
Lbo €0 wnl. Mo waltle losscs, Liltle vwwae wnd ooepuilondd lcsscs
1o the lewvy Lo dors hove cul down Lhe nulor arcilslde to Ll oL, i
ized roups so thot bher can mol even & roulabe o totad of 25 :luves
SEP vl reund;” Ter sorvice, e

“ven ore eribticdd i the [Lltee citnatlon. e 1 <uly, wien
the Lot 1 sixider slven ik witi: unilz eenisisted of 214 =10, Daje Tenie
“iraegy o Dlles zend - zeso to rescrnl rrold stutin- thll tie 2itih
Jdr Vorse did not hive cuousn J3 Bber tYorews to eccduct escort orerations,
wra vecorvendios tu b L cdal ws retlo of one Iictter pow for each bwo
Lew¥y Lo bord.onl  rouss be doecilbel,” ext bllisicd 4o Jurtheriore, he
gn resbed ot Lle ZMh JOlcbier Troarn, oo <27 or-adzablon sestined Tor
Jersl Lirlew oab 35110 In Lwrles, Le sent Lo e dend wra Lol tlree
P0G =33 rrovie et Vit e wwelfih wdso be Lrapnzilerred Lo bhe Ltk
Wb ovne gurlicet o,cxccrwnitg.u“ ~Eter goe discussion, tue ouestion ol
the 2ith Lreouy wio rererrew bo the JJO wno ajreed to send iv to . lend,
b Lobhing wes uone oLout tre chbuer Wres roups n9cbioned Ly Generad

Giles and trey reredned-in bhe b;el;.tl’ Lmtll after ule activation ol the
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Fifteenti _.i b3
ifteernth iy sorce.
In au ust tle £ nter situadlon was so ewt Looroved Ly wduitional

shiraents urdcu trou~btb the nuwater on hand il waits up to 272. In

7

Zepteriber the vrrival of the Jirst P-38's (all 13 of then) plus sddi-
ticnal Thunderikolts urcuslt the total up to 1;22.1’6 Since tle twine
engine Lichtnins hod o « rewter owerstlonzl runre than the Fhunderbolt,
Cenerul rnold made shecicl efforts Lo ret i=33's dnbo ble Zizhtn Lir
Fopee L3 soon s rossible. e ringlly decided te dlvert to Tuler 411
lene—runse troe A=34's wd 2-5177 crogised to the lediterrunean ard
suCliic mrews for the lust cuarber of 1843, ilis should rrovide Jeneral
Seler with 45 widitioncd leur-ringe 1-33's In (2tober, G2 in 1 oventen
wid U in oecenber. I would Jlso sive lidm 31 lusbanss in i overer .rd
73 in vecenior «bove orevious ex*:uctancies.m 'ere again, the nwiber
sent to tle theater re.iineu considerably larger thn the number thut

filtered throu n wodificulion centers o vecowe onerationel with coubeb
e

3 [ ) h ] p
units. Tue figures for tle last Cfour moaths of 1945 are us follows:l‘*’

£=38 bl =5} tot.l, with wnits

Septerber 13 LU9 G LiZ
Octoker Tk 4,30 L 555
Tovenber 68 537 21 676
secenber 53 y/l Wy 358

l'evertheless, by the end of tne ye«r tre fizhter strength had been greatly
aummented and was no longer & vressing vroblesm,

The desire to increase the nurber of aericun fi-uters in the theater
was glosely connected with the srowing mercee of femnmau fickler wbbucks on
the bouber squadrons. It had been believed at one tire that the Fortress
formstions could fisht bthelir way throush £l and eneny alreraft to the

terret and back without undue losses, The exzrly missions in 1942 had

v\l
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tended to subLstunticte this tlieory for louses were relutively lipght.
lovever, by the soring of 1943 tlds confortln: hypothesis w.s belu; shot
to pleces, Genarai otz had foreseen tiwt & tine irht coue when the
Cermuns woulu solve tue problem of .eeting the B~-17, ind warneu that
this would ve u severe sebback.? Unifortunately, it cezun to look as
thouzh his werning wus coming true.

The first si~ns of trouble vers noticed early in cunvary L4 when
the G.# began to concentrabe on frostal wbiazchs, since it appeared that
the firevowsr of the B~l7 was weskest from this direction. Ceneral Saler
was foreed toe admit that "the CGermuans are makin~ Irontal atbtasks aluost
exclusively and &1l our recent losses hove resulied rrom this Lorz of
abbacle® Ilowever, he felb the froni or chin turret would greably reduce

bonber casualties.50

By .pril the Iuftwaffe pilobts had worked oubt new metheds of assauld
thal were hard to parry. In the Srecen rald of the 17%h, which resulted
in the loss of 16 bamnbers, these new mauneuvers seeved especially effective.
Instead of strikine indiscriminately ot the foruations, the lesserschudtbt
and Focke-.ralr fighters concentroted on the lead grour as soon as ine
osen boub buy doors incicated the borbing run was bepun and that evasive
secion woula be ilupossiole. By thls tlue tie Gereus had « sood ldea of
bhe lindts of traverse of the nose .50's, lor pilobs regorted that the
heaviest attaciis come [rom 10 otelock and 2 ofclock, Just outzide the
cone of fire and frou just Lelow the lower traverse limit of the nose
guns.sl Cther techkniques tried, which were going to becoue part of the
standard eouipment of the Luitwaffe, were diving nose attacks from

higher levels in which the plane acguired great, speed, mass attacks by
=T T T I N ,

n-}‘ll"“hw
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fighters in formation in line or <breast, and shelling of the formutions
with 4O0= or 50-mm. cunnon by twine-encine ri-hters Lhat paced the bombers
Just out of ranée.52 all of tiese .ethous proved to e effective,

. especially when the Germens lewrned to eoncentruate large rmsses of
fighters <t piven poinbts zlons the bomber routes,

By sumcer of 1943 the G.rf had learned enough about the jnerican
heavy bombers and their tactics to put up & fierce defense when vital
targets were threatened. The Zighth's attack on Kiel and Eremen, 13 June,
produced an unusually heavy alr battle. It had been assumed thst the lst
“ing, whick was attucking Bremen, would besr the brunt of the enemy
atback and consequently it was made the stronger of the two. lHowever,
the formations were intercented while still off the Danish goast and it
was the 4th ling which had to sustain violent assaults by some 200 enemy
fighters. The lst 'ing's losses were relctively lisht, but the Lth lost
22 aircralt.?? This Lebit of concentrutine on one formation while
leaving the other almost unmolested wus a popular technique with the CG.F,
All tyves of attack and pursuit planes took rert iln the Iiel battle. The
majority consisted of L'e-109's and F.=-190's, cubt Ju-33's, 1e-110's, and
le-210ts were also sighted. .attacks cale from all anzles, vubt frontal
asguults predominated; the fighters ca.e in in wnairs, in 3's, b's, anc
8ts, &everyl atbtacks by six Lo eignt planes «breast and in Vis against
the rear of tie vorler fornztions were reported. .erizd bomoing by
enemy Iighters was Lried; tne fighters dropped their bombs on the bombers

. and then atbacked as soon as the bursts had dissipated, in the waparent
hove of ugsetting the forwation fxying.54 On the way home, while the

bombers were Just leavins the Duteh coast behind, there was another

[ T R Y -
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violent atback which lasbed until the planes were within 30 miles of the

Enzlish coasty a partienlsr effort was iade, durdng this last phase of
the batile, to pick off strapgling Fortresses that could not keep up
with the formations.>> Atogether, 71 per cent of the returning prlanes
were rendered termmorerily inoperative because of buattle damape.

Hinety bombers were lost durins June,  hile not s lurge number,
perhaps, it represented £ per cent of the otbtacking forces «nd this was
considered serious,’® Tre rercentage was cnly slightly lower in July,
and ot the begirning of aapust, General srnold wrote General Zaker thst
he had ashea the School of Apslied Tacbics to go into the matter very
carefully aua prepare & report on the Lest type of bowbardment formation
to e used over Cermzny. Frurtkemwore, he had had H.l Zoach éna other
expert camera-en. at AF34T make photographs of various heavy-borber
forrations engsloying nose wnd belly turrets, to determine the best de-
fense arainst ecemy atback, especially these coming from the front .27

Teanwhile, the zir wur weit cn. Ly now the Gaf seldom rose in
force to defend airdromes or similisr installutie-s in France, Belgium,
or Holland, but deep penetrebions of the lelch alinys Hroduz-d a fight.
Sugch was the result of the ...F attack on Schweinfurt and Rezensbur; ou
17 ‘mgust. These targebs were highly irportant to the orocuction of
ferun airerafty therefore, they were defended "with determinztion,
rersistency and suvepreness seldon exverienced by our crews before this
missica.t” Several attacks were muce by entire scuuadrons in line
astern, and packs of F.=-l30's znd Je-19's cuue rosring dooa on the
foraations, spraying them with bullets on the aporoach and then nassing

through the groups to Jtiack agsin. .n interesting varistion on the
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usual Cerman methods was the verbtical attack by diving erery fighters
to knock out the top turret; Lle atbtackers wounld then pass through the
fornatiors wd seek a position for another strike.59
The German conbroller handled his fighters well on this mission,
It had been hLoped that as the extent of British and :nerican operations
spread over more asd rore of northwest Zurops, the German defense net-
work would be badly streined. Unfortunately, such was not the case in
1943.60 The develowent of the air sibuabion had evidently been fore-
seen ard nrepzred for, and fiszhter pilots called out of their normal
gone showed commlete faailiarity with the new combat area. .t the same
time, the controllers in France und llolland anpezred to have a bird's-
eye view of the rulcers! progéess into Cermuny and lknew well in advance
how to fit their unibs into the intercepbion plans. In this case, the
defense staffeln bused in Hollazd pursued the Hegeasburg foraastions cown
thie Rhine widle their ylaces were taken by other units transierred to
the Holland area from northwest Gernwny.él as a result, when the Schwein-
furt ruiders were returning to ingland, they were atbacked over the Duten
area by these relatively fresh replacements.62
Cne new development was reported which was Gestined to provide one
of the severcst tests of the Eighth Air Foree, It can best be described
by quoting from the Tactical !'ission Report of this operation:63
Shortly after enterinc the enemy coast in, a pack of 7 F.~190s
attacked the low squadron of our formation from the tail. They
approached firing steadily with 20 mm cannon and saell calibre
tracer ammnibion, hen these 4/3 werz zbout 750 yards from our
4/C a very large flash burst from tle center of each T/i obliter-
ating it from view. These 1/C then dived under our formation. .
second or two afber tie flush, severzl large black bursbts appsared
amongst our formation about one and one-half times as large as vhe

ordinary flak burst. The rrojectile fired fron thess A/C and which
was accompanied by the Ilush, could be followed with the unaided eye

[ —gm-
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R
and aspesred to be about 3 inches in dimmeter, Tlds projectile
burst in the wlir and not upon imduet indicabing o tived, ruther
than « percussion fuse. This abbtack crippled two of our »/C,
who were lorced out of loruwation and were luber brought down by
a single attack,
Undoubtedly, this is u ueseription of a rocket attacic, which though not
the first instance was certainly one of the best observed. .ctuully,
the use of rockebs aguinst Fortress formations had been suspected as
varly as z9 .Lpril, <lbhough British Ay (dnistry Intelligence did not
take mueh stoek in the early ruwors of such a weapcn., On 1 June, a
report was subwitted containing a brief description of the Gernan rocket
gun, and pointing out that equipped with such a weapon tone group of
Geraan planes could easily raise hell with a fortress formation if no
countermeasures were ta};en."él:

~fter the Schweinrurt ard Rerensburg missions, there was little
doubt thzt the G F had verfected a new aerial weapon whose development

&nd use haa already been Ioreseen by alexarvuer ce Ceversky in his Victory

Turourh Jir Fower. In a memo for tle Commandine Generul of the .rmy

.dr Forees, Col. .. U. EBrock, <r., assistant Chief of . ir Staff, In-
tellirence, recomuended that we should expena every effori to work oub
& tefense up to 2,500 yards for our heavy-bomber form«tlons ,65 and
Cenercal Cliles cdvised General sfaker bhat the situwition was veing studied
in ‘.ushilugbon. .8 bentabtive solutions of tlhe nroblem, he suggested thab
Zaker consider increasing his Iigater suuport so as to provide successive
. waves of escorbts; or perhaps employ speclaily trainea vomber formation
lesders with exitrz armor on the pv].:sn.nes.66 1n reply, .rnold cabled from
the toreater thut the situation was seriocus. The rocket developument of

the GAF had now reached a point where it was u hazard to our heavy

orerstions, and there was evicence that planes had been hit by rochets s
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causing ; reat davare. These rociets were usually lobbed into the for-
mations from distances of 100 to 1,700 yards. Fe urged that counter-
rieasures be initiated st once to protect the boubers. o7

| . Yeunwhile, the fermans bad ceriected their tactices for the use of
roclieb~Iiring nlenes in corbination with sin-le-sngine fighters, and
48 &4 result trey were zole to stoze cne of tie rost cosbly battles of
the olr war vhen tie Zlghbth abtucked Zehwelniurb on 14 Cctober. In the
words of Zenerzl Liier, ii wus Ythe final counleressure to our duylislt
boiblng . « « & full secule dress rehearsel perfectly tlued and exe-
cud.'acl.“é8 Gonceatratioy on one boaber wwwe, a force of single-encine
ris hters «ttociied very close froa the froat, yvirinz ZU-mwi. connon and
auchine cuns. .5 bhey broke away, tley were followed by larze nucbers
os twin-englce aircrart with rodhets fustered unver the wings. 7Tie
rockets were lobred In burrage quaentities into the bowber fomazbions
with the firin- berlwmin~ &bt lonr ranre, Jidle this iwmeuver was being
carried oub, the Tirhters were refuelinig unn on babln:, bie eir szein
ey at once abiaciied from &ll uirvections, wisile the twir-enrine nlaves
re-formed .14 presored to deliver new roc'iet assaulis. The Geruaans
sillifully massed wll thedlr Jorecs ou cne Tormiwbion ard wlfter the roclets
were expended, tre fi-liters concentrabed on elininubing the erinpled
borcers by munfire. In this wuv, one combubt wine was oracticeclly wined
out, losin~ 29 planes oubt ot 49 ttacking., Tie tot.l losses were (O
bonbers cut of n effestive force of 22{;.59
o
This orerdiion witl its heovy c.smalbies cuused so ethine of o
sensation. The .ur ., ecurbrent vos eseclually concuirned over tie
suzcesslul erwlojgernt of rog.ets by the Erows. Geerd lurshall

cebled nwer bhul ke was "lutensely inieresved-in your riessave dgscribing

SR A N YR
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the CGernun rocreb teclamioue in Their otbacit on your rorucblo.s aad I
feel certoin Liwt rou wno your seopls will fl.d nulexly a .eans of
reducin-: this huzard.“‘?a tlenierul ..rrold cabled thet "we rust be
equally versabile in our tecknigue ance orisinal in our iduas il we are
zoins to co:tinue these operations with any Jesree of success. 1L He
then inguired us to the counter-ieasires Nenersl zalwr proposed to tuke.
In reply, the gener.l indiczbed & considercble chian e in the scope
of his orerctions. 1l row lubeaded to try mulbinle atiocus by seven

or elrud ecmbat winrs of 54 borbers each on widely di sen barpsts;

<

this, he Foped, would rforce . tlinnin~ out of eneiy uerenses. le ulso

Suid Le nanwed bo use more il fter cover b lomcer rumve Lud urped

Araolu bu send nin every wvoilible clune of hds ) ve. Jreuter ewphosls
3 to we viaced on counter— dp lorce operilions by utbucking Lle rfielus
with the . ediwa boniers recoatly trimualerred Lo Lle 1inih .dir Joree, .ud
by opewsin, the westruellion off fuictoriecs wnd e uir est.blistments with
LhG HLaVy DO w8rSs wunel concluced b, « reguest Xor jore bouters wa
.
erews, sove [ihiers, «id.ore lou -rudi e inel vonks.l®
Iy tuis tive, Lt wus elewr thol vur oap in of suceess ln bic Jir
WUl WS o DOV Om b owest, wna oo eons tu provide cduitionsl frce
teollon ror the bowter ror uiicns ied to Le disesversd. OCeridinir, ite
hettn eowld not wiford cany . issioas which resulted in ile loss o )
nlmes sad bobtle ciwe to L5, Tie -nzlish bod been slevticoul of tue

wole izl of c.ylibi cdbagie Lo one corlewn ~Casrul bt Jlresdy

cespdcibion o buses e Lle Jonblneat b-
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Lo avolius el dete revision, sooebi Lo v dd Lov: lo ce umae 1o eounler
O dirauwer oo ro2ooh (Biacls on she 1 v Tokers,

wooodubion to bLlhis | rovdle t hew boea cou bl Yor Lo viue. wne of
e Dlrsy ddows wo3 rroeosed o) Generel J.ootz.  (rivting Gererd roolu
o 2y wrll Wh2, he swrresbed thet awxilizy, frer  banks seened bo
offer the ool L wodiabe solutivn for exlending bh. Pael ox Uishicrs
Trless b can e develogud Lieb Lie cuoor, winho lus Cirewover, con
subsbilube oowmiviun Pur Lo bdoag wed w3l 40 2 wCoL. pany i i‘lgi:tar.”7£*
hebhr cr ol Jenorad o wzbpls suprcecblion led Lo way webicw tu st Slre
is not clear. Lowovr, wwoul She welioadng of 1G43 1 s Jeelded Lo
raeconvert o cert.lo metor of Strtresses Lo accorh .ord.  wws Llancs
CLE ws Yo=hOle, verm o eurry 40 wolbD, b anare be e rrevided sitn
endn turrets o lucre.se Lue forvard Tire ower, :ud bbb wdaitiznad

vl oor bon cuns,  oor us bo be dizbelbuleod Liberally; o1l eszeartlal

.y or

ek bt et Sunl oegeossorien wore Lo Lo welld eoverso WAL smncunese steel
sreckin~ o to o=t Jr deel In thic ress, w0 Jezilons of the fusel. e
ers yrci.:ctt;d.'?f" - ood el wap exmnwcted Aros Rbis exceriscab, ond
tiere s cncliaorade rressare Uron Wle ber essitnaeers bo ot Lle
T=h0 0 bato czowowh.  lew oeliverivs o tug Jd~bbl Ar Jorce Lea Leen
severdd Bl ows cosbotned, Wowrel sl Jrotesvec vigorously Lhat le
necded b.owes coll, ot Seegbed toe. i urelcd up.76 Svenbuldls, tre plines
re.Cred DA a.u ou 22 duwe 1945 o Lurce ol 11 Io=LU's weeogonlew 297
DOAETE SL o fuedd3ion Lo wndustrlsd tuar_ets neor A.n.t’vmrp.w
Unlortuncbely, v o0LOl8 Wal LUTL @ SdCeuss. ..ber several o €ra-
tioas, Zerercl Lder wos rerebiully rorced lo write fenered Files vhul

X
Tour tucticil geozle insist ti-t they wo uob it thls a;ara,’lane.“?’“’

+
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e cljestions see L: live keer sul Fo L redtl insressed vel it

ov the shtin. Guine bo ibs exbr. s zoo Ly or, i Lteew o so beovy
that 6 ecoule not elinb fist enoud or 117 fost -9 b to hees un itk
The »ooulir L7 forr.tlons, Lo w orecalb, when the Y+=40's Leco rarded
bolers, wer unset bre for iLions., Troen it Wiz declded to try the .
oub os Mlintren," .nw Lwe of Lrer uere Lasloqed to £33 srotection for
the lewders of ¢ cli comunt win~. lLere o-.in their suile uwirslferent

-

flyine cosractoristics oo used trouble .od rendered then useless., ? BT

’
bre Litu ol .cicter, 1b w.s dseided Lo use Liwen in lexicle ~urnery
sei.ools In tne Loltes Lbubes s wne, covia nob be used in tis theqtcr.ao

ob least one _ocod toin: cw e irom the (B-hu experiieont. The volue
o4 tie chln Lurrel s SLOW s o wBanS oF sbeenslrening the forviard
fire power «nu this laber becase stondard equl.seul, odditionad d1e
grove.ents on vne Flying Fortress ineluded ccos atiin , ol bis for «ll
turrets, reflector ~un siruts ror flexivle, hand-teld guas, and vetber
frontul wr-or. Liblevize, tlhe -2k received adultional forward cuns ana
an improved Lurret for the t.il positior;.m'

notrer wbierpt to Lwel the Gud abttack led Lo tre develoomernt of
blind=koine fechnigues, (hug Leo-bine gonld Lo carried cut when the
oversL.st udie It diffTicult for the enemy firhbers to assenble, and <t
the swe vl e bad westher over the itar et would no lon-eor Feen the
beribins lenes bouna o Lhelr buses. Tree Jirsl successful bLind-bobins
teehnioues .rd e~wlin ent were Ceveloned oy thy Irdtish :nd uvsed by the
Jghth iy Foree.  Tp Bre Lolber nirb of July 1943, the .ar Departnent
haw wroroved o T/U tYor o vabhfivaer {oliy d=bo.in.) force wnd the [irst
souadron was scon Jor.oul_ ub llasscclusetts Institute of Yeckmolory, &

tle sade tiwe, o probotype L-17 was being [ilted up Lor thls sort of

k4
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wor.. &t the Jdrerc.t ladio Loborotory, .ri_ut Flelu, «nd eurly in

IS )

waztercer Lre rivst pubhfinder uaits .wved to Jngl::nu.'c’

zy the end of Le tecber there were four plunes e rbped with o
Critish ueviee wnow. Lo 123 and ib wis cecided not to wall for sdditionad
equinment., Tnese four olanes were used to lead 330 honbers to Tuden on
27 secterber. The ccwel wins led by the 23 nlanes was to boso on the
lowder and tihe followins uwalbs were to boub on sky acrkers left by the
pathfinder plares. Unfortun.tely, the elecuds wert up to 20,000 feet
and the markers were nob visiple, llevertleless, Cerer.l .nderson
comganiuine the VIII Dowber Qoukend :ad his co.bub lewters coasidered
the exrepiment enc‘:uragi_rw.83 L8 o resuli, Ceneral Zuker cubled General
aaeld that every effort should be nade to red un HZX“ squron Lo
Zncland by 15 ilove tver, wnd to urovide 30 cer cenb monthly renliceents.,
Le bellieved thut overcast bombing izht be the «nswer to the German
fimhter and wus waaxious 1o inmorove the tecmique.al‘ -y the end of
Cetbober additiondd blind-boubing devices sucii as UBU. were being used
by bhe _ij“_g}:t.iqtﬁ5 znd b, the erd of 'ovesber pabuziuder nissions were a
reculir fealire of eperalicus.

But none ol these aevelopoents reeally wet the thredab of the Gerian
Tishter sttick on tie bouber fom.acioss. ine req«l answer to this pro-
blen was to provide nore lustanes ana Thunuerikolts for the "biz friends™
on bLheir deep penetrations. General Doolittle had stressed this point
. in a memo to the head of Amy ir Forces cn 22 Uay 1943, Fe pointed out

that in the Vorthwest ifrican . ir Porces there was a serious shorbage

of lonr-renge firhter escorts. If escort fighters could be used, losses

T vias the .mericen version of the Zeitish 123,

e -
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would be reduced, the bombing would be lmproved, asd the psyeholosieal
effects would be so favorable that crews could be sent more frequently
on missions. Furthermore, the new Zersan rethods of alr-to-air boubing,
heavy «bbzeks by strengly arncred fighters, ind loag-rance machine—gun
abtucks could only be net by more fighters., Milthouzh escort firtiers
huve been desirwwvle in the past," the jenerul concluded provhetically,
they will oe essenticdl in the future."86

Uranted that long-renge fighters were necesszry, how was the
range of the =38, P-51, ana the =47 to be extended untlil they could
nrovide fighiber vrotection all the way out and baek for the bombers?
The answer had been siven by General 3psabtz vhen in 1942 he wrotes
Yiuxiliary (expendable) tumlis offer the only immediete solubion for
extending the range of fighters."87

in 3 CUctober 1942 the question was raised by the theater authorities
as to the possibiliby of the United Stutes IMurnishing jettisonable belly
tanks for fighters., The first 238's in the theater hud possessed two
150-gallon tanks as sbancard equipment, but shortly ufter reuching
ingland, tne | -38's were transferred to llorth si‘rica.88 liothing was
done chout tie tunks durirg the remsinder of 1942, but early in 1943
the question was balien up aruin. The Jir Teemmicasdl Zeetion of the VITI
Fighter Comnand was investigating the possibility of havine the barks
mede in Dngland, wub it wes first deecided to ovtiin the equipment from
the United stables ir _ossible, anu on 1¢ Jfebruury o reguest was sent
out; for 63,000. Owing to the lumedlste need for them, .ashiacbon de=
cided to recuest the British Hdnistry of .direrafi Froduction to supply

16,000 jettiscnable tangs of 2ud-gallun-papaodty Ko the P-47 aircrart.

T Y
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The llaP instead countered with the suggestion tnxt the tanks be ade
in the United States anu shioped for assembly to &131&:1&.89 This vlan
was rejected. !eanwhile, the .ir Technieal Service worked cut a de-
sign for a steel tank which was upproved by the Zighth iir Force on
23 Vay and the British were requested to monufacture it in quantity.
Cwing to the current steel clortacre in the British Isles the MAP
offered instezd to construct 108~rallon paper tanks of Britisk design
reinforeed to withistand seven pounds rer inch working pressure. This
marer tank was acoroved by the VIII Firhter Qoam-nd on 26 June «nd the
initizl delivery was mzde on 12 July.go © short tine lcter the first
mission was flown with lhe perer teniis und was successiul, 1

But the paier tanks were not the final zolubion, and since L, 000
mebal tanks of 75-gullon capacity had recertly srrived from the United
States, it wus decided to try couippin,. the =47 (which Lad the shortest
range of the three prineipal fignter ty,.es) with thew, penaing the
avallablility of tue lerger .sper tanks.’?® It was believed theb the
Thunderbelt should ke able to climb to 22,000 feet and travel 14V to
150 miles before having to drop the tank. The first flight tests of
the P=i7 with the mebal tank were run off on 17 Jurust and were successe—
ful., One week later the P-47's vere sent on a corbub ndssion with this
equ:’.pmnt.%

tleanwhile, the 10C8~gallon paner tunk had reached production and on
3 Septerber the Sritish uade thelr Ffirst delivery to ihe Eighth Zir
Force M liowever, os the steel situation in the United Lingdom eased

somewnat, 1t was decild=d Lo ~anufacture steel tonks of 100 und 150

wallons.  onen the I'=51 arviveqd jin the. thestepiticymlicatea the

A
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gituution since it had equipient for two 75-zwllon external tanks, out
because they were unureswurized and could nobt be used at albitudes of
over 20,000 feet they were not desirable.gs It wus finally decided Lo
transfer the P47 tanks to the P-51 as needed, and a tenporary in-
sbillation for ile 1o8~wzllon paer twili was worxked out Ifor the Tuunder~
bolt.96

Thus the aifficuliies were ellinzted libtle b liktle. b the
end of Je terwer there were enourh fightef-s gzuicped with jettisonable
iuel containers to o on a lou -ranre escort rdssicu. On the 27th,
the cay that saw the first puthfinder operation, the vonbers thut
went to Irmen were escorted to the tar eb w.d bagk by longeronze r=-47
fighters.97 Yy L ovesor enougn jlanes were belinsg eguinned with the
srodler tedes 30 tnat Lhe raudus oi penebrabion s withurawal swncord
hoo ereatly inereased. T3 14 Decerter tre sniyweats of ¥ritish terks
were s0 lar-e blut productlon of the T5-zallon contalner was stopped
in the United Siaoles, wrd a2t the end of the year there were between
2,000 aad 3,000 jettisonable tariis at each VIIT Fighter Jommend stution,?8
In 1544, the firkiers would be cbls to accougany the bo bers virbually
to any tavret,

The louseranre .rericun ishter plane was vhe answer to the
vool:iet amw Firnter cobined attack on the heavy borbers. it the end
of Uetober, Cemoril .rnold could suill write: "y concern about the
Tirvter on_ ositloa thot the Zichth Lir Force botbers «re meeting is
Tery {;ree.t.“% Sul afver Ceclooer ths bomber loszses never seriously
threcbenea the vaild-un of strencth in the United Lingdom. By "y,

s . oo
only 2.7 ver csub ol the bowers reccnin: the t.rpet were uesuroyed.l

S

- T RS-
- ) 14,7 ‘ \‘%

Y

A
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In this vietory, ihe adaptation of the siile-engine figuter to lownz-
ranre work nlayed s lapge nart. In the oninion of “/ing CJommander
idzel Tanpye, it was "one of the most remarkable achievenents of the

wap, 10k

flor was the simificance of this lost on the Germans. During
his interrogation, P/ [ l'ermurm Coering, late of the Luftwaife, stobed
that he coulc hardly believe 1t when told thut erican ficliters had
agpedred over Hanover, arnd that he realized it was a trapic development
for Germ;ny.loz
Thus, as the dnber of 1943-hl appro.ched, so e of the nroblems
of the Xirhth .Jdir Force seemed to have been solved. The increasing
" flow of nlanes wne erews frow the Uniled Stubes relieved lears thot the
oifensive wjainst Sermeny -dpht fail ror lack of sitrenrth and muleriel,
It seemed unlikely that JCLLISLudl woula ce threatened by diversions to
other projecis, and the sp.earance of the lonz-range Iighter rade it
vrobable that by the first of the year tne comber sruadrons would have
comalete fighter protection to the target and back,
U'evertheless, Jener«l ‘rnold was nobt satisfied with tl.e progress
of POILTBLulT.. The oroduction of fermen Lirheers had been helu uown
to apgroxirately 400 Ve=109's and 200 F/=-130's wer rionbh for the last
quarter of 1943, but ithe Ladtwaife was far from destroyed, and with the
restriction of beo.ubing operations which vhe winber weather would un-
deubtedly couse, it -—icht be zble to increase its production. On the
day of the ~reut Zehwelnfurt rmission, rnold comunicated soue of hils
digsotisfuction to 'ir larshal Jir Charles Portzl. WOTERLCRD hanes
directly on the suceess of our combined zeriul offensive," he began,

tond 1wt sure thut our rfoilure to decisiwvely ciirule both the sources
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of Gernun Jir uvower @ the G438 ibsely is cwusing you aid me reul
concern,™93  Genersl .rrold then steted that ie felt not enough plunes
were getiing off the ground, suu that he was Mpressingt Ecker on this.
He wuas likewise disturbed over weviztions Irom the CoU priorities to
such turgets as shipbullaing lnstallatlions, port clties, and the i,lii:e,
G hie was also anxious to see rore British tishters go into 4ction.wl‘
Two aays later, he cabled Portdl that the rreat effort being expended
against the Gerwan aircraft industry by our heavy bombers would not
show any early results unless the present front-line strength of the
3. could be severely cripiled.s "'e must bring into the butile asuinst
him &11 of our numerieal sumeriority in aireraft. By this I mean
specifically the eirerait of our tuctledl forces, your home defense
forces, and the total weisht of our combined bomber forces zgainst the
installations mutually selected lor destructic>11.“105

In his renly on the 24th of Cetober, ir "rshal ortzl disasveed
wilh certain parts of General am.old's letter of the 14th while he arresd
with others. Le stated definiiely thetl none of the officicl rriorities
hed been altered in «ny wwy. e ttaclks to which urunola kaa obected
were aictabed by reamsou ol the iruining needs of crews, anu because of
bhe low nwibcr of ¢rews suu aireralt which daid sot cer-dt of deep or
Irequent pernetrotion lato heavil; deienuca areas.tU0  Cenerul aker had
been asked Lo abback burgets vubside of Gerr.ny vreooer only uwhen swather
orevented oserutlons epainst ore i-vortant object.ives.l‘g? .5 to the
fellure to destroy the Luftwalfe, the main difflceulty was to force the
Serwan to cote wy and fizhb. ML fear thab this is robt «dways successiul

sinee his rpoliey is to conserve, h:l.s L:Lﬂhters <nd to use them only against
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large bomber forieticus whict penetrate Jeep nto the heart of his
country. nl08

{n tle other hand, the alr . arsil adritted that in the JiJ they
had "fallen far short of wh.t we hoved to acconplish.“mg For one
thin~, Tthe 1.7 bo-bers bad bad to comcentr.te oo lihr tarpets because
of the orort swirer riltws. lse, 1t waz dlificult ub ni~-hbt %o locute
the srell towms in which s oo Bre airer-f1 foctories were loooted,
“te Zirhth Jir Toree hnd been teld baclh beewuse of its slow suild-us,
It had by po. e2.e witiin 70 er eent of whot bou ceen antieionitea loxr
Ootober, bub its elffective strengsth wes only 50 ner eond ox whib hLau
neen exvected ws Wollable for rhase L oy the CBO. Thus a creat
vactical auvantaze Lad Leen tirowa ey b, tie delay in the accumulcbion
of sirength, onu the eneny had Leen able 1o hardle trls smuldl force
while lLe developed adequabte counbertt €asures. rortel now bellevea bhab,
unless it wms uveelded to azecect Fecvy casiellliss, 1t woulu tile a crester
force thinm thut orovidew for in the Ol Lo cehleve Lne wivicliated
effect 110

1t is eviueat thab bolh .rmold and Fortdd felt & eriticad periou loy
checd. Glven .o musuelly bod vvianter with rogy nononerational aays =nd
overcast Larcets, the M55 “icrd sucesed in reesverins fron the losses it
sustzined in the .e vy sbtucas of July, .a=izh, .ra Cetober. ‘uch would
cecera on tie o crubions of bhe nexl rlour .romtho, Iww Loges for the
SBhaeok on bBhe Taabwefle nd o Dow w.nvs of ook [lvine weeller in tle
winber ~i-bb weclde it ¢ success o Lle lard invi.cion of the Joatinent

in 1904,

[
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sust dned stralecle bosbora ol on Jerin ler inaedslrl.l bor els from
Lollerraiean Uawss wWoula  usbliy ~Lvin - tels L e ol o, ersblon o«
LB Lhe orLorih, .7

sugpert for 4 swruterle vounolyy uviversive sgron IRolian buses Jdso
gz.e drce. Se.arcl Tliesloler, Libler the episls L tie Lulsrno beuche
feaa Lad sboted W it lookes a8 iy o cadrdy rosdid aavence loht tule
pluce, re wrote Jeneral !larsiull thol be wd Sooersl Jnaltz cellieved
a rester efleciiveness irht be ochleved ibh: less loss, it o nortion
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mcwti.u.a 1Lis wonda oo e it nossible to asbacs tarrebs ber owd

w

rexch of "rit.in-bised borbers, tlere would we less 7.0 wnd anblady-
eruft o osition venerclly, wnd ile Zullwalfe would have to tida Lisell
cut to wet bbacks iren two wirecllons. lsenbower corcluded: "3ince
ne ol Lhe Jloe re.sons Jor the ove lnboe 1toly wis Lo secure Lip
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recelve exrdy colslleration.!

onoad Lboust, ckrerd Lmold orepared o ouene enblilea Ylornond (nd
Jomerol of Luruiernic _ip .orvees orercting o Jiast Serany. n? Lbhouel
oriierily concerned wWill o gueslicon of cuwmend, thls docuwent did ;o

»

into bhe deslveciliby or establisitus & nov siralesic odp Toree in Tualy.

e Gabe on tie lebber Iz ot clewsd, treed; do Ly oe 20 arusi.
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~rriold felt thet with sultuble cirfieles in this Peninsuls, the carrying

oub of oir acbicrs aoulrwt Mer-on Inoushbyr- vouda be faeilitated by the
slternative usce of Tritist anu Itslian busez, derendin~ on the weatler.
Since Le Lelieved tied tro weuller in the Fo Tdlley would wrobably Le
bettor for Lo bers than that in 3ndird, it would be useful to Lave
S¢ e elirdroes in buls :.vrea..lo Stuttle owrstions between nviund wnd
Ituly coulo wlso ke curried out.

b ohis polob, o mositiu. to tie olrn develosed. ffhe Jritish oip
zubhorities were stroitly on oseu to divertin- he vy <rouss o Ituly,
ard cectuin osericun ~enerals in the JTC were dQubious oboub the ideu.
Un 29 cepteaber .ir . arsicl fir _rbior 1. Lorris wrote Derepil _a.er
that he wus serlousl, ulsturced by the peliel Lict ocubers operating
from Italy could do nore wwise bo Gersany than »dwies co:dng Irom
Suglish bases. Ile thought ket nwoy Looortont prouselion centers were
closer bo sritail d4nd blat vweather conuitio.s in the Lo dara Fleln vere
no vetier than .. lind's. Sarlhercore, siuce tle Ztely-vased ol.nes
woula have to nzke o detour to pre.erve the neutrality of Switzerlurd,
this would add to their journey vesides siwlifying the Gerrman ficiter
defenses In conclusion e st:—..»ted:ll

It would toke ut least a yeur before s porderuble force of heavy

borbers could e o-eruled econoniesdly rron lorthern Ituly—e—aflzer

ve have tzken Uorthern Italy. Por these reusons, 1 am convinced
thal the advantares to be ~uined Crom usine oages in Italy wre
negligible, The loss of strikin - nower ugiinst the vital varis
of Gervany, <ud of tirme, wnich would be imeurred by transferring
borbers to then from this couwnbry woild, on the other hand, be
culte disastrous.

fenerul Toker was ozposed e tle olin becluse he feared it would cub

into his bovber wind Tfighter Jorces wnd wake difficult the aeecornlichrant
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of FOLMELAT? 1. Gen. Iowal H. Zuwirds wonaered if sufficient
consideration had been given to the idea of & new air iuvrce in Italy.13
Like the British, ke questloned the value and availebility of Ttallan
bases and felt that already existing facilities in the United Kinzdom
were adequate. He was afraid that shuttle operations would require
rore service personnel in both areas and if the Cradley Planﬁ‘was not
being mebt in the United Kinpdoa, how would this larger demand be satis-
£ied?lh‘ Adr larshal Bottodley warned that "we :wust avoid precipitate
actlon which may result in sending uirceraft and rescurces to the
lediterranean only o find them unable to conbribute effectively from
that theater

at this point, the opposing wurguzents cun be summarized briefly.
Ceneral arnold advocated the creabtion of w« new strategic alr force
operating from Italian buses ror the followi:r reasons: (1) it would
enuble our bombess to reach obyectives oub of runge of Britain-based
planes, (2) it would divide German tighter strengbh, (3) it would make
possible shuttle bombing between Englund und Italy, acd (4) weather
conditions in northern Ttaly would moke nossible winter operatioas
against the Releh when British bases would be freguently nonoserational.

