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Chapter I
BACKGROUND OF THE FOURTEENTH AIR RCRCE

The activation of the Fourteenth United States Air Force under
Brig. Gen. Claire L. Chennault on 10 Harch 1943 was another wnusual
action in an unusual theater of operations. The creation of an air
forece to support China was not of itself an extraordinary act; the
timing of the acbivation and the motive for this timing make it unique.
The Unitod States was committed to ald China even before 7 December 1941
and had never swerved from that policy. The declared mission of the
Tenth Air Force when it appeared in India was to support the Chinese;
lend=-lease goods had flowed regularly over the Burma Road until this
land supply artery was cubt by the Japanese occupaticn of Burma; and
upon the severance of the land supply line an aerial supply line had
been established., For ajproximately a year this had been the only
channel through which the hard-pressed Nationelist government under
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek had received supplies from the outside
world=—-supplies which after the loss of the industrial cities in
northern China were vital to the proseeution of a defensive war acainst
the invading armies of Jaa.;pat::.l

The establishment of an air force in a region already so greatly
dependent upon an aerial supply line appeared unwise and, from the
Chinese point of view, undesirable, as this force would have to be

supplied by the air cargo service and would obviously require a
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substantial portion of the tonnage being hauled over the awesome "hump!
by the Alr Transport Command and by China National Airways Corporation
(CNAC) pilots. Yet it was largely because of reguests from the Chinese
government that the activation was accomplished at this apparently in~
opportune time.2

The story of the Fourteenth Air Force does not begin with 10 llarch
1943, but goes back mmach farther; it is inextricably interwoven with
the story of its commander, General Chennauli. After his retirement
from the United States Army in 1936 he went to Bl;ina to aid the Chinese
flyers in their unequal fight against the superior Japanese air force.
There he supervised the bullding of a fine system of alrdromes in
southern China, and laid the plans for an air warming net which latep
became a marvel of effectiveness. He won the respect of the Chinese
pilots, who, under his guidance, performed creditably as long as they
had enough planes with which to fight. Then battle attrition so deci-
mated this force that it was vnable to do more than carry out sporadic
defensive missions, General Chemnault conceived the idea of an inter-
national air force to aid the Chinese. The first contingent of this
force was the First american Volunbeer Group which arrived in Burma
during the summer of 1914,1.3

Before the AVG had completed training on the outmoded P~40's with
which it was equipped, the United States was plunged inbo the war. Al-
most immediately this mere handful of American pilots began a serles of
aerial exploits which in China have become legendary. During the next
six months General Chennault and his "Flying Tigers® furnished the

American reading public a much-needed topic--news of American victories
T TTIORTT N ;‘j“{‘“\
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After a stubbornly fought aerial campaign the AVQ was forced back
. from Burmese bases to Kumming. The Burma Hoad was lost. The import
of this catastrophe was appalling to well-informed Chinese, yet they
- had nothing but praise for the American fighters. The masses in un-
oceupled China knew only that since the coming of the foreign warriors
their cities were borb free, and they were grateful. The personal
prestige of General Chennault was enhanced to an extent rarely, if
ever, equaled by a foreigner in China.

Meanwhile, in February 1942, It. Gen. Joseph i, Stilwell had
arrived at Chungking to command all fmerican troops in the Chinge
Burma-India theater and to act as Chiang Kai-shek's chief of staff.
The disastrous Burma campaign followed immediately and while General
Stilwell was not blamed for the debacle, his prestige in China never
thereafter approximated that of General Chennault.”

By the summer of 1942 the P«40t's of the AVG were deteriorating
under constant use without adequate maintenance. Some had been canni-
balized to keep others flying; not a few had been lost in combat.
Filots were war weary. Since the AVG was a quasi-commerciasl venture,
it was discontinued and a part of the Tenth Alr Force was sent to
China to take its place. OUn 4 July 1942, at the dissolution of the
volunteer group, the China Air Task Force (CATF) was activated under
the command of General Chermault, recently recalled to active duty and
promoted to brigadier general. A few AVG pilots elected to accept in-
duction into the Army, remazining in China as a valuable leaven for the
. inexperienced unit which absorbed them. Without interruption the

aerial battles over southern China continmed.
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The Jupanese soon learned that the CATF pilots could fight with the

4

. sams daring precision and general effectiveness so well demonstrated by
their predecessors. The fighter pilots of the 23d Fighter Group under

- Col. Robert L. Scott and the mediwn bomber crews of the llth Bombardment
Squadron under Col. Caleb V. Haynes rapidly absorbed the vast fund of
battle lore which General Chennault had acquired during his long contest
with Japanese airmen. They harassed the Japs and protected the eastern
terminus of the aerial ferry but had to be content with fighting a
largely defensive battle. They made offensive forays with their bombers
and caused more than a little damage, but were always pinched by lack -
of equipment and supplies. Tholly dependent upon supply by alr, they
were forced to make the most of their sca.r.xty gstores. Only by destroying
eneny aircraft in almost incredible numbers were they sble to prevent
defeat by mere attrition.

Accustomed to & free hand in China, General Chennault soon began to
feel that his acticns were unnecessarily restricted by a command setup
which made hir subject to orders fron an air force coumander based in
India, as well as those of the theater commander. To him, China was the
most important part of the theater--the one place in the Far East from
which the enemy could be struck a crippling blow. Witk his puny force
he could not interfere with Japanese ships moving undisturbed slong the
China coast and up the Yangtze River. Consequently he desired tactical
freedonn and sufficient reinforcements to allow an aerial offensive
against enemy installations and shipping to the north and east,

. Chiang Kai-shek was disappointed that a more powerful American air

unit had not been sent to China, and that the tonnage flown over the
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hump had reached only a small fraction of the volume which had been re-

. ceived over the Burma Road. He also desired to resurrect the moribund

. Chinese Air Force, which at that time had a number of trained pilots

- but no aircraft, American milibtary leaders, however, were not willing |
to provide combat planes for the Chinese unless they were to be used
under American direction. Reluctantly Chiang consented to this arrange-
ment, but only on the condition that General Chennault be the commander
under whom the Chinese iir Force would operale,

Desirous slsco that Genmeral Chemnsuli be given tactical independence
of the Tenth Air Force, the Generslissimo exerted pressure at the highest
level for the establishment o’f— an independent American air force in China.
Because of the complicated chain of command in Jjmerican forces of the
CBI, and the desirability of giving a free hand to a combat leader who
had enjoyed outstanding success against the MNipponese, the principle of
establishing a separate air force for China was accepled by the War De-
partment. In January 1943 it was decided that this force would be
created, but tactical and logistical conditions dictated that consumma-
tion of the plans be postponed indefinitely. fThe limited offensive in
northern Burma to which the CATF was pgiving aerial assistance would have
to be completed successfully, and the hump tonnage would have to be in-
ereased to a figure theretofore considered impossible before any action
should be taken.

Yeanwhile the Generallissimo became insistent and let it be known
that Chinese resistance was on the verge of total collapse., He warned

. that if the hump tonnage were not immediately swelled and the air forces

in Chins meterially reinforced, the situation there would be hopeless.
S :_;r“*-r# ::3
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This argument, of course, had a direct bearing on American strategic

. plans in the Far East, which had been predicated on the availability of
alr bases in China from which Japan would eventually be bombed.

- The China crisis was discussed at the Casablanca Gonference in
dJanuary 1943, and a decision was reached to rush reinforcements to the
India~China Wing of the Air Transport Command (ICYATG). Following the
conference General Arnold toured the CBI theater, conferring with Brit-
ish, American, and Chinese military leaders but maling no ecommitment as
to the date of activation of the new air force. Upon his return o
Washington, General Arnold gave his recommendation and the Fourteenth
Alr Force was activated, tc operate in China under the command of General
Chernault,

The conclusion that the establishment of the Fourteenth Air Force
was a political expedient to encourage the Chinese to continue resist-
ance is inescapable. The barriers which prevented the activation in
January had not been removed--the offensive in northern Burma was still
in progress and the hump tonnage had not been 1ifted to a point which
was then considered necessary for operation of an expanded air force in
China, Nor were aircraft and persomnnel for ancther air force then avail-
able, From & purely military point of view the activation was patently
premature, and represented litile beyond a change in nomenclature~Gen-
eral Chennault's CATF, not formally assigned to the Fourteenth until
2 April, merely became an independent command with i1ts operatlional
sphere extended to include the area north of the Yangtze River. Respon-

. sibility for supply remained with the Tenth Air Force in India. The

Chinese, on the other hand, gained several advantages. They obtained
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definite commitments for increase of the hump tommage, aircraft for the
. Chinese Air Force pilots, and succeeded in having American units in
their country separated from the Tenth Air Force and placed under com=
- plete operationel control of a leader whose primary interesis were in
China.

The Fourteenth Air Force was unique among American air forces, It
was the first to be created for political reasons; it was the first to
be entirely dependent upon an aerial supply line; it operated in an area
where Americans had carried on the longest continuous aerlal operations
against the Japanese; it was, in effect, a force fashioned for a parti-
cular leader, and which, because of logistical difficulbies, required a
minimum rather then a maximum of imerican personnel.

¥hile it is not to be denied that the Fourteenth faced certain
handicaps which no other air force encountered, it alsc enjoyed peculiar
advantages. First was the experience and leadership of General Chen-
nault, who was thoroughly versed in enmemy tacties, entirely familiar
with the locale of operations, and aware of the capabilities and limita-
tions of his aircraft and his men. Second was the rich inheritance of
prestige, tradition, and experience fram two previous American forces
whose records of accomplishment were oubsbtanding. So important was
this factor that the Fourteenth adopted the flying tiger insigne, al-
ready passed on from the AVG to the CATF. Some of the personnel had
been in China since AVG days and the entire organization at activation
had extensive theater experience. No disruption took place because of

‘ the necessity of moving, and no period of orientation was necessary.

They merely continued to operate in their usual fashion, but under
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snother name. Third was the system of airfields, ready for use and sit-
. uated on imner lines over which shifting of units from field 4o field
- was feasible and comparatively safe. Fourth wes the ready~made air
- warning net which had proved its value in past months. ILast was the ad=
vantage of operating over territory which, although nominally held by
the enemy, was in reality peopled by friendly natives, glad to give
assistance to bailed-out airmen and eager to give information concerning
enemy installations, movements, and dispesitions. Probably in no other
theater did so many pilots and crewmen escape after being forced dowm
in enemy-occupied country.

The personnel of the Fourteenth Air Force was far different from
the inexperienced men who had taken up the fight in Chine at the expira=~
iion of the AVG. Veterans of many missions and wimmers of many victories
over a numerically superior foe, they were thoroughly familiar with the
difficult terrain over which they were fighting and fully comprehended
the serious handicaps under which they had to operate. They knew their
equipment, its shortcomings and its superior qualities, and had learned
to use it to the best advantage. They had studied the stratagems of
their skillful and treacherous opponent until they could outguess him
at almost every turn. They were cocky but wary, for the unwary among

them had already died. Their morale was excellent R

Probably neo other single factor contributed more to the success of
the small American force in China than the quality of its leaders, from
commanding general dowm through squadron and flight leaders. They did

. not direct activities from bases far from the battle areas, for in China

the battle area included the very headquarters from whick they operated.
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They were combat leaders rather than administrators and personally led

. their men in battle. Indeed, under CGeneral Chennault, the prime re-
quirement for group and squadron commanders was accomplishment in battle,
- The 23d Fighter Group was first commanded by Colonel Scoit who
amassed a long string of victories over the Japanese befors he was re-
turned to the United States. His successor, Lt. Col. Bruce K. Holloway
became the leading fighter pilot of the entire theater in the number of
enemy planes destroyed. The squadron commanders had no less impressive
records. The 74th Squadron was first commanded by Maj. Frank Schiel
who had shot down seven Japanese aircraft while serving with the AVG.
Upon his death in battle on 5 December 1942, he was succeeded by Capt.
A. 7. (Ajax) Baunler, a veteran of the Spanish Civil War in which he
had shot down several German and Italian planes., ¥%En route to join the
AVG, Baumler was caught ab Wake Island when the Japs attacked Pearl
Harbor; after a narrow escape he finally reached China via the Atlantie
route., His combat experience was invaluable, After his first victory
in Chins he was reputed to be the first American pilot to shoot down
German, Italian, and Japanese planes. 4 victim of recurrent malaria
he was returned to the United States early in 1943, being succeeded by
Capt. Jdohn D. Lombard, already noted for his combat exploits J
The 75th Squadron was commanded from 4 July to 5 December by
Haj. David L. (Tex) Hill, who as an AVG squadron leader received credit
for shooting down 12 Jap planes. His successor, Maj. John R. Alison,
had already received the D3C and was soon to leave China to take part
. in the First Air Commando Group.opex_:g.tion,‘which also included in its
personnel Capt. Grant Mahoney and Capbain'Baumler. The 76th Squadron

e —
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was commanded by the third of the ex-AVG men who took over USAAF squade-

rons on 4 July 1942--laj. Edward F. Rector, Credited with destroying
six Japanese planes while flying with the volunteers, he continued his
excellent work with the CATF untll ordered to the United States on

3L December 1942, His successor, Capbain Mahoney, had participated in
the Philippine and Java campaigns where he had won the D3C.

The loth Fighter Squadron, detached from the 5lst Fighter Group
for duty in China, was commanded in turn by kaj. George W. Hezlett and
Haj. Harry M. Pike, both of whom had enviable combat records.

The original bomber wing of the CATF was commanded by Colonel Haynes
whose distinguished record requires no comment. ILt. Col. Herbert (Butch)
Morgan, who succeeded Colonel Haynes, proved his courage and leadership
and received numerous decorations. The 1lth Bombardment Squadron (M),
detached from the composite bombardment group in India, was the only
bomber squadron of the CATF., It was commanded by !Maj. William Bayse,
veleran of the Java campaign wntil Januvary 1943 when Capt. Everett W,
Holstrom, pilot on the Doolittle Tokyo raid, took over.

With these men, veterans of the AVG, the Spanish Civil ¥ar,
Philippines, Java, and the Doolittle raid, as well as campaigns in
India, Burma, and China, General Chemnault had built up a fighting force
of the highest type. It was his good fortune to retain many of them as
a nucleus for the Fourteenth Air Foree.

Experionce and fighting ability could not, however, completely
overcome the many complexifiies which necessarily hampered operations in
China. Low priority of CBI, difficuliies of transportation to and with-

in the theater, and the dependence upon natives for maintenance work all
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tended to prevent anything more than relatijely minor air operations

. over China in the succeeding months.
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Chapter II

EARLY FLANS

The complete dependence of the Fourteenth Alr Force upon expan-
gion of the aerizl ferry made all plans contingent upon the success
or failure of the ICWATC. It was indeed a case of being forced to
put all the eggs in one basket. As months passed the hump tonnage
lagged, causing operations of combat sguadrons already in China to
be greatly circumscribed. Hence it was impraecticable tc carry oub
the plans for increasing the striking power of General Chemmauli's
force. Keverthelass, the plans in themselves are significant,

In January 1943 when the advisability of separating the CATF
from the Tenth Air Force was first discussed, General Arnold felt
that the initisl reinforcement should consist of an additional squad-
ron of medium bombers, the only augmentation of the CATF immediately

contempla.ted.l

The China crisis, which had led to the hasty decision
to send heavy reinforcements to the ICYH and to activate the Fourteanth
Alr Force, also brought about en upwerd revision of the projected
strength of General Chennauvlt's command. The 308th Bombardment Group
(H), equipped with B-24's, was presently ordered to UBI to operate

in China. General Chemnault had expressed a preference for medium
bombers because of the sbtrain which support of heavies would put on
the hump f£light, but this objection was removed by 2 plan to make the

L 3 C_OI‘EFIDEI‘JTIAL
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308th Group self-supporting, the B-24's. doubling as transports and

. hauling into China the bombs and aviation fuel needed for their combat
- operations.
- The 308th Group arrived in China during March, and with the four

fighter squadrons, one medium squadron, and a small photo-reconnaissance
detachment which had comprised the CAIF since its activation, repre-
sented the entire strength of the Fourbteenth Air Force until late in
the summer of 1943.

For a long time General {hennault had given careful consideration
to the problem of inereasing Allied strength in China, and his over-all
plan presented to General Arnold la February provided not only for a
substantial increase in the size of the American force but also for
the incorporation of Chinese airmen into Amerlican units, After long
and searching discussion this carefully worked out plan was adopted
without major change. It provided for a bomber command composed of
one heavy group and one medium group, a fighter command of two groups,
and an air service command, plus Chinese-imerican combat units which
would eventually be added, Shorbly after General Arnold returned to
Washington from the theater, General Chennault forwarded a complete
blueprint of his projected foree to AAF Feadguarters. To avoid delay
he recommended that the bowber and fighter commands be authorized
immediately and activated later. Need for the air service command was
not yeb urgent, he said, and its authorization could wait., loreover,
he recommended that the medium squadron and two fighter squadrons,

. waich were to be added, be activated in China with cadres from the 1llth
Bombardment Squadron (1) and the 23d Fighter Group, the fillers to come
it CO/W—;’D;-;
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from the United States.® In tiis way he would be sssured of battle—

tried officers and men in key positions of the new combat squadrons.

In a letter which accompanied the plan for the Fourtesnth, General
Chennault said that Japanese aerial activity hed been quickened, making
prompt reinforcements urgent. He listed as immediate needs: two addi-
tional fighter squadrons, one medium bombardment squadron, a fighter
group headguarters, and a medium group headquarters, This, he said,
would give him two fighter groups of three sguadrons each, one medium
borbardment group of two sguadrons, and one heavy group of four squad-
ron33 ~-except for the three command headquarters, bomber, fighter, and
air service, the full projected sbrength of his air force.

His plan for use of Chinese pilots called for the immediate for-
mation of one fighter squadron, to be expanded to a group as soon as
pilots and planes wers available, and immediate formation of one light
or medium bembaxrdment squadron, also to be expanded to a full group as
soon &s planes and pilots were ready. It was hoped that by 1L Hovember
1943 these two Chinese groups would be ready to operate under direction
of the Fourteenth.”

In his tentative plan to equip the American units of his air force
General Chennault asked for a minimum of 150 fighters, or 75 for each
group, 32 medium bombers for the 2 medium squadrons, 35 heavy bombers,
and & phobo-reconnaissance planes.? At that time (1 lMarch 1943) his
aireraft strength was 86 P-40's of various models, 7 P-43's, and 12
B=251s, with 35 B~24's of the 308th Group en rout‘.e.6 He was asking,
then, that the number of fighter and photo-reconnaissance planes be
raised from 93 to 158, and that the medium bombers be increased from
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12 to 32. Ordinarily this would have involved the shipment of only 85
. gireraft, but the econdition of many of the planes already in China was
. such that they would have to be replaced, The seven P~43's, not con~
- sidered suitable for ordinary combat duty, had been used sparingly,
usually for reconnzissance. Some of the P-40!'s had been in CBI since
July 1941, seeing hard usage with the AVG and CATF. These, as well as
many later models, were almost completely worn out.? The B«25'g were
likewise of older short-range model and needed complete overhauling
if not outright replacement. Yet, had it been necessary to replace all
the planes then in China, General Chennault's aircraft reguirements
sti1l could be considered quite meodest.
Fourteenth Air Force personnel requirements were equally moderate.
Aside from the 303th Group which was alreudy on the way, General Chen-
nault asked for only 168 officers and 763 ‘enlis‘ced men, in addition to
the CATF persomnel already present.s Bub in organizing the Chinese
wiits he was particunlarly desirous for the return of certain officers
formerly with the AVQ and CATF and currently on duty in the United
States. Majors Hill, Rector, and Baumler, Col.Merian C. Cooper and
liaj. Charles Bond were specifically requested.9
Hodest as were these requiremernts, and sympathetic with General
Chennault's needs as was General arnold, it was still necessary that
the build~up of the Fourteenth be held in &beyance. General Chennault
wzs told that no combat units were to be activated in the theater, and
that all immediate reinforcement needs could be met by the transfer of
. units from the Tenth Air Force.i® This was within the poewer of General

Stilwell, who was reminded that a balancing of sirength between the
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Tenth and Fourteenth would be necessary unt:.l other units could enc'r:'v.ve.‘ll'1
. 4 plan for egqualization was suggesteds upon the arrival of the 80th
Fighter Group in India the remaining squadrons of the 5lst Group could
be sent to China and rejoined with the 16th Squadron; when the 31lth
Boxbardment Group (I, or M) was available to the Tenth Air Foree, the
squadrons of the 341st Bombardment Group which were then operating in
India would join the 1lth Squadron in the Fourteenth Air Force.l2 The
advantages of this suggestion to the Fourteenth were immediately obvious,
for it would not only respect the integrily of the 1ong-<§ivided groups
but would result in the transfer of experienced units to China while
leaving newer organizations in India. This plan, too, had it been fea—
sible to exscute immediately, would bring the Fourteenth to full combat
strengbth as recommended by Gereral Chennault. The two groups earmarked
for India, however, were greatly delayed, and as a consequence the 5lst
and 341st Groups were retained in India while the Fourteenth continued
its unequal struggle without reinforcement.

The only part of General Chennsuli's recommendation which was immee
diately approved and implemented was the request for additional personnel
for Headguarters, Fourteenth Air Force. Key personnel arrived in China
in a short time. It was not possible, however, to comply with the re-
quest for former AVG and CATF persomnel. In reply to General Chennault's
letter of L March, General .irnold on 2 April said that Colonel Cooper
';ras not available for assignment and that Majors Hill, Rector, and Bond
would be comsidersd for reassignment to China after a thorough rest in

. the Zone of the Interior. lajor Baumler was still hospitalized.lg
General Arnold doubtless understood General Chennault's desire for
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the return of these men who had made outstanding contributions to the

success of both the AVG and CATF. He kmew that they would be especially
valuable when the Chinese-imerican composite groups were formed, and had
agreed to return as many such men as was possible. Nevertheless he was
convinced that high-caliber administrative personnel were presently more
necessary to the new air force than were experienced combat men. Conse-
quently a careful selection of key personnel was made and the following
1ist submitted to General Chennault with suggested assignmentssl#

Brig. Cen. Edgar B. Glenn, Chief of Staff

Brig. Gen. Julian B. Haddon, Commender, ASG

Col. Donald R. Lyon, 4i=3

Col. George V. 2cPike, A=

Lt. Col. Sydney D. Grubbs, Jr., Assistant 4-3
Cthers being sent out at the same time bubt without suggested assigmments
were:

It, Col. Morris F, Taber

It. Col. Samuel B. Knowles, Jr.

It. Col. Edward O. Hunter

Maj., Henry J. Amen

Capt. Roy Garfield Hoffman (formerly with AVG)

Capt. Arthur 7. Grafton

Capb., Robert 0. Denny

Cpl. Joseph Laplerre
In concluding his letter Cenreral Arnold expressed regret that he was un-
able to send the officers requested and congratulated Gemeral Chennawlt

upon kis recent promotion Lo major geumeral.
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Meanwhile the small air force in Chira was fighting a battle of
survival. 8Since December 1942 the few medium bombers had almost ceased
operations because of a fuel shortage. Fighter squadrons had to be
pulled out of advanced eastward posts such as Kweilin, Lingling, and _
Hengyang for aireraft meintenance and repair, and to rest pilots,
leaving those outlying bases practically without defense. So many
fighters were reguired at Kunming and Yunnanyi to protect the aerial
supply route and its terminals that aerial assistance could no longer
be given the ground troops in Yunnan andé north Burma, Offensive action
other than intermittent reconnaissance and strafing sorties by small
flights was impossible.ls

Sheared of their meager aerial =id, the Chinese ground forces in
western Yurnan began to suffer, and as a result Chiang Kai-shek promptly
echoed General Chennault?!s appeal for augmentation of his air force.
In Vashington on 17 larch Dr. T, V. Soong presented to General Marshall
a message from the Generalissimo asking for an increase in the number of
fighter squadreons for the Fowrteenth Alr Force so that strafing missions
could be fiown and at the same time leave an effective guard for the
ferry line and the air bases. 0 The following day General Marshall
agked Chief of Air Staff Maj. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer wh;ather the
transfor of fighter squadrons from the Tenth to the Fourteenth could be
considered if General Chemnnault were provided adequate airfields and a
sufficient supply of gasoline to operate them..l7 General Stratemeyer
replied that none of the combab units in CBI as yet had been permanently
assigned to the Fourteenth, but he assumed that General Stilwell would

permit the former CATF units to conbinue operata.ons in Ghina. unless in-
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tensification of Japanese operabtions in northern Burma should necessi-

. tate recalling to India the léth Fighter Sqguadron. 4s of 17 Harch, he

- said, only 90 aircraft were available to the 4 fighter squadrens in

China while 2 fighter squadrons and 146 fighter aireraft were in India.

Sixty-seven more fighter planes were en route to the theater by boat.

tiithout committing himself General Stratemeyer concluded that allocabion

of fighter squadrons beftween the two air forces in the CBI would remain
subject to General Stllwellts discretion.ls

Had not conditions in the air units of China been so critiecal the
situation might be called ludicrous, since the planners were confronted
with the problem of reinforcing an organization which apparently con=-

- sisted of a commanding general only. It appeared that instead of re-
ceiving reinforcements the small force in China was in danger of losing
one of its attached fighter squadrons; the request for aid had merely
focused attention on the necessity of making definite assignments of
units which were already operating under the name of the Fourteenth Air
Force.

On 23 March General Arnold told General Marshall that to put more
fighters in China until other bases were available would be to invite
destruction from the Japanese. General Chennault, he sald, had not in-
dicated as yet that such bases were rea.ds'.:"9 The same day Col, T. 3.
Timberman of OFD informed Maj. Gen. Thomas T. Handy, Assistant Chief of

. Staff, OPD, that he had visited Dr. Soong during the morning and that

Soong was obviously eager to be able to give the Generalissimo definite

commitment on additional fighter squadrons for China. Colonel Timberman

added: "It was further emphasized to Soong thai the whole Tenth Air

—
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Force in India was to support China; that such units as could be sup-

. ported In China would be moved there by Stilwell, 0 This restatement
of the mission of the Tenth Air Force under ordinary circumstances
might have besen reassuring to the Chinese, bub during the current
critical period its effect was of little conseguence.

On 26 March General Stratemeyer wrote a memorandum to General
Marshall recommending that all units then in China be assigned to the
Fourteenth Air Force in order to give General Chermsult complete con-
trol, listing the following as those wlich would be affected:

Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Fourteenth Air Foree

23d Fighter Group

l6th Fighter Squadron, 5lst Fighter Group

1lth Bombardment Squadron (i), 34lst Bombardment Group

308th Bombardment Group
He concluded: "It is believed that relations with China will be vastly
improved by our ability to announce that General Chemnaulit has complete
control of the Fourteenth Air Force and will thus be enabled to perform
effoctively strategic missions against Japanese shipping and industry. n2L
It is again difficult to see what could be gained by such a deelaration
since Chiang Kai-shek already had been told that General Chennsult was
in complete control of the air units in China. MNoreover, the announced
mission of the Fourteenth at ite activation included attacks on Japanese
shipping and industry. What Gensral Chennault so badly needed, and had
repaatedly asked for, was not permmission to carry out such missions,
. but enough squadrons to mount them. Furthermore General Chemnault al-

ready had more bases than he was able to defend, and indeed had already
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urged that more fighters be sent to China, clesarly indicating that he
had enough bases to accommodate them.

On 31 March President Roosevelt concluded the matter by cabling
Chiang Kai-shelk that the United States was prepared to place additional
alr units in China when General Chemnault indicated that ground faeil-
ities were ready to receive ‘c.hem,22 evidently using the incidmnt to
prod the Chinese into speedier construetion of additional bases for
futurs use by the Fourteenth.

