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FPORUWORD

This nerretive wus prepercd by Lb. Col. Kobort Il. Jeorss,

who served es historiesl officer of the Ninth Alr Foree from
the Tell of 1945 to the close of 1944 and who wts subseguently
rcassizned to the MF Historiesl Office. DBesed lergely on
meberiels forwsrded frox the theater by him snd his essocliates
. of the Bistoricsl fection, lfinth Lir Foree, the nsrrotive is
the result of firsthernd expericnee es vell rs emreful research.
Iike other stuwdles in the soriles, it iz wubject to revision es

edditionel indorrckion beccues cveilevle,
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Chapter I
THE NINTH AIR FORCE PLAN FOR INVASION OPERATIONS

When reconstituted 1n the ET0 under the command of Maj, Gen. Lewls
H. Brareton on 16 Octodber 1943, the Ninth Alr Force was designad to
serve as the American Tacilecal Alr Force vhich would cooperate with
the ground forces in the Allled invasion of Burcpe. Its orgzanization,
its rapid build-up, its training, and many of its operations were all
undertaizen with this supreme purnose in view.l
Trom the very moment of its reconstitution the Winth Air Force
. tool measurss vhich, more fully daveloped in the pericd frpm December
1943 to April 1944, allowed it to play a major role in the work of pro-
duclagz the plan for its uvitimate emnloyment--~"7The Finth Alr Force Plan

for Operation ‘'iHeptune'--Tacticszl Alr FPlan.*

. Elanuing Proceduras
Indilakion of Planning dcllvities
On 3 November 1943 Headaquarters, Baropean Theater of Operations
outlined the responsibliities of U, S, forces for continental operatlons
planning. This made the Commanding General, First U, S. Army Growp
responsible for all plans, both operational and administrative, involwv-
ing operations to or on the continent of Xurope by U. S. Army forces,

other than air, concentrated in the TUnlted Xingdom. The Commanding

. General, U, S. Army Alr Forces in the United Xingdom was charged with
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the necessary coordimation of alr plans with First U. S. Army Group.
Since the Ninth Air Force had previously been designated as the air
unit which would furnish tactical air effort in association with the
ground forces involved, planning responsibility for its operations wes
rasged on to its headquariers.

Zarlier, on 16 October 1943, a Ninth Air Force Deputy Chilef of
Staff, Plans had been mmmounced. Do assiat his office in the digcharge
of its funetions, plawning sections were thereafter set up in the

several siaff sectlong of headguarters,

Coordinatlon with Qiher Headouarkers

On 15 December 1943, consurrently with other Aliied unllateral and
highar headquarters, the Ninth Air Force established a planning staff
in London. These planners who were ordered to Tondon for duty wers
headed by officers whose previous service (April-iugust 1943) with Head-
quarters, VOSSAC provided them with continentsl invasion planning ex-
pericnce, They were drawn from the speclal and staff sections of inth
Alr Force., Thelr presence in London assured close contact and full
cooperation with the planners of st Army Growp (British), First U. 5.
Arvay Growp, Firet U, S. Aruy, Servicesof Supply, Buropesn Theater of
Operations, Allied Naval Expeditionary Foree, U. S. Naval Forces iz
Furope, Allied Expeditionary Air Force, and 23 Tactleal Alr Force RAT.

COSSAC Appreciation of Operation Overlord, 15 July 1943, which
had been approved by the Comhined Chlefs of Staff at the Quebec -

Conference in August 1943, served as the basic planning document for

M
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ell forces involved.

. Planning Time able
Tpon receipt of directives to proceed with detalled planning, the

followlng time table was establisheds

30 Jan. 44 ATXR, 21st Army Group rnil ATAF to prepare Initial
Joint Plen

31 Jan, 44 Tnitial Joint Plan to to isauned

1 Feb, 44 Planning on Army level to stars on basis of
Initial Joint Plan

15 Feb, 44 Joint Plens and estimetes on Arny level to De

subnitted to Joint Commanders in Chief as re-

quired in Joint Planning Directlve

15-28 Feb. 44 Joint Commanders in Chief to veview plans and
eatimates and order nodificatione, if neceasary

25 Feb, 44 Army Group o issue firm shipping and eraft

. allotments, showing block priorities each dzy,

and to 1lssue Provislonal Build~-Up Table of Army
Group uwnite (other then those allotted to armies)
and sir force units {(other then those forming
part of compoelte groups). Operation and admini-
stration instructions to be lssued at the same
time, jointly with ANKF and ATAF where necessary.

1 Har. 44 Final plenning to gtart on corpe and divisional
level
o 51 Mar, 44 Firal Toading and Bulld-Up Priority Tables to be

forwarded to War Offlce.
A deley in this schedule was ceused by deviatlon from £OSSAC Flan as
ordered by the Gormander in Chief, et Aruy Grow ab the time of his

appointment.

Elaxning Syndicates
sefore even the Initial Joint Plan, the first item 1isted in the
tize table, could be accomplisbed, planning wes required in much
- greater detall then the Inttial Joint Plan would exhibit, To deal

with thig detall it was decided to form planning syndieates from which
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staff studles would emerge. TUpon such staff studles the Initial Joint
Plan and operations and administrative instructions would be based.
~ Accordingly, the Ninth Air Force Planning Group fuirnished personnel
to partieipete in the work of numerous syndicates whoge activities were
of interest to Winth Air Force Hemdquarters, Meetlngs of the syndlcates
were frequent, averaging eight per day, As plamning progressed,
specialists fron IX Ingineer Commend, IX Fighter Commsnd, IX Bomber
Command, IX Air Force Service Command, IX Alr Defense Command, amd 1X
Troop Carrier Jommand were offen called b0 attend the meetings. Their
presence served a two-fold purpose--first, 1t gave the planners first-
. hand inforration from those who would perform the wmissions; and second,
1t enabled the several commands of the Mintk Air Force to keep aoreast
of planning progsress.
the subJects covered by the plamming syndicates were numerous,
including the following:

Frovislonal Organization of ¥aval Forces
Beach Appreciation (Uestern, i.e., U, S. Sector)
Outline lounting Plan (including sriefing)
lalntenance Appreclation
Weather
Air Order of Battle (U. 8.)
Joint Fire Support Plan
Securlty
AMrfields
Employment of Airborne Troops
Artillery Policy
Antl Adreraft Artillery Policy
Interconmunication
Haps and Models
Draining and Rehearsals
. Plan for Strateglc Delay of Inemy Heserves
Overall Air Plan
Arny Growp Bulld-Tp Table
Organization and Control of Build-Tp

———
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The papers produced by the Plamning Syndicate constituted the

tochnical framework for all plens, whether Army, Air Force, or Navy.
~ This method of planning concurrently with higher headquarters possessed

great alvantages. In particular it led to the inclusion of those
vollcies and princlples pecullzy to a tactical alr force in the direc-
tives and plone of those headauarters. Without such concurrent plamning,
such policles and prineiples would have been elther omitted Ffrom sueh
documents entirely, or included only with extreme difflculty after the

documents hud heen issued by superior headquartere.

. levelopuent of Slenal Communications Anpex

The further development of the Minth Air Porce Tectical Air Flan is
well exerplified by the manner in which the Signal Communication annex
wag developed., As suggested above, an officer of Signal Communication
Section was Qeslgnated as Sigal Conrmication Officer, Plans, and
assigned to the Ninth Alr Force Planning Group at the time when Signal
Dlanning was initiated on 17 December 1943. Muck of his worl® was done
at Headquarters 2ist Army Group (British) in close collaboration with
the 24 Dactleal Air Force PAT.

Vhen on 1 February 1944 the general outline of Operation HEPTULE
was lald down by the Initlal Joint Plan issued by Headquarters 2lst
Aray Group, worlc on the detailed Ninth Alr Force Signal Plan was begun
by a full-time Signal Plone staff. Hlght officers comprised the
. Simal Plaming Sub-gection appointed on 1 Feoruary:

AN
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1 lieutenant colonsl Asslstant communlcatlons officer, Plans
1 lieutenant colonel Wire
1 major Wire
1 captain Signal sacurity
~ 1 ecopiain Raday
1 1st lieutenznt Endic
1 equadron leader Radar and radio (RAF linison)
1 casptain Wire (air formation signale llaison)

To agsure coordination with other interested llinth Alr Force staff
sectlons, Slgnal Plans Section maintsined and distributed to thex a
detalled journal of its activities throughout the period 1 Februsry-
6 June 1944,
Further to provide necessary coordination the closeat lialmon
was maintelned with 24 Tacticsl Alry Force RAT, with Zlst Ammy Grouwg,
. FPirat U, 85, Arny Group, sand First U, S, Army, ituch of this coordination
was effectad through regalarly established commititees and boards on each
of which the Ilinth Alr Foree $ignal Communicetion Sechtion was represented.
4 1list of such orgmnizations, together with a2 brlef indication of their
. {1) composition and (2) funetions, follows:

Comblned Signal Board, Suprenme Allied Cormond
(1) COhief Signel officers of all services participating in
Operatlon LIPIUNG
(2) Recommendations of policles, partioularly those affecting
both British and Amerlcan services
Allocatlon of radlo frequencles and cable circults

Joint Slgnal Board, 2lst Army Groum

(1) Signol officers representing all headguarters on the
operatlonal level of 2et Army Growp, or immedlately
below

(2) Recommendations of policles involving the headquarters
represented for the perlod prior to the arrival of
Suprame Hendquarters Allied Expedltlonary Force on the
continent

. Radio and radar elting, radlo frequeney, ¢adble circult

allocations, and sir-ground cooperation procedurses.

-

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

S1gnal Coordination Board
(1) Signal officers representing all air force headquarters
down to and including Finth Air Force commands and
RAT groups
~ (2) Ooordination of all aspects of Signal planning
Interchange of unitse and equipment between the Ninth
Air Force and the RAF when required

Land Line Committes, Allied Expeditionary Alr Force
: (1) Signal representatives of all headquarters under AEAF
(2) All problems of wire communications in the United
Eingdom, both in preparation for the operation and
during 1ts course

Wire Committee, First U. 3. Army Group
{1) Sigpal representatives of all headquartere in the American
sector of the operation
{2) Coordination of planning for land line communications
in the American sector on the contlnent

Allied Command
(2) Study of all types of interference between radio and
radar equipments planned
Recomendations %0 minimize this interference

. Mutual Interference Sub-Gommittes, Combined Signal Board, Supreme

Radar and VHF Siting Sub-committee, Joint Signal Board, 20st Army
o (2) Clearance of all sites on the continent to be used
. before the arrival there of Supreme Headquarters
Allied Expeditionary Force
To further the development of the finsl Signal Plan an outline
plan wae eaerly begun. In this, decisions arrived at in the course of
planning were included for future reference on the use of Signal units
and the provisions for radio and wire communications, fighter contrel,
radar, and security systems. Vhere applicable theese outline plans
were sent to interested commands of the Kinth Alr Force to serve them
as a guide in their detailed plamning for the operation.
“ As planning progressed, several exercieses were carrled out to

determine the feasibility of various parts of the plan. During these
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exerclzes all communicationg--ghip-towsghore, point-to-point, and ground-

8

to-alr-wwere thoroughly tested and the plen modlfied from time to tinme
. on the basis of results obtained, By no mesns incidentally, such
exerciees provided 2 dress rehearsal for the mite scheduled to par-
tlclipate in the forthecoming opersilons.
By such means, and on the basis of materizls thus provided, the
outline plan 1iself grew, and from it was developed the final Signal
Flen which was published on 20 April 1944 as Amnex 5 to the ¥inth Alr
Force Tacticel Alr Flen. ILike other portions of that plan i+ wes
subsequently amended as reguired by late changes in the over-sil plan
. and in the taetical plan iteelf, IEven after 6 June 1944, a skeleton
plan steff continued to deal with minor changes and to clarify paris

of the plen as the time came for them to te carrled into exscution.

Sulld-Tp Briority Ielle
. Sigreal plarning was of necessity both vital and complicated. But

by far the most formidable taclk of the Ninth Air Force planners was
the composition of the Troop Iist or Build-up Priority Table. So far
ap the assault 11ft was concerned this was prepared in conjunction
with First U. S. Army, and in respect to the build~up after D plus 15,
1n collaboration with the First U. S. Army Group, Thie 11st showed
by tides, by days, and by beaches the planned movements to the far
ghore of Ninth Air Force wnits and echelons of units from first $ide

. on D-day through D plus 14, Thereafier units were merely asssismed

their srmy List Index and Unit Serial numbere.

e~

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
—

That thle portlon of the plamning tesk should be formldsble was
ococasioned by the fact that a tactical air force must not merely fight
~ intensive alr bvattles in the early stages of the cperation from bages
nreviougly established, but nmust move its headquarters as the Army moved,
and as soon ap possible base its alreraft on airfields direetly behind
the Armyls front lines., Hot merely sircraft and their crews, but
engineers, ground crews, spare parts, and servieing equipment must be
placed in the proper place ot the proper time and in the desired
scguence, Furthermore, in conbtrast to the movement of nicely packaged
ground forge elesents, the Minth Alr Forgce must move its wnlis to the
. continent in Yunpackaged® lots. The correct phasing of men and materiel
to conform with the misslon assigzned and with the tommzge allseated
wag the all-important misslon assigned to Finth Alr Forece administrative
representatives. These officers had the grave responsibility of select-
. ing the bits and pleces vwhich, when firzlly brought together on the
far ghore, would constitute & working ground ovganizstlon for the Ninth

Alr Force,

Brlefipg and Records
As part of lts plamning worlz the staff of Plams Section briefed
the Commsnding General, Finth Aly Force each day and obtained from hinm
outstandine policy decisions, A Flanning Journal, reflecting in sone
detall the current problens confrented, was also maintsined and dis-
. tributed to the Commending General; to the Deputy Chief of Staff,
Operations:; to the Asslstant Chief of St=ff, A-4; and to the Commanding

General, IX Alr Force Service Command.

L
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In the planning phase of other annexes to the Finth Alr Force
Tactical Adr Plan, close cooperation with interested organizations was
~ slgo maintained, IX Troop Carrier Command, for example, had 1iztison
officers a; FAY, Headaquarters Finth Alr Force, and at Headquarters
824 U. 5., 101st U. S., and 1lst British Airborne Divislons; whlle
llaleon officers vere present at its headquarters from ARAF (Navigation
RCH), 824 and 10ist U, 8, Alrborne Divistons, Headquariers Zlst Arnmy
Group Alrborne Troops, and from the Royal Tavy Fleet Adr Arm., IX
Fighter Command worked intimately with 11 Group RAF in developing
111 Growp and IX Fighter Command Joini Alr Plan and Executive Order,™
. a document supplementary to I1X Taoticel Air Command's ammex,

The Nin$h Alr Force Plans Sectlon alsc maintained the commanding
general's map room., Here graphlc dleplays detalled the up-to-date
developnent of the invasion plen, with exphasis on the role of the

. air forces. Targete were outlined and claseified as to time and type
of attack, The alrfield program was similarly presented, Initial
pointe of assault were shown, Army boundaries indicated, the predicted
phase lines of the Army's advence delineated, and the disposition,
composition, and strength of attacking and defending forcee showm,

To care for the mass of highly classified material a Top Secret
Control Section was set wp in headguarters under the supervision of
the Flans Sectlon. It not merely waiched over and registered materials,

. but was charged with the duplication of all plans in the large-sized

reproduction establigbment at ite disposel, Not one document was
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lost during the entire period of the plan's preparstion.
By virtue of thelr participation in higher-level planning, the
~ planning agencies of the Finth Alir Force and its subordinate commands

beecane so familiar with antecedent higher directives that pudbllieation

of the Iinth Alr Force Tactical Alr Flan was greatly facilitated.

aublicaiion
On 26 April 1944 the Ninth Air Force Tactical Air Plan for

Operation NPIUNE was published, exaetly 10 deys after receipt of

the formal AEAT directive, Inevitable modifications in the form of

amendments were published between that date ard D-day. Covering both
. sides of over 1,300 pages of legal size paper, and containing more

than 100 meps and charts, it constituted the battle plan for the largest

tactical air force ever to operate as a unit, The whole plan had been

' coordinated, composed, and checked by Ninth Alr Force Plang Section.g

. &dnalysds of the Tackical Alr Plam apd its Annexes
The "Iinth Alr Force Plan for Cperation 'Neptune'--Tacticel Alr

Plan" was of necessity a comprehensive document. It contained five
rain seetions entitled Situntion, Ilgsion, Cperations, Administration,
and Command and Control and was furnisheéd with 16 annexes whose
significance is self-evident: (1) Intelligence, (2) Build-up Priority
Tables, ) References, (&) Publie Relations, (5) Signal, (B) Weather,
) Chemlecal, 8) Provoet liarshal, @) IX Tactical Air Command, (.0) XIX

. Tactical Alr Command, (1) IX Bomber Command, (2) IX Troop Carrier
Commard, 18) IX Eogineer Command, (14) AX Air Defense Command, 15) IX

A
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Atr Porce Service Command, (16) Movement Lialson Organization,

Mission

The mission of the Hinth Air Force was deseribed as "to assist
the Allled Armies to mecure s lodgment on the Continent in the first
phase of the operation and to support the axmles of the First U. 5.

Army Group in the development of that lodgment in the second phase,!

Ale and Comidtuenis
The aims and commitments of the Ninth Alr Porce for the assault

vhase of the cperation and in leter phoses through 18 June 1944 are
. glven below. It 1e to be observed that in the variouws sections of the
Taetical Alr Plan reference 1lg freguently made to tasks assigned in
the preliminsry phase (to approximately I=30), and in the preparatory
phage (D.Z0 to D~l). Since the Plan only lists these assignments in
genoral terms, end slnce they merely recapltulate the maln objectives
of the preperatory operations which wlll be nerrated later, they will

not be rehesrsed here.

IX Tactieal Alr Command

{X Tactical Alr Conrand was given operational control of XIX
Tactical Aly Command wnlts wmbil such time as the Third U. 5. Army
commenced offensive operations on the contlnent. At that time XX
Tactlenl Alr Command was to revert to normal coantrol and command. On

- the other hand 1X Tactical Air Command was to operaste under the

direction of IX Fighter Command through the Conblned Conbtrol Center
(IX Fighter Qommend and 11 Oroup RAT) at Uxbridge until such time as
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IX Tactical Alr Commend should be established on the far shore,
Its definlte tasiks and commitments follow., In conmnection with
” them 1% should be noted that many detalls and all figures are those
whlch appear in the "11 Group and IX Pighter Command Jolnt Air Plan
and Executive Order, 20 llay 1944, as amended 1 June 1944, The figures
involve elight modifications of those glven in the earlier Tactical
Alr Flan and its Annex No. 9.

High cover over amspult baach ares (day) 5 groups
Shippiag cover (day) 2 grows

Alr cooperation {egzinet pre~arranged
targets) 6 groups
Regerve (pool of readiness) B sgroups
Total 18 groups

All fighter-bomber groups were 0 bs prepered to operats on a

acale of four groun sorties por day.

Hizh zeach Cover. Tow cover (3,000 to 5,000 feet or below clovds)
over the asssult beach area was a British commitment. High cover by
American P=47's was to be flowa ai helghts between 8,000 and 15,000
fest or below clouds of 10/10ths, They were to endsavorat all times
t0 lkreap the low-cover patrols in visusl contact. High cover was to
be maintained st all times during the day by thres equadrons which
remained for one hour over the assaudlt beach area, That aren was
fefined ans extending five miles inland from the beaches and 16 miles to
geaward of them for each of thes two aguedrone assigned to cover the
American and Britlsh beach areas resnectively, and elght to 10 miles
. inland and five miles to seaward for the squadron assigned to high

cover in the central area.
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Shipving Boute Caver. P-38's had veen chosen to afford cover over tho
aain ehipping route and its flanks because the relative eage of their
identification would afford a guarantes against friendly fire. Two Ninth
Alr Torce groups together with four groups from VIII Fighter Command
were assigped to this task, Pabtrols of four-squadron strength were

%o maintain continuous cover, beglmning at 1600 hours on D minus 1,

and to operate at helghts of from 3,000 to 5,000 fest or below clouds.
Zach patrol was scheduled to be over the shipping area for 90 minubes,
The routes followed by patrols preceeiinz to and from the beaches

gave added protection to the main shipping route.

Alr Alert Seuadrong, On D-day, durlng the initlsl zesault period,
one squadron was 10 patrol each beach under the control of the
eppronriate headquarters ship. These squadrons were to attaeck defense
targets which the main bombing operations had not neutralized, and

. which were seen from the air to be interfering with the actusl land-
ing of our forward $roops. If no tarzets presented themselves by the
end of the preseribed period of the patrol, predetermined targets

wera o be attacked.

EBagort. IX Tactical Atr Command was further to furnish close escort
to IX Troop Carrler operations by day, and to meke avallable one
tactical recomnsissance group for use in conjunction with ground

” forces on the scale of three growp sorties per day.

Goneral Commiiments. The combat asslgnments detailed above, plus

guch as night be directed on the part of the Tgroxq:s cormitted to alr

L
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cooperation and those ready %o operate in the alr at shortest notlce
from reserve were to be determined in accordance with the Joint Alr
Forece's tasks of (1) protecting the eross-Channel movenent against air
atback, (2) preparing the wuy for the assault by neutralizing coast
and beach defenses, (3) protecting the beaches from air attack,

(4) reducins the eneuy's abliity to mount effective counter atbtacks,
and. (5) providing full alr-ground cooperation in the advance of the

cround forces from the assault beach head,

bsaligopent of Persomnel. Other duties were assigned to units or

personnel of IX Tactical Alr Commmnd, Its Alr Reore-entatives were

to oe deteiled to the headquarters ships and the Cantrollers to fighter
direction tenders. Its 70th Wing was to move #2211y %o the far shore
thers io operate a fighter control station for the First U, S. Army
area and to supervise zll Ninth 4lr Force units untll the arrivel of
Advanced Headquarters IX Tactical Alr Command, 'With it rested
rogponsibility for the operatlon of refueling and rearmament strips
and advanced Janding grounds ac they became avallable, for aireraft
warning, and for the air defense of the American sector dy éay and by
night, nIight defense was to be afforded by operational units fur-

nished by 85 Group RAF.

dsseclation with flrst U, S, armay, Headquarters and Headquarters

Squadron IX Tactlcal Alr Command was to establish an advanced head-
quarters adjacent to Advanced Headquariers First U. 8. Army on the far

shore and to rewain with it durins subseguent moves, This was planned
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to render more effective thelr air-groumd cooperation. In similer
fashion the alr-ground coordination of XIX Tactlcal Alr Command and
- the Third U, S. Army in the second phase of operations was to be
fostored by the physical assoclation of thelr headquarters on the
continent. Such actions merely continued the 1iaison and the execution
of necessary detalls incldental to Jolnt operations established and
maintained by the sssociated araies and tactical alr commands while

based in the United Xinpdom.

IX Bomber Command

Lypes of Igrgots. In the assault and later vhases of operations, IX
. Bomber Commund was to oporate its units from airflelds in the Unlted

Zingdom. On D-day the bulk of its 11 groups was to be utillzed in

bombardment of beach defenses at the earitest time visibility per-

mtbed., Tue balance was to be employed to support fighter-bombers
. in attacks on coastal installations. Eubsequent to Dwday 1ts forces

were to be used in attacks against enemy concentration areas, reserve

areas, communication centers, MT concentrations, command and control

cénters, and in battle«aren nir attac: when regquired.

Zrection of Activities. The operations of IX Bomber Command wnlts
were to be directed In the following manner:

1. Torgets to be attacked, and strengths and timing of attacks
by operational orders from Advanced Headgunrtars Ninth Alr
Force to Headquarters IX Bomber Command

. 2. ZYoutes to and fronm targets, bomb loads and Tuzing, and

communications procedures bty fleld orders from Headquarters
IX Bomber Command to comuat wings
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3, Initiel points, load, groups sud boxes, and other necessary
supplemental information by orders from combat wing head-
quarters to bombardment groups

it was planned that Advanced Heamdguarters Hinth Air Force shouwld
precede IX Bomber Command units to the continent and there control

all operations of that command,

IX Troop Carrler Command
LX Troop Cerrier Command's plan envisaged the full employment of
1ts large resources. Thess consisted of 14 troop carrier groups
wder three wings, and comprised 56 squadrons of (wd? and C-53 alr-
eraft (totaling 1,022 aircraft and crews). In addition it kad aveila-
ble 1,352 glider pllots (vlus 445 co-pilots), 2,000 Waco gliders
(CG-44's}, 360 Horsa gliders (British), and 200 additionmsl Horsa

gliders for & rosaible mission with the lgt British Alrborne Division.

Assanlt and Later Ehasaes. In the assault phase 1t was planned that
IX Troop Carrier Command should 1ift parachuts troops and glider-borne
troops of the 824 ond 10lst U. 5. Alrborne Divislons from staglng areas
in Fngland to drop and landing zones on the continent, there %o assist
the Allled armies in securing & brldgehead, In the assault and sub-
sequent nhages the command was to resupply the ground forces by alr

as required, to evacuaste casunlties, and to be prepared to 1ift one
Britlsh airborne division to drop and landing zones behind enemy

lines in the assault area., So long as the situation reguired, IX
Iroop Carrier Coumand was to funcilon under the operational control

of the Supreme Commander, Allled Expeditionary Forces.
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10th Photo Reconnalesance Group
The 10th Photo Resonnalssance Group was assipned to perforn day
“ &nd night tacticsl and sexi-ctrategic vhoto reconmaissance missions

a8 ordered by Advanced Feadquarbters Linth Alr Force during the assault
and later phases of the operation, and to execute bomb-dammge-assessnent
Thotography for IX Bomber Commond. Its oporations ware to be based on
the Tnited Hingdon during the asscsult phase and for some tlme thera-
after. During the assault 1t was estimnted that the group could

exccute three group sorties per day.

1L rngineer Conmend

. dirfield Consiruction. IX Mreincer Command cormltments were both
vital and varled. It wos planned that 1ts initial detachments shovld
land with the aseault waves on Onsha and Uizh beaches on firct tide of
D.doy., Ghese and suvsequent units were to vrovlce parties for the

. reconnai ssance of advonced landing grounds snd personnel for the initisl
loyout cnd construction of one emergency landinz striv beiind each
beach. The schedule for the construction of other gromd facilities

in the period tetween Deday und D plus 14 was as Tollowe:

Zeach Qmahz
Lpe of Location sonstruction 21014 %o be
Ileig Io ghart gperational
ZL3 Lorthweet of Tierville sur Mer D Dolus 1 a.n.
»Rad St. Pierre du bont Dplus 1 vom. D plus 3 p.m.
(uniracked)
D plus 4 o7,
. ) {traciked)
*RRS South of Criqueville Dolus 1 n.m. Doplus 3 p.m.
(wmmtracked)
D plus 4 p.n,
(tracked)
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Type of Conatruction Tield %o be
-~Sield  Loestion o start  operatiopal
“ *RALG St, Pierre du Mont D plus 8 g.m.
ALG Crigueville D plus 8 g.i.
*XALG Cardonville D plus 3 a.z. D plus 7 s.n.
ALG Deux Juneaux D plus 4 p.m. D plus 8 z,m.
ALG Hestry D plus 9 p.n. D plus 14 a.m,
Alternates: Polx, ILa Camoe, Colleville,
Beach Utah
ELS Ste. Here Eglige b D plus 1 a.m.
ALG Vest of ZJeuzeville D plue 1 Dplus 8 a.nm.
ALG Igrth of Azeville D plue 6 D plus 10 a.m,
ALG Carentean, D plus 10 D plus 14 a.nm,

Alterrcten: Picanville, south of Valogmes.
Suech grouvnd facllities were rated as essential to the Ninth Air Forece

. in the performance of its tactieanl mission,

Cther Commibments, The Improvecent and maintenanee of roads to
ndvanced landing grounds and other Hinth Air Force installations {ex-
clupive of thosc in the communications zono), sond the construchion
. and repalr of buildings for headquarters camps or sites as ordered
figured as additional IX Hngireer Comrznd ascignments., It was further
to afferd technicel assistence in comouflage operstions, to inspect
carnouflase scourdity meas;ures, and in special eases to execute camou-
flage projects, The enforcercent of comouflsse discipline was another

recponsibility of this commend. It was also charged with the establish-

ment of webor polnts to serve Winth Aly Force mmits and with the

* St, Plerre du Hont ené Criqueville were %o be constructed initially
. as refueling and rearnipg stripe to become operatioral as soon as
a runway could be graded and cempacted. The runways were then to be
paved with equare-mesh landlng met and the fields developed into
coupleto advence landing growws by D plus 8 a.m,
** Cardonville, Ieux Jumeauvx, and Beuzeville were %o be dsveloped as
repldly as possible to £,000-foot pared runways sultable for the

operation of fighter-'bom'bm

,CM,‘ . C e e
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operation of the same untll the arrival of service groups or tesus of
IX Air Force Service Command. It was likewlse responsible for the
. suoply of standard maps, the preparstion of special maps and charts,
end the reproduction of other work required by Ninth Air Force units.
Zngineer suwpply, however, was a responsibility of IX Air Force Service

Comnand,

IX AMr Defernse Command

In the pericd covered by thig repor$ the IX Alr Defense Cormand

wvag to continue 1ts earlier functions of supervising and alloeating

. all antialreraft unite assigned or atisched to the Finth Aly Yorce, and
to swpervise all alrdrome defense activities within 1t. It was to
uake alr-rald intelligence available to paesive alr defense control
centers and to coordinate and perform such alreraft movement 1laison
functicne as were made the resvoncibdllity of the Commaxding General,

. Finth Alr Force. Later -1t was to be charged with the operation and
control of night fighters in the American seetor with the as.sistance
ol 85 Group RBAF and was to relleve IX and XIX Tactical Afr Commands,
as they displaced forward, of resnonsibility for daylight interceptlion
of enemy alr abttacks and for alr wurnin_ cervicas.

The general Air Defence Fl-m Lr £ c~tnblich as rapldly as
nossibtle behind the advancing arrles an aldequate and effective
coordinated alr defense of vitel installations. Initlally the defense

’ will consist of ground-controlled day and night fighters and of

operationally-controlled antiaireraft units., The defense will
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ultinetely be supplemented by the establishment of flganter searchlight

belte as reguired.?

IX Mr Force Service Commend
Tnder the Minth Aty Forece Tactlesl Aty Flan, IX Air Foree Service
Command was responsible for élrect supvly and services to all Iinth
Alr Force units ag that command was progressively bullt up on the

continent.

Preparation for D-day. Prior to the invasion, however, 1t was to
gtore end prepare for shipment the supnlies and equlpment necessary
. for the operation of Iinth Alr Force units mcross the Chnanel, con-
golidate and assure the progurement of their requirements for common
suoplies, and coocrdinate the procurement of their shortages in unit
equipment and odr force supplles.
. 1t was to prestock sirfields in tke United Kingdom to assura
that, in view of rond congeetion inevitable from approximately D minus
15 fo D plus 15, units should operate at full efficlency in alr opera-
tlons based on Pritaip anc stlill be able o move to the continent
with their full T/E. Nlneby thousand gallons of aviation POL wers
ordered vreatocked on ezch ALE, and also a total of 20,000 tons of
ammanition and bombs stocked for all fighter ALG's, together with
30,000 tons of the same for fighter-bomberAlGis,
Mlan Day¥ pael-up Xite were to be prepared for the use of alr-
drone sguadrons prior to the arriez) of fighter squadrons on alrflelds

in France, and llareng cells for the storasge of gusollne there were %o
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be issued to unlts prior to thelr departure from home statlons,

Ixapsportatdon, Jendpuent. and Personxel. As unlts moved to the
. marshalline areas IX Air Forece Service Command was %o furnish the
necegeary btransportatlion to supplement thelr ormmnlc transportation.
Always 1t had in charge the mein reserve of oquipment and of persomnel,
together with major repair facilities which were not to be brans-

ferred to the continent.

Zesponeibilitics on the Contipmenk. In the assamit phase, IX Alr
Force Service Cornend was directed to furnish an alr force beach
. party to identlfy, segregate, and store all alr force technicz)
supplies, except class: ?II-&. Through lisison with the Sritish it
was to ldentify and ';bvaube such supplies and equipment as might have
been erronecusly 1aai¢!& pver British beaches. It was further %o es-
tablish and operate alr force beach dumpe for alr force classes II and
1V-T, ‘ngineer construction materials, and class V-A supplies, and to
furnish the transportation necesesry to move all air force supplies
to alrfield locations.

Yhese functions were to be intensified and enlarged in subsequent
phases of the operation., Among comnltments of note for the period
under review were the provision of equiprment and supplies for combat
unita of the Iinth Alr Force ag they should nrrive on the far shore.
Tactical alr depots were to be stripved of heavy repalr machinery and
. moved to the continent as moon as deemed necessary. The Transportation

Livisglon of the command was made responsllble for the operation of

’ _
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routine sir transportation, for supply by aly of :l¢ losce supplles
from the United EKingdom to the conbtinent, and for the early establish-
ment {aprroxluately D vlus 4/D »nlus 5) of en Alr Dismateh Lebter
Service between the mew advanced landing grounds on the far shorz and
the United Kingdonm,

Fepluenaent alreraft were to be delivered to the continent from
renlocensnd neols st Chilbolton and Membury, sund field artillery
lizioon aireraft similarly delivered froa & vool at Grove. Cuarbter-
megter Truer Regimeni Headguarters and e vehicle par't were to be es-
teblisned in Comahs beuch zarea to provide suprlementary traneportation
for unlts of the ¥Yinth Alr Soree ashore.

IX Air Forca Service Commomd planned to supervise the dischargs
of thess simifleant funeilons throvgh an advaneed headguarters (in-
cluding personnel from 24 Advanced Air Demot ires) vwhose flrst echelon

r

was schednl:d Po land on P plus 2.

Signal Commumications

The Siznnl Conuunlcations mission as set forth in innex 5 to the
Tactical idir Plan was expressed in general and simmle terus: %, , . %o
vicn and provide signol communications for the Finth Adr Force during the
nowntbing of the Cperation inm the Tnlted Klngdom, the vre-assault phase,
the asgsanld phone and the subsequent bulld-up phase on the continent. !

The details of the Sigrnual Plan were, howsver, infinite, and the
importance of signal communiecations for the success of air operntions
s #2 preat thet a summnry of the msjor dstalls of the Signal Flan are

ziven hero,

waomiine Fhosp, In the first, or mownting phase, vhen all Ninth Alr

Force wnlbs were in the United hingdom, wire, radio, aud messenger
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commmications were to be provided between Headquarbters Iinth Air
Force and lts commands ané wnite. Similar linke were to be estab-
lished between Headguarters Nimth Alr Force, its subordinate commands,
and the headquarters of higher formatlons and others associasted with
the Ninth Air Force in the impending operation., Furthermore, IX and
X Tacticel Alr Comnands, IX Bomber Jommend, and XIX Troop Carrier
Commend required signal commmications, radio navigational aids, and
alreraft warning to ensble them to perform their NEFTUNE miesions
vhile still based in the United Eingdom. These were to be provided,
at times in cooperation with the FAF; e.g., a fighter control station
(UBY) of IX Taetical Air Command was to augment the flghter alrection
Tacllities of Alr Defemse of Great Britain RAF, whilc Controllcrs onmd
Slenal porsonnel were to be provided the ADGB operstions room and
sector operatlons rooms which were to direct ilinth Alr Force aireraft.
As Ginth Alr Force unlts began their movements toward the far shore,
communientlones between its headguarters and the concentration and

marshalling areas involved were to be supplied.

Ere-zseanlt fhass. In the second, or pre-agsault phase, when certaln
headquarters and unlts of the Linth Alr Force were aflozt, an increase
of communicstlons wes required. They were to be establighed between
desigeted command poste in the United Kingdom, Hinth Alr Force
Headquarters, and units afloat, ‘Vhere necessery, radio alr~to-ghin
commmnications hetween alreraft of the Hinth Air Force and deslgnated

ships were to be provided.

S
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In this comnectlon, crumunic:tions were esnecially necessary
between liinth Alr Force Hezdnuarters at Uxbridge emd flagships and
fighter dlrectlon tenders in the Channel. Niath Alr Force reoreson-
tatives were to be present on hoard U.S.S. Angusita (Western lTaval
Force and First 1. S. Army flagship), U.$.S5. Angon (Omoha assavlt
force filagship, V U. S. Corps and lst U, S. Division), U.S.S. Bayfield
{Utah apsault force flagshiy, VII U.S. Corps and 4th U. S. Division),
and U,.S5.5, Henrico (relief to U.S.S. dncon ond U.S.S. Hayfleld). Theirs
was & vital role ih comnecticn with alr-grouwnd cooperation, i.e,, the
offensive use of Iinth Alr Torce alrcraft,

To enzble them to dlscharge thelr functions effectively wvarlous
sources of inform.tion were provided. (1) Air Command broadeass
chonnel for the special use of the Allled Expedltlonary Alr Force at
Uxbridge. In emergency, the flagshlp, headguarters ships, and fishter
direction tenders mizht transult on this frequency. (2) Minth air
Force comuond channel fron Urbridse. This was later to be extended
to Advanced Headguariers IXZ Tacticul Alr Command. (3) Three iir
Samnort channels betwsen Uxbrlidge, the shlps, and the far ghore. The
Tz.gh: Force flagship maintained o ligtening watch on 211 three channels.
A tranamitier was avallable at Rear Headquarters Firsi U. 8. Army,
Plyzouth, for the purnose ol relny 1f the Alr Support Partles could
not work direchbly to Uxbridee, and 1f the headguarters shins were for
goms reason unpble to relay., (4) Alr Reprssentatives and Controliers
liaison betweon the Combined Control Center (IX Fighter Command and

11l Group BAF) at Uxbridge and those officers wlth the Western Iaval

Savamp—
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Tasic Force. I{ was later to be extended to the Fighter Conbtrol Ceanter
of IX Tactical Alr Comnand when it was set up on the far shora.

(5) Threo VEF chanunels for communicntions betwesen headquarters shins
and alreoreft on offensive missions. The same channels were to ba used
by fighter direction tendsrs to dlrect fighiter covar. Commmice-tions
betwoen headquarbers ships and fighter direction tenders wers also
envisaged, together with comxnmiestlons with ilr Support Parties
ashore, brondenst reception chonnels, and Y-Intercept. Navy and Army

conmonicntione wers alego to be available.

Asgaull FPhose. In the third, or assauli vhase, when certain head-
gquarters and unlts of the Ninth Alr Force were established on the
contlnent and others were afloat and in the United Kingdom, an addi-
tlonodl increase of facilitles was planned. Commumications, as earlier
established between the United Kingdom and shing, were to be extended
to designated units on the far shore, and strengthensd, Radlo alr-to-
fround commmications between Hianth Air Force units and designated
units ashore wers required as were aireraft warning and fighter
control faclilities. A1l wero to be sunplied.

ALy Swport Purtles and Alr Support Controls were to be nro-
vided with signel communications as were ground lialeon officers at
Minth Alr Torce sirtields. Vire coummnlenticnn were o be provided
between Winth Alr Force unlis on the benchnead and between Hemd-
guarters Flrst U, 5. Arsy Grouws and ¥inth Alr Force. Wirs commmica-
tions botween 85 Group RAF ualts in the American and British sectors,
and between designated units of the Ninth Air Force and co-equal units
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of the 23 Tactical Alr Force RAF, werse t0 he established in agreement
with Firet U, 5. Army, Second British Army, znd the 24 Tactical Adr
Force RAP. Slgnal radio conmumications were to be afforded between
units of the Hinth Air Force on the far shore, and laterally between
gueh unlts and designated units of the 24 Tactical Air Force PAT.

Luild-Ip Phase. In the fourth, or btulld-up phase on the continent
facllltles already existing were t5 be still further expanded mo as to
provide for the antlelpated communleatlions load between Headguarters
~inth Ay Force and lts comnands, for internal traffic betwsen linth
Ar Force ualta, culd for lateral commnlcations between the .dnth Alr
Joree, 24 Tactieal Alr Torce BAT, and their designated wnite. Further,
in agreement with ilu: Leudgu.rters concerned, signal radio and vire
cormunications were to b2 e.tablished between Headquarters Ninth Alr
Force snd the headquarters of higher formotione on the continent and
in the United Kinglom. Sneeifically, submarine eable conmmications
were to be provided between Eeadquarters Ninth Alr Force on the conti-
nent and deslgonated headguarters in 3ritain over eadles 1aid by others
than the Iinth Air Force. It was antlclpated that the first of these

cables would be 1z1d to & point on the beach near Bayeux by D plus 6.

Lessenger Service and APLS. Certain further polnts in the Signal Plan

are worthy of mention. Illessenger scrvice was to be supplied between
rear and advanced headquarters and commands of the Minth iir Force.
Viien some mits were aflost this was to be supplenented by a eimllar

service ecbracinz the terminnls of the Air Dispatch Letter Service and
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the ilaval Dlspateh Boat Service. On the far shoro 1X Zactieal Alr
Command was o wmalntaln such & service to the above teruipals, to
its own units, and 6o Hesdgunrbers 24 Pacticnl Air Torce PAF. On the
contlnent also Headguarters IX Engzineer Comaand and Advanced Head-
quarters IX Air “orce Service Comnand were o establish a messenger
sorvice on & comparabively reduced scale. It was plenned that an
Air Dispatch Letter Service should be operational on D pius 3, lnvelv-
ing three trips per day from Nortkoit and Whitchurch o Headgusrters
iX Tactical Alr Command, and eventually to Advarnced Headquarters Ninth
Alr Force, XIX Tpetical Alr Comiand, and IX Aiy Defense Command on the

continent.

Other Copmitmepts., The facht that the Tighth Alr Force and 23 Tactieal
Alr Force RAF were to shere in the forthcoming alr operatlons made it
necescery to plan for the provision of alr-te-grownd and atr-te-zir
comcunientions between certoln of their airborpe and ground wnite and
those of the Iinth Alr Force,

flenal intelligence was provided for by speciz) detachments.
lobile alr reporting units and rear ares reporting units of tke IX
rnd XIX Tactiiecal Alr Comzands and IX Aly Defence Command were furnished
means of reporting alr worning infermation to filter and fighter
control cexnters, and were furniched with necessary multiple communi-
catlione with ground observation posts, forward direction posts, and
I/E uaibs,

Since tactical recommnigsance alrcraft might, in emergerer, be
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employed for artlillery spotiing et Arny request, provieion was in.
cluded for the necessary grouwnd-to-air conmumlcabion.

To mulze taotical reconnsissance reports aveilable to First U, 8.
Aymy formations with a ninimum of delay, such reports were to bte
broadenst durlpg the assevlt from the home base of reconnaissmnce
grovps for zeceptlon by Arny uwnits afloat or ashore, Vhen reconnals~
sance unite skould begin to operate from ALG's in France a preliminary
broadenst was to be made by Advenced Hendguortere IX Taectieal Alr Command
end followed by corplete reporte broadeast ILron hone bage in the
Tnited Xingdom.

That speed was regarded se an essential in the provision of sigmel
commmications 1e evidenced by two further items., TFiret, three
trensportable alr radle statlions were to be activated and, from D-day
on, placed at IX Troop Carrier Command stations in a state of readiness
to be flevm to the beachhead. Secord, the Signal Plan included the
provieion thet the Finth ASir Force should assist in the construction
of the main-line wire network om the continent and in this connection
pool availnble Sim-l etnetruction persornel with the zore of communi-
catione andfor fleld force sismel consiruction persommel. The pooled
personnel were to operate under the direction of the First U, 8.