These srgurments were apparently opsosed by Harris, Portal,
Eottoaley, Tuker, and Idwurds on the followingz grounds: (1) the most
imporbant Jerman targets could already be reached rron the United
Fingdom, (2) Italion weather was quite as foul as the British variety,
(3) to avoid Switzerland would greatly add to the length and danzer of

each mission, and (4) to setup a new strategic air force would seriously

#The troop build-un for the Eiéhﬂh 4ir Foree. See .. F Historical Studies:

lio. 32.
P " ' ;
&i EI;‘I r
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weaken the operabions oif the Eighth.%

in view of the leter operations of the Fifteenth .ir Force, it is
posgible to maxe sc.e sort of an estimate of these urguzents., 2Sritish
claing that nost of the irwcrtunt CGexuma targebs were within reuach of
LL.F and Bighth .ir foree bonvers seem to have failed to take ianto
ageount the eastward dispersion of the aireraft industry. .an Cffice
of Strategic Jervices repvort of 17 August 1943 estimated that only
12 per ceat of the German single~enmine fishter ussembly was carried
out, within 500 miles of London, while sliehily over 80 ver cent was
located within aboub 400 miles of possible north Italien bases.l®
aetually, in addition to the bombinz of the zreat complex of ".iener
leustaedt, attacks on Importont Italian, Bungarian, and Yugoslav aire-
cruft factorles would have been imoossible withoubt the Fifteenth,
Furthermore, tle easterly dis ersal of iti.e G\ plants comnlelely
knocked out the argsument bused on preserving the neubraiily of Swibzer-
land, The bormber routes luay fer to the east of that nabtion., Un the
other hand there is no gquestion bub the n~lish were pricht chout the
weather. Olimatic conditions, «ceordin: bo liij. Gen. Iabbun F. Twining,
coazader after 3 January 1944, greatly hindered tihe Iifbeeath's oursudl
of FUILTEL..IL. curlny Januapy and Jebrusry nd they effectuslly pre-
venbeuw shutble bombing whd many coubined c:zmerc.ab:i.czns.17 It is difficult -’
to say bow mucn ihe Jer_wn Iigiters were split by the ubback from Ituly.
Had it been vossible to run more cuddined operetions, there uilcht be
wore evidence upon whileh to wale a Judpment, bubt as vointed out avove,

the weatber usually interferea, It Is ulso next to Lapossivle bo

¥Perhups the Lribish and .oericans in Znglund were tiinkinz of whet
hapnened to the Eignthts operations and sunosly systen when the Twelith
was setb un in the Lealferranein wred.
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estlwbte how mach  reobter the sirhibh's opwrdbions woula Lwve been wibh-
cut ti.e estublishuent of the fFifteenth. 3inece tlhe urineipul obsbucle
to carrylus oub tue odr offensive ajalnst the Luftwuailfe wes weather ruther
then lack of alanes, seribaps the questliou is wcaderiic,

In spite of opsosin: arswients, Jenersl rnold srepsred i frlan
to .ssure tle . ost Difective Zxploitction of the Jombired towber
Uifeasive® wnd saonitieu it to tre Joint Chiels o1 Htodf sbout 9 Cc’bober.13
Tals provided for ifhe estublisheent of o strutecle zir sorce in Itely
to Le ror.es by oo biniar the 31x heavy rrouss of tre TI Zober Coriand
with 13 rrcuos to Le diverbed frow alloc:tloas to the Tichith. The
scheduleu build-us was to briang the Fifteenth w to 21 keuwvy Louburdiend
rrouns, L reconnailssencza, and 7 Linr-raare fighter crous by the end of
Jarch 19!;‘!;,.19 WIher belvy areroved by 403, it rewched 035 and received
vhelr wrqrovel on 22 (ebober, with the activaition of the Fifteenth
20

schedwled for the berlrmin- of Tove. ber.*” Iven oiter this decision

there w.s sbill so o discuysicr. & Lhe 350 roetin« on 27 Cotober,

Jir Jdoln DALL woiced Lis uoubls s to oie wicuoshi of crelbin ' o new
diversion froe. the bo ler ei‘i‘orh.‘?l 48 Lol us additloosl ~roups went,
Fe vias sare thabt bhe sucillities do o Lurna uere JSully orencaed o boke
tles. Gerored Lreold reciied Lhoan Cener.d Z..sbz wzala e able to
weeonzodele vren dn Itldy, wou Sener.d Leshall oudd vuel 1€ wes con-
cerned over bhoe lossews or bre Jighth olr force aiu fell 1t was essentiul
Lo crecle o noe oir forec or oouwtsr Yorece to hels uls.orss lie deriumn

Y )

agnt&rs .

.noarentl; this e.ded tue diseussicn; on 1 lovesiver, tre
Fifteenth was formall; webivobed wnuer " Ly. Zen. Jues . Oooliivtle

wibh 2%3 Lo bers wnu 202 Li-bters or herd wibth uniils.
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. crest desl of eereful greiip.ublion w.s Lawvolved iu tils - issior.
f.e wlstonce wsleh Lre v.trs rod o kv Irod bhelr Slellliun e-ses
T LOre sl Lyued L dles round-trip, o 000 of it wius over enedy-—
kheld territory. Jinee tlls ode ib wossile for Lne 07 to L&ke many
interce.tlons, tie rirnber escort was to ve cxiended Lo the uxiium
rae walon weuld slve vee o Lers protection to wituin 10U ndles of
tLe target.al wackher eroun of fi-nters woald Lhen meet tle forutions
ot winu rsiwe wnd egcord the | toor Lo tlelir buses.

Stortly olfler noon on the 2d, .oid of the opercibional wireraft of
the Fifteenth tool: off and herded rorthward, < Lhoarently intirdoated
by the ottendant fishter growes, eneiy intercestors based on tre near-
by fields ot Stoplee, letonico, LuTrely o Jruz dio not take the Jir,
and no sericus i hier o- csitieon anpeured until urout 10 minutes before
tre tarreb was reaxcred. . botal of 112 Liborators and Fortresses
dropped 327 tons of bhi-h explosive in snibe of oblucks by 150 to 175
eneryy vlunes. lre recuwlbs wore most Jpulifidng. wae olrer:at ussembly
plard wes destroyed wod cnoblier duasred, two ILiid hunr.xrs were wived
out, and reny ouildiors showed Llact demioes  Jrobers swotted the [loner
seusbuds/lord adriielu anu 13 direr.it were awné ed on e round.
Iuildines in the southiest coracr of the plant «nid the odjolnin: lavor
ca-n were nit, onid o0ne of the .achine slops in the Steyr-luirder-such
Fuetory were struci:.33 Zleven bonbers were lost wnd elai.s of 56~27-8
vere filed. It wiws believed that this ruoid ceprived the lurtwurfe of
a momthly oubnut of wosroxi.etely 50 of tiedr best fi lters, or 0 per
cent of tie tobal oubpub of the 1le-1C7,7%

“hile the Fifteenth wes =ukine this iuoressive debub, btine Sighth

was orogressin: ranidly in its develor-enb of blind-kcombins techniques,

R

doacd
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In the largest deylistt operebion yet curried out by .mericun planes,

a totudl of 1,232 bombers ard firhters attached Germun targets on

11 ioverber usine HRY leader nlenes, zlbhourh F25 equipment wes present
in cuse the Pzl fuileds”’ The resulbs were satisfactory, and Gereral
srnold instmicted the Fiite.ntn to s@id certzin officers to the United
Sbetes to heln organize a »FF unit for the new strabeslc alr force. te
conbermiated serding eight B-2L's e-ulpred with [ZX and erews in January
wed 16 ore in Eebruary.sé obrer bic HZL mission took nlace on 13 [fove
ember when 317 heavy Lu.bers attucked lLremen, albthoughl covered by 1o/10
cloud. ZIviuently the Cerrins hau learned thab tue overcasi was no

longer adequute prolection, for the mission was sirongly contested and

« flerce alr battle took uvlace over tue clouds.37

. Cn 8 love.doer, the Fifteenth begun a series of atbacks ayainst ball-
bearing installations lasting three days. The Turin works were bembed

on the first day, and on the 9th and 10th the Villar rerosa plant
38

slipntly west of Turin was the terget. The mission of the Oth was
successful uand the aission intellizence summzry estimuted that the
faetory would be completely inoperative for some time to come. The
missions acainst Villar Ferossu were rot so effective; the first attack
missed the tar~et entirely, and the second cuused only slicht damage.39
<frer five duys of inactivity, the Fifteenth turned from ball
bearings to airfields. The first turget wus, by request, tie ithens/
Sleusis alrdrome. This was the wost active long-ranve borber field in
Creece. =rom vl to 70 aireraft were usuaully based there including a
large muier of Ju~88's which hud been operabing against islands in

the Dodecunese group keld by the «llies., Tue islana of Leros where
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the fermans hud selzed u beuckheud was under esgecially heavy attack
by enery formalions baged at Elensis. A0 Conserquently, it wes hoped
that & successful blow aszinst it wisht case the cressure at Leros.
. The field was bombed by 46 B-24's with frasmentation borbs curing
vhe riorning of the 15th with some success. However, .. muck more
suceessiul raid occurred on the L7th when 40 B~17's arcpoed 120 tons
of 50umpound Gr voubs with « Leavy concentrution on hengars, buildings,
and the langing area west oi tne central runwsy, There were probable
direct uits on five of the nine hangars and a dirveect hit on the central
adrinistrebion building. Of the 55 aircruft seen on the rield, 10 were
dammged ano 5 were destroyed.hz (n the 18th .thens/Zleusis wus struck
again by 50 B=l7's dropoing 6,900 fragmentation bonbs to cowplete the
destruction caused by the heavier exvlosives used the nrevicus day.
Ey this time tre field was so thoroughly postholed as to be tenporarily
incperative, A3
Usanwhile on the 16th, bombers of the Fifteenth Lir Force carried
out a raid on two airdrores in southern France, thus fulfilling one of
the requirements of their bouwbins direetive. Istres le Tuke wnd Salen
de [rovence were boabed by 285 and 1;3% p-26 borbers resmectively with
oot results. ¥ (n the 18th the ~ichth made one of its longest flirhis
to bowb the GAF airclane engine .nd fuseluge vepuir depst at the (sic/
Ljeller zirdrome,lorwy. Guinz to tle distunce involved, nc fichters
. could wecompany the 102 5=241s which weve dispntehed.®’ .. total of 78
Liberators reached the target and bombed from the relutively low altitude

of 12,000 feet tu insure accuracy."'b The results were very good, The

Wb this tiqe thecs: weretwo sediun bomb groups in bic Fifteenth iir Force.
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C. L. Zrinker Cisenverke .irfrane Hepair Fuctory was severely damased
with hits on the dismentline sihiop, a storage dewot, offices for pro-
duction and blue prints, tke heat ireatuent estublishment, F.-190 and
17e-109 corponent storage buildine, anc. other iListallations. Tre Duinler
Lenz .ero Insice Hevwlr Fuactory had two main buildings almost comwletely
demolished, caud tie Sxyerische lLoborenvierke lerc lnzine Repuir Fwctory
was s5i1l burning whern the photo reconnaissance #as nave AT is the nlanes
retired irox the targets, Tires were burning fiercely, there were heavy
explosions, and & column of smoke wrose thul coulu be seen 25 miles
away.l‘s

Oper«tions ol both air foreces for the remsinder of liovenker were
not sapecially outslanding. .Jeather constantly interfered; many missions
had to Le canceled and the results ot those that wers carried out were
often unobserved. Some "Jellingtons of the Fifteenth boisbed the Turin
ball=bearins works and the Jiampino airdrome in night raids with undls-
closed resulte.’’ Somewhat better luck was has when medium boubers
attacked the Grosssbo alrdroue with 93.5 tons of 500-nmound GP botbs.
The Eighth concluded its Uove~ter oporstions by two attacks on the town
of Jolingen in tre Nhineliad.. This town was an airercft parts and
steel alloy center. In bobh aissions the westher vrevented an assessment
of the damere, Ca vhe second mission on 1 dscexber, the Lighter escort
stuyed with the borbers until the IP was reached where upon the "little
Triends® withdrew. Tre rornations were then wbtacked viclously by G.F
fishters and 24 bombers were lost.so

llovedicer was not wn isvortant month for FUILIBLLIL opsrations.

The most iaportant operation wus the Fifteenth's allack on Tdener

i 4 .
Leustaab on the 243 Yor M olls?pa.lﬂﬂ',,gwevar, boﬂraﬁegic org«nizaticns

N e URGATIO
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confined their elrorts zgainst the Luftwuffe to attacks on airdromes

«nd repsir inst.llaetions. Cluims were ceasiderubly less thun in pre-

vious nonths. Tie Jighth listed a total of 222 enemy zireratft destroyed,
. and the Fifteentl credibed its aireridt with 135 kills.sl Tie Sighth

lost 95 planes ana the Fifteenth, 28,92 he newly orzanized 'inth oir

Force confined itself wlmost enbirely to borber sbitaecks on alrurones

in rorthwest France, Pelgiwa, and the iaportant imsterdam/Schipol aire

port in Holland,53 while its fighters often escorted the heuvy bombers

of the Zighth over the Continent,

In December, the weather continued to resirict the operaztions of
the Fifteenth idr Force, and the POLLITSLATE prosram suffered especially.
.irdromes were the principal target, with several attacks being made
apainst GLF buses near thens. The Fiat %ol Zewring orks at Turin
wiich had been twice raided in llovesper wus visited azain by 112 3-17's
for the first mission of the sonth on 1 Deceuber, CJoverase of the
target by saws 354 tons of bo s was reqarded as complete by the re-
turning bovbers .nd luater recomnaissance reported considersble damare
to the iactory.% Erior to these utiacks, the Fiat vlant was supposed
Lo p:r{od.uce LO ver ceab of wll tie ball bewrincs availsble to Germany;
it vies now believed tnat two monthstoubtgut hiad been el:i.m:'mated.%

Tne Rome/sasule wirdrome was attucked without opsosition on 3 De-
eember by o stwll force of Liberdabors dropsing 32.24 tons of frazmentdtion

. and 16 tons of GP bomos.?! ua the oth, a series of raids on the .ihenian
airdroves wes tegun by abbacks on ke tield installations bt ithens/
Tleusis and .thens/lialanmaki. ihe <bbtack on leusis was made by 45 B-l7's

escorted by 32 P=38's, Framentation boubs were dropped with fair success,

- - =

Dt Wt B ! i
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bub the photo coverage was not good wnu an exseh estimte seems to be
lacking. 7 Tre Lulweski airdrowe was first boubed by 5J0-pouna G2
bomos and then hit by 4,250 fregmentution bosbs. Dust and debris made
it difficult to assess tie daiase done. In bolk cases, these atbtacks
provoked a ecertiin GJF reacbion, bub the cir battles were usually smull
affairs and nob very costly to eibrer sive,?

nother atlLaclh was rde on the "reek rields on the Zth. _leusis
vas raided uruin and well covered wibth 2,172 fragentation boubs, The
‘trhens/Tatol rield revealed z concentrution of L2 ireralt and so it
vas hit by 3o Libercbors dropping 4,000 of the Z0-pound wnbisircruft
znd antiversommel boubs, It was estinmubed thet 14 airerart were Je-
siroyed on the sround, includin: seven bLoaber-transport types.éo
Later reconmaissance cunrirmed tris, «nu credited the attacking lorces
dtn wiping out 21 wirerart ol the ileusis 4irdr046.61 again on the
lith tke three athenian fields vere attecied by Liberators and Fortresses
of tie Fifteenth, -Ath =32 cid P=47 escorts. Tabol was well covered and
seven hangars reseived direct ldis or near ulsses; the runway and west
dispersdl areu were . mass of sioke and debrls as the vosbers retired from
the area..62 Lodamakl was it by the largest task force (76 bombers) of
the three, droppinz 22L.5 tons of 500-pound GP explosives. etween 15
snd 20 F=130%s and Ve-109's were encountered over the barzet and 3 were
claived as destroyed. Durine the abtachk, 22 cnexry vlanes were counted
on the zirfield of which 8 uere destroyed ond 7 believed damared. There
were hewvy concentrations of Lits on the hzn~ur srea, storuge facilities,
landing strirs unoe runwoys, wnd dispersal areus.éB

.. final blow wes struci on the ZJth when ZTleusis was heuvily bombed
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by u task force of 109 B-17's escorted by b F=33's, The defense wus
the stiffest yet eacountered over tle Greek sirdromes. Both fluk and
planes were well controlled, wiw the tactics had ovbviously been wlunned
ir. zuvance by exeerierced perscmel."k e bordbin: was consiuerad
successiul; wny ballulugs were sbruck cnu ire fielu was well holed.
Three borMbers ware lost.65

Tre only abtemnpt made to bouw a hipghegriority rUIlToLall. targeb
oceurred on 1} Decenber when & snall loree ztbenphed to vomh the Lusser-—

sehmttt fuctory abt ‘ursburg in southern fermeny. Unfortunutely, the

strike nlotoz conbained rotids | vub wun exeellent view of the cloud cover
over the torgeb, wnd visusl csbinates indicuabed that the bombs fell south
of the objective. Tive liberdlors were 1031:.66

Lo Tinad wlow wus struck ot zirfields when wcdiwm borbers of the
Fifteenth: (the 17th nd 219th “rouns) abb.ached Midonia and Jentocslle
cn 28 Decerber. Strike olotos showed 18 adrercft on the ~round ot
Culdonin witl 7 wesbroyed .nd 1 dirared, Tee Lod o ttern covered the
field., .t Centocelle, bovb strikes tere dictributed over i.e southenst
side of the Lield ouly.O7

U0 el borzets within pane oF e =iddh alr Forse wid not
cole in tor rweh kosbing during Deceiwer. eabher cfiaiticuns uwlven (lade
uegep peactrations of tae Conblrnent Lurossille anu conssquently corts ond
shipbudldin- estublishiaents received .ore chan usuel cbteation. ooy
«ttacis ere 2iie on Tvden anu sloes bhig elby wuc well uerended by
fi-~heers anu iz, @ ol7 wlr hoblle resulbsd ewclh bins the tewvy Lodocrs
cuwle over, Lo elboek of 11 lecemiver rrodiced wn unmsually Lierce re-

aetion with very lurce Lorces involveu. .« tobil of 1,023 ..werican
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lanes~-582 Leavy coumers ouu 500 UL hlers-——abbocied vue city.°£ The
Gerdun Ti_ider co drolier Lp wrently curcectly wiz nosed the objesbive
of' the mission shortly wter the bo iers lewt tue “nzlish coast, Lud as
a result the Germun fijiters committed trnensclves eurly in the roid,.
Several rishter roups wiere jumped on thieir iy Lo tle boiber renc.pvous
walle tney were still flyins on welly camns. ..ccordin~ bo cne cownent ,
Tie new sin-le-envinea .2 237 wai encountered this roid and it out-
turned, cut-climbed wnd oub-run our I-h7 b 27,000 feet «ltitude,"™?
e 3d con Divisics, i iek Jia ol kuve closy Jislbter supsort, bore
tle wruat of vie Ter wn nlbics od sufiered Ble resviest losses. The
VewlC s w0 10s stlocked the lewu rouss in forrdions of ilree to
Teur «breest fron bd-h 12 o'clocn. 11 curried rockebs wirlch were re-
leeoed sirmliireously ol 400-yoru runve.  Then the eney oiened ua
Wibin eorron ot moehdoe Cwne. e came in closs to Zud yerds wng
blhen vived woldinost e low rrounc. dese obbeers were effeclive .nd ore
velieved t7 Loave cccounteu Tor ..o.b ol Lhe tobt.d losses of 17 O LTS . 1 O
s were go=iZ-Z3.

ibe ondy strictl, ruo.oiia operabloa corrled cub by Lhe TIIT
LOATEE 202 et Qull weee mer Bios oleee un tie 3lsbt. e Lur_ebs
wers Fords planbs sroducl o widl beedlu o L0r bhe Ceriuan war 2Chliie
and Lufblu.dife deoobs wnu Tieluc in soubiamst.orn o runes.,  fen oo i1
wints of tiwe VLIL 50 wer 220 s weie involwved, iolaliiye 454 effecllive
sorvies., 2lai-c vere du=lh<2. and losses - ere 25 bamburs.Tl T PO~
mubely 359 cons uere droled on bali-~learinT wlznts Lt Ivey ond bols-
wolotoe wrd wdes The | iscro=lirou Lopds-encind wor:es o bae latter towm,

ol

e chobas show wide=sore.d da .2 B WAL Uil vireebs. Lo Ldrfields ot
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o

orie of tle f.otors whiceh led Ldim fto royor tuls new o ron-essht.
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seamanile, 1b Lid JIrscor been ccclued to reorcalize the «ir ecnuand
in the . eulurraieann, -ad o W twoe Der 1953, the _editerrweun .1lied
ain 2urees (oaal) ves officiclly wuthorized,®? Inis ceLmind, Wnuer .4ir
Larsiial 2ir .cbiur . Yedder iitu Lo. Ten. Sl wpaatz s weguby, con-
sisbted of tue Fitbeenth cou rwelivh .ir Forces, the Jowstel Lir Corec
(Us 3., Iribisiyone Prench unitz), wad tie L7 lldddle ‘st .dr Fforce,
totuline: apsroxl uielr sowe 12,500 Jireruft i 321,000 nen (Junuary
19M1)086

Lowver, al-ost imnedi-tel;, after the foriction of 'L..F its coiliand
was ciwn-ed. Generdd Jowsbz and Ldr D arshal Yedder vere brousht Lo
Tnwny waw Ceneral Tuer was oved fronr the Zicrnth to conmasnd LF with
iy Yorshsdl Jir Jobm Zlessor e Lis cleputy.g? ithese finzl chanres were
not corpleted until the .iiddls of Jinuary.

The Oalro Conference wileh sanetioned the ereablon of 'L..F ulsc
rave roracl eunrovel bo the conbruligzed coitrol of sbrate-ic overstions
in .arere, so len Jdesived by Jencr.l reold.  Fhe official uirective
aztivatin  the S, stralecic .ir Soprces in .uwrore [US2.0Z, loter ULLELET
s issuew 5 Junuary 194L. ULuT.D wes Lo cowe unwer bLle Suprene Jdlied
Concnaer (u.wu) ab & future date; in bhe weantize, «ll FOLLILLIL orerds

tlous woalu be coordiniied Ly ..Ar lurehal cortdd, sctlny as arent of

bhe 935 Lor bobli Lrilisi any ..ericen «ir forces.”S Under lis direction,
Genersl opustz, coumunder of UL3LLF, vould direct stratepie scuivities
of ike Zighth ond Fifteewth ~ir lorees, ccordincting tie latter's
setivities ws rur «o cossible writh the operatious of iie .Jlied Com~

imander in Cnief in Lhe “editerrunean, 3ir Parry 'witland .ilson. in

caze of a streterle or tactical emergency, Teaerdl ..ilson W erpovered
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to vee the Cifteentis \ir Forece as he suw fit, Lut ror tle ress, ke was
reired to provide it fuvll support in i oI Del.d.. rissions, its first
velority, 9 1t wus soon Lrranced thed fenercl Scuntz would deal wibh
tie Fifteenth only bhrouris TTUF, and thot Qeneral T er would Lave
- . - - - - r

opgrublonal cur brol vy tals force subgect to 527 direciives. 70

Issuin: thesc directives was bhe respensibility of [ir @ zrsial
rortul. Juint  nele-ericon commitbess vrepsred sludles of bhe vardious
tarnels wod crecenteu eveluations of ndssions, Ileir reconenw.lions
finudly weut to we dolub Tur et o umibtiee which wrerared i.¢ uirectives
for Portzlts sijautureﬁl Tue ulrectives were received by UsSTLF wnd
then reprocessed to the Lighth and Fifteenth. QCenerdl Spsatz and nis
doputy commander for ogerubtions, !la’). Gen. F. L. andersou, conbrolled
the  ordur of selsction oJ targets.g‘?'

In sore weys, bhe wroblems and dubies facing the new commanding
general of laa# were much more involved thavn the siiuwation in the
United hinzdom had been, and it did not tale Gereral Zuker long to
iiscover this. I'e wrote in *wrch:?3

This is « new nettle of Lish fros U.h. The jJob there was cleun

cut. " e had rezlly but one nu or procram: to deliver the muxi-

mum bombload areinst ferman industry. Here we huve three nrimury

tusks wrd rany, nany subsidicry ones. The primury tusiks wres

the accomplishment of JJTMTELUE with the Stratesie lir Torce;

the sunport of londé ormies in battle with the Tuctical Ldr Forces

and keepin~ the sew lunes onen and rrotectinz the loplstic es-

teblishnents with the Josstel Sommand. In addition, we have such

cdorous morsels, or secondary commliments, ss reequlping the French,

maxinum 11ft to the Dulkin partisuns, roving out of .ifrica and

leaving the "frican war behind and oviar into Ttuly and etting on

with the conbinertul wur.
Furthermore, the dewuds of ihe la.w buttle in Ituly Crequently cub into
the slratesic voablis; operu.tions.% Thus wren Cenersl Zaker _rriveu Wb
liwf Eewdcuarters, ke round the Filteenth dlnvolvew in an exbensive attack
on airaercumes in preszrabion ror the anzio lanaings on 22 Janusry, and

w;&.
b

P = - g
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this contirved iubo Peoruary. Ludeed, @ prewc uezl could be writiten
wuring this .ericd aboubt the consbunt bugmor=war Llet verl ca tetween
bhe ol'teqn co.diictlu? uGuuds on [LuF's vest reservoir o olr vower,
fiere were cunillets between difverent wojectsy LTVLL vs. 204J 6L
vs. HL2DIELCDs also between tacticlans as to whether the gsround cam-
paigns or FCOUIBL &L shoula have first call on the newvy Lo-bers; und
bebweenr the wimien as to whilch Lvres of hbarget were the best for the
bo.bard.ent effort,”?

In suite of policy Jdisugreesents, the air war continued 2s ine
tensively as the weather per.ibted. (Cn 3 Jamery, the Fifteenth reided
the Tiat budl-be.rin~ egbublishoent ot Villerrferosa. “ith the osuccess—
ful raids on other centers of ball-bearine nroduction such s ZJemvein-
furt (14 Cetober 1943) und Turin (& liovember), the Fiat plant had
assuried cun esrecicl lroortanee. IV wus revorted thoeb 4V tong of ball
bearines had been shinped fron Ituly to Ceraay in lovenker; before
this uute, there were no co.roravle shilmments. TFurbheraore, the olant
sl Villarrercszu was suggossew to be muwing o syeelsl type of kearing
essential to airerait production.96 Donsequently, a szall force of
50 2-17's attacked thls turet on the 34, dropsinz ljo tons of 1,000-
pound boubs from cn altitude of 23,ul0 1eet. The sbribe piictus showed
12 dlreet hits en the main units of tle plant and dawging nelr wisses,
lLuter recopnaissarce nhotos shoved that the Iactory had sustuined ex-

tensive damege .ith 25 ver cent of the roorin deatro*red.97

Ay

e T
The next missions for bobn the Tizlth and Tinth were mincr. as

oart of a lawvrer vdssion to iLiel, Zighth iy Foree tombers struck &t

the wirfields ut Sordeaux .qnd Tours on the Lih, 92 while the Fiiteenbh

T ~ T
a-——-hﬂ-qiﬂ-‘" - — Y
- * .

5
el
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dispatehed L2 Lhewvy toubers to bosb the Steyr aero-encine factory at
Yaribor, Yugoslavia on ¥ January.‘;g I'o strike photos were obtained
and the resulis vere nob eviluated until the end of the :month.
Cn the «th, the Flfteenth bowbed the lesriune lireruft Fuctory
b Jegrio-lmelia., Tris mission was preceded by = carerul reccrmelssance
which Indiculed & consideruvle turnover oif sinsle-encine wirerafb. Se-
tween 3 and 7 Junary, tie nuzber of alreralt on the adjoinius wirfield
varied frou dey to doy as followss 17, 23, 4O, 18, and 35. It seemed
litely thut the Ceriins hud converted this fuctory zau airfield into
wir Laporbtant depob Tor fichier reualr, selutenunce, umd supply.lco The
tarzet wus rirst stbacked during the night of 7-3 Junuary vy 26
«ellin bons dropsing 39.5 tong frew 2,000 to 8,500 lfeel. Tre town,-
Tactory, urd elrdronevers covered with bursts, wrd «b least two 4,000-
pound <o s hit the factory., “unr fires .cre s‘bu‘bed.lo'l Tre follow-
ingz doy, 109 B-17's escorted by 32 P=32's dropped 324 tons on tie sbill
smouldering buildin~s, .11 oprosition seesed erushed as there were no
sirerait over the town and no 1z, “lith st leust 20 direct hits on
the foctory buildinzs, this tirmet vas elirvinated for the time bein:.loz
ike Zi~hth did not send cas wnother FOITZLIL mission until 11 Jan-
uary when, unrorvuaztely, weather coriously interfered. It hed been
planned to nake un attaci: dn Yorce on the Fi-190 assexbly and eamviorent
rient ot Csclersleven, lhe Ju-I3 wing amsnurueturloy worlis ot Lalberstaut,
and the ! uhdesnbau v, Inuweebric L. G. cdrerafbt usse.bly pluribs in and
sbout the city of Srunsivic<. Over 700 Lonbers dssexbled, bul unroreseen
clouw forasiilons woe Giie mlsslon confused und wltiastelyr costly."‘03

Turee bodvardiuent divisions totalins 12 cont .t wings were Jdispzlched.