Two weoks after the President's message to the (Generalissimo
Brig. Gen. J« E. Hull, Acting Assistant Chief of Staff, in a memoran-
dun to General Marshall said that General Arnold had directed General
Chennault to select ailrdrome sites immediately because the Chinese
would not begin work until all the locations were definitely determined
upon. Moreover, he said that Soong had promised that the airdromes
would be completed by the end of June. Also, in order to promote better
cooperation bebtween Chinese and fmericans Brig, Gen. 0. A. Anderacn had
been designated by General Arnold to coordinate with Chinese officlals
in Washington all matters concerning Chinese and American air forces,
ALs an immediste means of building up air strength he said that General
Chennault had been instructed to add Chinese pilots to his force, and
that 36 had already been assigned.zs Additional pilobs of doubbful
training and efficiency had thus been obtained and promises of more
bases in China had been received, but the fighter squadrons so badly
needed by General Chenmault continued to coperate with the Tenth Alr
Force. lMeanwhile General Chennault became aware that ab least for the

time being there would be no reinforJégn_ents for the Fourteenth, and
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prepared to carry on as he had for the past several years, with little

. equipment and too few pilots,
On 24 April, the day on which clearing China skies brought the
. initiation of s determined enemy aserial campaign to knock oub Fourteenth
Alr Force bases, a memorandum from AAF Headquarters to the Adjutant
General in Washington stated thab in compliance with direction of the
Secretary of War the assignment of the following units to the Four-
teenth, effective 10 March, should be announced: <
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Fourteenth Air Force
Headquarters, 23d Fighter Group
23d Fighter Control Squadron
74th Fighter Sguadron
75th Fighter Sguadron
76th Fighter Squadron
16th Fighter Squadron, 5lst Fighter Group
Headquarters, 308th Bombardment Group (H)
373d Bombardment Squadron (H)
374th Bombardment Squadron (H)
375th Bombardment 3quadron (H)
11th Bombardment Squadron (M), 341st Bombardment Group (M)
54th Service Sguadron
This delayed assignment of all CATF units and the 308th Group to
the Fourteenth was the source of certain organizational difficulties,
Two squadrons, the 16th Fighter and the 1lth Bombardment (M), were
agsigned to the Fourteenth, while their parent groups, the 5lst Fighter
and 341st Bombardment (i), belonged to the Tenth. The source of the
trouble, of course, lay in the fact that while in name there were two
air forces in the theater there were not sufficient air units present
for one, and in order to give squadrons of vardous types to ecach force,
divisions of groups were necessary. At the time of the assignment of
. the units to the Fourteenth the entire list of wnits in the Tenth and

Fourteenth was:<>
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7th Bombardmernt Group {H)

9th Squadron (Tenth)
L36th Squadron (Tenth)
4924 Squadron (Tenth)
1934 Squadron (Tenth)

341st Bombardment Group (i)

11th Squadron (Fourteenth)
22d Squadron (Tenth)

+—4i
CONFIDENTIAL

303th Bombardment Group (H)
373d Squadron {(Fourteenth)

374th Squadron (Fourteenth)
375th Squadron (Fourteenth)

51st Fighter Group

16th Squadron (Fourteenth)
25th Squadron (Tenth)

490th Squadron (Tenth)

26th Squadron (Tenth)
491st Squadron (Tenth)

23d Fighter Group 9th Photo Squadron (Tenth and

Fourteenth)
74tk Squadron (Fourbeenbh)
75th Squadron (Fourteenth)
76tk Squadron (Fourtsenth)
The Tenth thus had nine combat squadrons and the Fourteenth eight, appar-
ently an equibtable distribution of stremgth, but a contrast of the number
of planes available to the two forces gives a different picture. A4As of
1 April the Tenth had 50 heavy bombers whils the Fourteenth had 343 L,
nediums were available to the Tenth and 12 to the Fourteenth; for the
L, Tighter squadrons in China there were 90 planes, while for the 2 squad-
rons in Indla there were 200.26 Yot until an improvement was effected
in the supply situation, little could be done to alleviate the confused
organizational sebup and maintain the integrity of groups, or to balance
the aircraft strength.
The outlock of the Fourteenth, however, was not altogether dark,
for serious consideration was again being given to the problems of rein-
forcement. In April Chiang Kai-shek informed President Roosevelt that

he had been working with Ceneral Chennault on a plan for an aerial

of fensive over China and suggested that General Chennault be called to
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Washington for discussions with War Department officials. The proposal

was nobt unacceptable to the American Chiefs of Staff, but at the same
time it presented a delicate problem, To call in General Chennault alone
might leave the impression that Ceneral Stilwell had been circumvented,
Moreover, it had already been decided to bring CGeneral Stilwell to
‘fashingbon for an early conference on theater problems. There was some
risk that tbe Generalissimo might interpret the theater commander!s
appearance at the conference as designed to interfere with fulfillment
of General Chennsulit!s mission, but the suggestion that General Bissell
be added to the list offered little 1f any assurance on this poinb.
Accordingly, Generals Stilwell and Chennault reached Washinghton for con-
ference late in April.27

Meanwhile it had been plamed that Prime Uinister Churchill should
come to Washington with higheranking officers from India. Prior to the
joint British-imerican conference (Trident) American officials discussed
at lengih the problems to be dealt with, among them many perplexing ones
concerning action in CBI., General Chemnault discussed his offensive
plan with the President and other high officials.

It was soon apparent that Generals Stilwell and Chemnauli did not
see eye to eye on the strategic needs in China, and differed widely on
their proposals to inprove the Allled position in the theater.z8 Gane~
eral Chennault believed that every effort should be put forth to improve
the aerial supvly line so that the Fourteenth Air Force could be
strengthened to a point which would enable it to make extensive inrocads
into Japanese merchant shipping, and at the same time do great damage to

land supply lires, aerial installations, and troop concentrations. He
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thought that improvement of the air bases in Assam should have the high-

est priority, even if such action slowed down work on the Ledo Road. He
did not believe that the Japanese would be able to penetrate Tunnan or
threaten Kunming sinee they had never made deep penetrations without the
aid of river transport. River itransport, he felt, was vulnersble to the
point that small air units could so cripple lines of communication that
enemy ground troops would be unable to operate effectively that far into
the interior, The retaking of Burma would be a long drawn-out campaign
which would be costly in both time and materiel, and in no way relieving
China until the close of the campaign. He feared that if China did not
get more immediate aid there was a denger of collapse before the land
supply route could be opened, This assistance, he felt, could be fur-
nished only by air.

General Stilwell, on the other hand, thought that the aerial ferry
would never be able to haul to China the volume of freight necessary to
arm znd support the ground troops required for any all-out aerial abback
on Japan from bases in China. Admittedly an aerial offensive would be
2 #shot in the arm" to the Chinese, but would not be decisive. It was
his firm belief thzt such an offensive would only provoke the Jupanese
to send strong ground forces against American bases in China--bases which
could not presently be defended. He thought it enbirely possible that
the Japanese could move from French Indo-China and take Kunming, thus
destroying the cargo route entirely, and making future operations in
China an impossibility. A land suoply route, to him, was the best
possible solution. He thought that the Ledo Road project should be given
a high priority, and that before China could be relieved Burma would

have to be retaken. Noreover, General ﬁi}l}'ﬂ?‘%_‘w&f ent:.rely opposed to
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the postponement or serious modificabion of the plans laid at Casablanca
. for the reconquest of Burma. In these plans the Chiness Tunnan army was

the key., He believed that a largs portion of the air freight into China
- should go to this organizabion so that there could be no chance of its
failing to carry out its assigned mission in the proposed eampaign.,

The ultimate objectives of the two American leaders were not so
divergent as their views concerning the accomplishment. General Stil-
well's plan was a long~range one, and if carrded to a successful
conclugsion would result in rearming a Chinese ground army capable of
defending the bases from which great numbers of Allied planes could
operate against Japan. General Chennault's plan looked equally as far
into the future but along different lines. He felt that the most
erippling blow that could be siruck against the Japs would be destruction
of merchant shipping, and if his proposed campaign were successful, the
way might be opened for invasion of China from the east, furnishing a
port from which the Chinese could be more successfully supplied than
by the exiguous Ledo-Burma Road. Bobh men expected eventual aerial
operations of gigantic proportions against the Japanese archipelago
from bases in Chinaj their ideas of how the bases were to be made secure
constituted their difference in opinion.

The views of Chiang Kai-shek were represented at the conference
by Dr. T. V. Soong. The Chinese government considered the plan for the
reconquest of Burma, shaped by British and American military leaders in
consultation with the Chirese at Caleutta following the Casablanca Cone
. ference, a definite commitment. It was felt that Chipa had lived up to

its commltments with reference to this plan. general Chen Cheng, Gen-
eral Stilwell's choice, hud recently been placed in co £
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Yunnan army, and China would be fully prepared to fulfill her assiguned

. role in the campaign which had been scheduled for the end of the monsoon
- season late in 1943. In addition, the Chinese regarded reinforcement

of General Chemnault as a matter of prime importance, and viewed with
disappointment the lack of progress shewvn in the hump fornage. They
did not attach the same inportance to the Ledo Road project as did
General Stilwell, emphasizing the Jogistical problems involved and the
superior lines of communication in Burma enjoyed by the Japanese. It
was held thet only a coordinated attack Irom several points could t{e
successful.

In the discussion of General Chennault's plan, the British sup-
ported the view that development of air bases should have precedsnce
over the Ledo Road project, and agreed that the best way to help China
was to increase the volume of airborne supplies and to enlarge General
Chermault's alr force. Influenced by the greater weight of their
interest in long-range plans involving Bangkok, Malaya, and Singapore,
the British were inclined to favor delay of the operation against Burma.
The Americans insisted, however, that the immediate problem was to keep
China in the war--an aim which would in no way be furthered by operations
in the south. In the end & compromise was reached. The plan for moving
on Burma was curtailed, but the campaign was not to be delayed. The
development of the air cargo route facilities was given highest priority,
but the Ledo Road preject and norbhern Burma campalgn were to be con-
tinved. The attacks via ledo, Imphal, and from Yunnan were to be under-
. taken at the end of the monsoon of 1943. Amphibious operations, however,

were to be limited bto the recapture of aAkyab and Remree Island, which
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if successiul, would endanger Japan's position both at Mandalay and

. Rangoon.

. In an annex to the final paper on the Trident Conference the pro-
Jected strengbh of the Fourteenth Air Force was set forth--exactly as
General Chennault had presented it., It was to be composed of one heavy
bombardment group, one medium squadron~-to be increased to a full group
when the goal of 10,000 tons per month over the hump was reached—and
two fighter groups. In addition, the Chinese were to be provided with
80 fighters and 40 medium bombers for their operations under General
Chennault .27

Apparently General Chennault had not only pub across his ideas to

American military authorities but had convinced the British of the im-
portance of aerial operations in China. In any case, the British
appeared to agree with General Chennauli's views while at the same time
opposing General Stilwell's, The Bribtish view, however, was doubtless
colored by the fact that they were not prepared for large-scale opera-
tions in Burma and were not primarily interested in aid to China; they
probably agreed with General Chennault because his plan would call for
less immediate exertion of force by the British than would that of
General Stilwell, and because Burma was of less strategie importance to

them than were lalsaya and Singapore.
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Chapter III
DEVELOFIENT OF THE AERIAL FERRY

Chief among the drawbacks of the Fourteenth was, of course, supply.
Shortage of shipping space, length of the supply line, and the low
priority of the theater made it inevitable that the entire CBI shouild
receive a mere trickle of supplies in comparison with the gquantities
being pipelined to other theaters. Of the total tomnage which arrived
at Indian ports only a small porbion was earmarked for delivery to China.
Transportation was of such a difficult nature that delivery of even this
ingignifiecant volume presented an unprecedented obstacle; not oniy did
it have to move over the notoricusly poor and inefficient Indian rajile
road and river boat lines, but it had to be flowm from Assam into
Kunming over the towering peaks of the Himalaya range, under the very
worst of flying conditions,

When the port of Calcutta was reopened in the summer of 1942, affer
the withdrawal of the heavy units of the Japanese fleet from the Indian
Ocean, the trans~India transportation burden was lessened, but the
critical lines from Calcutta into Assam were still overburdened. The
British had developed the railroad system with an eye %o defense of
northwest India; consequently only a scanty system of narrow-gauge lines
wasg built to serve Assam. Vhen used in conjunction with the river
traffic on the Brahmaputra these small ineffiecient railways were able
to handle normal peacetime tonnage. In the strategic situation which

—rgr et ™ CONFIDENTIAL

Pt R
i SECHMTY D200 i i
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




/ <2y 7406

Ve MGt LI V) .m.\.n».;.-\swux\\ y

.
\\».X-\W\»\H...Hx@ 3
\\e B # \\\ . b

2,
— .
y kw\\.\.x e
e /4
eogry,
. u\\\ff\ﬂw u\w:\«u\\

At VR TS
s N\T.w\ LA P
uKNuNu:\n; \\cﬁv;“:\ \\ A ) N\Nﬁ\\\c

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

V2 A 4 N

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958

|




This Page Declassmed IAW EO12958

CONFIDENTIAL

accompanied the loss of Burma, however, the’ importande of Assam sky=-
rocketed almost overnight. It became the western terminal of the India-
China air ferry operations as well as the base for the protective
fighter aireraft. Since avtomobile roads and bridges were almost non-
existent in that part of India the major part of the heavy hauling fell
on the rail lines, and they were quickly swamped under the deluge of
freight. Transportation fram Calcutta to Dinjan and Chabua becane
synonymous with ineffieiency and delay.

Improvemente wore made, but as late as June 1943 a2 minimum of two
weeks was required for the transfer of goods from Calcutta to Chabua.
The slowness was largely due to extra handlings made necessary by varia-
tions of rail gauges and the use of river ferries insiead of bridges.
The most commonly used route required cne unloading and re-loading
process at Santahar where the wide-gauge line ended and the metex gauge
began. At three other points similar handlings were necessary ab river
ferries. These four transfers were made by slow, and physically weak,
native le.borers'l

The water route, by canal from Calcutta to the Brahmaputra, and
upstream to Dibrugarh, was even slower. Not enough tugs or barges were
availeble to obtain‘ma::imum benefits from this mode of transportation
and it was used merely to complement the rail supply line.? This
bottleneck was further accentuated by the necessity of supplying Bribtish
troops operating in the Manipur area and Americans working on the ledo
Road.> Both British and Americans endeavored to improve the trans-
portation in eastern India but it was destined to remsin a major obgtacle

to operations in Assam and C’h.ma
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The alr freight line from Assam to Kunming perhaps required the
. greatest attention of American plemners for CBI in 1943. Ground trans-
portation was nothing new, but establishing an air supply line of the
- proportions projected for the India-China Wing and operating it under
sueh disadvantageous f{lying conditions was new even in the annals of
air operations.

Soon after the anncuncement tc Chiang Kai-shek in January 1943 that
the ICWATC would be immediately reinforced, General Armold, while in CBI,
gave the Generalissimo and Gereral Stilwell mors detailed information
regarding the plans. In a letter to General Stilwell written from Kun~
ming on 7 February he gave a general outline of the projected reinforce-
ment., He said that the 62 transport planes of the ICW would be increased
to 137 by 15 Harch, and of the 137 planas, 12 would be devoted exclusive-
ly to the hump flight. He believed that by the end of March the ground
and air personnel should be well enough oriented to keep a minimum of
90 aircraft operational at all times, and estimated that each operational
eraft would be able to make 20 round trips over the hump every month.l*
4s 12 of the new planss were to be four-engine C-87's he felt that by
April the wing would bs able to deliver 4,000 tons per month into China,
1,500 tons of which were to go to the Fourteenth iir Forca.5 It was
believed that by July General Chennsult's share of the hump tormage alone
would amount to 4,790 tons, and that this could be ine¢reased to 7,128 tons
by September.

Soon thereafter, at the recommendatlon of Col.EsH. Alexander, Gen-
. eral Arnold issued an order that all C-47's on the hump flight should be re-

placed by the mors capacious _0-4619.7 ’I’he schedule of departure of these
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newer-type transports from the United States was 30 by 1 April, 10 more
by 1 May and an additional 10 by 1 June, making a total of 50 of this
type to be available some time in Junva.'t'3

Had it been posgssible to implement this plan fully the history of
the Fourteenth Air Force during the succeeding months doubtless would
have been radically different. But the story of the hump flight during
the spring and summer of 1943, ab least from the point of view of the
plans made, was one of failure and disappointment. In the number of
airceraft, assigned and deliversd to the ICWATC the plan was closely ad-
hered to, yet the tonnage of freight actually lifted into China never
even approximsted the projected figare. On 23 March there were 120
bransports assigned to the India-China 1:‘un,9 and on 27 March there were
133 either on hand in the theater or en route, O By 8 June a total of
46 of the 50 C-46 transports scheduled to leave the United States by
1 June had been received.ll Delivery of aireraft, therefore, was over
90 per cent of the total number projected.

A most discouraging record, however, is that of actual tonnage
figures, which were so low as to dishearten all but the most confirmed
optimists. In June, with more than 140 transports or hand, including
12 C-87's and 46 C-46's, the tonnage was slightly more than 2,:200,]'2
while the plans had foreseen more than twice that figure, In July, when
General Chennault'!s share alone was to have been 4,790 tons, only about
4,500 tons were delivered by x\.’]‘.c.13 In September, when the Fourteenth
was to have received 7,128 tons, the ICUATC had been able to move no
moye than 5,000 tons for all purposas.'u‘

Mesnwhile the number of transport aircraft on the flight had been
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greatly inersased. (n 14 September the ICW had 230 transports on hand,

. Of these, 43 were C-87's, 105 were C-46's,and 82 were C-47's and 0-53'5.15

Thus, with 230 planes available, and more than half of them newer types

. with greater capacity than the Douglas transports formerly used exclusive-
iy on the run, they moved only 5,000 tons per month, while the original
plans called for 124 planes, nearly all Douglas models, to carry L ,000

tons .’16

In view of the failure of the hump project it might be concluded
that the plan was unsound or that the planners were too optimistic.
Careful study of the basic considerations and the steps proposed for
implementation of the plan indicates, however, that it was entirely
logical and sound. The execution of any plan depends somewhat on flex—
ibility, but the plan on which General Arnold based his hopes for in-
creasing the air Lift inmto China eould not be flexible, and no slternate
plan was possible., Success depended upon four major considerations, any
one of whieh might so affect the ocutcome as to determine the success or
failure of the entire project. Hany intangible factors were involvedw-
factors whose effects could not reasonably be foreseen. There were
doubtless many misgivings among the men who set the machinery for the
operation into motion, and some of them probably suspected that the full
requirements could not be met.
The first major consideration was the adding of a sufficient

number of transport aircraft to those already in the theaber to carry the
projacted tonnage. The number believed to bs necessary was based on the

. operations of cargo planes over the hump during the past months~-the
only empirical dada availa.ble.l7 In delivery of aireraft the schedule
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was followed so closely that this factor camnobt be cited as a reason for

. the lack of success.

Seccnd was the moving of sufficient supplies to Assam to support
. the operation. This proved to be so painfully slow that it doubtless
contributed, at least indirectly, to the disappointing outcome. Never-
theless, rarely did the personnel in Assam experience any acute shortage
of supplies, nor was there ever any paucity of freight on haund to be
moved into China. The third major consideration-~sufficient persomnsl
and equipment for processing and loading materials--was not fully im~
pPlemented, and this was due in part to the transportation difficulties
between Calcutta and Assam. Certainly the lack of motor transport and
loading equipnent proved to be a serious handicap, and to this consid~
eration might be assessed a fair share of the failure.la

The fourth, in all probability, was the greatest single factor

which doomed the program to failure. This consisted of provision of
airdromes to bear the assigned aircraft. In China there was no diffi-
culty, as commodious airdromes were already available,l? In Assan,
hovever, the plcture was entirely different. The British had assumed
the responsibility of having five forward and three rearward fields
ready by May, and three additional fields by the first of October.<C
Rainfall, excessive even for Assam, notorious for its rains, greatly
impeded construction; native laborers, panicked by Japanese bembings,
fled the region in droves; consiruction equipment failed to arrive on

) . 2L

time., Cn the eve of the date when completion of eight flelds was

. scheduled there were only two serviceable zirdromes with 14 hard stand-

ings available to ATC in all issam.?? Of these two, Chabua and Jorhab,
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the latter could not be used by the heavy four~engine planes because
its taxiways were not paved, This meant that all the B=24's of the
308th Group, which was then hauling its cwn supplies to China, and 80
odd other planes were using Ghabua.23 So crowded was this field that
Colonel Alexander had been forced to park more than 50 Douglas trans-
ports, C-87's, and B~24's on the airdrome in daylight hours, with 147
enemy aircraft based within two and one-half to three hours! i‘light.zz‘
Two other fields, liohanbari and Sookerating, were unpaved and were not
usable because of the very heavy rains. The airdrome abt Dinjan was
occupled by CNAC and the fighters which rrotected the area.??

The British continued their work, handicapped as they were, and
oblzined the services of 4,500 additional Laborers.20 They asked, how-
ever, that three American engineer battalions with full equipment be
sent to Assam to help in maintenance of completed fields and to assist
in construction of the remaining ones. It was believed that the addi-
tion of American troops would help morale in case Japanese air attacks
were repeated, and would also give a much higher proportion of skilled
labor. They alse requested that delivery of machinery and vehicles
which had long been on order be expedited.z'?

A report by Genersl Davidson on 22 June indicated that the situaw
tion was slowly improving, but said that the Chabus runway which was
of light construction was going to pieces under the heavy four-engine
planes, and in the future would be restricted to C-46's and Douglas
transports. Dinjan, which could nobt stand up under heaviar itransports,
was still being used by fighters and CNAC; Sookerating was completed
and had a good concrete runway suitable to all types of aireraft;
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Mohanbari was still under construction but would be ready for use by

. 1 July; Jorhat had a good runway suitable for heavy alrcrafi but was

, being used jointly with the RAF.2® 0On 13 July Colonel Alexander re-

- ported that 59 hard standings with comecting taxiways were available,
largely abt Chabua, Sookerating, and Jorhat, with none yet completed at
Tezpur or !iéhanba.ri.zg'

Up to this point it is obvious that lack of airdrome facilities was
the chief handicap, and that this condition was due in & great part to
event.s which could not be foreseen--defection of labor under enemy attack,
and unexpectedly heavy rainfall. Apparently the airdrome situation had
improved to the extent that a material increase in the hump tonnage
could reasonably be expected. In August and September, however, the
figures were still far below expectations.

Since tormage failure could no longer be attributed altogether %o
lack of alrdromes it becomes necessary 40 examine some less tangible
factors, particularly in view of the fact that CNAC, flying under the
same conditions, was lifting a much greater tommage per plane available
than was 4TC. For instance, in a four-week period in June, ATC with
12 C~87's, 46 C=hb's, and 88 C-47's and (-53's assigned, delivered
2,219 tons to Kunming, yet CNAC with only 20 Douglas transports moved
761 tons to the same destination. During a month when CRAC moved
approximately 38 tone per plane, then, ATC transported only about 15
tons per plane. In the four weeks ending 28 September ATC hauled 5,198
tons with more than 225 planes on hend, while CNAC carried 1,134 tons

. with only 23 planes. At that time ATC had 43 four~engine C-87's and

more then a hundred (-46's, both models having & larger eapacity than
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the types being flown by CHAC, in addition to 82 eraft of the same

. models as those of CHNAC. Yet CHNAC was Lifting 49 tons per plane over
. the hump while ATC was moving cnly 23 tons per plane.BO
- Bald figures in this case are somewhat misleading, for there were
extenuating eircummstunces in the case of ATC, CHAC was an efficient
and well-organized commercial line, marmed by persornel of long expr:ar--
ience in the theater, and their planes were in some cases eguipped
with flying instruments which were not available to ATC. lany of the
ATC perscnnel, on the other hand, were relatively inexperienced men
who had arrived but recently in CBI. .Another deterrent factor was
that the C-46's which were heavily devended upon, developed serious
thugs! on the hazardous flight and eventually had to be grounded for
modifications. Some of ther, however, coulu be used on the trans-India
flights where high-altitude flying was not necessary.’t
The extra maintenance and repair problem occasioned by the de-
fects in the C-46 aircraft was aggravated when overhauls made at depots
in India proved unsa:t;:i.:si‘m:i:.or;sr.32 Maintenance and repalr personnel in
Assam were consequently overwhelmed. During August an average of more
than 100 planes of the IGUATS were grounded per day for various reasons.33
Irans-Indisa flying and food=-dropping miassions gave rise to diverw
sions of planes from the hump flight, but had all C-46's been grounded
throughout 3eptemwber and 20 other planes been devoted entirely to food=-
dropping and trans-India flights, the ATC tonnage per ship still would
hardly have equaled that of CIMAC. Search for the cause of the inability
. of ATC to operate more efficiently leads back to the early days of the

CBI theater. The IC.AIC was a relict of the lst Ferrying Group which
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arrived in the theater in the spring of 1942 and which, over the pro-

. tests of Brig. Gen. Robert Olds, had been assigned to the Tenth .iir
Force. Suprlies and equipment which were directed to the ferrying unit

- were placed in a theater pool, and frequently were issued to other
organizations: persomnel and aircraft were regularly given assignments
which had ne conmection with ordinary ferrying activities., Neanwhile,
in Assam, ferry personnel were attempting to develop the aerial cargo
route Yon a shoestring." Iiving conditions were bad, mail service was
outragecus, supplies were scarce, promotions were slow, and replace-
ments all too few. lorale, high at the outset, gradually deteriorated,
and in the autumn of 1942, reached a dangerous poin’c..sl"

In order to increase the efficiency of the operation the organi-
zation was removed from theater control in December 1942 and placed
directly under ATC Headguarters in Washingbton. General Stilwell re-
tained control of priorities, but operatiomal control of ICW, which
gbsorbed the ferry organization, was vested in Col, E. H, Alexander.
Under Colonel Alexandex morale improved, but the sources of discontent
were not removed. Helations between the Temth Air Force and 41C be-
cane vitber, with each calling the other trobber, 137

After a visit to the theater in May 1943 General Stratemeyer re-
ported that the morale of ATC units was bad and that newly arrived and

inexperienced troop carrier oubtfits were already carvrying on more effi-

. cient operations over the hump than the experienced ATC units. He said
that the ICHW leaders frankly admitted that the troop carrier uniis were
® far more efficient.?® In a reply o General Strabtemeyer, Haj. Gen. Harold
L, George on 14 June rev:.ewed the entire story of the hump operation,
LU o
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saying that the difference in the way the two orgenizations had been

handled was responsible for the difference in efficiency and morale. He
said that troop carrier materiel sent to the theater was inviolable while
ATC supplies were still being appropriated by other units in the theater.37
On 1 July Maj. Gen. Barney M. Giles informed General Stratemsyer thab
specific action had been taken to improve conditions in the ICW, express-—
ing confidence that Colonel Alexander would be able o bring his organi-
zation up to the standard being sset by troop carrier e.qw.a.d:c'm::s.38
In August Capt. BE. V. Rickenbacker submitted to the Secretary of
War & report on his visit to the CBI which had coincided with that of
General Stratemeyer. He said that morale of ATC personrel "was nothing
to be proud of,# adding that both CNAC and troop carrier squadrons were
far superior to ICH in their cperations. As a possible solution, he
recommended that the ICW again be placed under cormand of the theater
commder,39 a view which was shared by Maj., CGen. Clayton L. Bissell
comanding the Tenth Air Force .1*0
The Rickenbacker report gave obher reasons for the failure of

hump operations to come up to expectations. He listed in order:

1. Lack of capable and efficient management at the top

2. Limited number of alrports

3, Keed of expert communications personnel

L. Neod of expert weather persomnel

5. YNeed of more radioc aids and direction finders

6. Need of more gualified engineewing officers and maintenance

men

7. Inexperience of pilots
8. Vast difference in pay of the Army and CINAC
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He further stated that from 1 January to 1 June, 26 ICH transporbs had

40

. been damaged beyond repair. Some had collided with aireraft parked on
landing strips for want of dispersal areas, and others had been lost by
- poor take-offs and landings.l*l

Another factor which possibly affected morale of pilots and erews
on the hump run was the vulnerability of their aircraft to enemy fighters.
Awerican fighters based at Dinjan protected ATC installations as well as
they were able with their limited warning net, and patrelled the route
on the hump flight when possible., It was impossible, however, to glve
the cargo planes any degree of positive protection in flight. As the
summer of 1943 wore on planes begen to disappear on routine trips over
the hump., It was believed that they were being destroyed by enemy
fighters, but there was no definite proof. A few had been attacked,
escaping only by diving into c.‘t.aucl.«&;.“"2 Eventually crew members of lost
planes began to walk out of Burma, telling stories of being shot down
by Japanese fighters. Doubbless this did affect morale, but it must be
remembered that OHAC and troop carrier personnel were subjected Lo the
game hazards.

It is obvious that divided responsibility was at the root of much
of the trouble with the develomuent of the zerial supply service. This
division was further complicated because i% ocut aeross lines of nation-
ality. For instance, the construction of flelds in Assam was planned
by Americans and built by Indian labor under British direetion, using
materials supplied by the Eritish. Iater, iAmerican engineer batibalions

. were called in to aid in the construction and share the maintenance

duties. Flying of cargo ships into China was done by ICWATC, troop
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carrier units, and CNAC, American military and Chinese-Amerlcan civilian
organizations, but the responsibility for moving the freight into Assam
was British. The fields in Assam were used by American, British, and
Chinese aircrafi. Guarding of equipment on the filelds in Assam was done
by Ghurkas, and at Kunming by Chinese, while antiaireraft defenses were
largely American.

Functions which were strictly American also suffered from separation
of responsibility and authoriiy. The Air Transport Command did not con~
trol loading and unloading of aireraft, a function of S0S and theater
troops A3 1ow policies were determined in Washington, but priorities
were controlled by a theater board which sat in New Delhi, hundreds of
miles from Assam. Gerneral Chennaulb's force whose very existence de~
pended upon the aerial supply line had no representative on the priorities
board.l*h Aferial protection for the terminal bases was divided between
the Tenth and Fourteenth Air Forces.

A grest part of the confusion which grew out of the command arranze-
ment was unavoidable, but a part, at least, seemed to have arisen from
a lack of singleness of purpose on the part of some individuals who
were involved.l*s After their visits to CBI in lMay 1943 General Strate-
meyer and Captain Rickenbacker both indicated that some strong central
authority was necessary before best results could be obtained. Ricken-
backer agreed with General Bissell that the entire operabtion should be
under theater supervision. Brig. Gen. Howard C. Davidson who was in
the theater at about the same time said that maximum efficiency could
be attained only if the whole operation were the responsibility of one
mar, ) .
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In an effort to improve conditions the Assam American Air Base
Jommand was activated on 16 June 1943 with Brig. Gen. Caleb V. Haynes
in cozmand.l‘f’ The selection of General Haynes as ccordinator of all
American air activities in Assam indicated the importance of the move.
He had been in the theater for more than a year and his tlhree previcus
assigmments there had given him a broad experience and brought him
recognition as one of the ablest men in the theater. Fron his position
as head of the Assam~-Burma-UChina Ferry Command he had moved into China
to command the bomber wing of the CATF. lLater he had returned to India
to command the India Air Task Force which included all Tenth Air Force
combat units stationed in India.