Lymy Growvp's Joint Wire Group,

In the preceding varcgraphs the Signal Plan has been greatly
condenzed. From the mpjor detalls presented, hovever, it is evident
that the Iinth Alr Foree was comnitied 10 provice a great complex
of signal communications--ro less would suffice a tactical alr force

of ite size when engaged in an operatlon of such magritude as FEPTUNE,S
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Chapter 11
PRAPAEING FOZ THZ INVASI(CN OF HEOROPH

thile the I'inth Alr Force Tactical Air Plan was being carried
through its later stages certain opersztions were begun directly related
to that plen, and final actions were taken %o ensble the Minth to
aceouplich its full mimsicn at the time of the invesion itgelf. Con-
splovous axong the final actlions were the tzeticul redeployrent of
Uinth Ay Force unlts and the elaboration of a substantial mechonien
to further alr-ground cooperstion. The operations were part of what
General Zigexhover was later to degseribe as "The brilliant pregarztory
work of the air forces, a belief ir which wac a very cornerstons of

1
the originz) invasion conception. . . .0

Querallons Preparatory fo the Invaeion

These combat operstions had been envisaged in the Tactical Alr
Plan 1tgelf, which provided that "durlng the preparatory phase the
objectives of Allied Alr Forces will be the reduction of the Cerman
Air Force, the destrvetion of strategic rall conters, selected enauy
coastal defense, Crossbow and Fawval installaticns and airflelds in
the Neptune ares. Strateglc end tacticsl recomnnissance will be
intensified.” The policy czlling for such asetivities rested unon the

sure foundntion of Fleld fervice Regulations 100-20.

Attacks on Adrfields
Fleld Service Pegulatione 100-30 preseribe as first priority for

a—

30
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a tactical nir force tke galnirg of "the necessary degree of alr

superiority, ! and further deelare that "Air superlority 1s best ob-
talned by the attsck on hostile alrdroves, the destruction of enemy
elrcraft at rest, and by flghter action in the air,? Throughout the
period under review destruction of eneny alrcraft by fighter action
in the air was chiefly accomplighed by Finth 4ir Force planes' escort-
ing the keavy bombers of the Elghtk Alr Force over Germany. Attacks
on eneny airflelds had been a constant feature of independent opera-
tiong of the Mirnth Alir Force based in the Unlted Zingdon, They were
continned aceinst such targets in Hollard, Belgium, and norihern
France throughout April and liny 1244 in the effort to secure and

oaintaln slr superiority,

Anxll Hisslons

Duaring April, when such targets rated as sizth priority for the
Finth Alr Force, at lenst 28 eneny alrfields, rapplrg from the
coastel reglon as far south as Bourges, Orlemns, and Fenneg, were
rubjected to a totel of over 30 attacks., Of these, all except nine
vere dellvered by flghter-bombers which borbed in over 20 czses,
etrafed in five others, end followed tkelr Vorbing attacks by strafing
in yet anotkher five insterces. Imstallatlons servicing the fields
wvere the speclzl objectives. Results were dlfficult to assess, bhut
pllots' elalrs were generally "gecd." In only three ingstances were
there clelms of enemy alreraft destroyed on the ground: on 5 April
s ob Trigueville and siz on the two flelds at Orlgans and Chatesundun,
and 1l-plus ot Thicovllle on 14 April.

Y
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In April medium bomhers dellvered a total of nlne atiscks on
slx dlfferept alrflelds, none of which had been assigned as primary
targete for the miesions., Three atlacks were made on Oalevres by
36, 14, ard 18 planes respectively on 11, 12, ard 13 Lpril. In the
two cases where resulte were observed, dursts occurred on tke landing
grovnd or among tulldinge., Coxyde/Furnes wae slso hit three times,
on 8 April by 35 planes from two groups aand on 10 and 12 April by 13
end 12 planes respectively. The Bbomb pattern of the 8 ipril attaelk
Dlanteted one diepersal area snd tkat of the assault of 10 April
coveref another., %he 12 April atbtack vroduced no notadble result,
The attacks on Cormeilles en Vexin (28 ipril) end Osterd/Hiddlekdirk
(12 Zpril) were not significant; bubt bursts ocourred arong bulldings
in the 12 April attack on Courtral/Wevelghem, while at Poix (20 April)
& hecvy concentration of bombs from 25 plenes fell in a disperssl
area.

May Missions

In the month of liay 1944 eneny alrfields were glven a generally
higher nriority awong Minth Alr Force targets than hitherto, TFurtker-
nore, atbtacks were stepped uwp In number and welght, and the total
nunber of alrfields attacked was lnereased. The alrfield torgets for
thie month lap wlthin, or zdjzcent to, the evenduml area of lnvasion
operations, for it was desired to neutralize all alrfields within 130
mles of the assault beaches, or 1Athin a strip of territory extending

as far south of the French cocst as the distance north from 1t to

S
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Allled operational bases in the United Hingfom, If this deslre were
realized, the enomy would be under the sare dissdvantage as the Allles
~ in operating in the invasion area.

From Y lay through 5 June airfields situsted at no less than 36
nlaces, from Brittany well into Folland, were subjected to attacks.
Ab least Z6 such flelde were assztlted at least once by filghter-
sembers which delivered a total of over 30 dive-bombing and 11 strafing
attacks. Pilots' rerorts were more optimietic than in April and
ustally chronicled recults as "excellent® or Ygoad.® The number of
attacks by mediux bombers increased to mearly 40, as fields at =0

. different ploces were attacked at least once esch.

In centrast tc the April attacke by the mediums, 211 the attacks
of thie perlod had alrflelds esclgred as thelr primary targete. Iiine
rields vere subjected to particularxly fregquent or heavy atiacis.

. Zvreux/Fauville was hit by one group on 8 lay, by tuo on 20 lay, and
by two more on 22 Mey. Dieperssl areas, hengrrs, cnd o fuel dunp
were well hit, vhile concentrations fell en tie londing prouvmd. Two
groups hit Achlet on 24 May and the sare number om 23 llay. Again
the dleperecl arca was hit, Damcge was alse done to the taxi track,
znd = fuel dump was blarieted by Durste., Desuront le Roger was strack
by one grown on 11 and 23 lay, by two groups on 22 ilay, ard by three
on 24 Iy, Hspersal arscs were hecvlily struck, and direct hits

. secored on runveys and the porimeter treclk,
Cormeilies en Vexin was attzclred by three growms on 11 and 20

llay and by two on 22 May. Here the dlispereal arezs were struck and
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conslderable damnge dome to bulldings, Furthermore, revetments were
blarketed and hits were scored on $axl strips and perimeter traeck,
Beauvals/Tille wos boxbed by one grow on 13 lay, and by two on 22
ané 24 llay. Dispersals and hengars were hit hard, craters blown in
armmunition and fuel areas, sud bursts observed on rumway and texl
tracln.  Desumont sur Olge wae attackzed by one group on 1l and 24 lay
and by two on 20 and 26 lay., Once more damage appeared to be con-
centrated in dlepersal areas, zlthovgh the borbe of the attos: om

20 liny fell on the rupways and perimeber track.

Dlepersal are.s were bedly dameged ab Abbeville/Urvcst in the
attackes by one group on 13 Hay, by two on Bl Moy, cnd by three on
24 lzy. Dexoin/Frouvy was hit by two groups on 30 May ané by two
on 24 llay., Lus explosions resulted, bulldinge were destroyed, and
the perimelor trachk and landing grovnd damaged., Chartres was attacked
by four growps on 26 May and by three on 3 June, with heavy damage
done to sheltere and bulldinge in e hanger ares pnd the runvaey and
the landing grouvnd well hit,

Danspe done toﬁrumra:rs. landing grounds, and taxl strips iuncreanmed
in slgnificance as the lavasion date approached, for as D-day drew
nezrer and nearer the enexy was glven less and less tlme 1n which to
effeot repairs., By such meane the Ninth Alr Foree centributed to
the estnbliskment of an unguestioned alr supremacy for the Allied

2
forces when the invasion began.

attzcls on Comuunicatlons Targets

Second priority among the misslons ascigned to a tactical alr

——
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force by Fleld Scrvice Fegulations 100-20 is "To pravent the move-
rent of hostile troops and supplies into the theater of operations

- or within the theater.® Accordingly communicotions targets figured
prominently arong those attacked by the Hinth Alr Force long vefore
D-day.

At the start they had to be selected with grest care in order
that completc securlty in respect to the invasion plans might be
nmalntained, Tnls necessary safeguard rendered the exaet purpose of
many actlone obscure at the time that they tramerired, but as time
vent on they slipped Into thelr proper places in concection with the

. general plan preparatory to the lovasion. 'ith our present perrpec~
tive we can see some three speciel prograns for attacks on communica~
tions targets as parts of a single Winth Alr Yoree plan: firet, attacks
on rallway centers, such as marshalling yards, servicing facilities,
and locomotive works; second, attacke on rail and road bridges; third,

. growing out of the first two, & prograu of rall amd road interdietion
Geoclgmed to complete the "iamolatlon of the battlefleld" by denylng to
the enemy food, ammunition, and reinforcements, 0Ff these associated
programns the first twoe were developed and carried into execution well

before D-day. The thilrd kad perforce to remsin under wraps wntil

5 June 1944,
Failway Centerse-lzrshalling Yards
. ~ollwuy centers hal appocred as $arzsts in bombardnent directives

sluca eorly Februsry 1944 and had been subjested to freguent adtacks

by the Iinth ilr Force. The AFAT directive of 1 April 1944, however,
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gerved to underline their importones, To then it accorded first
priorlty anong targets. TFurtheriore, the first paragraph of the
directivs contained the sipnlficont statenmont thnt "The Supreme Alliel
Coumnander has deglded that the time has now come for the operations of
the ABAT €9 be directed morz closgsely towards the prepzration for
‘Ovarlord', . . o Agaln, b directive of 1 May 1944, AZAR siated
that "In order that the greatest possible destrucilon may be accoaplished
on the transporitciion system affesting the fubuve inwvasion, it is
flesired that every opporbtunity for attaci:ing these vital rall centers
bo utilized,! The commoction between this progran and the plauned
invasion wos obviougly immediate, as from ) Anril 1944, Accordiansly
this report will concentrate ite attention upon attacks on gsuch targets
delivered batween 1 Anril and 6 June 1944, although in sous instances

earller actions aust be clbod.

Attagics L Uarsh-5 Jung 1244, In the perlod between 1 larch sud Deday
36 morchalling yords were atéacked 139 times, he concentrabtlon of
abtacks was as followa:

1 marshalling yard atfacied 11 times

1 il ] " 8 "
& n yar&s ] 7 i
4 " " " 6 0
3 n 1 " g
3 11 11 4 i
9 n I n Z n
3 L] ] f 2 u
8 1 i i 1 time
22leeilon of Tarzeis and Metholds of atinck. The targets lay in

Balgium and in novthern France, and they were assigned in blocks to
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the end that closely integrated portions of the rail systens in those
regions nisht be knociced out as nearly at the same time as poasible,
thus profucing a maximm effect unon thelr operation. Hajor attacks
vere of necezsity delivered by IX Bomber Command alreraft, bub the
fighter-boubers had thelr assizned role as well, They not only
followed up the mediums'® assaulis Dy Ttlekling® attacts, designad to
impede the work of repalr, but also dellvered independent zsswulis and
further suppleuented the work of the mediums by bomblng or strafing
after they had complebed thelr work of escort to the Marauders. If
each nmission agalnst such targets were counted as an sttack, the total
. for the months of April and llay alone would excecd that glven above

for the period from 1 liarch through 6 June 1944, f%he total of more
than 200 migsions in April and Hay was about egqually divided between
the medluns and the flghter~-basbers.

. The inbenslty of the attacks, notably zfter the appearsnse of
the directive of 1 llay 1944, is suggested by the fact that 26 such
niesions were flown on L llay, 13 on 3 Hay, 17 on 10 May, 12 on 1l May,
and 11 on 20 llay 1944, Thereafter the munmber decrensed martedly
beesano of the acccent then placed on the program which had rall and

road bridges as its targets.

Eegl g SbYalned. The results attalned were of a very high order,
the larger proportlon of the attacks warrantlng the classiflestlons
. Iz00d" to "exeellent.® It would be frultless 1f not impossibls to

attempt a econsolidation of all reports on such actlons, Thelr gemeral
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effect ia, however, well portrayed ln the reports of damnge done by
attncks on characteristic targets.

Orell was the railway conbter most freguently attacksd, belng hit
no less than 1) tines beiween 7 March and 22 llay 1944, The first two
attacics on 7 and 17 llarch deostroyed 60 freight ears, demaged 180 morve,
cut every track at least once, and damnged the englne shed by biast.
Cn 20 liarch three direct hits were nade on the engine woricshop: two
were seored on a standlng train ond the through llnes cut in elight
plaeces, Three days later tuwo loosmotlve gheds were destroyed and
hoovy damage inflicted om rolling stock. Toe attack of 20 Aprlil re-
sulted in only insismificent damage, bBub a week later 10 hits bloclzed
all lines. On 10 l!ay the locomotive depot was repoxted 70 per cent
destroyed and the roundhouse corpletely (emdlishefl, with sbtorsge and
recepbion gldings all cuni. Attaczs of 20 and 24 lMay pubt the marshall-
ing yard 60 per cent out of aotlon, destroyed at least 5O frelght curs,
znd further domnged the ralls.

Ab Bethune, which was ottacired on eigat occaslons in the period
2D April to 20 llay inclusive, the damage was reported to be equally
severs, Thirty freight cors were destroyed amd 70 damaged by the
attack of 30 April. On the followlng day aessontial bulldings wers
destroyed or damzged., Rhe ulftack of 26 iprll partially desiroyed the
locomotive ghed and repalr shop and inflicted additionsl damage to
buildings, wkile that of 27 April cratered the sidings, although with
little dsxage to rolling etoek, Buildings and faeilities were further

damazed on 8 llay and the main lines to Douen =zad to Ivreux cut in

SN
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five and three places regpectively.
“ Simllar reports, based on sbtrile sttack or reconnaissance
photographs, were the rule folloving nissions flown agalnst targets
at such eritienl points as Arras, Naour, end Trienclennes; Aulnoye,
lezieres, and lLerschot; lions, Mantes-Saselcomri, and Susignry. Through-
out there w2a a need for extremely accurate bombing since the ruil
ceabers often lay in proximity to tullt-up areas. This faet cansed
priorities to be assigned targets of this class whlch were based on
the expeeted number of clvilian casualties, GConstant atbeation given
to the irprovement of bonmblng aceuracy throughout this period undoubtedly
helped to keep the mmber of gross errors low. The developuent in ay
of the practice by the mefdtums of bombding by flighte of six on cone
verging lines of attack played a definite role in assisiing improve-
ment which was the more to ve desired since "in a short while gross
. errors [\;ouli] meoan death for allied soldiers, rather than death for
elvillane,®
It is certain that in many cases repairs to throuvgh lines couwld
be effected in a short period of time afifor an attack on o rallwny
center had bean deliverad, and that the eneny's sitill in euploying
alternatlve foeilltios to those destroyed was great., Neverthelesme,
the total erpenditure of effort for purvoses of repair in which he
was forced to engage was sporeciazble, the inconveniences to which he
. vas subjected were distressing to him, and the absolute loss of

rolling stock, anl particularly of locozotives, one which ke could

M
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i1l afford. Allled alr attacks on rallway conlers were held to have
caused the capaclly of the rallways of the northern half of France,
which had nreviously excezded by far the emeny's milltary and ecomomle
needs, to £all by D-day bolow the level with whlch he had sustalned
hin garrison troops in the preceding perioed. Together with closely
related programs, this of the Kinth Air Torce agninst rallway cemters
assisted In carrying out the mlsslon agalnst communlcatlons asslened

3
to 1% by Fleld Service Fegulatlors.

Brldges
Bzl Exldeen., Clozely rolated to the alr attacks on ratlway centers
was o definito program of attzcke on rail, and eventually rocd bridges.
This had i%s incaption on 7 May 1944, when, on the initintive of
Advenced Headquarters Finth Air Force, AZAF agresd that rail bridges
on the Seine and the leuse might be attacked. TFor the sclte of securlty
an equal mumber over each of the rivers were to be assaulted. TFighber-
bombers were to concentrate ¢cn two bridses in each area and mediums on
one in each, and both were to contlmue their efforis vutil the desgip-
nated torgzets were degiroyed.

Thnt romo day fighler-boxbers atiaciced the Seine bridges af
Vanbos-Casrieonrd, Clssel, Orival, and Ternon. At Vernon eight air-
ernft completely destroyed the bridge with 16 x 1,000-pound GF bombs
in a zcro-level attack, On 8 iay fighter~-tbonbers sent egelnst a
feine tridge dsetroyed three of the 11 speme of the railway vicdust

at Hirson. Another micslen subjected Hantes-Gassleourt to a2 second

SR
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assavld. The medivne began thelr atteck on Seine Tridges on 8 May
with the bridre at Olssel as thely targete, ard repented the zction
on the two folloving days., Elt on & llay. the Olszseel bridge was
classed s unserviceable on the 10th.

Neuse bridzes were flrst assculted cu 8 lay vhen dive bonbers
geverel the bridre ot llozleres and mediums covered that at Namur with
an excellent pattern. Illue and Sedan weore also dlve-bonmbed on this
day, while lohon was attecked on 9 and 10 liay.,

L6 Progrens was more roarrowly defired by an ATAT directive doted
10 lioy 1944, Thie listed four Heuse bridges as fifth prioriiy tarcets
for the Ulnth Alr Force and prescribed that ne attacls of any kind
should DLe made on Seine bridges wntll further notlce., IThese restric-
tlone were malntuined untll 24 llsy., Under them the bridges at Ilege
veore attacked by flghter-bhombers and mediums on 12 Ilay, and thoee ab
Heerenthale and Hasselt by flghter-boubers on 12 and 18 llay., Declelve
results were not obtalned except In the came of Feerenthals, whera
pilots reported the bridpe Fprotably destroyed.t

By dlrective dated 24 Iy 1944, AFAY ovened for atback seven
bridges over the Selne betwesn Paris and Pouen, and added to the
target 1ist four rood bridges over the same river., On 26 ligy rall
bridges vere given Wfirct priority over all other targets with the
Seire bridgen at the top of the priority.* This did not preclude attscks
epaingt bridges over ths Meuge, The three bridpes at Ilege werse
heavily attecked by medlums on 25, 28, and 29 llay, and all were

reported severed, Hassell bridge was abttacked by flghter-bombers,

_
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once on 25 Hay and twice on 28 Ilay7, nnd reported lestroyed. However,
interest and attenticn centered upon the Selne rall and road bridsies
between 24 llay and D-dey, sitce thene conetituted vital torgets in the
general progran designed to igolate the battle area in Normandy.

Tail bridges et 10 polnts, and reoad bridges at 14 others over
the Selne appeared on the target llets for the peried involved., Of
the rall bricges, that at Terron had been desiroyed by dive bombing
on 7 lzy. Those at seven other places were renfered impassable by
4 June, The fifth iu a series of dive-hondbing attacke accounted for
the last of the Conflans bridges. Le llancir was brolen ag the culmina-
tion of four dive bombings, and the bridge at Fouen destroyed as the
rosult of five such asezulis.

lledlums destroyed bridgee at four other points, At Le Heenlld
Ande sn attack by two gromps produced the desired effeet. At Manie--
Gassleouwrt btwe atbtacy, By two and five grouus respectively, deniled
the enemy the use of the Zast and South bridges., Olssel briige
succunbed to the attmelr of a gingle group of medluns, while that at
Orival was reported dectroyed after two such attezcls, the first by
two groups and the second by onmc group. Dridges at St. Cermaln and
at Holsons Lofitte alone renained standing. Poth lay glose to Paris
and were hecvily deferded by flak, The first wes dive-bombed once
without result. The second was twlice attacked by mediurms, once by four
axd onee by two groups, but demoge wes ilnited to the approaches, By
D-Goy all rall tridges over the Seine from Confleme to Fouen (irclusive)

head been rendered inpascanle by Hinth Air Force attacks,

el
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Rolling Steck

Strafing attacks on relling stock by fighter~bombers supplemented
the attecks on rall cepbers and dridges by the destruction of locomotlives
and other rolling stock on enermy-controlled lineg. The most noteble
of such attachs occurred on fZL llay 1944d--z doy whose resulis caused it
to ba glven the apnropriazte title of MChettancoga Day." Xo leegs than
13 grouvy missions were launched agalnst rolling stock in France northk
of the river lolre. 'eather prevented attacke frewm beling delivered by
twe grovps, tut a totad of over 500 slrcraft fovmd and strafed the tyype
of terget ascigned, Flilote! claims for the day's operatlons were 46
loconotlves destroyed, 11 protably destroyed, 21 damaged, with 30
trains damaged in varylng degress. Iine of our planes were lost in
thege opcrations. Flve Baya later, on 23 lay, three groups strafed
rollin;: stocit--two in the Ehineland and one in northern France. 4
total of $7 adrcraft delivered attacks. Flve were lost, but the
pllots clalred 51 locomotlves destroyed and 14 dsmnped, in addlitlon to
damage dono to other rolling stoclk, 4Lt least seven misslione of 2, 3,
end & June, élrected agzinst rallwsy targets, indulged in bombding and
strafing attacke on treins.  Althongh pllote reported generally good
results thelr eleire 0f rolllny stock destroysd were smamll,

The atove sttecke on rall and road hridges, together with those
unon rollling steck, congitlbute an essentlal presuble to the moere
forzal and more fully developed Interdietion Prograw of June and the
months impedlately followlng, Fhe objeetlves were the some, the

over-all purpose wae ldentiesl, and the reduction of enemy facllities
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and, wore particularly, the destruction of the felne bridges were the

premiges upcn which $he later programs was dullt,

&Attagke on Conrtnl Batiezlcs

Althouch individual) enemy batteriee deelmed to defend the coast
of northern Trance had cceaglonzlly served as targets for the lTinth
Lir Force prior to 13 April 1944, it was not wntil tren that a definite
progran agalnet thenm was inauvgurated., An AR directive deted 13 April
1944 preceribed that the Tlnth Alr Force and the 24 Tactical Alr Force
BAT ghould concentrate the necesssry bewbardment effort om 12 listed
catteries 940 the end that the harassing effeet of ocur attacks snall
prevent the completlon by the enemy of the ccostruvetion now golng on
on speclfied targets.! The tarpets were divided into two grouns of
oix each. In ezch grovp tvwo were batterlies under construction, and
the rerainder were corpleted installaticns, early all of the targetis
mder construetion sy within the Iinvzeclion srea. The others extended
ag for ecet as Dimlktirk in tke Pas de Caleise, For security reasons
it wes stipulated thet two attzacke shounld Te mede upon completed
batteriec for ezch one on a buttery under consirvetion. These prin-
ciples were 1n thelr egsence malntairned in later dircctives which
added new targets to thoec firet provided.

lediun bombere of IX Boxber Cormmand moncyolized the attacks on
these targets, Betwesr 13 and 30 April they bombed gun positions ab
24 places in nliesione of at lecst one-grovr strength. Targebts in two

places were twlee berbed. In May gun positlons I1n 24 places were
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bombed by the mediure. Single attacke were dellvered agalnet the
installntions at six places, two at 12 others, three at three polnts,
end four st two more; while Ebaples wus six $imes wibtacked. COnly one
attack was in more thon grouwp strength. In the flrst five days of
Jun? 4lailar targets in 10 loczlitiss were attac’ted at least onece sach.
The effcots of this progran are excecdingly diffieult to assess.
By seattering the atiacis beyond the invasion orea securiiy in respect
to invasion plens may have been strengthenad. The targets vere small
end of a nabare which required direct hite 4o effect demslitlon, Hven
an exeellent boud pattern might fail to produce suzh hits. Siaze
the framersy of tha directivo of 13 April wers aware of these facts it
is to be assuned $hat they used the vhrase "harassing effect!" rapher
than the word "destruction® advisedly., Filots' reporis of damage
inflicted warled grently, and photographle evldonce added but fouw
siznifiocant detalls. Tevertheless, the effect of such a sustained

progran woon the eneny's mind and xorale may well have been considarable.

Zeponnaleganes Actlvitiss--Ylsual and Fholacraphic

Throughout the perlod fria 15 liay through § June the reconnaissunes
growns of the Minth Alr Force were excecdindy actlive in dlschzrzing
funetions closaly related to curreant operations, and likewlse in
gathering informatlon relsvant to overations agssaclated wlth the
fortheooing lnvaslion, They also had a definlte role assisned in

conpecetion with the decaptlon or cover plan then in effect,
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Tactical Tecomalgsance plonned elght nisslons daily in thae area

north of the Seine River in connsotion 'ith the decopiion plan.
Pillots were insltructad 49 report troon move.onis, eoncentrations of
troops, and actlvity on rallroad yards snd eirflalds. They were also
to report suitable fighter-bomber fargeis by /7. The routes andi tinmes
of entering Frence wera varled etif.’:?i }wlf:;z the bul’t of the reeianalssunce
laid north of the Som.e Rlves to r. depth of 100 mlles fron the coast.
detiven 23 Februsry cud 0D larch 1941 the Tagtleasl Feconnnlzsance
Grova flew 83 missions to obisin llerton ¢blicues of 160 miles of the
~rench coast line und of two in-shors strips, each 120 mlles lon:.
This uwsup)ly involved flylaz ot 3,000 feot and at a streight flight
line for four minutes. In mpite of the size of tas tng sad the
dongers involved, 9,500 prints were twrmed in. Io planes were lost.
Tew low-leval obligues wers obtalned of proposed lending and drop zones
In the lnvonlon mrea for stuly by IX Trocn Ccrrier Commend ani the
rdrborne divisionz, For decsobion purnoses esch nisslon of this type
executad in the inveslon aren wos mutehed by fwo others, execubed in
exactly the same mzamer, in the replon of the Pas de Calazis.

I{ should be noted that when wezther or cloul base precludled
vhotizraphy on the part of high-altitude photo recomnaissance malts
accompinring the nmediun bombers, and vhen n pronpt report of visual
observation was rogulred, pllots! visusl observations were relayed Ty
E/T t> the seotor controller, who forwsarded then %o the recoassissaunce
centor at tdwineed headquarters. Such information could he furnished
within one-%:df bhour from the time of bowbing., “hen posvible, bomb-

dusens nsgessuent photogrestg were nods at the saue tine,

S
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A total of 400 tactlcezl reconncizsance sorties were fiown by the

Sinth Alr Yorse durlag this perled, in addltlon to the speclial task

of lying 11D wenther rocomnuisgermea sortles,

Luring the sane perled frsa 15 lny through 6 June, photographie

recomalssanee was exployed bo the naxinuwa 9 provide the photo

coverase required by croles and air forees. This work was closely

coordin:sed wlith Brliish agencler and equitzbly divided beitween the

DAF and the Mmericaon fzeiliti-~ oyndlable,

fhe Minth Mr Zoree Puste woshle Groun co:pleted the following

&

toele within this pertcd:

(1

(2

(@

(4

(6)

(6)

{7)

(8)

liosale of the arvea withln n 12.zlle radius of the ILiege
bridzes for » IX Zouber Comnond etudy of the flak defenses
In the area prisr to bmdblng opersiions

Coverags of a1l ceouplel alrdromes end alrdroues previously
cocoupled by the Gersman Ailr Force in northern Franes

Ruan-in, nose-dieing sirips for IX Troop Carrier Gommand's
use in briefing and 4o assist ollots in ma'ting nroper
landfalls

liagales of londing and drop zones for IX Wriop Carrler
Comwand nnd the airborne divisions

lledium~senle coverar?2 of all =zaln romds in the invasion
arsa every four days fron 23 Hoy 4o D-day

dedluz-aenle coveraps of all bridges over tho Seine River
as far inland as Farls.

Uadiuz~pealds ecoverage of all bridgzes over the Lolre River
from Hanise to Orleans

Sneclal large-azmle covorage of lanéding and dron zonos on

D uinue 1 to enhvle IX Triyop Carricr Commnnd and the alvbirne
divisions 30 study obsbuceles which were reparted to be undsr
congtruction in these sreas
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{9) Tleven extrsordinzry sortiee flown to obtalh low-lavel
ollques of wmderwater bench defenses. These gorties were
flowe £t zero altitule plus sufficlent e¢lavation to ¢lear
the obstoclas on the Deaches. KNose~fizling and side-dieing
cazeras were used, and the flight peth usually maintoined
tddway betwean high-water snd lowewater line. Thess phobo-
greghs were invaluable in thnt ther provided the delalls
of constructlon of the obstacles theuselves. They also dis~
c¢losced the teller nlnas and high explozive shells fastened
to tho several types of obstacles. Thelr inforaation assist 1
the Tavy in dealing with the mass of wnderwuter obstzclies
vhich the enexy had econntructed as a 3afensive zensur:,

Supplenentary Actions of Fighters and Bimbers

Swplenenting the work of Tasticnl Fesonmalssanes sand Fhoto Feedn-
naissance In comnsctlion with oporations in promress im this ecme
noriod were the reports of returning Ninth sir Force pllots of the
nedlwm znd fighter-bombers. Acting on the principle that such resorts
aight well eonstitute a mont substantial souree of informatlon, all
pilots had Yean speclally tredned 4o obseree and to report tholr ob-
cervations. A& congnleouous onee wlere such cotlon pald dividerds had
geourrced om 23 Aprit 1944, Tighter-boumbsr pilots retwming from a
aission over amur marshalling yard resorted the largest concentration
o rolling ctoelk there which they had ever seom. The information was
received at Advanced Headquerters inth Alr Torce o} 1440, I 1944
hours a group of fighter-buaders and four sroups of medfwms had bombed
the target wlith resulilng hoswy damage to cholke points, sidinge, and
rolliny stack, Such a ease 1 otidously excentlanal, but the gun
totol of Imloruatlon droughi in U coabab pilotz wus both gre .t and
uwsedul, Sroinlng in scourats 2¥oopvablon sad in the establiztwent of
soold weportiag procedurss wes  bearing good frult., Tt was to wprove

its  wdue ln the course of lutar opor:tions,
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A notable fenture of the Winth Alr Porce's 1ife in the early
aonths of 1944 wee the gradusl irovenent of ite combat unlts and thelr
oneillary formations ¥o new tacbicul locatlons, Such changes were
planned so that units might be more effectively concentrated than
hitherto ond nloced at points which would faecllitubte their tactical
operatlons 1n comnection with the invasion. 3y the end of April
nearly all such chrnges had been effected and unlts were located on
the laazt f1lelds they were to ocoupy in the Tnlied Zingdoum.

Thoe new loeations involwved in thls toctical deployment of combat
untts placed IX Porber Comuand om 11 alrfields in Zgsex, IX Taetienl
Alr Comzond occupled 11 gtationg in Hampshire and one in Dorset, ex-
tending south from Anfover to the Channel conszt. Of thesze, thres wera
classified as advenced inndinz grownds. ZIX Iaciiecal Alr Commard was
locabted at seven fields In proxiuity to the Chamnsl coast in Xent,
A1l sove one of these were ALG's,

IX Sroop Carrier Command was placed at three mzin centors. The
aost norstherly enbraced seven inland alrfields, filve in Lineslushire
apd one exch in the adjaeent counties of Eubland and Northarpton.
Tour indend fields in Bericshire and one in Wiltshire comprised the
second group., She third was cizposed of twe [lelds in Devonshire
ard one ln Scierset in proximlty to the Clhonmel coast.

Hecomnal ssance ualdés were pluced &t Chalzrove In Oxfordshire and

at ltddle Wallep, Eampehlrs., The night figuler squndrons were
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rlaced at Sheray Down in THlishlre snd st Szorton, Yorkshire,

iteadguarters Iinth Alr Foroe and 1ts advanced headguartere were
fized at Suuninghill Farl, Berizshire, and at Uxbridge, Buekinghsmshire
respectively. EHeadguarbters IX Fighter Command was at Middie allop,
Hampshire, and 1ts advanced headquarters at Uxbridge. INeadguarters
IZ Igetical Afr Comuand wos also at 13ddle Uallop. Headguarters XIX
Yactical Alr Commomd was locabod ab Aldermaston Court, Berikshire, and
1%s advanced headguarters at Bigeiln Hill, Kent. IX Bomber Gomusnd
Headquarters remzined at liar'ts Hall, Essex, Headquarters of IX Alr
rorce Ssrvice Commond was located at Sunninghill Parlz, that of IX
Eaglneer Comrmend at Pray Court, Berkshire, and that of IX Alr Defense
Comumnd at St. John's Yood, ILondon. IX Troop Carricy Hendqusarters ro-
uwzineld at Granthnm, Iincolnshire, but its advanced headguarters was
fixed at Tustcote, 1Hiddlesox,

The moveente incident to this taetical redeployment of the Ilinth
Alr Torce afforded an excellent cpportumity to give the unite involved
in the movezents experlence walech it was believed would be of walue
to then as they made changez of station to, or oun, the continent.
'obility emerclses, therefors, colncided with the movements mada.
In addition, groups not schednled for an immediate change of station
wore dirceted o carry oubt such exsercises by leap-frogging between
airfields, or by a movemmt fron the station oscupied out into the
adjocsnt comatryside and tack agaln. lherever possible the necess:ry
treastortatlon was nrovided $o allow thesse exercises to be cerried out

in o manner identieal with that of a genulne oneration, <hers
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transaortation was not available 1t was necessary to simulate the
existence of transportation; e.o., to stalze oub a space on the ground
equal o the arez of a truek body, snd to stack equipment therein,

In all casas the mobility exerciseg involved the movenent 6f all
gvallable porsannel and materlel, smd their reestablishment in readi-
ness for operatlions. All mensures whlch would be observed in a move-
meat within an active theater of operatlons were observed in the course

of these exercises.

Eroxiglon of Facilities for Alr-Ground Cooperation
The guccess of the operntlions of a tactlcnl alr force dencnds In
large neasure upon the degres of cooperation which exists between it
end the Avny units with vhieh it 1e associated, To zchleve sueh sunpsss

8 varlety of neasares was taten by the Liath Alr Force,

o

Lonfersnces

Zeglanins in Tecenber 1943, a serles of conferences was held at
Uinth Alr Force Headquarters, Swanlnghill Perz, Hsre high-rvanking
growad comrmanders, together wlth the ground llaiaon officeors wviwo were
to operate with IKinth Alr Foree units, were glven fwll information as
to the resources and capnbilitles of alr power. Such conferences were
aldressed by the Commanding Gensral, Winth Alr Forcs, by the Command-
inz Genernls, IX Bomber Command, IX Fighter Comnand, and IX Troop

Carriar Comnund, nnd by other speolally chogen officers.
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Grownd Lisisowm Cfficexs

It was deslgned that the ground liaiedn officers, composed of Arny
personnel, should assist alr forece uwalts in developing a full pleture
of the ground eituation, that they shouvléd kely In the briafing of air
erews preparatory to theiy tulting off on riceiong, and that theyr
skbould vaes on inforrotion cbimired after nlsgions had been flown %o
the propcr grovnd hesdgyterters, They were acsigmed to headquortere
and wings of 1X Bouber Comwsnd, to headquarters, wings, and groups of
the I1Z and XIX Yacticel Alr Coumzeds, and to the tzcticel and prote-
grezhic recorveicsance grovps. Ther functioned in clore ascocinbion
vith alr force 5-2's and £-8's.

To supplecent the irformatlon obbtalned ot the conferecces ab
Sunnlrgaill Park, the grownd llaletn officere sttended a special
Command Font Exereicc ot IX Tactlicol Adr Comvucd desizmed to dezon-
strabe elymiflcant zolnts in the doctrire of slr-grownd cooperction.
They further attended o tuo-wed: course ot tre ZiF Sehool of Army

Coopcrotion st 014 Samun.

Alr Swppord Partles, conposed of alr force rersonnel, were
aselpned to Arey corpe, dlvislcne, and regimentsl combab benms., IThelr
funetion wun to asglet the proper Lmy avthoritles in fornmlatirg re-
quests for nlr sbrilkes, In which cornectlen thelr Imowledgze of the
capabilitles of alr pover wonld ve of speeizl wulue. XFach pariy was

provifed with poblle grovnd-io-ground ard grownd-to-alr commmications
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to ensble 1t to send regueste for sir strikes prosptly, and to direst
alrereft that were gesrching for thelr targets, IX Taetical Alr Comound

furnished the personmel for 15 Aix Swpports Porties.

To further the camge of alr-ground cooperation IFinth alr Foree
Ay Tepresentatives were assismed to the flagships of the Vesgtern
Jenad Tesk Foree and Qonirollers to three fighter ddrectlon tenders,
Tho U, 0.8, fwymota was the Vestern MNavel Tas!: Force flagship ond for o
time coerlel the Cemmending Ceneyel, Tirst U, 8. Arny ond key members
of hig sbuff, The V,S.S. jAncen wes the Ascsult Force Cnmahs flesship
and hesdguvarters ship for V U, £, Corps crnd st U, 8, Iivirion, ike
U.8.8. Loxfield wos the firgehip for iesanlt Fovee Utah and hend-
gquerters ship fer TII U. S. Corpe and the 4th U, 8, Tivision., U.E.5.
Henrico was reliel shln for U.S5.8. Snpon. and U.S.8. Borfield. One
fighter direction tender was located off the American beaches, anothrer

off the British bewches, and the third in the shipping lane,

Gontrollers and Alr Roprescntetives
The role of the Conilroellers in the fishter direotion terders wus
to assict in the operztion of Ninth Ay Force alrerzft in the egsen-
tielly defencive operations of shipidnp and Pezeh cover, The role
of the 2y Lepresentatives on Lzoxd the flagebips wos to asslet in
the provislen of offentive aly-ground ceonerciion by the Ninth dr

FTorxcss ooy were to keep the Coomnpding Cemeral, Linth Alr Torce
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informed of the operstlon's progress at hie Uxbridge beadouarters.

They were to slve alr advice to the Commandirg Genersl, Tirst U, S.
Arzmy, to tke aval Commardor, Western Taslt Ferce, and o the tomiand-
ing generzlg of corps mnd divictons., Ther were further to exanmine ewlls
for nir cog-ddnation poored boor 40 the United Hinegdouw by the Air
Supnort Tartles ashors ard to cenflim or vete these calls in consulbu~
tion itk the sreund force ond novel commonders. They were furtker $o
cripincie rrguects for slr-grountt c¢osperantion, pass weather inforamation,
end rive direct to the Comonding Gerersl, linth Alr Forece iInforration
e to the bomdk line, Uhe Ar Feorecentatives on the assault foree flag-
rhips were to Teirief, or relireet if rececsary, the Ffighters or
boxmbere which arrived ix ressonse to thoce calls or in accordsrce with
o met program, Ihey were to request additionn) reconmnatssence if sueh
wore regulred by corns or division commanders, te relireet reconnais-
sanee nlrerafi LY necessery, ard $o receive radic-islephone rencrts
fron there alreraft vhenever svch reyoris were node dlreect, Such
devlices peve cdded guarontos thet alr-ground ecosrdination would be

effective,

Loordipotlon Tocllities at Uxbridoe

By et Arny Group comorendun, subject Iireet ir Support, cabed
23 April, 1t was stated that "The ewecemefuvl spvllcation of direet alr
gupport deperds on two brozd nrimeloles: (a) That the swrort afforded
conforns with tke military plan. (b) That the zir supgort applied

achiever tke greatest cffect., The Army Grouvp Commander will, therefore,
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natze hie infentlone lmowvn %o the Alr Force Comusnder and the latter

will apply the sir effort in tho btest way to further the Lrry plan.m
’ To glve effect to the adove yolley varlcus orgmnications were

establicked in elore worklng proxirity to cne arsther at Hillingdon

House, Uxbridge, in the period prior to D-day.

Alwenced Hecdguorters Allied Fxpeditlomzry Alr Force
Advanced Hecdguerters A3MF was one such organization. It pro-
vided the Iintk iir Force and 24 Tactical Alr Force RAT with torget
dlrectlveoc. It rerolved any questlons which might arise and served
o ceslct in detervdning thoe emloryment of the Tnited States
Strabteical Alr Force in cases vhere its usge cppecred necessary.
Advenced Headquarters Tinth Alr Force
and 23 Tactical 4idlr TForeo PAY
Advenced Headquerters Tinth Az Force was esteblished at FAllingdon
. Bouge in early Tebruoxy 1944 as ecsentlally an operctional hecdquarters,
Yto operatlonal parsornel ghared the sase operations roon with equiva-
lent porsonrnel of Zd Taetleal Alr Force and developed their setioms in

cooperation wWth the labler.

Corbined Jontrol Cemter (Tishter)
In sixilor fashlon Afvanced Hermdguerters IX Tighter Comuand, in
operciionsl control of IN and XIX Tasticel iir Comeands, took wp its
regldience at Ushridge By the gide of 1) Group TAF 1o vhat wee mown

‘ ng the Combined Contrel Center (Fighter).
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21t Avnyr Group Combined Contrel Center
The 2lsi Ar~y Group Cembined Control Center also appesred on the
scene to give the necded represcnbation to the growd forees. It wss
headed By a gencrel staff officer (alr) of 2Lst Army Group., Its per-
scnnel, derlved from st Aramy Group and from the Flrst U, 8. Amy,

vore Qistrituted among three subordincte groups or cells.

Recornodesonce Certer., The firet of these eells wos the reconnal ssance
center. Thieg handled zll requeste for recomnaissance whlch were not
cared for by reconneissones units directly acelgned to armies. It
hod the further regronnibility of planning reconnnissance mlesiong in
slvence axd of plamning missions on its own initiative, if in its
Juldecnent such mlsslons were necepsitcted by the developing sitvatlon,
It furtherzore recoived reports of all recomnalssance rissions, These
it forvarded to the Information cell which, in tuwrn, transsitied thenm
to the operations cel) =nld to the cperations roon for thelr informa-
tion ané poseible metion, Direet control of Arerican reconnsissonce
vas telnbalned by the senlor U. 5. officer in the recornsziscence

centber.

Cparetiops Oell. The second cell of the Zlst Army Group Combined
Control Cenier was denoninated the operntionc eell. This wilt received
all requests for air particination ordglmating with U, S. Afr Support
Torties {or Pritish visusl control posts) which, as noted aveve, were

sgslined to grovnd treope. These requects conveyed the wishes of

sty
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ground conmrnders in respect to suck migsions, In the agsault phosge
they exckoted from the headguarters shipe. As the srmy units lnvoelved
novel aghore the requeets ccme from thelr commerd posts. Such re-
guests might also come directly from the grewnd commanders,

The ogperations cell wisht reject such requests, or it misht pass
ther on to the approprlate operctions reem for acceptence or refusal,
Refusals on the part of operctions roon suthorities would normally
be oy on grownds of alr necessity., This cell might aleo develop
requusts for alr-grovmd cooperation on ite own inltiostive and on tke
vesle of its mowledge of the grounmd sltuatlon., It was kept fully
inforned on the detnlls of fkle subject by way of reporis recolved
directly or throush infornction cell, growmd unlts in the field, or
recorncisscncee, A sltuatlon nop porlrayed this infercation grophically.

Cpexztions cell had two other functions., It assicted in the
develornuent of the misrions planned in advorce for any glven day. On
the darlg of information recelved froo the ground it set the bombd line,
altered the save as need aroee, end gave proxot informaiion on the

subiect to operotions rocr wnd to the grouad and air valts concerned,

Infornstion Qell. Whe third eleuent of the 2lst srmy Group Conbined
Control Center was the infermntlion cell., To it 21l intellizernce con-
cerping the grovwed sitratlon wos revorted by the ground uwnlts lnvolved.
23 has bBscn noted above, 1t olzo recelved recorts of iy recomnelscsnce,
to which gouvrces of inforrciion wasre added the rerorts of obreryatione

rado by other olr mizsisne. This ¢ell mnintalned n gifvstion riny oz

A
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vhich the chvinglog posltlone of frierdly and eneny trocps were consbantly

diralayed, Yogetber with the reported results of recomalssence. It

likevige malntalned oxd cliroulnted to Intersnted unite an "Information

In Log® in which all itens of intelligence recelved by 1t were entered,
Cnee 1t war detextinet that an alr portleiyation miseion should

te flown, operations orderc were sent, ususlly by telephone, to the

rroper eir 5-3, The sczo informotlon wos likewise given to the ground

lizlgon officer attoched to the alr formation involved, 1n order that

he might inforn the grournd comnancer ard persorsnlly assist the Se2

in briciing tre crevws on appropricte detolls of ihe ground situstion.