] v 1

ARkl 32 Foea e

ih‘ AR T TP TTTTTTTNNSNSS
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The lst Division consisiea ¢f 5 E-l7 wings; 3 wings econtalning 175

sorbers were to atbaci: Oschersleven, and 2 contadining 114 clases were

sert to Izlberstodt. The 3d Division made up the second formubion

and had two objechtives: 3 vinss of 172 aireraft weve to bowd the (T.G
plant at Tueswl, and L wing of U2 Forlresses was to Loub LG in the

-4 1pelnitor smburb of Prunswick. The 2d Division which was f1iying

last Was to hit the I.G plants ob leupetritor und Alhelmitor with

85 and 55 aireruft res-ectively. | total of 663 nlones Was uiSpEtGth.lOA

The 1st Jivislon Look olff «s nlammed bub had diflicnlity in con=
taetine its full guoba of escort Ti~hters, «nd over the lost 160 iles
it wos bbended by cnly one ustuns group vhich had to divide itself
in two carts when the diwvision ap woached its tuin tar-eis. ifter ithe
54 Division touk of1 the weether bein to ceteriorste rapidly «auu the
forublion rinclly received u slgnzl oraering It to return. Lowever,
the lst Gombet Ldug was nesr its objective and it elzcied to continue
on bo Bhe Lucgeb; the olrer wings Jdecluew to reburn and bord turgets
of opportunity on the way out, tlus causing coasider.ble confusion
Lo the coverins ficulers. ihe last roriziion wes over tue Datch coast
whe. the reewll sirnul wus received aed it turned buek, borbing the
torms of 'epsen and Lingen on its return to Znrland,

In spite of these difdicultles, the forautions thut reached tleir
tursets did good work. There was £ome confusion amons the formations
. of the lst Divisinn zs the turpet cume into vieuw, bub ¢ rood nattern

was aronped on the =170 glandt &t vseharsloben., Dungse Was severs
in the main 1lait ared with fires turning in the mackine end ascerhly

skous. b Hleerstout, the raln concenbrubion fell just cast of the
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plant, eres, out < cesura LaVe sCored beavily on a lurge wor stop, wad
gnuller bulldla~s ne.rel; . Good Loubin: wus uwone ou the 11L& ractories
in the “ranewich cret,tod

aparently, the Gersan fighter conbroller Jflrst dliasnosed the
stbuelis us directed cruinst 3erlin, for virtwelly every Cersurn flshter
within rane vies ¢alled inbo &hs bultle, even ineluuing one enery-
lown 1—-38.106 Cwinr o vielblher .nd the recull of sose of tne winss,
fislter protection for tie bo bers wes not us onecassful as in previous
rlsslions. .5 o« resalt, soue 50U Cerman fichters wers wole to inflich
sonsidersble do e ou the tosk Jorce. The lewlest ass.aulbs cune on
the le.d proups in the lst 9ivision whiech had ibs low s-nadroa estirvely
destroved .nd lost o tobtul of 3Jo leaes, Tne oo kab wing of tre 3d
Division widch pencbr.ted to the :riluasr, tarzet lost 12 bombers, .ad
oo more werce lost by the Za during its withdrawd. (liorebtler, o0
auewvy boubers fuiled to return.m'?

e odudde ol ohe Lonbit orou bt @ gew ogsercbionzl uirecilive ror
the sifteeath iroa Generead Ipa.iz. e Paddns oblective wes the
destraction of tie Cerian 11 fber force, Lo e wecormlished in the
followine, schedule of g:riority:log

l. .7 sinde-en-ine fichiers

2. 0.7 tvin-enzine 1ichters

3e ire brli-vesrine inuustry
Jnlef tirrets in the first orioriby were the ! esscrscluidbt facbory b
Pe~enstur (first), Lhe Tischomend Vet (ceeond), wrie T ond IX
(third) ot the ~rext "essersenvibtt comlext in iener J.usbadl, «nd the
exbension ol the coxalex b ! li~enturt (fourth). Jlso listed as

second.ry Lor~ets in the rirst crlorily were the ructories f Dad Voslou,
169

y .- o B - ST I L -
or (hun~.ry), reudorfl, .eccnsourf ool Padn ARy A Lemwrn,

» )mi = =

tnly
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tio oulectives tere Listed sz tvireen inc frnctories: these usre the
lesserseriitt sluat wt lupcbure, sad Lle Dwn. Tepalo euyur Fuetory at
Szirebgeatiiklos, Tin ‘ary.llg Tor bull-bearin~ ultacis, ine dircclive
listed tic Fisch.r wlunt & Jctweinfurt, the V... . ot Stuttrurt/tad
Cinebatt, the .terr-J.imler-uzh wor s wb “berr, ustriu, .nd th

11l

e
"uller Z.ctory it Turc.ber-,

kewever, tids list readoel _ore oi o slrn o) thinzs lo coue

r.bier Uen gooetile @ 1 swsaiolely elfective, Tie sectler, of course,

idrecsuently lnberfored Wb, oo oo 211 id duee Junotprld Sure e which
§ g .

WOre nedussir, to resch suny oi Lrese bLi-L-priorif; ov ectives., Lo

ever, in addition to weotier, she lilteenlh tas unavle wo uevele its

inll wbtention bo sirerurt footories tecwuse it was involved in suy ort

of tie aushibiocus o er.llious of Lhe sprounu forees in Lle Boue wares

-
s A T

z wiieh wegex witi the liodiv-g ob Luzio, Zoll: berore

{oorution

arad Quring weas oferabtlon, core then 5,000 toas or ©o os Vere urolred

3
1
LS

. . . - a 'Y * & 3
Lbe strate -ic foroe on wirdre.cs wnd cowmmniceotions. Of svecdsl
Jrwortance were tie wttucls on il nejor sirsields, wuleh rendered the
enevy alr reconniissunce o yletely dnefllective wnu wllowed tie .dlies

1

i

.
[

to ackieve w rire thias in ..odern inrlure--z covilete surarise,

The 13k o) Januury Wias . ki . in counter- dr loree ooer.tions,

s w part of the nrelizlniries Lo the ncio lardle -z, three iryields

>

d feruvie, Justoeelle, ud Tuldond. tere Jtbeehed. Tre lornpla 2ire

field, whieh vno o ol reemmaissonec cenber, wus wtbocled on ble nicnt

of 12«13 comuir, b~ 47 .eiliu-lews wibh usdetoridued pasults. Tre

Pollowin ; jorin: 1t woo «dn struek b Ao 2177z are,inl 43.9 btons

P tr, B s . P ] H Tt
i blee Jbleeon e Ldelbobon VUL e oloavoasld ool in cbed .
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ol freceptibion Lahs, L cloud ovore the tor-ol crevented snoestiwhe

o g . 2, . .-
of tie to ‘bm?.ll’ gontocelle, looted on bro frines ok Uoue, wuL un

Losorb b L dder wuos for N0 o oarlblous a o orh or bio Lorces
wefernde.s eantr. ]l fo.ly. 1L i nil 1, 0l eszopbed corureszes of Loy dld
2503 e 2 @ Lo 3Crvice Lua oduAndluelbive u‘.lilwiu_s.lll* Tuidmnis, o
Lile o wog woebu, e oblo wa w7 o =LY of Wldel enl, L wede

Sl Lo oy ek poclifder trin ne vrelr en looivers bool to o c.as.

are Were alreclt LiLs on LUl LA ule, w «OP0000,), 1 wfSe, 17 wTiludn
dend e EXLniOr Lr st\:.i;,i.cu.llg hE NERL W, 260 WpE Lo wdverd e Lulte-
wasfets Sbtention rs cenbral Lol e ) iy «uelield, rewr ihe
u_oslaw conit, s meldoa by LAU =17t dreo odnc oL frecaesdabion

oo A3 tong Ge bc:f:tas.lltJ

Doosmbthdeds of Lhe £leld vun well juslonled
Thres Jor o laler wo dere Urss bte Jifbeoqd]l, dow v Lle arl tic
£ b Wy Lol PYaes JCwvtop o ra VAIDLorb. dnotorbasra
Yipuzmls, weille . ooticp dorso alol od wew  osoursstonlbt oo conmerd
Poster L 11 zourt Lo sodibern ausiri.. 0 resulls Jere soblse

11y

- agbor . trr bie A0BL, sell roroes o luer s FleTow L Lraci,

ol e lodama lle Lin, WM 1o Sir obion of 77 .o csu

. » . e - Ve e w e .
2:{*)-7} bfiv L% w.o o OBl a4 ook AR - RN TP R L o N Ay WY 4.2 P
202 X Lh wlres Ylodus eerh Ll pihw owa o fe Sudionl ol Iowep

2

. \ o . - . ce -
U A e L Tial . i W e 2 RSO0 TR Ll b ime boadel Cie e 1o

renagred Kabooclle acawviovaley i, Luo Lorbn o lntis Las
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Gowasnbiedlisr, w0 wono of boono Lavlicwcd we.l® o osa Ll o, LOT sh3.u
wid e inition duas sid everca T Looaalnot wrte Wit 83 e tnlleslotrie
aled sralsroe

. L

Ll legs Klndtied, fio Dilbeeatin vis nemb clled unon o dueld wibh
Lositution i tie vilvo nirfield, | meconmnliseixmes of Do Jumuarrt hod ree

velled an’neve.e ia e wrdur of orsr  lrwmcs ti LiAo wize o oL 1o

73, ot wbdeh A5 Lers pow Ju=ITts, It sse ed -ooslilble Lhal boe lerouns

i

hro deldriim o8 cuolaes dro . Bre Cregeca=lrele oo tor onury fious

LAt e sElo lerdln vo. ook aollowine Ble Lehion - lilo LLe

freuch alr w.res, 6 ~l7's vislico whls bor-ot wwd coversd 1L adth

Guo % GyL0d Jrlaenbovion Lo oo Llitho ol Cerran 2L Hders bosic mie ip
wTedieh b sy ker Jue o Liows, Llere were ro logesn. samm ool tie
Lulldin s on bhe Cledd were ble, cnu bhe calo JandinT (ea Wes .ell
eovercy wWill vuriug. LI Lo Su ene.r leres oihiod on tle Kleld,

WBrE LUw b By wha L Sosorbou LEHLITT, LT

she elirws ox bhis zerdps o) tucblell ower.iious in sus.orb or

tho xzio bowchleod w3 Lhe Yo coumber-. ir Force «ohion of 30 olilaly.

The oViweo Lo blos wuo, In O staob, toe neglude B0 tadn olerutlion, Yor

it ian e obte ot o Lrean ur & elicentrotion of Ceroar lok ~rud’e

be sbers.  Folleuins this reld, Llere wus o sddc-sorcad reconnsiss.ics

of Ter.m L.32s in norbiera It.ly on Lke Z7%BL.  Lis sloved o bobal

of 17w ese~y 1l hbers in bhe ore., vith 1207 distribubed on tre rour
. fields or 'nliw, Lovariuno, Villioriu, . Uiine J27 I seezed

likely th i tie Zer .unms terc tryin: to counber.et the ikre.t of

merleon toddkers btuzed in scubtiwrn IThaly b wevelolin~ compiicr.lle

wir stren-tlh in the orth, ecpeel 1l lon~=run-~e B 0ers. Yillsorba,
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lor exaple, UaS SLUOVIN o consluccsunle ducreazse in uu-£4's, % suen
bunses could ce usea for ralds wlinst stivpinr oow oirfields in tie
soutlera arca, ouda Liwrelore o lurse ogerdiion Wuz clamed ©o ronder
thes useloss. Lo s decided 1o boub the Lour iields, tut to tae care
of tie emeentrution of slaes (i 7ill.orba, this sicld vz to e tie
girject of @ speciul alsslion Jluied wibh -reut shill. 3lmece tic Jerouns
usually rub L1l feir aireralt into bie eir a. soon oo bhe redoir it

'

foried et of tie - rouch of hewwvy~bober Lor-wblons, 1l wus decided

vo szad L creun of F=L47's Lr below tle rudur screen if sossikle wnd a
Tow ~Anutes in advince of t.e hewvy formnbticss to cubhel the Ceran
nl:raes stlll en the crouna. 27

Tre surnrise woried rerfectly.  oul 1137 on bhe ornin: ol the
Z5tl, an up ro.chli ¢ Jorce of Peavy bo hers showed sbroas on btle r.d.r
sereen of tie Tillaorb. field wnd lie -dlobs Le_wn virrdns bhelir wwiors
for = cude.: tike-off. . fewr Lad _ush left the rround when suddenly ot
1140 o foree orf 00 Taurverbolt iisubers swert in -t berriilc speed jusi
ulove lle trectops. e Sercos were cau-ht co.odetely oif balunce,
anG rYor the nwxt fev _inutes tie luundertolts hed o vield day. ..1bo=-
selhor 2% snewy pliges were sliob uoui 10r & loss of tuo, Lardly had
bre uust settled vefore Tu o=177. e Lalling over a2l 23,000 feet to
dron 10,940 Ifrars w.d coudeie tre ;ob.lﬁo

Tiile this brilliant tour de forec el welinl cwrried out &t
villeorbw, tie three other flelds weie sloo bein? deslt with in swimary
[ushion. [zniavo vius btoubed ot 1157 by 35 Z~177s, und & hewvy COL-
centrubtion was copieved on the rortlern landine wew. There were

seversl fires starbed, -nc bobs vere seen explodiny wions the puriied
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1 Loveriw.o wms abtagked at the swe tise by 41 teavy

a.."'a.::'c::r:.—.:i"!:..3‘3

pobers £hyine in ted> waves. IThe second fomariion wes atbucized by 25

to 20 fermen fivitters durlrr the bo<b run, b & only 1 bober waus lost

Lad the field wio wel)l covered with hi‘cs.l32 JLortly citer these

three missions, o3 Liberutors renched the Uulne wirfield urd drocped

4 hewvy load ol fres~enbition bonbs. Ire north lundin- sround .nd

hansur «rew were nit repestedly, aad so ¢ bursts were noted uiong the

LO cirer.dt ooried on tre field, .oub 35 le-l09's wuu Fi-170's

gressed ho.e attacks just awber the bonb ran wes .uuc. Ine o bers

claimed bhe destraction of 14 Tighters ot a loss of two :L:‘.be:t'e:l:or.s.13:3
The paids of sv Jwuely uwidoubtedly weult the euerny o severe blow.

in addition to loging viluwble olunes, the Lur e nwler of duwisged alr-

craft probubly struined iils repair and r=inbenancs facilities to the

utterost. T.e destruction of those facilibies zb Udine «nd uviano

mede the situation oven ~ore eritical. [he nearest repuir center now

SVeileble was ob Dlarenfurt in .usbria very near the Italiun border

and considered w key roint in the uefense of south Jermmmy. Yo coimlete

the work of the 30Uth, the «irfields at ‘witno, Udine, uni Ilesenfurt

were wbbtuclhed on the 3lst by 41, 70, wnd 74 keavy bobers respectively,

with suecessiul results., & the last fleld 67 aircrolt were seen on

the ~round, & d 11 were destioyed «nd 7 dma“ed.ly* n esbinabe of

the eneny wir sibuclion riven in the lnbops Swvwry for 31 cunuary stuted

the followin;':l?' >
Txuerience iu previcus cu Punims inulcules thot gstiusles of ground
awnage bused on photogrepidc evidence ure coniservibive. In the sre-
senb Cwse, ailr clalis apiesr revsoneble cn wnelysis of the apparently
scpvicedble airernii resoinine ofber the wbbuccs. Uoncrebe evidence
shows at least 1h5 enemy dirvercit destroyed or dwiaged avi 1t is

hiphly probuble thur subsbantizlly more were rencered unservicecble
by Lie operution. T ud

’
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Tishtn .dr Foree operstlons durinz this stae periocd gere amelnsgt
othier thun FUILTZLLT tarsets. .eubher io many cases gsrevented the
deen remtrctions necessory Lo reach centers of G.f production, and
blinu-be:deing equinoment worked ..ore successiully ageinst harbors and
port installations then azsinst the smaddl tovns where sore of the
factories mere locubed., The only rajor ilssion of the montl: ajuinst
tn wireraft factory turned ovt to be unsuceessful. Cut of an availsble
strengbh of 91+ bombers 777 were dispubched on the 3%th to ubbaci: thre
fuecbories in the Eronswiclh area., mfortun.tely wesblier conditlons
proved ver, bud with 10/10 clouc over the entire Contiment with tops
reeching ue as nish os 27,000 reet. The 1hth Combat "fine lost contacth
with the other rormitions and borbed lonover instewd of the primur.

o esbimcbes of tle bouwmin- ecoulu be riven beciuse 11 fornutions
borbed by «oF enuigment. The fennuy Uighter ompositioen was strong,
ilth oprroxiwtely 30v ilileers involved. ioclels were used succesge
fully. 4in spite or escort 1i bters nutvering o35, 20 bo bers were lost,
and I, Tihters. Tre fijtbers cluiued A5wl5=34.T-0

4 DEV phuse of dir varfure was introduced cn the 3lst when 73
fishter-bo. bers ol the VIII Plylder Command were dispatched with an
escort to dive-boub the CGilze-Rijen zirdrcoe. .. totzl or 17.5 tone

were so dronged and us the weublier Was

o

~enerally clewr in the ares, ithe
results were [cod., Ao roximstely 120 eneny alrceralt opoosed the opera-
tion wnd esne viglous cobubs tuolr plecs. Six escorting riguters vere
shot dowm and ip return the Zishth's fighters clcoiued epeny losces of
1301, 37

Cn the whole, Jamanry like Deesrber wos not an imporiant uonth for

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO1295




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958 _

\

PUTLICLLA onerevions.  Toe Fllbecath wos rindicansed by bad weabber ond
Llts oblizbions to ow port Lie rouwrd Lutile. llovertleless, its exten-
slve ctiacis on ferawn airfields, whils uietated by the curreat bastisul
sibustion, were iLu reepins witu Gerer:d .raold's orders to sbrike the
Lulftwaife on tie  rovund @d lo Lie alr, woa should ove coanlaed os o
phase of Laiaalhoados  Lols air Toree ~ocunieu 3,202 effective boubsy
gorties lor tne relwstively low loss oL Gl heuvy borbers. .. totul of
11,051 tons of boeabs were uro:ned on all turpebs, wnd rirhber cna borber
cledng of eney, ol-ies destroyed cave Lo 320. 133

The ZArkth Lir Foree was likevise handlesnned by the cver-present
vrobled or veather. .Athou-h not involvazd in suwmsorting o lend babtle,
its prosrvan of oneratlo s wes so-ewhat thrown ory velunce by the
wpoearance ol new &na tobally unespccted tir-ebs with o hi~h rriority.
Theos were the Corm. rovob-nlane inst:llablons, ot first hnoim as
"eonslrucbion works" wnd liber as JJ(BALL turrets, which beron to stud
1ke Chinnel coast of TFrinece lule in 1943, .lthoush there had been a
few exnlopratory rulds in the wutumn, recdly serlous obbues Jdid not
berin unbil Decerber. Frow thed wmonth unlil the end of "arch, both
the Zirhth .nd Dloth Jir Jorces were forced lo deliver repeabted atbtacks
cowdnst tlhese ~enaclor insucllucious. Thus, the WC.IL turcsts couabined
with weuther to rake Ui Tl onerebions dirficult. Yhe Iiath _ir
Foree, Lor eXaile, wias so ccedgded with .dssious uioninst LS.JLS thsb
it wes able to bodb onl, ouse sipsield, thet ot gherbours/Lunertus,
whileh wag blt tulce as o secondary Largeb on 7 danu;ry.lgg

in spite o1 thelr lossss, the Luftwerfe was still able to uuke a

vicorous uglense ol Larcebs it coinsidercd vital., Ln 501 oscasions,

AT
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deen penelrations were opfosec by &5 ran) &as 200 ere.y” rishter plones,

~“hiers .UFO

[

crd newrly &1 the i’japortmt vizsicons were 2ot by ab least 100 3
Ii was evideni thobt tre ene:“l;r was still exverimentin-~ with a1l kinus of
werinl wernorns in tie bkooes of reetlin the obiaels on nis industries.
Lerill bobs, slide be bs, purachute Loy, . oven botbs on eables

were used b one time or snotier av.inst our rorbloas. Iochets wers
corsbeably fired by ene <« »laues Jduring the zir bubtles, and were resron-
sible for 2 rocd ety losses.ll*l Jevertheless, our wustue reriined
relobively lowy the 203 bo bers weshraved in J.auary uere only L.3 rer
cent of the elfective cortles. . :.inst this loss, tie VIIT Zomber
Sorwkand uroy ed 12,397 bous, anu made clalnis ol 552—156—129.3‘1'2 I

the vl Lbler Co vwmd's club, wre Ldued to liese ri:ures, we et tie over-
Ll clal of 795 Ceraan lanes of «ll tyoes desvroyed durin: Junuiry.
Lowever, there is sbred - reason yor besleving these cleins vere unauly

Ligh, ol Geweral Doolittle once stabed «s .uch, ur-in: his lover-

echelon co.nmanders to see thet all figures were as .courabe as nossible 45

Tie 250 wus now iubo its fowrbh nhase, accoraing to the orlsinal

schedule. It had been assumed trob by Lk, oir operctions would be
gsi-ned to prepmre for the coinc Invasion of the Jontinent wnd thuib

the Inftwaffe woald uob te . serious ilareat. Fubt in Junuary the

Lulbualfe was sbill very .achk of o threchb. /n L5 study estinied

thut the 'e~109 nro-rwi was saven rouths bel likd scehedule and the T =190

RS i‘our;l"*l‘ nevertkeless, the ..ir linistry's figures showed in increrse
of 50 sinvle-encine nlines over the DJecerker nroduction i‘i:ures.u"f; it
the weather durin: Jebratyy eontioned to nrevent deen renebrations of

tie Jeieh, vorhans e Cerun adrer.ft preduzbicn would ertin rezch the
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Few

hirh ficures of July 1943,
1 bhe 25th of Junuar), General _rnola discussed tie siluwtioa in
o letber o Gencral Jnaibz. e wes eanceracd over the swall numoer of
. Lo dbers Leln, ~eub Lo destroy iLoworbant terrets, @id Ieareu thub our
<lr sweerdorit; was Ledu,, ulVivea up laby zuall Yorees dassigned to
turcets o1l over _urope., Y0an't we, suil Gxy wnd not too Xur uistunt,®

te cuneluded, Ysend out a bir muwer--znd I 2cali & oL mutiber=--of

corfeers to il somsthing in tie nabure or un elrerz={% factory «nd lay

-

it Il P40 The cnswer to this cuestion was to coue in tihe ruids of

T

20-~258 Tebrucry, the fwmous "3ig Jwek" of the U. 3. .1y JAr Forces.
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+t the ead of Junuary, Lhe .ir linislry estinsbes of G.7

asonthly prowustion vere ue follows :"L
3/8 fishters 450
/& fighters 199

1.2 boubers and
reconneissance afec 315

Following the February stbacks, especially the period frow the Z0th
throurh the 25th, keown as the Big .eek, .ir iinistry estissbes in-
dicated & dros in production to these l‘igure.'-*.:z

§/.2 Tishters 248

T/zz. fighters 55
% bombsrs and
reschnzissanice 3/ 210

This cchiovement was thu result of the heuviest bodber dtiacks yet
gounted in the uir wer, plus the determination of Ceneral Jpactz to
oress Lo e the olfensive uieinst the Lutlwaffe. In 2 letter of 23 Jan-
uery 1G94 to woberd L. Lovely, Jssistuat Zcerelury of o for dr, he
stuted his coaving 'pla.na:B

I welieve . . . Ghot the «bilit, to apply the crescure fro. bvio
sides 7alnst the rmlddle cun be utilized bo the discoafiture of
lhe wnery. .5 teunuency will be to pluce o little bii wore ei-
phasie upon swubtlay the enesy on his airdroses unlensver possivle,
ana rorce Liw tu Fight unacr conditlions .wost wuvanbareous Lo us,.
Yhere re cerbtuin esssabicl targebs, howsver, such us richter

. fuctories unu wull~bearins works, weyond [irhwer cover, vnich
ast be nit when smobher condibions gerall cccurate bowbing re-
salbse fosw abbecis wlll no dowolt resuld dn he.vy losses, but
will oaterdally roiuce our loter lossis,
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Shorbly ulter, the .iir [Anictr; issued o cowrehenzive bo.barduent
pro-rom for the _i7hth, Filteenth, snd Jritish be wer comw.ndu. Flrst

wnd eoual criority e to o bo alnflu-sncloe .na beln=zn~ine i bor

Grframe ond et onent creduction. fie Cictith Ar Jorce's tar-ets vere
listed in nle roliondin~ orc‘.er:l‘

1. Trle Te=103 olonl ub Leipsic

2. Te=l0) rlat i wrensbur~/. rufenin~ {:loo the Fifoecnth)
4, F=193 plent ol ozen

he (e=ll0 plunt b Cotha

5. eu=" % 1lents al Torrdure, Lelierst.at, o tschersloben
o, el plart at  runsivacs

7o G190 Ggezuyly (i) Wb tubow

e w=lf) moge oly ob ) o.ocel/ oduan

g, el olagd o Coldiualbs

Tor tie Filflecath Lir sores, bhw rirsb—eiorit; oiccrust

A%

CErlLGYE WD

[

.
-

1. TeELIUD weweely oland 6 .8 sasours/cruioning
e Lue=ddD ceoc.bly plagt Wl Enurg
3, .L cowosmots plab JLooter
L. .==109 o soserbs pluat ub clscharicau
£, Tu=l10 coseubly bleul Wb Soicete entiditlos {funsary)
v, Fe-219 wose woly pluarh b wolaienid
Tre L was Lo weeord first orlority to lhe folloudu: Jripustedind cities:

Setn.cliaurk, Leipgls, Jrunsidiel, ©le gburr, Succhur,, «and Dotha. Jen
veabier tus not ouibttwls for priority cvgectives, boin tie AN Cocer
AeLEnY wnd Bl Sbetbh Jir Joree vere Lo abbucu Berlin if conditions
pcmitted.é wellete erdn; plenbs wore aluo Tiven an canzl rrierity with
gircralt ebtu.(.,li,ammts.'?

ith the questicn of ke bins roliey wnd terrets seltled, obler
rreblers uere ccalt withe In orace La oraole bLlh be ber erews ond
Fi-liter vilote to umdsrohurd c.ch obierts reblow, . Ti~lber lialson
orTicor wip heueelforbh Lo we soad Lo coeh W ol ik ddvision iu blke

3

drnbth Gr Jorese b bhe sew sive, ehe S10L L5 e J0sna plepuoed

M '

]
~
r
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Y ui o ea bie Lueolloeos wia beclndeus of siztdler cueord uleh wies Lo
BCIVE wy o L dile, ol SERY Lo t.e liciason ol

orfficors of tre vy iupdesad alviciceg.  ien wwwould Lecblouns webs

buin ; alscussed w.deh i ub esucora L£1aders oo 13l) e wtzdors,

Ii_pter poraouncl vwere te ableond tle opspatlional orliicuss Lold ot
Lorker oo sraa hewdiuirien .  Lonselorth, Ji-ider ew.wxd lolellicuace

waiw Bo reccive wove L for Gelen oo Lo bo lwmr ercns wL Bo wlere wnd
n.en the heuwviest :.«.tt.;c.':s o0, tustices employed by ile enexqr, wd o
oite” T ted Log.d thet in this wey cleser ccordinullon wotiizen Lowwer
ara [iohter srouss al b e achisves, tiu more effcevive escort . dizsiens
ce Llown.

The russlion of cl.ims, Jo ofben Lle object of eritielsz Ly both
tritisl oo L oorletn cobhorities, oo vo wovudn durin Februarr. S
nenersl Drolittle .d o ilbed,” Sishth .ir Joree slr-to-ulr olul s un-
doubbedly .4 keen hit. 1n aan efdort to avolu ww:liec.be elalry, - v
sy.bed for recordiie’ ol heo alvels ed ad ocab to ble lower cchelens.
I oiever, it is «ob cerboin ehit ruch wus uccowslished. cecalos of thy
clcse coracbions flovn o, Ul o LewvD Lo.cers, Cerisa L1 biers clot usin
vere alrost Jluwwys Lhe turrel ou soverdl Juwers. In this comectlen,
it ig inberesila: to wolab out thab, ofler nds eaJlure, Lerdi s Gourdn:

sbutou our clui~s vers usw.dly cbout threc tlies Lhe wctual icsses.
e he.viest loss ia Tirhter uilets, occordia Lo tiw rorver chiel of
tre Lnraedfe, wes on 1 Jaouery 1945 when upgrocintely 10U #ilots were

skot down.lC I soite of cll efforts, clalse ceatinued to ke dirficult

to evaluzbe throu:ihoub the wair.

Tre Iirst rart of Jebru.ryr wus, as Censrol Jroitz had indicsted it

&

H
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wlsht te, larrely rlven over to slizos en feran oirfields. {n the 5tk
ble Caolili went on L wiv sween of five 0.4 truinin- buses ud cre csssubly
ead reruir degob, W11 the tar-ets were in rrunce, L totil ol 509 Lo bers R
tfroq an aviileole erfeetive sbren th of 055,vis disn tohed co (i TAUTGU,
Crlewns/Fricy, Tours, .vord , Lt Cnubecudun., Hodily had oricinudly been
incluced in the t.r-eb list, bl since it .o covered with cloud, the re-
puir depot at Villicoubluy ve.s berbed inestewd. Core 1,200 tons were
uropped with excellent or roou results at 41l turebs execest Orateaudun
where resalbs vere esbluuted oo fulr. (ly 6o voubors ard tue Lichters
were lost wnd the tobul clalium siors lu-ﬁ-é.ll

(n tie obh, tre Sishith as oub w2zin iu Fforee. ‘bils tire 642
keavics vere cent Lo strile vargeis in tre Ffuc ue Uulels ares, wul found
it ecovered by 10/1V cloud; coascouently elsht tsrzets ol opgortunity were
bozbed lnsteud. ..ons these uere tle sirfields &t Clobeosudun, 3t. .nuré
we L'Tare, _vrews/Fauville, and Ceen/Ceropicuet, The VILI Fivhter Co.msru
end the .7 wrovided 632 escorts. L2

Two durs later, tle Fifteenth attacked the ailrdroses ut Viterko,
Turquina, acd Crvieto wilh erwdl tasl: forces, Of the hi aircraft wresent
<b Viterbo, 6 were nrob.bly destroyed and 4 dusered, 511 bLhree fields
were in central Ibzly a short distines norih of Nowe ,13 wmd 11 were in
firkhter roare of ihe beles~ugred mnzio bezchhead.

Cn the 10th, the Zi-uth scheduled - .tssion b2 abtback terTets in
the Trunswicl area wad slso Lie Gllze-Tijen alrdrome in lolland, How—
gver, adverse veubuer wo tie L.ilure of LFF ejuiiment interiered '.:;'Z.th
the &1 Liberstors dismatened to the wirarose mmd oply 27 attacked. Une

Loriunubely tio .ilu-cir collisions occeurred, cuusing the loss of three
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E—QI;.'S.M The 1u9 Flyirre fortresses thhi wure sent to Erunswick experi-
enced some weather trouvble, but twe of tic three winss feounu holes in
Lke overcust oud were sole to urop their borbs visuilly., Strike photos
indicoted thut the 350 tons oi bowhs govered tie area of tre old town
with good :resul'bs,l5 althouzh it wes not voessivle to tell ir the alr-
craft estublictwents there had been hit. 1t hud bzen hored Lhet the
attack on Gilse-Rijen woald cause Ehe Cerrums to divert souwe of the
tirnter loree in this direction. Unfortunetely the C.F wus not deceived.
furthermore, bad wezther cuused the withdriwal escorts to be delayed in
meebing the forautions :nd two proups complebely missed the rendezvous;
this ruve the Luttwaffe ils oprortunity. ‘bout 350 fichters attacked
the bouber formubloas. Coabrails were execerblonzslly heavy and afforded
the enery un excellent cover from widch to malze sudden strikes, Cur
claiss viere 55-2-42, but the cost .Jus hishy 8 firhters wnd 27 borbers
ere deatro;yed.lb
The 21lith operation on tle 1lth, albhough aol airected wruinst a
FOILTSL. b terget, is of ccasiuersuvle interest because oif wiat looied
like o possivle chance in GF bactics. Heretolore, it hed been scue—
tives alfficult for our figuters to pet the Germun righters to engage
them. The G.7 usually preferred to xeep sway fro.a the Mustunzs, Thunter-
bolt, and Lightnings in order to concentrabe on the boskers. Lowever,
in this mission the opposite technique wes followed. The Gerrmans
abandoned thelr usuwl tactics anu turned vieiously on the fighters.
Several sherp engugerents took place. s a reeult, the /nericun escorts
¢laimed 32-3-22, but lost 1k of their owm number--a hich figure for

fighters. In addition, 4 P=47's, 2 P=3%'s, end 1 P-51 were seriously
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damaged.lT “hen Cerersl ..1.old received this infort«tion he was ouick

to see the rossibility of & chanve in G.F tactlcs, and he cabled Cen-~
er.d Staatsd to inruire Lf our firhters were poing to sbandon their
escort functions to take arcressive uctlion agoinst Cerman figuters

whenever t.ancc:n:l.m:,e:&:'e.ril.18

Renlyineg for Cenerdl Ipesbz, General 'nderscn
stubed thal ther wvelconed this sgrressive wetion arnsinst the fiznters
45z it cermibtied ther. to restore consiueruvle rreedom of action to ocur
escorts who would now be able bo force the Gernuns into combat.lg a8
it turned out, this uid not .iwr the beginning of & new policy and
other wuissicns found e Lurtwaffe none too anxious to engage the
Trunderbolts wnd .amstenzs, preierring instead to save amaunition and
gasolire for tne big roruxtions of heuvy bozbers.