On 27 June General Chennault said in a letter to General Giles:
4The appoinbment of C. V. Haynes as commander of the Assam ares should
do a great deal to increase tomnage if he is given sufficlent support
and freedom of action in managing things there.'7 On 30 July Madame
Chiang Kai~-shek, in a letter to President Roogevelt, said that the hump
tonnage was not up to expectation because work on airfields in Assam
was not being pushed, and because there was no central control of the
a.iri':‘ua].r.ls.‘l*8 Obviously it would take some weeks before the many activi-
ties could be coordinated to the extent of visibly affecting hump tonnage

figures .
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Chapter IV

EARLY OPERATIONS

Operating over interior lines from a string of strategically lo-
cated bases at Yunnanyi, Kunming, Lingling, Kweilin, and Hengyang,
ringing the inner rim of cccupied China, the Americans for more than
two years had caused considerable consternation among the enemy air
units. Shubtling squadrons from base to base and taking advanbage of
favorable meteorological conditions, they left the Japanese guessing
where the next blow would fall. 7Then enemy planes were brought into
en area in anticipation of a prolonged attack, the Americans would
pull out and strike undefended areas from which the enemy aireraft
had been drawn. Upon occasion, however, when circumstances seemed
propitious they would challenge their opponents direetly by returning
to the target which had been reinforced. These tactics thus pimned
down a large portion of the Japanese air force which otherwise could
have been used advantageously in cther theaters.l

In addition to the immobilization of a material part of the
enemy's air force the imericans had wrought considerable destruction,
both in the air and on the ground. From 20 December 1941 to 5 February
1943 the AVG and CATF, always with considerably less than 100 operation=-
al aireraft, had destroyed 521 enemy planes. From 4 July to 5 February

the 11th Bombardment Squadron (1f) of the CATF in 62 missions totaling

43
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1,048 hours of combat bime had bombed such objectives as shipping, dock
installations, depots, and troop concentrations in a semicircle from
Hankow through the Canton-Hong Kong area to Haiphong in Indo~China and
as far west as Shwebo in central China. Concurrently the 74th, 75th,
and 76th Squadrons of the 23d Fighter Group with the 16th Figher Squad=-
ron of the 5lst Fighter Group atbached, was sccumulating 5,836 hours of
combat time in 1,448 missions including escort of daylight bombing
missions, reconnalssence, strafing, defense of the ferry, and dive
bombing.2
This remarkable record was made possible largely by the effective
system of tactics and air defense formmlated over the years by General
Chennault. Despite the difficulties posed by the uneven terrain over
which the air bases were located, the vagaries of Chinese weather, the
lack of ground forces, and the logistical necessity of operating with
the minimum of personnel he had, General Chennault undoubtedly merited
his promotion to command a full~fledged air force,» The Fourteenth Air
Force, however, began operations under conditions something less than
favorable. Because of insufficient supplies of gasoline, as well as
the longstanding need for the complete overhauling of combab aireraft,
General Chennanlt had withdrawn his squadrons from the eastern bases
and brought them back to the comparative safety of Kunming and Yunnanyi,
With the 74th Squadron at Yunnanyl to maintain offensive reconnais-
sance over the Burma Hoad and the terminals of the ferry, and other squad-
rons drawn into the vieinity of Kunming, he now scheduled and carried out
in March a series of small raids on the rich phosphate mines near Laockay

in French Indo-China., Information of vigorous Japanese expansion and
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development leaked through to Intelligence. According to fairly reliable
reports the enemy had been shipping an estimated 1,000 tons of ore per
day from Cam Duong. Viith deposits from other mines this vitally needed
mineral was collected at Laokay on the French Indo-China border and
shipped by rail to Haiphong or by boat to Hanoi. From rail cars and
river boats it was transferred to ocean freighters and carried to Japan
where it was mapufactured into explosives and incendluries. In five
raids on 16, 19, 21, 22, and 23 larch, executed chiefly by bomb-carrying
P=40's but ineluding also a raid by 12 medium bombers, the Americans
seriously crippled the mines and transportation lines leading from them.
Cnly as reports frem the Chinese net began to trickle in did the Four—
teenth realize the extent of the damage they had inflicted. For example,
three days after the 21 Harch rsid, fires were still burning furiously
in the mimies.lp At Thainien, near Lackay, a phosphorous warehouse valued
at 25,000 piastres lay in charred ruins, while at Laukiang, dormitories,
offiees, barracks, and construction materials of the Japanese Phosphorous
Company had been gutted by fire., In addition suprlies for the building
of a mineral ore~loading wharf, the chain track of a suspended carriage
line, and freight depots of the South Seas Colonization Company sus—
tained considerasble damage., Strafing raids, interspersed with the level
and dive-bombing attacks, blew up locomotives, wrecked freight cars,
snarled trensportation and snapped telephone, telegraph, and cuble lines
serving the ares,? ¢

Furthermore the effect of the assaults went far beyond the physical
damage to the instellations. In desperabe fear of future raids the
enemy hastily dug an extensive system of trenches in the vieinity, set
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up antlaireraft batteries, and generally strengihened defenses., Yet
even this added proltection did not apoear reassuring enough for the
coolie laborers who worked the mines. They bepan to desert in hordes.
Those who remained behind refused to work at their old rate and, sur-
prisingly enough, received an increase in wares. If the reports can
be believed, few were tempted even by the wage increase .6 For months
the mines languished in expensive and enforced idleness.

The Japanese air force, however, did not remain inactive leng. On
1 April they retaliated by mounting a nine~plane attack on Lingling
where, by this time, the 75th Fighter Squadron was based. In the opinion
of imerican interceptor pilots the Japanese displayed little aggressive
spirit and no imagination. Scouting parties who scoured the environs
of the field for wrecks after the battle uncoversd a total of seven
tangled Japanese Ol-type army planes. The warning net and tactics had
evidentiy worked exceedingly well, for of the mine attackers only two
escaped while the American lost only one plane.

From thalt day until the last week in JApril there was little aerial
acbivily on either side., Ralny weather, combined with a critical short-
age of gasoline, grounded all bombers and with one exception kept most
of The fighters out of the air also. A break in the weabther on 8 April
found the 16th Fighter Squadron, recently arrived at Kweilin, still able
to squeeze out enough gasoline for a 10-plane P=40 attack on Fi. Bayard,
located in the former French-leased territory of Kwangchowan, and occu=-
pied by the Japanese since February 1943. The expenditure of 9,100
rounds of S0-galiber ammunition accounbed for the destruction of six

planes cached in an underground storage shelter, as well as the customs
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compound, a residence for Japanese officers. An estimated 400 Japanese

officers and men were killed and wounded during the attack.’

Other than this raid, combab operations were confined to offensive
reconnaissance from Lungling to Lashic. In this section several P=40's
of the 74th Squadron, flying from Yumnanyi every few days, strafed
horse-drawn wagons, motor trucks, pack trains, and any other target
caught moving alcng the Salween CGorge or the Burma Road. By 24 April
the weather had cleared sufficiently for the bombers and fighters to take
off again. From Kunming nine mediums, accompanied by 11 P-401s bombed
the Hamtu mines in Burma. Because of ground haze, however, cbservers
" could not determine the extent of the damage. Bub reconnaissance the
next day showed a direct hit on the reduction plant, two hits on another
building, and a few hits on the storage sheds.

The clearing of the weather on 24 April also gave the enemy a
chance to move against American bases. Shortly before 1400, 13 P-40's,
warned and waiting in the sun over Lingling, watched a lone twin-engine
plane swoop low over the field to drop pamphlets, High above, meanwhile,
24 other enemy planes walted to close in. The pamphlet was a challenge
to the Americans :8

Our respects Lo youi' men who have taken greal pains to come

to China. Te take pride to say, in fact, we are the strongest

and best in the world. We express our desire as gporbtsmen to

hold a decisive air battle with you in a fair and honorable

manmer, e then can best prove to you the spirit and ability

of our Air Force.

Although the Domei News Agency later claimed that the Americars refused
to take up the challenge because of tactical reasons ,9 in the batile
which actually took place the P-40's brought down five planes including

the one which dropped the pamphlets, with ‘sicht%q’r,‘e listed as probables.
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After the others fled it was found that ome P-40 had sustained negligible

damage .

Vith this battle the Japaness initiated a series of hard-hitting
raids which in several instances severly punished the American air bases.
Showing more imagination the Japanese in another raid on 26 April used
a clever ruse to spring a complete surprise on the Yumnanyl base, occu=-
pied by the 16th Fighter Squadron. For several days prior to the attack
Japanese planes had circled over and around the Mekong and Salween rivers,
alerting the warning net without actually attacking, yet forcing the
Americans to waste precious gas on abortive alerts. On the day of the
raid the spotters flashed the warning that enemy planes passing south-
west of the Salween were headed for Yumnanyi. Pilots immediately went
on the alert, but a few minutes later relaxed without taking off when
information was received indicating that the enemy flight had turned back.
Then the unexpected happened. Those stations along the Mekong River
which previously had been reliable failed to report the approach of the
same planes from snother direcbion.lo The Japs struck without warning,
boubing and strafing the field. Catching 20 P-;0's on the ground the
raiders destroyed five, severely damaged seven, and slightly damaged the
remaining ‘eight. In spite of the disastrous results the squadron
commander was not felt to be at fault., He had made his decision to keep
the planes on the ground to conserve gasoline only after being reasonably
assured that the enemy had turned back:.ll

Encouraged by this success the Japanese two days later confused the
net near Kunming with the same tactics. Slipping through the warning
posts 21 bombers and an equal number of fighters hit the north end of the
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field inflicting casualties on imericans and Chinese who were caught
wibhout warning. Two of the casualties were recently arrived imerican
officers: Colonel Lyon was killed instantly and General Glerm slightly
wounded. The string of bombs, possibly because of the high wind, fell
flightly to cne side of a group of hangars and shops, and the damage
was slight, a few 3-25's parked near the runway suffering inconsequential
hits from bonb fragments.

Unlike the Yunnanyl raid two days before, two P=40's were in the
air when the bombers came over, and their presence possibly caused the
slight miscalculation in the bomb run. As the enenmy flew away to the
southwest another eight fighters from the 75th Squadron, recently rsturned
to Kunming from ILingling in anticipation of such an attack, overhauled
the ralders about 100 miles southwest of the field, 'Without loss to
themselves they destroyed 10 Japanese fighters and damaged five, with
three more listed as probables.

During the raid observers had noted a new and unusuval feature in
the Jap tactics. High sbove the bomber fomatlion a single observation
plane had circled slowly during the approach and bomb run, advising its
colleagues when to atback or retire, depending on the number of planes
the Americans succeeded in getting intc the air to counter the assault.12

While the 75th Squadron was still at Kunming the Japanese on 29 April
took advantage of their absence to bomb their field at Lingling, None
of the Japanese bombers, which were escorted by 14 fighters, scored hits
on the head of the runway. On 2 May they returned to Lingling with a
force of 35 fighters but this time the 75th was there to meet them. As
the enemy fled northward 17 F-j0's shot down 7 enemy planss, with another
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7 claimed as probables. During the encounter the Americans lost one

. plane and one pilot, Capt. John F. Hampshire. Captain Hampshire, current-
. 1y the "hottest" pilot of the squadron, destroyed two planes in the fight
. to run his score to 14 before receiving a freak shot in the stomach,

possibly a ricochet. He radiced his pesition just bsfore making a forced
landing on an island in the Hsiang River. After swinming the stream he was
picked up by Chinese guerillas who set out with him for a hospital in
Changsha, 60 kilometers away. The exertion of swimming the river and the
long rough trip proved too much and he died en route.13

While Gemeral Chennault was in Washington Col. Hugene Beeba prepared
to test the long-range offensive arm of the B~24's of the 308th Group.
On 4 May the heavy group made its combat debut, In a combined mission
with 12 B«25's and 2/, P=}0's, 18 Liberators took off from bases at
Chengkung, Yangkai, and Kunming at 0830 on the biggest bombing mission
yet flown in China., The mission gained additional significance from the
fact that Chinese pilots who had recently joined the Fourteenth were used
as co~pilobs in the medium borbers. 4 After taking off, the entire force
procesded along the direct route to Laocksy, at which point they followed
the Red River southward to Hanol. The pilots deliberately tried to draw
enemy fighters into the air, but none appeared. Apparently the Japanese
had been taken completely by surprise, for even the ack-ack was light and
inzcourate, At Hanol the flight separated. The B-25's and P-40's went
on to bonb pert imstallations at Haiphong, while the B=-24's flew over the
Gulf of Tonkin in a soubtheastwardiy course to the scuthern tip of Hainan
. Island where their target was Samah Bay. At Haiphong cloud conditions

not only prevented the mediums from spotting their primary target, the
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cement works, but also made it impossible for them to observe accurately

their strikes at the harbor installations which they chose as an alter-
nate target. What litbtle could be seen through the fog seemed to indicate
hits on ammunition dumps as well as warehouses, Meanwhile the Liberators
over Samah Bay were hitting the airdrome, a coal yard, dock installations,
an oil refinery, and a fuel dump. Subsequently the Chinese learned that
the dump had burned for three days. During the bomb run no aireraft had
been observed on the ground, but an agent, claiming to heve been an eye-
witness of the raid, later told the intelligence officers that six fighters
and 15 bombers had been destroyed in the hangars which burned that day.l5
Estimates of Japanese and Chinese puppst-troop casualties were placed at
600.16 Gonsidering the size and distance of the mission, not to mention
the inexperience of the Liberator crews, the imerican success was satis-
factory and losses relatively light. One B-2) which had been forced to
feather a prop landed at the emergency field at Nanning. Tragedy struck
another plane, The crew abandoned a Liberator near Laokay, one crew
mexber being killed; the othewmade their way back to Kunming in seven
days.

After a rest of four days Colonel Beebe, instigator of the Hainan
raid, resdied his men for their second mission into Japanese-held terri=-
tory. Enough gas remained in their reserve stocks to warrant a trip to
the Tien Ho airdrome at Canton on 8 May. As plamned in the briefing
room, the 10 mediums were to take the airdrome while the 16 Liberators
kit the barracks end storage area. (ol. Clinton D. Vincent's 24 P-40's
were to fly escort from Kweilin, The bonmbardiers on the Be2l's caleculated

tkeir bomb run in such a manner that any bombs which overshot the mark
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would land on the field. Ome major mishap marred the flight to the tar-

P 7 q ol

geb. Just as one of the B-25's opened its bomb bay doors the plane
exploded. Hurtling to the ground with the crew inside it crashed into a
four~story warehouse. Shortly after the run on the airfield a swarm of
Zeros sﬁepb into the bombers, Although it was generally thought that

the enemy had only five minubes warning it apparently was enough time for
them to send 20 fighters into the air. Colonel Vincenb's P-40's countered
their effort by bringing down 13, while the Liberator gunners brought down
three. In order to save face with the Cantonese, the Japanese explained
away the high combat losses by telling them that the Japanese planes had
been manned by Germans and Italians.

Bombing damage on the target was widespread. Twenty-one bulldings
in the degot area, four in the operational section, as well as the main
hangar housing nine aircraft, were completely wiped <>v.i‘..]'7 Smoke from
large qusntities of gas and oil filled the ev.ir:.le As a matter of fact,
the whole target was so thoroughly covered with smoke two days later

that a photo plane was unable to take pictures of the damage .19 The
. Liberator crews were genuinely elated over the success of their first
two combat missions and extremely sorry to have teo return to the roubtine
business of ferrying bombs and gesoline over the hump for futurs oporae
tions.

4s yet the lack of forward fields which could accommodate heavy
bombers 'and which could be adequately protected against enemy abtacks
had kept the squadrons of the 308th Group to their original bases in the
Kunming avea=~Yangkai, Chengkung, and Kunming itself. Early in lay,

however, the fighter squadrons made one of their characteristic shifts,
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vihich while serving to permit aircraft maintenance ard rest for the
crews, also kept the enamy confused. After six weeks at advanced bases,
Kweilin and Lingling, the 16th and 75th Squadrons were stationed rear-
ward at Yunnanyi and- Kumming. At the same time the 74th moved from
Yunnanyi to take the place of the 1léth at Kweilin, and the 76th moved
from Kunming to replace the 75th at Lingling. The llth Bombardment
Squadron (i), still somewhat handicapped by shortage of gas, remained
in the comparative safety of Kunming.

Because of the great distances which separated the bases used by
the Fourteenth, the regular moves were time-consuming. The forward
bages, Kweilin, Lingling, and Hengyang, near enough together for mutual
protection, were far from the other bases, For instance, the aerial
distance from Kumming to Kweilin is almost 500 miles, and from Kurming
to Hengyang more than 600 miles. Novement of the 1lé6th Sguadron from
Kwellin to Yunnanyl, or the 74th from Yunnanyi to Eweilin, required
that the squadrons travel almost 700 miles. The forward bases, however,
were constantly exposed to enemy attacks with very little waming, and
their maintenance facilities were of necessity quite limited. A few
waeks at Kweilin, Henpyang, or Lingling generally left fighter pllots
exhausted and their airceraft badly in need of repairs. Yunnanyi and
Kunming, also near enough together for mutual protection, were not
exactly safeby zones themselwves, but they had a more adeguate warning
system und far better maintenance and repair fazeilities. IHence the
necessity of changes of station &t regular intervals,

With the heavy bombers again resuming ferrying duties the fighters

had to be relied upon to carry out the aerial offensive when weather
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permitted. 4 description of the raid of 10 May, the last of any impor-
. tance until the end of the month, serves well bto demonstrate what a
handful of P=A0's can accomplish on offensive reconnaissance. On that
day eignt “Saurks" were dispatched from Kumming to northern French Indo-
China. Strikinz at targets of opportunity they destroyed an alcohol
plant at Mam Dinh, four locomotives, three river boats, two tank cars,
one flat car filled with troops and equipment, and five or six troop-
filled trucks. For the remaining time, the usual bad weather during
this geason znd the fuel shortace kept the planes close to their flelds,
garmarked for emergency defense only.

In the interim from 2 to 14 May, during which the squadrons were
being shifted, and the bombers and fighters were hammering Hainan Is-
land, Canton, Haiphong, and the above~mentiored targets of opportunity
in Indo-China, the Japanese had not chanced a single attack on a major
American base. This did aot mean, however, that their air force was
entirely inasctive. Quite to the contrary, they were busy every day
confusing the Chinese werning net and alerting American air fields,
Eaploying exactly the same circling tactics they had used against
Yurmanyi and Yurming late in April, their flights each day approached
within 60 to 100 miles of Kunming and then retired. Hach time the
pattern remained the same, even to the observation plane which hovered
above the formation. JAnxlously the Americans watched for them to make
a break for the Kunming airdrcmes. TFinally, on 15 May, they struck
with the heaviest assault yet made on an imerican base in the Asiatic
. theater. In all, they sent 30 twin-engine bombers and approximately

L0 Zeros. The net had given ample warning, probably 40 minutes. Four
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P-40's were in the air waiting for the bombers. .lihough they did not

prevent the enemy fron dropping their bombs the Shuarks did interfere
with the bonb run, As the planes left the target, even before they had
time to close their bomb bay doors, 22 more P-40's had established con-
tact. Hundicszpped by inability to veach the altitude of the topw-cover
Zeros, the P-40's conducted a rumning battle as the enemy withdrew on a
course of 230 degrees. Before they had gone beyond the range of the
american fighter planes the Japanese had leost 13 fighters and 2 boubers,
with an additional 8 fighters and 2 bombers probably knocked out.

As the personnel of the Kunming alrdrome picked themselves up out
of their bomb-spattered slit trenches and fox holes, they found that
onty three planes had been destroyed on the field--a B-2j which had
taxied up five minutes before the bombs landed, a B~25 being cannibalized
for spare parts, und an old Chinese trainer. Subseguent investigation
of the field disclosed nearly 20) bomb pits in & pattern which would
have blanketed the entire field if the bombs had not fallen short. The
original four P-40's had done their work well. The day following the
raid the American pilots listened with expressed amusement to a Tokyo
radic e¢laim that Japanese pilots had destroyed 20 American planes in the
ailr and on the ground.zo Aactually not a single plane had been lost in
the air during the melee. Iforecver, according to one tabulation, this
Japanese clain was almost three times as great as the number of planes
the Fourteenth Air Force had lost in the air for the past monih and a
half. In the six times they had engaged the enemy since 1 April the
Americans had lost only two pllots and seven planes. In the same peried
they had scored 60 confirmed kills plus an additional 38 probables. The

Japanese were winning v::.ctor:,es :Ln the air--but by redio rather than combab.
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. Chapter V

RICE BOWL CAMPATGN

During the early operations of the infant air force, and while
General Chennault was in Vashingbon attending the Trident Conference,
logistical plans and problems of repalr and maintenance of aireraft
had been thoroughly threshed out. In order to make maximum use of
Chinese ground men and keep .merican persomnel in China to a minimum
Genersal Chemneult haua recommended that ell fourth-echelon responsibil-
ities be retained in Indis and that no separate air service command be
created for the Fourteenth Alr Force. Furthermore, he suggested that
the single service command serving the Temth and Fourteenth be placed
under conirol of the theater commander. By this arrangement, he be-
lieved, facilities could be pooled and many difficu_.'l:bies which would
accompany the seiting up of a second air service command in the theater
could be a.voided.l He realized that when substantial increase was made

in the air foree in China another service command would be necessary,
but felt that the activation of certain other units at that time were
more important.
Tt was the opinion of the air staff, however, that the efficacy
of the policy of providing each air force with an air service command
N had been proved, and also that it would be unwise to wibhdraw the X
. fir Service Command from the Tenth Air Force and place it under the theater

comnznder .2 iny air force commander, said Brig. Gen. L. G. Saunders,
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Deputy Chief of Alr Staff, is seriously handicapped if the air service
command is removed from his command control. He proposed that an air
service command for China be taillored to meet the specific requirenments
of General Chennault and that fourth-echelon repzir continue as & func-
tion of the Tenth. Moreover, he concluded that General Stilwell should
direct the Tenth Air Force to furnish the Fourteenth the necessary
fourth-echelon logistical support, priorities to be established and con~
flicting reguirements to be resolved by the theater cumnander.3

During the Trident Conference final approval was given not only to
the material enlargement of the Fourteenth bub also to the rebullding of
the Chinese Air Force. Since it was agreed that the Fourteenth would
assume responsibility for the supply of the rejuvenated Chinese Alr Force,
General Chennaulbt was convinced of the immediate necessity of an air
service command for China. %hile still in VYashington he drew up a tenta-
tive mamning table for the Fourteemih Air Forge lAlr Service Command Head=-
guarters and made known what units would be needed. He said that no
attempt would be made to set up a parallel organigzation which would over-
lap or duplicate the service command of the Teath Air Force but that to
save persommel every effort would be made to sbtreamline the service
conmand of the Fourteenth and make 1t an integral part of the alr force .
Steps were taken imnmediately to provide additional personnel for the
projected organization, and on 19 May 1943 the XIV Air Service Command
was activated, with Brig. Gen. Julian B. Haddon, already in China, as
commanding general.5

Meanwhile the enemy in China was executing a vigorous counter-air

force plan. The intensification of assaulis on American bases late in
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April, coineiding almost to the day with General Chemnault's departure,

' soon took shave as an integral part of a ground offensive launched in
the Tungbing Lake region early in May. Presumebly the Japanese hopad
to insure successful execution of Gheir land operations by removing as
far as possible the threat of American air power. Apparently the enemy
reinforced the Tungting ares at the expense of the Hanoi-Hairhong regiocnm,
probably hoping that bad weather conditions would provide sufficient
protection from the American bombers. il any rate, on 24 April Chung~
king reported that 190 enemy planes had arrived in the Canton area.6
lLater combat and reconnaissance missions revealed that there were prac-
tically no aircraft in northern Indo-China, and ifew in the vicinity of
Canton., It is reasonable to believe, therefore, that the alrcraft which
arrived at Canton were en route to the Tungting Lake rice bowl from Indoe
China. This also seems to be borme out by the pattern of eneny air
attacks on American airdromes. Yunnanyil and Kunming were accessible to
Burma-based planes, and more than once were heavily attacked from that
direction. Hengyang, Lingling, Kienow, Kanchow, Suichwan, Liangshan,
Enshih, and other American and Chiness airfields to the north and east
were borbed repeatedly, but Kweilin, easily reached either from Canton
or Indo-China, was not attacked.

Despite Japanese avowsl of their intention to capture Chungking,
their exact objective is not clear. Chinese intelligence, however,

. thought that the advance had three major aimss’

i, To protect river traffic from Hankow to Ichang.

2. To obbain control of the rice-producing regions around
Tungbing Lake.

 — COMFIDENTIAL
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3. To draw Chinsse troops northward for the purpose of de-
pleting strength in the southern regions, making them
. more vulnersble to attack
Past experience with similar offensives substantiate the suppositions of
T the Chinese, In March, a fortnight campaign into the rice area had seri-
ously interrupted the planting season and destroyed a large parbt of the
valuabla stores in the Chinese trading centersg, With the approach of
the harvest season the Japanese now determined to supplement their
earlier work by reaping or destroying the portion of the rice crops es-
caping devastation as seedlings in the earlier spring drive. Such a
move, moreover, would bring with it the added advantage of opening the

way to Changsha, Ghinese "rice bin."8

The loss of Changsha would be
seriously felt by the American air units, for it served well as the
eyes and ears of the squadrons of the Fourbeenth stationed at Hengyang
and Lingling.

The aerial activity which followed the initiation of the land and
air offensive in the Tungbing Lake vieinity followed no definite plan,
but on both sides apparently consisted of a day-to-dsy selection of
targsts largely determined by the vicissitudes of the daily battles.
The Japanese were trying strenuously to gain air ascendancy by the de-
struetion of all American-used bases in range of the land operations.
Time after time they were successful in knocking out fields temporarily,
and thereby they cramped American assrial activity. Delayed-action
borbs were troublesome but benacious Chinese laborers rebullt landing
strips so rapidly that while operations were deterred they were never

. stopped.

The Americans, strengthened by arrival of 50—pdd P=4K'S and
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P-40iMts during 1t ,9 attempted by their asrial efforts to stop the
Japanese push toward Chungking and Changsha, but were foreed to take
counter-air force action to prevent being driven from their precari~
cusly held forward bases. Consequently they bombed and strafed enemy
ground positions, fought off enemy raiders when possible, and attacked
every enemy airdrome within their rangas.

In considerable part Japanese plans for the entire operabtion re-
volved about the key eity of Yochow located on the northeast corner of
Tungtinglake, As & railhead and river port, Yochow served as a collec-
tion and distribution point for the armed forces of the Japanese in
the whole region. Furthermore it stood as a guardian over rail, river,
and lake traffic between Hankow and Ichang. Consequently when the Jap
land offensive continued to make headway,ths American fighter-bombers
of the 23d Group gave it top billing on its bombing priority list. in
attempt to dive~bomb the city was made by the 7Ath Squadron on 21 May
but the effort was thwarted when three Zeros intercepted the fiight of
four P-40's 4,000 feet above the lake. Jettisoning their bombs the
Sharks scrambled with the Japanese fighters, damaging two and possibly
destroying a third, without damage to themselves.

O the 28th the 74th Fighter Sguadron gained a measure of revenge
for the rough handling they had recently received at Yummanyi when the
Japs had atbacked while all the imerican planes were on the ground.

At 1100 hours 12 P~40's dive-bombed Yochow without opposition. A4b 1630
another 12 P=40's carried out an even heavier dive-bombing attack on the
same target, again without molestation by enemy fighters. In this double
blow at the key point of the Japanese ground offens::.ve they destroyed one
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locomotive at the statlion, a train south of the station, Japanese head-
. quarters near the lske, and also a puppet headquarters. In all, about

200 Japanese were killed, including a lieutenant general arriving by
- train from Hankow to direct the offensive in the Yociiow region. The re-
sults were indeed gratifying, especially to the Chinese who lost no time
in expressing their usual appreciation for the attack.10 Accoxding to
General Glenn, the Chinese officers claimed that the raid had greatly
boosted the morale of the Chinese troops in that area.tt

Chinese ground resistance stiffened on the Tungbinglake front with

this raid, but the Japanese drive to the north in the Tchang and Itu
regions of the Yangtze valley had gained enough strength and momentum
by this time to pose a serious threat to Chungking, provisional capital
and symbol of resistance in China. By the last week in May, five Japanese
divigions had pushed up to the mountain gorges which form the gateway to
the ci'by.12 The situation had grown so acute that the Generalissimo sent
an urgent request to the Fourteenth for air-ground cooperation.13 Al-
though this did not appear to be a proper project for heavy bombers the
308th Group soon demonstrated that Gensral Chennault was not talking
idly at Trident when he said that enemy penetrablons along rivers could
be stopped by air power. On the 27th and 28th six B~-24's from the 374th
Squadron with three others from the 425th Squadron, attached for the
special operation, moved to Hsinching field in the Chengiu area. TFive
transports accompanied them to carry essential equipment, supplies, and
ground personnel. Taking only one day to complete preparations the nine
. heavies struck the ¢ity of Ichang the next day with 36,000 pounds of

bombs. In the absence oi‘ American f:.ghters’, Chinese fighters under two
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American officers gave excellent cover for the operation. About 70 per

cent of the bombs landed in the target area, damaging military and
supply installations so seriously, and interrupting communications along
the Yangbze so completely, that a Chinese countercoffensive begun the
following day pocketed & substantial part of the Japanese ground troops
and forced the remnant to retire in disorder.

Following up their advantage the next seven B-24's dropped 42 x 500-
pound bombs on Minvisible artillery positions" located for them by the
Chinese. None of the bomber crews could observe the results, bub the
Chinese subsequently reported that this mission was likewise successful. A
Japanese reaction to the raid seemed to corrcborate Chinese claims, for
they made a bold bid to regain the air initiative on the 31sh when the
B-24's from Chengtu came over to bomb the Kingmen alrdrome, approximately
50 miles noprtheast of Ichang. Since the bombardiers were unable to spot
the airdrome because of dense fog they flew to Ichang vhere 40 Zeros
intercepted the flight. In a running battle which developed durinz and
after the bomb run, the B-2i's knocked down one after another of the
attacking fighters. According to squadron reports 20 Zeros were con~
firmed, with five more counted as probables. Later reports from Chinese
Army men indicated that most if not all of the probables had also been
destroyed.15 This action marked a new record for fighter aircraft shob
down by heavy bombers in the China theater.16

TAth their air and ground offensive blunted, the Japanese began to
withdraw, Telegrams of congratulation, more laudatory than accurate,

poured in to Fourteenth Air Foree Headquarters. The following one is
17

typical:
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During the recent great campaign in Test Hupeh and North
Hunan Province, you have gained majestic prestige by many

. admirable feats and you have dealt hammering blows to our
eneny. The crushing onslaught of aggression has been
. dammed up and final victory for the United Katioms thus

assured., Ravished by your grand success, we are hereby
sending you our grateful congratulations.