He wus hept currently inforzed on this subject so thet he might properly

discharze this bricfing funetion. If a request was refused, the sround

cearender who originated it was so inforred,

Jpal Inctructions in Ground liladson Officerc

Sartker to Inforc the ground 1laleon officers with respect to
detalls of the invasion plan with which they needed to become Fauiliawr,
& ereclcl conference was held for theilr benefit at Hillingdon on
2 June 1944, There officers of tke 2lst Avny CGroup Cowhined Control
Center infulged in a full exnosition of the plan, repssted esrlier
statewents ln respect Yo the procedures employved in layins on airw
grount cocperation misrlens, oxd provided each grouwnd llsison officer
with a ecrefully developed sot of instructions for his reference in
the Imzeliate future. The Tact was stressed thet while the greoter

part of alreground cacperctlon risslons would be prearranged, rilzcions

M
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in response 13 demunds arising from unforeseen situsntions, though

gosller in prorortlion, were exceedingly important,

. later Developuents
whi¢ plen ard orgavisation for the contrel of alr strilkes was
maintained vithout substantial moddficstion throvghout the pericd 6 o
18 Juae, However. as operatliorcl bases were egtablighed on the far
chore in immedizte oroximidy to Flrst U. S. Jomy, the activities of
the Zlst Arny Group Combined Control Center wers progreseively limited,
A @efinlte stzage in this development, so £ny as U, S. alr power was
corcorned, war reached on the night of 17-19 June 1944. Then, in
. accorfones wlil o prdsr Ivo. wdvoanced Headgquarters IX Pacticsl Alr
Comxana on the far shore, operablonzl eontrol of air-grownd cosrdination
migslons wug aogumed by that herdyunrtars., In effeet thils meant that
the conbrol of the fighter-bomhers passed to that command, Preplansed
. alr partisizotlon xisslons were stlll srranged and ordered by Advanced
Headquarters Tinth idr Foree at Elllinsion YMouse, and other miscions
vare omler:d ikere in cases where ths losal ragources of IX Tactical
My Comzuml did not zermdi 1t {0 care for thex.
Of neaecally on elabornte commmiecations net was nmaintained for

the uwa of Zlst Army Group Goubined Control Center which gave them
.r?

direct comuunlcations uith both growmd end alr units,

R
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OPZ=ATICNS 6 70 30 JUIT 194°

D-gay Guerationa
Te invasion olonz of the Iinth Air Torce had boen fully elnborated
on pager in "ilath Afr Foree Flan for Cperation 'Weptune'!--Tactical
Alr Plea," issuel on 25 Anrll 1944, On Dedny, € June 1944, the flrsi
of thess plans was translated into action ag the zotual inveslon of
Tarove begar. All of the IHnth's vast resources had been comnitted
by the plan. ALl were now exployed o the fullest possldle sntent--

troop czrrisrs, mediun boubors, und flihter-bombers allie,

1% Zroop Caxzler Cormand
Tield Order fo. 1

1Y Traop Corrier Command Tield Order Io, 1, 31 llay 1944, as
auerdsl 4 June 1945, detorzined the role of that organizetisn in the
assavlt phase of Oporatlon NZPTUNE, ILhe asolzaed misslon of Zrlg. CGen.
Fem) Ly Willioms® forces was to "transmort and re-sipply parschute
-nd glider elen nts of the 824 Adrborne Divi.lon and the 101st
sirborne divlsiosn.,” Chis was 9 be acco.aplished in three phases. Che
flrazt, to be accomsllshel in the early hours of D-day, Lavoelved the
deliverr of marachube znl glider indwbry of the two alrborme divlisions
on & o8l of #ix drup o lunilng zonen in olose proximity to Ste. llere
Tgliae, waers they were o Le used to zssist the inland progress of

the assault troops landed ¢n Utah beach. The second, invslving the

61
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gunpors of the two divisions with gllder-harme heniquarters, medieal,
signal, and ¢Gagineer detachrents, together with fileld sritllery, antli-
. ~Arcraftd actilisry, and iafrotry wlts, waz 4o be accompllished late on
Dudsy and in bhe early hours of D plus 1 ab two L-nding stnzs, onc of
which had not beon previously cuploysd. The third, %0 be carrled out
aarly on D plus 1, lavelved garachale reguwaply of the alrbornc divislons

at t.so drop zones earller exployad,

TnlaLOff, Courege, and Formations
In the eloaing koura of D xious 1, $-47's and C-E3%'s of IX Troop
Soxrler Uomcand berun bo talwe off, some serving as tags for O35-44's.
Ho lesg thrm 15 alrflelds, distributed in three unjosr ocreas froa
Lincolzmshisre {0 Tevon, ware cuslored in the eparatlion, which was
dirascted from the Combined ZTritish Amerleocn Cperulions Fooa and Comuond
Past st Tastaste, in proximity ts Advunced Meadsguzrters Uinth Aty
. Torea and Eeadguartass (4lled Smpeditlorary Aly Torce.
AMrovoft proceefed 1o three wing ascexhly aress snd thence to
the conzand degortare nolnt on tho coast. Trou that polunt the alr
trains progeeled wlong a commpnd chmannel 10 miles wlde, passing beluwgen
the 1gl-mde of Guasrnesy and Lldernsy to o turaing polnt off the wast
eoast of the Chorbourz peningula. The esurcs win planned to aveld
the henvy mntlolreraft fire of the Chommel Igl-xn2g snd northarn portiom
of the Charbsiury peninguls, Thres naval erzft, provided with vlsusl
“ apd ralar Loacons zad carrying Slonel porsoxiel of XX Iroop Carrier

Comomd, marked the course spd turning wolnt,
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Mreraft carrying gerabroops procesded in ninme-ship ecoluzy Vee
of Vees, while ider tucr and thelr bous were formed in palrs of
. palrs echelon2d to the righi. Fhe firmer obeorved a spood of 14D
mep.h,, the latter a zpezd of 170 n.p.h. en roabe; and both uwars o
return to B0 mup.h. To aveld emcesslva cuswlities paratrosp drop

spesl was fixed 1t not over 110 wmomh.

Pgthilnders
Six pothflinder cavlzls of thrie plones exch wsre diwected to
proseed to cix drop unld lunding zomer, Sheir navisators were the mast
. czporlenced mambers of the IX Drsop Corvior Cemzead Pathfinder School,
vhere thelr erevs had nlso Besn troined, Thile seheal hed provided In-
tenslve training io he wre of all novigublons) aids since 1%s esteblishe
weat on 3 Iorch 1244, snd 1ts mesbers hod participating in fregnent
wing ané commord exerclssc. The guthfivier~! uleston waz to drop ab
. least one of three alrbarne pathflndsr teans on each of the six drop
zanes assismzl, the teans 460 max’: the zome with 1lzhted tess and
radar beocons on2-half hawr Refors the srrival of the main body., The
pothficderas wore also to drop at leant oo of o alrdorne pathfinder
teans t0 xaiit a spoclal glider 1amding zono.

&1L 19 patafinder alrereft shileh nnde 1ondfall coupleted thelr
rlssime, and ald Grops were aade 2% aosroxlmataly the correet times,
altbough some Alfficaltles wers encountsred ot the tuwrn and imsedlately

. after lenicdl, AL pl.nes were ogulpped vith Ges, vwith Bobeson
(%) zecedvo Damretre Bessens), wad with SOE-717-0 radar, so that in

cage oxe or more of the levlees fulled tho misslon ecould st1ll be
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cerried out, All of the equippwent worized gcilsfoatorily with the
cxeeptlon of the 30I-117-0 reccpblion of slgmels from Bups beacons.
. O0I~117-C v used in dcterndns the eyact laridfall on passing the
Irltdeh ¢rart, b2 flx course cxeactly aldvay telween Alderney and
Cuerngey islands, and as o check to (ee In recebing the drop zores
crd on rotuinding fo base. IZeteccas recelved Tirexa slgnals st all
chied’: poinie avd at three drap zomes. Ab no tlme wae Gec unreadabls.
In 1.0 comeg, the actunl drops wore rade By lis ure alone, while in
thr#a othors Gee whs sumpledented with gocd vizpuel checks. In the re-
nodelne v instonces the pathfinder teams were drupped on visusl
. identification of the torget. In one ingtance three teanws were

aropmed wiihin 220 yovds of {he center of the assigned drop zone.

Tiversion
A force of EAF Gtirlin:s fler a dlversicnary miseion in conuege
. tien with the fipet phese of troxn corrler operations. They parallelod
the sourse of the aaln vl wnd candlnued bgyond ilke twrning goind
towards the cacny conet, drypling window to simlate a seconl trosp
currlsr fores going t0 a Alilirent cremn In errisls of spproxiwiely 40
airverft c.fi.  Damuy porastroops wnd aciseadters wers alsy Sratued In

the coir_ 2 of thie Jivorzlon,

e

Zuasard
Tezart tra provided By nligbt figkters of 11 Grovp BT whloh rxg-
- ALY raven Loz the coluan, while ZUF fmbrulers .asisted fn proviiias

eove s nal GhEae'nol eneny pans ond 3w oaechllabs, Do oenouy alrorolt e

L T
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eancruniered in this or any subs:yuent phase of the operations.

. Frogreas of the Operutin
Elx g Fhaca.  Cver 900 0-47's omd C-83'z of IX Irasp Carrier Comumand,
togsther with more than 100 OG-y gliders, porticipated in the flrst
phaase of the operatlon in 28 gerials. fThan'ss to intensive trelning
in nidhit fiylng, 311 formabtlong wowe effeclied withiuy odr acaldeat.
Transpore povigetion prodlims were usually solved in a sailslactory
TanAer,  TWo eress wor grour had Teen sperially trained in the Poth-
finder Schoul to lead thelr groupa within vi-usl dislance of ths drao-
zone elde established by the alrborze pothfirder walts, A1l forastisnz
reathcd the targets ab wprozinsely the tine designatsd without re-
celving oy gunfirs frim Allied ships. [avigatiomel aids fumebioned
gatlafiotordly with tho excoptinn of tias Lishicd tass on thrae droy

zwaed. There, hrwsver, the “uyelm beacons wartsl well. Hazwy olovd

)

Toracilong oh-eured vislon wnd realernd the spesial run-in zaps of
11$%1e volue. zhe airer.ft rezchel the drop zona: bstwes=a 00L5 and
042 houry on D-day.

Surpries waz paceldble only in the sase of the lenidny alraraft:
all subsezgueat sarials were under prustically continucus zround and
antizlroraft fire in orossing the veninculn and on landing. hlle re-
echving such flro tho dranssord serlals were waaally unuble 5 maintuln
closs formntion with the result that alrborne anits wers seabberzd

. and interaingled on lanﬁ.;;m. Vevertholess results differszi fron the

plan in detull rather thon in oass, anf the growmd cbserver's report

L
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indlcates tkat the 6 of the 101lst ‘drborne Dlvlsion vere dropped

€5

without aajor logs ond 4hat only ono unit of the G523 Jrtorse Divislon
Wo3 badly dropped. The anus obosrver rexm.rtd that the suaecesiful
cunsluglon of the sllder phase of the miselon was "litile short of a
aies3le, " cloce the Lunding fields were 33211 and orfen shebtruotad By
heavy rosts, Paaachute wad plider lendings alire had to be made in
tho nidsl of a clronzly orromlzel defenslve position, Zpls fuet was
caphoslized in the cris of ths 823 ‘dxborns Divislon, +hich landed
squarely om ths Cormnn 91lat Infentary Division and other defenss troons

racaged In nwmeavery wad ceawpring their sssimed defenre positions,

Segond Thaze. Cver 430 C-i7's wnld 0-H3'3 towlng as nony 03-4L and
Hersn glidsrs porileipatel in the supoord alzolona (nize searials) on
ths cftceneon of Deday mud on ths sornlp: of D plus 1. fGhey were
exzoried Ly fighater growpe of IX Dightar Uoamnnd which gove closs cover.
ko reculty wore mwdh the some s thos: resyrded for previcus
HAgpioms, CO-i's hod boen cxployed for the night slider lwiings
sinee 4% was held that tholir rize would keep nlght lossss to o
sintrum,  Iwo hundrad mmd tuenty Forsar wore aswigred to this thase,
thelr pay loads of 6,900 moucde muizinz then particuleriy waluadle for
the tranport of beavy cyalpaent. Saell lrnding fields ngwin oconsiimed
many erash londdngs, the hleh lending: =psod of the FPorsas plocing thenm
at & specll dlczdvantige. Apsln formations were considerably
sentiercd by prounmd fire, fome of the londines vere node in the =ldrd
of the baisle vhich wee rasing in the Ste. lers llee area, TUnder

S

-
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these clrounctances ooneldorable honty egulpmont was lost, there belng
“ 1ittle opportunity to sronrs that vhich waz safely ilandad; bub

capvaltles were reoporteld as Vemasingly Light.? Zhe alreraft arrived

over thelr forgsts babwoon 2083 ond 2250 on D-day und batween 0700

anil 0855 on D plas 1,

Sudrd Duasg. The work of IX Teososp Carrles Qomannd 1n the sg-ault on
Ut beuch wino caneluded by phise thrze of 1ts omeraidon. Parallellpgs
somg of the supisrd wistlons abarr Jdosorlbed,sore than 320 0-47'y gud
Cafdte ware dlootched $> regupnly the 821 end 101et lirbirae Tiviclions
. on ths meralng of D plur 1. Geownd conditlone ond enes)y reacilons
were averst Uo the swecenoful cezanplishioment of resuprly. In addition,
thig ghar~e wuz onrried out 22 preplaaned cnd not on orders fr med in
aeosrdancs whth ke soiund groamd ciiuvailon., Thags fuobe in coxdination
cruzed mony Wanllss of the muey droen to Dudl in encuy tercitory, while
Sha Jozablon cnd dlatribullon of othsrs %y the gryond troops can-

atdduted o Glfflpdt proeblen,

Lazsepllshzents
he difficaltles ottendont wson an eporation of thie au-nitude
were morisus snd muny, Tlanning hod anbieimated romy. Otaers had
been reduced to o ominlous By the msrlgablennl znd other technical
tradadas affordel By the IX Trosp Carrior Coazand Patbfinder Sshool.
. Torthormor:, no Lese than 270 wing oamd three eonuond exerelsus kol

been condueted by IX Urao) Carelor Command Telwaon 10 ll-rch ond 27 layr

SRR,
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ts glve 1bs olr orews oaporatlonnd experisnes. Alrbirne troops porilel
nobeld In 21l of thess exercises vhich culminated on 12 liay 1944 in
Zmerelze Tosdcwmn falle.s2le cnd reallistic rebearszl of invaslon onero-
tlones. The frults of sush plamming cand trolinlns rore suthored in the
courds of the troop carrier cperations of D minus 1 to D plus L. These
esperctions woro o suceens.  Tho followlng tables comstliubte n repord

1
of thely gize, ei3b, and acot.plichment.

IX Iropp Corxder Comiand: (pazsdlonsl Sudusss

alror-fy
Ilepatshed 1,882
Survles 1,808
Caapleslng Alscien 1,81
Abortive 78
Idockay und do~Sroyed 41,
Daonzad 449
TX0sns dropstl on odbjeative 13,2156
Areillery wenpong drapped prae
Founla of conbot equiprmont -nd sunplies draspped 1,641,448
Flrins time (howee) 7,032
Pidera
Tlrontelnh HO B/
Cartles B2
Ieloascd ab L2 03
Tat veleased ab L2 (lost) o
Iroopa landed on objaptive 4,047
irosse rot lendel on 9h)eatlve A7
Srtillery woapons landed 110
Jerps landed 281
Founde of eambob equizmont wnd gasplles lanied £12,477
Z1ng tine (hours) 1,118
Ty ooy
Arveraft abarilve £.67
Mreraft desdroyed and ciszing 1 5)3
Jdvorafs domniged 7.0
Glidore not relearzd at LZ (lost) 1.5,
Tenigs, drsrred ar lsuded
drsralt 13,25
Glidcrs L0407
Lotal 17,802
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Pountz of Trelshs Sropo:dl or lanfed
i ELE g 2224 BE LGROed

a'hi Ta’.‘«l‘ﬁ’-ft J- [} 641 1448
tliders 2477

. Total 2,002,925

dnelysle of coshat egulvnent drozped sr 1.mded
Alxoralt Cliles=  Lokal
Teter of Jeass 0 281 =81
Suvober of crtillory werpone or wortars 278 110 <33
Gallong ol gamoline 1,667 280 1,947
Fyunis of minen sl erplosives 16,227 10,385 26,652
Powidn of poasunition £86,821 202,032  798,€853
Pounds of rotlonn £1,700 5,672 87,373
Fourds of other coubst eguwlpuent 946,329 194,335 1,141.217

Renbor cod clehber Camnenda
Crapabions Crder Do, 1634
. The azaauld shage oueraticns of IX Buzdbar Couzemd und of IX Fighier
Comrannd for Pelay wers detoralmed by Advonced Herdouznrytors Iinth Atr
Forze Gacrationn Ordar s, 1684 (ao date). Its essential provisions,
132l won the Jolnt Flre Piqn of 8 inrll as eubrogoently reviseld and
. smenled, waro o f0llouoe

X Zoaer Coumsrl, tndor the eormand of Brig, Cen, Saauel J,
fadrreem, wis to attac’t threa consbal batberies diu the 2lst amay Growp
oren, car orlr 2oncrdllle wnd tun Iin the vielnity of Calstrehad,
—igabewm idlrversit were 13 bomb vnch target ot oo meor elvil Hwilight
29 prs3ible.

Threa gther e0.8t0d Baiboriss ot Polnte & Foo, Just west of
Craks De.ch, ot Uslegy I on ihe ecogbern siare of the Vire eztusry, aad
at lbniforville, siyuth of 2 wiflzuwr on th2 northesst tlp ol ths
Cherbour: penlusde wire o Do obtacted By 18 welizme ench hebucen

E-hyur zinas 20 ;pl U-howe Linas five miaubes, ALY these botisries

N

L. . - N e - - -
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were capnole of ifnterfering wilh the lenddngs cn Utch bench,
in addltion the aedluis woro %o baoh aswen defealsd loeallties
~ in the Tizh beach aren in the wleinity of Les Tuzes de Yerreville, 5.
il do Torreville, Lo lzdclelns, and Beaun Gidllet. Lhree were to
ve abtacted by 36 aad the remalnder by £4 olrveraft each. The atiacks
wera to bes dalivered betwessa E-hour ninus 20 ol Hehowr minas five
Simatee,  IF ¢ tediuneboubor offort was concontrated in thls ares o
elinincte, so for ag posciblc, olr trafiic problens.
ke etponsth of grovps Gurlng the oeenult mleslony wue fixed ot
the zarizna of B2 cirercfi. Dediv fors: tisns were to kave no direct
. Tighter runnort. ot were to Do tnier aren covir,
IX Fippter Cowncrd vorn in operatlonsl control of a1l IX mnd XX
Tastical Adr Comicnd wite, wad vos under the comurd of laj. Gen.
Ilwvzed , Cuesatn, Tive groups ware aselgmed to heach high cover,
two (supplenented by four from VIID Fightor Cormend) to ewnver covenr.
. Tive other grops cansbitubed & sbriking force, axd six were held for
euppord {adr- round coopcraticon). Dwo fighter-bumber sguadronn,
dezi neted frow the ebriiiry Toxeo, were asrlgned %o fly one alr
slert nlrslon sach. Ik support of the U, 5. ¥ and V11 Qorms, st
éirectcd by the Cordined (Tighter) Control fenter im direet cierdina-
tien wilth ihe con.indery of thowe cuzyps.
In cmédition tie fighter-tocherr weru To abtack tws coastol
buttorior in squadron cirengih.  Shese vere laley II and Gefozse, Bath
. cn the cootorn ghore of the Tire cciuary ard both coneble of Geliverdnyg
fire on Ttoh bench., The atiuclc were to be nude betusen E-howr and

Tebour wlu: 10.

'THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
_—

) (}[.‘ . ~ I.
71
vith the pwrpsse of DPlogning noveacnt inte the Hel area, fighter-
terbers wora ansgd red rlx brddees L2l o oroll erBbogimient in the
. frmernl ares southuest of Ste, loro Zgadice ard In proxinity to 5%.
Savrier 1o YVlezwbdi. ke almiroad wos ob Lo S&ng‘swiérp, the Wridges
ob Scunevlllo, Z3linnoville, Oouwrpoville, 5f. Sowweur de Flerre FPont,

£4. fouviwr Yo Viesade, oxf Dohow

Intcellipizee Approeistion of Accocmldt Fhose Dorpets
e motnee of these texrgels iz cabitited Ty Imdellirerncon Seotionte

Mavraclobicon of Ccheduled Torgcts for 6 June 1944,7 &ich follovs.

ORGP N WA

Ix¥ O3 ST

Frpflewr (Contforviile)
chsc:.:;tec vziry conttructleon for .:-our 1?0 4-»“. sung with renge of
SE,030 mardo. a.r«:r'ic;ml:; thtnekad 18, y B0 wpd 24 1oy by IX Boxder
Comrimé, rorulting in dme v te all i‘om ca'"cr&ua.,. Cre of the four
gone wed poscltly declreyed cnd anothor zoy %o owl of wetion., Che
. rocpindng 1 pans Lo ve edIo b0 fire ol probodly Tros aflceent
rdtor erd not fron the inecopleto eixlagerconts,
“eor to woldercdbe hesvy flak ic anticinoated,

Ldss L

.?ﬁnr enplaceronts for 106 mp howltoero conzl-ting of cpen \.ircular
pite 3L in ddu ebor with econerrtie olatfor.., Abttaeled 28 !-r br IX 3
Ty blinﬁ. tombir: wetkads, eourlog no dor pe.  Cosczstes ure under
cangstruction In thoe vicindir.

Yoals keowy £l puy te eneoumberad,

solnic du Eap
Trplacenents with elx 100 o puma,  Alge 2 viantes under eonsiive-
tian. :.tt:;r;:r by IXE B ?;az"f Cownmd on 16 Sexdd, 77 k7 ord 4 June

. rove &n..necl 11 but Yoo 2 and Do, 3 nositicon,
Teslk honwy fluk wey be encomtored.
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Sz gom 15D to.. bottery with £ ezseooics uwnder construeticn, Abbacks
~ of 23 Apwil und 12, 19 and 20 oy effecteld only ominsr darage.
Jealn hemvy £l wor ke cunccuwntered.

Codexehed T

1

Six 1L0 @0 cong vith C corenotes wadcor eonciruetlon,  Attasks of
OF Lowrll and 4 lLor goverely demnccl} Mo, 1 ownd To. 2 cecemcles,
wegds to sedersie hepyy Tlolt 1g anticirated,
Salctanlae IT
Six 105 am, muns with 4 casrocier under constructlon. No daunge
fren pricr attad:.
Veuz to noderots hewwvy flok 10 onticlpated,
DETEUDED ILATTIINS I WEAY E0ACT ARFA
. Leg Innes de Fucguville

Infentrs pocdtion om caioote  Iws pllitsues, five sheliers, possitly
one tabl-~tix’s zom,  Troteplcl by cati-toxl: 8ich and wivre on landward

oide,
L & +3

. Infantry pocdticn on cintt. Two pillbszes, throe sheliers,
peecibly two L0 ran, gane, Frotceted by wire on lenfward side.

Ei‘_ *’Esznjn ﬁi ::V)'*‘I Iﬁ‘ﬂjzﬁ

Infeniyy positicn on conot. Four plllboner, ope chelter, three
codi-tonds oo, one Mghd gun, prododly 75 mo, protected By wire on
Yerdiaxrd eida,

St dartin de Toxresdlle

Infanbtry position on coant. Three pilltores, mix shelters. Frow
tocted b vira on Laadvard -ide,

L& Fo ﬁcl E:nﬁ
. Small infoubry wocition lisatly inlond, surrounded by wire,
Pocn Gulllod

Craldl dns rizyr nocitlon izlund fvem couck. Probable vlatoon

Heodovarters.
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2oz Guillot
Infratxy pooitlcn on CC&-’S{} in front of dyle. Two pillbozes. Do

heovy fic3 in '*,ntici.lz whed ot cry of tkeoo Teoach torgste. Ifzhi flak
ond erell crn five will e r:mm:n’..frfcl if low £11zht 1e necessriy.

I SIGIET. CooilD
GUT 2aZTls
Eei ;‘F{‘E"-’!‘:ﬁ LeninT

aone s fpne-gun Tobtery exploesd ip o xow of frees livdyp . o ird.

Ca o4 12y 104 no minor deflerees or wire hed yot Been inctellcd, It
Ig Tillevel o o o field outtery.

eals hewry flas mer pe encounbered.
upier 1L @

Prﬂ:;.‘b?e 7o e fleld gune In rough opse ewrthen euplocesents
2000 fert In diruietor siteﬂ. 1n on open £1ald., Zange of gurs ohoud
13,000 yrexds.

Lesk reavy flelkr mar te cnccuntered,

JEIRTZE
Zguzevllle~~Toud Bridge

Sinsle gpan thromgch Yatilee jdrder bridge with muconyy stub-ente,
Sran ie OO fext lony over Douve Huer.

dlenreridie—Tond Sridse

Three orldsss In cuocerclon over Louve Ziver (nd two branch
ciromae, (1) Srle™ creh, slncle gran, 46 £ () Iedled stecd luttice
Ardcy, 2 coon, 20 £ty useonry sych gingle gran, 256 £,

ot lle =t dvcod Srddee

Slu_lo Bt pedlroad Bridge on Cerembar~Lo Jare du Fulio-Carteret
line.

oh. oo de Sierrs Pomt--lodlword Tridce
Sixsdr trac’ suilresd hridge.
Sha Soxrour le Fooutew--lord 3Bridze

Reirforesd conoxete, tio cpinm bridge 102 feet lomy, over Donme Plver.

Ny
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Lsnou-~focd Tridre

IT comey exeh, 2 spon bridpge, 70 foct long, over Douwre Piver,
Sanes Seetoriment on il rord on wict side of Cherbourg penilrevla.

Lisht fleir ondy is onticloected at tny of these bridre targcte,
Fote:

O0f the gun totberics lisled gbove as targets, the followlng have
nortions of teth Utch and (xnka beuches within ronpge:

ieley I - lziey IT - Gofosre —~ Polntc du Hoel
Tie Earflcur Eattery con resch Utsh beach,

L Bosker Qomicad Cuerrtlors in the Asrowlt Thare

A1Y of the cordgraente te IZ Bomber Cozcerd for the assault vhase
vere corried out, Zero hour hed Pesn fixed nt C8I0, _ocordipgly tke
firet alrercft Invelved Sosls of € ot 0343, the lest at CLZ0 on G Jume,
Tnder these clrounstences 1t was well that much effort hod tecn ex-
perded in troinieg fiying porcomnel in Povzcting juet before dowa.

Venthor and pothfinder difflcvdtler redvced the attuek on tie
targets ln the Zlst Aroy Group zrez. Only ore aiveraflt was over
Denerville rnd 11 were over the tws botteriers st Culstrehen, The
atiacls too™s pluee botieen 0317 cxd 0BED, vith 1,000~ and 2,000-
momd horbe heins uezed.

The obtecs on the bitteries at lelnte du Foo, llontfarvillie, and
Izier I toslt plice betuween 05855 and 064F. fThe resvlts in the first
inntance were wnetzerved; ln the other twy the tarpetc were well
covered b the Turcts of 1,000 exd 2,000-pound Toobs dryopoed wisually

By elnsde Loxes teetipanled B owatbfindsr cirexely,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

<SR,

Owlng to werther coxditlons the vieuwsl ctbuclin on the seven
Cefeafed Loezlidl-c in tke Utsk bosch arca were .ude at vouseal levels
between Z,000 wxd 7,0C0 feel. They were dolivered by 18 bover, dig-
trivated as plemned, ant todi plbace bvebtween CEQS and r624. To avold
heewy evctoening, TUO0-mowpd burkrs were emplered. Orleulstions based
uwpon erpiricratod oding ol Crersorter on 1Y and 23 DLy bod deter-
mined thie ccleetion, A totul of 209 sivoroft drcozeld 523,63 tone
of ZZ%-zoumd barmls.

sggerrnent of the resulic of these Tirblng attacks s extrenelyr
Gifiievlt. ZPoor ghologrophic conditiens prevalled which 1iritsd tha
regilis to Te obtalpad frem siriies rhotosraphr. ILater exmxdn tlon
on the ground rlelded ratrer ungotlsfoclory comeluziong since the
candl exclers weve obpowred b3 ihe effects of mewsl gunfire, by loler
fliating, ond By 1) loter clernlog-up operciions. Cpcraticoal
reeered Jeaticr, howover, ecleuloted on the duelec of Z85 loeated boxb-
falls in the Utah beoch cren thit L0 per cent of the borbs fell in
the berget erecs of the soven Scfreded loccdlitlesn, 43 por cert wilihin
£00 feot of the torpet crens, £0 wer cent on land, and 34 per cent
Totween hich tide wnd water lino, It should be rezomoered thut in an
whtuch by Lws poxec of 18 alxor It exch on cuch tarscte tre chunces
of a machine gun's Delng vl ovl of acticon ave 054, The ckrnece of &
dAreat hil op & willbox e Iers thom 2 nor cent. It is i0 be ot
serrud, kovever, trelb remewts fron the prowmd gatmarier in the Tizk
crea riLicl thrt the pdrz-rpolnt boxbing of the beach torgebs was ex-

cellent, ond ot ke leter drizositted o cozmendstion to IX Bouter
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Commarf, In particwlar the 1isht resistounce encountered by a wdt of
the 10lct Jirtorre Diviricn in scoupyling o buttery went of St. lioxtin
Ce Torreville weoro deslored By o grownd observer to be "dua to the
exezlleat olir fore: Donbiry.®

In attoce crednst czostal tatierles, wsnally housed im heovy
concrete exjlacexents, hits werc rersrted in the vicinigy of the gume,
vab ac shyslesl dninge attrlbuteble to the borting was dlscovered at
a later date. It is motevorthy thot in cll bombing of such turgets
tho effcet of other thun diriet hits woy hove dicrupted controls and
communiectiony nud demorslized perzorrel, thus effectively nevtrolizing

the gun positicn at a eriticol poricd.

1X Tighter Conusrd Operontions in the Assanlt Fhose

Flghborateiilers of the IX and XX Trebienl Ay Cornmards, funetion-
ing wrder the operstionnd contrel of I Tighter Commend, provided the
required convoy cad hlgh tezch esver throughout tre day. Ther also
suprorted the deylight operations of IX Uroop Carrier Comnand by pro-
viding ercorts andé b carrying out aren sweeps. These operations
vere amazingly wneventful, the only report recording the presence of
enery ploncrs belng fronm alverafd cnpcged in comvoy cower., These
T ortel cighting ond chasing ofl o T70-109%:.,  In Tfact no clales
wers mado by fldhler-hadders in the cowr o of the whols day's 6porie
Plons--Ule only cladus for tho Tinth AMr Tores oa D-duy belrns tio
cnenyr clrerads lestroyed by meddiuwns cnld threo daesbroyed and ons

dnzaged by resomtnlssznce sireprafi.

'"l [ I.
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Sush o record, notubly in reepsst to ehipoing lane and beach
cover, 1s trivate to the ofilelaont sxzcutlen of the plune Tor the
“ provision of such ecover by ths thres aly foraes poarticipabiag. It

slso reflects the guscesa of prolislsoxy operatlons aguinst thz Gerum
“dr Forez wihaich resulbed in the desSructlon of 1ty sireralt in the
cir tnl o the growsd, :wnd in ths desirvellion of mmd duargs to 1ts
goounl lastollqtions amd profuetleon fooilitteos, Zo thls sazessy
Tiptin 0y Toree hnl made 1is eondribution, nlthsugh wojor crelit
Belsngs L3 the Zighth idr Joree ard the AT, The net resali of pre-
lizinney oporatlon: ard tha offleient exeaablin of I-d .y nlims rs
. that Alldel cir gunraiier over the vilsl chipplne lrne ond the eguelly
vital beuoh nrou woo es.xlada
In c3diting to thedr provisien of cov:» wnd esescs, the flshtor-
bambors of the Tiath Mr Torcs sorforicd o conslderable vard st of
’ other cleslons on D-Jay.  Of the nlane spesial tarsets nasioned to
thes in the assmitc vhase, five core dafinitely bit,  In the rociaing
caces roports 6o ovdh exastly soselly the tormet babod, ot indionda
thol to equdvelent barget wus abbacked, The attachs, wiwdly in
sguzaran strongth, wero dellwee:d batoecn ODR0 and 0633
o egnotal rulsapdec ol Naler 1T and Gefazss were hit with
rosli- repsrbsd "eoal' oxnd “Yercellent." Yoo sbticle: were by 13 .nd
15 mrer-I4, Grapala, 27 end 20,0 tons respaciivaly.
“ Bridgen ot St. Swvcae 4o Plerre Tond, Dounevllls, wnd Courpaville

vers trdied as coslmed., T othors in tho roie wren uere sles ki,

B
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walle »dlvnr Ine tallotions ot Carentan vore  Sladmed.  Eesults wers

reoartad sonercdly os Mdedr.® A tolal of 127 plenes stured in thece

arz.ults on cnmuaalesticas nd dronped 82.70 tong of bauds,

Ofew Ooorabilame of IX Borhor Cormand

IX Zodha Cnunnd contimted ite netlvlsies thwouzikond the duy,
A tehlne o botd of 1,011 alrewaft, of vhich 873 made atbacks.

Thir svsrescl Tive-nlnt toxsos per Jrowp. Fho Dast rabn of corforans:
hlthorts ashiored hul hewn on cvore s of fowr haxzs pex sy, Tor the
first tlrme, noweo alrarald wors dlomotebod than thers wers cre

ol bie. Hence oamy erevs Jiey on 7m0 mloolone,

fzashal boatborios acslin cirvel aa objostives for the 22iinw. In
tho Zeitlel ares 10D exaters wore profueed In tho toarget urea o
Tenertille, and hits wove ceaeod near tho eaplageiants of the batler
oo ot Houlide cnl ITrowwdllle. A% Gaibavyillec, on the northuesl ddp
oi the Chorbourg peainonls, eqrally good rezulis wesrs reported. Two
Toxas Lbtuelrel in cxzh ins*s:;.mﬁ:

Sood junations oe Elshoy brldges uore sltadlisl b Cuen wd
Talaiea in Skhe Trlslsh aren Dp o total of 88 slroraft dropoing 164,550
tonz with ¥ab r ) resalin. In the Ul 8, odten, oldl or targele In

sroxdmity Lo the Butils rroa woed kit of Yologmes, Srgeabun, Zooachs,
prd O poates. & tatal oo 130 cdxoralt Jdeoupsd 185,050 Ywun on these
teresba, nflioting cporeclndls dommse,

e mailva- gles wbtoetted Doy w.rthalllsg rards enst of the

Selne in afteorroon wiezions, Sent -flve 2-08%'s Qrogael 2.8 bong
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on fabenn wiih dosage €y rolling g5 zad bulldlngz. A-DO's boubed
Lon =re lex Corps Salnbo, Abrneonrd, nd Derguiiii. The resdts ol

o A=) obisaks B 32, 7 enid 20 alversfi nre nit Mo

Other Creratlons o4 IZ Fleut e Comnnnd

Aftor Tlylne thelr» assignzd destons in the firat assanls phoss
ths fighter~-tsckers coublunel asslye,  In pursasez of the Interdic-

tlia rrozrous the brlage of Dlepsl, undar révclr b the eneny, Was

et me pbbaclized.  In the fired s blng by 31 drocr.lt 0. 5 toum were
droppcd, waille 36 tons wors arapped by 47 cizvorefs In tha second.
Tae oridse rerained stonllng, in el of zix Girect hits nftexr the
Tireh abboct, bub 1t wos clalnmeld ot the noriberm half of the south
~pap, wio A% the river after %hi pecond.

Navea =ierions were flowm Ty fig trr~bomhors in respoun2 S0
elat Arcy rogllthe pabiltted 4o hoerdviarlers by the Coctiuned Conirel
G-poer.  Thrce of thoss nisslong wers arsd rozirmaisnance along the
pocds Lewding Trow Coubinser 1o cr-nt.n, St. L2, tn} Ia Foys du
wuite.  Pallqmr tarzets and e hicwmmy beldge woea tomhed., A ooy
proncorl oolnil Wes ronpested sbtndzed. T4 w24 not found by the
siperalt db; aatehed, which hovover siwated A btraln ab Adrel., Siul-
1-rly the rogmest that onothor sotol tr.asosrhk eslum nyrthenzl of
at, Ls e nbtnglzed lel to mo uablon a-dpst oo rrdoary tarzet, hut
teroeby of apaorlualbéy wxo e, Sm uwr-onb regrest Fox dlvi ~Lauhing

oo eapl.gc.ents rorth of Iehinr rosilteld in cl.das of hits in ile

taxpeb arsc. Other boil srler srelling the Boadkes frea the wisinléyr
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of Carentsn wors atbached, anld 12 direst hlin wore odalzel on cliz gun
explocssonba, vith the-e othuer Wte dnrpots elndn 3 desiroyed.
Seuttored tavgets, including cix gun positions, were hlt bsiwesn
Isigmy crd Zoyewn., The mepasted cite of o heawy Zun neor Fontenayr
was boobed wlth swmpsscily ool resulis. Iubbzrles b llzksy uwhleh
wors flrisg on Utak Deach vzes aled kit by &ve bowbersz, Jue call
for an crblllery cijustacat sivion was cnouwersi.

Toas oud of & total of L3 reguesis for alr-gpounl cosporutlian sub-
mitted ot advroeed hsdguorbors, elgat ware noosstod and relod vpan,
One wan refused on the ground thot no odvoxodd were L lileble, Vealher
aud tha laboness of the hour lel to no zetion lun thrse inctoneces,
alls in oasther oooe $ho peynest soa Yeold uwn, pending a renort on oz
oleorlm whlch vos In the oir ot the timo 1t was sibmitded.

It chsnld te roted Uhxt the caperlence of Dedny 1ed 1o o 1ight
bub siplflicunt chznge in tha plon for flghter dirvectlonm, It wes
Pounl thet theve wvan need for o washor of ayzclrong to be ovidlzble
on chooh ndtloe Dor miscliome apdAnel forsote of opgortualsy and for
srzel matmanisronse ot the ddecetion of the Sexisr ir Eeyresentstlve
Tor Toren TO0Y on board V.3.8. Jngon. The proseduwrs of laylzy on sush
cdsedons fhrraek Adroanesl Haodgwrters ASAT ond the Corbined Jonteol
Ceater kd proved olow. Jdegordingly, ob fixed Intrrvale squedrons ware
sids avellable t3 the fendor Jir Eepresentative for use usadnst tarcebs
of conmortunlery wxi for wyaed raesmm izt mce bohilnd the onemp's llnes,
Such targsebts wers regorsed o bLe fenlor Jdr Peoresceaiutlve by lhe

Ar Suszort Pard) on shoere or deler Ined by recomm:ilesimce wioss

SESENRERNy
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rcparte were Interespted by the Ancon. Sinee VeS8, Zupfield oecsmsion-
211y exporienced ALECLealdr in comuanicndlng with fishters tab cowld

wswlly esatast the Anson, vhose foellliles vere goel, the Senlor Alr

Looresentaiive for Pores "UM czeaslonelly mads use of the Sroopls

fucllities in loying on misslsng in swwort of thot fores,

Cintk alx, Jorcee Sobal Dffont on D-{ak
The full effort of the Tinth air Foree on I-3uy avveares in the
allavine guLaTy

5=  ohbeg’> I i n
Il ~htne ong on  ulzsing ln

! Zohers petonnd  ing Zarseb aedlon
leflun-cltitude wl-on) bering 1,028 817 1,455,605 11
Poathdindcrs & & 8,00 —
Tatal 1,001 az23 1,481,808 i3
Titer-doohors

Aggmnll Lron cover 1,016 97

roon earrler ercord 14 497

Dive bosbing ezcort M3 32

Dive boubloz D077 L8 280,18 2
Dotal 2,139 2,NE5 325,16 3
P:nﬁ; I‘t(,x:i P]:

Clidnr tugs 04 103 2
Srodp eorrlsen 821 805 21
Gliders % 208 104
Dotal 1,028 1,012 ize
I e gh

Fhot>y resommalceonen 80 &3

Tizial reeonnniceancs g9 &7 o
Veabler resrynncissouce 14 14

Ariillery oism o 2

Fhoto reconrcls-cuce esgort v id —_—
Dotol 182 162 n
Grund Tobud £,37) £,062 1,827,765 149
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Boad Brideeg. Dinth Alr Force attacks on rosd oridges over the Selne
produced enwelly good repulta. fShkose nearest Parls at St. Geriain
end laipcons Lafitte were not attacked. The bridre at Bennecourt was
attacked twlce b fighter~tombers and once by medlumg, A medivm
attack: led fo the destruction of onc spon and the remalnder were des-
troyed by the last dive-bonbing mission of 3 June. Courcelles was first
attacked by medtums which coused cne span to gsg. Twoe abiacks by
fighter-btorbere arvd snother by two groups of mediume led to the destrue-
Ylon of three spons as reported @ June. A single dlve borbing broke
the bricge al Conflans, while two similaor attazcks on 30 lay rendered
that at Iilbocuf lmposslble. Single mleslons by mediume in two-group
gtrength broke two spens of the road bdrldres at lantes-Cassicourt and
Verncn, and demolished elght and nine spana regpectively of the bridges
ot ileulsn and Polssy.

Half of the rcad brldge at Pont de 1'Arche was destroyed by dive
bowbling, while s like mierlon agalnct Fonglport caused the structure
there to sag. Two road bridges at Rouen were the objectives of three
ilghter~-bozter mlsslone and of two mediun abiacks, Slnce these
bridges had been given first prierlty on Z7 llay tke mediums attzcked
with thres zroups en 30 Iky and with four on 31 !my. By the latter
date the East bridge kad been rerdered lmpmsradle, The West Dridge
ruffercd a sinmiler fate ar the result of dive bembinges on 2, I, and
4 Jure. Although dlve-bonted twice on 30 Liay the ptructure at St, Plerre
du Teuyrar wes reported standine. It was thie only listed target of

this type which resained intact between Conflans and Fouen {(inclusive)

when D-8ay care, 4
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siregraamd Cog Yo v tlon

Tryecet Mlegiors

-

be T Corps exiended Lis orlglred Coolo Venchhowds dnm L= pericd
7 $2 10 Jume, ik, Tlath Mr Jeree frecuently erxocredsd,  Jelnt neblon

V4L BeTER AR

£,

poevldost than on D oplve 1, Lete on O Naps the commande
Ing pizered of T Corgs roguented "oontiresus flghl:e Tooter suprord to
ceareh oub ond abincs ooy ortillery firirs on Ei“;:a g hecchor.”
In régpence IX Tichter Commxd ddwccted trat Pedming at CECO on
? Juae and copilouing anbll 2800, one of ilo gglatrons skhowdd alwurs
ke over targete in tke Sure RBlver-Jpyoux-Alrel orezi.  The squadrone,
furnl<bed b 300k, J66%h, wud I83th Tightor Crawes, were 4o recalp
in the rrec fox I0 lnuitg, or $9 the Mrdd of thelr exdurizee, ond to
glve g posltlons teeoot erlerity "uo ther hava tilmn hersy tol) on
Teach Cuako,V  Surnwemt fo there ﬁrﬁsrééi‘.’c’ij e?.drcn—strezgth wleslong
. - ¥
vera oo In the derlgmoted axen on 7 Juno, 467 plenes aticagirg
targete of opportualty with 1,000-mound OF bounhr and Irog cluster..
Heowy end ndd: - terecte (Gncdadin I ind volling stoe), tocether
vith troce fuwrnished b ocrecy conountn tlone szd storys iu Lho forests
ox CQexrdery rald Malloeroy, were thees noapt frrsuently singled out for
etizer in the courie of the o miscden~, Hoever, five gun pociiliens,
trelvdiry ono of §2-.401drcetexr gane ermsufloged under shnuw stocis,
vers flggovired sl boilked w1tk waown ra:;ul’cﬁ.3 Slabty rebanters
oo eficglr d sdn Trifses din the Crxrentin ren oo 7 June and czother

=

on tke Bth.  Shep rezeriad thot ros wore torp dn thece of the oridscs
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Tazhed on thoe 7eh. On the follovlry dzp troex were eut whileh foxced
the rivewdblng of 'i:r;i‘i‘ic.“" Cr. 10 Jrae wedducn biuted corcentrotione

in b0 Tercd do Corl-y oith wrlwoin resvlie. Doyulod emouy Recdguiricrs
vere Jdro obleesnd,  Thr sedvrc nmicced tre Pofldirn; ot ILittrr (F Juns),
b Bt thoso ol Sf. loxtlm der Droccarr el Jurgoye (10 Jmac), whil-
Tighatizeloooon wratizdlly Gecivored o hooloumrrisr  ob-tesw ssutkuest

of Ismircudl (7 June). The ci;xed coswawmic.ilonms oozooier staticr at
St Lo wen 2o well it on 12 June thii the emens abindope’ 1tz uze.s

Vepwl1e VII Corpo wox enlovglng 1%y Thah benehbeond, anl or 1%
=aved pipth coudnmel linteborsy wad weolt thyoos 2f. Soovenr 1o Vieoxts
t2 $rc ceast 2f 2amallic, wciv-rpovad cosgorntion wer eTin wore 1o
evhdrozer thon o the Cushge covz, Id8duws etrezic ot flve WAlitory
ingtallcodicoes in tho Co- .,;,rrlr:ur- sogdon Tetteon 7 ownd 14 Jure, dut
the heeyy coenarets shracture: whilch eons ituted thtir tarpetes ot guek
pointe on Lo Pernolle and l2niferville wire nit :M,L riglly den-ged even
by 2,000-p0und §F bovin,

Mrpter~tozhors ollonced o odtory ot 3oy on 7 June and bBetleen
thut debe ond the Y4 ottocised come 1E gun positions in the northern
Qotoniin axen witk opeelal erbocls om bheoza dn thy Zarfllenr arnd
Uontcowrys oroas.  Qlesr evlinoneo i leckine of resuldt: obtalred wiih
the puerpblen of tke otlochks onm Cnaizeville {7 June) ard Crisbeen (10
Fen~),  In eoth of trese cozcs roewnd forcor rewsprisd exeellenti rasuli 3.6
o 18 June fighter-bozbher prauvse floy four xoguest 2declone, ore oopidnet
eteon podndc narth of Miatelrwg, fhe otk .re wlth some nire heldges

ir the ZTriequekreesTr IT.e du Polnts wee no thedr torpete, 311 were

"THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

"'_ 85

psoiclated Witk tkr nortruzrd ané werliord olvonee of VII Corps. The
ciroce rolnte wore Bit with reoulis rerorted oood, ard srovnd ob-
corvert conilracl the derlruztion of w3z bridges, with possidle
ammene te wolile in thelr vlcinit;r.?