Certainly these operstions were not the 'Yoip nwacer' of bombers
cut to ley sometnins Pflzt? that Ceneral .rnold haed keen hoping for.
Tevertheless, such an operation involving both the Zighth wnd Fifteenth
air Forces had been screduled for some tiss. Cne or the principal
motives in the activetion of the Fifteenth had been the lLome thit the
two stratesic vorbinz forces could ccordinaie their joinl operations.
It was confidently exoected thet the Fo Vulley would socn be available
for ‘nrlo~'merican wir buses ard thit the Tirteenth "and the Zishth
would intecrute their sttacks on Cersan turgets with frequent Joint
reids, shuttles, one-two punches, etc.“20 The Po Yalley rencined in
erety hands, bub in ewrly Jecember o plen for u coblned wbtack on the
German cireraft irdustry was belng arawn up under the coce name of

S0P, It is not clewr if this operction was actually plunned for

1943, althongh one writer suzgesis Lhut it wes rirst scheduled for

T

K
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12 Secericer, and that supply deficiencies and weuther hud forced o can-—
cellation.zl
SRGUIATE vas definitely scheduled ror Januery, and it was loped
that wecther conditions on the 15th misrkt be sulbtuble for co:bined
operatlons, but the nlens had to be canceled., Fog bound down the
Saglish bases ard storms ley alons the air routes beyond the ulns.zz
On the 2°th, Cerercl Spaatz cubled Cereral .irrold that ke had been roing
into the weather situstion carefully with ‘nderson, Doolittle, lelly,
Hodzes, and "Jilliams. lIle felt that unless so=e frequency of operation
could be naintained aud ircreased pressure wpplied to the "Hun iir Force,"
necessary wastire would not be obtuined, 23
Eoping thal rebruury mipht provide the opmortuaity Ior this increased
pressure, USSILF, on the 3d, set up an elaborute system ror coordinating
ogerations. Ooordinuted uctions miskib be instituted by either «ir rorce, or
they could be Lrou kit cbout by the Combined Crerstiocaszl Flanning Jorritiee,
Lae communding generwl of USS{F coula wlso order & comvined operation
and it could be canceled only bylim, excest in «n extreme emergency in
the larnd hebble in Itely wien the thester commonder could commandeer
bomber su.portd for his rround trcops.za
another corbined operction was ordered for the $th as there seemed
a chance that the weather might be ravorable. Sone £43 heavy bombers
were actually dispatched by the Zighth, bub viere recalled before they
had crossed the Zngllsh coast. The Fifteenth was held down by inoperative
bases and deteriorating weabher conditlons alongs the roube and conse=

guently its borvers did not take to the air.%? Generel Teker wrote to

Leneral Spasbz that he was Mmosl diswpoointed thet our eint plan for

- PO -
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operation was again messed up by the weaother lust nirnt ocnd todey. (ne
dey we shall gebt on with that Job. I @ sersonally certaln there hus
been no decent day for it since lsst ‘mzust 18th., That is 2lmost unbe-
lievanle but nevertheless t.rue.“26

eanuhile in ike United Lingdos, !wj. CGen. F. L. .nderson, Spasts's
aeputy for operstions, vas sbill hopeful thut a few food duys might be
vouchsafed to thew, wlthough his veather experts cheerfully assured him
that the chances were 8 to L agalust it.<! In spite of this dubious
prediction, he wrote to Gemerdsl ipubter on the 1lth that he wus Mmow in
the midst of nrepurinz a plan vitich will best exploit the destruction
of the direcrait und ball-beurinz factories."?® Eis confidence was
Justified., The atmospheriec conditions took a turn for the better, and
on the 17th !nderson was informed that w stretch of relatively good
veather seeored to ke shoning up.29 With this lonr—awaited gift of
Fortune ulaost in his hands, Cecerzl Swaatz began to set in motion the
machinery for & combined offensive by the Zishth ond Pifteenth, when
suddenly s new obsiucle appeared.Bo

5 this study his already pointed ocub, the direciive wnich nro-
vided for the coatrol of the Fifteenbh .ermitted the theuter ccrmznder
to makte use of the strutecic air arm in cose of an emergency. The
buttle ot the .nzio beuchheod, which hud bean goinz on since 22 Junuary,
vias reaching o elimx, (n the nizid of 15«16 February, the Geruuns
launcheu « kewvy counterattacik on the veschhewd with intensive air cwd
artillery preperation. The situstion was critical, uny Ceneral Clark
ana 1&j. Cen. John L. Jarnon of the tucticdl clr force reli the need

of ussistance ron the heuvy wonivers of tie strateple force.Bl This

-~ - — »
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wug OL course, tie possibility roreseen in the Jireclive fivinr General
" ilson the authority temworarily to withdruw the Fifteenth from FOLLT-
BLGE to assist in the land outtle. Levertheless, General Liker, for
the suke of precedent, wished to prevent « situabion where an orficial
demarche by Gezeral l/ilscn would be necessury. Corsequently, wheo it
Was appurent that a combined operation wus to tule place on the 20bh,
Gereral Baker signeled Swaztz on their private wire as follows :32

Re youwr wission assignuent to Fifteenth for tomorrow, here is
our situztion: (a.) flark and Cannon believe tomorrow will be
¢ritical day in beachhead: toth hove for full heavy bomber
help. Canror believes sowe Leavies nust heln., (b.) Cur
weather proghetbs believe we have little clance for vismal bter-
gets in South fermany. You speul: ol arew targets. +e have no
HRX as you know. In vicw of foresoines we fuce this problems:
Shkall Cerersl ilson declare enersency under C2S directive and
erploy heavies. I Lore to aveid this. i1l you therefore tell
;e ag soon as possible whether your other plorned attacks re
quire our heln as diverslon even with no prosmect of visual
borbine. TIn that event we must male 4 snlit and send five or
sixX srouns on one or two turcets you newe und pub &t lzast four
on beachheud support. In view of our dilemma please -~ive me
desires.

Gereral 3Spautz irmediutely wve Daker o releuse fron the corbined
operation, bul he vius concerned for fear a continuous emergsency zt the
beachhead mivht interfere vith FOLITBLail. During the next two or
three days the fuvorable weather conuaitions, v.'hicl‘fhz.d been so anxiously
awaited for wlmost three nenbths, might occur, UJonsequently, w@lbhough
ke apprecisted the emerpency conditions ab the beachhead and was willing
to release the Fifteenth {rom participation in the POILIZL.L operabion
scheduled for the ZUth, ke hoged thubt nothing *would prevent heavy force
of Fifteenth /ir Force from bein~ ubilized araingt FOILIBLAIK turgets

“onday and Tuesday [21 and 22 February] if weather permits,u33

In this woy the pousr ol the Fifteenth was mode available to the

e e o
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zround forces without the necessity ol Cenerul .ilson's intervention
under the srovisions of tlie 003 direcllive. x5 o nabber of fuct, such
uctlion was never nseess.ry, becuwase bhils procedure set bhe pattern for

. 1the fubure.

heavy boubers wus swy to the side of the rpround forces, wnd on each

There were ab least six occasions when the eifort of the

occasion the cooperabion wes szeured on a reguesh busis.H s a re-
sult of the arranjewent with Generel Jpuats, the Filfteenth dispatbched
105 bosbers to the beuchheed on the 20th, wnd another force of 120
attexpted to reach Jezensburg bub was grevented by the weather which,
in south Zeramy ob least, failed to live ul to exnechations. 1t was
not until the 22d thob o combined operation wias possible.35

Teenwpile, the Elcslith Alr Jorse waes preparins to take advantare
of the cleurins weather promised for the 2Z0th., 3ince the tarsets to
be borbed luy in central and eustern Germany, the R.F coordinuted its
nirkt vobla> withh LWF plans by hitting Leinzir and Zerlin uuring the
nirkt of 1§-z0 Februo.r;.r.% At thot tire the weasther forecast indicoted
relatively fuvorcile weobher corditio.s: smull, low clowds were pre-
dicted for central Gerzany, nil to 3/10 cloud for easturn and (/10 to
2/10 low cloud ifor northern Germony 27

Lrererore, ib wus ceclded to send oubt the heuviest possible force
azeinst some 12 bar;ebs commected with the production of the Me-109,
te=110, Ju=53, Ju-li8, and the F~-190. The ¥ facilities at Lyeisins,

' rosen, erd Tutow in nmorthern Ceruany were one gensrol objective, and

in the Leipziz/Srunswick area the targets included tue Lelpzig-liockuu
airfield, the irla l'essersclmitt factory, the Junkers repair =nd

asserbly plant, the Zrla machine works at Heiterblick and btnaundort,
o mem e

¢ - d oty
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the Junkers airlrame and entine works at [schersleben, Halverstadt, and
Bernburg, the le-110 companents fuctories in the "ilhelwitor and
Veupetritor suburies of Drunswicl., und the Gothaer ‘uggonfabrik ot Cotha,
£ component and assevbly rlant for the "g-110,33

Flens for the mission were veyr:: carefully worked out, The heaviesth
wel-ht o the wtback wus to f=ll on the Leipziz/Brunswick tarsets, with
the force disputched to the Fosen/Tutow wurea actine as « diversion on
the fiuniz. The roubes were cbosen to decelive tie edeuwy as lonT 43
possible concernin~ the reul objectives, wid to maie it anpewr as thoush
beriin .icht be the destinztion, fue tiprozch to the Fosen torzets wes
to ve & wiwe swin: to the norxth over fenmark Just wooub the same tine
that the woin task force to the south woula be enterin; the enemyfs
ragsr screen. This wes to prevent the enery controller frow aispubehing
his full fighter strearth crainst the flan<in~ abtachk from the north,
wnd @lso Lo foree him to split his rorces.-? It was also plammed thab
the Fifteenth should come uwn from the south to sbrilte ot fepgensburs,
but it has already teen pointed out that wezther and obher comilbments
interfered.

b 0930 on 20 Febru.ry the first formutions took off on whal was
then tie lar-est forece of resvy bosers ever employed ou a dayli~nt
misslon,ho Firticinztin ¢+ sere 12 combsab win~s totalins 1,003 borbers.
To proteet Lhls trenendous rerce, .F snd .merican [i~hters flew 432
sorties.hl Lie s bthe Preully bilcH nission thol Teneral Jrnold had
Leen hopin: ror, wid it wus vub to l&y the Gersun <irer.ft indusiry
et

The flaacing: diversionary lorccs round bic weslher not quite so
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cood &8 hed teen excectea. yubov wus overcust wid tue bodoers used
blind~borbin: tecknicues, or <bticiea car ets o opportundty. Iuere
Was no opzervalion of resuwlts. Finuiu* the overcest eguully hewvr &b
rosca end Lreislnz, the plires deciued to bowe lostoel us & turzet of
omzovtunity «nd drozzed 19¢.5 tons of Ik and 121.8 tons of ID. Cun-
slderable duewmze ves done Lo ile seprumeerie Shisyard, uad the zrnest
Feinkel airframe und «ssasbly fuctory &b .arienehe. In opite of tre
feet that this ws oot Bhe vajor purt of the operdtlon, considersble
firhter onuosibion cvelo;.ed.i‘z

Ten corduct winms comorised the maln tes!: foree vwhieh was digpatched
into cenbral Ger.any. The ronbes were flowm alizost as brlefed vith ~ood
fitter cover. From the behuvior of the Cerran {irhter controller, il
aorears evident LLot the enemv wis conpletely outwitted by the diversion
to the ropth, 'nis force wes wccsrently coasicered the rain thrust .nd
o larye force of 3.8 floitors was dlopabehed nortl to lunteresgt it
i hile the coalroller o hod luunched it loolted writicusly over nis lert
shosluer «b unodler lurse vowsce foree videh Wus aylroaclin: the velch
ecross Lwlland,"  Juddenly ke decided thab the sculbern force wus the
redn wbbecs tnu orgersa rnis ilgkhters to return to ihe Laaover are..
his wWas o lonGweeniel dstele Lor It crousidt tle cnewy intercetors
bech too lute to oppose tre koer fomitilons ea route to the cogeclives.
45 W resall, lhe saeny was never alle bo ophost tids overucion in Cores B3

.3 ol Lo wers toorouched the tazrret urew, the wvnucreist Lrole uo
to visual wo sius wos rossikle. The Teipzie/lockou alrfield anu the

~rl. . @sserssiedtt Toouors wore ubbacked bp 131 sirerait droppins £:1.8

Lnie

tons of° HE bo.lis end u5.2 bons of dasendiuries. .nrer sirvercfe f.ctories
‘‘‘‘‘‘ e LA
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vorderin-, the fizld recelved eibeasive aenare tad Llere were direct
hits on ths azsze bly shoo of the Trla »liut cnd re ooy honeurs. Toe
tronsuort~borier woise olr foebor- tag covored vith o hoov coneeniro-
ticn tnu cce -wdters lactullutions wave duured. & Feltorblicl:
ncie Ledezls the wel bt or the obtael: Tell on e rower houssc tng

WorIstio, 8 me 75 bo dors urorrea hich ewclosive o lacendleries b

“oie a

Fernbure Lhe Juniers airilird.s oou uCro=-ea L@ coubersi were acswlie

Vs

£.

3 o Sm.Ll Xoree od 37 slines, wal tue bouwirdlers vere uble to .ehicvo
Lits on tuebory builudu: y end _rosctd; uiu blist dowge 5 & Tussel- e
stora—e » ailuin _g.M" b Lpewngiilel, bolls the Leupubepitor and ilhelxilor
SHLUTRE el sogcessiIly Lo bed and uwlreet nits Lere ocoped o !e=110
oo soaenb—anuleebusin: Last dlutions b tho fomer. Lo to tne over-
cact, tie Sobleer oorrondubril vus JAlseccd by 29 osweeryo uoln» blird-
besaine  techalimes .ol the resalis vere nod inmediiialy oliervavle,
d.rtebs of o orbunity viere whoo bdb ol wsenerslotea, selastedt, wnd
skraosiurt, the first tue wikh rfulr to rocod rosulbs B9

ardiion of t.o Zobh ten Loder wdjuured <ng of ik ol

gugeoooful over s.rrisa cad v thic ulr forec,™  emin fL bisr uzlenss

i Lo welow wind o oimcabed. insortodnty <o to Lue doslincbion of

o
5
o

be Lors .o Live cualrluulos to this sedine.s, .o well as bio

v

et bline over oliand fou w0 osellle odusbion of the 1l bt Fi-uters
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L& Lede Uup bie weeld 20 W funt L0 wcboriorube) uhe iuregusl Jor
cenbril 6f sortinest cer wuy taoe 5710 Lo 700 elown wu low levsl wibn
I Ty 50 To A, .- ’ = ay - »
larme DTS, Urder suen eirenstirees ~lore s o ool chadcs lor
gz elear toarele, wad exceguently LUl plunes ere dispubchzd o uinet
tio ddrernlt feolorics in frweridel ira cion sgor uirficldo wed Jip-
crofh stors e el s It ccbura Toroeny.  Guc Brumswiel tarcels Lofl lie
Licld fne oborars orpir =b wisdols wure Lo bad, Lul 1.7 .2ulier lol p-
Feped WL Lie ebier boarrils.e oo 4 pecodl, nuorous warcbs of onosor-
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rtiedfe, vuab b Wan wleo Lolleved bl Lhe For e Lionber Gelenies
wore berlnnin by oo, bie otrodn taelel tiese lurre-scule cpori Licus
Cab upon bhees 108 0-E0 bxlers o) Lhe I onler Jotend wlbucced

enury wdrliclds wwa cnused s3 s flohiors tw weeone sirborne oresmtiurely.

e T eloo conbrilaled its olure by albocking Shubt arbli koars Leiore

Pt

the .. te un its o srullions. .. sricin cloiss were only 19-loe-1h, .nd
{ee loss o lo be.bers oub of a totud of S8l alvborpne wus nol consiucred
Yesvy. dthoush the usother did vob bold up w well s hud ceen ex—
rogbud, Conoril Joacbew cubled ferer.d rreld thit be was well ple:sed
1dbls Lle recualbs oi lhie buitle so r.re Full vressurc was Leln- riin-
todned on ble caewr Lir forse, and he hs to be allouzd no bire Tor
pesurercbion even LY ib it stus oxbr.  ausrlcan lossss bescuse of
vebier,

i A

Tue rorecast for ble 22d indlcubea thal souliiwsot rrance wnu joxts
Ol Lericay woulu be cleuar; it Jso seeuew possiole taub bhe ir routes
over tre .ps would we osen cud thob the sirbeenbn couwld b dast budie
purh in the Iig .eek. Jor tle Bhire successive duy of thi. Leasive
sttack on trhe Lufvweryc &nd ius swurces ol sulrly, six bl l-trlordty
G0 burrebs were selocted: (1) the Jualers zlent ob lllkersiudb, miiers
of wincs sor the Ju-28 caa -133, (2) ite Junkers uireralt comdonents
and final asserily ot -schersleben, (3) the 7o corngonents wund final
wosembly of the Tu=130 =i (scherdsben, (L) bk e.uur....ers Lasedoly ot
Bernbur>, (5) the b.ll-berrin: fuclor; .t Selnminiurt, «d () tke
Robhuer oos.cnenit wid ussewoly uvlunt for the !'e-110 &t COotha, the
lor-est nreducer of tuin-eusine [0 hters."S In addition, the Fifteenth

wes scheduled to bo b the airerelt f.ctories ut “crensbur’.

» P
'
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To decedve the Termin fi-uier conbrol, cne eorbit win- wus orlered
to obtuch: Lhe .clbors/ est zirfield in nmorth uermasve 2o 2 diverslonary

wlesloa. Tuls rores was Lhe Tirsl to use alreraft couinced with “Tanarcl

H

. u Gevice to jun the eceny sreyu, Chirmey, Fourdias, wnd urzburs rudsar
sebs. Lol tlelr jwmers, it ues Loreu Lhut the ! andrel rlares of
thic soree coulu deny tle Cer..ns ble use of thelr own rud.ir to detect
the agporoueh of ihe nain baziz foree. It wus also hopew thet the
diversion-ry foree woald lold ucinu o consiuerable nuiser oI Gexrian
Tigiber units in the lied ruland ikt wrew cud prevent their ,oinins
with olher rrouns in Lke derense of ceatr:zl Gerz.r.-.m'.%

these eluvorute plans wwere not toos successful. “ectler crevented
the 54 bombers of the diversion.ry tue: Forcou fro.. bembloy the aaltor:
field, wia the Cerman flionlers vere nol diverted frem the muin effort.
I'owever, in iUle opinion of soe exserts the Fifteenth's wttuck on
Jegensourt iy have sltructed tvin-envine Ifirhters that otherwise mi-ht
lisve weon wsed w-alnst Lhe Tirtth'e forrbions.?! Fourteen corbit vings
constituted tre .xin effort ol the YILI Louber Cowmand. In the Tirst
uve nere 239 L-17's headed Por Hulbsrstzdt, lsshersleten, Zernbury,
and Uselersleven. Toe secorad formitlon consisted ol 333 T-l7!y wssi-ned
to abbaecl: Somreinfurt and the third wnd fined sove weo rade up of 253
BoZhtg bound ror E“ﬂth,..5 &

Trouble W enccunbered froa bhe very cerinning. Clouds, snow,

. haze, &no stros er-th=necredicled winus ccaziderdbly di-turved the
assedling forstlons. foie winss aanared to -et into scre sort ol
oruer by tie tixe the eoist or Hollenu waw reached, put obthers aild not

ond were rorced to sbort. whe Zd cowb Division was uncule to orgadze,
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aad «fter penstrating about 100 miles lnluna, it decidod to abnuon the
Gotha mission ind boub tarsets of opportunibty. Tnfortunitely, the
bombardiers did not allov sufficlently for the stron~ wind wnd four
Dutch towns were bosbed by ristake, 7

G the L55 botbers vhich were wctunlly dispatched, 101 attaclhed
the prinwsry tarcets ond 154 worzbed targets of onnortumity. Tuirty-four
aireraft recehed .ischersleben tnd droiwed 645 tons of hish exolosives
ard 12.6 tons of incendizries on ihe Sunkerz fuctory. The concentrution
on the tarset was rood cnd it was estimated thut the danerse w.s extenw
sive; six lar-e workshops received direct hicts, The Junkers factory
ub Eermburg was Lit successifully by 45 borbers wroscing L5 tons of GF
and 64.9 btons of frummentation borbe. wunily 1. airplunes ashered to
rewch the [ilberstedt instddlutions, ad ghotogre fde cover fuiled to
show any hits ca the Junlers factory, zlthough 49.5 tons vere Jropned.
The lcrzcbions hewded for usclersleven bomled terpets of opportunity
with renerally poor results.éo

For the first time aurins the tlree wass of coubinuous operbions
against the Gerrin fighter industry, the Luftwuife reccted vigorously.
For one thinc, they had an excellent owlortunity to inflict considercble
darage. The bad wealher upsel tie formalions, as hus been pointed oub,
und penerally seraanled the tinetable wsnd over-zll nlins. Since many
of the grouvs were lockiny for turiets of opsortunity, the scheaule lor
the withdr-wal was not adhered to. .11 this rude it very difficult for
the escort firhters to sive proper suoport and covers-e, esnecially
since tley were freuvently oubrnumcered by the Gerawn fi~hters. In

addiblon, some of the boubers elected to return ulon™ courses north of

I
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the plenned route wnd this pave theifuhr defense systen time to encace
then, 11 ihese footors nade the nission « costly one; 11 fiphters and
L) borkers were lost, Tie Loubers claired Z7-2<31 ancg the fichters
eluived GU-7-25,%

Yeanwnile, the Fifteenth ..ir force hed ab last been able to get its
plones into scuthern Cermany. .hile the _ishth vwies strucgling with
weuther und the Luftweire, tre Fifteenth was atbacking the greut . eoser-
sewidtt eomdlex Wb Jegensburs., Sixty-five Flyin: Fortresses aronped
153 tone of hirh explosive ard incerdicry vouts on Lhe llesserschmibtt
factory; welther preventcd an uccurate agprulssl or tre rombing,. b
the saie time, 118 Liberutors atbacked the alrerait racbory ab Regens-
burg/Coertraubling with ¢ and incendiary bombs. Here azaln, poor
photos and bud weather prevented an estinate of the results, slthough
visual obmervubions during the atbacl: indicated thet the target zrea
wus hit, unc one considersble exiplosion wus noted. .t the swe time,
27 unescorted E~17's dronged 31 tons of 50I-lb. GF boubs on the Lagred
(Turoslavia) wirdroze with fair results.??

.lthourt the orerwtions ol 22 Februury were not suon~ the most
suceessful of the so-called 3ir ‘keelk, they cre ol specizl interest Le-
cause oi blie fuet that both the Ulrhith wnd the Fifteenth were wble to
run coordinuced miselonc. Those who hove slruzsled alomz with the
ibhor off this study so Lur will recall that ore of the arjurents for
the creation or tie Fifteenth .dr force wus buwsed on the idesw of com-
bined o.cralions wibh the Sishth. Uevertieless, beu weuther anu tle
desiands of the lend battle in IHuly .«de suck evordinetion relctively

rsre, in this rirticuler cuse, it is nol clour

v..ethier or not the
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corbination vas of much wssistance to sitlor lorece. The losses of Lhe
Lichth, vicieh were helvy, do nobt apzour Lo huve been greatly affected
by the attack on Tegensburg or the sagreb airdroi; nor, in this in-
stanee, Was tle operution areinst the Regensburg fuctories of sufficiunt
vielrnt to divert many of the fi-liter erouns from ceribral Sermsny. The
cue~bwo plich asaingt tie feraon alrereft industry by both the stratersic
ulr Yorces was 4blll so ethi.r b0 be worked out in the fubure.
Tre 23d found bzd weather sebtlinsg dovm on tle Ipitish Isles wnd
no onerutions took place. The Fifteesth sent 102 Liberztors to the
Steyrvcaiien Tulzlaerwerl: -t _beyr, .auslris, thsre they droppsd 214
teas of ko g, btubl without much succass, wecordint to the photos winich
showed no serious dunere bo any vilal installation. The C.F rewcied
vizorously Lo Lhis mdssion .nd arrressive abbucks were launched szuinst
tie Loriublone Lor Jboul 30 misutes. 3even Literubors were soen shot
down ora 1V . ore were .wissia, ien thie Loubers returned to their b:,:sees.é3
wo otler ubbucks were stured by the Flivecnbh becuuse ol the bud westher,
cy the morninz of the 24th, cliwutic conditions had greatly im-
proved, tad nil to 3/10 low cloud wus promised for most cualinental wre.s,
Celecting its bargebs in furtherance of the over=«il plan for the destruc-
tion or the Cerran airerift industr,, the Zishth scheduled sciething like
« repetition of the {irst misszion of the Big eek. The targets were ih
ViF Werke I ot -ehweinfurt, already he.vily damared in erior reids, the
Gothoer .arronfabrik ab Gobha, ond a northern diversionzry roid onike
airerwit assexbly plants wt Tatow, Foren, and Kreisins, plus a feint
61,

over tle lorth Sea.

Tlborste precauntions were tuken to conduse the C.F fignters. The

3

Pty Tiahes
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Tuboww=Fosen~ireisine togs foree was to lsuve ons hour and 15 ~dnutes
before the rest so s to bring the main force into the enesy rudur
screen as lube zs nossible ard yot diccoura~z the bulk of the Cermun
Tiphters froa atbockine the wesker northern fOI‘CBS.éS in the other
hand, it was hopua ohabt the lote co mitucat ol the .oin rorsbicns
wwuly not plve the enemy Lire to reccll his Pishter ~roups soving
north Lowerd the Tubou~.osen—.relsin: nexus. The diversionnry rorce
dispatehed over bae lorth Seu Uws not inbendsd to bond anything, bub
it pad the tvo-told task ol Jamming the eney!s rouar with its Jarndrel
planes tnu araring $oo2 wnits ol the .ufbvalTe auay Lroit the torget
areas. I the timing could be cirried ouit proserly, tle enemy wnits
atbackins the diversionsry forces would need refusling sbout the tine
the bowbers ausiimed to Zehweiniurt and Cotha would be crossinz the
coast of Holland. .. further trichk to co Juse the Ceriion Tirhter control
vas the facl thot the forces ~oiny inbo norbhern Germany were s0 roubed
48 to apre.r headed for EZerlin. The withdrawal routes were plotted
south of the Ruhr to pall the 0.7 away Irem the rebirine northern
i‘orces.66
Uniortunatbely, ihe tshevior of the weather did nol fit into these
eleborate plaons., Ten bhe Fosen~Tutow-Ireisin-~ tasi force rewched the
turset arew, 1t wes found to be conplebely overcust, It wus therelore
decided to boub nostochk insteau, wud 2% wireruft drogpeu 540.6 tons
of hirtr explosive enoa incencicry bombs, Cwing to the smoie, recce shotos
were not aveilable, Sixbty-ons boubers wrooged 156.3 lons pres.iuarely
on an unidencified poinbl eust or the tarpeb with undisclosed resulus.
The diversiouary fores over vhe Lorth Jow flew ibs mission without

incicent wad il does not appear b -have ueceived the Cermuns s O7

Y i AN o -
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Mewnwhile, Lhe wain rorces were proceedins toward their cbjectives.
Tre Genweinfurt force cocsisted of 2uo Forbresses, thile 233 Liberobors
vwere assimed to borb Cotha, .t Iehwelinfurt coue 574.3 tons wers aropped
on the ball-bewring plants witl exesllent resulbs. Three out of four
of tlhie foctories sustained mejor demace, and ihere were wdditional hits
on wachine shopss, storare buildings, and pover stutions. The tonnaze
on Cobha was nob as heavy 25 L.d been exmected owins~ to the fuct thet
Ll T=2h's dropued 107.4 btons on Zilsenueh by mistoke. The remaining L71
Liverators found the proper turset aud covered it with 421.1 tons of
incendieries und hirh exnlosives. The Cothaer Vusronfubril: lost fcup
large vorkshons, while three others und several medium workshops were
damazed. In & rear-by G.F airfield & heavy concentruiion of bursts
covered the field, burrucks, anu sdainistr.tion lw.u‘..'l.cli.ne‘s.68

In spite of a lsrge £ichler cover—-2ol filrcters were uirborne, and
757 sorbies wer: rlein--tlie bomber losscus were bhie heaviest ol the Sig
eek, For oae bhing, un unexpsctedly strong tail wina broushi the leud
srouns iabo the target wrea sheaw of schedule unu cerrieda thes wway
rrom their escords ot tires. G.F opposition wus wolderate in the
Schweinturs wree «nd only 1l vo.abers ware loub there, out at Gotha the
defense was sbubborn und intense. .= the Liberctors retired from the
area, lhey were subjected to hewvy atbacks, apr arently becunse they
were flying at o consideresbly lower zlbitude than the B-17's. & totzl
of 33 S~24's was lost on Lhe Coth. mission, and losses for tlie entire
operwtion cane to 47 boabers and 10 fizhters., The neovies claimed

73=3-3L enewmy losces, wnd fishber clulis were 37-5-14,.57

RN
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The Fifteenth .ir Jjoree wiz 4l:io ororcblonzl oa tte Zhih. Tre
ber et il the steyr—s.icler-.uch Llreralt CactorT ob Zteyr, usbris.
Hibty-swven G-17's dromseu Zol bons of $00-lb,. OF bowbs in the toarcet
area.  Severzl of bhie wclane shoys were badly daonured, oae bullding
receiviny 12 direcl hits, wnotier o, wid < third 1, 1n tie .ain sur
of the fuctory, 3 direcl hils lunued on the .i.chinu slo s, 2 uers
scorea on wessemblies, and 1 ow bhe vehiele osembly ahop.'m nbout
110 eaery alreraft or ol t.ues sub,ecteu the Firksenlh's toubers Lo
an hour's Leuwvy atbuck, lccleis cuw seriul bowos vere enployed, wnd
16 R-171g s 2 32 zad 1 r=L7 vwere wesbroyed. Ine abbuc:, seemed to
be corcentrateu on Lhe rewr romebions; the 2d Lorw Crous [lyin- in
thet pocition lost 10 plunies. rsrican claime osainst the G were
35-12-5.71

During the hours rollewins this double oneraticn by the Zislth and
Fifteentls, the weuther conlinned to Izurove, and the R.7 was sble to
vigit Jelseinfurt on the nisht of the 24th in bthe ke ol the Iiith's
snecessful ~lssion w few hours before. In vicw of the Leovy strain
bein~ ivwcosed on Lhe Lulbw.lfe, mu Lhe weather forec:ist of renerzlly
clewr Tor inlacd sonbineat.l zress on 25 Yebruary, Ceasrcl Jneitz
decided to mount 'wother atl.cl: in ~real strearth ..~oinst Cerwn Lir-
ereit rrodustica.  “oth the Lo strote_le odir rorees werc ussi-ned bo
butber tie reab 12-107 coplux wb Lercuoburg, (il in cddibion Llhe
ol lith es To wlbaos tes (eosopsoliadbl nurenl Ll sma rese-wcu center
b Luzsvurp, tle oall-lLewrin: fucbury at Stutbpert, wd lhe Fe<1l0 cor~
worent cr wseemaly plent ob Furth. o in the oo previcas wir bubules,

& sinell ' andrel Lorse wus lo ooerale ool Lhe Toroon poadur sre. Lhe
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QU TR e ' wobione, Bals wad noeb o ldsh ordce to Loy for tle

gucceosiul bo dedn ol Lty bar, ebs, etmelocrin: ile mudere oy lees

involveds .o kor clilim viere %3-3-9, e Iitder clulne iere L 413008

Jecordin: to Lis luctledl "dscicn e, orbt, "o ciraulicreocus thredt

ooadnut southera forouny 1re. o direcbions b, the o forces of the

U. 3. Ltrabesic lir Foree oponeurs bu hove coused Lle enery conlroller

bo dissicube his Jorcss to the exbent thel geltier of the ubbuckins

Lorees coald oo cuccezsiully countered."gz

ILe co klaed orneration oi 25 Tebratry onded the six-duy oflensive

LI

areinst bhe scurses of Teroen Jdreralt sroduction end muried the virtuzl

s

end or Jebrusry's orcrcticns.” Lne oubstundin churscterdstic or ithis
pim-dn _epicd ..o the Li<t Jdo _roco oo coordincticon ietisen the Zi-iih
drd Pifleentl. lr Jorses, tad ketwoeen Lhe Jiath ord the L7, Tre
ke:vy ni-nht abbuc.s which tre Pritish wmleashed wr.inst Lei sl (19=20
Febra.ry ), wtubb~.rt (20-21 februur;), Sehnelnfurt (2425 Tebraary) wrd
Lurgbar ¢ (L5=2u Sloralrs) tere clozely correeled ik Lee Dichbh's

. oparilione; Liliewdse, cie Jiftcenbh, whenever weutber porribtted, trisd

to time ibs bluouwg o o inch soaticrn Cercany g . usirl. to colneide ith

wizh E~-L7's ai‘,tempbeci bo albec. the sssersciadet pluot in Lrunsilel on
7 febrwry, wvul owin. 1o ¢loue, Liare ung 1o cowerVulio. of results,
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the _irLih's wopaulls oa corbhern Jurcepe. In bhe ooninios of the . L&
hislorizn, ®This coorulnatlor, Losetler witl: otier counter-.ir ifcrse

onzcts of these operutions, wnguestiosubly held .1lied kculer losses
Tar below vhst tiey nbolt ctheridse Luwve been aruinsl these stoutly

" H rj?B o 3 o r .1 B CRY
defenced burpeta. Sore ddeu of boc scals of tre effort involved

: : 21

cw be ~uined Trov the rellovin~. tables

- -

(perablong 20-25 Februory 194)

Sih 150tk  bLobal mod epand bobul
Peuvy Lombers Jispatehed 3,600 1,540 5,l40 2,740 7,22

Lisuvy borbers sbbuckineg 3,116 cO0 3,916 2,300 6,214
Torma~e drooned 5,150 1,825 4,975 2,333 15,305

Tre daie~e inflicled on the Gerwn alrerift industry ceers to have
been créub, Srla wb leioszi~ vus cio of the worst hit, ond its pre-riid
out ub of 25U T'e-109's per rionth fell Lo 160 in Februwry cnd nil in llareh,
wgeording to (3o esL:i.rm.tes.as The ecanlex ob Jecensburs wios Lo -bed by
both struleric ulr forees nd heuvily de.iced., It vies belleved thut
its Jenmuer; out.ut of 225 le-109's could not Le reguined until .uzust 1944,
aco it wes wssumed thedt the Ceroas wonld preder to uisgorse this fuelory
rubher thun try to rebuild «t the ruined site. Tne .o plent at Cscher-
slebun vae rot cuibe $0 badly deresed by the sttaec.s ol 11 Jenuar;, and
23 and 22 Uebrusry. Ib s assuned that only aboul o nonth's outpot was
1os’c..‘% Tre units of the Junkers ec.plex -t Lelberstudb, .schersleben,
cnd berpburg uere believed to hwve been seriously hurt. The otbscls on
Tulberstadt (iincs) wnd sctersleben (fuseleges) probably complemented
euch obler, wlbhouvls tie results of the utbaciis on these fdeep processes!
could hardly ke felt for a month or s0.77

85 esbimated thet serious wneillary eifects would result froa the

fuct thoet many of these blows were ‘.J_ wost &1 mltaneous. Some of the

W.
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fuctories loct stoelis of tools, wnd Jig-melin~ nuchinery. This could
have serious eifect, since oubsiae jir maters were undoubtedly swwrmed
vith orders. Tre acleduled transfer of !T1.0 wnd fothaer to the produc-
tion of the F'-190 amickt Love been sterted by the time of the bi- ruid
on Goth.., If this were so, tie hewvy destruction ab Cotha micht huve
viiped oub o large suuply of 2.=150 jizs, o fact which would inairectly
witech obher fuebories., .ad {inelly, the casualties, wiich were pro-
bably leavy, ccuald ce oxpeeled to glow wowm produstion by cuusing a
shortoge of skilled lv:.bor.go

Adr Tdnistry esbinebes bended to suugort the oghbiuistic inter-
pretetion of (3. larch estimetes ror the oroduction of the le-1U9
vere 225, as compured witis the LUD estlmuted for rebrusrys these
firures also ineluded salvaged s well as new oatput.eg However, the
=150 fuctbories, which were lese severely damuzed in the Eiy Leek
sttacks, manoared to inereuse preduction from 230 in februwry to 275 in
1urehi~~these risures asuin ineludine sulvaged pls;nes.go

Infornation obtuined from hicheruniiin - officers in the ~ehrmacht
ind Inftw.ffe after {le colluose of Cerxony testifies to the effective-
ness of the februuary wtbachis. In the oninion of Generalleutnunt Gwlland,
ore of tre most raous German Lirhber wilobs, Lhe ubtucks by our stratesic
bombers early in 1944 “procticully westroyed the Cermun fivhber produc—
tion for « short period."gl Uf partieul.r si-rificunce is the evidence
cenbribuled Ly Jr. ..oyl frydas, cidef of the _.irtruwe Indusiry, while
pbeing interroz.tea by .asericun lutellijence officers: 7

Ce oould 7ou Say rousldy that as o direce resalt of lie Februury

134 attacas, ;,Jyro:ﬂ_:a_telj four ilhouswna aireraft viere lost

to bhe Cermen Sir force? Your sbalement vies that 500 of the
production was lost ior tn.o o one=nall oonths.

R

L
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- T e
s Yes, tlLit is rigkt.  wnly an excestiuvasl effort coalu coue up
to bkt Jivure i tlob vas «u offort widch we cculu not have
Lept uo.