Exaggeration, it should be remembered, seems to be inherent in the polite
expressions of the Chinese. Consequently such telegrams, indeed even
Chinese military claims, while often flattering and usually interesting,
should alwsys be read with caution. Antithetically, it is quite possible
that the Japanese had intended to withdraw as they had always done in
the past. It is trus, however, that by these missions the Americans
robbed the enemy of the air power needed by them to strafe and bomb
Chinese troops, supply dumps, and communications. With air ascendaney
in the hands of the imericans it wag the Japanese rather than the Chinese
who received severe punishment. If the enemy had planned to push on to
Chungking as they originally claimed, the loss of air ascendancy was
sufficient cause for them to alter their plans. Thatever the reason,
by the first week in June shortly after General Chennault returned to
China, the threat, real or imagined, to Chungking and Changsha was dis-
appearing, and for the time being, at least, the enemy was in retreat.
Padio Tokyo eclaimed on 2 June 313

The offensive operations carried out between the western sector

of Tungbinglake and the Ichang llountain areas that began early

in May were cowpleted with full attainment of their objectives

and each unit has returned to its former regiment.

To the exclusion of all other combuat aerial activity during the

. first week of June, the fighter-bombers and the mediums which had moved

easbward on 23 May exploited to the full extent of their available
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strength the land wnd alr advantage they had wrested from the Japanese.
. JAth commendable persistence the imericsn flyers harassed the enemy
troops as they lumbered back with their iapedimenta from the front lines.
The dive-~bombing Sharks temporarily disrupted train service between
cuchang and Yochow by severing railroad bridges in the Yanglowbung re-
gion, They sank some of the motor launches and barges crammed with troops
trying to escape across Tungbing Lake to the safety of more stable lines
to the north. Troop columns winding along the road near Changyang and
at Paiyang were machine~gurmed. At Pailiuchi the level-bombing Mitchells,
operating temporarily out of nweilin and Hengyang, tore up installations
and the landing field. Fighter planes fired a headquarters buildine at
Yanglowtunz &s well as & barracks at Tangyang. Jmmunition dumps, motor
rools, and oil storazge devots were destroyed wherever they could be
found, Bubt on & June attention was turned briefly to snother sector of
the theater. )

(n that day informution revealing bthe presence of 15 freighters in
the harbor at Haiphong offered the Fourteenth Air Force a rich enough
target to warrant the temporary suspensiocn of coxbat flights in the
Tungting Lake area, In & corbined operation 17 B-Z2i's of the 425th,
373d, and 375bh 3guadrons, six B-25's of the 1lth Squadron, and 17 P-4kOt's
of the 7Lth and 75th Squa:rons were dispatched for the French Indo=China
coast and Haiphong. Before reaching the objective, however, the for
mation encountered heavy overcast and thunderstorms which forced them
to abandon their primary targets and to seek out instead the seccndary

. targets of Hanoi and Honsay. Only the sirking of a 7,000-ton freighter,

later confirmed,l‘? made the mission worth the heavy consumption of
e
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precious gesoline required for the operation. JAlthough the unpredictable

65

. vagaries of the westhexr had cheated the men of their prize, they still

. clung avidly to the hore of catehing the freighters the next day, .Jigain
the Halphong mission wus scheduled but again inclement weather inter-
vened and it hsd to be canceled. In 24 hours, six inches of rain had
transformed the FKunming airfield into a lake, miring the heavy bombers.
45 it turned out, the monsoons which in southern China begin in June,
washed out all B-24 combut missions for the rest of the month. Dampened
in spirits at thc gloomy prospect the 308th aguin took on the laborious,
uninspiring, but vitally necessary chore of hauling freight over the
hump, (n these cargo flights the Likerators were protected by the 1éth
Fighter Squadron from Yummanyi, which in addition to its daily ferry
patrel carried out from 9 to 1l June & series of sirafing and boribing
raids on Kualong, Lungling, Lameng, ‘Janling, Teng chung, and other tar-
gets along the Salween Gorge and the Burma Road.

In the meantime at Kweilin, Lingling, and Hengyang, in the face of
adverse elements, the fighters of tke 74th and 76th Sguadrons resumed
their raids on objectives north of Changsha., From 9 June to the end of
the month, fighting the weather more often than the enewy, the squadrons
performed with moderdte success five udssions comprising 2L sorties
against targets of opportunity at Ttu, Yochow, Shasi, Puchi, and Hienli.
But during the period the enemy frequently dealt in kind. On 10 June
they hit the importunt buse at Hengyang. Eight I-97 (Sally) twin-engine
bombers succeeded in making their bomb run at 5,000 feet with a top
. cover of 16 Tighters 1,000 feet above, but were immediately contacted by

11 P-40's, Ihile the ensuing engagement was conbinuing,a second flight
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of 15 Zeros sneaked in at 1,000 feet but were immediately engaged by

. seven other P-40's which had taken off during and following the first
- attack. ‘shen the finzl score was checked it was found that one bomber
- was destroyed and three fighters and another bomber probably destroyeda

Later the Chinese confirmed the destruction of three of the probables.
The borbing had not been accurate, the fleld escaping with little damage
when all the bombs fell to the east. Nine fighters took off from Ling-
ling to lend assistance bubt were never able to make an interception.

On the same day (10 June) nine enemy bombers escorted by 17 fighters
attacked the outlying field a2t Kienow. Neeting with no fighter opposi~
tion they aimed their missiles deliberately and wilh a high degree of
accuracy. Seventy boubs rained on the field, 20 of them striking the
runway. Six hours after the attack 40 of the bombs had not exploded.

The following day the Japanese abtbucked at will installations at
Siang Siang and Changsha, but three days later 8 P=-40's exacted a large
toll when they caught 19 bombers with s 20-plane escort flying along
leisurely 25 miles southwest of Nanchang. They were a.purently heading
toward tKanchow and Suichwan, american-used fields known to be undefended
by fighter planes, but alert spotters wurned Hweilin in time for pilots
from that field to establish an advantageous contact with the raiders.
This cost the enemy eight fighters, with two probables and one damaged,
while only one imerican plane sustained damage. Undoubtedly the Americans
themselves had provoked this enemy raid for on the preceding day they had
made a low=level attack on Hanchang with 11 ?Titchells and 14 P-4Qts.

. From 15G feet they had dropped 132 x 100-pound bombs. with 85 per cent

of the release in the 'barge'b area, the bombardiers hit-‘repeatedly in
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gseveral instancesw--runways, revetments, and hangars, destroying 10
. trucks, 4 aireraft, 2 gasoline dumps, and kiiling an estimated LU Japa-
- nese soldlers and a number of Chinese laborers.
During the renainder of the monbth the mediums of the 1lth Sguadron
mounted three attacks, all at the request of Chinese ground officers.
The 11th Sguadron, transferred to Kweilin temporarily late in May,
finally moved intc that base on a permanent basis. They were able, how-
aver, to use Hengyang for some of their operations, giving them a much
greater range to the north. On 15 June this squadron achieved excel~
lent results in the bombing of Ouchihkou, situated on the Yangtze 36
miles south of Shasi; the second rald, six days later, againsi enemy
positions near Shihshow, was likewise a success., But the third, in the
afternoon of the same day, turned out to be one of those fateful ironies
of war that sometimes plague the best military plans and intentions.
Owing perhaps to the similarity of terrain and the inaccuracy of maps,
a flight of eight B-25's mistakenly attacked the Chinese town of Nanhsien
instead of the Japanese stronghold of Hwajung.zc As 3 result of the
error two Chinese officers, three soldiers, and 50 civilians were killed.zl
Shortly after this bombing accident the weather blanked out the remaining
operations scheduled for the month.

Statistically June did not measure up to the sortie and bomb expend-
iture record of llay. During May the Fourteenth had .dropped 121 tons of
bombs in 936 sorties, while in June inclement weabher, gasoline shortage,
and the necessity of keeping close defense on air bases cut the number

. of sorfies to 748 and the bomb tomnage to 67.22 Yot, strategically,

June could be considered quite a successful month. The squadrons at
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advanced bases had continued to slug it out with the enemy while at the
same time dealing punishment to the enemy air force and their bases.
They definitely established the fact, frequently guestioned by some
military strategists, that, isolated as they were, the/ could absorb all
the punishment the enemy was cupable of handing out and yet continue
their own operations. There was no longer any question of their having
to retreat %o the Kunming region as they had done earlier in the year.
“Hith the Japanese offensive on the wane and the ensmy unable to oust
the imericans from the advanced bases, the Fourteenth could, in July,

devote its attention to strategic btargets, particularly shipping.
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Chapter VI

JULY OPZIATIONS - SEA SEARCHES

When General Chennault first suggested that the Ssmerican air units
in China be separated from the Tenth, strengthened, and made a separate
air force, he stated that such an arrangement would have the advantage
of permitting operations north of the Yangtze and attacks on Japanese
shipping along the coast. The Tungting Lake campaign of May-June had
already ushered in American aerial activity north of the Yangtze; July
was to mark the initiation of offensive action against enemy coastal
shivping by heavy borbers.

It had been recognized at the time of the Trident Conference thak
if tl:;e destruction of enemy vessels became a serdious threat fto Japanese
norbh~south lines of communication, retalistion could be expected in the
fora of enemy land ofrensives against advanced Amerlcan bases as well
as serious counter-air force acktion, The older F=K0B's and P-40Ets in
the fighter squadrons were slowly being renlaced by later model P-40K's
and P-iOi's,t and when the Chungking-Chengsha drive and the accompanying
counter-air force action was safely weathered, General Chennauli believed
the Fourteenth strong enough fo risk retaliation by turning attention to-
ward the coastal areas of China and French Indo-China.

During the months of Hay and June General Davison had been conducting

an investigution in China Yto determine the practicability of operating
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against Japanese commerical shivping.! His careful analysis of the

. theater situation uncovered certain underlying factors basic to a con-
- sideration of the problem. To him, the ground armies in China seemed
LT to be stalemated for the present at least, with the enemy in possession
of rorthern China, the Yangbze valley up to ILchang, and a number of
ports such as amoy, Hong Xong, Foochow, Swabtow, and Canbon. In some of
these places he found that Japanese holdings were extremely precarious,
especially along rivers and railways, and sporadic forays by fhinese
guerillas and fmerican flyers occasionally disrupbed these communications.
Beyond this threat to communications, however, the lack of equipment in
the re ular Chinese Aymy forestalled any determined Chinese land offensive
in the thewber aimed &b recovering tlieir lost territory.<

Only in the air did the allies have the power to prosecute a vigorous
offensive againgt the euemy. By direecbing its aerisl strengbh against
one of the most vulnerable parts of the Japanese war machine, the river
and ocean weyrchant mariae, General Davidsom, like Gemeral Chemnault, be~
lieved that the Fourteenth air Force could help immeasurably in weakening
dapan's tenuous hold on its wartime empire. IMuch of the shipping, parti-
cularly for the war effort in China, Burma, and the letherlands East
Indles, passed zlong the China coast within easy reach of long-range planes
operating from existing bases in China. .Jmerican submarines were already
reported to have been sinkinz ships off the China coast a& a rate greater
than the replacexsent capacity of the enemy. By hitting the merchant
marine the Fourteenth would not only contribute to an increased attrition
. rate through thke sctual sinking of ships but would also aid the efforts

of Jmerican submarines by foreing enemy ships out beyond the protection
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of the coastal shelf and into the deep water where United States undere

. seas craft could get at them. Cn the lakes and rivers of central China
N the fighter-bombers of the 23d Fighter Group had already begun the pro-
- cess of whittling dovn Japanese inland merchant marine through dive

bombing and strafing., General Davidson's proposal seemed to contain
fruitful possibilities for the fubure employment of Fourteenth iir Force
power.3

Toward the immediabte traunslation of this promising suggestion into
rewarding action, General Chennzult forthwith advised the heavy bomber
group and the mediun bomber sguadron that shipping and harbor installa~
tions would have first priority on the target docket for the month of
July. Vith the toprential rains and heavy overcast of June still holding
the China coast and American bases in its grip, the bombers were com-
pelied to postpone the inavguration of the new program until the second
weelt of the month when the cloud bank gave promise of 1ifting. Capital=-
izing on this and every subsequent break in the overcast during the
month the bombers struck again and aguin at their assisgned targets.
After a bombing attack of uncertain results on Failiuchi on 6 July the
11lth Squadron, recently moved to Kweilin, opened the new campaign of
sea sedarches with an sbtack on the harbor ot Canton. .Although the in-
tention was to hit shipping at the ‘thampoa Docks with nine B=25!s and
2l P-40's, two fighters and two boabers aborted before reaching the
target. The remainder, bombing through 9/10 broken clouds at 17,500
feet, concentrated their 42 x 500-pound explosives on three large motor
. vessels ranging from 6,000 to 10,000 tons. lith observation obscured

by overhanging clouds the bombardiers could not determine the extent of
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the damage. Iater intelligence, however, lifted the veil of uncertainty

and credited to the 1lth Scusdren the sirking of an 8,000-ton carge

transport, the Tahatiho Maru, together with her brood of 10 lighters.

In repulsing the interceptors, who tried not too aggressively to crack
the formation, the lwerican fighters added two nore planes to their
confirmed column, with four more listed as probables.l*

With this raid the USAAF, operating in Ciina for almost one year,
brought the total number of Japanese aircraft destroyed to 342--242 in
aerial combat and 100 on the ground. leunwhile the ‘merdcans had lost
only 30 olanes in the air and 13 on the ground--a rabtio of better than
g to 1.7

In the Vhampoa raid the enemy had been given only 2 warning of the
destructive capabilities of the hewvy bombers. Loaded with 66,000
pounds of explosives 22 B=-2i's departed frem Chengkung at 1000 on & July
to boub shirping, docks, cement works, and other installations at Hai~
phong. =n route they picked up an escort of 13 P-40's from Kwellin.
Borbs from six of the planes gutted an 3,000~ton ireighter in the stream
off the docks. The remaining planes placed 60 per cent of their missiles
on the cement works, demolishing two warehouses.

‘n unusnal incident of the mission earned for the pilot and gunner
of the B-24 Yudfisgh an oak leaf cluster to the DFC, and the soldier's
medzl, respectively. Just as thelr plane had lifted itself from the end
of the runway on the take-off it clipped a steamroller, shablering the
nose-wheel gear of the plane and leaving the wheel danglirg loosely in
the air. The pilot, however, elected to continue on the mission. The

dangling wheel, he knew, would tag the Liberator as a criople and
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openly invite the constant attenbtion of all enemy fighters. So from
. Chengkung to the vieinity of Hanoi the gurmer itried in vain to disengage
the telltale evidence of distress. Finally, in desperation, he lowered
hirself without a marachute through lhe gaping hole, and hanging with
both hands jumped on the wheel until it broke loose. Then came the bomb
run, the trip back hore, and the problem of making a landing wikhout
a nose vheel. Three quarters of an hour out of Chengkung the pilot
orderad all movable equipment piled inthe rear of the plane in order
to make the nose as light as possible. After making sure thab all crew
members had wrapped themselves in hesvy flying togs to cushion the crash
landing the pilot slowly nosed in. 1iith gas gone and englnes cut, the
tudfish responded beautifully to the deft hand of the pilot, settling
down on her tail and dragging to a stop--a perfect landing.6
Continuing their sea searches 14 B=-2i's left Chengkung on the gray
morning of 10 July to seek out shioping tarpgets of onportunity in the
Haiphong-Hongay area. Expending a total of 62 x 500-pound and 10 x 1p00-
pound bombs with 6 incendiary clusters mixed in, the Liberabtors smashed
dock installations, including a dry dock, warehouses, a cement plant ab
Haiphong, & smelter at Guangyen, northeast of the city, and a railroad
yard near longay. One plane in the second flight salvoed its bombs on
a large freignter roughly estimated at 7,000 tons, lying in the stream
opsosite the cenent plant. U"Two hits were observed, one fore and one
. after the ship, with a great enough distance between to allow the pre-
sumption thut the two bombs not observed striking the water struck the
. ship.“7 with this evidence snd in the light of later reports there is

reason to assume that the ship was actually sunk.
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Results the next day of a six-plane mission over the Haiphong-

. Delong Bay area were less doubtful. The first flight scored eight
near misses on a 300-foot tanker in the bay south of Haiphong. Think-

- ing this insufficient to sink the vessel two of the planes peeled off
almost like P-38%s, and in an unfamiliar maneuver for heavy bombers,
strafed the ship at a level of 25 to 75 feebt. lachine-gun pellets
spattered across the deck as each plane swept in below mast~height,
Recornaissance pictures later showed the ship to be submerged with only
a part of its superstructurs protruding above the surface. The second
wave flying over Campha-Port at 77,000 feet spoited a 200-foot mine~
layer and a 280-faot cargo vessel tied up at the docks. Fanning out
for individual attacks they directed a total of 8 x 1,000~pound bombs
at these ships; one exploded on the stern of t{he mine-layer, three
landed in the water, and itwo on the dock; the others were not observed.
Sinee both of these ships were later discovered by guerillas and photo
reconnaissance to be in a damaged condition the near misses evidently
had been effsctive .3 As the planes pulled away one of the Liberator
pilots sighted a 7,000~ton cargo vessel creeping cantiously along in
open water 12 miles south of Campha-Port. With its last remaining
thousand-pounder the heavy made its bomb run over the ship. The migsile
plummeted inbo the waber 100 feet to the right of the freighter,and the
ship, apparently none the worse for the bombing, pushed out from under
the bomb spray and continued on its course.

Heanwhile, the same day, four other planes of the 308th bombed
. Kunlong ferry on the Salween River in response to a request by the

Chinese Army. Their intelligence had reported large concentrations of
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dapanese troops fording the river preparatory to an offensive in that
area, Although the flyers were unable to detect any activiiy around
the ferry they nevertheless loosed their bombs on the area, aiming
carefully at the barracks, and then flew back to their base, disappointed
at the absence of the Japanese and convinced that they had been deceived
by the exaggarated fears of the Chinese. Several weeks later, however,
the Kunlong raiders learned from eyewibness accounts which filtered
back through the warning net that they had been credited with killing
300 Japanese and destroying cne rice depot, one oil dump, and several
boats on the ra.id.9

Cn the final raid of the week, 12 July, seven B-24's blew up a
freighter in Dalong Bay, and left another, about 250 feet in length,
burning. A secondary explosion occcurring shortly after the crew had
azbandoned the ship probably doomed the stricken vessel. The second
flight, with equal good fortune, caught a 300-foot freighter docked at
Campha~Port with one direct hit and several near misses. When the planes
swooped low to strafe the ship 10 minubes later it was already sinking
with one side completely under water. The Liberators spread the rest of
their borbs and skells over railroad yards, shops, dock installations,
locomotives, and a lighthouse. Five direct hits on the power plant cut
off for an indefinite period the principal source of clestrical power
for the docks, transportation faecilities, and coal mines of Hongay and
(}a.mpha.--Pt:n:'!'...3'0

During the week of 7 to 13 July clearing skies had enabled the heavy
and mediuvm bombers to underwrite in combat the findings and conclusions

of the Davidson report on sea searches from Chinese bases. In substan-
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tiation thereof they had sunk in the Canton and Haliphong-Hongay areas

. five ships approximating 25,000 tons, in addition to an 8,000~ton
freighter gutted and another 7,000-ton vessel presumably sunk. In the

- same waters five other vessels had sustained damage, with two of them
totaling 15,000 tons probably cut of service for a long time.

Not one American plane was lost in all these missions., Indeed,
only once, on 7 July, did the American planes encounter any fighter
opposition, and in that instance the enemy challenge was numerically
small and aggressively weak. Feeling reasonably secure against enemy
fighter attacks the 308th had made an unusual departure from the custo-
mary Chennault procedure during the week by flying all its sea searches
except its initial raid on 8 July entirely unescorted. In part this
change may have been occasioned by the knowledge of how the Japanese
warning net around the Haiphong-Hanol area worked. Supposedly this
district received warnings of aprroaching aireraft from five to 30
minutes before they appeared over the targeb. According to Chinese in=-
formation, howsver, it was more frequently only five to 10 minutes .ll

Limited photo reconnaissance permitted by clearing weather had also
failed to reveal more than a very small nunber of fighter alrcraft in
northern Indo-China. Regardless of the reason, no escort was used and
no interdiction attempted except as stated,

For the next five days the Chinese weather in one of its most
sullen moods displayed such a wholly uncooperative attitude toward the
bomber boys" that the crews wisely decided to restrict their activities
. to repairing and reconditioning their planes, replenishing their dwind-

ling supplies, and most lmportant of all, resting. HMeanwhile the
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fighters from Yunnanyi, Kweilin, Kurming and Lingling had braved the
weather to keep constant lookout for eneny activity. They ranged over
Burma, the TungtirglLake area, toward Canton, and toward Haiphong, bomb-
ing and strafing various targets when they were able to distinguish
them through the soupy fog.

On 13 July the weather lifted its heavy hand and permitted the re-
sumption of the Haiphong-Hongsy shivping flights. Bmploying seven
planes with 42 x 500~-pound bombs the 308th scored several hits that day
on a floating dry deek, on a warehouse, and on the building adjacent.
A1l the bombs aimed at a large vessel, the primary objective, missed
their mark. One plane, however, managed to toggle its bombs into a con-
centration of barges huddled together in the harbor of Hongay. As tlw
thoroughly battered barges slipped beneath the surface the oil slicks
which bubbled up and stained the water over a wide area revealed their
contents. In this raid there was no interception and very little flak,
and all planes returned tc base without damage.

The next day only four B-24's appeared over Haiphong for a second
chance at the ship which had escaped destruction the day before. In-
accuracy had saved it then, and now dense clouds and a harbor fog had
thrown a protective blanket over the area. Forced to abandon the quest
for their shipping prize they selected instead the Haiphong cement works.
Bombing through overcast the boibardiers could not be certain that they
had hit the factory. Their fear of failure, however, was allayed one
month later when a U,.S. naval liaison officer received information from
a "most reliable source" indicating that the Japanese had "advised firms,

usually depending on the cement output of the Haiphong plant, to place
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their orders early and elsewhere, as the Haiphong plant . . . [had] met
with an aceident and was no longer operating on a produciion basisg, 112
The Japanese explanaticn of the bottleneck was apparently not without a
touch of understatement.

Sinca the initiation of the Fourteenth 4ir Force program against
the Japanese merchant marine early in July only sea-going vessels had
felt the pinch of attrition. This perforee had been handled slmost
wholly by heavy borbers., 4s a complement to thelr work the Hengyang
fighters of the 76th Squadron on 21 July applied pressure on inland
shipping with a sweep against river vessels plying the Hankow-Yochow
waterways. Shooting 8,500 rounds of small ammunition the strafers ex=
ploded boilers in a 60-foot tug and a 150-foot steamer at Senti. Fire
immediately enveloped both of the boats. Near Puchi a locomotive and
and two 30,000~gallon water tanks were riddled and destroyed. FPerhaps
these river raids would have continued if it had not been for the uneasy
feeling, probably inspired by Chinese rumors, that after such a long
layoff the enemy was probably ready to launch another series of attacks
on imerican advanced bases. Extensive reconnaisssnce, however, failed
to locate any concentration of enemy airerafi., On 19 July imerican
aireraft ranged as far as Shanghal, reporting excellent targets, which,
however, were out of range of the mediums, and the heavies could not use
existing bases near enough to that objective., On 22 July the airdromss
at Tangrang, Ichang, Shasi, Kingmen, Pailiuchi, and Yochow were recon-
noitered but no aireraft were found on any of them.

On the following day, however, the Japanese suddenly forsook their

defensive policy and struck from bases which obviously had been recon-
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noitered. In a supreme effort to wipe ocut the bases in eastern China
. they delivered attacks and attempted attacks almost continuously over a
- three~day period from bases to the east and northeast of Tungbing Lake.
Spreading their well=-coordinated assaults over most of the American
bases along the Hankow-Haiphong railway line the Japanese hoped %o
divide and weaken American interceptor strength, thereby preventing any
concentrated opposition to their raids by the two fighter sguadrons
available for the defense of the area. At 0710 on the 234 seven enemy
planes swooped in at the undefended and rarely used base at Kienow and
churned up the runmway with huge bomb bursts, Ten minutes later the
first of two waves of enemy aircraft consisting of 20 bombers and a cover
of 25 fighters barreled into Hengyang where the few P-40's were caught
on the ground by the sudden onslaught. At 0830 a second wave of 18
bombers continued the cascade of bombs on Hengyange UWith a display of
accuracy heretofore not too much in evidence the Japanese showered 12
bombs on the runway, smashed the alert shack with a direet hit, and
severed all communications with other bases. ¥orty miles north of
Hengyang the P-40's of the 76th made contact with the second enemy forma-
tion. Meanwhile 9 other P-40's from Lingling plus 6 sent from Kweilin
intercepted a flipght of 18 enemy bombers and 4O fighters about 30 miles
" south of Lingling, the Japansse apparently expecting all the fighters
to be drawn northward to defend Hengyang. Unexpectedly confronted by
- the American force the would-be raiders jettisoned their bombs, winged
over, and fled. ids a result of these contacts ¢ Zeros and 5 bombers
were destroyed, 12 Zeros and 7 bombers probably destroyed, and 6 Zeros

and 3 bombers damaged. The Americans lost three fighters in crash lande
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ings and. one by bombing,while one was shot up so as to reguire local re-
. pair. General Chernault attributed the mébility to defend Hengyang to
- a lack of fighter units, the 76th Squadron alone being inadequate to
defend bobh Lingling and Hengyang against determined enemy abtacks.
orsover he expressed fear after the raid that if enemy bowbings per-
sisted in such strength the results at Lingling and Kweilin might
duplicate those at Hengyang where the field had been rendered unusable
for a week.

The following morning the Japanese pattern of attack continumed to
unfold. Feinting at Eweilin with & diversionary action the enemy assaulted
Lingling and Hengyang in force. These tactics prevented the consolidation
of American forces by alerting and clearing all the fields. The Z1 bombers
and 20 to 30 fighters over Lingling approached the field on a south-north
run at an altitude of 22,000 feel with the escorting fighters stacked up
at heights ranging from 23,000 feet to 30,000 feet. Composed of seven
elements of three planes each the bombers flew a tightly formed "V of V's."
The lead element with its two wing elements occupied a position slightly
ahead of the other planes creating an almost line-abreast formation.

Over the target the escorting Zeros broke into a "bee~hive® on the sunward
side of the bombers, giving the planes close support by "weaving, diving,
zooming, crossing and recrossing" the formation. To counter thif. the
P-}0's made long, shallow dives, veering toward the unprotected side of
the bombers, then pulling up sharply and attacking the bombers from ihe
pottom rear.=> Japanese tail gunners opened fire at foo long range for
. the stinger to have much effect on the P~40's. With this method of inter—

ception the Sharks accounted for seven Zeros abt Kweilin as well as three
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Zeros and three bombers at Lingling, with one bomber probably destroyed
and geveral demsged. The imericans lost only one P40 and one P-38 but
11 other P-A0's were damaged by enemy fire. The fighters, however, had
not prevented the enemy bombers from damaging the field although it re-
mained partially wsable. Later in the day seven B-25's attempted to
catch Japanese raiders returning to their fields around Canton but were
forced to turn back from their targets by heavy thunder storms. He-
connaissance to the north and east now revealed more than 75 enemy air-
eraft on the airdromes at Harkow and Wuchang,

On 25 July, with Hengyang unusable and I;ingling partialiy knocked
out, the Japanese shifted their hammering blows from the fields along
the Hankow-Haiphong railway to Shaoyang and Chihkiang Jjust west and
slightly north of Hengyang. Since neithexr of the fields maintained a
fighter defense the 52 Japanese planes enjoyed uninterrupted approaches,
bomb runs, and withdrawals. Hotwithstanding this complete freedom of
action the field at Shaoyang suffered only inconsequential damage, but
at Chihkiang 15 direct hits on the air strip with an additional 10
scattered alongside damaged the field to such an extent that consider-
able time would be taken to restore it to service.