Lrocp eoncentyotlone ragoried dn the zreia from 9%, Io to Doxrfleur
il St. Sowreur e Tieoxie were attacked by Tighler-torbers on five

sgenslone Tetveen 10 and 15 Jure with ulimowm results.

Heghvoy Srldens and Dond Tloghs

Elgny targrte opgcor Sroqusztly im dho operstionsl recowis of
7 to 18 June. lecrly a2l of thro sbjecetive~ lur narth of tke line
Coustrreer-Ct. Lo-surg: sur Qlon axnd In gack prexizity to the batile
lirer 22 to czuce zloslene opnduct ther o £2ll inte the eztegory of
Joint elr-ground operaticrs, Iighter-~borbters nttocreld thes on
cezaclon, cither on spoclilcd targets or as those selegted by thre
Tocdors of wroo mloclons,  Tacldent bo cuch obtad:s the lncomplete
reporte for thie wseled speddfy flghhor-boubor eldme of over 1,000
2 aed 34 tooiic dectroped, Zut the mediwss, which flev necrly 40
vieslens wicinel bizhey tarpete In the rine dup: 7 4o 10 June, wlered
the —ore conunlcuovs role.

It was the inbont of the wedluas o 4l rupt cneny zovements by
the dectruzilon of bridoor crd the estzbllghoent of rond bloc'te.
Lk Beoter Qerzomnd Genelivhel the Mghwoy bridse ot verzon (8 June),
destroyed arasthor ot 0%, Sowveuxr 1o Tiezale (30 June), wzdl eloimed 4o

bewe desfroped buo usrs at Conde oux Tolreru (U5 Jme).a Thaze
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ehtrecd b Telemmes (A0 Juns), ab axeenten (U4, 1o Jume), md ot

o)

Lessry (18 June) apreur to bove reeired introb likowh bodliir, s
in v pres wors dewslirhed,  Sko retvlic of tho Porbins of Cocn
bridsre {8 June) wxre the sizo, olthowsh the Co.ouzfipg Gen o, lst
ey Grorn esrmeaved bho obins thos delivercd,

Yo produce sub~tintlel rood Blocls the widduos as o role satbscked
i by Jumetlons wiikin tovme in the expoetaticn thet rudrble from
dcrtrervd Tullddece woald obntrust thenm,  Sach blogks reve erocted in
rons lrstirecty cxeallenl emronlen cxe Irlony, stiveled by tus [as v
sp © Jiac, Vakooae T, vambed Weoolnsle grovme on 8, 10, snd 12 Jime,
T'oriera,y B T o slnle gxooy onm © Junz, Surny rar Olon,
alteered By one peeas on 1R A0tk umd ey urother on the 124k, o
fte Toavour Lo Tiesnte, whick owmporlense? obbuedh B on. -opd ope-hull
Jrowre on 10 Juno and oo decle oeous on the 13EY,  In o1 ococr
ik oy obetuelen wers orented by debris fron Comoliehe? budldirpcr,
Yovoivew, Inile 3 ~irTesli o tion indlect 4 that the recl not In Lk:

wres Ladhol s Jrner 11 cuch 22 %0 porrit the detovr of ro-d YlLoalsg,

e

~AbEsvii Gf osens wornlls ircomricten b6 wnrsy movereuntr,

hj'!‘g:ﬁj r-"u'**'! iy '-‘zzrm-:i i to I"QJ rto .ﬂ:ﬂ- }:‘mt‘,-z E'ﬂiﬂﬁ

JELer Dels o the otk Adw Soree o Dors Hlir aver sinddul of the
regudrtaral thet oo tiehlend iy fores shouwld provest the ravewsnt of
kotiils wzops wxnd sumelics Inbs the tkentor of eperctlons ar wlikin
the v .4e. In the evnr of selbors woizow. bory Yo the invoslen 14

brd porticdp Aol In wbbnstte en caozp rall ocxicrr, ond in tho wonth

a4
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Trior 3 tho aronads ¢ hod ruceesield la dastroplag the redl bridjes

gvir thn Cedns fron Comflony $9 Iduen. Hud the rasu- booa in wores-

. trlebzd contwol of tho rull syotit of nardh.wo Tyocne:r he wnld hove
Tom o3l Ly capwarz the Ailed ratr of toflé-ug in tho ladscoat v
snze love.don 533 placae. -

VAt the dmvesien wmior wuy 1 s k2 lonser nesescary to ohaorTe
merardty Ia ablontlng +ital v31 polet-, wnld the Yeover® slua hed no
longir o o Ldntelnel,  VIth a onlarssd al vare sbulosas wvlzn Lar

1l intordletion thaa bofars, the Tinth Mr Tores Iovauol o cone
cllera®lo prooorilon of 1fr racawees. €3 4hls 2roore. Wiich was dosl usd
.. B0 desl.t tan LLidl-Tlold enmd donpt Uo tho excws tha use of efiimi-
sublons leading lnbo 4t cnd exiebing within 15, TL3 progres was it
wgon o Xlier cocrollohicats oml vos vosr eloosly relatel to fhe TN

adbbne’ts o ol beldoer over ths Colnpa.

Gievel Bo Bhe BLUMLe wrol fron the Sawt. IB wws docly Ble dh4 necess
Lo b Lwou Bho ool Te rusteletod By fhe dosirasilon of radl bridnoo
over Wie Lolos fro. Crlacms 19 e oo, Thic B vy azslemcd o amd
oxcgalal by other Tritlth rzd acrle . e fosser.  Oller maxlroents
L2 Lhe Gln¥h, tosciier At the dicbiees b Whdieh the farestt la- froa

152 ¥oon, procludsl 1t giaoecl portlaolzotlon iv this fertace ol the

. radl Inbtordleticn crommln.

_
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A £a0, ¥ rlousdly docertbol as the Jople-Crloams or the Selno-
Lairo fmm, oxbt-iod %o mon %o 92 rlvers, T4 Boo mmxt be closad to
rall tralfle L£ the peo v oro o be D00y dewslogzed in the aammer
ree grestiy b Bo Seclesd, In thoe reglom of the oo woors saue (1Bt

-

arkd o of ewdilcud ingortones zlamst thor eomteslled oll lize- Lraddn

Ioto ike B .4LYe xdo. oo vopo dlnyos=Tou~lenaed, Cherisy, Tosend
e oty datenor, . Trizas (OLl-ame), Chordrs: (Swuthe.slt), Oloyas,
Cod Downsoacy,.  In ther Bled of cush wridees oo flest copliled, thad
4 Tasrmon appesysid la oloor of the twr of dwnlenen i Trgint le
Tai. The ecubotiduilion of thoc. bwr Dur Soowisa e wande besaun: foa
c.ro'swats ab Diernon exvldd be e ensdll rersdrad., Zronbwldl sz~
Sory rolnls wora o3 T 2ttne’sd o cupolo.ont the ledlap of the gus,
praaloent mons than Volng 2svelh, Thoar dociveor, nd O Faup o
s, andn wvm Bre mars meelsoryr siner 1t eaxly oo e evideat thet
cnly L o owndlenl s Bhaogw i 1laszs vore Pledisd eaald the oo
errosh of tho wrogeas b onradlood,

LL = 2 lplab s, Rosawer, noat aertly do denirsy brldscs over
thr Seln- ool the Todeo crnd Ethin th oo, bud oldes 32 Qonp Yhe emedy
ther uon 68 g nommalsctlons wlbhin the arel Toeloren thes ol the gea.
Withln thet arcn, "xl eaalyslliings omomont to the Bl lins, 1y a
ooy of leddert” of ccogmdention rvmnlvs reze2ally morilh und
coabia.  The werviymosst oon thos. Lo3dars onc ot of Svrnoche et e

lea~ gy o cntorrasnt Lt of Trvrexs-fhordrr--Veves.  Tor tha

rgrga. - of doboedning coblons oopdnct thooy Mrsr of cxnaandention
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Y
ag

coll Yoddor goan Hidel inde o porthern al o oraathorn gesiion., In

ull tverw oo T Be slx rorihorn sooticns anl tuolve sauthorn as

Tollowss

'ﬁ“gutt«t m ﬂﬁabi ona
1. Szanes-Dol.
2 Vibre-lougoreseTh, Dll-dras
Ze Lo fhapelle-lyieme-Diufrint
% Lu Tutte Coloabiorcc-id-asin~-Arg.ab.n
H, loriame-luldde
G, Oonle sa Ewdore-La Lovpa-Teornoadl

.

Q“ﬂﬁﬂm’ Seatlons
Plooreel~Dinan

PRLCT - Sk ¥ T
TuteaGrisat-Titia
Cronp~Lo el

Grez-Larl

S:le~Siile Yo Galdlouns
Lotlrme=T1403 1o Gldlen
Lellimp=Lo, Habtte Oolabl-ron
Lalirmg-roriers

1 Zellle-Toent 1o Datron
1n. Cooaxerldn. <Tagent e Eotroun
2. Qonrteloinc-Orou

»

L ]

ngmﬂ;cls.lihﬁlfﬁi-‘

. iz pracwia wer £lJsecto bescuse the rall notusx’s w.e intrlesta. Toil

- -

ceatery, Brlégny, radd lincs, anl relllng et30: (23 constitused

g rkuto t:xrg&tﬁ.m
In corryln oul this ginoral progrew of roll interdiction in ths
periol 5 99 13 Jume 2254 €ha Mint’ Uy Toree wmide full o~ of bath

Ltn Jor woopoemi.  TH9 noturs Lnd rosdbe of thr oLomr zedluo apd

Tt r-talor sh-tdny vhloh answd crn beel dlool o wel 1o swaasrr

. abvtads on lirpekedlin ; Yarde

-1

-,
-

Aoenn iy Comaamt obbasii-l wore thom 00 Bferand oorstolling
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Forde or idinze Betveon 7 -nl 1% June, no Jesr thrn 10 being Tigheld
the Iiret dogy ol the porlsd., A fer of 1he torget: such o Tolognes
nd L Hoooan Tuld: were prodate to the Tadtle pras of the tlcoes
Y vers rlotrl o vl Lines in ths dnlordietion zone, Eie;mrtei ra-
rmal s rorr gratlye Cm 7 Jume fodr rosalls wore rooorbel ab lgmt
Srarct 2ol Le limc wod pozclble diiu-s o Ivicuze; Iob zmast of 4he

-

oo were eutl ot Tlern ondow

Srerntin, through troffls war Bloghkz:d

1%

&b Tiro r2d avr-nekes, whils ab Telognes one line vz danngel,  Tas
noxy Sl (A1 Llmes vere eud choa the purd ot 86, Lo ownz dettrowed
L5 Zretlony (17 Swne) eomcoatrablons £e11 1o (L tarsct wree butb the
tarougs linz~ resived opoa.  Tws obtaczs (8, 15 Jama) cirue’: Tavel,
the flr-v peebudly Yhoole: thresgh Srofflc, the secunl destroring
13 Lowsr stives nd 20 carn Socether «lth roils ool baildicgs. La
Do da Pultt wor alss ARt Sulae (7, 12 Jume) and sever: v o2 in-
Flicted to tho marsnlline 'mrﬁ.m Folligny, it by zedluns ¢n 7 Juns
EL Br Ll Jattr-tisbores on 12 and 14 Jima, wae Iober fomnd %o Brvr kad
L draclis edfectdvily beolia by over 90 cubs.  The .odluis' Ty Bing
ol alvy et B lreop tiular 1 v rords, el rimb: £ro. Toanen ta
Soubmacs. Zoth vove denbroped -AAth erelBly rr.orted cogrditiv- of
Hllel ond £22 '*a'm.aa.w.l Lrymd Invaetliyntion alzo ceported
soxtmy, effeets ol Tomnor praducod b oo dies obbucls sn 17 ind 28 Juse
In smoe =nl Rodeprsn strenslh reyestdealy, ond by dlve Tabing on
the L4th cnd 38th. I L5 of inloress t2 ¢Batrve thot the Inrt neacs
cEbne’s vnr Ve~ B the D1l Btav-toihers oXdsh cozorbed ths Desote,

Pogushar thay put thy pord o1 of cstlon. e gacoener gboblon was
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76 per eatb Cemollohi=d, amd [0 pir eant Goooor wes inflicted on the
Trelghl stablon ~ul skens, Ths durn-3ohleo e dostroced, nnd 19
lezemolivcs oub of 83, Sogether vith 100 oub of 259 curs, dorreal
ar Ge 3t:~a;:c:1.lé wenrlr all of the zediuw: obinglze Lad teen deli-cred
wy singla grovpo. COn ceraclen, on ab flars (7 June), Ia Hazre du
Fults (7, 12 Juae), lezidin (14 Jume), rad Conda sur Toireaw (16
Juan), <ums timb einesntrotioms strie's bacinsse and resldential srows
with dlxo rocwlss,

Tn ¢hs zus porled fi-hSer-baabors abbzelal xe shelin: waprds on
mora thim 18 eccaslons. Nurgelz ob Le laley (7 Juns), firel (7 Jun=),
teons (7, & Junc), Ot. S.uvewr 1e Ticaste (11 Juns), Ia Bayo an
Fudto (10 June), ~pd Zatterast (15 Junz) 2 - vithln the battle zine.
Tollizae (12, 14 Jumc) :nd Groneille (L1 Fuma) wers mwamimete to 14,
Tontorron (7 Jume), Alescwmn (12 June), Choteewdvn (14 June), Seanes
(14, 18 Jume), Inpemma (OB June), wnl Touszercs (16 Juna) wers
Tarther remsvod, Tut ebi1l ~24hin tke intoedleiion cres. 2ilet-!
rezrts are nit rortloniwly infas—ing, but in tio ceses anong thage
wontioned above ground o%eervors ressrdel the effecta of dlre-bonbing
A streling olssloos. oAb Llsons (:’?, 8 June) the ntbas'zs stovsed all
redl truffic und destrored ths emtr cooches of tha JLerhoarg-Toris
e::_ares:.m At BY. Sruvear le Tieombe (11 Juwe) all ivacks and throwh
lints were cab, nn womwmition tradn Josirercl, cumd Levr dazase done

16

to rolling sias,

ike net results of the:c cidoslic on mershullizg suads are Alfficalt

to zgtest. Holnble Gncoge wee Infifctsd o rudls, baz truffis on

S
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Sroften down By typer of clrer IV tho smar fisures prestnt the

rollewing wooord:

iype Dlcwe Abto- Jon< on Liciing im
“ A0 putehad gilngs Torsst setlen

pMrsenititede vioasd bouhinge BLTS 75 §11 1,758,625 g

Putuflnicr 220 2] 6 5,00 -

13 ue=-2diltudo vioaad bowblng 20 239 eali] 260.C0 5

Seeould Lroa oover Pall e 33 - -

Ziarp cared-r ezooxl Ok 123 127

Dive boting 38 ] 48 J3. 10 2

Fioty recinaiisrnce P38 &t <

Phisto recsgasirr.mce ercocy w33 ? ?

Photo rozenacdrianse (nlghs) P-3g 1

Avewuld oren cover P-i7 e I

Lroop currdixr egooxt Po47 <38 =

Dic2 Disbing P47 281 &7 307.16 ?

Dive posbing (nicht) P.i? a7 &7 45,80

Diww. Bonmblin: esosrs P47 30 32

Loty currier eccortd P51 97 82

Tioxl reginrniceznes P=£1 &8 g7 2
. Eiaoty regemmsleromen P p2a 18

enlher recomidcsance P.0l 1% 14

Sréllloyy 23-decn P01 2 o

Gitder fug C-47/53 104 103 2

Trosp corrier Cu47fE3 821 £25 A

“rosn esrrlerx Jie S 104 104 104

Totale 4,371 4,082 1,826,765 142

Zha Berdod Z 1o 18 Junz L94E
Oy D-doy Joioxloon forezy weal cokore ol COooba snd Tich Louchos,
Dobwotn bhad tlze end A8 Jun? the orlginal boaechhends wewe In sencwal
ianraved ond eomerlidnted; whilz, In partlevlsr, Anerisan gwound
Yorgst pushkcd ihrouh o tho vest coust of the Cotentis pealnaul in
thy wlelnddyr of Tenseville, "hoa theso ceotlans were eoczpleted o Lodee-
2ent grez on the continent h .4 een soourad, (xd one pord of the

Tinth Al Jorce Inviclon miclen kol Taoo aooo pliqhed,
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battle crea b forclng ths use of lang ronl detours, and agoraveted
tha aolntencree prables foxr oruor wml moator wahicles whkich had i take
o the readr. In oddltlon, ths desirueiion of bridies crested tempo-
xory Uloclis Bokind which trafils piled wp, thue oiforiing adnirable

tarpets Dor fiwber-bonbws,

Fodl Cuabbing ond THrllins oot
T grawpe of mellun Timbors wors seslgined the niszion of cabtinge
ralls on the line £i, Lubin-T i:le-lierlerawdt on 17 Jure, and their
komb patterns were repsried to have follen werows bho trechks. Aslde

from thot ome netlom, fighber-bazberr bod o msnspoly of sich oticcis.

+

“ho rorords of the porloldl 7 to 18 Juns indlects thot ther fles ot
least 15 groun pisslona end 10 2qe feie-strengih wisalone with zail
cutbing oo thelr prloney mesified tugr, In oddltlon leclers of armed
regannsiredhee frequeably lmaludeld roile mnd rolling stock cooms the
tursrts soleched for atbools dm bhe oours. of thelr aren riselome, i
o romiltd ovoa the Inssolots 1icb of cdlndzs for thls period includoec
meellle elodnme of b Leoeod 23 cubs effeshod cnd souze 62 loeootives
enl €72 crxs drstroyed. Che resalds renorded for some individusl
mleslons ore of imterect. A tr-dn wnr eladmed destrsrel detween
Granville cnd Tire on 7 June, snd on the snoe day 10 ammmition eors
cpaced of intervale on the 1in: nowvth of Alercon weore atdaced. Dho%oe
rroghs shovcd that ob leoot 5.0 cxplodcd, cutding the roile for o
dlotixee of Z220 foob., Cne rlieriom on 10 Junc 1eft o T0weor tiudhn In

-

fleces b Lvmvecken wald Gongel otker:. b Tilledieu. 37 such ceblons
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~2NNE, 04

the eneny Lo GAlonsd omlyt wortTicted wee of the Wlatorotls xoll nate
Wl wicd el the Solre oud rorth of the Lsira wlich keé suoh compelou-
. ous ©onfirn no Tirne, Tormor, Iowd, Io lime, Troont e Zalvom, Cherdrex,

Jlreoen, Lolile, ond Tyroax.  Zee aetlonr wiyonl ovier L ek of thle

7
o
=i
o
=y
£
I
(=}
Ld
Fyal

arca tres Tire cad Ty a o Cretoodelont, TUbLe sur
S31le, and Cratcoovdun In the soults wrd fren Floersel in 4k weol to
W Foobe wron drx thr ool

Cach radl entidng, el pugelooonitd the mitocs on 15w ROLME

intensieded w1l (ko zapadl, areduesd T rldp. Twmobleg, T4 cogriaitya
the fnoalt pretlens of wopedr ond, Skrew s oltigle euts on B g

. Unce, raclerod rell oxvonone booosdous 19 ret foagorilde,

Zaczr Crawontury
Ip rddedure 1021 21340 comarlers eomld mercl onbizotie thke
over--11l iodle of the inberdetion propras. oro CrOny, BLUITLT,

. e Az Aadlemotedr wr o be Zhoin by evlience derived Tron the "ep
Tiorg of the 78k Goraon fang” Ao rexdy oo T oplos 1 At: enbyiec Begdn
to reord the METleuwdidon wriodes from our Lngl:-tont abizeis on trens-
nporicilon fomgetz. Matuldon: wnieor the dodc of 1) June indiente that

obothet tlme womy e lnoovlderec,  "RAliy troncrortoilon 1s Doe

rorcidle Trocore R trodar cro ovoerved ond ottuetrd o Mot o=der, O

TIrasp Loveronmlr ard o1 orurply teoS0ie By moll fo the Ity oow wWitkin

the cmyr soebor @l Be esnoddrrol g ecoaglotels oumb off. “ntry wfier

. entar £1i0 Iobo The ploiwre of frn exco.diply viclour edzele, the po-

Ltlopzidn of Wl e s.ris the omoly vuo ol podre bo cxslodn, Iarige to

S
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redluocgye ferend Piko comverslon of the mmflre eussply and treasxortotion
rystes Lo modor troamrport,” Thiz 1o $2 "omocxmbaor etradr omorotox-
. iocd 2igndns aee vhleh Lo oonly Lanil-Tle b3 4l rrnl in vory lintied
grantity.  Such sbroin v Incrpccael br tho "emotont oiloek! of
Arcrlen nly Lovers rb the fropt wno In yeor opocr which "hos 108 to
deloyr el ol ble losces In valdoloe ™ st novels wis the Zovoe
Leal af ger-opndd Lokl exrd PEhey galeouldefhons of the tlme necle? for
any swovenocnt ' Ur the. rendorid kopolecoly inomrof, Tub lagtr oFf roll
lramo-ort coaned Jram e walls o veor cub thelr zoghbnes in noving to
the Tetils zime, vhlle cnee ther wrre oo 2I00l $o wotlon thelr -otilits
. wot wverbrletel "Gre o the liel of fuel apd thr maoelicdilits of the
acemition ool A AL o ezek Lotor Sute Tleld kL) won Fusdstldt
oo to doadore that the eosrditdon o the Hooeile Bos™el Teonh roels and
r2A) 1inmes cxoaald Dedolm—oailowdloxdy tlor In th. Farl, wroo—-pxcvonted

[a)
hin dvco brindnz ws trosss o cowmi.robiocs,”

W, PR, . - S 3 PP, il ~, >
In w3 elfort o ooc.stnats X br_‘..u._:"" ik o WP of £1.) ol jewi~
T - f . A - U . . N Rt E
nliden, duipo zzalnloing cueh omollor wore sbtoolnd B wmlims Lxd
x)

o ter-tnudbor of Lk et e Toroo 0w 7 b0 18 Jusi.  Ingce ool

torpsnty Dol T molliog oy ln the Doofeent-sdoroon wveot ob Dsufrery

Ttocli (30, L0 Jome), In ke Yexct dtl.odinc (A7, 15, 18 Juns), ad in
thr Towet dVlzwuven (L Jume). 221 Shroe ucks wlee mublested s flohtere
. conar obtes (15 Jure). Tedwos sles ctreet dnpr olone t3 % butlle

exeo dm the Too U Gn Grdztory (3 Just), ob Tiloowos (16 Juso), md o

S
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Cob: o Ieewcl (A5 Juuc), :rd others Turiber peioved at In Louge

(17 Jume) cmd Copebez (18 Jam)e Do hcer~hackore attacked duipe ixn
the Chopbaung aves (13, 19 Jun ) ord one ne o Viea (15 Jume). Uitk
$ho targols won 110 loe Acd ln Soncol wrean LY i oot 40 Bo esmocotcd
et I Zihs wo ords of »osvdto woul TUo wery oalightenirs, SJLtlhoogh
dlros crd crpdoclant Tellousd ono of the fhiee il ottachn on the
Torot dlfxdrdne (1% Sume), b Tightor-tenbery reported o txcoordous
exploricn 1p o Guop ~pulls -t of Cherbsuryg (A0 Juae).  Sone foailer
whieogr A~ Purelzhed b ogroaeS obrirwsts !t meportzs, b osines these
roewdl hr owsdetlve «ffcet of $he oitadin in thilc arzd Yoter porlnld:

e eopsiders Llen Lo oetnorcd,

n_ﬂﬁ,zg b !-'z .p_.\;-

A taetiecd alr fureo ic nothing 1f ot werconille., "2ile comion-
& Sheli obtientlien or suel obvlowddy igh pricoritles ar olr-groa
cacmoriiien, thv Intirdictlon progvas., cund oblciis on enemy stores,
tar (drerd't of the Ulmid on oocaclen porfowcsd epeeded pioclonr in
ihle poeled.  Zhoy olpcfed €09 ponor Doure ot Viee (A0 Juzme) .xd dlve-
barted vodonr inctollotleme o4 Cop Srekel gnd Folple du Growdn (10 Juzs)
crd e mior St Slowwr Zgldlo- (A0 duxe). leiluns bouled thrce
wilotlers sdrorafi-lovze®in; ritas (L8 Juus) on O30T, vwhkile fiihter-
tazors, moturnic ;s to tkedwr Tnees In Dnglomd, Gecirored three "fldlx,

Towhe ™ 1o the 2dx oo 15 rew don

“ba 'Ciln*n" i«-ﬂ." m m :-2_ ‘Tﬁ-‘f Ini L
r"ﬁg Exnl*‘:ﬂ ‘:i i:?'j |i o1

e the 1o whaen Jioricon txoors renchel the wesl ca.st of the
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Cotrniln porinanle (13 June) wmiil the Chertourg pondneude was Dully
In thedr unds (1 July), omcrretlons of the Iinth M4 Force .aint: ined
ine esconllol churvactorinotices whilch ther kad dleplered dn the eurlier
seried of thoe U t{le of Tymondr. ZFradnent coeng those uss dir-
Ccrovhh aupcorr thon vELeh war exidtiiod om o notuble selle inm the eourEr
of the movuicnt ¢ uings Chortowrs (27 to 39 Jume) and claocuhser o a
leceer degmec,  JAtoelir on cormmsdentlens toroote related to the irter-
dletlon progric. vers clront eintirusvr. Tuol éuge vere gubjectsd to
fepthor ndbacc, cnd on oscnrlon coriy (Arflelds vere the tarpeic crosen.
<11 of thooo cetd<dtdes were rolalel to Hhe reeond frootvre of tro Tipih
Lir Teroe dnvocion tdleelon fo dofincd in the Taotie:l Cdr Plup—-"to

crarort the lyries of the Tiret U, S, Lroy Crogp in tke developmert of

(3.4

e lod-oismnt on the contdinizpt, o o L

In roepeet to ndre porsd cogprr-4lon 1t should Be obeerved trat
tuy develornants porwed notoble proportises in the perdel 19 43 30
cune 13i4r firet, the orovision of new dustrusentr for the droction
end gandirsl of flghtor-rickorz of the Mnih Mr Toree, ord sccand, the
Siyvdeent of Il pler-bouver umits to pexronent brecs on tle can*irzent

whdch kol Teen eonetructed b, IX _ogircoexr Corraond.

Loyl Agrer fox Jde-grevid Qoepoonilon

Tri. & o 17 June dlvcostlcn of oivegrovid ecosorotion wdeciens kod
recn In the korde of Jocdopmortorr Ulnth Jdr Dorce of Urbaldoe which
Tuneticard ln clocs crgoed. tion ~ith {he Jzxhired Contrsl Centor of
2let srapr Grown.  Such oix otlon v 1iiited enly B tre esnirol proe

a

vided b tho Tendox Jdr Desresoptotivye oo Corrd V5.0, Apoop fron 6 4o

SN
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10 JFeme el b POtk Dlghter Ving fxon 10 Junc forwiwd. On 10 Jume,
hsnerur, wiopy Goacred Crler 1o, L3, Eecdguortore Jinth Adp Tureo,

I GAG v ebrpeld vith cperctlcand) eontral of 11 flshtcor-tethore
crriving on the eonlimemt, I TAC —ne in o wooltion to zeruss this
recon-iBility sluge 1ic fleat mobile eyoraideons cchelon hnd arrived
15 Au Gy oon the 9tk rrd ecboblicheld IX LU0 Herduonriors thore the
folle inn dny in elore prexbi ity $o Hendgverters Tirst U, S8, Mroo (5USL),
Co 18 June tho n-vly esboblished hordausrters team btz cmercicos ouoTa-
tlonnl control throu n Youh Tighter “ing, vhich hed been set wp o
Criquerille 8 €o 11 June. A furthor nnd more glgnificont ctew in thn
wreviclon of econtdnaont:l eontrols vos betton ofb =idnicht 1715 June wher
Doz dowrrters TX WAL, in conjuretion Aith IUSL, apevsed respomsibilityr
Tor derlvetlng ot Uiner cxd for opersting the v Copoort Dot. It
vuo to sulmlt thost rogquents thich 1t conld not uect with fte oum re-
cxarecy ¥ TNosdgrsters Ulatk Ay Torce nt Urbrddze. Drir redlon moont

bhot e for oo Dl hter-trizbere were comesrndd, cifcetive dlrsetler of

by

~inth L Ar Doroe nlr-grovrd cooprratlen vt mleced in thoa inds of IX 200,
It wor to reznin toere wabll ogerrilorsl functions were relistricuteld
tIter Uerdoartern Jipth Adr Teveo 1t 21f pocnue operational on tke
conllnent. €bolic of their coxmon interost ond Joint gerticiyation

in cwrrent lv-srowd oper tions wor the grc-snce lan IX Toetlcesl M
Coircxdls geoxrbleons font of (-0 My nnd 0-0 Ay of TUBL cnd the lnticcte

- ey . " o
oenel $icn or IX Tretlerl Ay Gorcondls A-2 and TUCSA'z 0-2 secti-mr.‘*c
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Qo f Urdse on Continentsd Jroes
The woverint of figstor=-bocbor wolis to perconent bogec on the

cantic nt derozded on the obllity of IX Dnpdnesy Cowenxd do consixuet
ey alrfields or %95 rocstore oneny fl2ddr to oporciionnd wee. In turn,
X Toplneey Conmnndts ebility fo prowide sveh Tocer descrled uzon the
obliity of the grownd forcos be ecpture the interded siter. In penersl
the ecartrrgticn schedwlce dravn oo prier to Dodoyr woe nmot fulfilled
due to the olrple frot thet fov of the olrficld clter werc in our
rarecralon ot the thve orl-indly e-flolicd. Lhby wchloveosot of the
cr/dneces in tbe zonbh of Juwme vas nevortheloss notable, ar le indi-
cabed by the followin:~ t:.’o}.a.n

TOTISION OF 20, 3XINTI

L) ¥ dent
—— -

LIEFITEDS, JULS 1944

sifa,  Igeoidon June June June June
I3 1 Pouwppeville 6 - 6 - -
L=l St. Zdeorre On lnt g 20 2 20 befatad
a Gricuoville 10 16 - 3 354
3 ferlonville 10 et e 138 358
4 Douer Jrmoavs 12 26 z0 -] 2
& Chinpelle 16 - - - -
[¢] Toumeville 8 1l 17 23 371
s Lrevllle 16 b - 22 365
B Fieauville jae - - - -
3] Le iy 21 = - - -
10 Curentnn 15 0 & 25 &
14 Crebonille el 27 - - -
15 Lamperbus =7 - - - -

~

0 inisl-1 o dncer Sotaoiooaty vers spsedily follawsd by others
and reinforecd by Diath Alr Fores Susrboraistor trod’:s coapanies, and
wlthoasds the work wao poua Dab heavlier thon camestzd, the r.ie of con-

atraciion of advinced lenddng grsurds was gpecicr thoum izt vhiewn hed
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Boon wablalzatil,  Ca oceazlon, an ob Foupgsmdllle, S5, Iowend, uxl
forcai-m, cacey growad sopasidlon s emeswmdorsi,  Alr ~5hoar ome
likavilon cuncrlizmood, Althoadh A% bronsher proveooted earwlsiss foo
3.2k win Gast cxdsin: frow tho
PI1%r rnd oxeorzivddy Grg 2a4l. Thls diiodel tke consiruellon wors
Lowae later o e e zZnint.n neo prablsa~ $o the alx
wdy lu mpdts of bhe usr of olzuw or IMosolaon vmdss sgulr: Sbeslei-h
In opite off ol) obestuelat IX Inplncve Cooanl begn esnslvnstion
in Juro of 18 clrdficlds wklch vore $0 Be used oo poracneat bizars iy
sigator-tomiare. Dvoa prdor Uo ths couplitlion of fuld egirniional
welliilor on them, Lany 1734 uors weod for eiadh lwedinse, Tipely
tad oviseablon, oddntotrolive $raffic, nd =3-6 natzbly, sow raml o
cond by Siaboralizior walts oscraling £20 Taslish Pnees. O the
cal of $be cnlh nlne alrfiZ)dc vors reportcd somrotlinnl Lo BLGY 2,
&7 el on 38 Jume ole wndto Toool om Drltodn dosnm thodr aporodlond
.2, 2nd on 19 Jwie the firct eportlonad Wos o Lo of n Jle0ield

».

Orrionvlllie) by L1 htur-YoohTs por.noutly Lassi thers. A A B AL
ol he mandth, o9 chomy By tho ohowe €.31e, mo looc thow sowen P Lter-
bo.bor prowan wore oncvablog Deosono ol bully Siellelds on She esntln ad,

ikt oIilcicneyr of tho fishbt.r-tombory wns ore Tl oihinsel By Lhelr

ehllity to wez eondlaaind fiolas foo roulesess ~zd, ooo S oportliondl.rly,

7 - .
Based, © Turtkor oee LN Qasiloedl My fomomd Bl o ogon-

cionily lazeo ssbag wasBor of odveradt Inooalodr cendlodbla Do its

oy

B L alrepormd caoyow.blang ™

SRR,
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LAz wkwer od ruea osthon ln the operlbizcc cudast Courbouwrg 1o
T ga siondficance P04 M6 oy bu wesorded Tlest ploer la Lhs

e slaral nirrctive of thls ourlad wnd must Yo prescutod im DLl

detall, Gho norrative of othor aetlor: of 430 mo type im the Lult. s
22t o June el oo postponed S Loter wnd Lo vaasrs trosboost,

Ghe Cooghanges Cracden, 22 ke 20 Jow A0
Loe Tl for the Indltlal Gpoendion
Tac plen fox siregrouwnd cocpereblon ln ‘he projoetad witud:
talgh Told fhortouwes ot M0 £lnad obJcabivo om0 tolte Somu Ln o a
sraling comborones ot VII Cargs De docordors on 01 Jume 1034, Camorsls
Sreretan (Shath Lir Tover), tmecods (L4 D03), oed 051line (VIT Carpr)

VRO paareat.

Lj
€5
o
Pa
)
ﬂl
ki
.-
;:d
<r
i
o
fxad
i
e ]
&
i
-
I3
a
o
k
]
-3
g_’)
S—';'
o
4

abon poorblcly dln, wais

£3 To loumehel en S0 Jume and kad 4hc BRIk geonmd rielao™Ang the ely

LA

ead b pord oe 433 Lo zddo obdestive.  Gomeond foliing indieontel
thet be could =nmi It ac 1ato as 130 to 170D if corly woother cone
witdors vers not progisions Uor the Olr ascoadd. It s Ladd thot dho
ey vas dosrsnioed md It vss bolleved tEst o heoar olr abioe
meazdio ol procoeling the gromad whtad: soald srowily fellitoie tha

advane ol Zhe VEL Coepr By roluolng the styanots of enzcur Tubierlen

2 ootrens palnt- olsag the lines of Ldvenco.  Cenereds Zrerebsa onl

CF

:

Laetads wors voody to emlor 211 ovllable Tintt AMr Toree hostore sml

- -

floaler-toiher  ia the deliwowr of ths tly odtaz.

REEE AP B ™)
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ot

Zirexatmens deoonlel dhat the =ir plonm btz eusghed thronch iig

1ctkrr £ieren.  Tuethor gsndorosess with Cooorcds Dendler, Scocls, and

Toedoaberys, Alr (Drehol  Candin hoa, nnd JAr Tiee Daeelll Groosc
Telle.cd in «wlft <uzoeislen o the contlment =4 Ia Trliaie., In tho
Tiral etogsco no STEL yoorepiat fives wern pres-ul. CE0 ezasletsd vlom,
oz to tho conblneoad o the wnrly womalan hoves of 82 fwon, codled
for . vory ooy corrdin el eticals on thed sune day,

The gros lnelwdeld within ke esondim . boo QLI070021, 0107103,
0103163, 0-21134, C.009I02, 0-NI8Z17, N-00321%, 'xd O0-1484333 o
aoamed ond for tho goacyad odr wbbie’s, (lth corluin Lo libies nlthin
14 aoolmel peloritlzo.  Sko covdh oel coadhne it byandsries of ths
oA arde oo B To aowiod brovihles 5.0 A3id doam by owxtllilerg.
modors T owdnus 82, W S cxPllluny wan %2 cales: In covml-z buitery
fLlre woon cacny 9 cocdtions. 2aduomn I z=inmos 20 cnd K oiaue 71,
for cyuodrons of ecodreb-fipln {oohaons Jvon L1 Lozile )l L3y Turos
wore o otraefo ho rorthorn LI of Uie obtoe: taen, sivlng worllodsr
cbtoatioa Lo T paridliors, %lx zgacfions ol D Laelle d Adr Toree
Tasbiugs worn B9 Dollow ond growmlestral. the wttoels crin frsa O ntaus
0 Py Yoinas 8l To bosho uzro €2 Yo Oponoed W S Aootlel v Torae
wmlbo,

Tingh Alr Jowvsc Sigalovetslabors vowe b e dnts cellon b W
minee 00, Trom thad our wasil H zinve O sinuces, 3 crowrs wars B3
chta’s froa woit bo coct 2% Zlvo-dnaly lolopwvuls. P-32'. ond Tell's
i o curey U DD%-nsind nnt PATle thoeey I07%-pawad O Ysdbe. sy

ora s bowt emd atralt Ao dpolllloBiens, troons, ond tronaosrd
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*

13 otbee’ oron ond Slvs coenlnd oitoatlon o six pinesslatod
L EY i

o

in
loe ALl

w8 BEetizur, £izcd a% 1102, the gevemd forscs vere {o Bosin theln
Loroald oo Tl de Joren mellan bortors tesm dolivowing nozowles

-

o% ctine’s dorigr 1 o Jomw Lnocorlld tarross msving morthvexd in mnticie
rablon of (ke grocnd forcat. A1 1L geoupa of IS Dombor Onomord were
o prrilolnato end to bood 11 dlfferint pin-pointed lecclliles., Duwe-
oF thopo colpeddel ~dth Jocsdities sinyl-3 cub for opeol l siiontlon
9 figator-tantore. I gronn vere Lo cawer 00 m A00-pou=d Lrogs,
gowan vIes fo o Lewaold wiih ot 02%-powmd ol bwo with six 000
pounld OF Loukr, Dloo doargets vore, docerddng €3 thc Tinol erdcr, i
ba toved vlrasdly, the T:olomee on 007, Thco obtos'ts woes $o Lo deldwiral
ot lubtorvols zemelns feom $us cad one-kedd o 10 ~lnatoo.
o,

vt 90 Lo vhole, the olon fovelved the flrot Lurpc-zesle ond

clooly crenddrntel “dr-grownd atice: sluee Dedo,

Shaikciz, The tdr slellzos peseccded wo pluaned.  The stiack b 03
el d Mdr DToveo glrordt covenad the poried Dotozon 1TI0 ond 1909
boups.  Zetucea 1702 wnd 1ED5 cemz L57 Dinth oL Soree I ber-roukors
were ovie the torsob orst,.  Dhey gtrafel gpownd tureois wnd, €.alaie-
tezimlawon, dropped oo ls%l of I92.C

rofured cagouier,  Tuatyessar fLonberetsoficr- wnpe laed i s4bestce
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thatel carel 3 thes dom to 209 Doow. A Qoteville ths morsk-lllcs
rerd cnl sdjrecat trostts tors Fowwlls hles oo oindc DD-Dosl oxlter,

crtiz kol Yo wooclon O30 wrdn of oath for £1l1in:, craoletelr deoo-
i

tyoy2d 000 oot of 41 dine. T Dreciod roculis of othor ottodl: aro
lagor-ible to noeerr, S0 Mrcoeb hifz vweo mde on g oor Lootleze
SR eesdSlenatn, ooven of vhlch wero gloelocd o Boawe Tron noudy linsl,
Sodwd sy woe Bl rad emleled, In o adddtien o v Wo sbatien, ¢t
A0z fwern, end 22 dlldngs vire elleed destrorad. TU ghould e
tornz 1u Zind, on the ounl band, 1t Gomeral €9lling thoron k1l unlerw
stoald th-t no grost satorld dioocs ¢owdd be coosetid, nmd on ik
otiacr thut tho dessrdizing 20fost wron ooy, olrendy &l-ipgonized
in gaze degmen, WL very oronb.  Prioomer of e oftiborounte, cowon o vhen
oria vlta regoevation, Indloats fhot LouelerTol fi ator-bashor nbtants
prsimeed & porpeholo~dienl offest fox sreclor thin $he nabuel de-teeatloxn
or e.vanldlos ouaned, rxd onn vhdeh om oecusion ode LY Loorcivle fon
orficers 99 hold thelr formions txzethor,  Soch porehiloslesl rhos™s
nac~er, rxd egm only advernbose ot o trocps A thor Ltbagn rooe
Glnboly oftsr the fi-htor-harfires kowe dedlvored thels assonlb,  Soas
contu-ion vor codned in woriting $he $ergot cron vtk gas'nn ehells vhieh

gro G1iTiendt Lo Jlotizsddy frea ofhey Tuprbyr, frlondir or coe. 7.