Crerutions Lor the conlh w3 « 3iiole were tue lurgect yeb uwnuertden
9

in the &lr wer. The Uighth .dr Force nput 7,170 borkers over the tarzet
Por a loss ol only 3.8 of the otbackin~ fores. Eerd tonasgse wos 17,146,
und borber wd Lighter clzirg of destroyed eneny wirerazlb anounted to
40 pl:‘;.nes.g-"j Ti.e Filteenth .dr Porce vas .ore hammered by weutler and
enewy actilon. 3Jow 2,370 eifeclive Lo.ker sorties were curried out «nd
losses verce 5.4 vor cent. Yie bork lowd ca to u,747 bons, snd 355
ene.y sireraft vere clalved us clesvl;:q:'cg‘ss-:‘t.(’uF

2% ube Jle T 'oed ended,':" fererel .rnold cubled Lis con-rutulations
to Lhe Commending Cenerul of tie U. 3. Jbrualeric .ir Forces and stubsd
that his abticlhs on Jereashur;, Leloziyr, Gothu, circburs, tad odher vit.d
i nter rucloriesc we.o wiping oul Ger.un Il bier aoduction. ile ex-
pressed his thans to all raies in the commund frow top to botbow lor
ti.c suporh Job they were aolny and vished buen oll tle best luck in

contining to curry westruction through tle heurt of Gen.:any.g5

“Tne sichth's carticivaticn in the operations of 20-25 Febriwvy cun te
skoun Ly the 1ollowvin: tszbles

. Dete Dispubehed Losk Sluins
20-2 1003 21 uE=35-29
212 261 16 19-16-1;
2o LT K1 1217
242 539 19 03-na-12
25-2 751 31

19-11-26
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. (el WILZS ORI S0 GIiG OF 19447

Tre neriod frosm the end ol the Bis ‘eel: bo P=i.y consbitutes

a velinite chace in the v a~iinst the Tuitw.ife <nd its supnorting

indnstries. L1t Is churocterized by certuin cf ~n~es of nolicy, nob

only of tke wtb.ckin~ forces s wub aleo on ke furh of Lhe Cerims,

SJorins Lle Tirst lopre-seule alb.cle in Lhe £fu11 of 1943, the Curans
- olten bricd to rebuila thelr plinbs b Lic oririnnl sites; where

this was not grecticcl, biey trieu to sprecd Lhe resources, orisl-

nelly plunned for enpensicn, into dis.ers.l fectories.t s tie

atbacis lacreeswq in welild ond nuwier, the .rocess of dis wrsal

s crectly wecelerated, cnd ib is quite possivle thal tuis, in addi-
tion to tle odr orifessive, helnud to leen dowm production wuring: tle
lust tiree months of 1943. Tllewever, the feriuns were wibling for
survivial wnd could afford to lorego 2 teworery advuntuse if it would
profit them in the lons ruu. "Ihe decisicn to discerce undoubtedly

gaved Jireralt produc‘bicn,"z and thus the 0.F, althousi lorribly

eripsled, s Jdule to survive the wbbicis of 20-25 JFebraary.
Durin~ the ilree -onths tl b elupsed bebuzen the epd ol 777

wrd lie irmedite reevarctlion Jor Deduy, ferqan sireruit ractories

. vere distelculed oub of tie ~rewh cormlexes tud inbo novr centers,

Uinth Llr Doree rdscions kel wore oaly ropbly woveted to FoulTRL DL

ure not bre.ted nore.  Por aa ceeonnt ol Llebic l Lir onur dicas, see
SFIHT shudles fos.e J2 dna Ju.

wte
e

L v
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s0.8 o1 walch are imae,rﬁrc' . " The Liudien eirercat induslry 1.s

Leousht wore elolel; utuer Terid. eoubrol, acd lools wnd wmochilnory
viere senb Lro. Lhe felen to lrprove proauchblon wetloas. Cn £l Foo-
ruary, toe nmoabhly .rouwucbion of Ibalivn Jdreruast t.s ectisteu oo
follous :l*

i hilers:
PSS Y 55

. Theld2 RS
Pe=202 15

-

=55 z

Tr L iners:
Ur=314 50
Dosoer-lp s,mu:-rt“:
s I8 35

L]

Ttuliun crcouction ol asro-carines (LU2-003 md L3-505) w.e estinsbed
b 150 ver coalhl, .l iU o telieved bt eoe of the Dol Jer-lcnz
Seschiliery nad Coen Zhisned bo Tbe ;.?'.5

Ve hile widitionul -1} oub ub .o kelns dovelopsd ot Druwsov,
Twtaie, wied Gror, fwnm.rr.  the tunirlod 2ur oand T .chilnery o oris, in
ihis lubber elty, hiu ginee Li4L been zunuracturdn~ o ovide vardsly of
R e udl leab.  socoralor wo rrow d anbelll wnes, odans Lor 1944 pro-
ducticn ¢ died ror o .contlly cubub ol Hu Le-109's, wnd 1t wus ve-
Iicveu Li Wb tie Ceriws leie Leanslus oroductlion rachirery to Gyor to

) 1,

. . 6
wiolu bue bu.wslas Tarbher Jste

e

flese rew wwveloyuenls in Zro.n Jirerwst proeacbion ters lir el

wAbhin the Sifbecntils srhere of oserJtion.  Aith ite crincisd L Iin=
L0 errore divesbid .culnst !essorsel Attt wrodusblon, 1o b.d oibacied

the lunocy Veuslodb creolax on 2 love Bur tna olo rod worl tiers for

averul, oudis. o Ak erd of Cupeh, be Afbeoath L e reldy Lo burn

@

iLo dbentilon bo bie sceusd wail oF Lo oo wdexn, vhe Jilockonced 1Lt

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




%

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

L5

SN, W A 2

&, a1 Lo bhe rw necduelion coalers

h Gror wtd Tralov, In Sdilien, LALeol o aere Sl Zoed Sor ollor vitldc

- PR

of LIc v ol L ddsrorned b Lin T Yurle s L1 A esshy Lo 2=
wabler=.cor bl Wb dbeesrsaory {uotrio), tie I puc no 0 Omarcci

shabe Wb oceler wo/lonan (00 eslaig Lau woebiar of o Lllor L onbs

s e i

in bie Jicane reo. WL widod, L e Leeel Crlopits L. re-
Celvia b sllvtudln Wle SOrel 1w LLPBLRS S . @0ul e .uPe 0337w

e
ut

e dyy bree £Cliedl . cpdorlbles saue oot Wt

bWz, Tolzle tretie” (uedd ool
e Stube apbt (o L Lelriacs)

3. Jlsor . cod {i a=1uy

he _MLuctiy (Jo-lC, )

Do weinwchuy (u=-2l9)

Le  Jricariclhobelen ofD (0o-217)

Te cricueicishaven ... olilr 088

S i calurt (D o=103)

LQditiond indope aLien ca Ule cestuard ddewcrodd o We 008 was
ceon rorbiieeiins. L holo reconnuiss.ut. of Lhw

* .

roveled . twss Wly oluabl thsl sessed fo e wnicred in the finud

1 3

~B0e HL 0y b Le=nl0, coselely din comection sAth th. Duna Lo
Aeal L4 Szlebroab dblos (lunrog ). e cechi sl il VoPooe . oa now
coa¥ieoea o Labive opoduser of biee T 2-00%5, Lhe wodhls cubwal tolac
agbirded L o deer.Sbe Sl Lo Tl owe ., Lie LU licn Jeoe L
Lrawsles o e 2Tea In L oorueroo 8 L oo cobeaved Bob Liw Tushe
Talle wiald Iove wo ure woe TLCLE 0 01 wlees Lo oo u Lo doeoos,
LG b APS0, b TRL.wbs LU ol Tld P Lloanf, whoar Dol L Lo ed

Vit Clowemiiar 0 Liww cdrbocaba, 2oweccdl ol , Lhed  1olo feceal.lso ..z

donriclia Lap 0 cdnClalitulivad Ll Bus . wleop.de . WiE sielus b

a0 bt oho tore Lo bo Jvhlooad weln Lo oo vrobo poconreing ooy e

Ao wid rencied
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Py
v

oddersunvy, U Joslon, foliely Jeeses, | epofafivniao.en,  orain er,

.

- s L .. . -
i Lt ddBL3P N, T wd. LiLldo Tl Lnowe WLooL2d

e L e o 2ebualil

ofYercs, wab such o LeoLiens Sinokd och o Jdlowei B Lrteriere dtin

. ; . 1
ardl Lo, GJ,_,&.-’.‘.LD.V&S.”J

Lodorbai Lol , v e Lrorcelbly bod wwslisr Wiili fed bovy o000 bl

sl bi0gs of Lhe JLPvec bl LAir Jurse ever Siuel 1bs cblvoulion LTr-

1.

sicled tl roo noul dou of LiC wniigs ol l‘-)l,l;.l LWbid L Lle oltusr

in northern 1L wen 100 Lo Bud, Laele wedv D6V oot deaeda Bl L0340

tids cres, 4 sboras in Ule tronc-.loine re”dion irequurily crivented

[ v Y

Like ceen rerelr.obions Lo tie ore 1yorbonl FOIVIBL.LLL objoclives re-

1z -1

vuired. Jongernently, tle Tiftcenth devobed wub or ils ofor: Lions

e

durir Duren Lo ble sunurort of the lawv buebtle in IR, esrsclalll the
LNzlo ad Jucsing .ciloas.

In redlzal, the Si-lth e Jorec continued lbs abt.cls cn prescrived
slrube <ic burrets, aszieted by the Tdubi.  Thers J.o no fundirenk.d ch nmo
in ke rioritlics, zeu L o Lulr e .aw its sources o) su Cly 5631l ro-
veined o ohief obloctive. ouiber .o ortem Lhe DMeblor valen aeberrinsd
the =e-uonce -nd auder of sbbuohs celivered =-ubist o rortieuler toret.
4 - ihis tise tue i-sroecclve build-nn of Lheoter stren-bl--there sere
Loreardiantely 1,156 e vy boters opercbionsl wibh w:ii;sl’j-m_:urk.ittetl
e Uifilh to LfTord be.vy oir Lublles, .rd it ses tie Jdeliber.ie nolicy
of headgquariess bs cnblee the Zorc.a Xor wbions lutu Lie Ar G L1
rocsible weuns. .ecordin to Cuacrdd Sranlsz, thrse ol tis D.urel abbachs
vere oloiid wibLout wg wibe.st b weee bion, toe rouwe swliousd in each

1k

abtacll heinn Be saus. Genor.l Docoilittle suecineuly choructberiwsd

.

bhe situ.bion when ho swids "Ib io ncw .« caze o eibier the Lun <A1l fela

- " E g . L - 3 [} Py L

or we will fold, ™ e odds, Lowever, vere .ll in faver of tlie Ji hth
N o

AT Force,. —

H [
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EICHTH AIR FORCE = PROPOSED OVERALL PLAN .o
TARGEY TRACK CHART Roule tollowed by w i o.
Prassry SrunswitkCotha, Beraburg,Halbaratadd,Lelpzig Aucharsicbesn DATE .20 FEB. 1944 ..l||||||.|I|.. 7 0.5
Secondery Tutow, Posen LKrehiing o

Lasi Resorl

JLAX COMBATE

L3
NEAVY & | Fy 190 O L 404 408 |44 L

~ Iot[B. D 5 C-Wa 924 0y
LIGHT 4 u“ ‘"”“ —tat|® 0.2 CW's a)_n;n;!:d._ IR n.i._.;mn“‘..-_.w...*
RIS -z2ngB B 2 C.W
TR0 Znd B O (4T, W _?...w_:
~2ny B D 2O C.W. L a2 AL
343D ISALIIBE 45A CWs

=3rqd B.D. 44 4B L 458 C.Ws
& - 1ighter rendexvals ——

S50
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In theory,, LIDL.T Xelb 11 desiruble to relux o libtlle its rressure
wrainst Lle blses wna Yuellities of tle Iulluwalre ir orter to nuy rolber
Jttention to Lidch-wriorit; i.duslei:1 tor-ebte. It vy reasoned it
sioce tle reud lucrce.zc of Biolber ghtrencth czmd the derclopnont ol the
lenm=ruanve fichber sr.ocbilesldy sosursd us zir sursriority, it iould be
rocgible to beon the Ceroan richbcr Torce Min & b fe or rel.tive ino-

toney ralker thou co.ylele c.if;ast.z-u-:ticm."l6

However, this idea renwined
lurrely theorelicwl Jdurins arch, for the we!ther olten «rbitr.rily
forecd abaciiz on weshern ~irficlds by coverin~ everrvthin-~ frther ir~
1.rd il . dogeo overciot, "

the Zicibhts first cowmnber-wlir Dorce oreruibloan or Lhe wonbh coeurred
oen 2 ‘urches wdle i beav, Loree w.s ceut Lo Frachourt, 109 Lo lers
SLbashed bie wlrficdd ob tne rowous olu cathédral city of Chortres,
fraace,  Sowwe 150 lons of enslosives were drop.cd without any osnsoslbicng
the sround heze couind un Irc: tie fields mude «indn» airficult wnd the
gtrilie clotos incic.led onldy ruir results.m

Arfields were Jlso the tarret for the Fifteenth. uwn tle 34,
Viterbs, Jenlro, and Fubrica 4l duw vwere bo.uoed by small forcss withoub

18 The Zicnbth returned to tie cltack on § Tarch by

consricusus success,
schedulin~ -losions .~alnst Gerren~held uicdrc.es ia Jrance. Unfor-
tunabely, 10/10 eloud covered .11 kie srinory Sarsebs w.d the 219
Liberabors sere foresu to Lo Jonee, fercerze, wyd Ludes ae Tuss.c
throu~h koles im Lhe overcust. ine resulbs v.riced; they were believed
to ke ~ocd <t Jo-nic .nu Zerrerse, wbub vere very incllective at Lindes
de Buss.c. Four worivers were destroyed ««ud clails ol Li~-0-1% vere

rade. 19
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In spite of the he.vy blows delivered .uinst it in Pebruary, the

Inflwerfe ves still curuble ov a flerce vetense ol taryets it considered
vital, Tals ves clearly shovm by the zrest air balile of 6 . urch. On
this day, TLO hewvy bombers were dissutched by the Zirtilh soidinst ksrlin.
In swite of the ruct tlil tue boubers were escorted by T9o fiznbters of
the VIiII and IX Fighter Zomaunds, anu two squuuronz of .8 imstun_s, the
opuosition uzs unusually heavy. It iue estimated thut wpproximstely 615
German fighters rose to defend the Heich, malking this the largest de-
fensive effort yet carried cut by the G.F, In addition fo the usual
sinsle-ensine ficlders, twin-enrsine wnd sinsle-encine nicht risuters
vere called into the battle., ..& bhe rormmublons recched tle llanover orea
tle 24 Division was subjected to infense obtachk., fTle borbers ci this
division forred o line oi casbabt winr puirs aproximctely sixtyr miles
lonz with the escort fir~ubers slirhtly wewlier in the middle blan at the
two ends, Toliine adv.ntaoge of this, the Ger-wn ficnler comtroller
cbtecked the sronb -rd the rewr of the forisbion with rforces of moderste
size, wd while bi:e escorbs were occunicd vith bhis wit.chk ke threw more
tham 100 firhbers ob the tomenbarily unprotected cenbter. Tnls rwnsuver
groved to be Losl eidective; in wbout 30 rdmmbes, the Cerawn liguters
Lad destroyed sose 20 bogkers. Lhew the bo-bers rassed north ol
Lranswiclh, the obbucus from this first line of Jelvase ceused, bub wnen
the 1lst Division reccked the Uerlin wrew the wir buttle bepun urain und
conbinued until the bo-bers lelt Lie a.reu.zo

Sose of the fishter escorbts were subjected to attack as the rowmo~

tlons crossed into Jermuny, oub tre nujority of tie Ceschwader concentrated

their strikes z-uinst Lhke low botber ;rougs. Sove of the formalions were

P

¥ L I Y R N o a gy
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under Dire for oz lon~ ag Luo rours g A5 rdnubes, and a1l Bres of
tactics vere tried b tle Cerwoms, docket sbtacks and oir-to-rir
borbing vere .bbtensed, wnd o new btype of projectile (nelieved to be
& Yuged ZU-=nad, inceriury shell) wihich burst vith & srerclings erfect
and invariubly seb rire to Jireraft widceh it nil wus seen Jor the
Lirst time, Lotizirersit fire over the terlin ures Vs lnterse and
aecursihe, | edbher conditious «b the target were unlfavorsile .nd bthe
bombing viie renerslly re~arded us voor. o bobul of &7 o .ilers and
11 firubers vwes the cost wiilel tne .7 had to nuys iowever, losses iere
rnot all on cne side. 1ne borbers claimed 93-Lh-%5 Gerrun flolters, wnd
the cacort fi-hbers lisbed <R-0=32 o destroyed, orobubly destroyed,
ond di :&ged.zz

(n tie 7ih, the Fifteenth returnsd to the alrficlds in the None
orea und straeh fabries di Netiu, Crvieto, wnd two fields i Viterko,
Caly o wabries aul Zorwa ard tle mwin Yiterbo field was tsscoezond
rosclble, bursts showvins on ceth those l.ndin: ""1‘0111’113.23 Clezpinn
westher over rortheri _uroce ~er . dbted bhe @i~hbk Lo fzle wnother
albterut at the .erlin urss on the Zth, und o0 to wors uropsed 949.5
Lonc sn llie _roner bull=-te.arins olont. The excellent visibdlity rer-
sitbed acourdte boibin:, tnd fGenerel Sou.bz helleved thot tie Lor-ot

X 2,
had been coupletel; desiroyed, <k

woce assin blho udvielie ab we w
sturdy wefenss us bhe loss oi 37 to dere and 17 fi_hters iusudcuted.
fotal vo ber and Tithter elals c. e to 129—26—1;1.25

JTher this there wus o ceuse in lie Zichbht's DolLIuLidll. oxsruticns.
saversl <dgsions vere uirected wouinst robobt-bonb installablons in ihe

Tas de Tulois ceotor wad trere vere tre usual vsuaiber holiduys.e (n

Q
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the L5th, 344 bombers iere uiéﬁaéﬁhei”tdlgo;b Lrﬂnaaicﬁ, w cit:r rich
in odrerurt tursets. Undorbuncbely, whoen thz oliues reucncd irelr
obgective, the, found it covered by 10/10 elous wd Jblhoush 745 tons
were dro. ey by mesns of olind-bouwinr eculnzent, lhe vesulis were nol
observed < uive=boubin Lilssion acconpznied by o low-level fignler
sweep We.s curried sul by 100 [ustunrs on the 17tu, La the following
day vhen . hewvy foree of boubers ubbe .obed bo met throush to strik
srdroses ard sireraft fuctories in south centr.l Gerwony, ihe over—
e.5t wurain orotected the rrliaries. Twe cibies of Mmich und
Friedriechshafen, tnd Uive smoller turgsts of opportunity, vere borked
ingbeqd, 58 so olten Lan ened vhen the srimordies viere overcsst and
tar~ets of ownortunity vere wosped, wrran~eients with the fisider es-
cort ivere thorouwlly naset, .ny bowwors misscd Lhe rendezvous with
the ficuters altevelker .nd were, consemently, exceedinTly vulnersble
to the aotiucls of the 0.7, Porty-thres kewvy bo<ders were lost, of
vihich lour wvere usslrored in nid-wlr collisioas -nw one was sbraek b
borbs Trow & rriencdy crodt Jbove it,., The returnine. b doers ..de
cluiris or 45-10-17; 15 firhters were lost .nd cscort cluims were
197

hile the Jirhth was go enyoored in the sasles over sodthern Ger.any,
the Fifteenth voy carryin~ cubt one ol tle .wsl brilliwstly pl.uned
aericl rmoneuvers oi the Surogcan r. he ter et s o« sroup of uir-
fields ord londins grounds loctted In the wre. surroundinr Udine «t the

Y

nortkern tip of the .dristle. This Yoockeb of eneny alr pover,” &3 o

tuetleul misslon regort described 'ﬁ,dé operated directly wrainst ihe

rogt corvenisnt routes froa Italy to Larcets in .ustris und soutkern
l‘
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(OPailiy, o Yo o OOuShiab goxrce of lrrl.tioa Lo bre cirtectbi Jir
FOPCE.  .8C0 Tilsin © bLhe suribe i L orbunce ol ities. ouses, c.rly in
1L, bhe cartunalle o ws Lo Cusctibtrabe consiecroade abrea b on Lle.,
Tie nobto recorrelssace OF Ly wwdiluX) shoved wp romivacely 179 Liriiers
sresernl in Lhe ureas Tue bishly suceossiul poide of 32 Junuaxy reuuced

trls powwer bu weoud

-1

J whde wrsd vlacss, but beenas: of bie Loporbood
surt Lhesy wirdiclde pluyed in bhe velenss of gouthern Jeriany, the
destroyed ard damuned nlires ere re.loced rnd £iater stren il wus
~raduadly bullt un owTed .2‘9 Teoend rholorragks of the [izhber ulrfields
ab dello, Luvoriano, . aciaco ,": 20P50, Toriziy, wod Udine stoved &
totul of 235 arcr, fithbers, cod 1w lnowm that the Villuorin Lurd=-

in eround .8 the muin buoe for tie Cemz.a bo “‘pers harassins Alied

Sl

L

oldrnine ob wal zrourd tle .nzde— stbuno ures,”

To rewbrilize ticce [lelds wrd cdectro; the am nuwder ol eneny
rldes, . ceprlos of carcimdly ol .oncd Jnd blved orarctbions wa worled
out, wid wsg mounbed oa tio worniny of 13 urel. e pirsl rhoce
oocurred ren $5 =301 bosht oft ab U7Zu hours, rendesvoused L 1,000
feeb over Swn u‘e"aféro, und bien rlew orf down tiw dri.bic ob an roxi-
wavely 7y feeb ucove bhe waber Lo aveld ruaar detociLicn. .8 Lhgy neured

.

tlic cougl, they rose vo v,Ud) reel uun seporbed o curror: thelr oarts

in ihe uvevelopin: action. «re ~roup clyeled over Ireviso, siruied
brains = uirfields, rade o short puatrol wortii to blhe sountulrs, wra

31

then Tlew to Vealce to ciztlaue its vilsinece wetivities. ‘Llers

-« Ton bhie nhobo recornidssiqce w.o clawusieu, tho | _.nliao Field webuudly
shwwed = urep fro.s 55 to 22 sirver it rresuat. levoven «b tris Lice 4
reid e ~oine on in the Fienno wrew and It i sesunrsd Lhabt zors of the
Toniuee pluies wore taklas pirt in tho paclle. Tols nresurcbly te rorury
Geerc.aze b . aleww 1o o0l 2Wlowed Lfor in e [lure of 23% aircr.ft clbed
Abovi. L
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garried out o i‘if_’hter"‘s.hé'e‘p "l rest 'i‘arce‘ b 0920 A bke Udline/fil-ori.
aru. il succecded in wldine wmost of Lhe ee g Tishilers cn tle “roxd,

Tewwhile, 113 D-17's Fud been Ilyluc up the Yuroslww coost aiing
2 foeint tovuard sovbhern Cer—any wnd flushing up the fi-tbers bazed in
tre i lurenfurt and froz sress. oo Lhe Lodbers revched o roint rorthe
ew:l 01 Tlume, inote.d of eonlimuin: Inbo soubizern fer .anv, they burced
shormly vest, wrxdn- vie [l endurt/tras ableclih - Yorces with s 1a 32
Srorbly orberiiacds Wb LOL3 Louars ilic, drorned Zd=lb, fr.-ent-tion boslss
. bhe Tiiloorba wra Ldine lonuin. grous’.du.jﬁ vuet w5 il Loobing ce.sed,
the | 1. caluet/lruz riclters, wlo had consiucr.bly cxbended breusclves,
hiod B0 Lot to refuel; Lowver, becuwdse of bhs dwure ot tre rislds just
borkod, they e Lo co £ anm Wb oller secue-br vusie,.

Te sbore wan bhus set foe ble fieud chese. Lile the vawry Jir-
craft norselly bused in the ares were cm.coenbrileu on Lie wvound to-wtbher
ek tue Ii~lders frcad the | lagenlurt wrd Truz wrous, Liree buelr Lorces
of 72, &7, .d 121 Likcrubors swepb in bo blust lie Llelds ib Gorlziw,
Lowvorine, wnd ! wnioso Lebueea 1053 ard 1111 Loars. Tie effect s de-
vostubing: o bolul or 22,370 Zo-lb. fearmentabiow bo bs ey WJdropou wrid

i

cnly & erovn wirer

)

b were JAde bo ~ot off tho rwednd Lo inlervee & tle

. o 3L s . s . . . ) .

-2k Toreos. This rald 3w 4 he.vy Wlowv Lo erews Jir rousr in rerthern

Ibaly. In the offici.l ronort, tho tos: forecs vere credibed with de-

strorin~ or damarin~ Lo riveratt on tle ~round. Dooker cludle for tle

aorial wolble 1ove 23-7~7, iad bhoe Li-bbers ol ed 32=3-3. 10SSGs ware

ebre .l Lirats wut of tho hus Lo kers C1d Lo fi~hiers thot wed out,

- o 35

7 oxd by recrcebively, U.dled Lo peburie
lext oo the Jitteendh loumehos . Polloweny blowv ol @l cofurd onu

Graz, 1L¢ Lle_enfuel wirdrce.c was Lib by Z3h lewy iobers  toab
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M '-“I‘E,: -
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ure ¢ Gua 5F . LU5 tors of - Tt ‘b TIrl’ ia bie . Jhernoon.
cole »ode it difficult bo wososc the w.owre, bub Blis wre ceen on
Loty wi daiotroticn bullotns, disiorsal -pe.s, wad the 1oding
flelu,  Boirtr-buo rl licrue wd 7 endsep-tr.nsports twre cuen o the
Clelds 13 of bie doror wnd 5 ob tie letier were cl.imed deslro)ed.
LgtvEen 4 und So ity wirer.dlt wlbuclisd Lhe bo.owrs in safes o4 OO0
dowm & gowers, wmidle & oo0e were losl Lo Llud i Laotier 2 e31Linea. o0
2res o whbuetiiu by Po Ldrec.it arozoiny LU0.2 taus ok Bid=live L0id ~3el
bons o1 100-Llo. tGs. §ho5es siowed tie be bs fodling le vio soubh-
wesh rorh of bie eilr . Fifteon enc.y wlanes tuwe deslrojed e 12

_— T T T T

Liker dors iore loct. Tre satn duy Ti =47'c nd -Blte of e

-tk i force aedw - oo Dinubloa dive-bo Hing Jthaell and Li~nter
gen on the Tilze=liEn (waben) wirdire £ ond sorrearadlu™ SouaLry. L8
Hile e porocted cnouie forblaest rorblon ol Lie rielu wou rew anie
Lion obores, Lub in crerl bhe Yo oadas 1o ondy Llle. sere G.5 00

o acnibies 1ol ro 2king or Loosu=gs.

4
¥

Lot

o *

B~ AP aoloa T 5 baeened Lor o0 0 Lrsh cvoa bie bbb woslonod

Foh be ¥ ke w200 RO Gbb 3 Liveran duslories oo Araes &o Lo w.oboen

o Gedrll Tronr . wnovee, vlowd seadibloss Lolerlorsd oilb weonint,
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Lo Wbl VLT ) Dha ST Lo nPle Lo Barsed bt owee LJnloaad
LThaarlule L Lwuld ur L7556 vl vas G, e wee oG AG., LAAELD,
b wlby  adUily L SULDTAS 5 WU WD et B en ol balwul OF G dEuunily .
ehun v 14 wie inu cuused Gu.glunlubls CLLAOWSAua ws Tl T DU
Po ooy Le Lo A3 J¥Aund of cwst G0 BL G, wed B3 oasiln 0T TR TOSY R SO -

S0 Lw 35 dnwiog oorl, . Lol meburddl, o ode 3B alarlzal uee bes

lw i -
e vz_:;mu“b 4~ - - .
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owd raar Lbursbs on oow roand ibz dest Jlolioaw, o ble 1.6 L actory
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wdmibae sl ot luie Peaalui. 210 e cipdu =l 'o uroioad 40 bono

Cat b a7/ o500, Liedro o JiED LiBtles o aroobl W wose W€ LIy

%

ceonidod  asnlslllr so o czsiolen W v il 1010w,

Lo LUuensive eounbor-civdes o ocur Lo Lan 2orrlou cub i

vhe 89bhe  Jlonde ooterdd coaLrod oo w wub o leo .ol the albber

- . - - - P ol Bl o S - e -
Ve 017 0, Jeoow uoably . larr o Jeree ol TUT bolbir. s o oozib oWl Bo

WBLae, naee © L Jdrdroost sw e drer B Clobor, Ll et L4 noowblee

¥ »

e s L1
CaLt LTante ke Treehs | owa Lleir ol miliernes e g fallous:

Lel]

"l ord Lo JLevlcld 300 DL ey selool
Loaribz frcicla J/a Citmler cool
o Cext _irsiel] 1. veeec . mti-ziisodr s beoe
sarecaiim’ Ll gus adralold AT L Sl K NIV e
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Jte du loout oly Jlrilold s/ Fi Lber ~¢al

L. woedlde sdrfield af o LL Lbew T2

2otrs/, woa ye SOl JArsioly LICPVS Lradndn. s wndll L1 huer
brseE

Tours .Llprulcilu o Lir e ol ¢ =130 el AT

Jhurires wleiiold of 0 Lh . vel POSHEAVE ST alniie
it

Lb Lo oln a8 wtnid vieuslly ond MU Dons were Jueolsed.  Litu The wie

ca:blo of Lhe .ops reedir W@ ob, all the oo cetives ors well coversd
T . P, P - H-,’A[,'fd b e . A Vg

sl M Lelll Raw TTARLY Wl CLlSLluErut Told. LLE LeITU d‘“«. L OXCE Ot )‘?j

Te17Vs il Y L=ZA's wmee 5.3 0 Libog. slrdielos Ln oLri.cce o radn,

Geewusy ol dolerioracin. edller eondibions, e Liboroors twre =11

reenlled Lelore reachkins Llo toeets; houwver, Ule Sorbresces prposoed

—

o ol wre ned 93¢,.5 Bong of bo do.  sre resulbs ol Jioritres Lnd Dion
wore ~oed, o enl; Culr b elss @ Guatowadun., Tie dceonuaying
fibiers clulred 33-1-33 sfor aiver it «bil.cled on bLle sround. Loss3c
ere 1liwb: two ko kers w@d bhres 1l h‘t;‘:rs.i"a
e o or Bloss viptullly erdea Lie combor-.Lle o or tioss Lor
Vereld Bolh lo ofdonmd nrsd In 161, on o ule wlole, L v oovonlh

TG By FAch crenLbor activiby ocldneb adrcicdde Lo svadool Lie

o}

bL.sle taclbories o0 Lee Jdireruft liwuusery, In bio ¢ ogw of bie Ailh
dr roree, wwwddor previnbed . beovier eliort wondnot bhe industry,

LOr W UL WEhm o Wws 8RI1L Lo ooy vae cu.odbiwnb., whe i hibh deogied
w botal or 21,54 Long wirin’ lue oubit bn 2,570 efleclive sortiecs Jor
losses of Lol rar ceal ol the wbbacizin: J.orces.u“ . Vory Lerre nuuier

] 1

of Cer za: [i-nbers werc clalond desiroyed durds,. ohe Joabh, the tolal

»

belny no less tian 834 2lanes; 203 or bids muwsbor wire crcdlted tu tle

The Jifbeenth ir Forece was cnudlly handlcippsd by come of the

worst welbher obuerved in newrs, bub, unlibe the T1 Lth, 35 s clso
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Cacinn tobtle. | ecertedn coouah of

tive wmu eliort were spout oa the nzio operdlions, o boe Jusuolo

bubtle, was in sbtecs cn rull coiaanicaticas in tue cenineula,

’

U

Thoorceliculdly, SLILEIL 4. vedlined Lee Bo) sriorlity lor the Fl.t'teeﬂ'bh,l‘"

Lut for tic rewsons lloted «bove, Little eculd ke done wosdinst the
slroru.ct f.oloyies los.bed soroes tie .lpe in .wstri. ond wouthern
Qermany. Insteud, counter—cir oger.ilons boou the forn of utbuclis
o _gdinal olrdre cy.  IThis nwob oaly sobisiied Generll raoluts insuruc—
tlons to Ldb bLhe Luilwdic in Bl Jir od ox Bhe ~round, bub it «lso
~ave our ori ve ohe rrouad b.blle. . lobt.d of 1,731 tons Was Uroved
or bhese bar~obs wurine tbhe .wath .3 coiaved vilh L7 boas droored
on sLidl.r ob echives lu Jeora.ry. lowever, e ' wreh bomnure on clr-
crudlt & U oo Cooends Sxeborive Ved o TR0 BT 273 tcz‘:s.‘w Logc:s ere
co: slderobly less tiron iu who vrovicus :oach, Leln ' end 2 reox ceud
ol Lo 4,01 erfecuive sorbles. folub bodor nd Di-tler e¢llirs of
-

wesbiroyed ene g wlrer.il ez to 210,45

fabPanlly Ll ® ey wownde o bue Sifbeendth e Jorce go.eticcs
LPCdeud wibe Pedntals L boe Li_h places,  Jowsthin, Ll Lk
ohatt Lol urd Lhe cid 01 Carche Jenstul olr lLary Jililane dlsoa,
Lue tuesbor Cooongsr, hied orasred the sbr.be so Loroe to jrocszed -~
gdre Yo cerclidlin rrds wb Lach.ract, olossbi, faw olber Lulian
Lursebs, SIthoutl Wiy arondd Jir Jiorles corbel hiu wosidsd ULt
[logell s nob bo Lo toted, uncral Spaabz re wmested Twlorusl arola

to et the rwbber cuecldd Wb the deher cuthoritles, chubin: theb

wDw bobd boans e on A1 Larmeis Do oul fiola < a0 19,370,
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celloniar, Bhan ccizion o) Wi, w Lo OTuel uf | Pioclily Jur tie

Siibowubl, A Lores s sel owde  JIPEu 100 wal Ve Lo Bhe Poodire-

4

CEuby oo bhe LUBTle ou AL, LuCniad il G0 Sullidem way il LI

. 1 . o y

o, V0L bu Bur obs Lo Locchecctora sdro 0 ZU wes Jdoo obaled UL
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in tan e, tes wodliziho .92

[

ticn 4l ingcrdebioos swre rocoived Wb JLfhoomth Lir Voree eoatulrbors

on &/ . arehls  deon rwjor boreebs iere Hobed I1n bhe Pollodnc crioribre
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Lobh “o=210%e cnd ~L10%s,  The Taeilibles ab Trosov, .arsiurs, end
Cwerofafferdofen vere invelved in tre oroductlon of ibe lewl10, .uile
the Selwotud wlagt wos curcosed ko be wlin- o Youw gebs nnd sossibly
asserblin~ Lie l'e=l) rid kbt Lictber.??
In ¢:.0 ve.cher crovented sttuchke on the oriowr borrets, secondaries
‘s 52
were listed .o follous e
1. l.sechi clirer.ft sietorr ul Varese, Ituly
Ze #lub ccrliclic rucbor, wad odreficld ot furdin
3., Zred. worlis b lhe Jrosso/ iden Jirricld
Le lie cibenslon of Lhe .lener [ewstudb conplex b il eaturt,
astrie, nd
5, Its exteasion b Lesun, Tusosluvia, where tHe Iawrus oid
o _czarc.i fuctor, hes sroducia] cnd regelirin: le=107's
Oe Luller bell=touarin: fectory b lLurember;
Ca 3 ol o few codirlewtiosr tere 2wGe ln both lisuvs. ke Eaa Yoslau
aohor, Lo “OVeG up to thira sluce in the orlwarics, end 1o the
gecondaries, the Fict .eritulic plznb tecw z first cpiority, ldlurenfurt
s out in third road:, and _reda .o uro::-_c-ed.sg
The errhusis on relstively new turvets in these directives is
indis.bive of the sro-ress of disperscl vithin the Geroun alreralt
indusbry. OSlnco amamy of these plunts were in cenbrol or soutlenstern
Turone, they wffected tre oreraiionul rolicice of the Fifteenth wore
Lrin those of tie Sirkth. <o e acw plaabs and g0 excnded old ones
were torbed, but it was not considered possille to locube nd destroy
1 of thea. Tuther, it vis decided to round the bell-becriny industry
herd, cnd try to coaceatr«be on & arll master of lerre wero-sa~ine
commonent aud nese wly olanbs. Inis, sdue tle basic sbrubesy of

sbbaclzny [inished escuy olures on the round viercver they could ue

found, wao eoncidered Lhe best way o Lhold down the Luftwaife if it

&0

coulu nob be totally westroyed.
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Zoth the JAoubh e bhe fittcerdl vere faced witiy orioriby con-
flicts duwrin~ tie sayrins of LM, In Suriand bheve was w tendency
Lor tic strubesic effort to swiny to the borbardiaent or tactical
turtets in wrenaracicn for CVUAL0D, srd in Tlely o rsreut deal of
erghusis wes pluced on the destruction of ruil facilities, 3s & re-
slt of tle insisztence of ..ir !urshal Tedder., !'onctheless, the
rressure cn the .0 wus Fetun us .ush os possible.61

In heepin- with the new directive, the Fifteenth luunched an
attuck on the Steyr bill-beurins nlwnt, the rurdter one griority, on
2 pril., Tie Certon ball-beairin-~ industry led veen . frequent tar-et
For atbtocks by both strabtesic vir foreces, .ofier the he.vy ruids on
Seiveiniurt, tle sterrwalfen glzlw-erwerle hazd become one of the
most Lupordont ball-becrins nlinls in the fhelch. Cnee un aero-ensire
works, it wus now fmown to be mroduclng beurln: o wuu ball-belring
dsseniolies Iur the Geruwen fovernuent, .lthows it this pilunt hed been
hewvily dwuisced by bhe Fifteenth in previous relds, lie lutest re-
connelissance showed definite si_as of woulvily. . recent Lioto
coverase of tle .lecer ieusbaut couplex revealed tnut its canuclity
for ulrcruft wssesbly waes being lncrewsed ard ib e thought that the

62 Tor this

Steyr plunt nitht, in sove way, be connecied wilk this.
reason it wuz declded to sbirilke it in force.