The Americans, however, did not allow this strike to go completely
wchallenged. Taling off ab Hengyang where coolies had worked feverishly
after the raid of the 23d to make the landing strip usable, 9 B-25's,

2 P=-38's, and 15 P-40's dropped 26 clusters of frags and 36 x 230-kilo-
gram general-purpose bombs on the dispersal areas and shops at Hankow,
presumably the base from which the Japanese attack had been mounted

earlier that day. This raid was i‘ollowed by another the next day in

1 - '—‘-A_f-.A____
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# 8ix of the 25 P=-38'sg from'floi"gl';fﬁ.f}'ib'a ari"iv'ed“'i’ril“china during July 1943,
the remainder arriving in midm See pp. 90-91.
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which 4 B=25's accampanied by 12 P-40's again struck the revetments

a2

. and hangars at Hankow. Unlike the raid on the day before when no fighters
’ appeared to oppose them, the formation was jumped by 30 to 50 Zeros. For
- 115 miles the enemy continued to bore into the B-25's and P-40's, It al-
most seemed as if the Japamese pilots were anxious to test in combat a
new set of tactics they had recently adepted. Employing a six~plane
concerted attack the Zeros maneuvered into a position appreaching from
dead ahead to an altitude ranging from 1,500 to 2,000 feet higher than
the B=-25's., When even with the bombers ths Zeros executed a roll at
intervals of two to three seconds and dived vertically on the bombers,
leveling off at approximately 1,000 feet below the quarry. From this
point they pulled up and delivered attacks from 5 and 7 o'clock.:u*
They maintained this alternating attack for the entire 115 miles.
By that time the squadron leaders apparently felt the tactics had been
tested sufficiently to judge their effectlveness. If the Japanese
military weighed the results honestly only one reading was possibls.
On one side were 1) Japanese planes destroyed with an additional 17
aceounted as probables. To counterbalance this the Americans had lost
only one P-40, with three B-25's victims of only minor battle damage.
Meanwhile .on this day as .on the preceding day (25 and 26 July),
the Japanese pilots singled out the undefended base at Kienow as thelr
target, but after flying 46 uncontested sorties and scoring many hits
on the runway 200 meters of the field still remained usable.
it had now been a little more than a week since the last sea-
. search mission of the 308th had been flomn. As noted above, American
activity during that time had been confined mainly to defense of aire
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dromes. On the 27th, however, the 308th was once again ready to take

. the air. Fifteen of the heavies were assigned shipping targets in the
- Samah Bay region of Hainan Islend. 4n account of the mission showed
. five near misses and a direct hit on the stern of a 3,500-ton ship which

was observed listing and smoking; a direct hit on the deck of a 5,000~

ton ship, and also five near misses; two near misses on a siiip 250 feetb

long; and four hits on the warehouse and dock area. Ten minutes after

the bomb run 25 to 30 black-painted enemy fighters, several of which

were identified by pilots as the Messerschmitt type, attacked the bombera.l5

Thirteen of them wore desiroyed in an intenss battle. Those crew menbers

who had participated in the Chengtu operations over Ichang in May report-

ed that these enemy pilots were better flyers and better gumners, Results

indicated as much; every one of the Liberators had suffered some damage,

yebt in no case was the damage serious enough to prevent a return to home

base. OCne plane having lost one engine over the target succeeded in

limping back to KEwming on three engines. Over the field the pillot

shouted to the bombardier to get out of the nose of the plane as he was

going to crash~land. Misunderstanding the order as being one to abanden

the plane the bombardier jumped from an altitude of 500 feet, landing

only a few hundred yards from his barracks, Although aglready wounded

in the calf of the leg as a result of the alr battle he suffered no

further injuries from his low=lsvel jump.16
While the Liberators were abbacking Samah Bay on 27 July, six B-25's

and 14 P~40's were trying to bomb a 500-foot ship in the Hong Kong hare

. bor, but with little success, as all the bombs fell short of their mark.

Another raid the following day brought no better results. On the 29th
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18 B-24's with an escort and top cover of 12 P-40's and 3 P-38's tried
their aim on the same objective. They made one direct hit on a 203-foot
vessel in the Royal Navy Dry Dock; three direct hits on the docks 230
feel west of thet dock; three direct hits on jotties 1,200 feet west of
the Royal Navy Dock; a hit on a building south of the dry dock; six
bursts on the Taiko dock area; and destroyed barges and buildings at
Kowloon. Strangely enough only two Zeros attempted to defend the harbor.
There are two plausible explanations for the presence of such an insigni-~
ficant force over so important a target. The Zeros may have been away
on a routine patrol at the time of the strike, or the two which were air~
borne may have been spotters aiding the ack-ack gunners in gauging the
altitude, using the same air-ground cooperation employed frequently by
the Germans in the Middle East in defense of airdromes and harbors.

Cne Zero and one P-40 were shot down in the skirmish over the target and
one B~2) was lost when it crashed in a rice paddy just a few minutes
flying time out of Kurming-~the first Liberator lost on a combat mission
since the 308th Group had started operations in China.

This concluded American offensive operations for July. The Japanese
for their part ended their aerial offensive of the month against American
air bases with attacks on Kienow and Hengyang the same and following day.
On 29 July they scored 13 hits on Kienow. In their atdack against Heng~
yang at the same time the Japanese introduced a new approach. Realizing
that Hengyang, unlike Kienow, would be hotly contested by fighters, the
eneny sent 25 bombers southward toward the field. Some miles north of
the airdrome the flight turned back. In coordination with this maneuver

a second flight of 23 bombers and 30 Zeros slipped in and attacked the
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field. Four P=40t's intercepted, destroying one ensmy plane and probably

destroying three more, bub did not prevent the bombers from dropping
their explosives on the field. With sinilar tacties the next day the
eneny sent in a flight of 30 Zeros as a decoy. Two waves of bombers
followed a few minutes later. Forty-five miles north of the field the
first wave of bombers turned back. In the meantime a second wave com-
posed of 24 bombers flew a parallel course 60 miles east of the railroad,
swinging into Hengyang from the east at 0919 hours. Alertness on the
part of American pilots caused the elaborate ruse to fall completely.

At 20,000 feet over the base 7 P-40's cut into a flight of Zeros while

9 other fighters pursued the 24 bombers north of the field. In all, the
Apericans destroyed 3 bombers and 14 fighters, with an additional bomber
and 6 Zeros probably shot down. The Americans log*b one P-40 on the
ground and one in combat. Two cthers were damaged by gunfire, one quite
geriously.

During the month the Fourteenth had carried out 1,016 sorties com-
pared with the 743 of the preceding month, and had dropped 191 tons of
oombs (more than 2 4/5 times the weight dropped in June). Forty-one
thousand tons of ahipping were sunk and 35,000 tons damaged. The counter=-
air force record of the American units in China from 4 July 1942 to 4 Aug-

ust 1943 now stood at:

Enemy losses in air iz
Enemy losses on ground 139
Total destroyed L51
Probably destroyed 166
American losses in air 36
American losses on ground 15
Total imerican losses 51
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Chapter VIX

. REINFORCEMENT PLANS ~= AUGUST OPERATIONS

" At the Trident Conference in May, the middle of July had been
nawed as the debe by which the Fourteenth Air Force would be rein-
forced by one medium bombordment squedron end two fighter squadrons.

At the end of July none of the new squedrons hed arrived., Insteed

of bringing subatentlal reinforcements July hed witnessed a gradual
whittling eway of the already meager aireraft strength in Chine, es-~
pecially fighter plenese Although 98 fighter ajrcraft, meny of them
P=~40K's and P-40M'a, hed been added to the Fourteenth during May,

June, and July, the number om hend on 1 August wes exactly the same ss
the number present on 1 May, for exactly 98 plenes had been losi
during the three months-~some worn out, some destroyed in combat, some
on the ground, end others in accidents on routine flights. OF the 92
fighters on hand for the four fighter squadrons, however, only €4 were
servicoeble, an average of 16 per tscr.a.o.drcm.l Only by & near miracle
had they been able to cerry out their several missions--protesting the
eastern snd of the eerisl supply line, flying escort to bombers, straf=
ing and bombing enemy tergets, snd preventing Jepenese alr attacks from
rendering thelir major bases untensble. s yet the ostensible interest
in improvement of the military situsiion in the Asiatic theater shown

. by both British and Armerican leaders at Caessblancs snd Trident hed not

brought succor to the Fourteenthe
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Despite the superlative performance of the American airmen daily opera-
tional losses inexorably ate away at the small reserve of American planes.
By the end of July attrition had reduced the number of fighter aircraft
in serviceable condition to & dangerous low of bk, distributed as follows:
Yunnanyi 13, Kunming 18, kweilin 15, Lingling 9, and Hengyang 9. It was
apparent thab only the arrival of replacements or more fighter squadrons
could prevent the ignominy of another withdrawal from the all-imporbant

bases at Hengyang, Lingling, and EKweilin.
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Deplorable as the conditions of the alr units were, they were
comprehensibie. The discussicns at the conferences had not been
purely scedemic, but it was cleerly understood that the Asistie
theater would receive only so much militsry perscnnel end materiel
as was necessary to melntein the stetus guo, plus whetover residue
remained after commitments to other higher-priority thesters, es-
pecially the Europesn Theater, had been met. Full=-scale military
operstions in the CBI was & consideration for the indefinite Ffuture
when the denouement of the war with Germany should come, snd when
something more then sx infinitesimal part of the war potential of
Britein and America could be directed, on the Asietic continent, at
the lesser of the two great Axls powers. Obviouely it was greatly
to the adventage of the Allled nations to keep Chinm in the war,
and 1t was the cell for assistance from that beleeguered country
which hed largely determined the plans for eugmenting the Fourteenth
Alr Force. It wes fully as obviocus to those in the inner military
circles that promises mede to Chiang Xai~ghek and General Chennault
for the purpose of rsising Chinese morale and bolstering them in
their determination to continue the war on the inveder, would probe-~
bly not be fulfilled on schedule. It is entirely possible that
Genersl Chemneult himself knew in advence that all the immediate
Plans for hls air force could not be implemented fully at the
appointed dote.

Fully cognlzant of the hump difflculties, General Chemnsult

knew that the extra medium squadron could not yet be supplied, but
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he did consider it possible to supply the twe additional fighter
squadrons, and he was partioulsrly desirous thet they be sent to
Chine immedistely. Because of its econcmicael operation the fighter
sircreft in Chins had been developed inte a multi~purpose plane
without which the Fourteenth would have been practically impotent.
Only through the efforts of the fighiter squedrons could the Amerioans
cling to the advenced bases which would be indispenseble for the
major operstions of which General Chemneult dresmed.

Since his return to Chixe from Trident the cammander of the
Fourteenth hed emphasized the necessity of augmenting the fighter
strength in that area. After the devasteting Jepanesze raids of late
July ‘the need wes more obvious. On 25 July he informed General
Arnold that Chiang was dissatisfied because of the lack of progress
of the program for eir reinforcement to China end was counsidering
sending a message of protest to President Roosevelt.z Then on 13
August he reported ap scute need for replacement ccmbat crews. The
15 per cent replecements allocated for delivery each month hed never
been received and es a result many pilots and crew members hed flown
conbbat missions, without relief, for a period of from 10 vo 14 monthsge
Lerge numbers were approaching the war-weary stage simuliancously and
e early shimment of replaecements was necessary to correst the oriti-
oal si'bua.tion.s Generel Arnold immediately esked General Stretemeyer,
then in Indle, to investigate the possibility of sdjustment of fighter
pilots between the Tenth and Four‘l:een‘bh-4

In mid-August the arrival of & fighter squadron eguipped with

P=58's scmevhat relieved the eriticsl situation, i‘or by sending the
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new squedron to Lingling end shifting oll the 76th to Henmgyeng,
Generel Chennault for the f£irst time was sble to station s fighter
sguadron at esch of the eastwerd bhases., This belated arrivel of
higher=sltitude fighters was the culminetion of strenucus efforts end
lonz negotiationse.

On numerous occasions requests had been made by the Tenth and
Fourteenth for fighter sirorsft to deel with Japanese reconnaissance
Planes whose superior ceiling ensbled them to operste undisturbed by
the slow=~climbing, low~eltitude P-40's, but emch appeal had evoked the
reply thet no aircraft of the type desired were aveilable for elleos-
tion to CBI. Finally Japenese fighters and bombers began to atteck
Americen bases from altitudes above P-40 ceiling. The inadequacy of
the P=40 to protect those installstions so vital to the aerial supply
1line wes at last recognized, mnd Gemeral Stretemeyer upon his return
to Weshington from his May visit to CBI recommended that 25 FP-381s
imnedistely be diverted fram the 12th Air Force in North Africs and
sent to India end Chins, with ancther 25 to follow in & few waeks.s

The recommendetion was epproved end orders issued, and oncs more
the problem of balancing the alr strenzth of Indie sand Chine arose.a
It was evident thet ATC inatallations at both ends of the line required
protection and thet P-~38's were needed both in Assem end Kumming. At
first it was decided thet because of the corcentrstion of the installa-
tions in Asaem, the Tenth should heve 16 of the first 25 P-38%a and the
Fourteenth the remaining nine. These nine P«38ts with two £lights of
16 P-40's were to be notivebed as & fourth squedron of the 5lat Fighter
Group and sent immedietely to Chine. The Tenth's., 16 P-38ts with one
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flight of P~40ts would form & squadron which would be activated as the
7
fourth squadron of the 80th Pighter Croup then en route to the theater.

3,

The second 25 P=38*s from Norih Afriom would be divided 1¢ for China
and nine for Indis, thus giving each air force one full squedron of
high=altitude fighters. It wes alsc anticipated thet when the 80th
Group was prepered to take over defonse of Asseam the eutire 5lst Group
would be assigned t¢ the Fourteenth and moved to china.e

On 7 July Genersl Stilwell sgreed to the sctivetion of fourth
squadrons for both the Glst and 80th Groups and the eventual sssigmuent
of the 5lst to the Fourteenth, but requested thet all of the first 25
P=38%'s be sent to China as s fourthsqusdron of the 51st and that the
second shipment of 25 P-38's be kept in India es the fourth squadron of
the 801:11.9 Two days later he was Informed by Gemersl Arnold that he
would be suthorized to sctivate a fourth sguadron for the S5lst, to be
equippad with the first 25 P=38%s to arrive, and thet this squadron
should be immediately assigned to the Fourteenths When the second
movement of P=38's was concluded Gemeral Stilwell would be authorized
to form them into a fourth sguwedron for the 80%th Group to ssrve with
the Tenth in Indiaolo

By the time the first P-38 squedron errived in the theater the
entire picture had changed. Thus far, the Japanese had made no von-
certed effort to destroy ATC installstions in either Asssm or Kurming,
but were concentreting on knoeking out the forward beses of the Four-~
teenth, pertioularly those ait Lingling and Hengysnge Upon the arrival
of the newly activated 449th Squedron, 5lst Fighter Group, it was

therefore placed at I.ingling, reather than st Kunming or Yurnanyl =z
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first plenneds

The arrival of a P=38 squadron, while sncouraging, was by no
meens a finsl solubione The gasoline comsumption of the new planes
was higher than thet of the P-40ts, and the introduction of a second
fighter type presented smother maintensnce problem. The P=40K's snd
P=40M*s which were gradually taking the place of the old P=40B's and
P«40E's were rugged and possessed greet fire power, but they were
heavier then the earlier models and were therefore slow climbers of
limited ceilings. Nesrwhile new model Japenese fighters were appesr-
ing in increasing numbers--planes which could dive with the P=40 and
almost equal its level-flight speed. Thus the edvantages the Americen
fighters hed formerly enjoyed were largely removed. About the only
superior quality of the P-40 was its sbility to sbsorb tremendous
punigshment and atill return to bese.

With outolassed but dursble fighters and beset with the ususl
dissdvantages of the Chine theater, the Fourteenth prepared to continue
operations as soon es the monsoon lifted sufficiently. For the first
12 deys of August eorial sctivity was at a complete standstill becauss
of the heavy rains and lowehanging clouds. By the 13th, however, the
Yunnenjyi-based 16th Fighter Squedron, reinforced by replacement snd
filler pilots, once again resumed offensive petrols over western China
and Burma with some degrss of regularity. XNow end again the P-40ta
dropped bombs on Mangshih, Lungling, Tengchung, and other likely targets
eppearing through the occasional breeks in the almost s0lid overcast.
With 90 per cent of these patrols flown above 20,000 feet, experience

in high-altitude piloting was requisite, _Few_of the recently arrived
NP LIPSO e e
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pilots had received sufficient altitude testizzat OTU. MYany developed

. ser and sinus infections which disabled them for this type of oper-
atlon and necessitated their transfer to trapsport and low-sltitude
flying. Belleving this wastage to be acorrectable situstion worthy of
immedlate attention the commender of the 16th Squedron recommended
that henceforth more high-sltitude treining be included in the OTU
curriculum.u

Meanwhile over eastern China the fighter pilots were slso having
trouble with an altitude problem of e different typess In preparation
for intensive bombing atbacks on Americsn sir bases in that section
the Japanese had, like the 15th Squadron, taken advantege of the
improved westher to inltiate = series of fighter raids on the fields,
apparently hoping to smooth the way for forthcoming bamber attacks by
engaging and erippling the American fighter strength. On 16 Auvgust a
lons observetion plsne followsd by two waves of 20 enemy aireraft each
entored the warning net and headed for Hengysnge Warned by their recon-
nolssance plane thet the Americans had 11 P«38ts and 22 P~40's sirborne
at 26,000 feet, the enemy flights turned tail 30 kilometsrs north of
Hengyeng and dropped their bombs on Siangyin, just north of Chengsha.
The high altitude of the Japanese planss combined with poor visibility
made it futile for the Americans to try to make contactolz

The following morning et 0930 nine Japsnese bombers appeared over
outlying Kienow and scored three hits on the runway, but isft 400
. meters of the field in ussble condition. Bombing of this totally

defenseless and elmost entirely unused airfield had become s routine

procedure, probably to prevent its use by photo-reconnaissance planesj
e COMHDEWHAL
AL L'luui T, Hni uil ll “ )Ll
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

by CONF\DEN“N. 94

yot Chinese coolies in this instance carried on a peculiar but effective

attrition contost with the bombers. Dey after day they filled bomb
oraters and temped snd smoothed the rumway, so that 1t was a rare
oceasion when the field was sntirely musebls. 7They were pitting thelir
only weapon, patlent and persistent menual lebor, egainst Jepanese alr
power, snd foreing the an;my to expend thousands of gellons of aviablon
fusl and meny tons of explosives.

Or the seme dey, 17 August, the heavy boawbardment arm of the
Fourteenth flew its first combal mission since the 29 July stiack on
Ssmah Bay in which it hed suffered 1ts first plane loss in eotual combatb.
Twonty~two B=-247s of the 425th, 374th, and 375th Squadrons took off from
the Xurming srea, and umescorted bore to the southemst. Twelve of the
Plenes turned back beceause of bad weather and another because of engine
trouble, but the remaining nine pressed on to their objective=-~a
Japanese encammment at Cau Lo, south of Halphong. Light ackeack over
the target left the oraft unscathed, end no eneny fighters offered
opposition. Many hits were scored on & moborized artillery pool and
storage aresn, and first-phese photographs revealed additional bomb
eraters among nesr-by buildings. All nine bombers returned to Kumming
without mishape.

Following this raid the monsoons again grounded the plenes on both
sides. On 20 Aupust, howsver, the enemy broke the 1lull by flying 39
fighter-plans sorties over Eweilin snd Hengyang, bases of P«40 squadrons.
© Significently, Lingling, base of the P-38 squadron,was avoideds Using
those tactics which the Americans under Gsnersl Chenneult had employed

so successfully ageinst them since the days of the AVG the Jepanese tried
S RALAANBTACATARR
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to pit the best feabures of their new fighter planes ageinst the weoakest
feeturess of the P»401s. During the three railds whioh took place during
the morning the enemy planes meintained an altitude of 30,000 feet~~-well
sbove operstional celling of the P-40, Diving from that level singly or
in palrs the Japanese made one pass at the P=40%'s helow, then climbed
back to the safety of thelr altitude. Not once during the raidas were
the Americans able to establish an adventageous and direct conteet with
thems TWhatever satisfaction the P=4) pilots may heve gained fron this
imitetion of their tectliecs sertadnly did not soften or slter the results,
Accustomed to exacting a far heavier toll of enemy planes than their own
lozses, they shot down only two Zeros while losing three P-40's, The
squadrons in the forwerd areas knew thet more and better plsnes were
urgently needed if the Americans were Yo maintain their air ascemdancy.
That seme afternoon (20 August) eight B=-25's and 11 P~40's from
Kwellin struck back at the enemy, mttacking Tien Ho mirdrome et Canton.
Engine trouble forced two bombers and one fighter to turn back, but the
others loosed 48 x 120~kilo fregs at 200~foot intervels, and 24 x 160-
kilo general-purpose bombs at 76~foot intervals on the revetment area
anxd hengars. Before they could meke a camplete observation of the
demage done hy the bombs dropped from 16,500 feet, 20 Zeros intercepted.
In the battle which ensued further evidence of improvement in the per=
formance of the Zeros was noted. They sould not only dive at over 400
niles per hour but exhibited greatly increased level=flight speed et
nmedium al‘bitude.ls The results in eneny plane losses were more satis-
factory than they had been in the morning engagements, the P-40's

shooting down four Zeros with two probebles and the B-25 gummers
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accounting for one confirmod and one probable. One P-40 crashed and
burned 10 miles south of Kweilin, another creshed at Hengyang, and cone
was listed es missing. For the dey the score was six P-40%s lost against
six Zeros shot down by American fighters. Outmumberxred =t b to 1 the
American fighters obvlously could not continue to cperete with that ebbri-
tion ratio.

Viith the knowledge that the ensmy fighter raids on Hengysng and
Eweilin had been Jaunched from Hankow as well as Canton, the Americans
planned an cperation against Hankow similsar to the attack on Tien Ho, but
on a lerger scale. On 21 August, 14 B-Z4ts, 7 each from the 374th and
375th Squadrons, took off fram Chenglung with the inbenbion of meking &
rendezvous with 7 B~25's and 11 P=40%s ot Hemgyang. Moamwhile, however,
the werning net reported 33 Japsnese fighters winging their way toward
Hengyang. Immediately the P-40te including those alerted for escort duty
cn the day's mission, took off Lo meet the oucoming formetion. Uncertain
of the enenmy's exact destinstion Col. Bruce K. Holloway, commendesr of the
234 Fighter Group, ordered 12 of the P=40ts to climb as high as possible
&t e polnt midway between Hengyeng end Linglings From this vantage point
the Sharks could shift either wey sccording to the development of the
engagement., Gathering the remeining P-40's together Colomel Hollowey led
the formabion to en altibude of 23,000 feet and welted over the field et
Hengyange When the enemy fighters falled to appear Colonel Holloway
sgsuned that the formation hed turned back or selected another target,
and anxious to get everything in shape for the rendezvous with the
bombers, he esnd his wingmen begen to descend. As he reached 15,000

feet @ heated radic conversatlion between the P=40 's remaining upatairs
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rovealsd that they were being attacked by Jep fighters diving on them
from far shove. Apparently the enemy hed doubled beck at & very high
eltitude and were using the smmne tactlcs employed the day before at
Kweilin. Colonel Holloway climbed as rapidly as possible but when he
reached 22,000 feet the fight was over. The attackers had left or were
out of sight above. In the melee four Zeros hed been destroyed and two
cleimed as probables, while one P-40 wes shot down, the pilot balling
out successfully.

Colonel Holloway then collected some of the milling P-40's into a
formetion and led them northward in hope of catching an unwary enemy
flying home st lower sltitude. Iwe were eventually spotted at 5,000
feet, and before the Jap pilots sighted their pursuers, bullets woers
pouring into them from directly estern. In flemes almoat immediately
the Zeros nosed straight for the ground. Almost simulteneously 9 P-38's
slerted from Lingling contacted 12 Zeros =t 29,000 feet over Changshs,
oclaining 3 probsbles without loss to themselves.

With nothing mors in the offing the P-40's turned back, teaxiing into
Henpyang at 1110. Ground crows scurried out to service them for their
escort job, end by 1130 six of the plemnes hed their belly tenks atteched
and were ready to join the bombers. The Liberators from Kuming., however,
hed meanwhile traveled a little west of thelr course, missing Hengyeng
canpletely, and proceeded unescorted to the terget. The fighter pilots
stood by until 220C when the Hankoew=bound B=25s arrived from Kwsilin.
The even-dozenr P-40s, which had by that time been serviced with auxi-

liary tenks, tock off, Joined the B=25%s, end hesded northward.
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Soon the Liberators, well shead of the B-25's and P~40'g,
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approachod the target and exscuted their bemb run. Expending 71 x 500=
pound bonbs the bombardlers iaid a perfect patbsrn along the enbire
length of the dock area. Before any assessment of the demage of the
banbing could be made the B-~24ts wore sttacked by 60 to 100 Zeros. Con=
centrating on the lead plsmes, three to six fighters pressed home simul-
taneous sttacks. The plane of the squadron leader, XNejs Bruce Beat,
woent dorn lmmedietelys At 15,000 feet mome of the crew beiled out, but
when the pleane exploded et 4,000 feet only three or four perachutes hed
opered, Jap fighters strafed the parachutists repeetedly. So successful
were the onemy tactios in the first onslaught thst in addition to shoot=-
ing dowm Yhe Lirst plane they wounded the pilots in each of the lead
Dlanes.

For 27 minutes the enemy pressed the attecke Zeros from 2 and 3
atoclock attacked simultaneously, flylng direcily towerd the bombers,
apparently with a view to disconcerting the walst gunpers. The epproach
veried bub the Zeros slwsys mede concerted attacks, As the betitle
developed snother noteworthy method of attack was cbserved. Zeros from
a high frontel positlon made ome diving pass st the nose of the
Iiteretors, passed underneeth, pulled up, end attacked the tall of the
plane from 5 end 7 otclock-~tactioy similar to those recently used
againat the mediun bombers. In other instences two Zeros coming in at
verious clock points directed thelir fire at the position of a single
gunner==more than once Lhe gunner was able to shoot domn both inter-
ceptors, #o cloxe were the athacks pressed, but several punners were

killed or wounded. e
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Pifteen minutos after the first onslavght a second B-24 was forced
out of the formation snd cresh-lsnded, with three of the crew dead and
two sericusly wounded. Finelly the interoeptors turned back. A third
B-24, so bedly shot up thet it could not meke its way to Eweilin, ceme
down on the field et Lingling; the others reached Kwellin withoubt further
mishape. Of the 14 bombors participeting in the atteok 2 were lost and 10
ware badly shot upe. Of the plenes which had survived the ordeal 1 tail
gummer wes killed while 3 pilota and 1 co«pilot were wounded.

An exnct assessment of the losses infllcted on the attacking
fighters could never be obtelned, but after ell surviving memhers of
orews on planes shot down were guestioned 1t was found that 57 were
c¢leimsd as shot down, with 13 others claimed as probables, mnd ancther 2
damaged. If this tebuletion is socurste the bombers had set a new combat
record for the theater, but the price they paid was highs

Shortly after the B-24's hed sheken the Jap fighters loose, the 7
B=251s and 11 P=40's (one had eborted) moved in to astitmck the Hankow
airdromes Coming in et low level the Nibchells covered the field
effectively with 84 x 120-kilo frag clusters, cetching on the ground
some of the fighters Just returned from the bettle with the Liberators.
Perhaps the fighters hed spent their ges snd emmunition on the B«Z4's,
for in contreat o the meuling they hed given the B-24's only one
Jepsnese fighter challengsd the later formetion end was immedlately
driven off by the Sharks.m

This 21 August atteck on Hexkow hes been the subject of some speou~
lation but the enswers to meny of the questions reised are ss yst obsoure,

For instence, did the Japansse have sdvance informetion on the mission and
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send the fighters to Hengyang to delay the escort so that their fighters
over Hankow would have a better chemce to destroy the B~24's? TWhile this
is possible it should be pointed out that the Liberators missed Hengyang
by an sccident which could not be foreseen by the enemy, and this ecccident
contribtuted largely to the feilure of the escort to Join the heavies. The
B=24's, accustomed to flying unescorted missions tc the Heliphong ares,
obvicusly felt sble to teke cere of themselves, with or without the P~40ts,
Did the Japanese purposely concentrate their fighters on the Liberstors
while deliberately allowing the mediums end fighters to atiack the airw
drome=~or did the upset in the American schedule slso upset enemy
defensive stretegy? If one sccepts the thesis that the enemy had advance
Informetlon on the mission, knowing thelt Mitchells end P=-40's were to
participete in the reid, they must have set out to destroy the Be-24's at
whetever the coste This seems plausible in view of the destruction
alreedy caused by the heavy bombers on tergets which were oui of reech
of the other American planes.

Another gquestion raised which only future operations could snswer
was whether or not the Liberators could continue to operebte egeinst
well-defended srees without fighter escort. They had been unusuelly
successful in their upescorted miszsions to the south, but that aroe was
lightly defended, and they had never encountered opposition such as was
met at Hankow, General Chemnault hed never senbt out medium bombers
without fighter escort. Would he be forced to furnish escorts for the
hoeavy~kbember missions in the futur.e?

While these snd meny other questions remeined unenswered cther

uncertsinties regerding the Hankow mission have been clarified. ILater -
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reports through the Chinese and from aerial photogrephs revesled the
full extent of the damege dome by the heavy bombers. They destroyed
1,000 drums of gesoline, e civillan gas depot opposite the post office,
snd the Jepenese naval heedquerters in which Jupsnese and puppet
officials were holding a meeting at the time of the reid. Three
Japanese generals, four colonels, and one naval commander were killed.
Fumerous destructive hits were alsc made on commercial buildinge in the
vicinity of the docks .15

Immedistely the 308th propered for s second reld on Henkow, this
time with the alrdrome as {the obJective. While the squadrons which hed
not pertisipated iIn the first Henkow mlission were making plans for their
try at the heavily defended sres, the Japanese sert a fleet of 50 bombers
and f{ighters to the provisional capital at Chungking. The Chinese Air
Foroe inbtercepbed, bringing down cne beomber snd demaging seversl others
but losing fowr plenes snd one pilot in the process. On 24 August seven
B-24tg from the 373d Squadron end seven from the 425th took off from
Kumning to meet the six B-20's from Kweilin. This time the flight
schedule wes followed, snd when the B=24's and B-26's met over Hengyang
they picked up en escort of 14 P=-40%s and eight P-38%s, Again, however,
misfortune impeded the missiocne The seven heavy bombers fram the 373d
hed run into bad weether soon after taking off end returned to their
base, laaving the seven planes of the 425th to push on to the rendegvous
olone.

AfGer the formetlion left Hengyang all went well until bombs were
awaye Some of the planes mistook Wucheng airdrome for Hankow and dropped

some of their bombs, causing considereble damage, Seeing their mistake
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they continued with the flight to Hankow. On the eirdrame there the

remaining bombs were dropped, also doing mejor demage. Antiaireraft
over the target, directed by enemy plemes flying at the same altltude
&s the bomber foxrmation, wes heavy and sccurate, and demaged ssversl
of the banbers.