L]

wneky cffletensy s Tartlher rodvsed Ly tho Gt oomd w00

X worsausnd

T W Tivat oir citnelze, Uorer dnstonens oerurwcd ol mbdogse b
Coh)l nonborg of frdeadly rdrendd woom o o fracss, itk 1iskle

Gozor pegaried,

Sy
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wrmhak.  atlogine By ot toskere vpsn 11l defonded Lozalitdos wire
GO ivorrl Betuoin TI0) wxd RLDD, Spovrordaiiely I00 9l omie wore Glne
wobdaed, 12 corrylap wirlow. OF th-z- gox. 870 ot .oed, Grapoin~ o
totzl of over U290 tono of Toab-. Jawdlobhle rridence cumrests thoat
o watoricd Qwings 9 the Jdasimated tarpcets wes gall. Tour

-
L 2

=

lognlitien were well hlt; omd in thoss eases whoso wreslase of
23kl br Grxbcrndned. gun wonltlong, luxreeto, $inl trrps, and the
Godonse yuveno woroe fownd to have suffered. In cne instoreo (O-111512)
lover grewnd drvenblmbics dluclescd thud hoowy does was domo bo gone,
to the fire econirol ecntey, ond 0 porropnel,. Theoon v po eviderso
i downre B0 tle turgets in the roocdining oo gravw obtacn,  In
sour lastimecs rooolis wire nogotive or vedebesoircd, In tiwe cores
the towle ©0l) of 7 th. texgobe tub dwnged reods, Twlldngs, red g
Coly o oe2.:1) porddon of the wren w2570l oub for rdr citucl wae
cagupdold B Selexdly trosps uwp B0 0077 on 22 Juaw.  Foucwer, thls
inclvicd wewwble bigh promnd in 4he vioindiyr of Chevrer,  Tolc e
tnoawee be abdeh tolh mollinr wnd £l hder-tollere kod deveted gorclold
citontlon on the 284, omd 31 wew B9 farvo 2o ile Tose for funilar pons-
teovlon of cmcldt porlilere coalk of Thortowry on tke folleuin: dor
Tob mmill T3 Jume w0 ke wlvanitoe’r wven Lorocly ovormom.
Voverikhoelenn, Aviclon coouixlerr cad ik coror gheionld T oor-
corm o epderiCA Thoecoelvon oo Wkl notloflod oRE Wlrecromeld coscor-
them om 22 June. Fesdguortors Tlath Ll Tores Tole thut {he gmerodlen

el JLotidled, aliliov h lrelincd o Lillewo ket Ll Ll wwon

P
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celeetod plr-point duzoobe by wolbis Tovbore oi- Sab w3l B procel
the colr obrlios BF Tl nbcr-Torkory wioce oltoes loocoird ely in frond
of Lelerdly trosms would oo 1ot thelr Thonlr cnd malniirmumtod
rdvoneo.

ihoue oporction: of 22 Juno kod rot beon vlihout esst to the
Mnth L Toren, oo Lo haz by she follovips tuble:

- Dretwoood fof, T (te - TR O FEefIf fot !!-5'_!_

r-,.,. o

Deniver 1 1 3 0 o'
Ti ahor 28 — -2 -3 2
T 20 5 3 8 17n

Crexzdlone, 53 bo £0 Juuw

Tairs the T.lires of the aetion vhlch 1ol 4 4% rrometlen of
Chcrpourg omd the ooctmutlon of ik ponincule, the sindh Sir Toree
eontiprcd itc cir cbrllen in eospersilon with the growsd forcer. On
3 Junr o proung of fifbter-borbery  Bhooted etrons poinls in the
voettle ayc. wlth rooulte remardod wn vold oné xeellont. iLe
folloiry day fov o loypcr-meoale effors.  Towe CTotps of nedims were
oeolimeot fowr {orote emnciotin, of gun toticrlie znd zbrap: palnte in
the Lroodinde vieiridy of She poxt. Jasny tkc. vae Tort éu Toule,
Pacy crbocled wlih 2,00%nsund 0 boobr, nd in &1l essen the Dullc of
thelr leads £ell sdthin {ho torget crene in o fochlon whilch tnarorntcd
Geetrvetion or dringe to curcintes or (unm posiilons in
thret lnctrnees,  Ground foreo officcrs eited tiroc [dtacts as
portlonleriy focd onplee of cly-gromrd eooperotion roowliing in quich:

wovcaind b ke Indinbry vhih ccnzirotively 1I44l. troudle. Cp the
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oo oy flgatir-toidors deolivired owitochs apnlnst coven atker strong
rolnie, 211 wore ocugcocciud, thot B o souedriny on Lo liore oS
Goxurde (0-1£7198) offoriny o rrwariohle cxsgple of wlr-gzround coopsro-
tlen eiron 10 &drcet hite on thy cmeirelod poritlon woslited the ic-

20b s

Ty A ceovpyics tholry objocotive. Snother otecl on & strongz point

r]

[

coit of Chertsurg wac loter Touxd 40 hove beon exsecdingly vwell hit.
It Lud conbaincd soven guns of woriour froen oné calibrer. 4 P0-
£313icser $101d gan Bed boon deotrsired cpd o f0-ndlliucter L1 guns
o Teon Qoxged, nlthowh o his 70 feob fyoea mu E0-xmilliucter gun
s o - o

preduccd no Sowars.

Cn £5 Junc three cgedrens of fi bter~bachers sltude? sicdlor
torpole woot ord covdbiced of tho ity in o moaavzr whieh ton the
cpprovel of prowat force officcres., SAooin on 27 June buwo souadiong of

Dighter-bonbere atteeliod tatseries to the wool of Chorbtouwrs arndl in tre
&

Cop do la Inpoe riglon. Thelr clolar of tuwo Tatierles destrorvd cud

-~
o 0

o drrosed wire lotoy worificd. Cn 289 Jume three i hter-Yocder
cguadrons gove thelr attontlon to batiorice noor Con @e la Fopwe, llle
cnother boubed Fort Comtrsl on the Cherliuwrg breairntcr. Thic fort
bof held out osulnot Leoovy artillexy fire, bub lmocdiately aftcr the
clr oticer 1t rox up tho vhite {10 The bimbs had done 13142«
phyeiesd docooe $o tke ford's noccive grenite construellon, but
prlrorers vere weonivons ln thelr sbidenint thot dlve braklug rother

then the {fize of 105's orused thely eurrender. Co this sase dogp (27

June) threg provps of mofinzs bonborded he-wlly defenied poriticns in

o
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tbko Cm do 1o Eomve rordon. To MERo orr poslrterel on thore mt Lo
“ 2el e lnveing ond Toudlevillo, LU Jadorsille cxnd Loxe tha hoowr
e Tare thasolves wdeonsed, bub trelr eporiiion won lerpoly new-
roalleod by ddreet hits on caoloecornbe, troversines rirgs, ol trocs
lecdle; to the ooositleon storage wrrs. Zmelociond wire euueel by
tho Lorbs felllns en Iay
Qepraloed rorietones viihin Chertsurg 16018 gene o8 on 27 Jurns,

arc b roatnenl var folly In our pocrasclon B3 1 oSuly,  Jdresrsved

€

caororaticn by the Flnth 2dx Toree. vhether on o lorie cenlr, oo on
|
28 Junn, oF on & ool cocle, ac dm the abbted:s of 33 to 09 Jurnc, hed

-
ceodated dn producing thic reculd,”™™

Oiker Alr-tzeuns Sooprrotion aetisitien

WVith ke cmeestlon of the aetlons nocinst Crerbourg (22 £ 29
June) cir-prowrd ssisperction cppeorel on o lirited seele betwoon 19
sad I3 Juee., (o tke 20%h, hovoveor, throo Diphtor-To bor wmieesions vere
TLowm apndnet creny gin pocitions in the vielnity of Srrflevr, Choxrtours,
end Le Fernelle, In only ome ooco wro romadde eoricin,  Eaore ground
obpcrrers fownd ikot while the fmn wicltlons ab Terannville vers not
ni%, tho copercie Tulldingr Houcir: nersennel k¢ beon dmtmrﬁ.c‘..zs
Gun nociticons In tke 3t. Is arvez wore clmo afiaced by fighter-bocbere
on the 22%h, 27k, cnd Z0ik, vhile oa the 833 cl.llor doroctes on
Alderecy and ot Gronville wore ve-hozbed, (n 25 Jwwe o foolt ond
notor nar't seulh of Cerxentan 0 - ohiweil., Sueh igelons are, hovever,

to be xubcd rr dpeldontzl, A% the exd of tho wantk, us grovnld forces

o
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Tesra to move coudl wondnet 2-Atcd obJestdvis, there wod o rothe

. Crooker cone atreileon of offerb. In tRic conncoctien io xoguast
moucloes wore Mregted condnet encwy pocitions la tke TIlleddicw, Ia
Hope gu Pulto, rd Tegoor wrcse on 290 July, followsd b coother on tk2

20tk.  ¥1ioir rorwricd hlic or the neabralizctlon of the tavgels in

23l cacot. In Lio eace of ono cttnet of tho N9k, which kad to [on

*

poclilonn aotdimed o0 towrgets, the Jreard fovccs regparted thet the
dive-tanbing oblonds kd Dopt dhe oo 'c obsormdion Tacte fxmua opor-
abing, ..o Iinth v Dovee plonce cporerched, tho onesy &veled inso
fox holes end roadned thore thile dher were ko tbe iginttr, while
. neryr ganddire eooacd alior tho alve Laobing,  Such reeuldto ol odr
aotien cmabled our troops to tolm po-itlens couth of 0t. Truvew Lr
Tlec_te vitkent o fuch dnterfervreec,  Thlr fo-dlacne b crownd v
or peeaiiur weluw clnee oo ltcecd or lors om k. billbor fursots ive
o 4
. the omly wotorind cvilcrpec raciloble o supplen.nd the flzac? el in-”
SRl on Righroy trorgets on 30 Jumc vere moloted ta the sromd
forcer! thrust poninet Canz. lediw s obbocind rod fuxetions ot T
Eerermt mmd Conde swe Todeecm Atk Vo roups cook, Bat wlth indefinicz
rervlée.  Dive Terlorr olidood o0 roralic en ro i~ b Sumiy; o Cfzn
ol Jurcusc, Dlte wore cecrcl by the Lidlis: ohleh stiielel the

couslud Tobtery ot Tewpnts (20 June) wnd o reruted hecdowrtor b

doyon (27 June), ot rape roomlicd fron o Tijhtoretesber atiee’ on

. ootk T hocdewrrsirs (22 Juns).

AN
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throai linee wis In ma-t Inctonces Inteerupt:d Jor only o shord spoee
of tizo, Tor e.nm 1t e eloimed thet lnfuwer dwne to rolliny stic): re-
cilecl B rolloy of Iseomoilves ond cory baleyw fhe exsor'e exsonti ]

- o L5
Toralrrzonbo.

Attecks on Bridzes.
In tho divlogzent of interdictisa in this worlod, thaee Seine
wrldoer In olsee proxdxdty to Porle, tossther with siz bridgos or e

%

Lamzionte in ke Frels-Crlo-ns qop, were subjeetzd to o total of 12

abae’y B LN Bocber Cozzomd, Ondy at Chartecr (15 Juns), thera
trafile wen Wlaeled, won oy concsiderable cugeess achloved b tha
Sroug abtaczz, Vithin the Inbterdiclion sine thoe mediwic bowtel pix
slxdlwr torgite in the esurrs of nine attade. 2t Leszay, sttadizsd bv
e grovs on the 70 omd T 4o on the Sth, the subswiwmont wne &onged,
A Tirct abtoc on Pontuubault (8 Juzms) only deanged thy embaniz.ent,
tut on tho 11tk o soonm wae hwow kb slum.l? The gonter spzn of the
Coatonncss 20t Tell wnd-wr The wtbaclc of 30 Juee, ond two spomc of
o oolzilor ctoweture 2% Towl were dexslickel on the 158h.  Tho mast
elrndflo ot of the £ htor-hoxbor nttoels on bridses aszoclated wlth
the intardiletion nrogran were those direstsd condnst the felns Bridgs
ohb Glers) whieh woz resorted dessroyed By adtrdic on 7 oud 8 June,
They Gollvircd cony it on ninoy Brid oz in the eodper of thelir
—iooienn wnd edlodisd th Eegtivstion of nt lenst 10,

Lo dr etdze’s on Bridoer Losotd e oavimm of delay on the uivew

zead of Girvum Toresr zel gupmlies, insrencel the fuel shortnza in the

Lo

"THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

e

. 110

ek 1ling Thpde
IE Domer Corond dovobed wich ol tte -tteatlen to the interiie-
tlan srosros ar 844 IJiphter-tazkors urder the conilrol of I Zeetic 1
Ay Cooiord ond IX ZiAkcr Somrond,  lnpekRndlirs rordo von frogucnt
teroetr. On fovy AAfforont cogn, the geddwro boibeod ¢ otot:l of oidx
rosarcte dowpetc. AL Dogebrows: (04 Juno), ncicom (12, o0 Jvre),

and Touweper (07 June) tkere ves zo evidozco of Lo eoncldorsble oo ~n

(3
Ay

dero,  Zomd soncombrcdlone o1l dn tYe svxds sl caeontlorcs (00 Sune)

cnd Zmaveds (24 June), tub ia csgh ouieo domios v, : dore also Yo

Tuarirers rnd yosidentind crsar.  Troe Bahins of thr poed ol 0%, rentir
(02 Juxe) Bit 213 wort owd oot tyodior.
“lalex-bonlrrs waann i 2ed 9, or dhorrolves ooleoabtol, 0

LT rent snreidln; roxrd Sorvsebs hedveon 19 Lnd 3

L&)
E:
[
3
L ]
3
b
m
A
&1

o,

reeced over o wide axca fren Grooville o Ioon, ol froc Crleonn o
=vroay el Gts Suentin, tnd th attae’s om ks vorled grently oic
rirength wed rooedie, Coielixldng wonudis ool Lo rone inctonces,
T Mt ot Chrmdidly (20 Jung) prodvesd o lorpe esplorlen oxd Jlooze,
Tiren Mlmvize follewcd thoe wited:r . L Cmawllle (20 Juus), I Lowpe
2L dusc), rat Caxiver (20, 20 Jume)., Tour ircins of cirbt curr eoch

wira olodr o destraped ~t Cloor- (28 Junc), corr mieleded cnd vops

L'l-

1of: tornine ot Coreo (97 Juno), ard o totol of 00 e mr vern elnirmed
cortrarod in the forr poxds of Clar ont, Ioor, Cn =dione, ond 5%,
Taondin (21 Juse). Tllote ronorded Moewy drne e b Twpoux (07 Jure)

vhich v conlened b lotor syound leverdd cilon,  Towover, the srovnd

;- I—
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observers also discoverad that the Germans had a large repalr crew
avallnole, and by using albternative agldings and switches, restored

through truffic in a day's tize. 20

Rail Cuiting and Folling Stock

The cubbting of rail lines and the destruebion ol rolling siock
wora continued in this veried. On a single occaslon {30 June) one zrown
of mediumg wae agsismed $0 eut rails between Dol gnd Renmes and another,
thoge between §t, Hilnire and Titre, The results of thelr abtachks,
zade on short rung oub of clouds, wers ilndefinite, Inovitably the bulk
of these tashs was ossumed by the fighter-bemvers vhich altacksd ralls
end rollias stock with an almost mopobonows regllarlty 1n the course
of ares sweeps 0r on misslons whore such targets were speciflcally
aseisned, FHeports of thess mapy misslons often fail to detmil thelr
claims, but those which are speeified afford u pleture of the aporoximate
regulits of these onerntions. IZighty-nine rall cuts were claimed. In
addition, exeluding 211 indefinite ranorts ond all elazims of rollias
stociz orovably destroyed or merely damaged, fighier-boumber pllots re-
norted a ninimun of over B) locomotives and more than 900 cars destroved.
Incident to these szne operations against rallway targots pllets sub-
nitbed elains of nore than 250 MY and some 15 tankts destroyed.

Where unusunl targets were found, the resulis of individunl milssions
were etriking, A direct hit on an stmunidion traln (21 June) dlew up
four others of atout 20 cars emch on the line Paris-fhartnes-Hozent., A
train lozded with tanks was strafed and daunged (23 June): an atiac™:

dirzcted agninst tanks on trains near llonjes
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Gopslomaws (20 Fui) celdev:@ notaoly ouee oo, Lizooativ.o~, our:,
cod ol e Bl Yy Aleeet oblae: wnl the fislag of the toxs enr:
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o ciilonary Llno of fraihi cwe v fewed noe In Jorlo St oatin

2 Fuas) L7003t Jlpe o norenuli of sixading,  Snoe car: baect
inbo f1nzz % v 102 kod botn sbnlfod Rotrenm Tur rnd Titr (70 Juae),
Walle snother mlesion (07 June), 1vhies elrd=ol L7 dcbrasilen of
Dour logesatlvor T oo cit the paundhsucs L Ohe .
1oumr Loeodtlvol sxd VL oLy, Lowt the roumdbizucc (b Ohotonusiron

oy

sorved thy dcolivetlon of Toth, Cryanl okoozvors, kooeror, luter

vound et dn one gucs (ReDAT0) the bouko mloocloth topest, dle din
-~
e olhur (T-2008) the obJeeiive wnt 8¢ oldchil™ L Bit om %3 of

Sk tuantl nour At rotboen calroree euuoed ooesveeln, Wallo elues

hibs woor tlhe Damred wrodvecl or 2 In tho cozsors Lrehen shie ro-

-
ealiod dn Lol end Lo gooord vonalng of the sbieuolusa, “2
rive R PG
T we Jnm . ' %ey - 1% S - -
ey bldgee owse € Soloo o In the pesdim 3l the Porlrefrlonsn:

S=p efwordsd torosls Dow Talth roddiust omd Sighborebimbers dn dke
Siesnd Anly of Jun.. Tasco vhle kol net Bocz Bedlion 2axlicr reguired
cedion.  Shor~ thlel 'l Beon erfostivoly hit ewlicr vere tolog
aciln Orxvin waglnesrr wh do mlel fupthor abloasion,
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Antledreralt Cofiarcs of merrhalling murds wmd bridges, notably of
thore over this Iolne, hod boeon lnerons:d ihrouhout tho conth nd
secouat Lor tht huiwlor loctor comd Lattle dor e exoricnecd in
cbtaelzs on cash ‘5.».;1‘;:0*39.%3

Too over-31l T2oolds of intordletlon verc in lime uwith those

ecrlier noted, bud clneo tho profres wns 3 b1 eontlinmed inl-nmsively
thyes aoud Julyr, thelr full esasiderction 1 Go3fcrr:d wntll the onl

38 %% wonbh,

oo Berenlic -
15 Doxbor Qricwanld obwus’s ab roven GlfTcrest fwl Guwgs in the
poerlod 19 $5 I9 Juna.  Jn abtze’t By throo wousy on covanddlon stoares

cmonehes (20 June) rermlied in Lorgo-seclo csmlaslens,

(]
32
r

in W Torob &
subcoyarably esnflracd, fac Jored dllmdodins wis Tonled on the 27

ond 2oth B v

(4]
-E;

1 thren growar recsostlvelr. Turolz ol o

Zollauad one wiind: (05 Jure), but the mnjorlty of the bocb

i3
£
J
=t
€3
o

on tha 221 o1l In the foroeb cron. The iy in the Torst do Conchics
won 13erlss atiac:ecd thres tiazs (22, 2%, 20 Jmo) rxd thod z:._i;
Jagmolen da 1'0zne bilee (22, 20 June), sinsle growns abboching in
cach €340,  Frun, the Tevot A'lzouris, wnd Condc cur Vieo woro the
objostiven of ome zmicoion coch em 25, 53, and 0D Junc recaeatlrely.
Soanonably civestive Toxbing of fhe barget sres vne roported in a2t
of $he-o esoon.  Siffdor-bomors otboclied oinll r turcelz en i
oeec-lmms. Do ow sulls wre obesrvel ln tho oibne’: on 3%, Sewer {13

Jung), enl wo wplsclons follov:l tihr dlrcet jdi- cowred on Chobrl-

(25 Juzme).
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or Sor> chcoy cdrficids.  The obbact on 35, Jandre Ge L'lweo (27 Juns)
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»

nrcan sulfored doions, while o Botnl of fouwr alrmns vere docbroyod
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T,

raniy ob Oroll cnl an caplocilon preduscl (£ Bmmz), vidle consintoctel

hitg on the hon=r: 0% Foromme wore fellowcd By o lrx_ e cxplasion,

.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Chepter IV
OPERATIONS IN JULY 1944

Alr-Groumd Gogperation

Belationship fo Ground Opexailons

Throughout the month of July the Ninth Alr Force continued its
active cooperation vith the ground forses, TFighter-bombers still main-
talned thelr patrol over the assault areas and furmished escort to IX
Bomber Corrmand, but alr-ground cooperation was one of their two major
activities., 1X Tactiecal Air Command, with its headquarters and many
of 1ts groups on theé continent, devoted the bulk of the aireraft under
its operatlonal conbtrol to mlasions closely coordinated with the
ground effort of FUSA, Only on infrequent occasions did it share in
the interdiction program., On the other hand, the headquarbers of IX
Fighter Coimmand contiaued at Uxbridge, and the alreraft under its control
coordinated thelr efforis with that of the Allied ground forces only
in exceptional cages. Interdiction engrogsed the attention of IX
Fighter Command and called for the employment of mearly all of its
avallable strength. The same was true of IX ZBonber Conmand. Neverthe-
legs, e complebe plctare of alr«ground cooperablon on the part of the
Ninth Ay Force demands a consideration of the work of all three of
the commands above mentloned.

Tho narrative of such operatlons can well be divided into three

parts, The first embraces the perlod 1 to 24 July vhen the ground

S
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foreces were regrouping, reorganizing, and gecking positions from Caon
to the west of the Cotentin which would fevor thelr major assauli.

The second involves the dramatic contributlon of air power to the
breat-through west of St. Io on 25 July. The third mst concern it
self with air's share 1n the full exploltation of that inittial vietory

during the rush south to Avranches and beyond.

Zhe Perlod L io 24 July
IX Tactical Air Command

In the period 1 to 24 July, ag throughout the month, IX TAC made
ity most substantial contribution by way of alr strikes coordinated
with ground effort. Characteristic of its many air-ground cooperation
targetes in these days were enemy strong points, troop concentrations,
headquarters, and command and observatlon posts. Three strong points
east of Ia Haye du Pults were attacked on 2 July with good results,
a violent explosion resulting in one. ZExploslons llkewlse occurred
vhen three positions occupled by dug-in tanks, M&'s, or artillery in
the St. Lo-Periers area were subjected to as many fighter-bomber
attaciks on 23 July, On 6, 8, and 23 July targets furnished by troop
concenbtrations were well hit southwest of Carentan, near Beny Boeage,
and close to Ferlers. 4n altack on a reputed hendquarters at St,
Germain sur Ay demolished a bullding on 2 July. A church tower, used
as an observation post southwest of Carentan, was destroyed by the
second of two attacks the Lfollowlung day, while bulldings houslag
command posis in the Perlers area were smaghed by dive bombings on

the 5th ond 8th.
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Although related to the inberdiction program, attacks by IX TAC

on bridges in the Vire walley, south of enemy positions at St, To,

are properly claassifiod as air-ground cooperation missions. Eight

such attacks were deliversed in squadron strength on 18 July. Two
bridges wers destroyed or rendered ummservicesble, while direct hits
vere scored on two others, On the followlng day 17 bridges over the
Vire and the Sienne were listed for atiack, Twd were made unservice-
able and others damaged in varying degree. On the eve of the great
assault (24 July) two other hridges in the same area were attacked with
inconclusive results.

An interesting commentary on the alx striltes of IX TAC ip afforded
by the letter of commendation written on 20 July by Maj. Gen. Charles
H, Corlett, Commanding General, XIX Corps. On the 16th IX TAC had
flown four migsions at the specific request of XiX lorps and on the
17th six more, Ceneral Corlett expressed hie thanks for the coopera-
tion thus afforded hig troope in the fight for S5t. Lo. He declared
that alr strikes arrived on time and on the target and added that they
had broken up an enemy counterattack on the afternoon of 17 July. 1In
concluslon he stated that "The presence of our alrcraft over the front
1line troops has had an immeasurahle effect upon thelr morale. Vhen
our aireraft are over the front line the use of close in artillery
and mortars by the enemy stops.“l

IX Fighter Comrand flew alr-ground cooperation missions on only
flve different days from 1 $o0 24 July. On four days such miaglions were

coordlnzted wlth the ground force movements west of Carentan. On the
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54 five missions, ranging in strength frem group to sguadron, were
flovn against gun positions and defended localities in the Lessay-
Perlers area. Bombs fell in all the target areas, but the results
were unobserved. The next day troop concentrations were bombed with
unobserved resulis in the Lessay, La Haye du Pults, and St. Sauveur

le Vicomte areas. Veather prevented most of the alreraft assigned %o
bomb gun poeitlions in the bottleneck along the Carentan-Periers road
from executing thelr missions on 10 July. The attacks were repeated

on the 11th when zun positions southeast of Lessay and at Creances

wore reporied noutralized and an ammunition dump destroyed. On that
same day squadrons of 366th Fighter-Bomber Group, operating in the rain
with a 1,000-foot celling, struck at tanks close to friendly lines in
the vicinity of St. To. Three consecutive missions spoiled an enemy
counterattack.a Six groups were assigned targets in the St. Lo area
on 24 July, but weather forced the recall of three. The balance bombed

the target area wit{h results unpbserved.

IX Bomber Commaril
In thie same period IX Bomber Qommand frequenily coordinzted
migsions with FUSA and British 21st Army Growp, As American troops
noved down the Cotentin peninsula they were expected to reach points
on the coast near Lemsay by the evening of 4 July. In conjunction with
this effort a growp of mediums attacked each of the defended locmlities
at La Moriniere and La Barberie with unknown results. Iater, as a

preliminary to projected ground operstions, twoe groups were given thres

SR
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eneny positionp for attack in the 8%, Lo ares on 15 July. As was
frequent in this period, the attaclks could not be carried through.
Rescheduled the followlng day, the targets were attacked by two fudl
groups, Some 25 eraters were produced in one position, but Little
damnze was done bto the others,

iX Bomber Command laid on several misslons from 5 to 8 July, all
designed to amsist 21st Army Growp in its advance into Caen and beyond.,
A first attack (5 July) by a single group on two Cmen bridges did
not achieve their destruction, but both were rendered unservicesble by
a repeat mission on the ensulng day. XNo less thon seven grouns were
digpatched on 7 July againgt enemy troop concentrations in woods
near Ussy, bubt only one group and pari of another could attack, Fires
followed thelr bomblug,ocut other results were indefinite. On the
followlng day, as the British developed their full-geale attack in
the Caen area, five tarzets (sirong polnts or bridges) were set up
for attack by mediume. The results of the pomblngs by two full groups
and parts of two others were not ascertained.

Farther coordination with the British was evident on 18 July
vhen Zist Army Group sought to consollidate its positions hetwoen Caen
and Falaise, In cooperation all 11 groups of IX Bomber Gommand
attacked a total of five gun positions in the Demouville-Giberville
area, elght B-26 growps using 260~-pound frags and three A-20 groups
dropping 500-pound GP's, Agaln, results were indefinite or unob~

gerved,
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Weather, generally adverse from 1 to 24 July, rendered many of
IX Bomber Command's air strikes abortive or caused them to be made
with less strength than planned. It likewige made its contriovution

- to the diffieultles in determining the resulte of attacks delivered.

Eveluatlon of Air-Ground Cogperation
The commentary of the "War Diary of the 7th German Army" on the
alr activities chronicled above is brief but full of interest. It
asserts on 1 July that "The enemy is conducting a thorough air recon-
naigeance both day and night, before and during tho attacks. EHis
artlllery fire is directed by numerous artillery observation planes.
. Troop concentrations, movements and supply traffic are being bombed
and strafed and, with some measure of losses, badly disrupted.® ¥ith
reference to our attacls being pressed in the La Haye du Puits area
on the 4th 1% observes that "the enemy air force has made any move-
ment by us impossivle.® On 7 July, while insisting that the fishting
. of the 84th Corps was "a considerable defensive achievement,? it makes
& remarkable admigsion: #the situstion here must be viewed as par-
tleularly eritical for the eneny artillery firc and the continual oir
attaecks against our troops are caueing heavy losses in men and materiel,
and sooner or later the time will come when the steady decrease in
nanpower will make our positions untenable. So far our own fighter
Planes and antleireraft artillery have not been eble t0 ease the
preseuwre.” The next day the statement of L July is repeated, slmost
. verbatim, Admission is made on the 15th that durings the previous wesk

alr attacks had been ummsually strong, with heavy casuslties resulting
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from fighter~tomber actions, Finally, on the 17th, following two
days of IX TAC miselons ageinet bridges in the Vire velley, the
- German record stetes, "the destruction of all Vire bridges west and
south of St., Lo threatens to cut off the 3554 Inf. Div, cnd to make
it impossible to move the heavy weapons in time,” A withdrawal was
therefore planned and executed that same night., Such obeervations
constitute en excellent gauge of the efflcecy of Iinth Alr Force alr-
grouni cooperatlon in the first 24 days of July 1944.3
Farther evlidence as to the effective role of air power in the
invesion of Zurope is found in letters of Allled commanders. Sir

. Bernord L. Hontyomery, General Commander in Chief of the Allied Armies
4
in ¥ranee, declared,

we soldlers know very well that 1f the Allied alr forces had not

been able %o dominate the Luftwaffe, then the armles couwld have

achieved 11ttle. TYou 4ld dominante the Iuftwaffe, and you continue

%0 do eo, and we know that this stale of affairs will continue

to the end~-0f that we are certain, \le know that much of your
.’ effort 1s best applied far afield; but we zlso know that in our

hour of need you are always very ready to apply the whole might

of your power to help us in the tactical battle in Normandy.

To this Sir Trafford Lelgh-lallory, Alr Commander in Chief of ihe

Allled Expeditionary Alr Force, added,
I would like to toke thlis opportunity of expressing my thanks to
the Finth Alr Force for the enthusiasm and efficiency with which
they have carried out the inmumerable taske assigned %o them both
during the preparsatory phase and since the battle has started,
They have already made 2 Sremendous contribution to the wimming
of the battle of Normandy. . . .'

o9 eeration COBRA, 25 July

The foczl polnt In the story of alr-ground cooperation in July is

—
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found in Operation CUBEA--the c¢losely coordinated alr-ground effort,
deslgned to breals through the enemy's positions west of St. Lo--which
wae deliveresd on 25 July 1944. It had been plammed originally for

21 July, but weather on that and the two following days had caused
1%s postponement. On the 24th the Eighth Alr Force inaugurated the
alr phage of the attael, dbut wenther closed in and pravented further
operations. On 25 July, however, the air strikes were executed essen-
tially as planned, and the ground forces began thelr advance.

H-bour had been set at 1100. DBetween 0938 and 0957 elght groups
of Iinth Alr Force fighter-bombers delivered a first bombing and
strafing attzelk from low level against an area some 7,000 yards long
and 250 yards wide, just south of the St, Lo-Periers road, The air-
ereft flew to thelr initiel point over site A-10, checked with the
Controller there, and then flew drectly to 5t, Lo, vhere they made
an approximate 90 degree right twrn to their target. The target area
had been dlvided into an eastern and a western area, the divi"ﬁg line
as well as the extremitles belng marked with red smoke. The first of
the assaulting groups attacked the castern area, the second the
western, and so on in alternation at three-minuite intervals.

Cver 1,500 Eighth Alr Force heavy bombers delivered an attack
between 1000 and 1100 won a large ares destined for ground assault.

At 11C0 seven groups of IMinth Alr Force fighter-bombers resumed
thelr low-level amsarlts upon the area marked out for thelr attack and

contirved them until 1118,
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A1l 11 grovps of IX Bomber Commend's mediums then joined the
assavlt. Three groups of Bostons concentrated thely attacks won
the S5%. Gllles area, while eight Marauvder groups bombed pin-pointed
and ares targets in the vielnity of 5t. Lo, Hebeerevon, La Chapelle
en Jager, and Hontrewil. The planes bombed petween the hours of 1132
and 1223,

Area cover was provided by VIII Fighter Command, while P=Gl's
of the Ninth Alr Force flew deep defensive sweeps in support of the
alr operations.

A1l available Finth Air Force fighter-borbers had partieipated in
the two attacks wpon the ares just south of the St. Lo-Perlers road.
The welght of thelr effort is indicated by the following figures:

Sortdes  Dopa (8P)  Tons (frage)
Continent-baged afe 333 72,25 54,7
U.X.-basged afc ~236 Ll BB -14.0
559 143,56 68.7

Yine groups earried 500-pound GP bombe, three carried 260-pound frags,
end two more a combination of 500-pound GF and frags. One P-38 group
carried two belly tanks of Nepalm on each of ites attacking planes,
With the exception of one bomb which was hung up, all bhombs were
dropped in the target area. There were no losses and no encounters
with enemy alrcraft.

lintk Alr Force medivms had likevlise exerted theixr full strength.
Approximately E80 alreraft attacked., The Bostons delivered 137 tons
of 500-pound GP's on thelr St. Gilles targets while over 4,000 x 260-

pound frags were dropped from the Marauders, Agaln no exact estimate
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of results is possible slthough 2 large proporiion of the bombs were

reported to have fallen on the tergets. One boxber was lost to flsk.

Unfortunately 42 B-26's dropped short on the 30th Infantry Division,

causing casuvaltiers and delaying ite advance.

Fighter-bombers under the cperationsl control of IX TAC delivered
further air strikes in cooperation with the gromnd forces after sharing
in the assault phage of the 25 July operations, Between 1135 and
Rl04, 13 armed, reconnalssance misgions of squadron strength or less
were flown over thie wvattle aree +to ettack a great variety of targete
selected by thelr leaders, Other sguadron-strength misslons were
directed against specified targets. These struck commumlcatlions centers,
observation posts, and eneny headquarters and troop concemtrations,
Direct hlts were made on important bulldings, one chureh tower used
Tor observation was destroyed and another demaged, tanis in a wood
near Coutances were hit, while the dive bombing of roads in 5%. Gilies
produced two lerge exploslons. Before the day's »and fighter-bombers
had destroyed a bridge east of Gavray and, in evening miselons,
planted deleyed action bombe (fused at 1 to 12 hours) on eross roads
in the viclinlty of Coutances to render night traffie hazardous to the

eneny,

The BEffect of Alr Agsaults by the Uintk Air Foree
The inmedlzbely vislble result of the combined air offensive of
20 July was the appearasnce of a pall of smoke over the entire area,

This was reported to be about 8/10ths, rising wp to 2,000 feet and
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funnelllng out towards the north and beyond Carentan, Its northward
novencnt tended to obscuwre target areas. As viewed from the alr the
“ effect of bombing uwpon the general area appecyed devastating, liore
specliic evicence was later derived from the interrogation of prisoners
of war. These declared that communications were shattered with result-
ing confusion and that the heavy alr bombardment csused $Toops ex-
nosed to 1% to be badly shalen, at least for a time. Dotk inexperi-
enced and experienced troops appear to have suffered equally frem
shock, the younger among them being the quickest o racover,On the
other hand casuslties were reported to have been very 11kt in propor-
. tion to the scale of effort. Digpersion, or even withdrswal, together
with the slit trench or fox hole,prevented casualties except on
occaslons of a relatively few direct hits. Some materiel was dag-
troyed or damaged by hits or fragments, but much heavy equipment was
. withdrawn in the intervals between suecessive alr attacks. Apparently
the ensuy's avenues of retreat were not closed by the early assaults,
The "War Dlary of the 7th German Army" exhibits further ovidence
regarding the alr action on 235 July. Its observations, made on a
high commend level, are not entirely in accord with the evidence of
prisoners of war, They insisted on the 25th that a breskt-through hed
been prevented, but stated thatﬁ
our troops suffered heavy losses in the IR and in the artillery
positions. These casualiies were caused mainly by the tremendous
conmitment of the enemy's air forces and the artillery barrages
. which lasted for hours . . . In the over-sll picture the enemy
was repulsed on 2ll fronts and he succeeded in penetrating only

where owr troops were hampered in the defense or corpletely
eliminated by concentrztion of artillery or pattern bombing.

PR
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On the 26th a break-through was adonitted and air's share in it indicated.
The enemy's wnimpeded and concentrated cuployment of the alr forece
proved, in the clear weather, a powerful check on our own defense
and on the conceniration of our reserves. The various penetrations
effected by the eneny, which could not be cnscked for the time
belng because of our lack of reservos, created a serious break-
through on this part of the front.

Some additional evidence ac t¢ the resulte of the air attach is
derived from U. 8, Army sources. On the 4th Divielon front the enemy's
commmuplcatione were so dlerupted that he was forced to resort to runners
excluslvely, a fact vhich contribubed to the disorganization of the
defenge, Only small-arm fire was there encowntered. Advancing U, S,
aTmor was delayed 1n its progress untll englneers covld fill eraters
in the roads produced by 500~pound G borbs without instantaneous fuz-
ing. Three reglments of the 9th Divislon attacked immediately atter
the aerial bombardment, gained appreclable ground, and ultimately won
$heir objectives. The 47th Peglment, hovever, had been dlmorzanized
by short bombing and ite attack was deleyed for one to one and one-
kalf hours. In the interval SS and paratroops orgenized the most
serlous resistance wnlich the division encountered. The 30th Division
had been hit by short bombing botn on the 24th and 25th. It suffered
from resulting dlsorgarniszation and from artiliery fire coming from
positions to the southeast of our troops, which gave trouvble for the
flrst 12 houre of the attack. It zppears that after the partial attack
on 24 July the enemy had reroved heavy mechine guns and almost all his
artillery ae far bacl: as llarigny., Enemy Infantry, hovever, offered

6
1ittle reslstance,

Sl
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On toe baslis of such evidence it 1s dlfficult to assese the exact
extont of alr power's contrivubion to the success of the operation
which its bombardment inltiated on 25 July. HNevertheless, there is
ground for the confident assertion that the atr pirikes of the
Eighth and Ninth Air Forees on 25 July were the eritical feetor in
enabling the Infontry to breach enemy positions west of 5%, Lo on the

25th and 26%h and to open the way for aramor to swing into action.

Sha Pardod 26 to 3 July

The breati-through west of 5%, Lo was negoticted on 25 July. In
the six days from 26 $o 3L July the ssgawdt front was extended west-
ward and armored columng spear-headed & rapld advance to the south
through larigny, St. Gilles and Caniey, lessay and Periers. 3By the
28th they had penetrated Coutances and reached points near Brehal,
Gavray, Percy, and Tessy sur Vire. ZDZesistance coantinued strongest on
the right flenk of the advance in the areas sbout Tilledleu, Perey,
andl Teasy, but progress continuwed in the constal area. By the 3lst,
Granville had been taken, nd the advence south had passed through

Avranches to Pontasvbauls and Ducey.,

IX Tactical Alr Command
Ag armor and infantry thus explolted the brealk-through the Ninth
Air Forca was given 1lts firat congiderable opportunity to coordinate
i1ts efforts with thosa of the ground forces in warfare involving rapid
novemend. As had long since been planned, IX TAC, under the command

of Haj. Gen. Flwood R, Guesada and funciioning in the closest
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collaboration with FUSA, remasined fully responsible for the provision
and dlrection of fightor-bombers participating in air~-ground coopera-

“ pion missglong. The tremendons scale of its effort from 25 through 31
July is shown by the followins table.?

Date Sortles Tons of Z[A Qinime ILost Dofal Total  Recca

July {Alr) Lost  Damaged Sorties
25 1,546 481.5 707 1 4 24 79 .
26 1,561 8507 17=1=0 2 16 43 122
2v 1,451 344 11-0=5 4] 17 43 104
28 1,250 157.5 12-3=-1 2 10 18 96
29 1,038 285,8 0-0<0 o] 8 17 2
30 1,320 204 15=-7-6 2 14 67 84
31 Q18 241,25 Q=3 — i} 141
TFotals 9,185 2,281,15 67-11-27 10 78 218 655
Dotal

. Recce 655
Total

Sortlies 9,840

Arpored Columm Covewn. The most characteristic and significant type of
migsion flown in this period was that deseribed in the records as
. YArmored Columa Cover." Such missions Degan on 25 July, as aroor

Pegan 1ts swlft movemeat in three columns which soon fanned out to
frive against Coutances, Granville, and Villedieu., Coastant cover was
provided by relays of four fighter-bombers ormed with bombs or rockats
and flying half-hour shifts over the head of a given column. Alr-
grovnd cormunication between flight lesders and tanlz commanders was
effected by VIF radlo, IX Alr Force Service Commend having installed
alr force type SCR-522 sets in the armored vehicles for the use of
the column commemders. On occasion pllots accoupenied the grownd

. commander to advise him concerning the capabllities of air., If the

armored column reguived cooparation it covld eall for air action and

SR
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speclfy its naturs., In addition the flight leader was in a position
to convey nseful intelligence to the colun commander and eould

attacl profitable targets of his own selection, after coordination
with gromnd control.

On 26 July four plane flights flew more than 70 of these armored
column cover missions; on the followlng day 100 such missions were
flown by IX TAC units, The other days of the period saw like actions
on a varying scale.

Reports of alr action of thls type for 26 and 27 July glve useful
examples of the work accomplished in the course of the drive from St.
Lo to Avranches and beyond. On the 26th individual flights included
in thelr reports such items as: 15 rockets fired, 2 tanks destroyed,

1 probably destroyed, 1 tank destroyed Dy strafing: 14 rockets fired
at tanks, 2 destroyed, 2 damaged; 2 tanks destroyed by rociets, 2 by
strafing; 8 bonbs on 2 Mark VI tanks, left burning; 7 bowbs on 4
tanizs, no bits; 8 bombs on Tiger tanks, 1 destroyed, 1 probably des-
troyed; 2 Tigers holding up our advance, dive-bombed with poor results,
then strafed and destroyed. Bombs wore likewlse reported dropped on
gan positions, AA installations, road Junctions, and a hedgerow on a
road nortaeast of Coutances. The records for the 27th exhibit evidence
equivalent to that afforded by the actions of the previous day and add
other types of targets: command post southwest of S%. Lo left in
flames; 8 bombs on convoy south of Canisy, 4 tanks, 2 MT, 1 staff

car destroyed, 8 trucks damaged, entlre convoy dispersed: 8 bombs on

L
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strong point near Quibehon, churah and 4 buildings destroyed, town
strafod, full of trcops cnd guns; 8 bomba on target marked by white
smoke; 8 bombs on convoy of H0-plue southwest of Coutances, 1 tank
and 7 T destroyed, 7 tanke and 8 k¥ damaged.

Tarzote like those attacked on 26 and 27 July appear In the
records of the gucceeding days' actions by armored column cover,
notanle additions belng horge~drawn artillery and vehieles., One
miaglon on the 28th claimed to have killed all horses drawlng five guns
and Yo have hit the guns and killed six horses drawing FI, vhile another
strafed 40-plus horse-drawvn vehlcles, killing 90 horses. A mission on
30 July struck a three~fourths-mile colwan of horse~drawn artillery
znd men on the Villedieu~Granvilie road. Its claims were 65 horses
illed, 20 artillery plecas destroyed, and nany troops killed and
wounded, Taoken togethor, results of the sort indleated by the sbove
selections from mission reports demonstrate the fact that armorad
column cover assisted the armor to advance by removing opposition, and
sugegest that by clegeging traffle on roads 1% provided profltable tar-
gets for later armored atback.

Only on oecasion iz detelled eviderce avallsble of cooperablon
between btanks and their covering planes; hence the followlng episodes
which occurred within thies perdod should uve cited. A single Sherman
was surrounded by 13 Corman tanitn. It was saved fronm threntened des-
truction by the covering flizht which was directed o 1ts asgletance
and dispersed the eneny. UIs the road ahead safe for us to proceedl?d

was the gquestion radiced by a tanl cormonder to o fiight leader. The

N
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answer came, YStand by and we'll find out,!" In thelx emsuing seaxrch
the four P-47's srotted four onemy tanks down the road which they
sltacked and put oub of action. Returning to the friendly eolumn the
f1ight leader radioed, "All cleer, proceed at will. o8 Vher radlc was
Jammed the bombarxrdnent of a railroad station by the terks served ss a
signsl for a dive-bombing attzck on the same objective on the part of
the accompanying planes. Tracer bullets from tanke served to indicate
targets to the P-47's in another ce.se.g In response to a column
commenders' request alrcraft swept the road ahead with filre., They
radioed, "Go ahead," bubt recalled that direction immedlztely. "There's
one we missed., Tank at right side of road next butldizgz wp 200 yds.
ahead of you." The camouflaged tank was dlve-bombed. 10 On ancther
occasion a Tiger tanir was digcovered hidden among trees. Strafing set
1t on fire and iis crew were czen leaving the tank and surrendering to

the armored column, 11

Arged Eeconnsissance In the Battle Ares.  Armed recomnaissance within
the battle ares was another charscteristic type of mission flown by IX
TAC from 26 through 20 July. On the 26th, 16 such missions were flown,
elght zireraft participating in each. 7The 27tk caw 11 migsions of
squadron strength and seven of eight alreraft each; five were undertaken
by squadrons and five more by elght alrcraft each on the following day,
while siz of squadron strength were flown on the 28th and a single one,
again of squadron strength, on 30 July, Thelr individual and gross

results were of a substantlal order, none more o than those of the

1
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10 migsions flown by 40bth Figshter Group between 1510 and 2340 on
28 July.