Just ot noon on the 24, 127 B-17's and 137 B-24's, escorted by
Liztbninss und Thunderbolts on renebration and 78 Lishtnings for tur-
cet cover wrd withdruml, roured over the Zteyr plunt ub clbitudes

- -

froa 19,000 to 25,020 feet., leorly 70U tons of boios were dropmed

¥ibh rreb success, In two bull-bearine wd tvio cave-— anuiuwcturing

A;-.* g - A nr’;" .%—71 T —
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buildinss tie divare was practicully totel, and in the poching woddis-
vubelin ' builaine, 50 rer cent of tiw roofian colliupsed, The testing
end woseibly LWulldiny received ono dirsct Lit wrd the recelvin: depot
cot two direet Lits wnd tv.o wear wisses., .h the sare tiwe, u foree

off 1.2 2=24's bo ed the Tteyr ailrfield with 332,30 tons bubt failed

Lo do why dumgce bo bhe maln slractures, wnd a frostoean force of 28
T-2h1s Jhbached ke Vosblar wlrdrose as & sccondary t,.r-;eb.ég'

Tre awbbugl: on the Steyr nlunt nroduced = sharn reaction Irow the
Luibw.ife. 7Tre beier crews csbimstea thol tihey wwre wbtacked by 250
to 303 enerr planes, .nd believed thal tley had chot down Z4. The
majority of the inlercenting fisiders were iron the Vienna-Groaz-
Llacenfurt area, with the excertion of (0 or 70 wirerult fron fields
ewst of siwse and o few irom lumich.%% _s . result of tuis ission,
Lie obeyr ball=lgarine oland wes ouspeaded Irc: lhe nriorities lists
pendin:: wore definite inlor.ution, tlhe undancjed portiocs ol the
Steyr-Duinder~fuch Luctory were clussiiied us Bu secondury tuarget of
low priority. s

fre nexb three ogerwtions or the Fifleenth . uinsbt POLLICZLIAL
tarsets were on o ewller szeule. (n 3 Gpril « force of 112 Yorbresces
bosced the Duduvesh/Tokol sirersit f.ctory with 33L.75 tons. .Jlthough
cne:xs otbucls vere s.ooressive, only four bosbers iuiled to revurn.
Ttrikte phiotos showed 350 ercters within the rrecinets of the fictory,

bat only two buildinss reesived sericus dooa c. {n the ni-kt of

o~

F=h .rril, 7 Liber.tors wad 70 ‘ellin-tons drovze hi~h exnlosivoe

-

ira ivcendiorics on the “hnfred elsg woriis ot Budacest., U ood

eoncertrubion of bo hinT w.s rerorbed with tuo lur-e exrlociors md
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piny i’ires.'{’7 in the bth, & foree of 97 ve ers wzs sext Lo bhe Z.ored
Ldrdpere, but owire te o« hewwy overe.st, only 19 Liberutors iere skle
o _tb.ck. To Lobire results covld bo cheerved.””

Ster :n ubsence of 10 aups, tle IZi-hbh ir Force begun o gericd of
intease FUTULIL ST activity by stogins an orerublon evainst several
turcets in rorthwest Cerruny on the &th. [line coxbul wings were comrdbbed;
314 L=17ts vere o ubbaek Tive Luathw.ffe insbollutions wnd 330 L= 's
mers to Lo.b two alrer.dt fucbories in Eronsidiclz, .JLthoush the Jorts
encountered no opsositica, the Liborlbors uldeh specrhe.ded the apbuel:
ron into o eonsicercvle oir bvoltls. b first, gothin huprened us the

N

borfoers vaesed Liagen, then Swwricr Luke, Steinhuder lilwe, Fanover, wnd
even wruasiick tdthoat seeln~ any cira of tle onezy. .boub LU miles
northeust of Erunsviel rwwr lJulmuedel, tihe Toro.bions ran into u cou-
cerbr.bica or 150 ens.y tirchlers, ard & [lerce coibat resulted in winicn
the Znd Division lost 30 pliunes ,69 althourh it apgears tlat the mriecan
firiber escorts outnuskered tle attackine plines. Mo unoavy bo.ber
losses cun be nurbly ex.luined by a naviswbionid error taude by one of
tre corbab wincs of tle 2d Oivision. Tids uiar turned south too soon
cnd flew wn Mnside ecurce® to Transuwlel: wiich nloced it sove 60 miles
aho.d of the sereduled escort mibiern. In tae vords of mn official
recort, lhis swing "suiTersd the usucl conseyiences of snch . navirsa-
tionul erpor. The ot exoloited the situdiea wibh his ususl aluerity
urd erfectivonces. iV

w€ bozns of thu 1L.0G nlani in the “iluelmbtor suburb of Crunswici

sroduced excellent results, fhe 3ur bong of boos were well uistrilbuted

ol ever, pullding in the iastulleblen was bib. Luin: o navissblonal

RN
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Jirriculbies, many or the E-L7's ere unuble Lo resch Laelr ussizned

ob,ectives b sany teroets osf oggorbunity hed Lo be soushbt, .5 . re-
sult, tie followin_ C.oF airllelds were ablocled with jenerally good
resulbs: Lencenheren (142 tons), Hesslincen (15%.5 tons), (ldenburs
(147 tons), Tesere (39.6 tons), Twente nschede (41.Z tons), Jucken- ’
brack (154.6 tons), Imndorf (30 tons), ‘chicr (1172.5 tons), end
Dheine (41 tons).7l Yhe VITT Bomber Joomaand lost 24 plines in this
onersztion :nd 22 firhters vere riissing also. Tobil bouwber znd firhber
claims aouinst the erery were 1&8—25-53.72

sother exlensive orerution wms plared for the rext duyr, 9 .pril,
This was to b2 . very; deep naetrution of the Teich to ztbuel: Focie-
Al fuctkories in north cenir.l femazny und Tolunda. ) tobsl of 842
boskhers were drborne, bul hirh elouds over Zarlens hiuvdered the
fori-dion wssexnbly end onlyr 402 rlares wctnally resched the tarcets.
The Cermau opnoziticn u.s viroreus in soue -reuic, bub in regercl it
wity sporudic wrd coanfused. The erems seened uncertuin both ws to Lhe
aestingtion uwad the vdthurawid roubte of Lue bo.bers, wrd the heaviest
sbtac.s ringlly fell on & portion ol the returnin vowbers who chose
to fly a course farther south thun oricinully plurred. Had they kept
to the briefed route, they would have rrobibly vissed the Geran inter-
copbors 1.0 were nesyly cut or fuel. By reburains soie 90 nmiles
further scuth than intended, t:ey Ilew into o concentrition ol some
69 pinrle—ar J twin-enpine Cisiders, ard soce bonmbers uere lost.!?

The fociie— WLE plant at erienbury was well borbed with 217.5 tons
aropred fron sedium :tloitude. Voerious usserbly shops received direct

hits, wnd 25 per cent of one subuszerbly bullding wus destroyed.

— g =
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Cifice bulldings were dimared opd fires cturted in Lle burraecks. 1
Gydni./tuhinel , the berbin~ was done by o relutively snull foree .nd
wias corsidered fuir Lo ~ood. srpenunde and its cirversft instillidions
recsived savere injuries; & heavy eoncenbration l:ided on the north end
of the workshop wren and there wus onother jood puitern on ithe .iurshadl-
ine yurds cand the wirebouse urec. .. osumcdll Loree wbtucked the I Jir-
{rase fuctorr ob Jfogsen scoring rmanys hits while arobther saxll forawtion
abbuchicd Jostoel: with voor resulls, .t futow 106 Lilerabors uropred
270,88 tons vith fair resulbs. Lnere was o concentrutlion on the «ir-
erurt insbullilions between the two olrfields and okhotos showed usny
Tires burninz,. 74 Cn the various pheses of this operavion, a total of
31 bombers and 10 fi<hters were lost anu cobined firhter aad boiker
clulas come to 63-15-32, 75
Ca 10 Lwld znother blow was delivered aruinst the dwindling

reserve gtrentth of the lnltwilfe. . force of 426 B=17's and 243 E~R4's
was  dispobehed to wbback CG.F Lir bases wnd centers of production wnd
rer.ir in Felgium and Irence. In coordineticn wdth the muin operction,
one co bat wine of Liberslors atboc’ed o milibury instillsbion in the
7.5 de Saluls wrea whlle two orouns of #~33 fishter-bo lrers ubiached
tiio French wirdrcmes. .4o.ther interfered with atlzciis on four pri-

noriec, bub ull othor objectives vere hit. The :ltaicks ou the zirer it
rec.dr cenlers ul Srussels .nu fournes vere ourbtlculwarly succssslul.
Lirdrowes wnd Lielus were veheu b Wors, =leorcelr, Lolde o,
de.urontesur-Lise, Floremnss/vuzsine, Dlest/lehuifen, (rleuns/bricy,
T Somareatin.®  Tre enginy 00081100 heo Very weul, sugcestios

thot bhe Lurbweffe wes wob prerurcd to cooilt ileele ln foree to the

- -
. —y L o
defense of nortiixcst “orope. m .
) SR 7 Saataay
AN .

P S L ] [ -
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Toe favordble wewther conditicas whileh wor. itted these operutions
way rove lnfluecced (enerud Sreab® to schedude a rodified Forn of
orvrution ..:00 2 1 whleh had been so successfully cearried out during
20-25 Fevrucry. b any robe, on 1l wnrdl he girnoled Zuller viu the
Zedline oo wemlcution sysiem st the weubher loolied wer, favoruble
for cc¢ bined operitions wna le wdshod the Fifweenll to aitoelr Jjic.en

Veusbudb, Flechumend, and Fad voslan vidle Llelirlth Jbiucied
Sehweinfurt, Tatow, Tuilckauw, Lelpziv, wund H.'.,'.lle.77 Hougver, for reusons
1hich tre not ver,s ele.r, the plin wisabandoned alter several nostrone-
~ents.

Teanwhile, the Jichth coutimmed ibs 1. rre-seule assault on the ir-
eroit lawuslry dees within bhe “elch, DMe endiosis coalinmed to be
olaced on the Jocko—.11Y olints, in eon urdson wilh e.rlier eflforts
which L.ai beea dircetea Lewrely wriinst trie ezsepscloidiit co o dexes.

Cn the 3th, o« bir Jdssiun s pluonsd o cinst cin =190 cnu duiers
GEe Ay plents rur ia bhe Interior of Cemixny. e T.ebics were
sbroarl, re.ludsceut of Lie ver. suecessiul opor:iion of 20 lebra.ry.
e .uin loree ecogosed of ble 24 fivision wes to groceszd slon~ the
well=tr.velod Tuider Zeellover-lerlin ronte to {Sohersleben ornd
*ernbur., «nd iz to be followsd b the lab Division en route to Jottbus
d Joran. b obhe o bive, Wn unlceorted divoersiouse foree ide un
of the 2d JHwicicn s Lo mrosecd over Lhe Posllk iza Lo ;—casen.r‘?‘i3

Urlortun telr, tle Cer n. ceew@d o0 Fuve solved tlls aorhilenlar
Torn of wilae'.. The ogen Torcely courss Wis aceuratel: wredicted

v

raoa e oubant ol it v nboreenbed over the [ lLic oo B L forec

.

a6f buio= nald gin-le-encire Ui -bberc ubich 1lew direstly frow bie Serliu

cmparmIt, § - - i
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S IL ror 2, olobodr Sloherm Iaod Cares. ir recisbounes in deleroe
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or Tiv.d Horeen o] Qerooor poser iz] oLill velns - coarbepsd, oo

+

Cah e VLGS L Rl dopleon sor Ble 1ok, bl tle siice
cluarca bus Yollovin: 4oy wews W 60oT wlen w3 ocogsible. Tio Lirvets
vere the Terica bulm-encioe Piobler conwers & u sbure, Locileld,
Jd clersdlfTet oden, wod Lie wll-be o rins foeborr WL Jshicinvurt sildek
bed been parbldly roe dred sines the L.sb thiec. L Lle TINL Jovweir
DO e ML WILLECr Wod Sl W Operubiod v o floun oosentlolly
Lo plormed, wibh Uhe Lol Livisica Iewwln  Lwo others undtil the . ooclle
LAVET el oBuCLew, Tiw: B lot cxabinued on vo Joaddururd od bie
cbler T turacd coull to W siary .wa tic otier chjcoblives, Te lst
Uivision recelived o1 ouh Lis coblve crne Cbbec... B

e Jertun Iicptors wess bled in bthe Juvincourt-lei e are. weil

£

Lo tle soubh of tivc forweloss wod oub of rugou ol oy Cerlcun C3CIros
rovin:, bt oL Lo bosiwrs. LIter wocerbly tlo; nrocecdod aorth,
recsivi » rolnforec.ools Frod buwoes in lelwiuwn wod ol coubhorn T ether-

lads. o bide Llo Lie ooy Ticblers sore ovor 07 stronr, «ad <dith

tlis forda.vle eoneurtr.tion 1l o an _-ed the borbers or the lst

.

£

Livicion Just porth ol irisr. b tLis tiie, lhe enbire fi-lier escord
of the Wyislon ecioiobed of 40 ~=LF's. .3 thizs lierce codv.b brole
wr, bl ror tlloas co ¢ libo ibe Jronbiwvrt awe. sierc czoblor 100

“thers weee Lo wlineg oove of V2 ULhboers Fod dlom

@

o

sl lo-o, lne f
L0 Ales fre . eceoobe bouos Lo bl parb dn ol snoomerant, g ten
vhe butlle i ,olned ne.r orthelo, the, threw Lie selves entiusi-
sohbleally inbo the the melec. Tie caddl ilores or =478 Was inude uale

to gele.d thoe doranbliows wod o goite or-tnelr-best alforts, 11 worders
- L

X g‘r:‘!"a\}

i G A
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wenb doit wb bhis coinb befors Lie enesy Llonbir osswulbs. I tids Live
Blio Gul 8L wiva Wal £5.Chuu thu bif Do 8L W20 wropoed; srorbly siter-
werds & Cores of Lishos 6 tndel lae e on Whoad Lo elear 2J 4i liers
fros siedersucl srea rejoined Lhe lhundorbolts, wnu the engsy il-hlers
retived. Jron vhis point buelr to i dand, the lel Division uls uaopposed.
Vor t.ers Lle obher tho tusi. rorees urriousl; engared by Lle enery. Ulbher
ke hied esccontroted 11 biz 2fforts on Lie lsl Oivision, or . rald by
the Yifveeabn in tie Ladurest asrou Lod dean the Luftualie «ary from
venllers DTy e 5
The ©o bin- wio, on bhe wlole, successyrul. Scoiselafart wus struck
Yy 243 lons hdch covered noot of tie lurslflscier wlaab. Fhotos shoucd
thal the snlire wesbk ieat of Jorix I i severelr d.¢.ed. 1t erk IT,
blree alreed LS on o Lo §esue Dl end oachdne clop vicre seen, al-
teousl: .. ole wid dLbris reue cdbserv.tlor dirficuli.®® the Lechield
wirdeo @, believed to be o tesling field for "e-2lU0's _xdd exverd-enbal
cirersft or the .sesscrscrsilb olont ab Lursoury, received 24..u tons of
G wanc o WALl results that swre belicved to be rucd. (loerofuilerhioten,
ar Losortont Luctory wed dirfield lfor tie Do-217, i gossibly for the
Ie=}10, was to bed by 60 Liberstors with felr resulvs. Iue Leaviest
o lowa tell on lhe dircralt faclory ot wuzsburs where 207 L-17's
dronged AL lene. Fits vere seen oh sablsserbly ilecidne snols, &
tover nouse, und a filicub bunzur. Tiere were incendizry strines on
tyo round hanrars wnd rochine wnd oress shons, The presl voluue of
e vide furtter assesstent incossible. The cost of this opsr.ticn
o
was 81 borbers. Tolll cluims weiinct the enamy ore 12.!5.—2.*.;—59.‘:'7

nlle tie Listth vus curryine cut (iese inbtensive zeticns vrwinst
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tre fer-a. _lreraft industry, forther south the Fifteenth vis rilting
its oo bribiicn %o the coe end. (2 9 oril a roaificlion of
Leeretion.l Instrustion "o, 12 was sent to the Jifbeenth. 1Liz new
order sussendeda the Dun Jeculosepyar nlunt near Ludapest and the
Stuttrurt bull-peuring fuctory; scie ciwnres were ulso m.de in the
secondary bur-ecs oy uvluacin: btlhe Turin .eritalic roctory st the heau
of the list una rexdjustins sc.e of the low-runiting ob,jectives.aa

The destruction or [ essersciribit produstion obill reauined o« prive

duby of tle Falbeenbh, wud o 12 wirdl adssions were scheduled wr.diast
Iluportant centers that vere still preswsed to be in production. The
irportant fiseruwwend Turtt fucbory sies atbucled by 172 2-17'c uronning
L23 tons of OF berbs wnd AZ.h tons of incendiuries, In soite of in-
tensc Tlal:, direct hits iwere mege on three co.ncnent shogs, wad other
instslliations sufiered dzrave. (ne bowler 1us ghot down by untisnir-
eroft. Unfortun tely, & cert-in wmercentare ol the borbs fell in the
resiverticl - roa of Vienmu, nother tosh Yoree of 134 B-2L's was sent

to Llerer reustadit whore o secitered tut hewvyr concentration was achieved
over sbout helf the tarset aresn. Trere were direct Lits on michine and
loceriobive shorg us iell us cn sawe ol the vorcshons. Zetween L0 ind

50 eneay placec Giue stbaclis Prem a1l untles on tlis tash force., The
Pad Teel-w clrversit 2sse.oly nl.nl wis tle bturcet for 14O boubers of

the 3UAtL | Ing. .. very Lewv, corzentrabion inrlicted severe dwsure

on NELTWrS o borrachs neuwr the lorain; fleld. Yee fleld ilsell vas
well covered, wrd of Lie lar e nuwoee of plunce sresent vhen the

attlcl, occurred, 1t uue estiuzetea lun luter evalustioas thol 24 viere

desbroyed, 7 prou=bl, wcsbro &g «ou b Geiu 0. i boloers were lost
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et Lhils tarcet, Tie rinsd rhose of the opzr. tion securred wien 107

liberstors dispateled without escort boried the Z.reb tirdree und

1

morsn 11iac yerds.  The booblng vas £o3d end only one bo Ler vus lost, S

Tre followinm doy wel u blr ong i tle bisbary of the fifteenth's
orerutlons.  Lttucls wmre plumped sodnst o serles of Liortond {olliT-
EL.IY torrets. Uich on bhe mriority list s tle Jirerart vrouustlien
coopdex wb Cyor, Muncurn. Tole ol.ab srig enreced in wroducins Lhe
o109, snd it wns believed trl no less thhan 40 rer omlh were edine
Ire~ Lhe Lsoce-bly foelor: leocuisd wt the Gror adirfield., Tre desbiruc—
tion ol thic slont would reduce to 75 Lhe untire .oathly sroluction
or sinrle~encine Yi-lters bel. »roduced within Lhe r.rve of the
Firteenth ilr Forcs.?’ In addition to this ircort.nt turet, thers
vere olhers tiut aseded ttlenbloa., Trne Dun. car.oaents olunb ob
Ludapest hud keen serlously Go o cd by previous ubboeks, bub b vus
belisved that furtlor deuwlilicn o3 necess.yy. .notler objective
vius bhe Ladurest/rool clefield sidei. was thoacit to Le wsse.doling the
comzonerts Ire. bhe Dumu oluastb. b bhe Sudapsob/Veeses wirlicld
exleasive . odific.tion and repuir fuelllities 1ere ovelluble to ik
G.fe In the oplales of Loe Fidteentli's Losdbing exocrts, "the destruc—
tion ol tie Duns co olex tnd nue Yecses ae ob should redues by two-
Blirds tie toldl current wroduetion of "o-210'g wud o~4101s or the
CILEIT o nyl
‘ o Jestro; tlese i.-ortant sources of C.° rroductlon .xd rer.ir,
the Jifvesnth rmounted cne of iLg lur-est w.esions., Cn 13 .nril so e

=11, ©Lllers oo be bers ore wirborne in o throe-vhuse orersbion,

Je T oor racbory i Jiriield were- wibiocked by 103 (Liine Jortresses
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thob wros ed 325,74 tons with czeeliont resulis. srwgcicadlly (1l ine
sballitions werc hib, wud bhe Lnubnr ileld viis woll cosb-holzd, lldre
gy abrer bl were elalsed w3 dssbro <0 on e rouad. The Gror Lusi:

foree wine Looregsively - dtesied by 27 to 30 fer wm Tiqtters thab

FQ

Laoroucred the rewr Torwbions firing roc.cts un to wilkin 10D rords
3 Lhey owre, Ther tlen broke belowr the bio ters ww.d reiorsed to
ctback tie second veve., The Suduenect/Useses airdrome was boibed by
121 2=2410 thet wroutht considerdile decure to lnstullitions -nd nloyed
havez with the lar-e numter of alrcraft paried on ihne lundin~ ~round.
Tie moin buildin-s 1sre Lib by LLO-lb, b~dbs uhich forsed a heavy cone
cenlirution in tie cealbaest raad o tre rield. OF the 130 direr.dt
rressat, (9 vere believed durmnred or udostroyed. 7The Duda~est/Tolol
sirdroae wus similorly boobed with 1isht exrlosives wnd fra-menbublon
boodbs by 1k Jirer.ab., Toacbullatlions sore well covered .nd oboub 44
plures o ble 1icld were believed westrojped. The Dane asoulo eoyar
wirerait rucbory near Judupest vus bodeed by 107 Liverators; the pholos
showied o [ ood distribution ol womus over the lfuoobory, are., und direch
hits un fowr «oseilbly bul."z.uings.gz

The Cer.mn fichibers gul ue a Jood dedense of Lhese irpsorbtant
terets, The Lurbuwaile calloed in <11 tyres of ubluch pluines, und
Te-109'z, -2101s, -lli's, F=193's, and Ju~3its vere si-ibed. .11 tine
formublo.s raa inbo oprositlion, tut the lust unit over the udagest
urew, Lro 304tk Lo, had the ozt troubls. WSia-easine plones stared
eut of ronce of the borders! ~uns spd fired rockebs into the lorasticas
thile sinsle-sn-ine {irtters conccnbrioted on stror-lers, crisples, and
Tichibeen borbers and three fi-lders were loit in

sopr.bed unlts,

’
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the dilferent nhosces of the orexabion. The destruction ion~ enelw
rdanes was helvy. Jonservitively, il vis esbluabed th=t b leust 70
mlznes Lud been uestrored on the rround, and richier .nd ko ker .ir
claing vere 42— 3—15.9"“

For the next few duys the riftecitbn coitblnued its wituclis on air=
dro-es «na siailur installubic.s. i the loth, uediuwas-sized lorces
strucs tre irdro es sb lurnu~deverin u Belrpude/iewun, inflicting

. - ) . . . e
506 G ig '@ bub lewvin~ Lie rields still usable.} 5

in the s..C day,
« lurcer force of 103 Forlresces abtaciivd Lhe Belrrode/Ro-czacrsii
aireraft fucbory <5 a secondary tur ol vlea Lhe primary tes found
eoverad by ecloud. 'Tie nain coacontretion did not full on the tarcet
but landsd on the neirlborin~ rexn sirfield; lhere wus one direct hit

96

on tle southcusht purt ol die fuchbory. e swe Fel-rude turzels
were kit moain on Lhe 17th., The ogozarsii faetory wus hit by . small
rorece wilk some success. .e.bher «lmost nreveated the abtlacl: on the
Temun clrdro.ce, bub 2L bobers nmunuted Lo ~et throush .nd drop 7,945
fro—centutien Lo-bs wniel destroyen 4 irpluxes znu set fire to cooe
hancars, .. rodld on the Tiirus oirver.tt Iactory shoved no hdts in tie
tarret wres. Lufortunstely, Lie bo.bs rfell in the resideniirl r~urb
ol Z;el;mde.w fhils pleee of counter-.ir cperations ended on iie

Followine ouy vhen U1 Llve sieess tere scueauled for die Ldine und

Jdello slpdroses.  Zuu westher held soue of the widbs bao, oub L2
93

+

=33t mmssed Lo strafe Udine and & albacked .dello.

Tie i nuth had been Lelu up by goor rlyin’ vewtler, «nd by a

o,

£o5I3A0, mission, wub on 1@ .pril bie Bo Zer Jooaand scheduled wo

owerebion aosdast Lor els in the Corlin srew. Lo ere.gy ousesition

Lt
oA ey e
PV A Y S g e

e e W
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ocourred aurin® the pencbratica or wilhdrwwml, out o suort sharo ikt
occurred ub Liw Lorrel asrew. Jtoosiny Li. ti.e ww place Vith rore
digerininution, Lis c¢ie s suddenly mwrled 100 sin le—enrins £iiters
ab s ror slion whose nedls Led been coporebed Ly leather eonditions
ted wihdel were too selll un to recelve adeansbe Li-hiter orobtection,
Ia vle words or wn officicl revorb, ".his s the avunlore for which
the enewy lLud beern wmitloer. lle saw wod exoloibed it ith split-
second tiring to the tuae of b Ierol 10 Bel77z, Cur Piiders dld
rot even see it 11&91"@1’1.";}?

Toe csuuo cowscrent plont ot dulicnow wves bonbed with very ~ood
resulbs by 121 -2hts, Trually gotisc.ctory were Lre resulls ol the
Luncburs wirdrome, 4o hwwy cotberie feld werous the tar_cl urea
with nuemercus uits on neaurs, rerveliin: wolils, o coil.os-swin-ing
buce, and 4 ruchire~run range. The win cosceubroblon b Cronlenturs/
anahol wirdeose Tell weob of bhe ricla, cub gc. vibs vere ococed on
Lhe lelalicl wops bln odamb, wnd J Ue=l77'c ore belicved destroyed or
dusizred. Wb bhe crunierdurs/Cornandorf wirficld 143 L-17's dropzed
101 tons of G2 boWs wnd 173 tons of Incendiaries, bub no lurse fires
were started nd Lhe (uin inst-lliblons 1see Lol seriously d..i. ed.

.

i rudo rlond Wb TroandorlurT e ralded by o 6oudl feres iilh un—

Y 4

dizelosad reculls, 'nd 12 Forts droved Lo bz on Lis forleber: irarc-e,
seorin ' Lits on thrue redim-sizod baoewrs, Ohe furces involved in the

35 opdl sdsoions Lotaled Z01 Twl7ts cowd 275 T-ZL'z,  Toolor losces

160

-, 1Y - 2 —
cu.e £ 19 lires wd el dg vere Lo - 14=l2,

Jeficlas cnd Ca=120 1-alz oopre tie dlin wvopobs sor bhe aezlb
dur'os o sreiloas (I3 ordid) . Lor e Yoces, T5% cirborns, s sont

o L} 1)
py i

4
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reloribies tiecs Lo dnor bracchzt of v lepor Nennb b conloinr the
frobors A D ezlorsd crd e obrtacs o dund: s mlll & cunl lreion.”
cLlor f210ers were Bio e, Ar Tachaor, sor oiirle-cn e alrce.ds b
Azoorslory, tie ooraler ¢ Jovanlbs L.eborys Wb sulubin, the liekel
“irer.at fucwory b rllorsa {(Gregee), aw tre faclure b Cksrozodfen—

100

LOLCN . o CouvCial oolnl oo i of the L 0Rbas? od Wlrriclds,

eooweiilly, nind curnsyse With re..dir awa celated pumellong. o viow

W, GLYL AN nbor uf foomdls  llslo TEDe teln” Cuavurbud w Wug Tor..ng
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i
.
i 4..,5‘:’('“-“

of tie uweslinin- stale ol tho Lultir_ife cuch insh.llubions wure .uch

147

4

rope Lgorbngt s Lar~els bhim ledors.
o lrwasladc $ho weu ingleuciions iabo .otion, Lie IF o3 e

S0 ieatid rlamed o luree ocoriilon wowlingb bhe Wdrdizlds cxd il lb

frebories b T.d Veulaw, jelniceled, .xad Lderer Densladt on 23 .. rily

I

i owbbeal oo wie dornor Toust L Tord circleld o also schediled.
e 0L 2CLAVEs Lose .won B e osh Lo-arbond sibbin tle rooe of
the silbeenil ir Force, Laliechab 1ic esreci.dl vikil. o hus

bl odubed cub, AL w.s the cealer of iurorb.oil st wevelorenls 3
Wk glree o plan Yor wedor b Ze=017 o6 _Alov in Lol.oed L.d sallen
TLPOUTH, oohivigchabl wus 0oy e sole orcducer of bils bwinesu-ine
rirhter-Lomber, Iotl Jod Tosl.u wad tihe lencr Ueusbudb lord dirficla

housed lorge muvbers of newly wcsso.bled 1e-~lU) rlanes aod ofvesed an

-~y

exsellent Larset lor frocscbatlion bs g, U3
The obbosl wus counbed w.oprodaszbely oo plaaned. o Lobal of 956
sirer.ft were sirborne unl dropped 1,292.5 tons of bo.bs. In the
ueridd bualile thub tesl wluce, the berbers were easuted by 175 to 20
cneriy nlanes. Three fi-hbers avd 13 bovkerc were lost, znd clilis

103

ol 51-lu-3Z sere m.de b the . .ericun lorces. Tree lenor Veuslodb

fictory wao To hmve ogen Jtbocied by 262 1-17'c, bul some woorted .nd
o.4ly 171 roucned Llo Lur-et. The boobin-~ was verys successful. 3Ssvere

detrnog dos lodlieted on o Lurro mochine shos wnd Lhie mein ghos stowed

wr

tn

freslh roof d zoe.  The sl edensioa of Lhe 1 cbors recslved
direct hits in tle cenbter . »d rrob.bl;- reeceived conslderible bl.ist
d—wm@, Iro osgenbly chios sms urobuably sbtruci: directly, for the roof

conb.ired Lor-e lLioles .110 N

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

177

R

R

Wb oZelnochat, alreet nivs twere scored vy 1LU Locters on lie muin
asse bly shos, 4 woriishop, two [lisht hancars, and 50 barracls.
Tad Voslau received o hesvy load of 2ol.75 tone od 5ud-lbe. boabs wid

2,550 x 20-lb, frasuentution ko ws. Laber rhobos show the sirdrerme
id all srineipad ipstaldl.blons kosvily hit, wad Cenerdd Tuining
cheraclerized bhe resulls as "surcrk. !  Tne rost budly daressd
buildinrs included eicht han~ars, soe office bulldings, b.rracks, the
koiler house, znd !V/T biys. Cose 21 wireruft were dun.ed on the
field, .rd e rorthwest hall of the dlrdroce wus completely covered
by 50C~lb, .nd ifrementalion bo::hs.lll

The ord alrdroxe 4l Aener eust.udl mc bonbed by i small foree
of Liverutors dre-in- 3,042 x J0-1lb, fru-menbabtlon Lonbs froa 23,500
feet., . Lotul or 27 plnes vere widely disnersed on lre field .nd
only 10 Ye-1lugts ucre conslidered destroyed, Lo [resh davere to tle

nsbullolions 1i.s visiblestte

Tre next dsy the Trurus wireradfi
fucbory ot Telerdde vins 11t by 50.5 btoans of hih exglosive. (nly
ourtlal coveruce of lue tur et s secured, bubt sv:g bodes fell on
ihe Zesun stoblon aid nershedllinm: ya.rds.llB

w8 WLl drew B0 & cloge, the beo of Folidilills oversvions was
sbecped up, «ud aisglions wowined the 2.7 took pluce aliost duilys (n
23 .oril, the VIII Firhter Co-aard carried oub o ulg tighter swcep
end Cirhber-torber operations wriiast Terrun~held Jrdrores in northe
ern Fr.nce, nelriun, and Germuny. LUire Jrouns of F-38's, ~47's,
5115 were irwvolved in the ralds ard two other [rouns scted us cs-

corts. Tke rields ..biucled vere b I'coenan, L.on, .chuer/Irarsche,

Lonin~en, chievres, Jenain/. rouby, iTours, Sucbe.uduvn, bretimmy,
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le Julot, .nu _ecloo, r, tub

7 ri-hbers vere lost Lo fla:. The nilots clained U1 eneny pl.nes

e ™3
desbroyen .nd 25 uwad.fed a3« result ol the Trouna str.;.fin{;.lu"

b-l

fae TITI fo der 2owiand Look over tle abbeel: on the follovine 4.