Two or three minutes after the formation left the primery target
40 Zeros jwoped them, again concentrating on the heevy bomberse For 45
minubes the babtle lested, and one by one the B-24's went down. Vhen
the enemy fighters finelly turned back, only three of the seven heecvies
remsined. Agein the B-25's and fighters ceme out without loss. The
three Liberators, having suffered heavy casualties on boerd and erippled
from shellfire, oventually resched ¥wellin. TVhen e check was made on the
three plenes it was found thet one pilot was dead, a co~pilot wounded,
one orewmsn deed, snd five others wounded, Tregedy still stalked the
squedron, however, for one of the three planes crashed on the return to
Kumuing the following dsy, killing 10 end injuring two. Of the 7 planes
which had left EKumming, 2 returned; snd of the 70 men on the B-24's, 57
were casualties-~42 killed or missing, and 16 wounded. (The missing
ineluded only those who hed not returned to the base six months later.)
The Jmpanese, in effect, had rendered a whole sguadron impotent for
same tlme to comee

The econtest was not sltogether one-sided, however, for the sur-
viving plenes and crew members claimed 19 Zeros knocked down by the
fighters and bombers cambined, with others probebly destroyed by the
migsing planes from which there was no reports Dsmage had been done to

two important airdromes, with possible destruction of aircraft on the
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ground. The fact remsined, however, that in two successive raids the

308th hed lost seven B-24's out of some 35 on hand, as well as having
sevoral others so badly damaped as to require mejor repsirs. It anow
seamed clesr that the Japanese pilets et Hankow were of the best, and
thet thelr planes were of esuperior quality. It is true thet enemy
fighter losses were high, but they could spare them far more readily
then the Fourtesnth could spare the few heavy bambers then in Chinsa,.
¥ven the P-38's, flying escort, had not been sble to prevent the Jap
fighters from elmost snnihilating e whole flight of American B~24'se

Whlle the 308th was badly crippled the Mitchells and fighters
carried on the fight, but with little aeriel opposition. On 25 August
eight B~26%'s and six P=40's from Eweilin arrived over Kowloon Docks at
0745+ Releasing 46 x 500-pound bombs from 16,000 feet they succeeded
in placing 50 per cent of them on the docks, while several hits were
observed on & 3,000-ton vessel resting in dry dock. No interception
was attempted. In the afterncon of the seme day seven B-25's end 12
P-40's returned to the viocinity with the intention of bombing two 400=
foot vessels which had been sighted by the orews during the morning raide.
Unforturately the ships hed departed so the bombs were unloaded on the
Taiko dooks. No enemy fighters appeared, and antieircraft fire though
heavy was inaccurate, as it had beer during the morning. No demage
resulted to the attecking planes.

Agsin the following day, 26 August, five B=25%s and 11 P-40ts fran
Hengyeng plastered the rumweys, hengars, and revetments at the Tien Ho
airdroane at Cantons Intercepted 25 mlles from the target the Americans

destroyed five Zercos with a loss of one P=-40. Eight other enemy fighters
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were cleimed as probsbles. On the seme day the 308th, after ite un-

Pleasant experience over Hankow, furned its attention southwerd.
Fifteen heavy bombors plicked up an escort, this time predominently
P-38ts (10 P=-38's and seven P=40's) and barbed XKowloon Docks. FPictures
by en F~5 indiceted that the mission was highly succesaful. The dock
area wes well covered, severel direot hits were scored on a power plant,
the Baily dockyards, crane tracks, the bow of a 500«foot ship in dry
dock, 8 "turning and fitting" ship, and a 250~foot vessel. Many fires
were later observed. Followlng the bomb run 20 Zercs rolled in for an
attack, but they were evidently not of the celiber of the Hankow
fighters. Five were shot down while the B=-24's esceped without damage.
One P-40 was forced to orash-land behind the enemy lines with the fate
of the pilot undetermined.

Ascording to a Chungking dispateh a Chincso newsman who hed
escapad Hong Konz related that the two attecks on the docks hed practi-
cally wiped out the naval dock yards, the wharf, and the Taiko dock
yardScls

Shifting %o northern targets the Mitchells snd fighters began 2
series of devastating missions against bargets in the Tungting Leke
sres amd salong the Yangbze. On 27 August fighters swept the Tungting
Leke vicinlty, setting fire to o 1265-foot steamer, a 66~foot steemer,

a small pgunboet, several small stoamboats, end two rallroed cars. A
Pew vehicles in a 80-truck convoy spotted on the road neaxr Siteng wore
likewise destroyed. Five P-40ts, dispatched later to this terget,
accounted for en additional four trucks and demeged 16 others. One P-40

was lost in the operations.
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Two days leter (29 August) in a continuing ection to the north the 1lth
Squadron sent nine medium bombers, coversed by 12 P-40ts, to bomb the
important enemy airdrame at Kingmen. Six end e half tons of fragmenta-
tion elusters fell on the center section of the field covering taxiways,
runways, end rsvetments. Flying over the seame general area the next
dey the Mitchells dropped 132 x 100-pound general-purpose bombs end 24
fragmentation clusters on Ouchihkou and Shihshow, while P=40ts from the
Hengyang=bosed 76th and P-38%'s from the 449th Squadron et Lingling
strafed tomms and shot up several gunboets and a few nondeseript vessels,
as wel]l as locomotlves, trains, warehouses, and raliroad stations,.
Reschiny farther north on the lasi dey of the month nine B-25's struck
st Ichang, destroying an oll storsge tank and partlelly destroying the
airfield. During the smme day six Shorks from the 76th Squadron strafed
0il drums and kindled fires in the same sectlon, while four Lighinings
from the 445th et Lingling bombed end machine-pgunned the railroad yerds
at Yochow mnd destroyed a wershouse near Senti.

But the biggest mction of the day took place far to the south at
the Gia Lam elrdrome of Henoil and the Cobi barracks just east of the
fielde The 308th, flying its first mission since the attacks of 25 August,
sent 16 B-24's from the 3734 snd 376th Squadrons into an area where
epposition In the past had been rather lights. The escort, however, was
to be strong, with 22 P-40's snd two P-38's going along. The blusprint
for the mission called for s diversionary sttack by nine planes from
the 3754 on tho Cobl barracks, while the seven heavies from the 375th
hit the alrfield with freg bombs. Immsdlately after the bomb run was

exacuted the fighter-bombers wers to flood the field by smashing the
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dikes which surrcunded ite For this purpose the P-40's carried 500~

pound bambs with 45-second fuges, snd the P-38%s bore 1,00C-pound
eighb~second bombs.

Everything worked according ‘o plan, eoven the breaking of the dikes,
but the field was not flooded becsuse the water level at the time was
too low. Fhotographs, however, showed the eirdrome to be well pooked
with banb eraters, and a French source later reported that the fires begun
by the bombing lasted until after midnighte. All the B~24's end Pe38's
raturned but eight P-40's became lost on the return trip and gave out of
gess Six pilots bailed out and two made forced lendings. All the pilots
but one returned to their baso but seven P~40%s were a total losse

Desplte the fact that the Fourteenth had been kept almest completely
idle during the first two weeks of August, more sorties wers flown during
the month than in July-~1,071 for August snd 1,016 for July. In bombs
dropped, however, the totel fell from 191 tons in July to 133 toms in
August, For the 308th, so far as aireraft and personncl losses were
concerned, it was e rather unsuccessful month, for in five completed
missionas the 308th had lost six plemes. Perzonnel losses included 14
officers and 13 men killed, 9 officera and 19 men missing, and 18
officers eand 6 men wounded. Furthermore 1l other officers and 7 other
men who had been shot down in combat were lost to the group while they
wore working their way back to Americen bases.17 On the oredit side of
the ledger, however, the Liberators had destroyed 76 enemy planes in the
air, probably destroyed 24 more, end dsmaged meny others. Their bombing
attacks had caused widespread demege to such targets as Hankow, Hanoi,

and Kowloon Dockse.
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The B=25%s hed caused consideresble demege to enemy installetions
while suffering practicelly no losses, and the fighter~bombers in their
sweeps over enemy territory were only beglmning to demonstrate the

potentialities of low-level attacks on all sorts of tergets.
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Chapter VITI

ORGATEZATIONAL CHAINGES ~- E-RLY SEPTZESR OPERATICHS

In spite of some of the dreay aspects, ‘ugust had marked signi-
ficant developments in the history of the Chins-Burma-India theater,
sone of which affected the Fourteenth Air Foree directly. Cne which
had irportant implications for the Americans in China was the progress
made toward implementing the plan for using Chinese airmen under Amer—
ican leadership. After General asrnold had placed his stamp of approval
on General Chemmsult's plan to incorporste Chinese-inerican composite
wings into the Fourteenth, and acquiesced to the bombing campaign
‘against Japanese shipping recommended by Generals Chennauld and David-
son, he assigned General Davidson the task of obitaining equipment and
personnel for the composite wings.l

General Davidson, with full support of the Air Staff, worked
tirelessly for weeks, finding the job particularly difficult because
requirements for the composite wings were over and above the accepted

WF program., It was finally decided thait Chinese number-designations
could be used for the units and that some of the aircraft could be ob-
tained from previous allocations to China Defense Sumplies, but men and
additional planes had to be scraped together from whatever source they
could be spared. Hevertheless, on 5 July General Davidson had reported
to Beneral Stratemeyer that satisfactory progress was belng made.2

4s a part of the program General Chennsult had proposed that an
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ogerational training wnit (OTU) be established in India and operated
by the Fourteenth iir Force for the purpose of preparing parcially
trained Chinese fighter and bowmber crews for combat operations. He
hed also suggested that Chinese iir Force mechanics, under AAF super-
vis;i.on, asserble the aireraft they were to use, and thal Cninese combat
and maintenance crews train at the OTU with the units to which they
would be assigned. Upon completion of the training peried the American
and Chinese officers who acted as instructors were to become group,
squadroen, snd flight commanders, and would go out with the units to
operabing stations, thus necessitating a continual flow of officer per-
sonnel to the OTU,>

After anthority was given, General Davidson visited the Flying
Trairdng Centers, OTU's of the idF, and Eglin Field, to obtain officers
and men experienced in training snd suitable for key positions in
tactical units.* Iulir airdrcme at Lurachi was selected as tke site
of the Chinege~iroricen OTU, and assembling of persormnel and equipment
began.s Old-model, P-40ts and B-25's no longer worthy of tactical em-
ployment were sent there for use as trainers. additional short-range
B~251s from the United States and P=-40's from North .frica were event-
ually assigned.®

On 1 July General Chermemlt had reported to General arnold that
American ard Chinese versomnel were already arriving ab Malir and would
be ready to open the OTU on 5 ;sugust.7 according to the schedule which
had been set up and approved, the training unit by 15 larch 1944, would
turn out eight fighter sguadrons and four medium and light bombardment
squadrons, together with three group and one wing headguarters. at
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that time it was expected that the OTU would close oub its work.g In
August the traiming program was begun, and by 1 Sepbermber was in full
swing.

Veanwhile important chunges in commund and theater orgunization
had been brewing., For sore ronths consideraticn had been given to the
advisability of sending to Asia an air officer, senior to Generals
Bissell and Chemnault, for ccordination of air activiities of the entire
theater. Chiang Kai-shek, however, wus adamuntly opposed to the plac-
ing of another air officer over Gereral Chemmault whom he had recently
made chief of staff of the Chinese Air Force. Furthermore the General=
issimo had suggested that someone who could cooperate fully with General
Chennault replace General Bissell as commanding general of the Tenth Alr
Foree.?

Finally a decision was reached to send to the theater a senior air
of ficer who would be immediately over the Tenth Air Force commander.
Upon him would rest responsibilivy for all training in India, including
the Chinese~irerican OTU recently set up ab Malir, and for coordinating
the activities of the Air Transport Cormand and Air Service Command in
the CBI; bub he would exercise only advisory control over the Fourteenth
through his position as air adviser to General Stilwell. The person
selected to act as ambassador, coordinator, mediator, and Yeajoler,"
was Haj. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer, then Chief of the Alr Staff. It
was also deemed expedient to replace Censral Bissell, the prime requisite
for his successor apparently being ability to work in harmony with Gen=-
eral Chennault. General Davidson who had recently worked in close cooper-

ablon with General Ghennault and subseqpently'asked to be assigned to
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the Fourteenth, was appointed to command the Tenth. General Davidson
assumed command of the Tenth on 19 August and on the follewing day
General Stratemeyer became Commanding General, American iir Porces,
India-Burma Sector, Clina-Burma-India Theater.'? Vhen Generdl Strate=
meyer took over his new command the air service commands of the Tenth
and Fourteenth were inactivated and the China=-Burma~India Air Service
Command was activated under Brig. Gen. Robert 0. Oliver. The new
command was divided into areas, the China area command to be taken
over by Brig. Gen, Reuben Hood, a veteran of CBI.ll

Simultaneously with the effecting of the ccmmand changes, decisions
were reached at the Cuadrant Conference in Quebec which were to have far-
reaching effects on the entire war effort In Asia. It had bsen found
impossible to carry out Aslatie plans laid at Casablanca and Trident,
and because of initial failures some revisions were necessary. The
British attempt to take ikyab had resulted in miserable failure; develw
opment of Assam bases had lagged far behind target dates for completion;
the Caleutta-issam line of communications continued to be a botbtleneck;
in fact, although improvements had been made, the entire theater plan
was months behind schedule. 1In part, the condition could be ascribed
to the fact that the CBI was still a low-prlority theater; on the other
hand there was some duplication of effort between the RAF and A44F, and
in spite of a cooperative spirit the efficiency of the illied war effort
in India and Burma was not satisfactory.

To eliminate lost motion and to prepare for greater military effort
which eventually would come, the Soubheast Asla Command was created and
Tord Louis Mounthatten appointed Supreme Allied Commander. IEncompassing

CONFIDENTIAL
T """""'ﬁﬁ"x"*
ORI N AL

[P - VA SIS VG S AN ¥ N B

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

- .- -4;-.*-»----_\

— COMFDERTIAL

that part of Asia east of India and south of China exclusive of French
Indo-China, and a vast sea area to the south and west, the new theater
included such objectives as Myitkyina, landalay, Lashio, Akyab, Rangoon,
and Youlmein in Burma, as well as Sumatra, Bangkok, Singapore, and the
indaman and Micobar iglands,12 Under the new organization General Stile
well became Deputy Supreme Allied Commander in addition to his positions
asCommanding Generd, United States Army Forces in CBI and chief of staff
to the Generalissimo's armies. General Stratemeyer because of the nec-
essity of upholding British prestige in India and Burma, was placed
second in the air organization under Alr Chief lfarshal Peirse.13

During the Quadrant Conference the enbtire war effort in Asia was
re-examined., In view of the foundation already laid for increasing
hump tonnages, reoccupation of northern Burma and long-range plans to
establish land commumications to China were given top priority. Fipe
lines from Assam to Fort Hertz and eventually from Fort Hertz to Kunming
were projected. Further improvement ‘of the line of commupnications from
Caleutta to issam was recognized as a long-time project which would in-
volve doubling track on single-~track railways, increasing the river
fleet, and improvement of river ports. Proposals included placing the
railwsys under military supervision, drawing rolling stock from other
parts of India while awaiting arrival of shipments from the United
States, and increasing the number of trains to the extent of taking
risks which would not be warranted under ordinary circumstances. To
speed up river shipping, installation of navigation lights to enable
night running was proposed. While these slower processes were under way

additional stores were 4o be flown from Calecutta to Assam as more Amerigan
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transport planes became available .11;

Many misgivings accompanied the organizational setup, and it was
mutually recognized by British and Americans that the plan could be
made functional only by efforts of the men in the theater. The British
were greatly disturbed by the pyramiding of Jobs on the shoulders of
General Stilwell, evidently having hoped that the new theater would be
completely divorced from China.r? Tn this comection General Marshall
sald: "It must be remembered that politieally, all US foreces in China,
or in the Southeast Asia Command, are regarded as being there for the
purpose of supporting China, and therefore a system must be evolved
vwhereby, while retaining this political principle, the maximum support
can be obtained for operations inte Burma.ﬂlé Americans were not plezsed
to have General Stratemeyer, recently secoﬁd in command ab AAF Heads
quarters, and originally scheduled to take over all American air units
in Asia, placed in second position in the air organization.l7

Bven more disturhbing was the possible effect the shift would have
on the attitude of the Generaligsimo. On 28 August General Arnold wrote
long letters to Gensrals Stilwell, Stratemeyer, and Chennault, endeavor-
ing to clarify the situation and to void the displeasure of Chiang Kai-
shek. To General Stilwell he was apologetic about loading him with a
third difficult post, but said that be was the only one who ¢ould do the
Jjobs sucecessfully. He explained that General Stratemeyer's relation to
the Fourteenth was unchanged and that the new command would take no
prerogative from the Generalissimo nor rob him of any of his units,
Furthermore it would offer an coportumity for Chiang to employ his forces
in a coordinated Allied effort against the Japanese, He added that
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command relationships to a great extent would have to be worked out in
the field, and that Generals Stilwell and Chennault could be of inesti-
mable value in allaying the fears and suspleions of the Generalissimo.le
General Arnold's letters to Generals Stratemeyer and Chernault were
quite sinilar to that sent to General Stilwell. Of General Stratemeyer
he agked promobion of hammony with Lord I.f:ouni:.l:«en.’r.te:n,,:L9 and to General
Chermault he said: Mfountbatten's relationship to the Generalissime is
that of two neighboring commanders engaged in fighting a common enemy. « » «
In your association with the Ceneralissimo you can and T am sure you will
of your own volition do everything possible to impress upon him the pur~
pose for which the new cormend was organized. « .+ This command is
designed to provide the means for supporting larger forces in China and
Southeast Asia in order to hasten the liberation of all China and the
defeat of Ja.pan."20
In his letter of 28 sugust General Arnold told General Stratemeyer
that a conference wibth Dr. Soong had revealed that repeated requests had
peen wade of the Tenth Air Force by General Chemnault for release of the
two medium bombardment squadrons and two fighter squadrons comuitied to
the Pourteenth but still with the Temth. It was his information, sald
General Arnold, that the four squadrons were to have been delivered to
China when operating facilities were available there, and he requested
informetion as to the stabus of the squadrons and the ability of the
Fourteenth to take care of them.‘?l Three days later General Stratemeyer
asserted that details of transfer and novement of the 5Lst Fighter Group
£o the Fourbeenth had been completed, but thab’ actual movement of the
unit and the two medium squadrons was held in sbeyance pending completion
RSO
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of a sbudy of new plans which might -render logistic support of the
organization in China :i.mpossible.22 It was clear that the President!'s
promise to the Generalissimo on 31 March-~that as soon as General Chen-
nault indicabed that he had airdromes to care for them the additionmal
fighter squadrons would be transferred--had been completely overlooked.23

At about the same time Dr. Soong inquired of General Giles, now
Chief of the iir Staff, why the four squadrons had not been transierred
from the Tenth to the Fourteenth as promised.?t inswering, Ceneral Giles
gaid that the actual transfer hzd always been contingent on two thingss
the arrival of the 80th Fighter Group to assume responsibility for the
defense of Assam, and the capabiliby of the ATC hump tonnage to suppord
the 518t group in China. Fe informed Soong of General Stratemeyer's
statement with regard to the transfer proceedings and expressed hope
that recent improvements in the theaiter would permit an early movement
of all four squadrons to General Ciennszult's force.??

On 13 Sertember Cenersl Stratemeyer reported that he had received
instructions from General Stilwell to move the remaindsr of the 5lst
Fighter Group to China. One squadron was already in the process of
rmoving and the other would move about 15 September if the 80th Fighter
Group had by that time taken over in Assam., He said that the movement
of the rest of the 34lst Bombardment Group (M) %o China would be discussed
with Generals Chermault and Davidson, recomuendations made, and movements
accomplished, subject to the approval: of General Stilwell.26

The transfer of the 25th Sguadron, 5lst Fighter Group, to China was
accomplished during the first week in September, the squadron gradually
taking over the duties of the l6th Squadron at Yunnanyi. ‘hen the move
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was completed the 16th moved to Kweilin, leaving the 25th to aid in the
protection of the aerial supply line. In view of the fact that the 25th
had formerly served in iAssam and was familiar with much of the territory
over which it would operate, and also that the 16th had been stationed
at Kweilin during April, the arrangement was ideal, 7Tith the 1lth Bomb-
ardment Scuadron (H), the 16th Fighter Squadron, and the 74th Fighter
squadron based at Eweilin, the 449th Fighter Squadron at Lingling, and
the 76th Fighter Squadron at Hengyang, the Fourteenth was in far better
position for offensive and defensive work thzt it had been on 1 August.

With regard to aireraft, however, the situation showsd little change,
despite the arrival of the L49th Squadron during August. Nineteen fighter
planes had arrived in Chinz during the month, bub on 1 Seplember only 92
were on hand--six less than at the beginning of August. Despite the
loss of 13 heavy bombers for all reasoas, the tobal on hand had risen
from 34 to 38.27 The number of serviceable liltchells had not materially
changed.

During most of August the feimbing and thrusting of the enemy ab
advanced Amerdican bases had made it necessary to keep some fighters at
the tases at all time. This not only made it impossible to give proper
protection to the heavy-bonber missions but also cut down on the straiing
and dive bombing at which the fighters were becoming so adept. During
the first half of September the Japanese, for reasons unknown, discon=
tinued their attacks on major bases, and made only light attacks on
outlying fields such as ‘uchow and llamyung. As a result the wastern-
based f{ighters, many now equipped so that they could carry belly tanks

and bombs at the same bime, along With the 'itchells of the llth Squadron,
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ranged over the Tungbing Lake and Yanstze area, bombing and strafing

almost abt will. Farticular emphasis was laid on destruction of lake
and river bozts and of railways and rolling stock. Both land and river
communications were seriously snarled by the action, yet for some reason,
little opposition was encountered. Possibly the Japanese had given up
hope of knocking out the advanced bases and had transferred their air-
eraft to other areasy possibly their fighter losses had been so serious
as to make it necessary to limit their operations; perhéxps they were
holding their planes back for the time when they could sgain attack the
heavy bombers, a quarry which had thus far shown less ability to survive
their onslaughts. For whatever reason, the enemy failed to interfere,
and the Americans made the most of their opportunities.

On the first day of the new month small groups of fighters and
mediwa bombers ranged over an extensive area tc the north, going 4ll the
way to the coast along the Yangtze. Twenty-eight sorties on that day,
flown by the 74bh, 76th and 449th Fighter Squadrons and the 11th mediums,
resulted in the destruction of six vessels from 100 to 250 feet in length,
four small boats 25 to 50 feet long, three locomotives, eight railway
cars, one transport sircrart, three buildiugs, and one antiaircraft posi~
tion. Six of these sorties made by the P=40ts of the 76th at Hengyang
secored direet hits on a 250~foot vessel, believed Lo be a tanker. They
bombed and strafed another ship at about the same point on the Yangtze,

A moment after a boib struck it, the ship began to sink and when last

seen by the pilots the decks were awash., ab s5t111 another point on the

river the bomb-carrying Sharks machineegunned enemy personnel and horses

and strafed two 100=foob boats. Five miles east of §hihhuiyao they set
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fire to a 100-foot beat towing two barges up the river, Two tugs aboub
half that size were also strafed. At Shihhuiyao hezvy antiairceraft fire
from a large gunboat and a destroyer prevented the P-40's from pressing
an attack on targets there. The neubralization of these vessels called
for heavier aircrait. GConsequently seven B-251s with an escort of eight
P=~40ts moved in to ztbick the warships. Although they missed the ships
with their delayed-fuze bombs, 36 of thelr incendiary clusters landed
on the loading dock causing considerable damage.

South of this river port three F~38's and sone F-40's were abtack-
ing troop concentrations at Yongsin, north of Yochow, Near ifuchang the
fighters beached a 100-foot vessel. Twenty-five miles southwest of Puchi
the flight dissbled an elght~car train, including the locomotive, bubt
only after they had snuffed out an ackeack gun emplacement eovering the
railroad., Far to the southeast off the coast &b Swatow, P-40's from
the 7hth at Kweilin were atbacking ocean-going shipping, One of the
planes carrying a 500-pound bomb hit a 150-fool vessel amidship; later
in the day an F-5 reconnaissance pilot found the stricken ship still
burning. As the pilots left the harbor and started across the city of
Swatow several pilots caught sight of three parked transports on the
airdrome. Swoospinzg doun they strafed the field and completely destroyed
one cof the transports.

The effects of the wide sweers of 1 September must have caused sowme
consternation among the Japanese shippers, but apparently the Japanese
aireraft did not mean to offer opsosition. On the next day operations
officers at Kweilin made plans to strike ot Standard (il installabions

which reconnaissance planes had recently located near Kowloon, opposite
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Hong long Island. This objective which intelligence reports had pre-
viously described as the Laichilck Tank Form swus attacked on 3 September
by 10 !Hbchells and 2 fighter-bowbers with 5 P=40!'s as an escort. Foure
teen tons of borbs weres drouwed, all falling in the target area. Seven
fuel storage tanks containing aviation gasoline, Diesel and lubricating
0il, kerosene, and alcohol ezploded so violently that sheets of flume
shot 3,000 feet inbo the air and black smoke billowed up to 13,000 feet.
Hours later smoke shtill stretched for a hundred miles along the coust
as the oll dump conbinued to burn. HNot far from the storage area the
bombers leveled & camouflaged building said to have contained airpfane
assembly parts for 50 fighter aircraft. The two fighter-bombers peeled
off after the bozb run over the main target and made a low-level atback
on Stone Cutters Island vhere o 200-foob vessel was riding i anchor.
Three hours later an F-5 reported the vessel burning heavily in the
stern. Ko intercepbion was attermpted by the Japanese over the target,
but 20 miles beyond the target five to seven enemy fighters caught up
with the formation. Cne was shot down by a lfibtchell gunner and two were
probably destroyed by P-40 pilots. lone of the !rerican planes received
any damage. To complete the days activities four P-40's from the 75th
Squadron at Humming strafed Laokay, Chapa, Pho Lu and Laichau near the
Red River in French Indo-China.

Cn the same day (3 September), the Japanese air force, ominously
inactive for some tine, opened a two-day attack on American air bases,
but failed o atbtack any place where American squadrons were based. Two
waves of 19 aireraft each borbed juchow airdrome, southeast of LKweilin,

while 38 bombers with a 2l-fighter plane cover atbacked Namyung, east of
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Kweilin., /mer.can fighters called in from Eweilin and Lingling were
not able to esteblish contact. The day following (4 September} two
waves of enemy planes, 42 and 3L respectively, entered the warning net
from Canton. Immediately 10 fighters from KEweilin rose to meet them
but failed to centact the raiders. Meanvhile an unknown number of
bombers were again attacking the undefended base of ‘fuchow.

0n 3 September American lisbening posts had intercepted a radio
message from the Tien Ho airdrome at Canton revealing the transfer of
31 planes to Hanol. As a consequence of this intelligence 12 medium
borbers accompanied by 7 P-40's of the T4th Squadron bombed the air-
drome at Canton. Iedium ack-ack and fighter interception were encountered
over the target. Out of the 15 Japanese fighters atbacking the formation
three were definitely destroyed and one other possibly destroyed. Only
one imerican plane sustained any damage; one of the three enemy planes
definitely shot down was credited to a Chinese pilot temporarily atfached
to the sguadron. Lore than a hundred bombs hit in the barget area bub
the extent of the damage done was undetermined.

At 11L5 and 1500 the next day {5 September) the 75th Sguadron from
Kunming returned to Laokey to dive~bomb the railrcad marshalling yards
situated one mile southeast of the city. Two fires were started by the
incendiary clusters. Iiithout breaking the continucus string of missions
the fighters shifted their sweeps northward to the Yangtze waterways on
6 September. Swinging around the semicircle formed by Lake Poyang, the
Yangtze and Tungting Lake, six P-40's and three P-38's concentrated on
targsts of opportunity in the vieinity of:éhihhuiyao, Nanchang, and Yochow,

with the following results:28
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S8ix large boats sunk or damaged
. Three small boals sunk
% Two tugs and two barges sunk
Four locomotives destroyed
One railrcad station burned
Two trucks destroyed
+ (ne transport plane and crew destroyed
+' (ne iron foundry destroyed
- Bight gun emplacerents destroyed
One hundred Japanese killed

Scorching the sume area with gunfire in the next two days the fighters
added 12 pillboxes, two trucks, one water tower, one locomotive, and
another railroad station to the long list compiled on 6 September.

These few raids show dramatically what a handful of fighier<bomber
planes can accomplish when vigorously employed., In themselves these
daily multiple missions were achievement enough for a small air force,
bub when it is realized that approximately 25 per cent of the aircraft
at the forward bases were unsuitable for offensive action during this
period, their success takes on added significance. Furthermore, unsab-
isfactory overhaul at rearward depots plus a critical shortage of new
Allison engines rendered maintenance and repair of combab planes time-
consuming when their need was most urgent.29 Little wonder that with
this exasperating condition and with the new Zeros out-performing the
P=40 in every type of maneuver, the theme song of the P-40 squadrons con=-
tinued to be "Praise the Lord and pass the P-51's.?