The 405tk Group had been assigned to fly armed reconnaissance all
day, but weather did not alleow ita planes to take off before the
afternoon. They then proceeded to Villedleu, where they found few
targeta., Eowever, as they widened the area of their search they dls-
covered a mass of trafflc moving south on the roads in the vicinity
of 3rehal, Gavray, and Percy. In places transport was moving bumper
%o bumper, From the very start the damage inflicted upon these enemy
targete was enormous. In the case of one long column the head and
tall were firsi attacked so that the whole wae soon immobiiized,
elloving 1ts elements to be systemntically blasted. One pilot and
his wingman asserted that they had set fire to 35 IiT in one long pass
before they lost count., The first squadron to attack rsdiced the news
to the Controller with the result that the group rotated its squadrons
in the area throughout the afterncon, returning planes being rearmed
and refuellcd and taking off agein. For more than six hours thase
attacks on transportation targets continued with = total of epproxi-
mately 100 aircraft particlpeting. In the midet of the melés a geners)
radioed from a tenlk, "Go to it! Get one for me!“lz The pilotg!
claing would appeor fantestic had the ascault not been sustained in
such strength for so long a time, and hod the targets not been of so
extrzordlpary a nature. As it was, pilots asserted that they had
seen over 400 LiI in flames plus 12 tanks and sundry other vehiosles.

A ground check, effected after much debris had been cleared from the

SRy

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

134

rocdn, tended to substantlate the reports. The effect of thls success-
ful action upon the group was exhilarating, 4As one returning pilot
declared, I have beern o two church sociales and a covnty fair, but

I never saw anything like this before. w13

Sumary of Ackivitles. Armored column cover and armed reconnalssance
wisslons on any glven day were usuelly plamned in advance by I[X TAC
oand FUSA. Other significent alr-ground cooperation missions in the
voriod wore the resul’ of actlon telren on requests from groumd umits
for alr strikes, which 1f successful would assist thelr advance, Such
requests usually emanated from Army corps and called for attacks on
targets on their immedlete fromt., Ihemy artillery positions, command
and observation poste, strong points and supply dumps were characteristic
of the targets thus designated for attack, It ie interesting to ob-
serve that the ground forces canceled a number of such strikes. They
had been scheduled promptly after recelpt of the recuests, bubt the
swift advance on the ground placed troops toc mesy the targets to
perwmlt the delivery of the attacks at the times scheduled,

Other alr-ground cooperation mimslons durlng the drive to
Avranches need only to be mentioned., The practice of dropping delayed
action boubs on road junctions in an effort to hamper enemy movement
by night, begun on the evening of 256 July, was repeated on the 27th
and 28th, While related to the gemeral interdictlon program the 10
attacks on bridges within the batile ares on 30 July were determined

by IX TAC and FUSA, yhich fact warrants their incluslon in the long

S
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list of air-ground cooperation missions. ¥ive other attacks, made

the same day agalnst targets in proxinity to the battle area and by
“ order of Headguarters Hinth Alr Force fall into another category, as
do the armed reconnaissance missions veyond the zone of battle--e.g. ,
those of 27 and 28 July and IX TAC's 16 strikes ageinst fuel duips on
31 July. In splte of such requirements and the occasional call to
furrish escort to IX Bomber Commend, IX TAC concentrated by far the
greater part of 1ts effort on alr-ground cooperation missions from

25 to 31 July. Some of the results of such actions appear in its total

grownd target claims for the peried.:l'q’
. Tanks 384
Motor transport 2,287
Ballroad and highway bridges 33
Bailroad lines cut 46
Rallroad cars 194
Locorotives 14
Pond Junctions damaged 85
Horscdrewn veklcles 126
Proop concentrations successfully attacked 38
. Gun explacements successfully attacked 1
Artiliery 71
Military-ocevpled buildings 46
Durps 12

On two occeslons after 26 July, mediums of IX Bomber Command
cooperated directly with the grouni forces at the latter's request.
Followlng the break~through at St. Lo three areas near liarigay were
marked out for attack by two groups each on 26 July. Weather was
agein bad and only one group was able to carry out its attack, claim~
1ng heavy danage %o a single installation. On 30 July British armor
’ was reported to have been alded in its advance through enemy positions

near Caumont by the bombing of three areas by IX Borwber Command mediums.

A
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Two groups assigned to one area carried through thelr attacks. In
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the seven-grouy misslon azalnst a second area 195 bombed out of 252
dispatched. ILater in the day in a slz-group attack upon a third ares,
243 alreraft were dlepatched, of which number 199 bombed, Weather
was advorse, ard patnfinders led &)l abiacks. The exact nature of

the damnge done to the targets is unltnown,

Elaunine Alr-Ground Cooperatlon. Such extensive alr-ground coopera-
tion as has been described avove required the closest possidle
coordination ¢f the ground and z2ir elements involved., To assist in
providing such coordination it was desirable that the intinate asso-
clation earlier developed between IX TAC and FUSA be maintained and
perfected. Some alr strikes, chiefly beyokd the battle zone, might
still be determined at Iinth Alr Force Headquarters, but the planning
of the bulk of such slssions was IX TAC's responsibility, To dis-
cherge that resgponeibllity in thie period 1te headquarters were ostab-
1lighed in close proximity to those of FUSA, first at Au Gay and later
at Lee Ouvegux. There the close cooperation between air and ground
reached its highest point in the joint conferenece held at 1930 hours
daily, the purpose of vhlch was to plan tactical air opsratlons for
the following day. Weather submitted its forecast; alr and grownd
intelligence reported the results of the dsy's sir and grownd
opoerations., A-2 then pregented informatlon from a varlety of sources
pertinent to current operations, and suggested ta:rgets for preplanned

misslons on the next day. G-3 (Ailr) then described the Aray plan for

N
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operatlions and presented requests for preplanned air mlssions,

filtered from the requests submitted by Aray corps., On the basis

of the informatlon vrovided, the alr operations officer then proceeded
o allot avallable alr elements to various tasks--l.e., to alr-gromd
cooperation, bomber escort, and targets desp in eneny territory--
holding, as a rale, a small force as a reserve to meet unforeseen
developments. Following this allocation of forces, specific missions
were asslgned %o thewn, such assisnments constituting e firm plen and
the basis for the issuance of operatlonal orders for the ensulng day.
Such collestive planning was essential to successful air-ground coopera~
tioa., 1% was reinforced dy the contlnued netlvity of Air Suppordt
Partles with groumnd troops which assisgted in formlating requests and
in directing alreraft to thelir itargets, and by ground llalson officers
with air wmmite who provlded then with gpeclal ground intelligence,
assisted in the brlefing of pilots, and arranged for the marking of
targets and the posibions of friendly troops. The varlous elements
involved in the provision & air-ground cooperation were so well inte-
grated that in the extremo c¢use of requests for misslone to be flown
13foon] A/z] Blossiblel! only 60 to 80 minutes normally elapsed from
the tine the request was initiated until the alreraft were over the
target. When such reguests for immedlste action were antlcipated,
thip time could be reduced by having crews alerted on the runway with
thelr commander in the briefing roon to receive the targets. Such
teamsor: ripened into a hablt with IX P4AC and FUSA. It ripened the

more rapldly because of thelr Joint participation in the fast moving

o
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and eritical air-ground operations from 25 to 31 July 1944, %5

The Interdiction Program
IX Bouber Comuand
The Finth Alr Force steadfastly maintained its support of the
interdiction program throughout July 1944 and, as previously, employed
both its mediumg and 1te fightar-hombers in the effort. IX Bomber
Command contlinued 1is attacks on rail brldges, flying missions againat

such targets on 13 days. In all cases the attacks were delivered by

singls groups.

S=ine Bridges

The eneny had been active in repzlring or replacing Selne
bridges wvhich had been destroyed in lay and June, and the progress
of his work caused five to be attacked by the mediums in July. That
at Qourcelles wes cul by a bomblng on 28 July, and the center span
of the new bdridge at Ie llanoir was destroyed on the 3131‘-.15 Three
attacks on llantec-Gassicourt resulied in damage to ralls and spproaches
only. Ko domage was produced by the bombing of Conflans,St, Eonorine
gnd Olssel. It should be added here that the repaired highway bridge

at Houen was destroyed by a bombing on 1B July.

Loire Bridzes
Loire brildges, stlll labtact or repaired after earlier bombings
by other air forcese, were now attacked. lissions against them in-

volved operational flights of some 700 miles from the ZTssex bases of
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IX Bomber Command, but the bridges'® value to the enemy in bringing
his divisions from the south into the battle zone required that they
be fiown. Such extreme-range missions forced many planes o refuel
on conblnental zirflelds before returnlng houme, or to accept the risk
of flylng %o thelr base on the mialmun supply which remsined, Other
alreraft were compelled to land on the ¢ontinent because of flak
damage., Nevertheless, the attacics went on. Between 7 apd 31 July
seven Loire briiges, from Nantes on the west to Tourse on the east,
wore bombed in the course of 16 assaults,

The first four attacks on Nantes produced only incidental danmage,
bub the fifth (31 July) destroyed the center of the bridge. Only one
boumbtng (19 July) was requlred to destroy five spans of the structure
et La Polssonlere. Two attacks on Les Ponts du Ce were inconclusive,
but the second of two at Saumur (12 July) dropped the center section
of the bridge into the water. The slngle asssult on the Oing Mars
bridgzes destroyed the middle span of the Hast, and damaged the est
bridge, fTours la Riche was four times bombed, three attacks {7, 9,
and 31 July) producing substantial damage by destroying spans. The
eneny's repalr activities account for the repeated attacks and sexrve
as a useful indleatlon of the interdictlonm program's valuwe. So
gtrenuous were his efforte to keop this valuable bridge open that
after one attack he ropaired two broken spans in the extraordinarily
short gpace of glx days, TFinally, the bridge at Ta Frilllers was cut
ir four places 1z = single atbtack {31 July)., Durlng the month slx out
of the seven selected brldge targets were pubt outl of actlon, at least

temporarily, by IX Bomber Comnmnd.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

140

The Paris-Orleans Gap

Thirteen mediun-bomber migslons had as thelr objlectives llke
tergets in the Faris-Orieanc gap, vhere six dridges and a viaduct were
bombed, Damzge to tracks or approaches resullied from slugls attacks
at 5t. Peny sur Avre, Cherlsy, and Epernon. The last of three attacks
on Hogent le Rol (18 July) rendered the bridge there unserviceabdle.
Bombing of a briéze at Chartres on 25 July placed it in the same category,
but another attuoclt on the 3lst produced no definite results. A first
bombing of the vital strueturs at (loyes destroyed helf of it (6 July),
and a return visit (25 July) completed the job., Prohable severe damago
was reported following the firet assault on the linlntenon viaduet
(6 July); but none was recorded after that on 25 July. In conzequence
of July attacks three bridges in the gap had been pub out of action.

Bridges within the Interdiction Zone

In July, as in the eariior phase of the interdiction progran,
attacks on the rim of the interdiction zone (Seine and Lolre river
bridges and those in the Paris-Orleans gap), were supplemented by bomb-
inge of Dridges wlthin the zone itself, the total of 27 euch attacks
by IX Bomber Commend involving 16 different tarzets scattered over a
wide area. BResults were rather leas coneclusive than those produced by
the interdictlon nrogram boubings treated above. In elght cases the
tarzets were destroyed or rendered unserviceable. The last of three
abtacks on 8%, Hilaire du Harcourt destroyed the bridge spamning a road
(19 July), and the third of four bombings at Ambrieres (24 July)

N
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resulted in a cut of 50U yards. A% Boissel 1a ILande, lirville,
Souvigny, and Sergulgny one attack rendered the bridges umserviceable,
Although reported completely destroyed by the bombing on 16 July,
Iaigle was agaln etruek with inconelugive resultes a week later, whlle
the reconstructed span at Laval was destroyed on tha 241‘.]1.17 Danage
to ralls or apvroaches was the most that could be reported as the
result of attacks on the remaining elght of these bridge tergets,
although one wag bombed twice and snother three times, It is to be
observed, however, that such donnge could be extremely slgnificant.
In one instance (Grosley sur Eisle, 28 July) ground observers laber
reported that dammgse to approaches blocked tyeffle as effectively as
the destruetion of the bridge would have 4:101:1@.]‘a
Thus a total of at lea.sti 19 bridges of special importance to the
interdiction progran had been effectively broken or blocked by IX
Bonber Command's actions in July 1944, A total of 35 such targete
had been subjected to 64 atiacke of zrouwp strength, 55 delivered by
B-26's and 9 by A-20's, In 27 attacks pathfinders had been employed,
in 25 instances foxr bomblug targets inslde the periphery of the inter-
diction zone, Availoble evidence indlcates that in all attacks GP
bombs were used, the B-26's dropping 1,000-pound GP's in 35 of their
assavlts, 2,000-pornd GP's in 17 other instances, and 500-pouwnd GP's
in two more. They dropped sone ZEC-pomnd frags with their 2,000~
pound GP's in onc ease, and 1,1C0-pound GP's with 1,000-pound GP's

in another, A-20's used EQQ-pound GF's in all their attaeks, while
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pathiinders employed a variety of GP's ranging from 300 to 2,000
pounds, The B-26's were responsible for the destruction of 16 bridges,

the A-201g for that of the remsining $hree,

Attacks on Rall Idnes and Imbaniments

Cn 6 July an earlier experiment was repeated in the use of IX
3omber Command alreraft for a series of attacks against rail lines.

Six sections of lines within the interdiction zono were sssigned to ms
many groups, On each sectlon six pin-pointed targets, chiefly minoy
railvay oridges, were marked out for attack, Five-hundred-pound GP
bonbs were to be carrled;snd tvo, elx, or eight, as specified in the
fleld order, were to be dropped on individunl targets. The experirent
was uwnguccessful, Cube were reported in rail lines at seven points,
the most effective being in the vieinity of the Alencon bridge, o
seconcary target where slx bombs cut all lines, There was no reported
dancge to the bridges which flgured so promimently in the target lists.
“he experiment in bombing of seattered targets by portions of B-26 and
A-20 fornations was not repeated.

Cn the other hand, the inberdiction progran was effectively
relnforced by attaclks delivered by the mediums upon rallway embank-
ments in July. Such targets were zssismed to single groups and suecess-
ful results were reported following each of the nine attacle delivered
from 11 ta 81 July. The cmbankment at Sourth was bomted four times

and thoso at Chauvlnee, Zvreux, La Crolsille, Argenten, and Forges once
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each., The blocks thus established were substantial, although the
atbacks on Bourth at three-, elght-, and six-day intervals suzgest
. that they were effective ohly for brief periods.

Llghter~-Zomber Attacks upon Eail Jargebs
The interdiction program bzd Teen concelved and develoned on a
grand scale., As previously noted, 1ts success depended not merely
vpon brealking down the bridges within the interdictlon zone and on its
periphery, but aleo wpon cutting the lines and destroying rollihg stock
vithin the zone. Flighter-bonbers were the weupone chosen to cut the
rails and dlart Iozsmotives and rallway cars, thelr actions in July
. as in the preceding months being directed by Winth Air Foree Fead-
quarfers st Uzbridge, !Hdesione flown sgainst such objectives were
seldon almed at specified targets. Almost without exception they were
described elther as "armed reconnslssance! of glven areas or ag "rail
. cutting” aslong assizned sections of rallway lines. It ig to be ob-
served that no useful dietincticn can be drawn between the "Armed Recce.
Alencor, Chartres, Cloyes, Le Mane,® and "Rall Cutting La Hutte
Golorbieres~Le llans. ! fThe misgion leaders were in both casces fres %o
deternine the precice objectives of their bhombing and strafing attaecls,
In each case the chosen tarzets were certsin to inclvde bridges,

ralls, or rolling stock, alone, or more usually, in comoinntion.

IX Raetical Alr Commend
’ Alrereft vnder the operational conbrol of IX TAC were used to
suprort the interdiction program only on rare occasions in July, since

ther vere so heavily committed to the work of air-ground eocperation.
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But on 16 July they cut tracls and destroyed rolling stock west of
ingers, On the 16th, in the course of miseiems against Tive specified
bridge targets, they hit the bridse at Cherlsy, damaged that at La
Lowpe, and destroyed the one at Andaevillers. Agaln on 30 July Winth
Air Force Headquarters directed that IX Tacticel Alr Command attack
oridges naned in orders, All targets were hit; that at Nantes and

one of the two at Tours wers claimed destroyed.

IX Fighter Command

In mprked contrzst to thoge under IX TAC, the sireraft vnder IX
¥C's operationsl control concentrated their emergles uwpon interdiction.
The plans for such actions were developed by the headguarters of IX
VG and Linth Alr Force whose joint action was facilitated by the loca-
tion of both at Uxbridge. IX FC reported over 150 interdiction
missions on a total of 24 days in July. Fuenty appeared in the record
of 4 July and 15 and 12 in those of the 6th and the 20tk respectively.
%he averzge number for the 24 days of activity was 6.3. Almost without
exception a group was assigned to each mission, although the attacks
were delivered by squadrons.

The area subjected to most intensive and most frequent attack
lay between the Seine, the Paris-Crieans gap, and the Loire on the
one hand, and the battle zone on the other., It 1s of interest to oh-
serve, however, that as July wore on, attacks reached beyond thege
bounderles on the east and on the south. As early as the 6th, missions

vere directed to aress south of the Lolre in an effort to discover and

———
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dastroy enemy reinforcenents moving north. Areas as far east of Faris
as Chalone appear in the asslgmments for the 12th, while interdiction
was exbended to Olamecy, soubheast of the capiinl, by the 16th. Cn
the 19th, areas in western Belgium appesred for the first time in the
July Interdiction program in connectlion with an effort to destroy
supply trains,

Bridges, which constituted the usunl targets for IX Bomber
Command's interdiction activities, were but infrequently attaclred by
IX FO's fighter-bembers. Such attacks as were made were reported
successful. A Selne bridge at Mantesn-Gesslcourt was clalmed destroyed
by a bowbing on 4 July, and Nogent le Rol was cut by one on the 14th,
In both of these cases the structures were marked for special attack.
A pontoon bridge near Touvlers was destroyed on 8 July in the couvrse
of a mlgeion directed amgainst such targets over the Seine, while in
area mlssions bridges at Segre (12 July), at Chatesuneuf (13 July),
and near liontfort (18 July) were singled out and broken by attack. A
bridge at Chartres was reported destroyed on the 29th,

The detalled results of fighter-bomber attacks delivered agninst
rall lines ané rolling stock at high speed and low level can better
be esbimated then preclsely defined. A gocd ldez of thelr charscter
and extent may, however, be galned from an exsndnation of the records
of days of marked interdiction activity and outstaending individusl
misslons.

Leaving oubt of conglderation such vague reports as "bombe on

tracks," "rain strafed,” and “mersballing yard hii," the clains for

—
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the days of unusual activity vrerelg

Bail.cuks Locomoiives Oars
4 July (20 miszstions) 30 6 113
6 July (15 misslone) 23 13 Bl
20 July (12 missions) 35 11 69

High scores of 103, 75, and 70 cars destroyed figure antong the clalims
reported by icdividual nissione on 33, 4, and 14 July respeetively.
Anong the results of a mission on 23 July was a claim of 43 rail euts,
while another on 8 July included 33 in its listings, in addltion %o

an smmunitlon train which exploded under attack nesr Tours. A single
miggion on the 13th claimed 25 tanls and armored cers on & 81ldipg in
the ilogent-llamers area, in addition to 1 locomotive, 34 cars, and 3
rai) cuts. ZTrains loaded with equipment were caught in western Belglum
(20 July) and claims of 7 locomotives and 26 cars veported by the
grouwp attacking, TFuel tanks containing Napalm hit a steel $yain on

23 July, while rockets were employed in a mission which reported the
destruction of 51 cars on the 17th. More typlcsl records read "14
hits on rallway Le llanc-Covlommleres® (4 July); "2 cuts, 2 Locomotives,
24 cars (16 July)®; %3 cuts, 3 locomotives, 10 cors! (20 July); end

U3 cuts, 1 locomotive, 24 care" (30 July). In no case did = mission
which reached 1ts assigned arem fall to inflict some damage., Because
of the varled, and at times vague, reporting of missions of this type
during the month it would be profitless to attempt to present the
tofals of the various claims for the period., It is evident, however,

that they were impressive,

—_
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Two further Ltems in respect to the Interdiction progran require

mention. First, while some clalms appear of motor transport des-
troyed in the course of area atiaci=s, such claims were infrequent

and small, possibly because of the enemy's restrictior of road
traffic to the hours of darkness but more provably because our alr-
crait concentrated their attention om rall targete. Second, in a few
instances interdiction missions encountered enemy alrcraft. lihen
they did so, thelr mctions contributed to the maintenance of owr air

superiority as the following table shows,

July Eneny Airerafi in Logses
<Adr Encounters

4 B5-5-3 (4]

4 0-1-1 2

4 1-0=0 0

é . Bl 2

13 400 0

14 6-1-2 b (rissing)
18 10-6-14 3 (2 missing)
25 4-0=5 1 Elmknown}
26 2.0-2 2 (unknown)
27 5-0=0 0

27 —(Que O

Totels 40-14-34 15 (11 missing

oYy unknown)
Planning Intexrdiction Qverations

In July, as in all other periods of the interdietion progran, it
vas essential that the rall bridges on the periphery of the area be
denied to the enemy in spite of hie vigorous efforts to effect their
repalr., It was llkewlge essential that he be denied the use of as
much ag possidble of the rall complex within the interdiction zone

through the destruction of bridges and the cutting of vital lines.

-~
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To achieve such ends exbreme vigllance was required on the part of

those who planned and directed the operations., It was comparatively
simple to determine the main bridges to be brought down. It was more
difficult to select those lines on which cuts should be made., But
most difficult of all were the closely allied tasks of assessing the
damage done to bridges and rails by attacks whlch had been carried
through, and of planning further attacks to offget the enemy's repalr
work on bridge structures and to maintain constantly the requisite
nunber of cuts on rail lines. In other words, constant viglilance was
essential on the part of the planners if bridges were to be not nerely
brought down but kept down, and if rall cuts were to be kept at the
desired level.

Reports rendered immediately following miseions were of uneven
quality; hence effective photographic reconnalssance became o matter
of prime importance to the planners, TUnder favorable clrcumstances
the tusik of obicining such evidence in respect to bridge structures
was comparaiivaly simple, although the great number of rall cuts
scattered over a wlde ares uade thelr couplete recomnatssance coverage
oxtrenely difficult, In July, however, the sltuation was not favora=
ble, for adverse weather seversly restricted photo reconnalssance as
well as other alr misslons. In its sbsence, therefore, the planners
had to resssign some bridge targeis for attack afier the lapse of the
estinated time needed to effect the repair of danage earlier inflilcted,

and without definite knovledse of their status. Similarly, singe the

stalzes were high and eince the principle that *when in douot, take

~allls
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the trick® applied, they heavily accented the work o rail cutting
even though exaot knowledsge of the number of effective ocuts wae
lacking at the moment when further attacks on ralls were ordered.
lieticulous planaing under difficult conditions, coupled with the
gkill and darlng of pilots and the ability of ground erews to zeep
the requisite aunber of alrcraft on the job, caused the interdiction

program %0 achleve o notable over-asll success.

Zyaluaiion of Resmlts

As has been frequently observed, the results of individusl lntar~
dletion mlgsions are hard o assess, and the assessaent of the work
done by the different types of planes employed is 2lmost equally Aiffi-
cult. Enemy sowrces, however, pay tribdute to the cunulative offecte
produced vy the mediums and fighter-bombers which shared in the great

work of interdiction,

Enemy Zvidence
Such evidence is available in the shape of the capbured "War

Dlary of the 7th Cerman Army,! Its observations speax for themselves,
On € July the Diary states that "the transportation situztion malkes

1t impossible to forecast when the 275th Inf, Div., one combat teanm

of which is already committed, can be brought up." Twn days later
entries declare that "enemy Dombing and straflng attacks against troop
concentrations and moveuwenta, as well as agalnst supply traffis, con-
tinue and ere inflicting noticeable loss,? and assert that the prevail-

ing seerclty of transport facllities 1s Yabtributabie for the most

R
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part to the overvhelming and constant alr superioristy of the enemy.®

The point Ls again stressed on the 10th:

These units /portiong of the B343d, 265th, and 266th Infantyy
Divisglons in :Brittanﬂ no longer possess any motorized franspor-
tatlon sinece everything available was used to motorizo the
combat groups that were taken out, The remeining vehicles, both
our own and those requisitionsed loeally, must remnin with the
divisions to bring up supplies, especially since the latter hag
become extremely difficult due to the large size of the seetors
and the deshruction of rallway facilities, The 2nd Paratroop
Div. vwhich is belng formed is likewlse completely non-motsrized.

A statement on 15 July declares that the battle of supply as waged

from the alr by the Americans "was unprecedented in its meverity.?

Thoso which appenr on the 19th and 20%th elaborate this text:

The army supply situsntion must still be regarded as strained.

It 1s true that there has been a slight decreazse in the rate of
gasoline consumption at the present timo among the troops fight-
ing in Normandy. However, since we ccnnat count on any swpnly
worta mentloalng for the next few days, and since the gasoline
trains have not yet arrived, we must figure on a decreased supply.
In consequence of the fallurs of rall transportation because of
the long periods of heavy fighting, a decrease in ammunitlon
suoply belov the basic quota was imevitable, . . . If the ammu-
nition trains do not appear, a serlous ammumition crisis must be
expected within three or four days.

Only 1f several amzumition and fuel trains arrive, will the tense
supply situation be eased, The difficulty is cuused by the in-
ereased interruption in rallway lines and the lack of oufficient
motor tremsport spaca., If it is not possible t7 bring uwp the
supply tralng, a further deteriorization of the supply situstion
must be expected.

One cauce of the crisls thus emphasized is given in the Diary entry for
20 July. "On the eveninp of July 192, four bridges over the Loire were
oliminated because of the lack of antialreraft protection." Actuslly
the oridzes had been Mellnminated! by positive action on the part of

1X Borber Command which attacked bridzes at Jantes, La Polgsoniere,
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Les Ponts du Ceo, and Tours la Riche between 1952 and 2002 on 19 July
gnd gave 2 lower estimate of damnge done than that contsined in the

. Germen statement. An entry on 20 July rounds out the enemy's
commentary on the inbterdietion program as affesting supply. Command-
ing General Vesht and Fleld linrshzl von Kluge then held that among
Hurgent measures' to be taken was "the assurance of increased munltion
and fusl supply by means of supply replacessnt bransvorts, the secu-
rity of vhich is %o be effected through flghter and antlaircraft pro-
tection, poarticularly for the Loire bridges so lmportant to the L?tg?
Army, !

. On 25 July the effect of interdietion on reinforcement of the
battle lines 1s sugzested by the comment thkat an arreement was then
reachsd to nakte a withdrawal which, by shortening the front, would
free troons for use elsevherea., It was made "only because it wag im.

. possible within eight days to brlag up fresh forces to the Army."

The above entrlies are all of unususl significance. Collectively
they eatablish the fact that interdiction was in July, as previously,
n canre of mejor dlfficultles to the enemy. Thosge of 19 and 20 Jwiy,
deseribing the enenmy situation in the days preceding the great
Amarican ssasult of the 25th, afford conclusive evidence that the
long conbtinmed work of interdiction on the part of the Ninth Alr Force
was one of the fundzmental causes for the treaz-through wesi of St. Lo

. and for 1ts rapld expleitation in the remalning days of J‘uly.m

«N
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American Evidemce

An offieial study by the Heonomie Objectives Tnit, Economic
Warfare Division, Bubassy of the U.S.A. (London) reinforces the
general conclusions drawn from Gerazan sources and adds pertinent
detalls concerning the effects of the interdiection DProgram on eneny
troop movements in the period 6 June to 26 July 1944.

Destruction of bridges over the Seine forced elements of five
eneny divielons to make the crossing by ferry., Some divislons eon-
ing fron Hollend, Fumanisa, or the U.S.8.R. detrained in the Paris
area and moved on foot to the battle area, 8Slx %o seven days were
required by the 16th GAF Division to make a march of 150 miles in
late June, while the 2¢h and 10th SS Panzer Divislons debrained at
Versallles and other polants just west of Paris and progeeded by night
warches on secondary roads, There was little wifornity in the time
their units required to reach the battlefield: one arrived after two
days, whlle othors consumed two weeks in their movement,

The broken bridgoes over the Loire “for most of the time con-
stituted an impassible barrier . . ., More than half of the troops
detrained at the Loire and marched gix to 12 Gays into battle," Iven
those which d1d cross on bridges which were teuporarliy in operation
did not advance more than 50 miles before detralning and subsaquently
moved on foot for four to 10 days, the extent of their march depend.-
ing on the availability of motor transport for part of the distance

which they had %6 cover. In conseguence three divigions comlng from
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the Bayonne and llarbonne areas averaged from 120 to 130 miles per

day south of the river, and only 75 to 90 miles per day north of

that barrler. The movement of one of these dlvisions (275th Infantry
Division) from zZayomne to the battle area began on 11 June and spread
over a month's fime, largely beczuse of delays caused by the chang.
ing status of Toire bridges, "Had even ono bridge been open over

the whole period, the move could have been accormllished in a con-
siderably shorier time, ™

The Amerlcan, like the German report imdicates that movement
from Erittany to the batile zone was soriously restricted, The
266th Infantry Division required the full 15 days from 11 {0 25 Jue
%0 negotiate 140 miles, limliting thelr morches o hours of darkness
and keeping as faxr as possivle to slde roads. In the same periad
the 3634 Infantry Dlvision took betwsen 14 snd 15 dzys to cover 150
niles. Both divieions utilized any available transnort--e.g. ,
bicycles and horse-drawn vebicles--to assist their novenent, It is
slonificant that elements of each were forced to detour sround such
bPlacs= ne Virs, lvranches, Villedleu, and Tessy beeaumse of bomb
damage to highways within those towns.

Attacks om bridces, raill cubblng, and the desirvction of rall
transport forced virtuslly all troop movements within the Selne-Loire
erc to take to the roads, Contlnued attacke on Qarlight roed move-~
ments by Tighter-tombers forced the enem;* to linit hie marckes to
the hours of darknesc and to disperse hls columns over secondary

roads, 3But the adoption of such procedures cost the enery dear.

o g
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tarch tlmobables were perforce lengthened because the nights were
chort and night movement 1g slower than that by day. loreover, dig-

- persed novement by company or pletoon unite meant that their arrival
at thelr destinatlon was dlsorderly, and eauscd wnits to be commitied
vleceueal with imadequate organization of commands,

Thanks to enemy repair activities, it was inevitable that 211
llnes should not be simultaneously blocked and that, after the first
two weeks had pessed, careful routing of trains sghould neutralize in
rart some of the effects of the interdiction progran. However, in
splte of the eneny's eneryy and skill, atitacks on troop trains in

. transit and the systematic interdiction of all availoble through
lines affected divisionel movements sisnificenmtly,

The gencral conclusions drawn from such evidence by the American
authorities are both eleor srd valuable. Beocause of interdiction

. the eneny war unsble to use the rall syetem inside the Selne Lolre
area for any large scale movement of frosps. . . ¥ Furthermore,
"the decirive reduction in the speed of movement to the front was
that caumsed by detrainzent at the rim of the Seine-Iolre are, and
wovement therefrom by 1T and on foot." %he net result of the effort
is summarized in the ewphatic statement thot "It 1e now evicent that
the eneny feiled to match the Allled build-up in the lodamt ares,
ead that the contimved attucks on his trensport facilitles pleyed a
. large part in tkat fallure, w22 mpe concentration of the Winth Alr

Foree upon the Interdietion program entitles it to a considerable
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share of credlt for the resulte evident in tke montks of Jume and

July 1944,

Attack:s on Enemy Supplies

The Yinth Alr Force freguently attucked fuel and emmnition dwums
through July. A wvarleby of intelligence, chiefly thkat derived from
prisoners of wer, indlecated that enemy shortazes of these two essen~
tialg were often of a eritical nature. lith a view %o reducirg the
enemy's stoeks, already depleted through the succesn of the interdic-
tlon program, the Ninth Alr Porce repeatedly attacked such dumps, par-
tleulerly those in close proximlty to the battle zone.

In the course of the month IX Bonber Command attacked 12 different
targets of this type at least once, a totel of 24 attacks being
delivered against three anmmition dumps, a fuel storage depot, and
elght fuel dumps. Since the dumps were usually located in denge woods
1% vas seldom possible to gauge the results of bombings with any real
accuracy. The appearance of craters in the target area was alrmost
the only evidence immediately available, but the deslre thot already
critical shortages should te rendered more acute erused IX Bombepr
Commond to assault six instellztions twice, two three times, and one
on four occasions within the perlod. The attacks were made by gingle
groups in 12 instances, by two groups in seven others, and by three
groupe in four eases. The size of the attacking force was partly
deternrined by the necesrity of assuring reasonable success in area

borbing.

N
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In necrly all cases the ftarcet aress were well hit, out as
noted above, no preclse assessnent of damoge ig possible with the
excention of five targets where ground observers! reporta cast
light on the situation. In two czses resulis were negative, All
three of the sttacks on the fuel dump at Foret de Conches (6, 22, 23
July) were mode after the enemy had evacusted 14,3 Some tank: trucks
In $he Foret é'Zcouves (11, 13 July) had been destroyed, but it +oo
was probably evacuabed when the two attacke of thie yerlod were
d.a:Li.ve:t'f;ar.l.8é In other cases positive recults are estzblighed. The
Foret de la Guerche was atbacked on 16 apd 3L July. There 100-pound
GP bombe had been used with marked effect on the druns stored in
bunkers or trenchers. llany were ruptured by insernal expansion and
all vere burned or scorched.®® The gasoline storage depot at Rennes
wag likevire twlce attacked by the mediums, and algo by fighter-borbers
in July, but the abtacks of the medivmg on 9 and 17 July seen to have
been responriole for most of the damnge Gone. This ineluded not
rerely 75 per cent damage to offices and warehouses, but also the
destruction of soume 2,000,000 liters of gasoline for which the
Wehrmacht hungerad.gs The observers! report on theilr flndlngs at the
amenition dunp at the Foret de Seronches (20, 26, 28 July) izcludes
the effects of the mediums' repcated attacke in Jure as well ag of
their three attacks by three groups each In July., EHere tke stores
were ranged In over 600 stacks well dicpersed over an arez of two
square miles, Seventy of these stacks had been destroyed, some by

catual strafing on the part of fiphtor-tombers, invelving the loss of

e —— \
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some 10 per cent of the sbores, Iluch of thie damage, however, was
apparently esuged by an attacl: on 26 Juno.27

Plghter-torbers also attacked fuel and smmmition dumps in the
course of the month. On oceasion 1X TAC struck at such targets., Tour
vwere hit In tke St. Io-Ferlers area between 5 and 16 July with fires
or exploslons resulting., Similar resulis were produced by attacks
¢f 18 and 16 July on two like targets in the same area, while black
swoke indleated that some measure of success attended the atiack
on & duzp at Vitre on the 17th. IX TaAC's most concentrated effort
against targets of thls type was made on the last day of the month
when no less than 16 strikes were scheduled on some 11 targete
selected by Headquarters Finth Alr Porce., Fuel tanks at Tours were
twlce altacked and left bumning. At Fennes fires and smoke followed
two boubings of the target area. Since no fires resulted after direct
hits on tenks at Pontorson and Angers, the contalners there were be—
lieved to have been empty. Six other targets were hit with lesg
defintte resulis observed. Fighter-borbers on armed reconralseance
under tho operational direction of IX FU geleclsdt such targets on
occasion, as vhen they hit a fuel dump ot Sems (18 July}, destroyed
an anmumition dump southeast of Tueil (16 July), damaged oil tanks at
Orlcane (20 July), ard destroyed one in the Amtens marshalling yard
(26 July).

In the case of attaclzs by the mediumg, avallable evidence
suggcests that where the dumps were stoclized at the time of the bomb-
ings the resultc were the best thkat could be expected in view of the

type of target attecked and the force exployed. Turthermore, in
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or fighter-beubters, two quentions arise., TFirst, did the destruction
of supplies contribube to the over-all shortage which we Jmow exlsted?
Here the answer i in the affirmative, although the extent of the
contritutlon can but seldom be estublished., Second, did the damage
done produce a local shorbage of critlcal proportions? To this ques-
tlon no definite answer ls possible. It con merely be sugsested that,
under prevulling conditions, even a suell loss, varticularly in the

.

battle ares, could well be the straw that broke the camel's 'ba*.t:lvc.':'8

R
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Chapter V

OFERACIONS IN AUGLST 1944

Tke Genersl Sltuation

Ihe Chengine Battlefronts

Auguet 1944 woe o moet notable month in the invarion of Burope,
The extent of the accommlighments inr elesriv chown bv the contrasiing
gltuatione vhich existed ot 1to Lezpinning cnd at its end, On 1
Avgust the territorv held by Allied armies wos amell, althourh the
breaiz-through at 5t, Lo ves being revidly exvlolited. The lines ren
wvest and eret through nositions routh of Csen and S5t, Lo end then
dlrned soulh, waralleling the cooat a short ddstonce inlend o3 far
ag the srea of Avrenches, By 1 Sentewber Brittany had been overrun
with the exccption of its porte at Bresgt, Lorieant, rnd 3%, Nezeire,
and Anerieen lines hod renched the Loire from the regicn of NHantes in
the west to Glen in the eacgt. DBy thalt seme dete Arerlcan foreces hod
crossed the Seine sbove mud below Paris snd overrun s great area to
the enct of the libercted cemitesl, Complegne, Laon, =nd Reims had
teen telzen on the northern flonk; to the ezut fthev hed resched the
Meuse at Verdun end crossed the upper Marne at St. Dizler; in the
gouth $hev had occunled tre regions of Trowes and Sers, On 1 August
the Bottle of Frarvce wrs onlv s week old, On 1 Septermber it was

ronidlv drevive to o close,
159
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Such were the over-all galne regdrtered on the ground by the
Twelfth U. 8. Army Group, The most dramatic action wes that of the
Third Army, which became operational on 1 August, 1t flrst drove its
robile columns throush the Avranches bottleneck west into Brittany
and south toworde the Loire, cubting off the Breton penimsula., Then,
with startling speed, some of 1ts unite swing northesst towerds
Arpentan, tlghtening the ncose abort the Norman pocket, while others
raced east to Parie and beyond to points within 60 miles of the
German frontier. Meanwhile the Flrst Army pushed south froum St. Lo
and fought to widen the coastal corridor by an eastward advance. In
the early daye of the month it stopped, in the liortaln region, the
Cerman counterattack whlch was deslgned to cut through to the coast at
Avrenchee and 80 gever the commnications upon which the Third Army )
depended. That done, 1%, wlih the sritish, the Canadisns, and the
Third U, S. Army closed in upon the ensuy, and as 1t gwept east to and
veyond the Selne, destroyed & large portion of hig ermy in Normexrdy.
The over-all resulbés were phenomensl, and never had tke jolnt resnon-
5ibllity of ground and alr for the achievements recorded been more
clearly evident, [The Ninth Adr Force was tezmed up wlth the Twelfth
Arny Groun, 1X TAGC soted in cooperation with the First U, §. Army,
and XIX TAC cocperated with the Third. Throughout the month mediums
and fighter-bombers of the Ninth were congtently employed to heln win
the Battle of France by missione involviag air-ground cooperation,
whosie tactical worth wae obvlous, ané likewiee by misslons whose

bearing upon eurrent operations was equally forceful--missions to
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icolate the battlefield and to destroy eneny communications and
supplies, The Finth was contlnuing to function as a Taetieal Alr

Forece,

Hinth Air Force Orgardzatiop and lovements

On 8 August 1944 liaj. Gen, Eoyt S. Vandenberg assured command
of the Iintk Air Force wvice Lt., (Gen. Lewis H, Brerecton, relleved. A
nevw hand wae at the helw, but many earller traditions were malntained,
none more vigorously then that get forth in General Breratonts oft-
repented slogan "Zeep lobile. ut

For the proper performance of ite taske, mobillity on the part
of thke Winth Alr Force was & prime requisite., To operate efficiently
Hinth Air Force combat units must be based on the continent and sas
close to the fighting fronts as possivle. The movement of fighter-
boubers from Britain to Frence had been begun in June when seven
grouwns decame operational on the continent, It continued through
July, andé by early Auvgust all were based in ."E‘z-.anc'.e.2 3 th the rapld
advanca of the grouvnd forces, changes of location in France were
necessary. and movements froa the orlginal tases in Formandy and the
Cotentin %o others In the vicinity of Remnes, Le !ans, Chatesudun,
and Paris were effected. Kot every move was of lumedlate advaniage.
Alrfield consiruction had bsen planned in accordance with estimated
zovenenta of ground forees, which in August advanced at a greater
specd and at times in other direetions than had bsen antielpated. On

occasion a move nmight bring the fishter-boubers no nearer the fighting

W
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than they had been in a pravious loecation, and operational diffienl-
tles vere often in evidence throusghout the month as the front acceler-
’ ated its easiward movement.s lledduns had begun to shift from their
Bssex bases between 18 Tuly and 5 August when the four groups of 98th
Wing establiched thenselyss in the Bourneaouth area. Ag continenial
fields proviously employed by flghier-boabers Tecame availzble, thase
same groups moved across the Chennel (16 to 30 August)., IX Bouber
Qonmiznd was itself alerted for such movement at the end of the month.
Tpan 1ts arrival on the continent operationnal control of the groups
bazed thers devolved upoh 98th ‘fng, which was furnished with a 1list
. of IX Zowber Comnand priority targets fron vhich it preparel its

mssio:m.4

Asspgintlon of Alr and Geound Headguarkers
Jobillity wos llkewdlszo denanded of UWinth Alr Force Headquarters
. and headquarters of IX and XIX TAC. It was essentisl that the opera-
tions controlled by Ninth Lir Force Hesmdgquarters be developed in
the oclosest assaclation with Beodguerters Twelfth Axymy Group, vwhich
had irsedlate tactloal command of all Americun groumd forces. Accord-
ingly headquartare at Uxbridge in Brifaln snd at Grandezmy les Balne
on the far shore were both closed at 2400,5 Avgust, and a single
headquariers opened at 3%, Sauveur Liendellin at 0001 on 6 August, It
was thore placad beslde Advancod Headquarters Twelfth Army Group whose
. =2 Alr and =3 Alr wers established in the Xinth Alr Foree (perations

Jenber. Advanced Headgquariers ARF was located st the same spot. A
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later move (23 August) to a position east of Iaval maintained this
closs assoclation of ground and air, in the main, although the
innedinte connection with Headquarters Twelfth Army Group was
severed.5

IX TAC strive to continue its inbtimacy with FUSA in ite success-
ive moves to Canisy (2 .ingust), o Coutourray (12 August), =and to
Haleine (22 Augast).s XIX 740 had established an advanced head-
querters betwoeen Lessay and Coubtonces on 31 July, in proximity to
Headquarters Third U, S. Army (TUSA), In an effort to malntnin this
assoclation, later moves wers ne-otiated to Beauchamps, east of
Granville (3 iugust), to St. Jemos (7 August), to Les Chenes Secs,
north of Laval (15 august), snd to Aunteinville, near the Forst de
Marchenoire, south of Chatesudwn {30 August).’? If any heudauarters
was to maintein effective operationsl control of its componsnts,
complete wire coamunieations with them were necessary, but as the
armies raced eastward their headouarters moved with almost equal speed
and at a rabe vhich alr force communicatlons could not hope to equal.
This was partieuwlarly true of TAC Headquarters. As early as 7 Adugust,
therefore, 1X TAC conatituted a flyiny colurm, and XIX TAC an ad-
vanced echelon to accompany Advanced Headquarters FUSA and TUSA,
respectively. Completely moblle, the operations officers who composed
these wnlés nainiained contact with the armles and with their own
operational headousrters which, perforece, lagsed behind. They were
powerfully reinforced in thelr effort o effect full air-ground coopera-

tion by the freguent presunce of thelr respective commanding generals

S——
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et the advonced headquarters of the arwy with whieh they were
asrocinted, 8

Ihe assoclatlion of linth Air Force Hendguarters with thnt of
Twelfth Army Grouwp was lmperative throughout thls critical period.
At best it was difficult to lay on preplanned missions., Bomb lines
established by the armles were dif{icult to ascsriain in days vwhen
the front wza advancing at great speed end when communications wers
often improviged or inadequote, Intsllicsnce was often none too
DPlentiful, and the use of the combined resources of sir and ground
vas required for the proper information of both, iloreover, German
deception tarouzh the use of VHF required the provision of comnter-
nensures end safezards, Only through the full uwtilization of all
avallable resources, those of alr complementing thosa of ground, was
1% possidle to plan and exccube the exirasrdinary ground-slr opera-

tions of August 1944,

IX Taetical Alr (ommand

IX TAG flev 378 missions,apragnting o total of 12,305 gorties
in the month of Auzust 1944.9 The rocords for the period uass the
phrases "Armorzd Solunn Cover® anil ®#irmed Feconmalssance! ag des-
criptive titles for the greater part of these missions, the balince
belng spesial fasits undertoken at the directlon of suporior head-
guarters or ot Jirmy request. With very few encegtlons, the areas
or targets nsalmed to all migslons lay west of the Selne or north

of the Loire, lorzover, by far the greater nart of these areas nnd

CRER—
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targels wore within or very closc to the battle lines of the moaent,
nobably as the lines drew nearer the great rivers. All overations
wers of a tactical naturs, but beecwuse of the nbove facks it 1s
difficult to distingulch between those vhich should be slassed as
direct alr-ground conperation in assoelation with the battlefleld
efiort of ground iroops and thoge whose tactical relationship with
such effort is to be classed as indirect rather thun imaediate,

Such distlactions must, however, be attemnted,

drgored Coluzn Cover in iugust
Armored column cover missions, obviously involving close coopera-

tion with FUSA's operations, were flown on 21 days of the month, air-

craft from one to four groups being assisned each day, largely
veccuse the 0AT tended to be more aggressive than in the earlier
nerind, elght airoraft nov constituted the usuwal patrol, remaining
in the aren for one and one-half hours snd condueting reconnsissance
gsomte 20 miles in advance of the column when reoueste had been accom—
plished or 1f no requests were forthcoming., The techniques earlier
ounloyed were continued and werfected. In one case the A-3 of 368th
Jighter-Bodber Group spent five days with the 3@ Armored Division in
order thet the latter's selection of appropriate targets for air
attacls might be luproved, DTowards the end of the month, as the dis-

tance separating alr basos from the hends of columns increased, alpr-

craft on arsored column cover had o exploy belly tanks in the execution

————
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of thelir mission.s.lo A few exauples serve o indleate that, as pre-
viously, theze nmlgsions wers effective.