.

“hen 75h bobors wra 792 fistbers were sirborne in o dssion wtalast

severdl 0.7 tur-ets, (£ Lhe ilhree divisicas involved, the onl; reul

o nosiblta of the u.r wwvelopcd n~uinst Lho let, which ws ubb.clited
Lrr ore than 100 sin le-cn~ine cichbers in the mrgburpe-lberoiuilen—

v

holen wren. & bhiz coinb 1. Lot Divisicnls bolers wore esusider.uly
grrece oub w0 the lwe croups of escortins Mzl .nes hid lhelr hards
foll, 1n zile of all thelr edforts, 20 Z-17%g were lost tn eaery
wlreraft in Liis rhuse of tie ...ctian.llb‘

Severdd. targeic la the vielnily of sriedrichsihiien iere Jbbtuced
LUy 211 Lelfte. e Lorjest qewrecuilding faelory in Jer.any, the
Ppicdrich.ehaten Lohareuluoril, oo severely dui._cu, nd tie roue wr-
£icld or tie Sornims ouw lex raceived wa cxeellect Lo b cuttern uideh
nFilebed Gane on 1 norsoue tuildins. iue ler sl oagl. fores ol
the civration {120 Liler.tors) 1db Lie rejpalr _ud equipent devot ut
Coblincen ALl 222 tens. Wne bowing wa. curriec oub frod tie re-
1 .lively ediia sliibude of 1.,7¢) bo 19,000 fecl. fGie incendiaries
shorted lar~e fires .o biere were owolosions; three of six lurre
wnmars veceived dirset hils ad two Lanrurs iere wibed oy fire.
Tie Blhreu—rwe Jbiogl on wern frenrofen w.o guile sucesssiul, wl-
bhourh the be 5o of the sesrnu wmve Jell odbslle the Lirret irea.
veverthelose, o mwbo recommelssines Alscion ghouzd that every nwjor

ailaives il now dur coed B9 962 e ree. b lench 12 airor.lb ryried

o [ t
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en bhe Pield 1ere desttored or 8-i.,ed. i urdine, a4 cood mubtern rell
o, the Zirfield where Lh glares vere dua.ed, tub the Lo s odlssed tre
equipsent cegstb wliieh wes one of the objectives. .. Hotil of 40 boubers
o lost in the differcnt chieses of this opercbtion, bubt to courensute
Lor this, tre very: hich eliiwug of 103-26-43 vere riled by Lodser ard
fi-hter crews.llé
(n tke 25th, both the Licil .ad Fifbeenth were scbive. 'he
Mfreenth cowt 11/, T=2h': to olbtoch Lhe Turin Jeribolis fucbory with
CLir suceess, vinile the Sichth schedulsd o serdes of medinn-sized
rilssions .~uinsh Feench cirficlds. The lareest operction vins directed
Lexinsh the Dijon/Lonevie iriield sers 278 tons of GF nd 40.1 tons
ol inecendliry bosbs were drog.ed with -ood results acd only 2 honrurs
left undwnn ed. C(ther rlelus atbucied were ot !wbz/Jrescaby and
lLiwey/Sssey ! The increasin: e.phesis on wirfields in the opera-
tions of both stralesic oir lorces wui due bo w suspecved cheanre in
German croduction methods., It vws now clear bhat the enesyy wus dis-
wersine his vlunes to flelds vhere repalr lucilibies vere imown to
exist, Hovever, it wus suspecbed bthal ot sose of thess flelds, parti-
oulerly those nc.r already destroyud cosembly cenbers, u stwllazount
of asse. bly worl: ricsnt Le teking nluce. A5 w result, wirfields sers
now beinr woleted even more cerefully tor new wchivities thun were
the bir rroduction co :q*a:l.e:;:es..j'l‘iﬁi
. simiticant aisslon Look: ploce on the 26th wien 1v cotbat winss

of tie YILI Duriter Nomimd vere distabched to .bback .irer.it rl.nts

ond Lirfislds in Cerxany. . low cloud cover wrevented visusl boubing

of tie priccries, but five . ~I7 wicrs ttacked ;‘@em{gr;ﬁ tarret
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of rrunswick usiazr &F © “hue 1’.0"50'&-'01‘:]51’1‘,? usceels of the onesre—
tion were e fuchs that 16 was cownlelely unoplosed und thul ror the
firgt {i.e there were no bo.ser loases.llg Jdthough the vwuather was
‘ woor for bo biny it wes not so bzd as to preclude rlyiwns, une thererore
does nat explaln tlre fullure ol Lke G5 bo rize to the defense of
iezorbant Ger.m tc.rgets.l‘qo
The next two Ggvs were aevobed to biacking I'(L.IL tar-ets and
airfields, Cn the 27th, two E-17 ccxbub winms found tleir assimnsd sir-
Tields clowd-coversd; cotssruently Le Gulot znd the Cotend/:iddellierke
sdrfields were bovbed with fair results. .prroxiacbely %00 tons of
framentation, hirk—explosive, und incendizry bombs were drogred.
.nother taslh force of thiree E~17 corb.t winrs successiially hib the
fields b Uoney/Tsser anl Toul/Zroix de !Tetw with 446 tons. The only

-
orzosition in these orer.lions c.me frog £l 1{.1"‘1

The following dur,
clonz witu missions Loelnst instullabloas in tle Fus de Culais, &
forge ol Llo Forlresses went oub wruinst the Lvord oirfield wxd dropmed
a tolal of F1U.7 Lons fro. rediun lbltude wibh vers ~ood resulbs. The
destractioa of hunrtars w.s espiciilly effective wnd li barrcciis re-
ceived ulrect hits.lz'?'
.0y velief thot the axire.sly 1L ul eneny opnosition of the l.st
few duys waa syiwpbortie of Lke early ceath of the Lufluuife ended
chruptly daring bie hewvr abback on Zerlin ol 27 .pril. slthough not
’ e TOLITEL 1. mission, it is worth deseriving in detull becszuse ib
affords an excellent illustr.tiocnol G.F buctics in werense of a vitul
target. The .repiein tosber forces, sove (79 nlutes strems with €33

orotecting fichters, w.aroaxched the Lurreb ulone w Mulder Zee-ilunover

line in three russive forailions led o) Lie 3d Division With the lst
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following, it tre 24 in ihe wagopulsor posibtion of "all-cnd Finrlic, <3

w5 the 34 Division led tle borbers scross llellund, one co hbub wing

Fiy
left the formubicnl 23l coubinued eastvierd on o rowbe of its oum thich

ook it well oubside lhe tirlier escort., Tie enery firbier controller

.

incedictely took nobe of bids error, .ow wien bids win: reuched the

areu wround o-deburs siere tie first ficnber Jtuifeln uere wsse hling,

it as

zounced upon Oy 75 cauny olanes abteciin~ in siovwes of 15 1o 20

wirersIt. In lLs wndelonded conditicon, lle vine wo ub » Trest dis-

v N . . 3
advantore wnd oaleldsr loot 1o boolers .1"1"

Tkanwndle, bthe cokers were streains ceross the Ihmover Lre. vhile

)

the Cerrun fi-hter conlroller Lield wac: hils fi-hiers valiin~ lor the

rower Lonent o strie, Tie Zd wal lsb Jlvisloas tere well escoried

viglon, iideh w.s

il were Jdlowa bo sess wncardlenreu.  Zub the zd Sin

follow i it the rear josiblog, w.s zscorbed only by onc “roup of

(
i

ol o oone | rovg ol s=33's.  Llen bhe division rewchea Jelle, tre
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ol "dCel widobsebio Lo co1wm™ 7 Loandn

bio  onmly, ble JLie o oser Unouolnw Lech JRO ploocn, o Lo o sest of
the effcecive oo ber corbios.™™?

cpoosition Lo ble Jifoesals e Jores g polowln oooalible 13 Lies
bhun B3 wie LA kb, cre 7 Lsilor il iawd e Ededly to e dnlurecsbed

.

Ly LSl Liers e.sed in lorueera Ll cround Ble hicd oo Ble Ldrdllic,
or lesiled in the . L. sarurb-Gr .z wro. ln asiria. Uolotver, conbinued
ol efflesiive wo bin 30 Llos. ficlde recobond; ecnsidor.bly reducs

Lielr eddootivenoss,  oarine gril, tio JAirtecnlh losl 194 ko dors,

Juch ab Lo crd of ordil and die vegimmins of ., a llorouri cc-
syl ol burrobs _rd rriorilics ozsourpred for toll sbr.le-~ie uiv
roress, l.aay of the objecllves illich ked lon* boen Lu<dli r Lo ths
Ailobs crd bo burdicrs of tle 7 7o en Jo srnd tece sugended. ln

oulh wireoar, e Lelorivs wad  airfields ..b o ohary, Lechileld u,,

leirbein, 2.bBoren,” & encburc/tcerteaacline, o -onsbur, Jlrusonin- s
~pdinn gy aGa Landsour ere ro.cved rre . bhe prlorii; List. Jtill
«ohive tur_cbe were waoe raeilibles oL lewdeoer: .oa . ondeh/oel., ond

131 I

tiw s ly (Le=kdU) d coa cnent (Jo-27) center wu |ensuuing,
the Lteyr-tisaas «ren, Lie rellowin turjels, long Jawus in the s
of the Tl 5% 08P Joiwatdy w0 bava aPoe The wobive lilt: Lilichusond,
Jeweehal, Jod Voolouw, Juneiedd, ond Bhe Stopr  olelacerwerie., e
erite I wnd IT at Llecor Vevslodb, Lhe wlrdroies Wb Dnchondorf,

“ollersdori, sd «.olrotins .eve sbill onoen for ubbtiuc., 4s nell w

tle texbile +ills oo D ewezivel vu, . olloeadorl, Duecleisuory wnd Josl.u.

4 oeeadly wall e ded by ile Ji-bth le copee
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Lso kert on the list were jteyr-izno.r-ucha, .o e-109 co monent

rlant . L I larsafurt, ond tie Oraz/Tulerkof ..:i.xn:lrr.:s.;:e.13 2

In northern Itauly, the suseended turrets were tlhe lec~io Imilis
dlrer.rt Iuictery nd bhe boll-beurin~ plonts sb Turin zed Villar
ferosa. TIle "lLechd [uclorry 4b Vurese, the sirdroe ot Tilun, wid the
Turin .eritalli. foclbory could still be ubbacled. | iscellanecus btupr-
~ets db crusov,Rureiberz, oluleron (Creece), Loloasni (Greece), wnd
Jhneey (Frenece) were kept open.l?’3

In Lhe zudlian crew, the suspensiecas were fewer, belns confined
0 the Zorozursiti plont al Zeaun (Tucosluvia) and the wararin ..a:;on
oriig b Gvor, 411l the obher Taliten 1Al ToLGIL terrets were to be
attac};ed.li’z* Jor the 3Jiruth .Jdr Jorce, importunt tarzets still re-
rvinine were at Sorau, Tutouw, Ternbury, Jottbus, .rnd Iireisin;j.ls >

Fasic priorities ror koth ~dr forees ere readlusted om o i,
It will be reculled thut lzbe in lureh co cuestions f.d tecen rezised
coccernine tie bebine of tarcebs in southeactern Lurope -nd blelr
relshlon to the S JIUIBL LT procrum. 16 was now deflaibely stuted
thot §WX (3100 hud criority over tlheoe tar-ets, exce;b when weather
nrevented whbbucls on FULULILLL objectives.136 For tle Tiiteenth,
the ob cebives were: (1) to svroort the lad babtle in Italy, (2)
SCIEESL 4, (3) rail co mmcicetions in soubhera Friuce, cnd (L) tur-

137

~gbs lu the Culllns. IL was Turther stubted thi in soutlesstern

_uroze, conmmic.llicns were Lle priorilty objectives; however, wien

tucticul consluerJbions were Lorwsownt, the rifteerth o withorized

133

to co bine wbbic.os on oil relinerive with cosmunicablons, Tie

Sirnbh was still zuthorized to consider . IUTiL.ui. ue muber one

Lq“*i“inrr-n-p‘i .
S ot ! 1y n P

TEe e ST an s AL

-5 =1 1 ;lt',!"\ §
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oriority, but seccnd place weat to rolilu.y centers ln cecuplied countries,
svd blird waz assisned to zicdre ‘s in Ter.un-held territory. 129

Coperations in rorbinieet Turcre vere llinered by bad eutlor dariac
the first weck in Iny. The 2i-Uth somb w sull fores uruinsl the Joix,
Tonbdidier, wnd Roye/ .oy cdrfields or 1 oy bub little wus scecrplished.
. bir sdssion ..z sekeduled for the 4bh wnd vis webuslly uirborne, bub
Leavy elouas causea ¢ reewll ol ble bombers., Jives so e of tle leuiin-
Poristious 1 dready rewched the Tibeh ocust, 43 0-17'c dropred thelr
bodoes on the Ler en/ M.y drsield. The resulbs wors rrobbly oou,
«o hewvy blach snole wrose from i Lurset, ‘lrore sere no bosver ¢l.is
or loszes Y

Tie Suibeenbl soub o czerdbion wrlinel Jivdro.we on Lhe Oth.
» lurpe Torce wue cond .inot unuandlia tor_ets anu lol Yortreszses of
the 56h .ip - were detailed bo rosb bl orosov sirerait fuctory cnd
airdreie. oo .e 205 tons of 500-1b. Gw bomb- veps deomed «long vith

-

2ho55 tous of Ir.weabubion boilbs. foe rosulls were foou.  The frors
covered e cirdic @ cnd leodine wrew, wnd ble hith exlogives luaued
0a Fome L LTS, buo s orislops wid Lo Lwln sdeinislrublon billdings.
R, . . . R A 1
mile Lirer . Ph e Ble Deld vere aesbroved —od four tere duwasoed.
LTher cwvor.l dssions w-sduel AL tar-obs, olties,
ecorvmnic.bion certers, bic oL tth weturasd Lo ecunber--dr bir ehs on
Lg Ghhe .. loPre WIeiGue of C27 woitoers .o Jlesadched to strlle b

1

three rwrsholline rurds Wnd eiobb Jdrclslds in Tricce wdd Deliodur,

TRy YR =y

7 e emeeh deii ibien of .ol TE I 43 never el aply estublisled in

current usare, o whbies irdroves swere ofusidered oot of it, .2
sz otires the uire sluced lu . correle eube~ory, thvicusly, shiscls
thern were . ard of tle sr o .lust bhe Jufln‘.u.te.
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Do

ere v ver; little erewy oyrositicn, for it Lo e.rcd thut the
Turtns sptlels bed . deep resclr Liun fre g0 fordid.Lle o wrruy ond
were consenbrobin: fortler inloue. oull ong Tori lLior of bodlers
creruting in Lie vielait, ol .nbuerp eccountered cetive oprositicu;
the rewdinder were seochbicddly mchiden_cd. e Lirdroaes borbed
wnd the meler ol plues Jtiseitios were s follows: 3t. rroad (110) s
Florennes (106}, St. Dimler (74}, Thiocaville (54), <uvincourt (72),
Laon/.thies (127), Luoa/Guuvron (124), and Lills/Vendevills (19 as
4 secondery)e Lobinr results werc corsidered uaifor iy _;ood.lkg

£n the 13th, the Zirhth slumed o lerze wdsslon arapinst Cerwun
airer.it prodveiion ob Lhie exbrese linits or the bo-ters'! radius of
ozzemtian.' btass were seledoled usainst the 70 »lomls it Ireisier
ord Josen L jolaud, and orainst the dirfield wnd wlrpurl: &b Tubow,
ferm.ny. Unrorbunutely, ismather seriously intericred with the boabing,
Yre overcust LU Prelsing cuad .ocen rreveated bohln ', ond the hoibers
tosioned Lo these oblceblves cliuct od turpels of or-ortunity. (nly b
Jutow wus tre bLorbin: c.rried out .s nlanred; herce 220 2-24's veilche
Lle ureu wrd e ked Lith Puirly ood soccess on the esstern warl of
the ricld. _hnly 12 Lo .ers wore logt in bleoce deel. porebr tilons wnd

total clal:s wore 02-5—16.11*3

LIrflelds were stlll hilsh on the rrlorities of the Fiftesutih.
Hoesnzs and .2r0do uudlia airare £5 ers wbiocaud on L4 .y by 124
wnd 75 hewvy be ers respecbively wnile Lo P-53's strofed the cip
bioes b .viano, Tillaorba, wrd Jivolta. I boskins wus satisicctory

,

Lhe viclters el.dned 19 erery Siver.fv wmre deshroyed on the

i,

~paund. in the zwve duy, otler firhters of the Mifteentn slrufed
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alriielus .t Ciedl, Villa Franca, Forll, Jeccio 4 ilia, end cdenu.
L ad venn L&D
- oJorli, severzl honcurs were seb on rire.
Teanwhile a netv ligt of orlorities sms bein~ woried oul ard on
® :
15 'tr, Cewerdd Tucer sernd 1B to Mesersd ’mininq.u"o .8 [irst
ariority, the fellouin~ tor-ebs twre lizbed:

1. o2llersdort uirdrs e 'nd uirpg.rk

2. ree-inther-Jeck: luclorms & dzrersdord
3. Dornier fuctory ol Cherpiaffenhofen

Le u.nich/l'cu?'aiberf‘ alrnarn:

5, Tuoliewine drdroe

6. Veoiows wirdrose

7. ‘urdel/iein alroark

8. bornler wetor; ab euwublng:

9. Oren/Tederiol airdroce

The secondary wriorit: coutlined bhe follovin: cblec Lives:l""?

1. Ipdips Lirdree nd ark
2+ Luooors alrdrone
3. ller o lleberrins Cfuecloy; ab Turermore
L, .....tpm.l.on oi the Jlensr Leusbeub co.ule;:a. «b Llurenturt
5. Ute,;r-J inler—racn aloab «b Sleyr
6, ilener wcusbuaub extension &b ! eunkirchen
7 iuner Jaastidt ertension ot robbendorf
&, Llooer e aﬂl:.nu‘.t gxlensioa «b orelchsdori
9. Llurer | sustoubt exbension ob Yoslm
10, Steyr-Dai der-Tuch rlumb b Grag/leudorli

148
The third orilority declt with cirdrowes -nd listed the rollowdine: 45

1. Zeun 2. Viennu/Tulln

2. Lrusov 9. {orschinz

3. I.: e arms e DL lou ; e:LS

Le Lloeniurd 11, leuber:

5e 7 crhersdort 12. loerminsen

6, Towol wirdre & wnd sssesbly 13, hulowdii (Treece)

7. Vierma/ ssern 1L, fyor

Tre Lusb 1o durs In Tur vies o bransiblon -erled: TOXGIEL 2T s
. elvin~ gy bo (TIILOD, s Ll blee Yor lnweslon Wrew ne.r, every

eifort woo  sde bo lnore.se Lho vressure on e arvw ffe. Toth the

e Tor or o1n3C ib o uoasr Ui Liseplive neceseily ol oashin: e

o

Siath erd firteunbi were cxvre ely .cbive aj.ingh wlirdroses, cogselolly
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rields Do dedeh oho 500, 4Lt Loanzu ccunberabbosss on bhe arlo-
cerie.n Loadine lorezs,

CroLJ oy, hhe Ziiubh led off will ottachs <n tuo Jrench wdrddelus
L Of. wirerib rou.air coaber.  Ledes/Caupimn ne wis slbocked vy wb
Liber.tors wwith very pood resulus,’ Zeverdl alrect idits iwere scored

on Lonrors cad Ble st side o bie lucdin: wrew.  wrly wirdield re-

[

codived 29 lons frou 0 T=171s tnd a ool coveru’e ol the burset
resulted, Fouar loda coivbs uere (osi_oed b the Villzeoublsyr wir-
eruit fueilities und all wwere hiib., Iurste blaninvteu tle ““orsane

Caulnier zsse bl worls wrno there tere Lits om 10 rficlory builainrs,

(1)

¢m 7O burshs fell in tle Loy oo borracos wre. at bie vest

fui

corner ou she rdunt. mobler lirre ~rous of Lo Dz Lell cn tie lord
cirer-riL worlis ozusin-~ ccnoldsrablo <:i_;':i-"e.l‘""‘7

{ro LLe 224, = ver: Lare Yoree ol 1,045 Lsuv, bo bers w=oeorted
by 1,148 I'd Lberc were Jdicp.teled to Bbiel sl dlic rerds on
Ldruroas fn Uronge.  W6C ¢ odr o, esitica vun oreetie 1 ndl, bot
tle weltlsr Llde Wy ror Lhe Lol of fur o eliwits, toly 715 Lo Loips
vere ol to wll.e, & romnd Luze reracfed Larrob fncabidie lion
uaoerb.ine ..o w rezull, bLie ccrbin v.rivd Iro. poor ©0 J0Su. (G
Liclictus shtacosd were oo .OUrfes, .vord, wrlecns/Iriey, Sicbs.uaun,
Jaen/Curgiouet, ond Jbe ses/.Couesie,  arobubly bhe wost succussral
Shath Vol w ok bl WPloeane/.ele,s Uield vlere 371 Leaw or G dhd

M )

et boar ol iutcadi.r; Lo e tere wro.ed fro . relobiveln  wdiur

= >

Litudes.  woodblon duaics, iuelin olbe, clzraestd Lru s, bad

150
P ors wers WAL Bibe™
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v 2

fomh dnr o Lree Jueel nes dderobebed o lowlin, bnvin bien

k3
L]

i‘!‘ ‘l’! iy v

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

F N . o oma’ ewm J
o . - i L DU . o - P T e . ar
receded o blciis vl LapellT L nor flee VIR oo 1AL A1y
ni - a - P [ . - - - % A
USSR SN S L U X AW P} [ 2 A A TREIRN « SX T RN SR VR § 3 G STy o

- o " o N . - LY - s -
eonobiGy LU0 e & 0 Lo n, Loo =TS XD, ko el BIaS, o d
. foa b T3 ; e n < T * ‘lfﬂll
bl et T Il LT Suu B ww by Dol Tl Sl
. F— . 1 . . - - . . ) "R I .
Gle 6l il wal | WFEET Bl See, Dol Blu LooiDean AOVL SLOG O

1

L - " R ’ P - Yoo 2. - [ - T e
18 JaBarfab, bl sldCelilo ol Lo TARGELS T anh il Ll il el nBlD

- Sty P 4o a3 ‘.
D e it PILAD e w A WEIILLD e w —f BT Jaer o Lkaew bl JBPD LLr-
< g S i - = - - . . H 1 -,
Ule i e ol e Pk DIt L wnnfe . awid I=LLRL fa o tow PIULJY W w -
I T R I . o e Y ., [ =
LACL. TTAD, JROT LT Sy w4 sl doal D LITLET wiasr el beluw oLiB0
v ™ -.L - neya s RS ' 0 e - ]
. Lol tlde o wn dadan u‘ TN ¥ L Y GRPR W aberx o VR PR M K V01 VPTG L URUR o O SR i o+ ig Nl ) 2
P R A o - e SR e - . [ wresl
S P O O P L S 12T N P r A o S Vel Wk BT A0LCS
- L3 . ' - . i T - - e T R S
S0 e L0 Liw 2 Jow Dol L Grd Beewesd L3oe ono Bl oL of o sebunddy .
3 I3 - i

CMLITLnUGEY ad LI ol lselve Tur MLb o=Bh's, b only 3 hit olo

- » . Y -~ - . * LA a
QLT Bt Wikl roop rooalen; Lo b ooud s Teez/abldleler Ardec o
* b

. T A = ] . [, LI - o T . L3S

1L, waliucsdowed pusulbae 'L sl oaf ckoriy; wllorsiors Lir-
oy 3 ot [ Yow ™ P . ~ - 1

L o4 A0 LIV e B Mo ualud Ve OL W 1 oo Jesal LD =DM

. s -y . - - v . ‘ FER T e L - = e
T PR 2N S S ATV S S IR VOIS AR 'O S PR S 1) 4 S N NI TR T YT S |
L]

= % . * L , . -u

Lire PRV PR AU, N 0 PV, R S § Loas wbabend® Lo dia, Puw 5

H > . o * ¥ ‘ o o~

(SRR TUUPIRIT - 3] JUTT: S G JS U VRN WU ON A AR Y R SR ) lasberis e

- .3 - H 1y - EF R Y - - = 4 *

ol O e oS DT ate sLIUA SLVIE ae DA cocin logon _vbeaded

- ' H 1 - N . + ' R— o
ot o ow Jhebas lobos. s Ly e oo Lol x 3horr b

- - - , .
PR ST TRl o WL AR N TULUE & ST S W R R VRS /% P R OV § TR A W

- . ) . . .- . e
. e WD e Ted B AYLW L el WL LG L] aad TLOatvia T P L
‘; - .
§ -y - Fw o - g S x * —— == - - . 1
kol of nooe ernliv; e obbodned o len Dieoed B osoulo.no that
v
I:
00 Dh el e el &0L5 DIWRL D4 bl Lo Tua v
- . \ . . e .
LSVEAE 113, taheent o 1 20 Laril oLoen Leo plets Lo, Viollld

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

e e T . C e ” .\ b oo S ey a e
[PE SV - La 5 SOOI Bt K L R SR o AL Y o S TR R ] Lo 3o 4% SO S PRI PR P
[ P . s o . (SR S| - I .
P LI S e S S 4 [ A PG R + s A 0 A I 4 3 G L L LU 4 2. T 0 AP

oriw b (8 hoe 1 Sear o owd o woonow L300 e sl L L3 st wului To.
PO Y C SO s THCTY T P T Y5 B T Y B A BIR T l,‘_ [71.4 BT S DI N L0 - B R | Bl ain
1ol veipl eupd . T m o T U T T W 4

LU Wi <yl ues Tresnst. . D B R P AT _LE
regtdows Bl o g ol L o vl Whels L W B =0 tn Ta g elptee
blow e wadre Lowing Lo otbe s . (R Y 3 I SRR I . U S A

- .
[EReTe I

il Ldichd, v oo L. anld

I ar? Gl alavie o0 nloen oir

Libbins woer ol a0 s Ll A sesil Lol o L

15 . - _—
55 LVl a0 Sd SaZibl=DiWe pas BT RO LOPS LI

Bros £3ola .00 1L 1.

Swab olUb G w © 276l . it B Lronch wileare 35, wubasclier/

SPOJOT sl e il Wy Zukels DONG WLLL WO 004 Tosdlul.  dnloiwin

nsbudloblons Sucy b It W10, § SPellUle s, | 2000 Lol ng 1ers, 4ddn-

@

istrotion bardulie S, . 2057 el 20t Cozilitie

Verm WAl i, Goa

Lo BOPLLL LoD ligoat T POULAL LYo PUIL WY Lelw WOAl oruborsd,

I I <!

uZ CTOVEI8L AP L, uwideh hid toen Lo Lod durlat vie criticld durs

of the amlo veathbeuy, 220 JA20 JBlasied durlo” the rolu on “ndnellisr,

Jhrike rhotos rovn.tod alivech Llkus Lzt wre, O Libc oo tie

recair slo o, & Libs wnu L ner LAdsces oa Lo

Lanaly  LnCl, wne Te=2h Dalled Lo

o BHG noIbiorLGL

154

ol Lhe eiws?s

reburn Iro. thic sdioosdicn.

vie Actih L Cores cooclindod e tonlhts oour Licre b five

Lre crdeus  izslious {(27=44 ' ) w-.insh for noolesr.art, oid, rd

Lr r oru bVADn Lo b, ar Lleor A0 b EG wele RFWIDAC An e oh

- .3 4 +

orer Lloy - Blu Lol . : cw Lhe

cil

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

W

J"\_«p\,‘l_ﬁ,, L“l I ||,_| ~

o e R 4]

- A

Ll 0Ciia WE &HECCd0U wue Ii.0u ob™ 7 Cui, <lbhonh Bler: .o Lot tie
28 ConCeatr.LIon G oIl ek e tor else wn A7 Lo, roreus botuadiar
Syl woaoers were discobeteu B0 wortlnost poaed wa Lo wwalhiliona to
boe certeln Lur oo Loicly ecmaccbou vith rull cocawde. bl nw.
loucwer, tuo o LAl tao. forees wlbbtieed cero-za~iere oaloaba. e
Jwio ($here) rero-zns Lie 2l.at ub Ltrasboury has Liv by 53 Jorbresse
dikh cecu resuity, o the encine Sactorys b sionr neor Tets s
Lombeu by 49 Litcr tors with results thit sers cebl wled oo rddir bo
;;ood.l57 ToLeo .y ol oserste 7.0 ooposition, liretoon noowr
Lordwrs vare shiot doin 2d 7 Lichbers were losl, Jl.lew ominslt bhe
wocmy Lesbified to tle lomess of Lhe delense, belnr only 36-4—13.153
Tz ramb dar Lk pressure o tho Deleh o Lierensed whsn 1,027
Loav, Lo bers woent onb -llrol oll rovinerlos, sdreralt woris, .l u
LAlitarr Gevob in conkrld fer sayy. The wbbac’t ro e by Lwo bash:

foreus: one, 3 ic

.

1 opened oo babble, nde s divercico.ry” rald souti~
wast bu Jluely va thon turnod norbh. Lo we b Jolo re 2l wibhaeer,
Fhe @00, s nob Jeecelved b Luls lirast .wd wroceeded o concertr.ie
550 glnrle—wnrins waa 59U GWin-oncione oL Llers in toc .. Gouur* wrea Lo
G LOEC Bul MW @ win Loreu aach .l PLpddly wporoccidl, Sroa the
sulder see in vie diveetlon ox JAbtin en. wa reeida  tids jolun, ths
forr=olons sefwr-bed Lo Lo b thelr v.rlous tue ebls, fnw ab vhic sonent
the Cer.ex ri-nber controller tlwew lis hewwy concentrution al the
tail of ilie lst Oivision wad Bhe lewain: romutions of the 2d. =y
concenbratio® hic foress, the eneqy was “tle to ceideve w tesuorayy
surcriority which salurcted the ririter celunse ond broutht Jowm 13

voucers. IThe resh of Ll - ~oged fron

E8

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

193

L]
v et

N U] H
[ T S -ﬂﬂtﬂr’qﬁ.sﬁ-

1 . - . ! . .
59 Yest of the batbine effowt wis not directed .7_inst the

the Jir.
Cor-a Wirer o1 Indastrry hodever, ¢wll rorces raided o Juniers wip-
cruft wzoctily wnd sn~ice voroo ot Dess.n and alrfields ot Trordls/
Felemz .o Mobensuchsen. oin~ $o tle lutorference off Lure, mwke,
<14 cloua, o resulbs Jore reacr.dly poor.léo Togges In the whole

orer.eion wouwded Lo 32 by ters cad 1L fi-hbers. .lthou~h the

Infewaeile olfered severe opjositlon in culy oae vhise of the en~are-
stenth, Lle Loblle woo rieres zrod toiny Germun pliodies tioce slobt down.
fotal elaire o wiusl the eney caue Lo u»}-Bl-BE-.lél
the ok Lth did vetter arciust the Geroan Jirerlst lnuamstry on
the Zyth. 10 hnured wnd fifby-oce Fortresses wwowve alspatched w-inst
the .e-109 plents of tie rla colglel Lu bie leirzi_/Feitertlich urea,
and lke Ju-I3 wose. bly ot Isisgi+/ ‘ockeu. Tic boibins here wus roted
foir Lo roods .motler foree ol 2737 L~-17's abitiliied . fucilities,
includin~ the components plenbt ubt Posen wed the cssertly lactoriss at
ocottbus, . rgesinkidl, Jnd Zorau. e rosults Wb Lrzesinldl zad Corau
vere cood, Lul the bo Lins b Zottbus . a Fogea e less wocurate.
Tre orrosilion crrmered o be ewriused Ly o double~thrusl zporo_ch with
ore fop.otlon codn™ up over the [ orbh Sou wud srolber aworarently headid
stroickt LJor Porlin. Jonpe~mently, tle Lufbva'le s scubbered ucd its
defonse 1 cefective zb ondy ono woinb. fobzl bodber loszes cuove to
3h vlores ond elud s wralngt fle 7.7 vere 79—1!,;—21.162
Tne Lemmlh asy Wnotner essive Tor.uablon ias disoubelad aslinst
drsiclds aed foclorles, varchallio; poedyg oo TUSLL dnsboll tions
slonmr Lue Srench eossh. 1L tho Locoers rollowed looroximatoely the

™,

gwie rowbe until blhe pulcleZoriim corder sas reuched; then the lst

=z

*‘_!Ct'x Iy Y | ! i)
3

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Divisien conblmicd deew into the Jeleh to uabtucir certoin airer.dt

fuebordes, whlle tie other lor sdic.s fumnad oul Lo ve b "sholiou?