Another extremely successful day was enjoyed on 9 September. Henge-
yang started the day's activities by sending a two-plane recomnaissance
flight around the northern Hankow=-Kiukiang "eircuit.® In addition to
their observation duties the Sharks shot up several :f‘iver boats, setiing
one of them on fire, A little later in the day four P-38's and two

P~40's from Lingling and Hengyang flew the same route, adding more
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prizes. They destroyed one boat, and two locomotives on the Shihtuiyso
mine railroad. On the main line near Puchi they atbacked a box car that
turned out to be a camcuflaged locomotive which they promptly destroyed.
In the meantime 12B~-25's and 13 P=40's were dispatched from Kweilin to
Canton where the Japanese air force was far more active. Four of the
Mitchells and two Sharks aborted but the rest did a "fine job" on the
Wnite Cloud airdrome, leveling several buildings., Twenty to 25 fighters
Jumped the formation as it left the target. Chinese reports claimed
that the Japanese had previous information on the raid, and acecording to
their report the Japanese had broadcast the position of the B-25's
shortly after their take-off from Kweilin. In attacking the American
planes the enemy fighters flew a course parallel to the bombers, turned
in, and let the bombers fly through their curtain of fire. One of the
bombers lost an engine to this new attack but managed to return home on
one engine. In the contest the Japanese lost five planes arnd probably
four more while the Americans lost no pla.nes.30

At 1400 on the same day four P-38's,each carrying two 500-pounders,
dive-bombed the shop and building area around the Canton docks. As the
planes started their power dive from 7,000 feet they discovered a fiight
af Zeros above them at 13,000 feet already aiming their planes earth-
ward toward the American raiders. The pilots, nosed toward the target,
pushed their Lightnings to the limit, and released their boabs, TFlying
through a hail of building debris which exploded into the air over the
target they sueceeded in outrunnings the Japanese-~a not unremarksable
feat in view of the improved dive performance of the new Zero. Homeward

bound the P-33's sighted a transport plane not far from the target. Two
BT .
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of the twin-boom raiders rolled over slowly to the left and "polished
it off,."

Tithout surcease the pounding of Japanese installations conbinued
on 10 September. Besides the regular shipping attrition raids around
Kiukiang a special mission was flown to the Hankow area. Ten mediums
and 7 P=40's had the Juchang cotton mill warchouses as their primary
objective. Although they missed this target the mission was not en=~
tirely unsuccessful because they downed nine Zeros with four probables
before they reached their home stations. One American fighter Was
destroyed upon landing when it collided with a truck bub the pilot was
wninjured. Later in the day four P-38's loaded with four tons of bombs
and covered by two other P-3i1s dive-bombed the “hampoa Docks ab Ganton
with great success. aAs they approached the objective the top cover Jured
10 attacking Zeros away from the fighter-bombers, accounting for one,
Then, before the enemy could rebaliate, they rulled out of range of the
interceptors. Following the borbing 17 more interceptors moved in on
the P-38's, but with great difficuliy the P-38's succeeded in oubtrumning
the Zeros.

Unsuccessful in destroying the cotton mill warehouses on 10 Septem-
ber the Llth Bombardment Squadron with an escort fronm the 74th and 76th
Fighter Squadrons repeated the effort on the following day. Unlike the
preceding raid the 10 llitchells scored several direct hits on the ware-
houses. One string of bombs fell Jjust short of a 200-foot vessel moored
alongside tvhe cotton mills. Intercepted by enemy fighters over the
target the B-25!s maintained close formation and dived sharply away from
the target, spoiling the passes of the Zeros.Bl In the fight which
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developed the close formation of the bombers prevented any losses while
the gunners picked off two Zeros. The accompanying P=40's accounted for
two more without loss to themselves. Meanwhile north of Changsha four
P-3813 strafed and boubed barracks and buildings at Taysh, killing an
estimated 30 Japanese soldiers,

From day to day the targets in the north varied little. Since the
eneny was never sure where the next blow would fall the fighters carried
out most of their devastating sweeps without interference, covering the
Yangtze valley with clocklike regularity. At Yochow, Shihhuiyao, Kiukiang,
and Tayeh on 12 September P-40's and-P-38ts from the 76th and 449th Squad-
rons destroyed 12 commercial and naval vessels and made direct hits on
barrac;ks in the same area. Targets to the south were varied. On this
particular day (12 September) four P=38!'s with 500-pound bombs and
covered by six obher P«38's engaged in a skip-bombing mission in Hong
Kong harbor. One buab penetrated a 550-foot ship and exploded. Ancther
hit a ship of about the same size. One P=38 had an engine shot out over
the target and when the second failed near Eweilin the plane crashed
killing the pilot.

Obviously the dive bombing and strafing activities of such a small
nurber of Anmerican aircraft were of minor importance in the contest
against the Japanese. They did, however, reveal some of the weaknesses
of the enemy situation on the mainland of China. Large formations of
american fighters and borbers were generally intercepted, but small
flights of the fighter-bcmbers, striking simultaneously in several. areas,
made it iwmpossible for the enemy to offer serious opposition. HNeither
could all the targets be protected by a.ntiaircraft guns, As a resuld
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Japanese communications were seriously crippled and the ground forces
were restricted in their action. American liaison officers stationed
along the Yangtze River began to report that the fighter~bombers in
the air and Chinese guerillas on the ground formed a formidable combina-
tion which was giving the Japanese much concern. Of the 25 to 30 vessels
damaged at Shihhuiyao, for instance, 13 had drifted to the shore where
they were burned by guerillas.32

The 4LSth Sqouadron with its P=38's had proved its meitle in the
theater, and like the P-40's, the Lightnings were used for all kinds
of operations. They flew escort for bombers, defended bases, flew
strafing missions, performed reconnaissance, and acted as dive bombers
and skip bombers., They becane excellent dive bombers and because of
their speed, could go on such missions unescorted or with a very light
escort. The presence of very little torgue made it possible fof‘them
to strike with great accuracy and then outrun any Zeros which might
jump them during their power dive, The absence of drag also made it a
good craft for skip bombing, und its great speed again allowed it to go
oub unescorted. after bombs were away the Lightning could act as its
om protection, Bub the P-38 was still not the answer to the fighter
nseds of the Fourteenth. The P-40's and P-38's could certainly be
used to advantage on many types of missions, bub to counteract the new

Zero a faster high~-altitude plane such as the P-51 was sorely needed.
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Chapter IX

L\YE SEPTENEER OPERATICI'S ~~ CCHCLUSICH

Immediately afber his arrival in India to assume command of the
air forces in the India-Burma Seetor, General Stratemeyer had set to
work at his task of coordinating all air activities in the CBI. Ke
soon became aware, however, of some of the disadvantages of being
assigned to a low=priority theater where a delicate balance of meager
air forces had to be maintained between different sectors. .ccustomed
to sit in judgment on. what could be sent to various air forees, he now
found himself caught in the toils of demands from China for reinforce
ments, the necessity of maintaining the Tenth i\ir Force at a level which
would enable it to carry out its defensive duties as well as its part
in the Burma fight, and the inability of the Alr Staff to assign air-
units to the CBI. He guickly realized that his new job would be no bed
of roses when one of his first requests was turned down--a request for
the activation of a troop carrier squadron for the Fourteenth Air Force.

A szall transporb detachment had been in China since April 1942
when they were ordered there to evacuate personnel who participated in
the Doolittle Tokio raid., They had flown supplies and mail to forward
bases of the AVG and CiTF through all kinds of weather, but not until
Yarch 1943 when the Fourteenth was acbivated was an organized air
transport unit established, and even then it had only four planes.

Meanwhile the personmel, laboring under great difficulties, were
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apnarently forgotten when promotions were being made .1 As the Jmerican
forees in China grew and core forward bases were built, the need for a
full transport unit or troop carrier squadron became acute, and atben-
tion was once more called to the small unit which was already active
in that theater. On 14 July General Alexander of ICWATC had told ATC
Headquarters in Tashingion that CGeneral Chennault needed a troop carrier
squadron for dirsct support of contemplated operations, saying that he
believed such a squadron should be acbivated in China.? On 12 tugust ,
two days before he book fornal command in India, General Stratemeyer
czbled Ceneral Apnold that it was essential that o troop carrier sguad-
ron be ectivated for the Fourteenth .ir Force if for no other reason
than to make possible prozotion of perscnnel in China. The activation,
he said, would require no additional transports or personnel.3 In a
letter of 22 iugust to Gemersl Giles, his successor in lashingion, Gen-
eral Stratemsyer explained the situation more fully. He reiterated
that persomnel and planes were not required but that the activation
was necessary to aid morale by ziving promoticns te boys who had been
flying about 150 hours a month, and to enlisted men of long service in
the China detaclment. Fe added: "Chenmawlt will not go off half-
coczed and take advantage of the vacancies that exist if such a squadron
is activated.“}"

Cn 2 September Ceneral jArnold replied that it was absolutely ime
possible to authorize augmentation of the troop carrier units in CBI
besause of lack of aircraft and persommnel, and that over-all plans
precluded diversion ¢f other itrcop carrier units Lo that theater Soa
few days thereafter Cenersl Giles, replying to Genezgl: Stratemeyerts
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letter of 22 .mgust, reminded him that he (Stratemeyer) had turned dowm
a similer request previously while he was still Chief of the Alr Staff.
Furthermore, he said, the 273 Group Program as currenbtly set up would
not permit the uctivation of the squadron. ven replacerment pgersonnel
and planes to keep btle squadron operational sinply could not be spared.6

“hile this effort to alleviate the transport situsation was being
co: sidered the corbot units in China continued their harassing of the
Japanese., Until the middle of 3eptember all operabions had been handled
by the fighter squadrons and the 11lth Bombardzent Squadren (). The
heavy bombers, hampered by bad weather, had been making regular hauls
over the hump, breaking the monotony of the operations by dumping a few
borbs on Tengchwung and Myltkyina as they passed over. (n 14 and 15
September they ran the only combab wissions which they were destined to
carry out during the month,

In the first raid 15 B-24's took off to bomb targets in the llaiphong
resleon, but the first wave turned buck becuuse of the weather. Those
planes reaching the target made one direct hit on a 200-foot ship in dry
dock, anothier on the dock itself, and three more on the dock area on the
soubh shore of the river. is the planes started their down~hill s for
home tley savw smoke rising 4,000 feet into the uir above the target.
They encountered heavy and fairly accurzbe antiaireraft over the area
but met ho interception. The 1lth Sguadren wiich flew a diversiocnary
raid over the Howloon Docks aht Hong Kong dropped no bombs bui destroyed
four Zeros which attacked the forzation, To the north on the same day
the 449th's planes sank a 300-foot boat and probably sank a 350=foot

boat along the Yangtze River Mmilk run."
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ifter the successful mmescoited oxEretion st Hilohotir on the 14th it
was decided that five of the B=24's which had turned back because of
wenther should return the following day. This time, however, the enemy
was ready with 50 Zeros airborne over the target. Coxing out of the sun
from behind thunderheads the agsressive Zeros barreled into the smail
formation and almost wiped out the entire flight. Concenbrating on the
lead planes as they had at Hankow, they immediately shot down the first
plane. Snhortly after leaving the target a second plane went down with
one engine burning, no parachutes being sighted. & third plane, hard
hit, stayed with the formation a few minutes and then turned north. It
was hoped that it would reach friendly terriiory but was never heard
from. Two plenes, both crippled, returned to Kunming. Cne was unable
to get in. It crashed a short distance from tle field. ill on board
were killed. Of the five planes taking part in the mission four had
been lost with their entire crews. Since only one plane was ever abls
to report, the result of the bombing was never determined. ‘The return-
ing plane had been forced to jettison its bombs, and it is likely that
the mission was a complete failure. The one reporting plane claimed
to have destroyed 10 enemy planes with 18 more probables. Posgibly the
other planes shot down some enemy fighters, but American losses were so
nigh as to indicate Lhe inadvisability of continuing unescorted missions
by the B-R24's. The 373d Squadror was now alnost as badly crippled as
the 425th had been after the second Hankow raid.

Far to the north meanwhile, the llth Bombardment Squadron Was having
better success bombing the familiar cotbton mills ab ﬁh&hang. The 7

Vitchells, accompanied by 12 P-40%s, scored 23 bomb hits on the target
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and then successfully fought off the 12 Zeros which intercepted. Cne

. P-40 and one Zero were shot down in the ensuing fight, and four other
. Zeros were danaged.
‘ For the remainder of the morth only small ralds were mounted by
the Fourteenth Lir Force, none of them by heavy bombers. From 16 to
22 Jeptember the 11tk Sguadron with fighter escort concentrated exclum
sively on the Hankow-Kiukiang circuit. In 24 sorties during the six-
day period they blasted ammunition dumps at Yangsin, a foundry at
Shihhuiyao, and shipping, docks, and railroad yards at Klukiang. They
fiew their last two raids of the month on 27 and 30 September against
shipoing in Tonkin Bay and off the coast at Fort Bayard. Both raids
were unsuccessful.

The long quiescent Japanese howbers finally came out of hiding on
R0 September, and instead of continuing their campaign against the for—
ward bases at Hengyang, Kweilin, and Lingling, they struck at Kunming.
This snift was logical for at least two reasons, By that time there
were four fighter squadrons at hweilin, Lingling, and Hengyang, close
enough together sc that if sufficient warning were given, the fighters
from any one of the bases could aid in protection of either of the other
two. On the other hand, only one sguadron was based at Kumming, and the
only other squadron which could be of assistance in case of a raid was
the 25th at Yunnanyi., The movement of the major fighter sirength to the
ecastern bases had therefore made them more defensible against bombing
attack than was Kunming itself. The other probable reason for the
. attack on Kunming was that it was the area whence the B-24's ran their

missions. For several weeks it had appeared that the Japanese were more
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interested in destruction of the heavy bombers than in stopping the
forays of the mediums or fighter-bombers. Possibly they hoped to destroy
the B-24's on the ground at their home bases.

Abtacking the main airdrome at Kunming, 27 twin-engine bombers,
accompanied by 20 to 30 fighters, strung their bombs across the field,
through the compound at the north end, and on toward the northeast.
Several bombs hit the mnways, three fell in the compound, and most of
the others fell in open areas. One C-47 was desiroyed on the ground
and several others were damaged by bomb fragments. A direet hit on the
garage completely destroyed the structure and its contents. Directly
after the bomb run 27 P-40's and 3 P-38ts from the l6th and 75th Fighter
Squadrons intercepted., During the battle the enemy bombers malntained
auperb formetion diseipline, planes in flames holding their position
wmtil they exploded. Ais much, however, cannot be said for their escort.
Their poor flying enabled the Americans to make their first pass with
little opposition. After all reports were in, 15 bombers were claimed
as confirmed, along with six fighters, and a still larger number claimed
as probables. Cne P=-40 and one P-38 were shot down and several others
damaged in the aerial batbtle, while in addition to the C-47 destroyed
on the ground seven others were found to have suffered damage. If it
had been the air of the Japanese to destroy B=24's they had obviously
faileds it was also obvious that the enemy fighter pilots were not of
the same caliber as those previously met at Hankow, Canton, and Haiphong,
although it is possible that they had not been trained in the art of
fiving escort to their own bombers. £

The Kunming raid was the last major effort of the Japanese air force
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in Septexber. Ais /fmerican operctions in the last few days of the month
drew to a close there could be no doubt that the aerial situation in
China had greatly improved singce the dark days of July. The heavy
bombers had suffered serious setbacks in jugust und September, but the
mediums and fighter-bombers had been able to keep the upper hand, even
in the face of the new Jap fighter planes. The forward bases secemed
more secure than ever, and with these bases comparatively safe from
eneny aerial interference, tho .mericans could be expected to plan
numerous and varying missions to confuse the Japanese in the future.

Yost of the ivherent difficultles of thelourteenth, however, wers
as yeb without solution. A glance at recommendations by conmanding
officers of tactical unils reveals the serious character of the many
handicaps under which they were operating in the late sumier and early
fall of 1943. The chief cause of dissatisfaction among the fighter
squadrens wasg, of course, the inferiority of availeble American fighter
aircraft to the new Japanese Zero. Throughout .iugush laj. Robert Costello
of the 76th Squadron, stationed at Hengyang, recommended that P-51 type
fighters be introduced to the theater at once. In deseribing the new
eneny fighter he said that it had an elliptical wing similar to the Spit-
fire and seexmed to be lorger than the earlier models. "This shlp is able
to dive with the P-A0 thus leavins us at their merey.% 1%aj. Robert L.
Liles of the 16th Squadron, then stationed at Yammanyl, reported early
in September: "The Japanese have evidently changed their tactics in
this area and no longer come in below 20,000 feet. Instead they come
in above our P~4O's and we are unable to get to their-altitude. Our

planes indieate only 120 miles per hour at 30,000 feet and will go no
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highere. Suggest that P-40's be irproved with a super-charger or be re-
placed by an airplane that will combat Zevos at 30,000 feet and above 17

Late in iuenst Lt. Col. Norval C. Bonawitz of the 74th Fighter Squad-
ron ab Kweilin said: "Taeties used by the Japs . . . showed definite
improvement over previous tactics. By using their superior altitude they
remained out of range of the P=40's, dropping down by twos and threes to
make one or two passes then zooming for altitude as soon as their ad-
vantage was lost. Under such tacties the F-40 will not operate effective~
1y against them, A plane with greater altitude range is needed tc combat
these tactics.! Soon afterward Cupb. William R. Crooks, also of the 7ith,
reported: !"Hecent operations against the new type Zero have shown that
the P-40 has little, if any, advantage in speed--(one of the few advalk ~
tages we have had up Lo this time)." At about the same time HMaj. Edmund
R. Goss of the 75th Squadron ab Kunming said: #ifew airplanes . . . are
needed immediately to coubat the new improved Japanese fighters which
have both speed and altitude advantage over our P-i0's.H Lt. Col. S. B.
Knowles of 23d Group Headquarters explained early in Seotembers YA P-40
must have several thousand feet altitude to be sure of oubt diving the
new type Zero . . . » They are able to dive with the P=40 to speeds in
excess of 400 miles per hour. They have seversl thousand feet altitude
advantage. The new Zerc at low altitude can easily overtake a P=40 and
vermain in range for sufficient tire to shoot it down. "8

Fron these reports it is clear that the Japanese were uging the new
fighters and improved tactics in every sector of the_t{aeater, for every
P=}0 squadron, regardiess of its location, sent in appeals for new-type

aircraft. Significantly, the P-33 squadron at Lingling made no such
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Aside from the critical need for better fighters many less pressing

. problems presented themselves with regularity. Aircraft on hand fre-
- quently remained out of action for weexs awaiting minor parts, while
. others had engines so badly worr that they were unfit for anything ex-

cept defensive duties over the airdromes. New engines were rarely
available vhen needed, and engines arriving from overhauls at the Agra
depot in India were found unfit for use until further work was done on
them. Replacement crews were critically needed to allow the return to
the United states of men who had been in the theater for 18 months or
more, some of them already ineffective because of war weariness. The
few crews which arrived were frequently inadequately trained, especially
in formation, high~altitude, and instrument flying. At the forward
bases Fost Exchange supplies were not available for periods of months
at a time, and ab least cne squadron was unable to get GI shoes for the
ground men. Ammunition was found to be faulty on many occasions, one
squadron reporting that only one out of 10 tracers would ignite, and
that more than 50 per cent of the armor-piercing ammunition was defec-
tive?
lorale undoubtedly suffered, particularly when stories reached

the theater of combat crews in obther theaters being prompitly reburned
to the Zone of the Interior upon completion of a ecerbtain number of
missions, or upon completion of a given number of combat hours; yet,

. withal, morale remained remarkably high., Iany of the difficulties were
at least partially overcome by "Yankee ingenuity," and despite their

, "eprousing” the combat units never lost their ageressiveness. The “for-
gotten men! of the ALF, the men of the Fourteenth probably realized
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that they were getting about all the help that could be expected under

the circumstances. Ileanwhile, had they known of them, they might have
gained some comfort from the strenuous efforts being made in their be-
half at the highest levels.

On 24 Sepbenber General Stratemeyer asked General ALrneld for further
instructions as to the transfer of the 341lst Bombardment Group (!J.’), then
in India, to the Fourteenth. He said thab General Chemnault needed the
additional squadrons to abtback innuwmerable targets in China bub that
General Davidson was currently using them against urgent targebs in
north Burma. He believed that another medium group should be assigned
to the theater as early as possible and said that theeventuwal arrival of
the Chinese-imerican medium group in China, scheduled for 1 larch 1944,
would not eliminate the necessiby of assisnment of the 341st to the
Fourteenth, JAwaiting further orders, however, he said that the 34lst
would remain with the Tenth until an additional medium group arrived
in the theater.l?

On 27 Sephtember Dr. Soong passed on to President Rocsevelt a message
which he had recently received from the CGeneralissimo, apparently the
message to which General Chennault had referred in his message to General
arnold on 25 July. Chiasng Kai=-shek had reviewed the failure to receive
reinforcements which were to enable General Chenmnault to undertake an
ambibious aerizl offensive in China, and further, had invited stlention
to the understrength of the units already in China. aAs of 5 September,
he said, there were in China with the Fourteenth only 25 operational
fighter planes plus 20 reparable, and 16 medium bombers, oni,y 9 of which

were in commission. Chiang felt that only a presidential directive could
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save the original plan for China operations "agreed upon by all con=-

135

ecerned.! Ee listed Generaul Chennaulit's pressing needs as follows:

1. Cne fighter scuadron immediately, exclusive of the two
currently on the move, plus 45 fighter alrcraft to bring
the other squadrons to full strength

2. Rerxlacerents of 35 fighters monthly

3. Two more medium bombardment sjnadrons imuediately

L IXchanpe of an existing P-40 squadron for one of the
P=51 sguadrons arriving in Indis so that General
Chennault would have fighters capable of meeting the
improved Jupanese Zero presently aopearing in China,

5. Tires npore assistants skilled in tie koowledge of
Chinese terrain and Japanese air tactics, to wit,
llajors KEill, Bond, and Rector

The Generalissino concluded that the shilt of aireraft from India could
be accomplished abt once because there were more than 250 fighters and
three medium bombardment squadrons then with the Pentin, 11

Chigng Kai-shek's information on the number of aireraft in India
and China wes remarkably acceurute, and one sees the hand of General
Chennazalt in the entire messase .12 avaery item had alrveady been reguested
by the Fourteenth's commander, and fallure to obtain reinforcements
through regular chonnels evidently had led to an apteal through higher
charmels o the top comand level.

For «ll the coxplications in China the most obvious und serious
drawback in nourisidng the anemic Fourteenth Mir Force was the snail-pace
rise in the huup tommage. Difficulties with the (-46, construction pro-
blems ut projected ..ssuw buses, shortase of ground trunsportation and

loading racilities, and the Culoutta—~issam communications bottleneck &ll

combined to defeat tle hump project and thereby to emasculate the aerial
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effort over China in 1943. Relnforcerments were on the way by 1 Cctober,
but too late to carry out the plan so carefully laid by General Chennault,

But disappointment was not limited to the people in the China theater,
A memorandum from Dr. Soong to President Roosevelt in mid~October elicited
this outburst in & mesorandum from the President to Generual Marshall: HI
an sbill pretty thoroughly disgusted with the Indiza-China mabters + o «
Everything seezs Lo go virong. But the worst thing is that we are falling
down on our promises every single time, /e have not fulfilled one of
then yet."13 On the sume day the Fresident said in another communication
to Cencral llarshall: Milmost everything seems to have sone wrong with
our program for supporting Chennuult. I aa sure that Somervell, when
he puts his mind to it, can put & resl punch behind it."lh In reply
General llarshall celled attention of the Fresident to the dependence of
bhe wir eifort in China upon cortain inprovements in India, largely a
British responsibility.l5 Imnediately President Roosevelt sent u messape
to Frime linister Churchill suying that he was disturbed sbout the build-
up of air facilities in assum «nd the developeent of the Calcubba-issam
supply line. He said that Cereral Chemnazulit'!s force was the one specific
contribution that eovld be riade in Chine in the next few months and thet
the Fourteenth could not operate without more supplies. He cencluded:
UT wish you wonld take a personal part in this business because I am a
bit apprehensive that with our new project in Burma our zir foree in
China will be forgotten and I think that is a preat mistake, w6

Liith Fresident Roosevelt, Frime llinlster Churchill, and the General-
issimo all behind the project, the Fourteenth could reascnably expect

some improvements, bubt it was already too late, for CGeneral Chenneult to
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wount the aerial offensive before bad weather set in anain. Precious
. months hed already been logt, Cnly in 1944 could there be any real

implementation of the plans laid ot Casablanca and Trident.
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. GLOS:ARY

- M8/53 Assistant Chief of air Staff
40/8 sosistant Chief of Staff
Aetz. Acti‘ng
_ Apwar Adjubant General, ljar Department
Arrdel Hq., Theater Communder, New Delhi (Rear Zchelon)
Amnisca Ed., Theater Commander, Chungking
Aquila Ho., Tenth Air Force
A50 Air Service Command
ATC | My Tronsport Comzond
Atz ’merican Volunteer Group
CATF China Mir Task Forece
C¢BI China-Burma~India
cCs Combined Chiefs of 3taff
CHAG Chiina Iatlional Airways Company
Cozuk Hge, Fourteenth iir Force
¢/s Chief of Staff
DG/iS Depuby Chief of Mr Staff
B85 India-Burma Sector
IC.;ATC Indiz-China Jing, Lir Transgort Command
Lir. Letter
¥ Iilitary Attaché
ilsg,. I'essuge
CR Operations, Comiitments, and Requirements
OFD Operations Division, \ar Department General Staff
CTu Operabional Training Unit
Sgd. Sirmed
S05 Services of Supply
TAG The ,djubant Ceneral

P‘#?\'\: N fmw— A ”Jt/

»‘I-!h\"

T G GFDENTIAL

LWL LT

' . Vit
- e e b

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
! CONFIDENTIAL

BIBLICGRAFHICAL 3TATEELT

The sources upoa which this study has been
a2sed ere well enough indicated in the notes, They
have been drawn larpely froa pessage files held in
A'F Historieal Office, clussified files, the Intel-
ligence library, and the files of the several AaF

Heuadguarters! ofiices.
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NOTES

Chepter Y

See AAF Historical Studies No. 12, Tenth Alr Force, 1942; AAFRH=4.

Ibid,

For popular sccounts of the Ameriesn Volunteer Group, see: Robert Be
Hotz, With General Ghe!mault 3 Russell Whelan, The Flying Tipers;

Olge Greenlew, The Lady and the Tigers.

See n. 3 sbova,.

Interviemw with Constantine Leo Zekhartchenko, Alr Adviser to Chinese
Govermment, 19 April 43.

Sea Tenth Air Fores, 1842, Chap. III, n. B.

Material for this and suogseding persgraphs was obtained largely
from decoration orders, stabion lists, and populer eccounts.
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Chepter II

See AAFRH=%.

Inclosure to ltr., Chemsult to Arnold, 4 March 43.

Ltr., Chennault to Arnold, 4 Mesrch 43.

Lire, Arnold to Stilwell, 7 Feb. 43.

See ne 2 above,

Figures besed on material obteined from Statistical Control.
General Chemeult asked snd received permission to remove them from
combat duty. CM=-IN-13843, 26 March 43, Stllwell to Arnold, #274.
On 1 March there were 12 P~40B's, and 16 P-40E's still on duty with
the Fourteenth. Weekly Status end Operations Report (Form 34)

Seo n. 2 dbhove.

See n. 3 gbove.

Memo for DC/AS from AC/AS Plans, sgd. by General Anderson, 5 April
45

Ihid.

CH-0UT=330,2 July 1943, Arnold to Stilwell, #2909
Ltre, Arnold to Chemmeult, 2 April 43,

Jbid.

A11 squadrons were bssed in the immediate vieinity of Kumming
except the 74th which wes at nearby Yunnenyi. Form 34.

Memo for Stratemeysr fran Mershell, 18 March 43.
Ibid.

Yemo for IMershall from Stretemeyer, 20 lerch 43.
Nemo for Hershall from Arneld, 23 Merch 43,

Vemo for General Hendy from Cols Te S. Timbermen, Chief, India-
Chine Sec., Theator Gpe, OFD, 23 Nerch 43.
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Memo for Msrshell from Stratemeyer, 26 March 43.
Msges, Roosevelt to Chlang Kai~-shek, 31 March 43.

Memo for Marskall from Brige Gen. Je E. Hull, Aotge AC/S,
14 April 43«

Newo for TAG from Hq. AAF, 24 April 43.
Station Lists, 10th end 1l4th Air Forces, 1943,
Pigures fram Statistical Control, besed on sirersft stetus reports.

Yemos for Roosevelt from Marshell, 10 and 12 April 43; memo for
Mershell fran Roosevelt, 12 April 43; msge, Marshall to Stilwell,
11 April 43; memo for Mershall from Arnold, 12 April 43, notation
by GCM at bottom of page.

For the following discussion of opinions held by Generals Stilwell
and Chermeult, and by other key representatives of the interssted
goverments, reference should be made to +he papers of the Trident
Conference and to mepopandums from Arnold to Marshall, 29 Oct. 43,
and from Stilwell to Mershell, 15 May 43.

CCcS 239/1, Incle 4, 23 Mey 43.
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Chapter III

Report of Brig. Gen. Howerd C. Davidson to Gens Arnold, 22 Jums
43 /Davidson Repor1:7 .

Jbid.

Ibid.

Ltr., Arnold to Stilwell, 7 Feb. 43, ATC COpersetions India to China.
Ibid.; CM-QUT-8535, 25 Jan. 43, Stretemeyer ard George to Arnold,
F1452; memo for G/S from Brige Gen. Je B. Hull Actge AC/S,

14 April 43,

Dreft of letter to Chenneult prepared by Gen. Ruter, undated;

memo for Gene. Qo Ao Anderson by Lte Cole George C. Carey,

"Generel Chenneult's Talk in G-2," undated.

Msge, Arnold to Stretemeyer, 13 March 43, f1124.

Memo for Deputy C/AS from AC/BS Plans, sgde O« Ae Andersen,
5 April 43,

Yemo for Mershall from Arnold, 23 March 43.
See above ne 5.

Figures obtained from official reports ICWATC to Eq. AAF.