The nost notable of thase ocourred on the second day of the nonth
when "Poodle' (a2 cuibat command of 34 irmored Division) was held w
by guns in boildings northwest of lortain, Aslreraft of 368th Fighter-
Bomber Group were celled upon to bomd, which they ald, scoring
direct hite which allowed the column to praceed. It was again held
up ab the next town, St. Barthelemy, bub escorting aireraft again
Ylosted the fortifled positions and recelved thelr reward in seeing
our arior enter llortain at 1815 hours. On 5 August ground requentoed
thet both ends of a brldge be boubed $0 explode wlnes, bub asted that
the dridge itself not be attacked, Thies was done, The next day &
aisslon buubed a rosd northeast of Vire ond destroyed a steeple
(possible OP), an antiaireraft emplaceuent, and other gon positions,
On 7 Angust planes of 364th Fighter-Bomber Group bombed woods south
of Brecey and produced a terrific explosion. U orpayt (A Armored
Division) then directed theu agalnst 88-uillimeter gune located in
voods. the results were good, since many gun flashes were seen in
the areu before the toubing and none after 1%, Mlurphy!s report was
that the aireraft had done z fine job. The followving day nircraft of
366th ¥B Group dlstingulshed themselves when one formation degstroyed
b tunke and damaged 8 othars, =nd another elaimed 12 tanks, 8 .0
(5 carrying ammmition), 5 horse-~drawn vehicles yand 3 horse-drawn
flak guns. The erews of six flak guns on a road west of  loriain wers

wiped out oy one forastion on the 9%h; another on the 10th attacked

"——
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gun positions near Sourdeval, which ground forces knocked oul so
completely as to deserve commendntion., On 10 Auwgust alreraft of

4044w FB Groun, escorting the 34 Armored Divislon, twlce bombed the
town of Ranes at ground's reguest, and strafed near-by roads with
narlked effaet, A single formation 1igted 15 tanke, 4 armored vehicles,
and 2 gun posltions amens its claims; while the elaims of the 11 for-
mations of 404th I3 Grown, which furnished "flylng interference! dur-
inz the day, totaled 29 tanks, 12 armored vehlcles, 5 half-tracks, 35
170, and & gun nositions destroyed. The followlng day a forantion
affording cover deantroyed two ban'ts, 11 I'T, and =n ambulence which was
towlag un B8-nilllimeter gum. Fifty 1T were claimed by on escoriling
forustion of 368th FB Group on 25 lusust, On the 27th 16 of 404th FR
Group's P-47's enmaged in escort vere Jumped by over 40 eneny alrersft.
Thelr claius wers 11-4-1 for a less of four, OCther armored column
cover plisslions produced less striking effects individually, although

the agsregate result of the sustained endeaver was great,

Alr-Ground {ooperation, 1 fo 7 August

Fany aren missions descriped as armed reconnalssance,nany others
undertaizen as the result of joint mlans developed by IX TAC and FUSA,
and such few ag were flown 1ln this merloed ot the request of Aray
corps and divislons litewlise fnll under the hending of dirset air-
ground coogeration. In these misslons nilots had to exercise unusual
care in bombing as the month of August wore om., Cn ths onehand,

enemy pociets of resistance remained within territory which was for

*

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

wall— 168

the most part oceupled by Ameriean troope, while on the othor hand
friendly uwnivs wers cperating deen in enemy territory. “now your
target before you hit 14" becams the current motto by preseriptisn.
Soleeted exarmles must again serve to exhldit the nature and the
rasulds of theze activitine,

Alr-grownd cooperatlon nissions of this type were but few in
the first weck of iugust since most armed reconnsissance was con-
cerned with areas somevhat removed from the exlsting babtle lines.
Howevar, on the 4th, ground comtrol dirscted onc armed recce against
four tanks, two of which wore destroyed. Tha reainine w0 were
danaged and troops strufed. On the sane day 'wrnhy' mave another
arred reece o target in the shave of a traop concentrution in woonds
southwest of Vire. Hwenty-four touwbs fell in the area and produced
& 1lnrge explosion. On 7 Aupust a divisional command post at Vengeons
was Blt ms requested by XX Corms, which marked the target with red

smoke,

Jir-Ground Copperation in Critical Davs, & o 14 iugust

Alr-srownd cooperation missions on the part of IX TAC became an
outstanding feature of iHs operatlons beglmnlng with 8 Avgust, On
the nizht of 7-8 August the enemy launched his counterattack from
the llortaln ares with Avrancacs as 1ts objective, This action, de-
signed to cut the American commmicutions in the bottlenecs, had been
deterzined on the 4th, It was vigorously pursued in the flays wonleh
followed, but the joint resistance of ground and alr was such that on

14 Aucust the cnemy was forced to plan n genersl wi thdrawal, and on

i _
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the 16th to order retirement beyond the Orne.ll British armles
Joined in the Allied counbermeasures, and TAT's 28 Tactical Alr
Torce likeidige cosperated.

IX TAC exerted it maxinum effort in the battle area. In the
seven days 8 to 14 sugust it flew a total of 4,012 sorties, mearly
all of them in direct air-zreund cooperntion, Onm the 12th, €73 were
flown, dropplng 310.8 tons of Tonbks. Daily elaimsg, most of thew
derived from actions in the battle ares, stand in direct relation
Yo the effory expended and the targets offerved. For exzupnle, on 8
Auvguet 832 sortles rosulted in the desbruction of 47 tunks and 122
IZ; on the 13th, 649 sorties secounted for 106 armored vehicles and
570 MI; and on the 14th, 614 sorties guve rlee to claims of £G
arzored vehleles and 248 LT destroyed. Fouwrteen squadron-strensth
nissions in the La Perte.~Talrisecirgentan area cleimed 18 tonlts and
70 1.7 on the 13th. Tne actions of indiviéual groups possess a lilke
interest. On 14 August 72 alrersft of 3835k 33 Group clzimed the
testruction of 5 tanks znd 94 '7; on the 16th., &6 alrerait clained
16 temize and 53 LT; while ike next day 40 airerast llsted 24 tanka
and 37 UT among the eneny materiel destroyed. Cue migsion by the
3€6th ¥B Grovp in the Argentan area denolished & tanits, danaged 4
others, and destroyed 12 1T on 12 .ugust, while a squadron of 368th
Group desgtrored two gune towed by embulances near Ger, and then at
Turphyia’ dircetion borded the town and left it bumning, Thet same

doy the 366th Groun's clairg of 8 tanks, 5 self-propelled gune, 1 Zan
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enplacecent, and 89 LT earned a commendoticn from the Commzndlng
Genoral, IX TAC., A forfution from the same croup dié a nmetable job
the follewing day (13 Augued). It first sighted two trucks under
trees tn & rozd newr Carrouges ond almost immedictely noted vhat
appeared to be trees In the ziddle of tho rond, C(loser eramination
@lscloscd thnt serme Z0 gns triee were porked in the ares, and that
at least sixz tenls were v Tu>lling from ther, The area wag both
vombed ard strofed; fires apnesred along a lire one and a half miles
long, and exploslons of auwvnition trucks were obeerved.

In zecordence with the joint plans of IX BAC and FUSA three gun
prositiens and tvo tank: concentrations in the Sourdeval-llortein area
were attocked on € Auguct. A total of ot least 14 gune and six tanks
were clalmed destroyed. At the request of VII Corps a trocp concen—
tration nesr Juvigny wns attaecked on the 9th, and bombs fell 1n tke
suoke~narked target area. The next day a reguest by VII Corps for
the borblng of tanks and IT west of Sourdeval was answered with re-
sulting fires in the ares attacked, On 12 Avrust the 24 Infentry
Division requocted that some five infantry rositions be dealt with.
All were attzclked with reported results of ¥good! or Usxzeellent, M

In this sare pericd (8 $o 14 sugust) IX T4AD and FUSA planned alx
obbtecks on rosd Jumeotions in the Flers-Tomfront-!lortain-Sourdeval
area, Cn the 9th four such targete were hit with bombs carrying the
aguval fuzes. In the evening atiacis agalnst llke tarsets on each of

the four follewing days, some instantanecus fuzlngs were employed, but

= —— S
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for the most part the bonbs were armed with fuzes providing deleys

of frou six to 12 hours with the hope, as when such fuzings had been
previously uwsed, of impeding enemy movement at night, Seversl targets
vere asciined to ecch of the miamsions thus flown in &% least sauadron
strength, Tour teok place on the 10th, four more on the 1llth, three
on the 1%th, and one on the 13th, The origin ard the loentlon of the
targets of there nlssions canse then to be recorded here rother than
under the hewcdipg of Interdiction,

Some unusuwal direct alr-ground cooperation riseions were flown
in this pericd. Adrcraft of IX TAC, flying escort $o the C=47ts of
IX TCC which scught to resupply the 28 Fabtalion of 120th Infintry
Peglment dsoluted esst of liortaln on 10 Auwgust, incidentally scored
hite on three enenmy gun positiens, Tho followirg day a squudron of
P-47's themgelves dronved svoplies. On 14 Avguet 34 Armored Division
requested that plasna be dronped for the uge of one of their advaneing
unite. Withln twvo and cope.~half hours after the origin of the request
the plosma was dropped znd pilote szuw it picked up by U, 5. ground

HTOCDS.

alr-Ground Cogperailon, 1b fo 31 Lugush
Tirect Cooperatlen
Yhe develoring ground situation detcrmimed that drect alr-ground
cooporation on the part of IX TiC ghould contirue =8 a prominent
feature of 1ts activitien durings the remnindor of tke month (15 to

21 fuguet),  The Cerzer lunge agminst Avreanches had been stopped and

L
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Allied comntermeanures threatened to annihil-te hls arnies in
Tormrnéy. The nmdvence of the Third U, S, Army to the vieinity of
argentan, courled with the Pritish movement south in the Felsise
area, steadily narrowed the only corridor throusgh wihdch enemy troons
west of those polnts could hope to escspe from tke pocket thue
created. By 17 Avgust a figbhter-bomber pilet rerorted that “the
vhole goddsr Germen .ruy was moving thvcusgh this gap,! while the
pocket had been so reduced thot bomh lines wittin it were eliminated.
Two daye later, patrols of the 90th V. &, Infurtry Division and the
Foligh imored Divicion, operating vith the Canmaciang, met. The
pocizet woes wopped up in the doys which followed, and Aliied rriles,
advencing to tne east, erossed the Seine at Mombtes-Gassicourt and at
Vernon by 22 Auust and corpressed the rempants of the Gerusn forces
in Yortandy into o norrow cres on the weeb banl: of the Seine between

Yernon gand the sez.

Arned Peconnalscance

In this peried, 15 to 31 Awust, armed recormaiesance miznions
were of frequent occurrence and the areas assigned usually lax within
the battle rzone or in its imredinte recr. Tue "Deep! area assigned
on 17 Ausust renged from lantes-Gaseicourt to Fowdan to Breteuil, and
henee loy wert of the Seine, "Selne Fiver ares’” is the title erplayed
in deseribing armed recces on 18 jmgust amd later. ot until the end
of the uonth were areas assigned eust of the Seire-Teimg-Herpy-

Juvincourt; those of houﬂnq,‘ewtﬂl'ﬂ'ai,E,-uoiﬁ..fxons were prescribed on 27
iy
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Lugust, and Amleng-St. Quentin-Corplegne-Beuuvuls on the 3lst, The

tangled trancport of the dlrorganized enenmy colurms and thelr means
of escape across the Seine constituted the chlef targets for IX TAC'g
fighter-tombers in a congtantly chrinking area, IX T4Cts totel elainms
of 612 1 destroyed on 17 August, 419 on the 23d, and 227 and 294 on
the 28th ond 3lst, respectively, indicate the extent of damsge done
cn daye vhen the hmunting was partionlarly good, Avmored vehlcles

were also hard hit--72 were claimed destroryed on the 15th, 34 on the

followlng ay, 69 on the 25tk, end 24 on the S8k, Y

On 15 Angust

one formztlon of 367th ¥ Groun assisted tenks shelling Ie Trerblay le
Yicomte by bombing the town; while another, blocking a column of 30
vehiclec and tans by hitting 1ts head and tail, scored 24 hits,
Perges on the Seine or ite tributories oopear in the eleims of 18
August, uaen some 17 formations ovar the Seine Rlver irea revorted

€8 barges, ono leck, and a pontoon bdridce (Lee indelys) destroved. On
the Z0th seven missions of cquadron strength accounted for 13 barges
and dnraged docks and a stecmer. On the scne day, and once agoin in
the felne arex, an wumusual episode occurred when ?E~plus 1T mrked
with the Zed Cross symbol were seen clustercd ohout a ferry terninal
nexr Vennbles on the wegt bank, They were first identified as
rilitary vehlcles, erd then bombed and strafed. Blaeck smoke and
viclent explosions proved that the ldentification was correct. Terrles
and thelr terinals were also hit on the 234 and 25th, It is note-

worthy that on occasion lexflet hembs were dropped on the pocket and

on the withdreval areas (e.gf., 15, 18 Auguct) in the khope of lowering

eneny morale, “
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Air Strikes on Commmications Targets

Abtacks on speclfied commmunleations targets supnlenented armed
reconnnlssence and were, in most ceses, of a nature which causes then
t0 be rated as air strilzes in alr-ground cooperation. Pive !0 were
destroyed by Napalr on the road batveen Briouze and Fzlolce (16
Auguet), An atbze™ on the bridge at Mbeuf (18 Avgust) resulted in
fowr hits on the approwcher, A bridgze urder construction over the
lower Seine was heavily bombod (22 ivgust) with 15 hits reported in
the target area; and a new wooden bridge near Olssel was destroyed
(25 Avgust), together with BC-plus iiT which stood buuper to bumper,
Earlier (20 :mpust) six sguadron-sirength misslons hod dropped delayed-
acetion boubs on Seine ferry croscings which the eneny was uging at

ulsht,

St. Halo and the Ile de Cezeubre

Dircet alr-ground cooperztion on the part of IX TAC was further
in evidence in the redrcticn of St. llalo and the Ile de Cezembre.
On 17 sugust 35 plemes of 370th ¥2 Growp dropped two lapelm bembds
on the citsdel befare they received word from ground that its
surrender hnd been effectsed; they then dellvered the belance of treir
load on the obstinate Ile de Cezewbre. 4rain on 31 Awgust IX Tactical
Alr Comuand atlacked the latter stromghold, thie time as part of an
alr, grownd, ané sea attack which kad been carefully coordinsted.
Yefdums of IX Bomber Comnard znd ILancasters of PAP Bomber Command

opened the aerial asseult as 8. darsplie, covered by plones of
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EO0th ¥T Group, delivered sslvoes of lE-inch armor-plercing nrojec-
tiles., At iatervals field arftillery direeted the fire of 165's and
~ 8-irch and 240-mlllimeter guns at embrasures, ports, and tunnel en-
trances, Tlnelly, 33 P-38's of 370th FB Group rained down Napalm
oombe, G-3 ALlr of Tuelfth Army Group reported that veteran artillery-
zen were loet in admiration as the Iinth Air Torce planes eireled
the targeb, walted for the smoke to ¢lear, and then peeled off and
bombed. At 1800 & demand was nade for tho island's surrender, but
no czpitulntion resulted until 2 September, since the German commander

lackced the neecessary permdssion of higher headquarters.la

Qther Iactlcal Qperatlons
The above nsrrative of IX PAC's effort by way of air-ground
cooperation in dircet relationship to the ground effort indicates
that such actions sbeorbed the tmlk of ite resources and energles
. throughout Awrust 1944, Oertain other activities must, howvever, be
recorded to corplete the picture. They, itco, are tactical in nature
and related to the ground effort, but their commection therevith aprears
to be rather less direct than the actione already chronleled, Thelir
purposes were varled: to destroy enemy materiel, partieularly by the
attrition of his eritieal supplieg, to dlsrupt his vowers of command
by attacks on headcuarters, to delay his retrest, and by continmed

attaclis so to haresas his persommel as to reduce thelr morale,

Fransportation Targets

Turing the first week of iugust mlesionn in the nature of nrmed
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reconnalasance cccaslorally czrried alreraft of IX TAC as far afield

ag Cambral, Soissons, Neverg, and Poitlers (L, 2, 4, 5 August), Some
daunge was done Yo rall targets, as when the locomotlve and 10 cars

of a troop traln were hit and tracks cub in the St. Cyr-Orleans-
Mevers arec und vhen three troins were destroyed mear Sawwr (5 August).
Agaln In tke closing days of the month nome arred recces flew to the
esst of Farle, On 27 Avgust two nissions in the Peoims-leauvals-
Solesons area listed LT and horce-drawn vehicles, togetner with 18
barges among their elaims, A third mission in the gare area and on

the gzme day concentrated on reil targets and elaired three locomotives
and 50 cars destroyed, while 2 fourth claired the destruetion of ow.p
100 tanx cars in the yards et Chantllly. On 31 Jugust two missions,
ooch of group strenzth, in the Aniens-St. Guentin-Beauvais area
clalzed 123 1, 9 armored vehielos, snd 92 horse-draim vehicles as
their contribation to the afilistlions of the retrszting enemy, Such
actions as thegs ware obriously related both to the activities of

arerican ground foresa ond to the inbterdictlon propram,

Damps
In an effort further to orippls the enexy, IX Taetioul air
Comand conblmiel ty sitve’s fuel, ammmliion, and supply durpa,
Attacts on fuel dlstribution polnbts had the greatest sipmlficsnee beesusze
the Zighth 2ir Fores was engaged in boubing the sources of sach swpulies,
In the opening days of the month dumps ot Domfroni, Fennes, and Jngers,

and in the vielnity of Crleans, Tours, and Troyes wers abtacked with

1 ¥

-
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satlsfactory resulis (1, 4 August); while the familiar torsets in
“ the Foret d'Andoine were hit again (6 susust) with no results ob-
gcerved, In tho perlod of the Geruan counterattac: Turther missions
vere dlrezted against like targsts on each day frum 8 through 13
Aymst, Dumps in the Domfront ares, in tha Forst de Coevran, Toret
&!'Eeoaves, Foret d'Andaine, Toret de Semonches, snd Foret de Ram-
boulllet wers hit, as were others eaxst of Dreux and near aintenon
and Briouze. On 22 August supply dwms in the Forst de Bretonne were
attacksd and fired. 4s a rule the missions were of squadron strsngbh.
Exact results could not ve deterained, although some explosions and

iires were praduced.

Alrfields and Aerial Combat
Attacits on enemy airfields wers in order im Aupust because of
the increased activity of the GA¥. Funways were danaged and fires
. started at Beauvais-Tille (18 August). Dignersuls, buildlngzs, or run-
woys were hit in attaciks on flelds at Laon-Athies, Laon-Chanbry,
Juvincourt, mnd Clustres, and on encther nenr Boye in attacis which
destroyed a total of nins eneny aircraft in the alr and 10 on the
pround (22 August). On 25 August IX TAC delivered exceedingly power-
ful blows ezst of Parls and llkewlse south of the Ioire. Three
squadrons of 379th FB Group weres disnateched agalnst alrfields in the
5t, ‘mentin area, Hangasrs and runways were hit on seversl flelds,
. bus nore irportent were the elaims of 20-3-6 in air combat for a loss

of seven. Two squmdrons of 474th EB Group, Senb against the fields

~I_-—\
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&t Tergnles, Laon-Chambry, ond Herpy, engaged in ailr combat also,
They losi .4 total of 11 plenes against clailms of 21-3-15. On the
same day actlon was taken agalnet [ielde at Cognze snd Dijon, which
the enruy was kmawn to be uming for the evacusbion of troops caught
between the American Third :nd Seventh Aruies. A Cognac two
squadrons, one frouw the 365tk and the other from the B367th T3 Group ,
destrayed 12 enemy airer. .l on the ground., Ton were troog-corrying
JU-52's, & squadron of 370th FB Grous and another from the 367th
attacked Dljon, destroying 21 enemy aireraft, lacluding 20 JU-52's
on the graund, and damaging three. The total clalmg of IX TAC for
the day were thus 41-8-21 in the air and 21-0-3 on the ground, Tor

2 grand total of 62-5-24, Such elaims, coupled with the stendy
maintenonce of armed recommaissance and armored column cover, heln

to explain our overwvhelming air superiorlty. Mot the least of the
resalts which were derived fron thip was taeo wninterronted Now of
reinforcements ond supnliss over the roads frou the beaches to the
fighting lines., The roads were of necessity crovded, and offersd idezl
targets for attacks from the air whieh seldonm moterialized. That they
aid not was one of the miracles of the Batile of France. Alrfislds
in the Dijon, Bourges, and Gognac arsas were agedn hit on 26 ang 27
August with foful growmd elalams of 22-0-4, while damage vas inflicted

at Peronne, Poye Amy, and Fosleres op the 23%h.

Dremy Heodausriers
On cccasion information gathered by intelligence coused IX

“actlenl Alr Comiand to deliver atitacks on enemy headgquarters., Two

[P At
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sush atbtacizs, made in the nonth of August, were notable. On the 25th
vhat was reputed $0 be von Hluge's headrunrters at Verzy. southeast
of Beims, woo hit with 24 lapalm tonles gnd left burning furiously. Ite
pergimnol m:;.y, however, kaove found safety in near-by caves., Iarlier
(17 augact) three squadrons of 474%h FB Grouwn attacked as many pine
pointed tarzets In ¢ Gestans headquoartsrs near Chateauroux, south of
the Loire., Bad weather prevailed as the strikes wer> delivered, hut
pllots' reports of the bombing end strafing wers enthuslastle, record-
ing dzmnee to sbtructures and persomel, rnd ligbing two hitz on the
front door of the maln bwilding, ILater resorts froa the ground
indiented thet those claims were fully justified. Four builiings on
an airfield ond two chntenun were deuolished, ss were a station used
for headguorters passing through, and a notor par's containing some 200
vehieles. (Oorzan personnel suffered gevere casunlties. Headouarters
TUSA extonled 1lts than'ss and congratulations for the misslon which 1t

Geserived as 5 complste succass.ls

Decanlialation

Weather had an adverse effect upon operations of all types during
the nonth. On taree days (21, 29, 30 Au~ust) no operations were
possible. Orerations were frequently reastriceted on others, particulariy
waen night dew was ftransforsed into ground hasze or fog over basesg or
in targst areas. 2ut the situntlon was such that missions were flown
vaensver there was any chence for thelr exocution. Tne 673 sorbies
of 12 iugust constituted the month's nighs the 161 sorties on the

19%th was the low for the perlod. As prevlously reuarked, the total

AN
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sortles by IX TAC in Augsust reachsd the notaols total eof 132,305,
Its effort, 1n vhich air-griund cooperation fizured so prominently,
was paried by the loss of 123 alreraft and by the month's total
elaims of 63-2-19 enemy aireraft on the ground and 981-18-35 in the

olr, 2

XIX Tactieal Alr Cormand

The association of XIX TAC with Third U, S. Army (YUSA) was as
intinate as that of IX TAC and First U. 8. army (FUSA)., To an even
greater degres than in the case of IX TAC, the missions of XIX TAC,
under the command of 3Brilg. Gea. Otto P, Weyland, were in direct air-
ground cooperation, The problems involved wers enormous. Technical
diffienltles in maintaining commumisations betwsen grownd end sir
uits were frequently in evidence., Awmored colwms split up into two
or more combat teans, thereby making demnnds for Aly Support Parties
boyond anything envisaged in sir foree P/0's. XNotably after Genoral
Patton's codumns turnel eastward on G Aucust and began their femous
"end run," the rapld advance of the battls lines gave rise to the new
problens eoncerning the location of headnuarters, as was mentioned
above, and left alr dbases so far to the rear that alreraft wers often
fTorced to operate at extreme rampe, reburning te base with tanks
nearly bono-dry or refuelling at a forward field before completing
thelr missions.lﬁ In spite ¢ all difficulties, however, the achleve~

ments of XIX TAC wers on o grand ceale,

“
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Thres groups of fighter-horbors were avallable when XIX TAC
became operatior~l on the contlnent on 1 Auvsgust. By the Sth a toizml
of flve groups was wunder its control, and by 7 August, nine, In
the course of the month 12,292 sortiss were flown, an average of
438 for each of the 28 operational days., On a single day (9 Auvgust)
73 mlssione usre flowm wnlch involved 780 gorties, and on only thyee

days (1, 24, 28 surust) did the total sorties made fall below 200.16

Shargcteristlc Activities, 1 fo 7 August

Tha very pature of the operatlons lnvolved in dlrect alr-ground
coonerbion precludes the posslbility of renlderlng a completo and
necarnts report wion them, The fleetling nature of fighter-bomber
attse’s, the indletinet gunlity of the tarzets, and the smoks and dust
ineldend o the attack all contribute to suchk a result. Once again
we must depend upon avallable exammles to indicate the nature and
affect of such ac‘!‘.‘len.l?

During the flrst wec!: of 1ts association with TUSA, XIX TAC
provided excellent sazmles of the work it war to do throughout the
month in direct alr-grouwnd cooperstion, Flying cover for the 24
armored Dlvislon in the Tessy area, two flights of 3624 FB Growp
destroyed a tatal of sevan tanlte, damaged smother, and sllenced six
gun pasitions on 1 Auguet. Fockets of 406th =B Group destriyed two
tanzs and two four-gun batterlec on the 24, while its bambs eovered

a sxzoke-asarlied target weast of Tire with results unobserved. On

2 auzast, also, 3634 FD Grown flew five elght-plrne missions t9 cover
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the Avranchos bottlencel:, vhile with a vievw to protecting communica-
tions between the advancing colwme and that vital srexn, airerafs
~ returning fron armored colun cover were dirested o muw'ze perlodic
swoeps ovur the rear of thelr colwms and ia the dirseiion of Avrancaes.
On the 34 an element of 405th F3 Growy was veetored o o road south
of Pemnes vilch 11 boxbed amd strafed, destroying 22 1T and four
horse-drawn vehicles. A scusdron of 3734 T3 Group dastroved an
LA position north of Femmes on 4 August, end on the following day
11 xiselons by elght elrcraft each of 405th FB Group claimed as
deatroyed B2 T, ¢ horee-drawm vehieles, and 3 self-propelled guns,
. On the Bth, likeuise, 3588th FB Group reporied that American troons
were storzing in%o llortain from the went., Two elesents of 405th T2
Croup accounted for 13 tanks rnd 8 1T By rockst fira and Ffor another
16 I by strefing on 7 August. Cn the same day, 3634 Groun flew 15
arzered eolwmn eover micolons over the Brest peniunsula, bomblng on
. azmmition eonvoy sheltered in woods at Ploncgot., Teporis of such
charasteristic zetivitica fill the "Onrepo® for the balance of the
wonth, ITransport end strong points, tanlza sno gan pasitions, smoke-
mwrized areas, and others desifmated by pin points were under constant
attack by XIX 40 in the course of the 28 operstlonal days in Augnsh
1844, ond reports of the positions of friendly and eneny troops were
regalarly subaltted,
The seale of this effort was motable: 3834 froun flew 7 such
. misclons on 4 /mgust, 15 on the 7th, 12 on the Sth, and 15 on the Dth.
Cn 4 and § Aucuet, 11 such nmissicns vere flovm by 405th IS Group,

M
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followad by 17 on 14 August and 15 on the 15th., The ordinary effort

was twos grouwp missions per day, or six squsdron missioms or 72 sorties.

Zechuliues znd Erodlens

Cover for the armored columne was furnished by elements of from
cight to 12 alreraft, rclleving one another in rotatlon. On arrival
at the desismotcd area, the leadicr cheeted in with the flight leader
being relieved and also with the Air Suprort Iarty on the ground.
fhe rellcving eleucnt woa then rezdy to sct on informution recelved
from the grourd, and to curry oub the stundord operating procedure of
ratroliing ahkesd o a disdomee of 36 rdles to ceel: out the enemy, to
ottock sultulble targets, srd to report kie positions $o the armored
colizn. She nucber of alroraft emploryed and thely bowd load voried
vith the acount of enemy nanmor opuosirg the movement of the Amerlcan
colum and the possibility of encommtering enery alrexaft, TFor
exannle, in the ares between Le lians cnd Fontuincblean, where few
thick-rkinned enemy vehleles were encountered, it wos poseible elmost
to digrense vith careying bombe, since the desired reeults could be
obtaiped by strafing. Arror-plercing incendicry anrmmition was found
to be the most effcetlve for strafing, as for cther purnoses, and ex-
verienec proved that tankr could be set on flre by straflng atbacks
from the rear. In the Iontes-Casricourt region, close to Poris and
the enery's fighter fields, only ome-third of our sireraft were hembed
un beecure of the frequeney of encounters with ememy sireraft. The

dancce inflicted by intenze light flak over comcentrations of cneny
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treops rendeved operailons under 3,500 feet lumpracticable. Tor dive
borblng a 6,000-foot eollirg with broken elotd wer reculred, The
cffoctive radius for the P-47 with full Tomb load tut without snure
tork wos 200 miles., The sparc tank (180 gollens) ircreaced this
¢igtence to 350 miles. For the P-D) the radius was 305 miles on
fighter sweeps 'ithout tanke, or absut €00 rdles with 1t., The noret
frequently erployed loanding was two ECO-pound GP borbs with instantan-
eous fuze. This bord was cultable for use azsinst zost militery in-
stallcotions net protecied by reinforced conerete or nusonrv, TFor rail
cuttlng on elght- to ll-geconds @clap~-fuze wns exployed. Freg
clucters and 200-pound froge werc on occzsicn euploysd aralnst per-
sonnel and thin-glivned vehlcles, notedly cyuinst the concentrations
in the irgonian pocket. Iepalm, pleced in belly tanlse provided with
a detonctor and dropvped from minirum sltitude witnout the use of &
sleht, une infrecuently though profitably :usea.

Corvwmientions with the ground were often éiffioult and ot tires
impossibdle--cro.ded chernels, poor recapticn, and excescive "ehatier™
belng freouently rerorted; but this situaticn veos loproved 3y o rew
asslonment of frequencies, The eneny ab times sought to confuse the
sdfuation by glving folse dlrsctlcns to dlvers or to trap Anerican
alrereft., Demands for suthenticotien usually dlrclosed the $rue
noture of the senler, am in the extrere coee vwhere the emeny wus
agized~-and falled--to sing Miirzie Boats.*’w

It is not to be asswied thot wniferr guccess atterded all micsions,

Pendon exerples from the experisnce of 358th IB Group indleste that

w
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results verled greatly and tkat they were at tlmes disepscointing.
On 9 August this group dlspatched 11 sguadron-strength missions on

~ sssault area cover in the le limp-Laval-Fougeres reslon., In elght
instances econtact wes establiched with the growrd. In one case the
indlenked terget could not te discovered, in another lack of fuel pre-
vented investipgntion of the derlgnnted area, In four cases ne targeis
vera glven to the ecovering plones, Furthermore, one of the souadrong.-
the last dlspatched in the course of the doy--was recalled, while seven
brought thelr bombe back to base although nlanes from one of these
(probably those assimed to escort and hence not carrying bombs)

. shtrufed horse-drawn artillery. Two enemy tank elexcnis were, however,
bombed; sad gun positlone were bombed and strafed 1n the course of the
three otaer attecks delivered tkat day. On 27 August 368tk CGrouvp flew
elght miecslions o afford close cover to the 5th Infemtry and 7th
Lrmored Divisiong In the area Ztampes-Flthiviers-lionteresv-liclun,

. Oontect Ath ground was made in at least five cases, bub agsin lack
of fuel prevented search in one instance, while in another the given
tarret wes not loecated. COne nmiesion was recalled, one was reported
wneventful, and Poobs were reburned o btase by four others. Three
rigslons abtiacked, their crews reportice direct bits on designated
gun positlons and en a supposed concentration of eneny troops, together
wlth the straflng of tenks and horse-drawa artlllery., In this connec-
tion, however, certain fucts ghould e observed: first, that covering

“ nircraft were avallsble vhen needed; second, that when lock of fuel

prevenbed investigntion of an attack upon a deslgnated target by

PI——
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ere scuadren, the tasz csuld be pussed on to that which relieved ity
¢nd third, that the constant presence of irerican plones in the assavlt
area for the moment was a source of encoursgement to our ground forces
and provided then with a sense of securlty, while the effeets upon

the eresy were the cunet gpposite. Iven when no air strikes were
dellvered, the alreraft of XIX TiC were ssrving the cauce of direct

elr-ground cooperation.

alx-Lround Qooperciion, 8 fo 31 August

As has been froguently noted, air-ground corcunlcations were an
egsential to effectlve air-grownd cooperstion in the assault area.
The brief marrativor in the "Oprepa® of the perlod are often incon-
clusive on thia seore. At times they report thui conteed was made ard
attecks delivored on a civen mission, but do not epeeify that the
targete were those designnted by ground. In other cases thor reccyd
attecks but do not mention growmd contact, alttough such may well have
been established., Accordingly such instances as exist which clearly
irdicote ground control of asir-grownd coopernticn mlsslons nassess an
urueuval value since they establish the fuet that highly significant
results were oblscined vhen comnunlcations worked well and when
appropriste trrgets exircted and were found., Ixauples of such action
have added interest becsuse of the types of situntioms or tergets
invelved, the reported efficacy of air operations, and the techniques
exployed. Tkasc glven below are merely illuatrative. They do not

c¢laln to be incluslive,
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Cn 8 fumust o formatlicn of 371st 0% Group had bombed and strefed

187

tarks east of liortain when control referred thex to a °-5l, which
led them %o tanns and half-txr 275 under hedgerovs in the sawe ares.
These ware bombed =nd strafed, though with unobserved results, Two
daye later the came grovwp wos providing escort for XIX Corps in the
vicinity of Jngers, Onmo of itr JYormntiono wue dlrected to g target
reported to be horse~dravn artillery in woods; unon reaching the target,
it diccovered stationory tricks, whleh 1t bomhed cnd strafed, report-
ing five Gestroved. On thz 10%h, as the Argenten trep wee being closed,
ground vectored un element of 368th FB Group to¢ tanks near arolles:
two of the six were left suoking as tno recul$ of direct hits, Dur-
ing the continued heawy fighting atoud iorbain on the saze day
Blarphy" asized o foruntlen of 2624 FB Grown for am attack on 14
mortar pocitions north of the towm. Fourteen E00-pound GP bozbe
coupletely sllenced the positlon and drev the comment from ground
thet the results were the Dest evsr achieved in sir-ground cocperation.
4ctlons on 11 Avgust offord further examples of effective opera-
tions, A saquedron of 30Sth Croup was siving cover in the Hmtes-
Lngers orea vhen 1t was vectored o woods southwest of Redon. Sroops
vere sesn rumning from the woods fellowing the dive~lombing attack,
vhich fret, tegether wlth the noture of ground fire received, suggested
that an eneny concentrotlon had been hit. As the result of a growmd
requect recelved at XIX TAC Conmbat Cperaticns, 3034 Wing vechored o

squadron of 358th Grovyp o & rallway gun vhleh was holding wp the
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5tk Infantry Divislon near Angers. TForiy mirubes afber the request
was recelived, direet hits destroyed the target. A souedron of 86th
FB Group was inforred that arzored wnits were holding up our advance
east of Aleneon, BFombs dropped in ke target area at St, Reny du
Flaln destroyed four tante and the town wes styafed with resulis
unitnown, Another squadron of the szne group spotted an enemy convoy
southeast of Sees. Ground authorlzed the attack which destroyed nine
tanks and 24 LT, Otker squedrons of 36th Group were sinilarly active
tho saze day. One was given targets northesst of Alencon by ground
control and in a series of attacks clainmed five tanks destroyed and
elght daneged, the most notable results following an attack of a 10-
tanz column vhich was first blocked on the rozd and then bombed and
strefed, A second sgundron was informed that an American colunn wae
held wp by a Tlger tapk northeast of Alencon. Fifteen 500~pound GP
vombg were dropred in the area--Creslsiance eliminnted. Column
cldvineed,

On 13 Awgust & squezdron of 3Ylst F2 Growp, returning from tLoub-
ing the Foret de Perselgne, was asked by sround to attac: two convoye
east of Argenten. DBoth vere strefed wita totzl claius of seme B7
I, 2 half-tracks, snd 3 light arrored core destroyed. In 3rittany
on the ssme day a formation of 358th F3 Group was directed agoinst
a troop concentration in St, Gildas des 3ois, and one of 354th I3
Group to another near Palrmpol. Both targets were hit. Squadrons of
3734 T3 CGroup operated in the Argentar-Falsise-ilencon area on 13

august, "Poodle"called upon one of then to eliminate a gun position

T sy
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wast of Alenesn which wag holding up a colunn, and Yperfect tesm
vork with the flight destroyed the gun.V Iater (17 August), as
Ameriern colurns advanced throush Dreux toward Seine erossings near
Vernon, a flignt of 36234 FB Growp was direcied agalnst eneny infanbry
and antitanis posltions at n rozd Jenction north of Dreux. Artillery
marized the position with spoke, Bowbing and strofing followed and
while trees and hedgercwe denled observailon of resvlts to the airp,
cround forces congratulated the flight leader on silencing the guns,
Ten Tlger tanks at the Seclne crossing nezr Zonnieres were smoke-
maried for attachk by & formation of 371lst FB Grow on 10 August;
combs delivered in the x2id fell in the target area with no resulis
cbeserved, Tne 20th szar the battles west of the Seine from lantes-
Gagelcourt to Vernon develon in intensity, with alr makling a sthsian~
tlal contributlion to thelr success. Ground directeld one flizht of
GCBbA I3 Growy agalnst vessols ferrylng trucks across the Seine.
Tozly bombs missed one such ferry, but damage was inflicted by a strai-
ing attae’zs. Another element was veetored o sn area whers a ban’c
hattle was raging in the bend of the Ssine near loilsnon, and there
dinzad tws tarms, & third was sent agaiast four gmolze-mnrred tunie
at La Esmnlerz (wegt of Vernon), vhere thrse bombs destroyed one tan’s
onld damngeld two others. A fourth attaciel a machine gun nest and
clzined dange to fiva tanlzge., On the same dey o flight of 3624 I3
Group chec’zel Selne crossiangs west of Mantes ul grommd’s reouest and

was subdzequently sent By onother condroller to boud the town of Pooy
#_ L
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gur Eure and three tawrs in o necrby orchard., The town was hombed

and theon extensively strafed, while the tarks were found and one lefl

ablaze. Another foermanbtion wag vectorsi %5 the epot, and other flizhts

of the sans group vwere orlled uron to atinsk tanks west of Teraon,

One bombed and strafed tuo with uwmobserved resulis. Another's

misolon was properly reported in grecter detall. Growmd had given

the elght-plane flight & tarset of tan®s vhich opposed elements of

the Bth Infantry and 7th Armored Divisions, At the target the nlr-

craft found Amerlcan troops on ono side of e wood with six well

earduflaged eneny tonks in orchards and a towa beyond., The flizht

. lecder soorched the targets at very low altijsuds snd directel individumal
plones $o atbtack. 3Bombing destroyed flve tanis, snd strafing accomated
for the slxth., On 22 sugust tanizz wero assigned to two elenents of
3624 Group betveen the Iure and the Seine to the east of Authauil.
. One squadron found & simsle smake-marized tank and damngsd 143 the

other found two, destroyed ono, and damaged ono. The same day 18
cxiuflaged tanss in woods east of Ivrear wero designated as the tar-
get for znother squadron of the same grouwp; 1% dropped three 500-wownd GF
bombs cnd six frag clusters in $he target ares with unobserved resulis,
Again on the 224, sguadrons fron 3624 Group furnishing cover in the
Chazrtres nren attacked eonvoys, Ground cleared one guch tarzet for
attuck vest of Fontaineblean, and directad thot the other east of Sens

PO be attaciel, Clsims of 32 MZ desiroyed resulted. On 25 iugast
"Beagle" (4%h Armored Divislon) directed a fomwition from 37ist T3

Group $o a retreating CGermon convoy east of Troyes frowm which was

§

M
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exactod o toll of 25 lT destroyed snd 18 domnged. On ths succeeding
day plenes of 405th IS Growo were glven a like target in the same
area, now conjested with fleelng eneuwy wehlcles, They destroyed 20 1T,

On several cccoslors aireraft of XIX PAC were asked by groumd
unlts to act againct enemy planes vhlch were over owr lines. Although
the attaclis vere not heavy and counterieasures were not aluays succeszg-
ful, they deservs recording., Acerican brucks under atback soutiwest
of Avranches on 2 Avgust neled action from n formation of 3623 Group,
It answered the call and dlscovered two 153-109's, which, however,
ssegped dnto the swrrounding haze. On the 224, plones fron the same
grouwp regponded to A e2ll from the ground in the Vernoa area where
German strafing plenes had left before ours arrived, Our formations
had petter lucl on three other occasions. Once again it was an
element of 3624 Group which was vectored to two eneny alreraft over
our lines at Ie lans., Cns vas destroyved, and the 79ta Infantry
Division, which had caused friendly Asd to holdl its fire during the
ancountor, volced its thanks, Tus eneny clreraft of those diving in
tha Drew: area, to which & formction of 37let IR Group had bsam
vechorad, were desiroyed on 19 Sugust. Finelly, 3624 Group reappeared
upon the scenc on the 23d in the reglon of Soms. The group had Just
bozbed o gun pesition ot 35, Florenbin :icn el le! remorted that 1t
was belng strafed nenr Villencuve. 3624 Group jebttlsoned the balancs
of 1ig bombr, Tlevwr to the attacl:, snd in the encounter which ensued

wlth flve 1.51097%¢ ¢lalmed 2-1-0.
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The ilnscionces above clted of dircet air-ground cooperation when
ground requesed that atioclis be delivered against tarsets which it
hod salestel or syproved, cousled with the exnmples drawn from the
firet weelr of XIX Tal's notivitles, must serve zs illustrntlons of
the geanral run of its sdr-ground cooperation in the month of susmst,
The nuzber of such misslons flown is so great as to forbii that all
be norrated, Thelr nunber, and theranner in which they reporiel, do
not justlfy the eluborate worlr of coupllation thot womld be rejuired
t9 prosend an inelusive swmuary, Accordingly it renains onmly to
oentlon o fer cplsodes vhlch, because of success achleved or because

. of the wusual noture of the targed atbacked, should sppear in &
noarrative of alr-ground cooperation for the moath.
Yhe advance of ground troops in this pericd moved ot so swlft a
pace as often to ouitrun thelr owm communications and to eause nir to
. contact 1ts cgslencd ground force at a point same miler in advance
of thot fizxed Tor thelr rendezvous, Alr reports of the positlon of
irlendly traospe weve therofers much to bBe deplred ond were ireguently
Civea in the formal reports which eonstitute our source of informa-
tion. & Tev selected szazmles will illustrate the voint. On 15
amgust 3654 B Growp nobed o steady strenm of 411led vehicles moving
tounrds Chartres., On £0 Sugust 308tk FB Growpy reported thet our
troops vers enbtering Veruen, On the 27th the report of 36th 7B Growp
. ingluded the renari that lzorican trodps were moving from the Sens

aren tovard Troryes along every rcad. Tuch detells are ralntively

e i

m
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mmimortant now., In the days of August 1944 vhen they were reported,
they nisht eontain infarmmation sugnlezenting thut of tacgtical recon-
noigsanca and grownd intalllgence ard of grent worth to alr and grourd
alike,

fhe area of alreground cooporation wos thot of the ecurrent
bottle front, But on occaslon covering plenes might sweep the
reglon beyrorld 1t. Tor exazple, o formatlon of 37lst FB Group, asslmel
to covor tho XIX Corng in the vielnity of inmpers, attached a edxlumn
of horse-dravn srtlllery snd troops sonth of the Lelre at that point
on 10 Augant, The easc is of greater intorost beezize on the 6th,
Cencral Ueylond, 1n conference vith Genoral Futton, had assumed the
tas's of protecting the Dalrd Aroy's southern flapl: as its colums
raced enstward aerely oczupylag ey clitles slong the Ioire. EHere
was an instanca vhere air acted ooalnst o possiple dangur to that
flank, ZIZxaaples of such cctlon south of the Ioire ars few, for as
the invanion of southern France nrogressed, the mala tusk which de-
volved wpon KIX Y40 wag to conduct some armed recomnaissanco and
reqular tactlieal recomnsdgcanca south of the river. Teetical recon-
nalssanca eould g3t movaments; armed reconnslssance couwld help pre-
vent their combining Into o real threat.