.
DN

moha.  Toe Judlers paeent nlant b Dessaun snis e bed by 79 T-17tc
i Lrtbensive dwond TS euMowd. L noehlne shop, & vorishop, .nd
boven cnrine-testinT beds, .8 well .o officss .nd siorelouses, tere
oo letel:” destroied. Tue Lro [L-A80 oL ab ob Oschersleten, sihich
b been orbern oitccied .xd wro obly roo.dred, received the ubtenticn
ol' 51 B=~17%'z Lr:.& inyliched eniensive ilnjur7. b lexst 10 direet hits
Ters Eeored on 4 1 ove t.ehdne .o Wi other iasb.dlullions iere
daared,  Tee Dlberstoat duniiers Lanl lost ibte Loiler house, suverul
offiee tallauin-s, wd « lurce vorishon. Tue recre.iion cenlor, sbtore-
house, zotor trausyort yard, cautesn, rire statlon, wod wn offlice
bulldin? vers surtlzlly westiroreuw. The logal Jirfield wias utbuched oy
L& tonbers thet vere lble tu cover bie southern Lodl or the lunding
ares with burs’ts.163
Cne of Lhe lurmest tas.: forces of bhe 30 Iy .dission wus menl to
ko the Jirfield s Zobenburs, Six feavy conceatrolions of hi-h ev-
plogives .ia incendlaries uere dronued by 147 T-Z4's in the turzet
ure. JJd the objeclive was blinbieted by bursts. &b the alrlield and
seunline stublon ot Didschenuhrn o rood consenbrotion was secured on
the southerr curb of the field, wod ciwdlar resulls vers uchdeved b
Cldecburs, Tie 0.7 stublons av Dierholz and I'indort tere bobed by
srwll forces wibh sutisizcbor; rz:sutli:.s..j"é"iL a1l the lst Division ram
irbo wrp on_ositicn, wav t'de w.s doubtless Lecause o1 b3 deen rene-
trobion singe the Lulbwofie novw scldo -~ coancerned itself with onor:tions
over Tel_iui, ollind, and roréinest Jrooce. (Gilnn to the ract

b a4 gart of bhe wi

<% six uinutes ._hem_fidqf._}sci.
- e

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

¥,

. - o] - e .
JTi LoLn £oo2 ; 7 7. 3] caoa L eriel Lltbacl

wibh so.e =moscogss., Twelve o Lars ture lood dupinc ibc du, wub Gt

cunslunrahle oot to Ble cner, Lwries Lobor wud FLdler ool s

v
'

Vers L=T='i,
e Jin.d dgsion of the codl e Lrrelr Gevelod bo Lopsh 1liae
TS e Ledd es, Dovever, oAl unibs stracs tle Lienielus ub
Lwmull, Lie ¢, anae Solwe="ijea. o roiu oa i ero-an lse o cbory &
Lolpoy LaG Lu e curiculed boclune ol welther, Ulere wire no cl.ivs or

LR

cadlde the T3 Wlk v Uae o dng ddstory over Lio roollsse

»
i
]
or

Wt aroris, tho slibeusthy e Tindsblin, up ibs ciilens ou Cormuan

mier oroatehbion in scublorn Corony. bLnlite vic L1 el tuctleal

-

erabicons did nol loros Blo J4

,

wesnblh to cowcentrute on Liviter
wiricvo. xe. Tto ourly sbtbocos bod prupently keen effective, for a

cousnrigon of the rlobo recomncissuree of 13 Lnril fith one of 29 lay

hY .

shoved o Tre.l decline in sliecr.rlhb on Ticlds dbidn e Dudacest areu.
(n the Jlorner duie, there wore 127 sintle—en~ine Tictiers, 20 Ue-1l0tz,

wnd 101 TeeRlOts & ludaors, Veesos, Sutesfold, md fefol. nm o EY DLy

) L] .

Lhere nery rrezont b LLes? oo [lelds (wluz lecesieiel wnd O cireslelor-

L)
-

wor) 17 sin-de-en~i ¢ flohbers, wou &) e-ll0ls (od =510%, (1 cresiul
= -]

A

i el neo g Lie Daohk th b tie 730 o recormzise nes shovwe

hey
3

aclivity of any !iwd b bkt Terol slrlield aod Jucto ;’.1‘07

e ot

Gt B} 2By, the Pilbeoabtl ewrried oub o bl oner tiom uhlich

I -y

virbudly - e Lo coan we roce Lo Lho Llener lcugt.dh era L. ihis

bar, ot s wUh.Clud by 104 Lipsrators uro_pda; 2L7.75 Lons with dev-

L bobint erfeci,  foe rhobo e 1o shoiiu Whid Lhe lerowr ol facborr

-
i

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

190

R
&”ED- -

Uren vre oo vilebely by wirerafe vere desbroy

OF duitd &4 I ol Tounu wnd blere s cuusiuer.ble blust aciee. oE
lesst 1V direct hits verc sczn on ol hamicars., louler tosl forece of
120 Liorobure booltea iz LBz ersdory wireralt faclors. o ole naue
the _scess ent of duisre diffieuld, Lut thre: direet hits were locubed
on ble wdn flobors bulldins wad $he sres bebueen fio ouin tudldiug
und ihe Luetory rood s Dlonkoted with bursts. .. bhird tashk force

o2 304 plunes sue disnubehed to the ollersdiorl wivare e, This tor-
gl 7.3 zothered b ThQu35 boas of ulrierest tivos of exoloulves.
Divect hits ccourrcd on five hancars on the corth side _zd ol heamars
o1 Ble south -erimeter, Jorlishions, cborare tmildiams, waministr.tion
olfices, .md h.riw.ells were .11 covercd with bursts., il fires .nd
exnlosions wore evideal in soewer.l nluces. Thed il wio o vited
bar-wt wes evidont rroa ivhe OO0 I‘c&‘..ci..lofﬁ. Jome L

4 Dirtdbers cthersbed

\ 5

to interce 1 Llie Bo bers, a3, wLuilin | this, concautroted on sbr. ~rlers
S0 boabers wounued b, lain, Jive bosbers were zuob dovi b wle oir
Lattle s Lo —ore wwere cdscinsy the ecey lost 18 plunes in tke oir
and 1% on Lle rowd, wecorain: to ehe cludis ol Ll Lorker nd

Figiber erevs. .. tob dl of Lo coubers fuiled to return to bthelr L.ses
Irom o1l these oper,.'slo;xs.lég

)

Phis oruretlon was oo crilective tual b v believed ;ossible

completely 1o elbuinsle tle renudnicy “ewvers ol Lbe “derer :castudt
goslex in one rore opsrution, Tour walbts tere sbill susgosted of
rerfordnr i:orlont Tunchbloas in ! esserschritt rreduclion: these

were Lhe ls drlield wnd JArer Lt rueloryr, the I 2udorfl fuctory,

tke i1olbeadorr smimmin~ -ili, and the Zorsichsdorl curret fuctory.

U TR L |

<d

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

The ‘els ol'rl w3 forerly wu~~ed in the vepuir of bolbsrs, bubt it
Wi belleved 6oL this 1. beon cusrerded for so o L2 & rocormelosunce
or 27 . choued 110 plines veesent of uldeh . Lr e miter tiors OO LN
. S =110%s.  Sric furbler suosioabicbed Ble belicl 1ot lie PR ARt
et el Aa ol ubor wrodusolon of teradir. b nuo lress. Lot Deudoril
Yl &I td An Lhe Lloudaedure oy uirveroat oo doncals wod b e be-
Leveu that, wzecllie.d)s, iwse vere tda s Fugel. el Jor  cesspe
sele bt ploles. Lless wes unccrsbeou Jloul oho cobboadsr? waa
Zurelensacry rweilliies, JJAthouti cle Torvor hed oo rhoinly eceoudved
SG.:¢ ol bim .Lleacr eusiowt digtoroed production. It s now trou ht
that tlose functions wars uo © of tie .ot d-sho dos work e fugsli e

suvseser blin~ foroerly done in er: 1T of ike .lener . eugboal rlink.

1

‘g Lorelehcdor! planl L been ecaverted inlo 2 co gsnent nlat for
fi-hber .irer.ot, clilou~n it was uol clewr vhich evi-onerts ere
telns orouuced, ot Vo olinb s sulbible for «wlin~ ¢ Jl wopd. ad
curryin f b Liw Sulasoe wly ol (iswlu~cs. Tt v.s definitelr cone
sldored _n irsorbunt un.‘:.t.lé“;

Jmtecuently o ed dilid dom o nd riig oniribion on s wer; 1oree
seode ve o mdzed b7 bl Sloosenth o Lol Lhe Gisrapsed co.omend
vlantgs of fre loner Doust e e plem, oaa . fow obisr toircelo. ihe

1

Liesh rele e u o slorbly wreer widid ob om0 L uien 33 ellinctons

vere disepabehiod o Lol o Jooeshimian Lirdec e oL low dilivde. e
. L2 Wl Wiee Well concenbetled Lible ldort strdn 8 oeosS e Uleld

- wen TR Tt N | v TN e e 1'70 T i 1] ' ) o

LOCCLTWIe U Ly GGLnEODLOLL wai EATE S, < L0 BOUDS LATLr SWrise,

sl et deass oo onnoaden Lol RS il Ju o=L71., Weeo . endod W

157 a=2 'L cau 55 /=Gly, fanb e wuioolh e WLCLOPRLS. Wi

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

reecived 17,5 biong ol T i to vons wd Lilendloriss, o4 DL eative

-

- - L . my ! - PR = i g m= wow
LI O Teud SOVCINR wiun LUPShos ATy Wl 2koias o povencod Liler

[
-

LOQUT et Cu B8, PG IOPD L L8 b2 of W7 Liler Lovs, bl e

(%3

Topbuntbely o 3 3 oid .ol L0 inoehe ter ab sron wiad bie alblch

“‘J
Ldob Lo eounled o Juollors. Toblor lust ezeurrad WL obbesdosrd. lare
B Pt ogee oAlTud @ossmeedloni coveras © Lmd oorlellicully il

Sallula-z in L e ol coscdveol aleooh Bidn: or cour L2z ol Wb Deadorsl

Lime U7 L5k 1 .% N3 50 othelnboey udebsuth Llere tesws @7 0 ibo on L

Shedlalo oy, o2t or v o Lo Do doged We tarci. Tle Duounlivreien
Snndv s GAlL o tAb L)L Jrers JB e e 85U n . ZEoine Lo

el WD L ne Lo WD b Pel w3 ell coverod S 700 fedh ol oF

L] - - Ll L] . . -
i el Lowms. 0 ay oa ol L alldin o resulvol uiroch plel or o7 T

AEoet A0 wlt Ll COHluiLr Ui, OF L2 wwg ors 1 e p.ohor. e VRholot

171

wal STPUSL LuVenl bl ol . 0 - Ublll LTLCU.

. . - C e e ]
AL Ll wad vl w7y b & L aldlle TRS GHILLOU ST L Wl s, W0

1

CLLel B suSe  whedowin uwon 2ude Lo Lle sccilpacbicn 00 L0 200T-

17z

ad ki Lot 00 phcnt G LdlTELY CanTLGU i, GLl g wPanB  oPbLLIT

. .« v e . . ,
Bleifabed WD cwde o« B0 LD IeUudilln | JCLOSIT] bl et Ji 3w sl Lo

- 3o S . ' - [ A% . - m .
B e oww WBD1 D et O Lnoellan wee Ltbondiones, Looraeoo

A 1 e -

booeia coosioer vlcos woieaetu LWV KAPRLLR LD cutroe o LD DL s

PE N TR . . s S e L L el ",
Ll 2 Lol | oDluala Do DL W T Ll T [FARTANESD, LLTW e blosdde L b O
N v LS L K I
[CTCTL PR R & & P LT JNUE s LI AL T LLLS20 QFF Lioe L ALOUT the
- . M - [ T I S [P D
Y t..h: Lol R ¥ Lobls "'LI':,-‘JJ L0 LIECLN LD .,.s-‘m.!...ai ST TS dD

. - . . A .. e -, g . . B -
I AL o2 Ly oaries. . Lohth e Treor wubees 15,000 L S00Selvr ol LT

- . f P N

N ..X'"L.'.'LZ. - Fi L S - - oLl -.l:l LS o Qf e 411'1. L O R ]
- - .. N g 4o ey - . - e, - % -

u’;.«l s - L- % Lo A ok s LD D, I LY+ I -SSP & ‘}_ L6 dan. 1

R
T

i

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

a3 - » -
LA L T AT

i

RN TV T I T iei, L ol Lite sl ok P B -
.. . , . . . . e e oy
108174 coielly, tlen wsdees b Cle RAlls lighboeld o bie Fi-cbowes, broihe

1

Lle L&l ul fngod _Lech.dv 820k - Lo

173

Sl ooba ows ouo ol In oule —ate

o il Lub cRlutvdne Lr Jope.

ix..’.'l }_.._JL L.,&

Pl = o
[FCUT U1 AW LY RS VI Tt

-

.
ol . TRl X

Wi Alial Ui Ge e TROLL LU, 4 e Snl DoLfavabs s Lundod 1 8 Sl Lo
[ERPRR N TIEE Mo S S S A T A« X B VbR S I §
. i O . N, b A ea
e = LA O LG llue b I LN
. a - . 4 . 2 2, AR ..
LOTALE i il e sl el 007wt L8 0b, ww bt curllio Bl Lot oo i1
Lo tweenry wno (3) o o Ldlon Tooooseie boLosniunldld oo ALLLIA
. M 1 o - SR R — P - P - - -
oAl B Ll Lha A L0 o IUCY PR e SR W T PURN SRR SO & LI A Lt .l.".'d(”‘ﬁ_“_ 3L -
ST TRT ad e oo Wtru oLirer Ju 23wl oo Wk o3 oooa vy
1o i 2roic 1. drdrste Lo bLAL Rica3. h
L I P i, = - Vit % u - - [ L
ELITANT VLl SOrPLALD 3 L. Do O/ T B PRV S N s o
T b Lbe 0 A L, Ayl wn Lo Al an oo oarerah, -
(LI v I - . [R— . " [
TR 5% T H YORNMN SUR TS DD PR Y ) R U LS ot PR T Mt
KRN DR T U LS A S t & JONE T J B XA L RO M L T PRI
TR T e "L‘!"‘ ¥ LT l s T " o7 1 v [ :r"'r"""l ¢
Lhwidunie Ll blhuloe [ R 1) - O PR B R VX ot I B V)
. A N - “ . . - RN ve = am
I3, ikt e DL 0L el Lons Rl e rrbotolL . L LT, TLL
. vy e - P A L v
Glit 10 i L b ML e W BRS.al LB SeL s Ll walwCulvV., Ll

4 o - = - P , P - T

I‘&ilwl‘ PR TR VI Y t f-’-’---mt‘nlzt:‘:-“j At T.‘u(wu K‘uﬂ.s.SL.L_.C\:é b‘«) Laoo IO L LLUIG
A . - P * I

Lo Tl @d D0t edD wnCoufiosty shon o e we€ 2 31l sl 4,57 In il

fegrers BV Ly wTd bl il thililn SO0 b sl Al et D T IN

[
e LTS

Sl Ol (T it

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

e




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

v e . v gy tomay e . . B
Drmiptieleso, b TL emaclhisu B0 Lot wifi ROt bl

e : i e e e =y s

LY nl e a0u@et.  ALv A7 leo o gxorolled Lo e, ib ccild ool
4 - -~ = - T - ™ £l * P - - -

S 0 ol e aeeliTe POSLO LrOn a0 lP SROIDTE L 1 OTL T Ladd O D Sb

oo ibin ooerrhod e L7 o reer ik ol T rsbecedes ol Lowe LL7Eer

SRR, . TS0 d=do Se o eown DAL an ddetily wocopver Ja Blo oie
rogrm Swenbdon o o oan b e Lorew, Lx dan Selbe of dd) buds 1D otne
Lirdsid vosaileh. me B on Bty bl catunewilon of Ter g L1

dws Zlorl oeee B ou woudn cduer bie dew ool ol rLIas TR SU 7 R o

-

Ly, e Bl Aure pouaeblon awlUyTn L W eSS L wstlel el

b ehe L Air L Anletr Wb A5, el ndftuse Jioupe b rocosdeu sobr tig

s

Ao

Covp-dh we Lilfn Li a0, ol Bl wwdy Tlicb el o Jo ' VUG 2

or et Or Ved sorulad Dulluict LAuer o CLIC LELSCD, .k ib
SOECELLE 07 LofLO) L@ LreioTiet . olhels biBel MHORLILOG, LGles
centel TLow  Blol B, SSdu 2O Ll WTW0 r03ibiv.D ub pres b
CGSTeT, U AT aed 2lneludls  cleobor of thds olww dll Llbe O
o s wriis b doTosh Luen.slon on Lhe pesuits of Lhe dluol on
the Lulb. fie, «.d We reador .0, 10 Lo vlsheo, wor'. ovb o oon

TIPS LD ol MUGLLLKLD .

~

§ o~ i i

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Jnapter VII

. O BRUSICT

Jelore wny swoine up of results cln Lo atleiwmted, the readsr
nceds to recull certadn rroblexs conrccted with the wribin- of this
chudy. ine of the rrineiral difficulbles wus not o rushk o lacl: of
inforcuiion as ibs v riety and diversity. For emmnle, sbatisticsd
laror:ubicn cn bhe bu-b low, number oX plunes dispitehed, number
woubine, Lrd nurkir losh on e.ch miscion ¢.n te found in the unit
nistories, lle Loctleol nission rerorts, ble bosdber cowwmd opera-
tionil narsatlives, il in Ble rllcs of the Clfice ol Jbubistical
Coatrol, keudyuarters, ..r. _aite oxten .11 thess scurces guve
differest sets of rimures for the suas onesalican. Jurihercere, there
uas ofven ulsa~resnins (o Lo the resuli. of « particul-r worbing
iibzsion, So-ovires the overcast prevented cny estimulc wiwtsosver
of lhe dailuwe dmey soawctlros Lhe onobopranhs vere poor becouse sucke
or clouds /ot Iin betweon the lons wnd the taecet. hen excellent
rhotorrant.s were wnllable in cuentity, the inlerpreters disasreed
weone buerselves s bo exachtly whoebt effect oa groduction the destruc-
tion of . ecertiin buildine would huve.

Zven less cortiinby exists in the cuase of Cerin nlznes des—
. troyed by owr formebloas, on the sround or in :ir co<bl. Thot such

eluizes vi~nt Le 1 de in zerfectly rood rz2ith rnd yebt be oomsiderably

exzrrer.ded in Lhe oxelbesont zra chress of bnbble w.s eurly reconizsd
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w0

by the ..7, und zreub oudns tere tealen lo e the officiul reports as
aceurate s gossible. .everbleless, . .ericen coryruers such «s
Cenersl Doolittle udwitied tie wnreliubilety of such xiures ,l and the
Eritish rreguencly cosinluined that ocur esbindtes ol aestrored, vro-
bubly westroyed, urd dw.ared were uch too high.’?‘

Jenmsiderable viplation wlse exisbs in Lhe estinctes of Cercan
plune productica. .Jlthough the LT freguently used tre ..ir Ilnistry
Sstincles in ites plwning, it vz Lelieved thut these mre upl o ke
too conservetive., lowever, when ~2 voriied out its oun eatirutes,

-2 diswrreed with then. .nd lustly, the lecders of ile Cerman alr-
craft industry thewselves Tere onnarently wnesrtain ws to the actuald
pwer of pliges bhey produced. ‘ltlougi, tley veernsd Lo urree on tie
nurber rede durlins bhe peck monbh of 1944, there wos nobt rach unaniaivy
on just what wonth tlhis s, In view oy ihese diflerences of opinion
crd intortion, the followin~ abbemil to swiurize sore of the resialits
of 1he 5. & winst the Lurtwalle zhould be ceen in its true mnd tenbi-
tive wsrecht., 1hesc conclusions are only wrobabilities. ‘the) seenm
rezsonsble on the bosis or tle lnvornulion wvalluble b Bhe exd of
Jwuol 1345, out wetter hnowled e of Lie L.els iy oovilte angy one

of thewd =t socae ruture ti-e.

“iih buis wrelisinury cavedl diswosed ol, 1L secus possible Lo
besin, like Coscurtes, with oxc fundacentel facb., e Lwrbwanile was
not destroyed. .oxrently, in 1943, sone or the lewulu .sierican oir
subhorities were obill honssful thet bhis conld be dene, but by the
szrine of 194k & nzv tore is evidenb. .z polrded cub in tle (revious

chupter, one he.rd glrorine te feron Tichter sirencih
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wnd more WJboul eoonlodn

{ng hl~h-
ranizin  officer o.id aulbe Tronily thet il w.s orob.ily Lrrmossible o
destror it.B
Lot only w5 Lle Infivatle <ble to survive, bub, munsib. tively
wb leust, 1l inereuased, lbhourh the tiieils of 1943 did nob eausc
the . lrer.l'b inuusirr mach duswe €, ohe rulds ol TFebruar:r 1944 oL~ .rently
c.used o drop in grcaucblion tict ruy hove beon fell for Luo nd g
l.li .conths. levertheless, the ene:(” Jwnred 0 curvive Lils ericis
by urawdie, beovily on recerves, sbiri..dng bize bewdindn peolrwi of
Plores, reduein:, tee trudnaing Live to che louest nind ar of hours,
LJd wtove olt oy publilessly corrg los il uisnorsid oloss alrewoy under
1:&:.*.1* werrific dilficultlcs wore euccuulsred: %oovia_ the ladustry
wnecreroimd, nasiac ever; wvailside soel shop, no Subber Lov ©oall,
cvery ~urece bo nroduce puarts, reslaceronb of sorhloers, rovin, ond
roagine the woriers . . « [ Chess] gsre bub o fov of our Corpu.nban
tushe.”  In gpite of L1 tlouse dilfienlbizs, ireduction Lersn to
inereucte .nd LoobL Mo o oabloritics (re da urpeorent Bt ot 1bs
vock il eswe cloze to [,000 o..w_bionud &yTes ln Le fall ol 1‘5*1;1;.6
Uow vioe tlds cossible in vier of the trersrdous el ol of ihe W7
Alzol: e Ter:on crodueticon? The wisrercal of I ocbories, ss indde bed
ove, e undoubbedly o el @ Soetor. Tut there twere obier con-
sider wlons. IF w:e e.n beliove bhe Tore ns, L Lo wossibls LIl Te
croed in eoncLabr. Lins on the irfro.c .use dlivse, Tocweln bolloved
Lhal 1o fotlo hive besn uch 000 ClTsebive 1 We ted Bodsd ool
Saelurors or inadvidsl | o luouwe.d of ble rosewlies, Ll b gllcu

bl Cu3e of the J. .oo0 wl, oL . welencirr.  dhio Llunb e lopcely
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vlaced the u.. orilisados or Wit waP L3h® ata of Lo mdlod. lo

Lo coim.enlon,d Lo stized, "L Loule Lile o Lures. TA LOe Lrelsade
OUE e b Slosl Wao fnapllevcd thaoutnount Cordaal oo roLcll of Jour
uly whbuees ws oub of 211 vwosorticon to ol dae lnflicted on
rreenb veoducoltnie  DreP? 1.s LJuars Lhe cossldliby o disysrse t.e
produciios.  Luly B e oll inuustry s keond e ;;..ir.'lli’
TP tless ez renbs - bl -l=ruwdliin- rilit.er xd elvilion suthori-
thes dn Lhe . eich ouo~esh Blud ). Tarbwflo sieih Lewe Leen oliinabed
roee ~uietl e wie bhorouw ldy s . foeler in Ve v or, 1t tould bo
wall b0 re oder &l L, ws Te. Sevd o oodd, Uofber Lhe tmr io done,
evir.one Lo clever." ual  po wr scluclion of t riobs lor strnle~ic
Corbin~ teue +.o.blex Bhub recelveld the ot inbensive study by both
“pilish ord . sricin cubhoriblis, urd deuctlsss the objeclives wdlbocited
sore clooccr un Bie kuasils ol Lhe best lafor wlion Llun v ildle. lor
showld 16 Lo mootiizd bhot blhe avlo-. sricon oir olffensive wrelast lie
Mep Ln A Joree was toen 1A 1tly in _erlin. ..o o autber of fleb, it
ColiueG lhe ost surious stacorn, wad in the woras ol lujor llentert, .a
opercbions olficsr on the .l Jtuerel obulf In flady, Bd it nol besn
Ehub e were Sihline o desperdabe, sunsticudly deicasive or, our alr-
croft industyy coald Lave navir oveled.e Four bo:;‘s:»injs.“ls

len Gue allouznce is we.de Tor the Lfoot that rodusticn ol Trooun
wiper Jb inerewcsd durint the dddle of 1944, it rmwt ulsd be reerered
thut Lkesc firures sere considersuly less thon the ro.ls tie Usrmig
td set for tiersclves. .ccordin  bo Jr. Tadn, F =LK vrodsebion s
gel WL 2,000 Jor amcl ML, wub by Cerderfser (vhich mwy “crlns

16

coroidered the rew: oabh) ostiut Led only reushed 2,.00 mor month,
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and it 1wy buve been conciderwily less, Yhus irere is liftle doabt

-

that the .CINELLL offunsive held down the excunsion of Lhe dirersft
oroduebion to o - dniwom,
. Loblher erfect of the counber-.ir offunzive s to ere.te » serious &~

nilot shorbere In lhe Inltwurlfe ,17 and this muy cxpledn shy so few of

the wirer it oroduced in 1344 vecule sctually orer_bionul. Veturally,

Lhe tr.dinine provram tes ot ones uffected. Truining of silots, which

had once veen o lour-year .rfair, wizs reduced to 44 air hours by

l‘)hh.“; The provine mimber ol poorly truined, inexperienced pilots Jlso

reucted uoainst tue increuse of oseraliondd plunes, .nd Or. Tark es-

tlaubed Luab 25 per cent of alreralf viasctase vias cuused by erwshtes on

lendines una other wsecidents which could be attricuted Lo pilot er:'rcx*.lg
The corplete failure of the Lurtwaffe to stos the .llied londings

on the loriundy beaches seerss to huve resulted fron & cobinabion of

some of tne fuctors discussed earlier in this chapter. .ccordin~ to

the hirhest Zeryun :ources,lg the Ootentin peninsuls ond the vesl bay

of the Jeire lizd lon~ beer cuscested us vossible londing areas for a

cross-Chunnel invasion; ccanlete surcrise does rot seew to huve been

achiisved. Furbtherwore, enoushi nlures to hawve offered « stiff defense

armear be have been avuilabvle. L7, then was the ©.7 so counlelely

helpless durin~ the lormtmdy invagion?

Jor one thing, there i tie shorture of excerienced nilots Just

‘ “.eceordin~ to fr. Leether of the JFoeke- .alf coupany, blwe overure monthly
oroduction of the 7.-190 wurins 1944 was 1,000. wurin- Jdune, lhe
daztieum ol 2,000 Jves achieved, but by weptencer this Liad droped oviel:
to 1,000, Jee LO 22447 in ~2 Library.

AL 1z only falr to stube tadb D, rank believed the oil shorbure
wlayed o lacorbant purt in reducing r of wir hours required
in btraining.
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PYURNE

e .. Lt
rceferred to. Jrunsportetlon uirficulties, usuull; zssocictea wilh tine

nove. kb ol lue [roud broops, Jlso coused trouble lor the Iultw_fle.
5 bhe LAlileu tactledl Jir forces successTully lnberdicted tie batile
ares froa its binterl.:a, 1t becare slaest Lupossivle to Jove short-
ranse Uivhbers inlo tle awrea wisre they could reinrorce tie =lreudy
sreltly cabowdoered Staffeln. Tie intensive borbardient ol Gernan~
Feld alr bases in rortinfest Jrunce 4lso contributed to the imnotency
of tle Germa-zn fi-hier strenvth by —akinr AL very diffloult for the G.F
to orerate in lhe batltle areu ibsell since most or ire bases vere
rained., .l skbove w11, there s not enocu~sh fuel Lo Fkeen « lirre

20

Lirtwber Turee consbunlly in the Jir. Conasquently, ut tle osi

eritic.l rosent of the wur vhen the <sulls of Titler's Festun> uroms

be™xn to crac: onen, the vaunted Gernm ir Foree, the destroyer of
Cuerplc., .arsaw, s Jotterd oo, ord iolishk, Tately, Jussian, wnd
Trench civiliuns boeyond counldng, wos Jorced oub of tie air vilthout .
strurgle,.

For b bue ti.e the .ericun snu pritish colulers were solushias
tlrowd the orr.n surf wnd clecverin_ up ble beaches, vicbor, over
the Luwrbwailre had Jlrewuy cecn won. oe ;rewt Wir vabitles over Lerlin,
elneloturt, Jdencr Leusbadl, wu Qegensburg vere all ingorbant L.mi-
narks alon:, the road. Eub npurheus ble reubest wciluve snts vwere rade
for fros bie bublle Lices. The develon.ent of tue lon—ronse Dlzhiter,
Lre lndoritable flyioe gudlibics off the 5-17, the trerendous bulld-up
in 1itlle wove blan two yewrs of four slr forces cierubing .painst

* T

Tarore sere viclorlies orpdnst the lozls as lrmortanb wnd ss for~reuching

as those in fthe Jie, “ e fin.d avd coiplete lisbory of the war

b
N
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259

agalnst the LultweiTe s writterd, it will Te . stors ol tic co dHired
1

sizill of Lhe wnllot, boabardier, n;vi;utogﬁiﬂni ~round crew uaited

with ihe technleion, ble seicnblst, .nd Lhe camincer, for it wes by

w1l of theso tlal Lin Zer o ir Qoree wv.z defe.iled,
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HROTES

Chapbter I

As late es the end of 1942 a considersble number of bombers were
being menufectured for the GAF. Alr Staff estimates of production
at the end of 1942 were 906 bombers, 720 fighters, snd 233 service
planes per month. Notes on G-2 (Air Group) Estimates in €OA
pepers. Intelligence file.

The early Me~109 was fast, but weaek in fire power and carried no
armor. Leter models corrected these defects.

0ffice of Stretegic Services, Research and Anelysis Branch (0SS,
R&A) Report No. 1064, "Trends in Germen Single-Engine Fighter
Production."

Interrogation of P/} Hermenn Goering, in No. KO 13951. A-2 lib,
Heinrichs, "Aohtung Indianer," 49-50.

lemo for AC/AS Intelligence from Colonel Stearly, 14 Jan 1943,
Teb D. Intelligence file,

0538, R&A Report No. lO64.

Ibid.

Ibid

Ibid.

Ibid,

Memo for AC/AS Intelligence, 14 Jen 1943; Heinrichs, 50,

0SS, R&A Report No. 1064,

It is estimeted thet by the sunmexr of 1942, the GAF hed
concentrated 2,500 planes ageinsgt the U. S. S. K. "Impact of

Americen Air Power on the German Wer Mschine." Intelligence file.

This initiel ection of the Bighth AF involved 12 B~17's.

058, R&A Report No. 1084

thut B4R LE.
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19.
20.
2le
224
23.

24.

25.
26,
27
28.
29.
3.

3l.

32.
334
4.

35.

1=
a7.
38,

39.

41,
42.

43.
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Adr Ministry Intelligence Report, A D I (&) No. 473/1943.
Ibid,

Ibid.

0S5 R&A Report No. 1064,

JIbid,

Inid,

Ibid. See alsc 035, R&A Report No. 1062, "ejor Tergets in the ™r
S/E Aireraft Industry,? 17 August 1943.

{55, R&A Report No. 1064.

Air Ministry Intelligence Report, A D I (X) No. 473/1943.

Ibide

Ibid.

“Impact of Americsn Air Power on the Germen War Mechine."

Notes on G-2 (Air Group) Estimates, 14 Jen. 1943, in COA papers.

Memo to AC/AS, A-2, Estimate of the Situstion (Enemy Air) as
requested in basic memorendum dated 21 Dec 1842. Intelligence file.

"The Attack on the GAF," April 1943. AFIHI {iles.
Thid.
Ibid.

Mamo, CG VIII Bomber Cammerd to CG 8th AF, 1 Nov 1942, Fectors
limiting Number of Missions. AFAEP files.

Figures furnished by Statistical Control.
AAFRH-2.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ioid.

Memo for G/S from Arnold, 9 Sep 1942, in AWPD/42.
AWPD/42.

1bid.

-

(Mg

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




44,

45,

46.
47.
48,
45,
§0.
51.
52,
55.
54.
Bb.
58,
57,
58,
59.
60.
el.

82.
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Arnold to Ac/hs, Monegement Control, 9 Dec 1942, incliuded in Report
of Commitiee of QOperatiors Anelysts, submitied 8 March 1943.

Ibid.

Ibid,

See AAFRH~-Z for & fuller discussion of this and obher plens.
Report of COA, B Merch 1943. AFIHI files.

Ibid,

Ipid,

CEO Plen, in AFIHI files.

Ibid.
Lir., Portal to Arnold, 15 April 1843, cited in CBO Plan,
Ibid.

"Phe Attack on the GAF.M
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1.

2.

Be

Se
Sa
Te
8e
Qs
10.
11.
12,
15.
1z,
15.
16.
17.

18,

0SS, %A Report Koe 1500, @ Nov 1943. Imbelligence file.

Hq VIII Bomber Commend (BC) Narrative of Operations (1/0), Mission

Noe. 50, 5 April 1943.
"The KLtteck on the GAF," 13.

gth AF Tacticel Ilission Report (IiR), 17 April 1943.

| ua

bide

|

ol

ide

|
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Interrogetion of Mejor Neubert, 28 June 1945, ¥0 18418 in A-2 Lib.
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See P/if Interrogation Reports, A-2 lib.

Interrogetion of Goering, 29 June 1945, X0 18990 in A-2 Lib.
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The most importent sources used in the preparation of this study
wore historles, tecticsl mission reports, snd combat nerratives from
the theater; snd cables, reporys, and corresponéence in vwar Department
depositories.

In the former calegory, much useful infermation wes cohtained from
the severel volunes of the Hisbtory of the Fifteenth Alr Force, primerily
& collection of selected end well-srrenged supporting documents. Even
more valusble was the History of the lediterranesn Allied Air Forces,

s first-rate job of historicel reporting extendirg to 53 wolumes,
Volume I is devoted to & nerrebive account, and the remaining volumes
contain valusble doswnents of all kinds.

The operstions of the Piftveenth were adeguately described in
verious historiss, in the Intelligence COperations Summeries (Intcops
Sunraries) issued by XAAF, IASAF, end other headcuarters, and in the
taotical nission monopraphs puslished by the Fiftesnbth. Thoese last
were espacirlly dxportent in ziviny the bsekground snd sipnificance of
the more imporbent missions.

Information on oparabions in the EPQ can be found in ths histories
of BEighth Alr Force Headguarters end subordinate units. There sre also
the tactical mission reports, snd the bi-weekly summaries issuved by
Fenersl Deker which bterminste st the begirming of 1944. Vith the

esteblishment of USSTAF, similer sumieries were prepered by that

+
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F 3 BN
headousrters for the record of operations.

She War Uepartment cables Lo and from the verious theabters ere
important, aspecielly in desling with questions of policy. lany of the
mosh vaelusble csbles were not found in the usual files, but had been
removad to the office of the chief of the Messs;e snd Celle Brench,

The Qperstions Letters clemsificetion in AAF Central Files, snd the
docurents in the Office of AC/AS Plans freguently yield important
correspondence; both collections were often comsulted by the writer of
this study.

In the preperstion of the first chepler dealing with early Jermen
sirereit expansion ond the Lirst steps toward setting up the Corbined
Jowber Offenszive, sore significant papers werec found in e dossier
collected by Lte Col. Jemes Te Lowe, while with the Urerationel
Divizien of AG/:5, Intelligence. Since bthis dossier does not properly
belons to emy vartiouler erchive, it is referred to in this study es
Intellisence files. This refersnse should not be sonfused with the
Intelligence Librery.  Tost of the stetistics oited herein come from

the Office of Strtistical Control, Hesdquerters AAF.
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