&

id.

See sbove n. 1.

Ibid.

Iire, Aloxander to Arnold 19 April 43.
Devidson Report.

Ltre, Ge No Macready, British Joint Staff Mission, to Arnold,
10 May 43.
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22, See ebove n. 15,

o 23, Ibid.

2¢. Jbid.

25. See sbove n. 16.

28. See sbove n. 17.

27. Joid.

28, See thove n. 1l6.

29, BSee above N. Be

30. Ibid.

3l. Cable files throughout the summer of 1943 are filled with reports
of defects in the C~46 and the efforts to overcome them in the
field.

32, C(M=-QUT=-8568, 21 Aug. 43, Arnold to Stratemeyer, #2600.

33. Seo above n. 8,

34. R4R, Gen. George to AC/AS OC&R, 14 June 43.

5Be Ibid.; CN-QUT~B53D0, 25 Jen. 43, Stratemeyer and George to Arnold,
#1432; Cire #6, Rear Echelon H3. USAF CBI, New Delhi, sgde Brize
Gen. B. G+ Ferris, 14 Apri] 43.

36« HR&R, Strebemeysr to Giles, 6 June 43.

37« OSee sbove n. 3l

28+ R&R, Glles to Stratemeyer, 1 July 43.

3%« Rickenbemcker Report.

40, CMN-QUT-8535, 25 Jene 43, Stratemeyer and George to- Armold, #1432.

4l. Rickenbecker Repord.

42, Iir., Alexsnder to Stretemeyer, 10 July 43.

. 43, CH=-QUT-5851, 14 June 43, Marshell to Wheeler, #280?; Davidson
Report.

44, Cir. 76, Resr Echelon Hq. USAF CBI, New Delhi, sgd. Brig. Gen.
Be Ge Perris, 14 April 43.
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CM-OUT~8635, 25 Jene. 43, Stretemoyer and George to Arnold, 4f1432;
CM=-IN~31243, 21 March 43, Bissell 4o George, /* Aguila R 770 XS;
CM=-IN=-15045, 28 March 43, Bissell to George, # Aquila R 1088 A;
Cl-IN=5116, 9 April 43, Bissell to George, # Aguila P 214 XS;
CM-IN-8882, 15 April 43, Bissell to Frenk, 4 Aquile W 195 PXS;
CM~IN-0770, 16 May 43, Ferris to Marshall, 3 Amdel AG 506;
CM-QUL-8658, 21 Aug. 43, Arnold to Stratemeyer, #2600,

History of Evolutlon of 5320th Alr Defense Wing.

Quotation from ltr., Chenneult to Arnold 27 June 43, along with
draft of lebtter to Chemneult prepared by Gen. Kubere

Ltr., Madsme Chleng Kaj-shek to President Roosevelt, 30 July 43.
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Chapter IV

Inberview with Col, Bruce K. Holloway, 16 Nov. 43. In this study
the chief sources for the combet operetions have been Weekly Status
end Operstions Reports, Deily Tactical Reports, Ceble Messsges, and
unit histories. Since these sources are srranged chronologicsally
it was felt unnecessery to meke individual cltatlons for all opera~
tions. In those instsnces, however, where en unususl stetement heas
been made, and/or where sources other than those mentioned above
have besn used, individual footnotes have been appended.

Sumsarization of Operations of China Air Task Force from July 1942

to Febe 5, 1943, extracted by Anslysis and Allocstion Unit, Record Sec,,
Informetional Intell. Dive, 26 Merch 43, from Report of Ha. CATF,
0ffice of Operations Officer, Kurming, Chins, 6 Febe 43, in A-2
Library, Chine 9910, 1941-1943. Stetistics on AVG from Tenth Alr Forge
2942.. GSee also Robert Hobtz, With Gemeral Chemneult,

Interview with Col, Merian C. Cooper, Chief of Steff, CATF, 16
Jone 43. BSee also interview Col. Hollowsy.

14th AF Intelligence Summaries, 26 Merch 43, based on report of the
Chinese Alr Force.

Tbid., 21 April 43, based on report from the Us S. Militery Attache
in Chungking.

Ibigds, 28 April 43.

Ibid., 14 April, § May 43. See alsc Deily Tactical Report Asiatic
Thesater, 10 April 1843, One P=40 returned beceuse of engine
trouble. Daily Tactical Report, 10 April 43. In addition to this
combat operation, two spectecular reconneissence flights were flown
from Kurming. One photo plane, meking & round trip of some 1,700
miles, covered Icheang, Hankow, snd Changshe., The cther flew 2,400
miles to photograph Amoy, Foochow, and northern Formosa. It
refueled ut one of the sdverced bases. Daily Tactiesl Report,
Asiatic Theater 12 April 43.

14th AY Intelligence Summaries, 25 June 43.
Ibid.
Daily Tectiosl Report, Asiebic Theater, 4 May 43.

Ibid.

Ibid., 30 Aprid 43. CONFIDENTIAL
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Davidson Report.

History, 308th Bamb Gp. (H)e See also Daily Tactical Report,
Asiatic Theater, 5 Mey 43.

l4th AF Intelligence Summeries, 4 Aug. 45.

Ibid., 30 June 43,

Deily Teoticel Repori, Asiastic Theater, 13 May 43.
14th AF Inbelliipgence Sumerlies, 17 lMay 43.

Ibid., 16 June 43.

Ibid., 22 Usy 43.
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Cl=-IN=-11607, 19 April 43, Stilwell to Armold, ¥ Ammisos 356; memo
for Arnold from Brige Gen. Je Be HEull, Actg. AC/S, 20 April 43;
CM-IN-5710, 9 May 43, Glemn to Chemnault, f Coguk MA 126 W 76.

Memo for Brige Gen. Je B« Hull, Actge AC/S from Brige Gene L. Ge
Ssunders, DC/AS, 9 May 43.

Hemo for Stilwsell from Brig. Gen. L. G. Saunderas, DC‘/AS, 1l May 43.

Ltre, Chennault to Stilwell, 30 Juie 43, bvearing indorsements by
Generanls Stilwell end Ferrils, 12 and 23 July 43.

General Heddon arrived in China with General Glenn and the other
Fourteenth Alr Foros 8taff officers.

Daily Tactloal Report, Aslatic Theater, 26 April 43.
14th AF Intelligence Summaries, 13 June 43,

NeInnis, Edgar, The Var: Fourth Year, 220.

The P-40K's and P~-40Mts had the disedvantege of belny much heavier
than the P-40E model.

History, 308th Bomb Gp. (H)e

Ibid.

MeInnis, Edgar, The War: Fourth Year, 220.

History, 308th Bomb Gp.

Ibid.

Ibide

Ivid.

Ibvid.

Dedly Teoticel Report, 2 June 43,

Histery, 308th Boumb Gp.

14th AF Intelligence Summaries, 23 June 43.
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21, Ibid. American fighter pilots and bomber crowmen made ganarous
contributions to & fund for relief of the Chlnese who had
. suffered as & result of the rald.

22+ See Appe G
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Chaptex VI

By the third week in September the 16th, 74th, 75th, and 76th
Squadrons had on hand 35 P=-40K's, 16 P-40M's, 6 P40N's, only 5
P-40E's snd no P=-40B's. Form 34.

Davidson Report.

Ibide

Daily Tactical Report, Asiatic Theater, 9 July 43.

14th AF Intelligence Summeries, 7 July 43.

History 308th Bomb Gp.

Ibid,

Ibid.

Ibid.; Daily Tactical Report, Asistic Theater, 14 July 43.
Ibid.

14th AF Intelligence Summeries, 16 July 43.
Ibida., 18 Auz. 43.

Ibide, 20 Aupg. 43.

Daily Intelligence Extract, 4 Auge. 43.
lath AF Intelligence Sumeries, 30 July 43.

History, 308th Bamb Gp.
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Chapter VIT

Figures from Stetistical Controle.

CM~IN=-18320, 25 July 43, Chennault to Arnold, :f Coguk W 97 YB.
CU-IN-0562, 13 Aug. 43, Chepnault to Armold, # Coguk W 41 AC.
CM~QUT=847T, 17 Aug. 43, Arnold to Stratemeyer, ;f3166.

Memo for AG/AS Pleas fras Stratemeyer, & June 43.

Memo for AC/AS MUED from Stratemeyor, undated.

Comment ;1 on memo for AC/AS OCSR from Gen. Kuter, deted 10 July 43,
Memo for Arnold from HMej. Gene Thomes Te. Hendy, J\/CS, 19 June 435,
CM-TH=-2673, 7 July 43, Stilwell to Arnold, -f Aquila D 427.
CM-0UT=3366, 9 July 43, Armold to Stilwell, #2983,

Form 34, 15 to 21 Aug. 43.

Daily Tectical Report, Asiatic Theaber, 19 Aug. 43.

Ibide, 23 Auge 43.

Interview with Col. Holloway.

History, 308th Bomb Gpe

Daily Tectical Report, Asimtic Theaber, 7 Seps 435.

History, 303th Bamb Gp.
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CM=-0UT~3460, 8 July 43, Mershell to Stilwell, ;f2875; memo for
AC/AS Plans from Stratemeyer, 1 July 433 notation, sgd. by
Stratemeyer, on memo for Arnold from Davidson, 27 June 43.

¥emo for AG/AS Piens from Strabtumeyer, 1 July 43; memo for
Stratemeyer from Davidson, § July 43.

CM=IN-12097, 20 April 43, Chennault to Arnold, #361; OM~OUT~2150,
5 June 43, Marshall to Stilwell, 2762; memo for Arnold from
Davidson, 27 June 43.

CM~0UT-1712, 4 July 43, Arnold to Chemmeult, ;1563 memo for Arnold
from Davidson, 27 June 43.

CM-IN=-1955, 3 July 43, Chennemlt to Armold, # Coguk W 1 UB;
CM=0UT«1712, 4 July 43, Arnold to Chermanlt, 7166

CH=QUT=-128913, 30 June 43, Arncld to Stilwell, #1860;
CM-QUT~3521, 21 July 43, Arnold bo Chenmeult, 30133
(M=-0UT=13629, 29 Sep. 43, Arncld to Stilwell, {1{%3260:
CH=IN~151), 13 Oct. 43, Stratemeyer to Arnold, *}5 Aquila W 2331.

CM=-1N=213, 1 July 43, Chennault bto Arnold, j Coguk W 277,
Yemo for Arnold from Davidson, 27 June 43.

CM=-IN=-10715, 20 March 43, Stilwell o Marshall, ;f Ammisca 249;
CM=0UT unnurhered, 16 July 43, Roosevelt to Chleng Kai-shek, # WD
3018; CM-OUT-7186, 17 July 43, Mershall to Stilwell, #3024;
CH~0UT~7951, 20 July 43, Marshall to Stilwell, #3034;
CM-IN»16520, 23 July 43, Stilwell to Mershall, -f Ammdel AG 1026,

The orginal designation for the post was Commanding Genersl, Army
Air Forece Units, Indle~Burms Thesbter, snd Air Adviser to Asiatic
Thester Comnander. CM=0UT=8778, 21 June 43, Arnold to Stilwsll,
#2861; CM~IN-14682, 23 June 43, Stilwell to Arnold, # Ammisca 571;
CM=IN=14715, 23 June 43, Stllwell to Arnold, unnumbered;
CH=0UT=10613, 26 June 43, Maershell to Stilwell, #2882;
CM=-IN~-15328, 26 June 43, Stilwell to Harshall, :#591.

Also ses History of USAAF, IBS, CBI, and supporting documents,

GO #1 Hq. CBI Air Service Command, 20 Auge 43.
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CCS 308/3 21 Auge 43.
History of USAAF, IBS, CBI.

CCS 305, 14 Ang. 43. COS 312 and CCS 312/1, 6 Aug. 43.
€S 319/6, 24 Auge 43.

CCS 11th NMeeting, 18 Aug. 43.

Ibid.

History of USAAF, IBS, 81, passim.

Ltre, Arncld to Stilwell, 28 Aug. 43.

Ltrs, Arnold to Stratemeyer, 28 Aug. 43,

Lire, Arnold to Chenneult, 28 Aug. 43.

CM=~0UT=-11828, 28 Ang. 43, Arnold to Stratemeyer, ;F2716.
CM~-IN-23795, 31 Auge. 43, Stratemeyer to Arnold, 7 Aquila W 1860 AB.

Msge, Roosevelt to Chiang Kel-shek, 31 Merch 43; CM-IN-11063,
29 Aug. 43, Stilwell to Mershell, f Ammiscs 70.

Ltre, Te Ve Soong, Minister of Foreign Affeirs, Lo Giles, 6 Seps 43
Ltr., Giles to Soomng, 8 Sep. 43.

CM-IN-9967, 13 Sep. 43, Stratemeyer to Armold, # Aquile § 28 TE.
Figures from Statistical Control.

Dally Tactienl Report, Asistic Theater, 8 Sep. 43.

Form 34, 5-11 Sepi. 43 Hq. 23d Fighter Gp, See also seme report
for 74th Fighter Sq.

Inberview with Col. Hollowmy,.
Form 34, 11 Sep. 43, llth Bamb Sq. (M).

CM=-IN=-9072, 11 Sep. 43, Chenneult to Arnold.
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’ Chapter IX

1. History of 32234 Troop Carrier 3q., April 1942-Des. 1943,
2. CM-IN-9780, 14 July 43, Alexander to Love, f HN 337.

3. OM-IK-135631, 18 Auge 43, Stretemeyer to Arnold, # Anmdel AG 1407;
CM=-IN-133, 1 Sep. 43, Strstemeyer to Arnold, # Aquile W 1877 AC.

4s 1lbr., Stretemeyer to Giles, 22 Aug. 43.

Bs CH=0UT~S538, 2 Sep. 43, Arnold to Stratemeyer, i 2776.
6. ILbr., Giles to Stratemeyer, 8 Seps 43,

7. Form 34, 1943, passim.

8. JIbid.

9., Ihid.

10. CM=IN-17120, 24 Sep. 43, Stratemeyer to Arnocld, # Aquile W 2240.

11. Mtemo for Roosevelt from Soong, 27 Sepe 43.

12, Alreraft status reports from the Tenth and Fourteenth Air Forces,
1 Sep. 43, show 86 operational fighters in Chine and 242 fighters
in Indis.

13, Iemo for Marshall from Roosevelt, 16 Oct. 43.

l4. Itr., Roosevelt to Marshall, 15 Oct. 43.

15s lemo for Roosevelt from Marshall, 18 Octes 43.

16. ¥sg., Roosavelt to Churchill, 18 Oct. 43,
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Summarizabion of Ggeraticns of China Air Tusk Foree
From dJuly 1942 to Februury 5, 1943.

. I. 234 Fighter Group
s Cperations
. (1) Total combut time 5836215
(2) Tobal c:xbat nissgions 1448:00
i (3) Eremy alrcraft destroyed aix 122
. (L) Znemy aircraft destroyed ground 31
(5) US losses from enesy uction 21
. (6) US losses noncombub 18
(7} Tnemy trucks destroyed 60
(8) Enexmy trucks duamased Lo
(9) "nemy suntouts dostroyed i
(10) Imemy burces destroyed L
(11) Znemy Junks destroyed 2
(12) Znemy tuszs destroyed 2
(13) Enemy turs dawaced 1
B. Jmuounltion and pvrcteckmcs expended
(L) 550 demoliton borbs 24,
{(2) 559 demoliton bombs 13
(3) 250 demollton bowmba 8
(&) 35 rrocpentation bombs 11
(5) 17 kg fragnentation bombs 132
(6) 14 kg {ragmentotion boubs 12
(7) 30 cal zrrounition 193,520 rds
(2) 52 cal azmunition 236,157 rds
11, 1lth Bemb Zg (11)
Jia Gperations
(1) Inexy aircraft destroyed air-confirmed 9
~nrobable 11

cround~ccnfirmcd 82
~probable 51

(2) Iumber of covbzl missions 62
(3} Totul codbut hours 1043:20
(4) Bouts suni: g
(5) lighters swik 100
B. .rmunition ucd pyrotechinics expended
(1) lumter of bombs expended
¥5 30 1b 2642
50 Kg Russian 712
107 Iz Russian 218
250 Lg Russian 118
50 Kg Chiness demo 420
- 50 Iz Chinese incend 120
100 Ly Chinese dexo 308
1730 100 1b 1,08
. 143 500 1b 324
Incendiary clusters &3
131 300 1b 7

(2) somition expended--30 eal 29,800 anproy—-ﬂo eal 26,100 approx
(3) v nurber of planes in cormission

) Cé&iimi;:.:seslbomb _noncorbel %2 CDRHD[‘ T l&\i;_
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«ppendix 2

Pourteenth .iir Force Hump Tonnarc
April«Ceotober 1943

Total Tonnage Petroleum, CGil, Cthers
and Lubricants

‘1loentions Reeceipts Allocations Receirts Allocations Receipts

spril 1,270 872 g00 620 370 192
Yoy 1,270 1,723 795 1,397 L 331
June 3,340 1,923 2,499 1,706 861 222
July 4,700 3,233 3,408 2,074 1,292 1,159
Auguet 1,700 3,038 3,320 1,992 1,380 1,046
Scptember 4,700 L5768t 3,220 3,413 1,470 1,163
Octoker 1,700 k,225 3,211 3,022 1,489 1,203
Total 24,700 19,600 17,354 14,281 7,346 5,316

(L) Tne origincl report lists this fiscure as 4,575 but in view of the figures
given in the breakdown, as well as another report made by the same orgeani-
zation, the obvious error has Lbeen corrected.

Report prepared by 24th Statisticul fonbrel Umit, China.
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Operations and Resources of Fourteenth ..ir Force
May=-Cetober 1943

RISCURCES OEZRATIONS
FPersonnel siveraft  Huip Sorties Tons of hombs
of 14th F on hand tommage  flown dropped
Vay 2,502 158 1,728 936 121
June 2,5kT 17 1,928 48 67
July 2,618 176 3,233 1,016 191
Sanust 2,827 182 3,038 1,071 133
Septerber 3,365 18l L, 576 1,254 161
Cetober 3,79% 193 4,226 1,365 318

Figures compiled by 24th Statistical Control Unit, 20 June 1944.
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STATISTICAL LIFORWIICH OF IIRP TOILACS
APRIL-COTOBER 1943

. ek TOUATC boms CINAC bons Total tons(l) IC 4TC @0
ending to Chiina to China 1o China Planes on hand Planes
) =87 Cho [C=h7 [C-541Tobal on hand
C-53

20 April 720 181 90L

27 fpril 552 193 745

L May 676 146 822 12 |28 |oo 130 20
1l Loy 535 245 780

18 ey 357 235 592 i3 |33 (91 137 20
25 Ty 111 157 598 13 (35 |ea 136 20
1 June 557 99 656

& June 51 191 732 12 {46 |28 146 20
15 June 593 221 794 11 {47 |57 145 20
22 June 662 159 851, 11 |47 |85 143 20
29 June L3 160 603 10 146 |8y W0 20
6 July 195 185 680 17 {48 ey 149 20
13 July 662 261, 926 19 |62 83 |1 |65 25
20 July 577 272 2L9 20 (70 183 |1 | 25
27 quly 1,063 261 1,32k 22 |7 83 |1 | 27
3 iug. 1,237 251 1,423 22 [85 {83 {1 |91 27
10 aug. 852 302 1,155 2 |93 {83 |1 {203 27
17 iug. 1,002 315 1,317 35 |96 183 |1 |25 23
2L, Aug. 872 312 1,18l

3L iug. 1,310 260 1,570 36 01 {82 219 23
7 Sev. 1,507 271 1,778

14 Sep. 1,085 283 1,373 43 phos e 230(2) 23
21 Sep. 1,407 261, 1,671 43 fo2 |aL 226 23
28 Sep. 1,145 311 1,510 42 poi 77 220 23
5 Oot. 1,401 332 1775 43 poo |79 222 23
12 Cct. 1,286 274 1,641 Li, {98 [76 218 23

(1) Totals for 23 September, 5 Cctober, and 12 October include 54, 42, and
&l tons hauled by 2d Troop Carrier Squedron.

(2) During the week ending 14 Sestember, 100 ICUATC were grounded per day,
for various reasons.

This table was compiled from regorts made by ICUATC to Hg. AAF, Vashingbon.
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Appendix 5
Aly Forces Personnel in China
. July 1942-0ctober 1943
Fourteenth iir Force Alr Service Command
Officers Enlisted Total Officers Eniisted Total
len ’ en
) 1942
July 177 357 534 4 36 50
AUZ. 172 383 555 5 36 1
Sep. 184 395 579 b 36 451
Ozt 214 L6l 678 6 36 L2
liov, 210 569 779 9 33 k2
Deec, 200 522 792 16 33 49
1943
Jan. 193 623 816 8 60 68
reb. 211 606 217 12 a2 ol
March 456 1,868 2,324 12 83 g5
Aprdl L7k 1,925 2,39 11 91 103
1oy 420 1,932 2,112 12 123 i35
June 504, 1,965 2,469 23 126 149
July 567 2,108 2,675 2l 128 152
Aa. 731 2,466 3,197 38 130 168
Sep. 772 24243 3,615 36 143 179
Cot., 916 3,338 Ly253 37 303 340
. Report prepared by 24th Statisticsd Control Unit, China
) b‘d LA RS -, e i i _} Vi
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Apgendix 6

. Adreraft Strengith of Fourteenth air Force
January-Cchbober 1943

Balanee on hand first of month Balance on hand end of month

Heavy Tedium  Fighters fleavy  liedium  Fighters

Bombers Bombers Bombers  Bombers
January 12 73 iz 86
February 12 26 12 93
Yarch i2 93 34 12 90
April 34 12 90 30 12 92
Hay 30 12 92 29 1 133(1)
June 29 15 133 35 16 08
July 35 16 98 3% 25(2)  92(3)
August 34 25 92 38 17 g6(4)
Septenber 38 17 g6 33 15 109
October 33(6) 25" 109 32 13 164,(5)

(1) This increase represents the arrival of neweremodel P~40ts before the
older P=40B's and P=40E's were retired.

(2) lewer-model B=25's were arriving and older short-range models were
being rebired,

(3) This includes the first P-38's of the 449th Squadron.
(4} At this time the last P-43's had been removed from service.
(5) This figure includes 15 P~5l's which arrived during Cctober. Fighter
models still in service included P-40E's, P=40K's, P=-,0li's, P-/ONts,
- ard P~38's,
(6) 111 heavy bombers were B-24!s.

. (7) All medium bombers were B-25's.

¢
This table compiled from informstion furnished by Statistical Control,

Hqu AAF. §#’@4“‘" ?“Q‘ﬁﬁi}‘ﬁ" - “,/
POMFIDENTIAL  Forfig -~ ke iladd
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Afppendix 7

Adreralt Strength of Fourteenth lir Porce

31 July 1942-31 October 1943

leavy Yedinm Fighters Others Total
Bombers Bombers
1942
July 8 56 6L
Aupust 10 69 79
Septenber 5 58 63
Qectober 12 69 gl
Hoverber 13 93 106
Deceuber i3 95 3 111
1943
January 1z 96 3 111
February 12 111 3 129
Liarch 34 12 107 9 162
April 30 iz 110 6 158
lay 33 16 118 7 174
June 35 16 119 6 176
July 35 R 123 13 186
Lagust 34 14 117 15 180
Septenber 36 15 127 15 193
Qetober 35 15 133 1L 247

(1) The total number of fighters given in this report is consistently

higher than that given on aircruft status reports. Apparently the
aireraft status reports included only those planes either already
serviceable or repairable in a short time, while the report above
obviously includes many aircraft which were not flyable. Most of
the fighter sircraft which arrived in China during the summer of
1943 were already worn to the extent of being almost unusable.
The F=-40's aznd P=331s from Africa and the P~5l's from the United
States were all badly worn and required considerable maintenance
or repsir work before they could be put into combabt. Some incon-
sistencies are sbtributable to the fact that figures sometimes
represented the number of planes on hand at the beginning of the
month and sometimes represented figures for the end of the month.

Above report was prepared by 24th Statistical Conbtrol Unit, China.
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SumMary oF OPERATIONS

CHINA AIR TASK FORCE ~— _
4 JULY 194270 3IDEC. 1942
T ,.
CHINA AIR TASK FORCE .
| JAN.1943 TO 10 MAR.1943
I4TH AR FORCE
10 MAR. 1943 TO 31 DEC. 1943

PREPARED BY: .
24TH STATlSTlGAL
CONTROL UNIT.

24 JANUARY 1944

THE FOLLOWING SOURGES HAVE BEEN UTILIZED TOGATHER THIS mrowrwm-w
’ OPERATION REPORTS FROM UNITS, DAILY OPERATION REPORT TO CGAAF, AAF FORM 34,
MISSION REPORTS, INTELLIGENGE REPORTS, A-2 DIARY OF ACTIVITIES, SPECIAL LETTER
SUBMITTED BY UNITS REGARDING U.S. PLANE LOSSES AND ENEMY LoSSES, HISTORY OF
FIGHTER GROUR |
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Feriad
4 July 1947 bo 31 Dec 1943
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1 Jan 1947 to 31 Dwc 1943
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TAONNAGE BOMBS LROFEED

—_—

STRAFING ARD POMBING MISSIONS - SORPIES
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ENEMY SHIP LW DD4E - Jea.'d

: ~ Appreximele haect B . :
Date : Lecatlien : Lesslien : Humber Type : Tennage

: 50' launch Unsnewn
: 250' tanker : 2000 tam
100" Vessel P14 10 I

150" Preighter 800
130" Stesmer : 50
i L2 Tug : S0
Barge : Unknews
; 250t Ship 2000 tem
: Smell River RPeats: Unknewn
: 160" Steamer : 800 tem
Tug Best : Unknewn
Large? Junks 1 Uninhewn
; 100' Stoaner : BOC tem
: Tug : Unkmewn
: 1560 : BOC ten
: 1001 i : bOn "
1 300 Ve : 5100 "
: 200" . 1200 "
+ 150' Gunbwat : Unknswn

1945  : Hemgkeng ; 22% 131-114°
1943 Yangtze s 50® 42'-111°
1943 : Yangtze womo"
1943  : Swatew 2z® 201-1186°
1943  : Yamgtze 300 42'-111*
1943  : Tanmgtie . "
1, 1943 Yungtze ;"o "
16, 1945 : Shihaweiyse : 30° 42'-118°
1943 . n ., " " ]
1945 : : ¥ "
l 9*5 . n : " "
1543 " o
1943  : Riukimng . 20¢ 52
1945 : Fiuziang "
1943 : Kiukismg "
1943  : Kiukiamg : v
14, 1542 ; Yaagtze : g21 =116
27, 1943 : Tengking : 701-107¢
30, 1943 : Tengking ; 101-110°
: Pt Bayerd s
Kiukisng 1 56+-116%
T, 1043 Fermess Strait:
: Amey Harber  : 501-118*
9, 1943 : Formesa Strait: 30t-118°
135, 1943 : Amey Harber  : 201-118°
1943  : Amey Harber non
1943  : Haipheng 50'-106°
19435 t Gulf ef Teng- :
: Kinmg 301 ~106°
1943 " " : 20'-104% 1<
1943 : Kiungshan : 0Bt -110*
1043 " . " n
1943 " :
1943 : " n 0
1543 : w : 0 "
1943 Gulf ef Teng- :
King : 301107
n

” o " n

O N A e Rl Sl ol ol ool o

: Guabeat : Unknewn

[

: 285' PFreighter 2500 "
150t Temker oo "
75" Ssmpan : Unkuewn
250" Freigntars : 4000 "
Small Zeats : Unknewn

e wr we w» 2

CIED b b

150' Tanker : 800 ténm
200 Freighter 12¢0 "
250! Tanker 2000

s &DGY Tramspert 3100

: 150" Freighter 300
200' Freighters 2400

: 100" Tendsr 500

“ s 2e es wE 3t s e

o n

:
H
b
H
H
H
H
H
H
H

B e P
.

: 160" Freighters 1800 "
: 2b' Junmk Urknewn
400t Carge Vessel: 5300 ten
. 200" Freighters : 2400 "
: 150 Curge : 806 "
: Z0CY Preigntsr ;1200 "
; 160% Preighter Eoo "
125" Tug Best ; 500 "
220Gt Carge : 1200 "
. 50-75* Meter 3eats: Unknewn
10 Sempans % H
© Barge : Unknown

-
“s g8 o2 er e e

1943
1543 : Swatew Larber : 201-116¢
1943 ,on " : 20r~116%
1943 : Amey Harber  : iv'-118°
1943 . " ” " 14}
1043 : " "
1943 " L

" "

321-113°

L "

N S Ll o
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" L4 H " ] »
Yeas 212 20t-119° 50'
w0l Bay, 1 2U% 5911079 0850
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n v o
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" »
“ 3 | n 1* n
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Barge
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153t Guoboat
2001 Preighter
Barge

M Frelghter
Sampang ¢+ Inknown
Boate % Febjwns: UnKnows
il Sy iy Boats:Uncnown
200! Freighter ¢ 1700 ton
350 Destroyer : ‘kknown
175 Frelghter : 0 ton

UK nown
1150(4 tea
240
300 n
Unknown

806 ton
310@ n
1ouw
Dosanan
120G ton
Unknown
L0 ton

LTI T T ST P

S T O Y T TO

100t Barges v 15w ¢
full Bouts t TUmkpown
320" Yerchant Ship;: 316G ton
Aup..ns inknown
SuRpens Unknown
250% Tug 200G tow
1'% Freighter 500 ten
S
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450t Preighier #
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3001 Fazeenger::

200 Tanker ]
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1 P t g
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Dec 30,1943 ¢ * 2 n . = - %:i

mmmsmmmterhm4:wlmwnmlus* 214,099 ton.
Total desr not inclwie the follewing:
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Fire Barges
Bouats

480G Prelpbnler
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