Tawiaal ro-ulis onbtended some nlenions over the batble cone, 4
throz-giuzidren cissien by Z6%h Grovwp in the Argentan area came upsn
2300 t5 1,000 vehlelos chianding on the roads on 13 Aungust, The enidirs
grawp strafed ond regorted tho destruetion of 400 to BEOD (a2 dropped

belly taxls destroyed 12), 1Rlle cnother squadron In 2 later nisslon

———
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in the sume aren destroyed £0. Three sgundrons of the same group
found UT bumper to bugper on toe roads about Argenton on the 18th
and eloimel tho destruction of 7v. The target was agaln wamsual on
the 27th, wvhen one squadron of 35th Groun gtruck rood targets east of
Tozsent and northeast of lleaux with totel elafms of 20 horse-drawm
vehicles, 8 pleces of horse-drawn artillery, 14 1T, and 3tanls
destroyed; vhlle enother clalzeld 13 horse-drawn artillery pleses, 8
tanlis, 25 U1, ond 52 asmunitlon wogons in i65 attac on a conviy of
260 veblelos near Jolgny., Such smashing sttach:s both stimulated and
disorginized tho Gerurn retrent. Aoticm by zn elerent of 3624 T3
Grovp prodveed reccxitoble results when 1t put seven heavry gane out
of actlion ncr the Selne eroseing at Le Laneir en 27 Ausust,

Zariler, on the 12th, ground requested on attac by eight planes
of ZGth Grown on six desbroyers leaving $he horbor of Lorient, ons
of vhlch war left tuming, Two actions agelnst ground troops also
should be nentloned here. On 9 Summest a formation of 3C34 I3 Grouwn
giving armored column cover over the Brest poninsala, strafed o colwmmn
of 100 horse-drawn vehiclos until they waved the white flag., Sven
Zgre rerrriizhle wns the netlisn on the 14th of a saundron of 405th ©3
Group which was covering the 7th Armored Division in the Dreux-Togent
le Iotrou arca. It hod sirafel trucks vhen it observed Gernans In
the rosd waving vhite flags. The squedron burzed them geveral tlmes
as several bundred formed coluwam and marched toward owr lires, Ground
was informed, omd troops wers sent out to receive that portden of tha

Tehr maht vhleh hed survendered $y XIT 2AC,

-
- — " \
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Qther Tactical Oporatlons in Auzuch
arzored coluam cover and armed recomnplssance over ths batile
arca consbituted o first clain uwron the resources of XiX TAC through-
out August and absorbed the bulk of i%s energles. However, speciul
misslon: and aromed recommalssonce direccted oralnet torsets or azess
well beyond the frent lines were cnother featurn of the command's
ronifold activitics., Sinee the meny columns of TUSA were advanelng over
g0 great an orin and at such concidersble speed during thic pericd,
vany of there misslenc ere alrort indletinguichnbie fron ihoss in the
battle aren. lloreover, mony etond in some sort of rolstionchin to the
zodificd interdletieon prosras then current, if only becouse rudl znd
rocd targete--l.e,, commamilcenticons tarpets in genersl--wers elther
ooolgned o, or seleceted by the leuders of sveh miscions.
Cnee more woe must depeond upen sclected ezamples to preosent this
. cetivity in vhich XIX TAC wvms to core entont enpaged on nearly cvery
operrtionnl doyr Guring the ronth, TFor tho goie of elarity, avecs cf
cetivity will Hizedse be seleeted., Flrst, there ig the reglon within
tho Celnc-Lalre interdiciion line vhere the releotionship of crmed
reconnalerance to the battle cone g genernlly mont intimste, Second,
activitics in the coee cost of Poric.Peinc, Solrcons, and eventunlly
Yerdun vill te trected, Third, the aren comthenst of the caplicle-
Jomtargle, Glex, Iroyes, -<nd s frr east oo Teufchnteov--1ill furnish
. useful exmumples, Zourth, mieslonz in the area south of the Loire
wlll ke illucircicd.

o g

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

f-\

Srencporiation Targets
witbin the Infcrdietion Zome. In tke aren vithin the interdiction
Liner roct ziselons foll vithin the tioe limdts of 1 to 19 lugust.
At its outest there 1g a fornction of 3E8th I'B Group bombing hoy
tagons vhich concealed ALY (uns necr Lazballe (1 August), and another
frow 408th I3 Grovp destroyloy goven tanis and twlce that aurber of
12 in the vieinlty of £t. lulo (3 Auvgust), as TUSA's columms over-
run the Irent pealnsula, Ab its closc 3624 I3 Group ic¢ strofing
berges southesst of Parie, destroping tus . xd .« wrering more then 50,
end the 408th 7B Growp iz clsinming 13 brrges destroyed and 27 dansed
in the lielun area (12 Awmst), as imerlicon forces Shveaten 6 cross
the rlver trariers scuth of the enpit: 1., In the intervening period a
nuzber of actions provide wreful oxmuples,  irmed recce (14 Sugast)
by ¥-¢ sgundrons of 3734 FB Groun in the Donfront nres resvlted in
clelrs of throe rall cubs and 22 freight cors destroyed., “hen squadrons
of 36th Crovp hit the zarrhclling yerd ot Chartros (7 4uzust) 85 to
100 frelgnt cors were left turning. A flight from the same group
scored 16 dirced Idts on the reil center at Iorlent three daxs lober
and destwosyed a flalz tabtery and over 40 czrs. In the Tours region
thvee cquadrons of 37%d Group cluimed on the Bth at least six reil
cubs and the desiruction of 38 cure, lncluding many taxrk ears. The
destruction of 18 tanks was reported afier missions were flown e Z6th
Grovp in the Iantes-~Iorieat area on 10 Lugust, and reil torpets wera

hit by 405th Groun in the Nogent-Venlone avea tws doys later, with
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eleivg of four lecomotives ond 68 ears destreyed. On 13 Aumust

. G868k, AOSth, and 4068h 3D Grouvps blt slx troine duriang the deyr's
operaticne., The cleing of 408Vh Growp irclufeld the desiruction of
11 logerotives and over 120 ¢ars, mapy of thex czrrylng smmmitlen or
oll; vhile 3E8th reportcd the destruvetion of IT wund hits on en zrom-
rlticen dwmp, In view of the bottles rosdng in the Argenten area, such
cotions posrecoed peeulicy value in denping sworlier and reinforcements
te the hard vreeced cneny aod in reducing his cep-billty to effect a
withdrewsl,

. She Arvn Lont of Porle.  Arned regomnicssnee nenetrated the aren enct
of Paris throughout the ronth, Cn the 24, 36th Group destrayed an
crrapition tzroin ab Joyon, bit another at nearby Applily, and by strof-
ing dectropyed an oll troin cnd mony barges om the Olse congl. Tive

. targer deciroyed near Solcooms, together with btruins strefed, wers ausng
the elelzs of 3724 Grows on 7 lvguet. Eallucy targets ot Crepr en
Valoie, at Perorme, nd ot Solecons wero aron; thoze seleeted for
attecl: by 30623 Group's four nisclone on the 1lth., Iater in the month,
colneldent with the advance of ground forees to th: ezst of Paorls,
notiens on 25 Ausuet farther 4l -rupied erexy trancnoriation in the
general erec of Solesong-lnon-Felmg: 36tL Crowp cleined 5 locomobivern
trd 40 care; 40Eth Group reported 10 lceomotlves and nearly 1¥0 cors
destreyed, In the vicinity of foiscons on the 27th, 3734 Group soucht

. out o different tripe of tarset and reportcd o burge, 34 1T, oprd 6

toanlze axong ite eleime, AY Touvzlere, on the Alsne northuest of Verdum,

S
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rociets of 400tk Growp destroyed five gun noritions on the closing

dny of the ~inth.

abhe Gxso fomthonet of Porla.  The orea southenst of Porie accumed
wnsw.l irmortance in the comrre of Awmsbt--through it the enemy
rousht to fwmel a:portictn ¢f hls troops in thc course oo hic uith-
dravel, ood luto 1t YWUSA's columna advenced on the roads to Troyes
and berord. Mers, teo, XIX TAC's srmed rocommsissarce missions were
active., FTor exnnple, 405tk Grown, operating in the Centargle area
on the 1Cth, bozbed a train of 30 cars, obrafed 25 care on o clidng
vith firer and exploslons resuliing, and twice strafed a losded troop
trein, inflicting hesvy casualtdies upoh Lts personnel. The srovn
claired a total of 11 locomotives and 146 eurs dectrayed durlng thre
doy. On the follouwlng day the mrshallins yord at vontargle wae well
hit by £06th Growp and baxbed by 3734 Grows on the 1Sth., In an
2ttue: by four squadrons of 3624 Growp on 18 Avgust & xallway bridge
rear Glen was rendered lvpaseoble by bomb daurges while at Joleny,
further to the east, 3724 Grown cub trachr, fired an arrwition dumn,
ard destrayed rolling ciock on tho 274, Tinally, on 28 August, a
cquadren of 4058k Grown rade o partlewlarly svecersful attue~ on the
Zorrbedling rerd at Teufehotesn, come 25 riles south of Toul. Hewe
thoy fouwnd rix locomotlves nud r troin locdel with JU-88 fucelages.
ftrafing destrered threc lesomotives and dsunsod the contents of the

trodn.

south of fhe Jolye. JAetlone In the wres couth of thke Lolre pocsess

speclal inberest becoucc of XI. 920's tipcion to proteet the expossd

M
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southern flaglc of IUSA. Attacks on cormunicatlons would Inevitably
affcet the eneuy's copoelty tow concentrate hls forces. Such attacks
vwere dellverel ns the folloving 1llustrations irndicate, The 3734

Grovp clelmed the destrustlon of 15 freight cars at Tillefranche and

of tanl: enrc south of Blols on the 9tk, e daye later 406th Grouwp

reported the bosbing of a traln loaded with 60 toxle ecst of lonirichkard,

the eoplote destructlon of o fuel tridn, and dowrie to another. On
12 sugust 3734 CGrour reported Tarbing treips ot Chuskouwrg and Ieches,
vhile 3621 Grouwn bombed four raeil cenbters soutk of Trrtes, Trains
soutk of Dloig, ncar Issoudum, and at Nehun were struck by 3734 Croup
e¢n the 16th; the next doy 408th Grown adtached the roilvar center atb
Chutegurous, while IVlet Growp hit throe others tolow entes. On
57 augact 3724 Grovp ettacked connl and roil tarpets in the Bourpes-
Ueverg area, vhile on the 28th tuo squadrens of 3624 Group reported
the destrudtlen of no less than nine locometives by boublag and four
more by strafinmg in the region Soumur-Chatesuroux.

The 1llustrations glven above of XIX RAC's activity beyond the
tattle llnes indleate clenrly that guch actions supslemented those
of drect zirwground cooperstioa in powverful foeshion, Such niesions,
ard many others of like chorecetor, nazde thelr contribubtion to the
totel cleirs of AIX WAC, notably ngainst commmications targets, which
are glven below, The commard was fulfllling one of the migsions of &

tasticn) alr force by dirsrunbins eneny counusnicziioans.

Acxrlzl Joubal and Alrfleld 2ttacks

Tormntions of XIX TAC engaped 1n ome or morc alr combats on gone

e —— T
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17 dope Guxlng, Augiabe-i faet vhidh inddeoton o griader cotivity on

E Tl

the part of the G0 thap in the proccling sonthr.  Tochk durr during

“ thie erditien) porded ? $o 20 luse-t twe soxled B ooms or more such en-
eourtars, ILho enruy forsotiens werded Dprom cosd) ikt~ to olezents

cscrzosed of Tyom 20 t0 80 aireraft; end then tho lorgor valts were en-

-

eountoxeld, Jasrlewn slincs vere worelly oubmetored., Ca 7 Awenced coverd
(=3

“r

cneounboers gooucred. ool of tvo acundron: ow 3774 Growp ael witk 20-
Plus e Ly cdyven Tt In 5 leinliy of Chortrer. They de<trored a
totel of flve, thile o thircd povcézon In coobud with o soclley for ctlss,
brovcht the grounts cloin: {o (-1-8 for the Gar in WAdght-plomy foranticn
' of JC21 Crovm spotled fnlce thelr mucbur of Gow:on wlreralt ¢ad “hot
fova arow, "BILD in cewod cimbot with 19 corsy plones over lorirne,
cdrerafb of Uitk Crovm eladnel E-0-0 for o loo~ of two. & novel
esmizt taak ploec on the 11tk ther nluncr of 408tk Grovy sentbercd xn
. agrres~iva crecy Torroiien bp dlechiring thelr rociicts.,  Cn ik L30th
€lght drerr Tl of 2671 Crown bowreed 12 0AT plizer im the vieinity of
Le loonm nnd seored /=-1-), 3dle cxetber Torzutien of the soe swewn
taunerd 20 others In tke coxe arda ond eloiredl 3-4-0,  To locwes were
cxperionecd In oither coc®ot.,  Sarce clgab-pl-ne resticne of 8730 Crovm
Joined Taitle itk the G0 sn 15 Avgust.  Tho £irst ked Torted the
cirficld rt Drotipmr when Loy uiro h:.nu.nff‘i T ws enal orier or
LS00 Lo pdlets wers o worrive btub mot woll tncdnef. Cldno
ci E-03 vire reporszl. Tho scownd sceblon erncounterod seven ooy
‘ wlonce necy Chartres wed Qosbror & £lveg wel 4ke thdrd, Juwel by 20
Cermonn acer Cerrer, loot threc ploncr in the cn-ugennt bat downed

four of Ll owvertcxrls, She M0th g 85ML Crovp ccare 13-0-2 In
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aerled ecodtlb, ZHiat of itz plercr grotted o Crervan forsation of 70,

2

cobesyed o, ond foresd fhe romdnicr to chandsm thelr wioelon,

Loy Jerlern plones vers loot hera, wnd ns mom- Zare in o onotahle ootlon
over lrdntonon,  Tore the esrcadt aron 2.0p0d of ofohd oirerudt Towmaeed
o Coyvzn formziien of 20 which uie soom Jolncd By 60 oikare, Ihe oo oyp
g bath aggreasive rnd ezpordinecd, tat wer vnreted in eorkat rangling
Tran 11,000 Teot to the deelz, vith clzoir e of 11-0am,

Smendron fornntlony of SN04h Sroawmy moit thoe cncwyr in tho iy over
the Irrls ores on 19 Sucust. o fizrb cpesenter Atk 30 encny plenec
rosulted An the dactrusbion of four. 1In %he sozond, the Sericon
sovadien, oo ik Ulthout rommnitlon vhirp attudlzed B 12 of the CAT,

Wit Ghe ded’s, thore skillful muncuvirs on the Tort of Suerlonn ollsts
sevad B0 Gorana oLlixe 3 e ercch.  Cze of our plimes vus leot in thure
eneocnents, Qlodms were C-0-1 om the £00h, when oipght plones of D202
Crovs oo eaver wdeoclon med 320 Coaroreond o olnde pllet dectrored
four, Ca 22 Lugvet L6 alrercft of 304th Orovr dertropcl elghd rre. v
Dlemes whaieh thoey hod Toune:? oo ther wire toldne off feom wn sdrficla
neny ZRErnoy. A gotiiroen of 3024 Grovn towneed 10 (eromo ooy hambor.
Casglecurt with el dr: of 2-1-0, 1bile Clco-ntr of 4k BZ3th Crown,
flyin: eovor for the proved Lorecr weet of (hourtres, elri~eld Sel-]

for o losr of one In im rxooumier rith 00 1 2.100%1g Te SE4th Growp
elolned o bSotndl of 3€-1-8 ox S0 Jmimst ae the »rovli of three ceotions

rhich develepold in the counr-o of Dighter sveons wvist of Joric, In the

firzt, 12 of ite 2lex ~ Towmeed 20-plus of fhc on . now Pethel, ith
eloime of 10-1-32, In the scpomd, o forrvtion of 10 plumc- attoeznid $1o
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Cernom Toronticne of 17 coch in the Telns arde wnd rovoeriad 13-0-2,

In the third, tvo Gorom ferations of 10 ¢och weore owbicelied B 32
saoricin cdreraft s Blch cledomsd L2-0-2. The only U, 8, loster uexe
cxmorionecd in the third cneowntor vher the regort wos fowr ciroreft
=igeinz, no inforsiticn on three otherrs, oxd opc pllod forecd s il
cut, Othcr olr cneswmtore Guring tha conth b cliwsnts of XX Z40
brow it the tot:l ceore for the ecormomd o 10Z-10-Z4. (n tho one hund
ruch fi_ores, eod the dotoils of ruch coblone 29 bove Tern norr ted
nhove, ohov on effort on the nord of the GAT 4o ot our alnxcees on

the provxd or $¢ protect 1to 21vm toras in the Cuatror-Frde-Tcd

L

1

region, On the othor hond they cxbibdll the quelity of Mrerieon nilote
63 woll on the ecantributicns of IIX i€ $g the _ointensreo of A11ic3
olr coscriority,
A Torther esntrirudicn to that rrre repvlt woe =ds by JIX LA

in dertroying encey sdrew £t on the grounl, the taizl claized for the
zonth Bolngs €6-4-03, Injor lnercoesr In tolc totnd wcre the ednce oinco
of attacss veon criny olrficldr scrvipgy ihe botile aren. On 7 Auguct

2 plenes of 204th Growy fownd o 1ell ecnoufloged £1218 accr Chorires,
tvhere thoy destroyed 133 on the gome day o cgundron of Z621 Crswp
destroyed clght and dowoped thres on arcther £icld in the coie vicindty.
Two d&nrn lotor 300tk Grovn stroefed encay sireredft behind rovit-eain

on o 2icld north of Ielrg and elelred C-0-0p ond o the 201 1% degtraped
four on & pcrac~ed 231414 ot Dsernoy. Ca the STL the oo grown regorited
2ledre oF 10 &oesirered ncar Zocuvadls ond throo zore in the wielndty

of Fcir~, Iine wore ¢l-ired dosbrared by 400th Crous noar Henfencteru

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

208

on 23 ‘monst.  Cn infecquent cceasleomr sore domize wos don o hongore
and other instzll: tlons In the courss of thorme aetions. TFields cuch
an those st Dretiginy wad Crortrer (15 ugust), =4 Crell (22 swymst),
zrd elecihere in tne Furls rres (23 Jneact) were slso abtocted, al-

thousr wlth less clndficint lodividusl roocults.

The Brobton Forts
Yo cperotional norroative of R1X TAC for the nonth of iugust would
ve era lote ndihowd nontloe of Lt soottedgotion in $io assealts weon
tae encoy-hold vorts in Brittany, Ite aoctivitles ot S%, lolo vers on o
imited cenle~—o,p., 27lat ID Group's =laoslons aincgt ¢ Loming In the
herbor {4, 6 ingant) wnd it bosblng miclon mymlnz: tke Ils de Qezenben
(23 Smzaol). A% Braed it uoe saother spory ne the sround forson bernn

Yo excrt sbrong proscure upson that eitudel., The seedmat of operaticns

In eomelazion, the siotizticr for the month'y sotivitr on the

gort of ZLE 00 st bo glven.  Ghey edhraee, without &stinetion,
oll tynes of rigclons flowm exd therefore Indle.te the eomond's tobnl
affort vnd totol alalnz, 3oth wre imprsasive.,  The oluad ig ure of

purtlelur inborocd e wmie froa thes, bebtizr ton from ony ofier
cvidluole ovideone., mnmiimite of the pooulis nehieved wnr bo forr 2i,
It should bs obuorved in $ale commestion fhat tha eleire of ant
individunl zi--~Long virsy axdl. The Lipresciwe totils ore the rogalt

of swwidng up the reswlbs of the cony sissions flowm durdng o month

I ————
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ML
ol dntep - goilwltr, It L4 Dollovod, morcover, that omr i~ -idle

exale ollon of dnddidur) olnlms o move thom offr .t B the ook

thet ooorertion of the 020t of runy cle-lone wo dmsseslole, ~ith
rerulilang cnbrio~ of TP) (mo rosalic obocrved) in the rogsrde.tt
oaspdiiodion
Zir Coopoti-ne

o e 12,002
e 4 1l
ey Adrerafd (ndr) L 0.0 .. L. LEZ-16.74
«hf:jé' L,ircru.ift (4_;1‘9121*1) *« & » & ¢ » 65-4-38
mcr«;"' alreraft (‘ﬁota.l). L S R S S 239-3)-63

Ground Inrgets Degtroved or M tnilsm.. elains)
Hotor vehicles . . . . . . &,088

Zonkss end zrmowed wehieles . . . . . 450G
:’rf}’:"’ai.»\.n ‘Chicl'ﬁi * + ¢ v ¢ 2 o+ s Cor
IQMQ" Jti‘l‘n L I I R T R S :::'

{1'{«»"-1 CIZY o o o 4 ¢ o o o v » . . uggb
w::rrgcgt srd viver eraft L . o0 . . 13
erelmt verTole . . w . e e s w o . 1y
el Vel 4 o v v e v e e e 2

tﬁﬂ..-‘,, m i..a.:‘.z: O s .,".,. Ej (t 312{: or E.u.x,,ein Q_ﬂ‘.‘_ :.e.h)

o rocdtiern . . 4 . e
o !“11*1‘ M -:.-JU-.. I T S HitY

.t.n.i ik.n d“-b—ops * e e ‘o - s e v & @ 11
ﬁu'.l ol SUE AT QDL 4 v e v e e e 1z

Inlar 111*:1:13m1a.m 4 e s e s e e e i/
dixle,...,.......... 17
THLL BT LIPS 4 e e e . e e 7
xrcre esnccnbridions ond Lis u'LdG

UIPUT o e 8 8 5 4 o o ¢ 8 5 o 5 2 » "=t
copwcalt Lrd otlor enizy Tdldre, £3
J.A,ii" 1“:::” I:E:':L » L) - - - L] " L] . L - 12:-3

Cloov muel of thic Loresrive »rozrd v €i-d1lsl ro Ehe rermld
of ddr—;rovnd crower. tlon wetisdtic-, the cocurp® ilon of IZIZ 100 1y
Cimzrnd 2riber, Crrormding Comercd, Snlpd T, 20 Ay, 30 portlosat,
Hig comordotien In o ording Goarrel Jorlend the Zronse Shr 4+ nor-

tleadexly re Lmt-ho

-
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ledoaey and sodporition & Torird thif S

T the soreor urder rowme c-,m)_w“' iz the Tott cxenplo of tha
Sladdn i vre of wlr 3 Towmd fxoiops I obwro over .:i.tm;w Lo

Do bo tho Wlrcdomw offorls of rour fApeie , Lorpo onodors
o ke 8o woriclor wad Lioop emmenntraticon: theld of oung L2~
woneln; eslume buve tooa kurrooel or oblitexcilid.  Whr Inmvoe.-
tion ;-;,.,a.,a., dirzetly to the hord of the esliixms frozn the oir ke
gomid i cxd livvor.

It vodelr, the oplnion of £11 the offiery s wnd —on lu thi
sy aics I ecpren 1o pow pur o2 ixctlon Wl Jpareeletlon i
Trar wo piflecal effort..

Lac gupiyionr ofd
-

IX Zouior Coea il
"Efﬁj :fli o t.! ni Q_‘: ! E ) J;iﬁ i zi‘; Ea\"ﬁ". i o Er'j":'; r
IX 50 continmw 1 $o Qovobe o evneddrroblce paortion of iis poucri o

s

the czmrention of the lnterdicllicn pregron durlrs the —onth of Sugard
DL Ahlb progrown Ve, Pouowor, einidornklr Laddfiod dwedes the
rerlcf, G 0 lmowot 1t oo~ peocerit. 4 ab Sxort s roguect thol no trido s,
fell Suopr, or cicllor torgots in the Srittony sonlpeul cheuld te

] - [ - :31 - ]
chtog 8 waenpt onopogeorl of TwEsth e GUom, 2 airvreeins coluans

tf W0 coald, Ll AT, sl coed wre o Brldsis wnl of enp fucl thker

~ight find, Turthervore, sm the oo oy and o the requost of Tn. 1Ttk
STy EPhVE, 16 Ly Jobordn i o 8 e roil ecmardestlons ar f£ooilitico-
“hould ko Lakel oot of, Yab noboxelvllng, the linr -~ Tie, Clubuxoee

covio e ww Fepdh ~ln Dnft, Ooudolll o SIawel-sr crr- ol thomen to tho
ren Telletdng the 1ire of G Lzire,  Sxcdno in oosveeont uero exempted
from thic provititlen.~ e 1ino .- lotcr Seldfel £ tks szch. O
8 domrrt s oblogds wwra o o owcds ¢a el eoiosdo tiome foy o et
7% & lino roanir

ud - o - - - - e o e - <l 2 -~
o Trr the ix bo Towoin oad therec Lryonh lriera

Loosleswrt, Imivn, lndntoesn, Crorlrsy, omd Clorer to ko Iolee ot

Oy

M
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ot nar cns Jevm tho Lale to D omten, The Lolre Breddoos on 43
lipe wixe nobt L Te Tonbold, Tul o1 etkorr vore on then 1L 2RILLLE
hvES - - =

ot. ™ Lobtex, ot Wtoal 1577 om A7 Camoswot, SANGT eidsalefo? thot no
aridier ol ot e core b Yo obedlnd bt M amrcrs wothirlico-
thon,  Lator 2111, om 37 Svoant, 1% wor otisullfed thet oo Dur as
nocrinde mo Litielie chould Yo sode on rndleir el ledt Lithoul noine-
ar blegitmd s wodl euls, awnlers 1t owwre Imovm that fusr contodned

ok R S f:{i‘-‘»'li:;‘"‘ . 2

WAL thore prsorordipdlons coerel-qocd o LiLiting
offcel, grepmerblenlldy or dn xoopiel %o frrpeis, wvpon the oxeeuilen
of the intowlletion oiors. .

Coetodn of the ohove eoolrietloss, excpled Itk the ckowing
tuntion on tha jrownd, scussd o brale resicicn of the int-rlieilcen
TrOLAT., IEroll Jhdek e amrounscd on O avgeot. Tnacr tho forer of
e schodulor thon lomad, the Iedeoarr Intoreddellcn Feeoot, canforing
firet valordyyr, vno Gellrcd wn indduwidan; cdpfht C:lme rodlivy Tridse-
Stn-rived fre< T i, 13 high o beldoer orer the rleir Teobvl-a Jordc
cnd Towan, and olx oolluwy brddoe- In the Tonle-Orlesns e ke
~uxse. 98 Lhir llos of dnlexfiction won, o preddously, to dozrm the
vaonT asercs 3o 4ro Toiblofiula,

Crrand erloerdil uro uoccrdsd 9 21 Al Lelv_ee om tho froand
Zricre Inberddetdon Tdon, k¥ 3 stootod moow the cou~t ot Thaulcs
cnd gwsat In oo wlle ae £ the oool of Dirdn, rieing terous: such
eiiticad palal- - Feroeme snd o bc the movthesct, Tiover oad Toateudd
S0 thy eust, Torent oxd xceres to the camtherel, arl owmoocrirs tho
Lydire E Truer, The pargasy Bare wal Lo drgedr I enelr o Covie &t

inty the Pord ooon,

v
s I h
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ihe oo poner L pusposn eoazecd flded priseltr to bo plvon to ndre
rallier brhdres 1 Dich copotitutod ko soeoolod Olor-~Silbee Intordictlion
Lixnz, I eootodbll-Yold (pd mdnbodred, thic wo0dd reinforee sweh effesis
o2 wore wethvzed on the Cozond SBedcre Intordioticn Line -xl o
caener Be Dorls Ores tho norikh Jowkly diiticels.  She beddsoen, 231l
eranring the Cluv, extended porthrocet from thaa sivor'c Jumetlon (18-
tke felre, aoze Cinflins, 3o fhony.

Jovrth priordiy venl do 10 svrplincniiyr Inlerdiotlon ealnie,
wbbec’ts or whidgh - owld rolpdores reoraltc wohioved B thoos waon tor-
otz endoring Biter prisrltier,

Arzgouse oF Itg lrporiorec og o olim, tkho full feb-dmle 1 Awvin
her‘..s’:’

Inberdictden Flon, 8 Smact 1500

SOTTT L. Exdesrs Inbonddellor Ingdost. DTipct Frioxdir
Erdlrcy Zpdlpee

9

1. Zsu.n B, Le lzoeil fnde 2. Chrriny 13, Cleopos

Te Gi-e] €. Ternon 10, loiptrron 34, Decnscnert
Fe Grlvr 7. lzntor~Corclieoomet 11, Chortren.

S, v N air 8. lanter~Trscicourt Glreme

12, Chorires (Coulhesst)

T by Zril e

I. Towen (Lo-vd0, O, Tlere e Toavorr 9. Hemtor-Cassicsimd
2, Toven (e ~tYE., Courarllo- @-w Trive 10, Tresigawi
Z, IDli-uwd 7. Teroon 11. ::r;:ﬂ..,n
‘e FLmY LT T LOTLLCGUrL . Comllinn
Lilxal, 13, Toleny

f‘sfwt_fli e :-;:""“ rés Ixt(‘ruzg ij‘nlin ﬂ-ﬂ*‘i I Ti ::i

., Zu.plor 8. I¢ oltor 1., Jolomgs

D Seowemd O, axloy 1o Chotecm 16, Jomwurre

Ze Dapllcz- 10, Tileocor 1%, Glowocy

e Cor¥les 11, Yontowll 18, Touwr ocar Loalv
e FLTOLELu iz, I.‘:h Tonlon 19, Glom

Co IToa W, Togual car -ing ™. Talin

7. Lanbeoosurtlt, Swne 2. Grlesnn
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EETITC O, £ PSS [’rf‘n Inbeycdotion Thro.  Zoird Fedoplte,
1. Conflone-Cil-i EPU i I T3 K 'I-'I.c t. Verteria

~

Diver Leri 8, Coicome
2« Tonioioe b, Toeanont 2. Chuenr
Fe  Avers sux Oloc G, Crel) Ot loudd-in

SOTEAN D Sxppleyntery Intcxdiction Dofrdc, Zgwdh Erloriic

1. Zooreo-lezirris 8, Fithiviess 18, Avelwy

2, Tporrnon &, Souncer 16, Azden-

J. Coallinn 10, lni-rgis 17, Abhowiile (cost)
4, telun (woch) 11, Zero on T arlenols 18, Abteville (wert)
G, lmatcroom (e0n%)12,  Fhedse 0. Drueshle 1o Tieax
G. Gim 13, Coigrone

7. See UfY 0 14, Dlixcesurt-Condc Telis

Sodireetics of Eendguortors inth Alr Terce tror_ ittod thor-

schodnden bo IX 20 $opcther 13th o 11,0t of 211 %7 oot enrrontly anthor.

[
(]

sef Qor abbac’s by it. It ototed that ln en owow-lll somerel rrisrity

vrdes tlent, torzotr randed fir %, fucl dnos cocond, npd ooornitien
vpe thded., Tow terzids vore o Bo pocned bo IX 22 by Hecdumrticrs

dintk Ay Toree, 1T sescpted Im thr Qndly cenfirorer betvecn thit he-i-

crnrters rnld Ldvonecd Perdpeertors D30, Droa cueh onterdide IZ 2R

=

we to wiz detodlel selcetion of the tarpess ~xd voisht of attue’s for
cach dar's epors tdonrn., It v to celegd thy Toree esnloyod itk n

vicn Lo Lovering cldomade doctrcctilor in the indilol abbogls und, vkere
doubt wight exiot oo o ko exual fercs mecossors, o cxr on the sidc
of eoer-ciburction, Iigh pricrity turoets cbtne™d warvaeccoafully wexre
to e rorshodnled droclindoly, 7o oituele vors o B2 wndc ithin 4l
eltler of Doi~o or Chirtros, on the Lirville bridee, or on solnpdng

rod OO0 abtoe:r vore fovhifdcn thors tho brrect Vs proxi-ityr t5 2 eifr
- *

or 7v1lloso wemegcosorily nlip, rol Ido poywl or or brildin o 23 In

I

- mu ey

exeveleing it riveonsibllitlo -, hov.vor, IX 20 vor poctrieted By the
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series of directives from 2 to 17 August. Brittexy tergets were pro-
hibited (2 fugust), end those within the interdiction are were
progressively reduced (2, 8, Jugust)s Althoush new interdiotion
torgets wore provided by the schedules of 9 August, all bridges vere
excluded fram atteck unless specific authorizstion were given on the

17th.

Interdicktion Abtecks
Seine Bridges

Undor the new conditions described sbove, ITX BC continued to
follow up the interdiction progrem by attacking significent scheduled
targets on each day in the period 1 to 16 Awgust 1944, Bridges at two
points on the Seire required further attention. A group mission
egainst llentes-Gassicourt probebly rendered the structure unservicesble
(3 August), snd another out the lines west of o temporary spasn (8
August)e Oissol wes etbacked by o zroup of A-~20's on the 6th and the
aprreoaches to the new spar demapged. Possible demage to one of the
bridges there was reported following the last of the ettacks on Seine
structures on 12 [uzusb. Howover, later ground investigetion dis=
closed the fact thet this railway bridge was beiny used for vehicular
traffic at the time of the 12 August ettack. Neny vehicles were
destrcyed on the bridge, end the block thus oreated oaused a notsbhle
treffic jem. For epproximeboly five miles back into the country,
grourd observers noted & line of vshicles and guns. All vehicles had

27
been either burred by their crews or set on fire by strafing.
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Paris~Orleans Gap

. In the Paris~Orlesns gap siz targets were bombed during this
perlod. The few planes which cumpleted their mission on 1 August did
no damoge to +the reilway jJunetion ek Epone-l’ezderes, but three
subsequent missions dsmeged the embankment or cub tracks. Lines were
sut by the group which ettacked the bridge at Faintenon (1 August),
and while the first two of the thres group missions against Chartres
(1, 3 August) failed o destroy the bridze, the thira (9 August)
collepsed the east span. Eperren erbeankwent wes hit four times (4, 9,
10, 14 iugust), the lagt sttack being delivered at Army request; and
on eech occesion demege was dore te the lires there. Lines ware
rondered unserviceable by sroup atbacks on the bridges et Nogent le

Roi (7 Auzust) and at Cherlsy (13 August),

Loire Bridges

. In the short pericd vhen Loire tarzets were gunerally open to
attack (1 to 8 August), four were bombed by group missions, On
1 tugust the cmbanlmens at Bouchemedn (near Angers) was out snd the
bridgs at Les Ponts du e rexdored usservicsable, The same day
epproaches to tho Ciag Iters bridges were hit, while the eastern
structure wes broken in two places by & follow-up abtack on the 24,
Lits on the epprouches to & bridge ot Nenbtes made it temporarily

unservicesble,

Inside the interdiotion Zone

fuzust dircetives speadily elimineted +tho bergets within the
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Seine-Loire exo which had, in previcus menths, flgured comnspicuously
in the opersbione of IX BC, end only n few oabbecelks wore delivered--
“ £ll in the poried 1 to 5 August. Beth erds of the bridge at Nogent
sur Loire were severed by e« bombinzg on the lst, snd severe dsmage
cruzed by one ob lleroy on the dd. Seven bridges within the zyo were
citecked by rs meny sroups on b August, the most conspicuous results
being those aettoined at Le Mems, where all lines were eub, and at
Le Oroisillie snd Leigle, where approuches were reported seversd. The
other ettacks, like those earlier delivered at RBourth (1 Aurust) and
La Cheneie (3 Ausust), inflicted only incidental demage. On the 6th,
. howsver, o group atback on the Courtalain bridge destroyed its
gouthern half urd likewlse a looomotivey eni 13 cors which were on
the strusture st the time of the bombing. The same day e group atbuck
hit the approsches at Beaummont sur Ssrthe. Thereafter there were no

I sttocks on bridges in this area unless at Ammy request.

Bridgos Esst of Psris
Althouzh bridges on the pew Interdiction line to the emst of
Paris (Scheduls B, second priority) did not appear oan a formel

listing of targets until the 9 Ausust directive, the compaign

tgainst ther bagon on the 7th. Then the bridse abt Hogent sur Seine

viis bombed by 14 eircraft to blook the movement of divisions from

the seuth into the Paris area, snd hits wore scorsd on trecks. On
’ the same day the bridze at Corble was portislly destroyed by & group

ettack, while snobher caused the lines et Ieuvy sur Loire to be

-—-N
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clossed as unsorvicesble. On 8 Aupust no less than eight points on
this lire, renging from frevent in the north to Joigny in the south,
wore subjeobzd to abbacks of group strengbh. ALt Joigny hits were
saorcd on the bridge and on a train erossing it. The strustures at
Fenbeuil, Feromne, snd Jussy were reported unsorvicesble or probably
unserviceeble; and demare vwas done to the lines at Frevent, Doullens,
snd Les Toulons. Only st Lnizy le Chateau did the abtback leck effect.
This bridge again eseaped injury on 10 August; but on that day the
northorn half of the structure af Nogent sur Seine was destroyed by
e group ettack, snd hits were scored on the approsches ab Peronns.
Flsmes wes e38in e terget on the 1lth and the 16th: the first

atteck mede the lines uaservicesble, and results of the second, when
only three plenes attecked, are unlmewn. Om 13 August, Qesutor was
bonbed for the first, Doullens for the second, sund Peronne for the
third time since 8 Ausust., These group esseults demsged Beautor,
rendered Doullens unservicesbls, and probably displeced the

structure st Peronne. Since the lines et Les Foulons were expected
to be passsble by 15 August, Hhis terget wes again attacked, with
proteble heavy demeze, on the 14th., On that day e group nission
egalonst Frovenb blocked through traffic in the marshelling yards
thore. Altogether, 12 of the 21 points on Scheduls B had been
attacked botween 7 and 16 August, with & result of six bridges

partially destroyed or remdersd unservicesble.

Qise~Sembre Line

lttecks on the nine targsets which appearcd on Schedule C of the
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9 Auzust direcbive were begun on ke day it was issued, when five of
then were bombod. After the second of two ebttecks on Chauny, demage
to the bridgo smd jts embankments slessed it as unserviceable. Cuts
st both ends wore roported et Peawnopt and the cenbor spen &t
Conmpiepne was destroyed; while et Velmendois-1'Isle Adem the lines
were rendered unservicesbles A sixth bridge wos struck on the 1ith,
whon with a view Lo impediny the novement of three enemy divislions
reported moving into the Perds ares from the northesst, Creil

st. Meximin was severely demeged. Socond attecks on Pontoise (14
Auzust) end Valnendois~) 1Isle Adem (15 sucust) rendersd the lines
unserviceeble in eech case. on the 15th an attack on Avers sur Cise
probebly broke the bridge there. This ettook, end one whose hembs
blenzeted the mershelling yerd &b gompiegne the same dey, were
desizned to blook an enemy division moving from Belglum into the
Peris region. Nine atbtacks, osch in group strenzth, had blocked
treffic over seven Oise bridges, et least temporsrily, between 9 and
15 Angust and by SO doing contributed to the effectiveness of the

interdictlion progreéile

adr Strikes on the Enemy's Line of Rebtreab

while not integral parts of the formel interdiction progretls
certein sttecks by IX BC on eneny commmnications pOSSEsd special
significence because of their reletionship o the btactical situstion
on the ground. That the enemy intended to withdrew eastward from the

Arpgentan area Wad suspected es early as 12 Auzust; by the 1l4th sueh

W
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o movement was definitely under way across the Tougues and Risle
rivers towards Rouens By the 20th, Germen troops wers packed in the
wooded ereas on the wost benk of the Seine in the vicinity of Rouen
&t ferry crossings which they could use freely only sb nizhte

As this situetion developed, IX BC was celled upon to ache.
Eerlier it hod devoted its erergles to preventing enemy movement
into the battle erem. Now it acted with opposite intent--to prevent
his movement fron the babtble ares so that his srmies might be there
destroyed. Aotion followed action in the poriod 12 to 27 August,
with this mission slways in view.

On 12 August six groups were essigned the task of blooking
roads west of Falaise ond Argentsn about such centers as Conds sur
Toireeu, FPlers, Briouze, smd La Foarte ece, althouzh the towns them~
sslves were to be svoided. Some 40 points were specified for atback.
Aiporaft were ovor their targebs from 1951 to 2051 hours, end 163
planes dropped 237.85 tons of 100+500~, and 1,000-pound GF bombs,
some with delayed-action fuzes Lo haress night movenerts. In the
czse of 13 road points, success was achieved in verying degres; in
the majority of cases either no bombing tock place or no demage was
escertained. OSince some concern developed lest allied sdvence into
the bombed ares be hampered by 12<hour delay fuzings such s hed beon
employed on some of the bombds dropped, later missions of like
charecter used e six-hour delay as a mexiTure

Tke following day the roed net in the general area of Lisieux
served 8s the objective, mnd upwards of 70 points were marked for

attack. These ranged from Pont 1'Evequo in the north, through

. <o a0
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Berney snd Broglise, to the vicinity of Ruzles in the south. &
totel of 251 alrecraft fror eizht groups dropped over 430 tous of
250~ sud BOO-pound GP bombs, wlith results gemerslly more grabifying
than those of the previous dey. Demege was done in saue 30 pleces
vhere boxbs foll on or seross rosds or where inbersections wore
reportod blenketed.

At Army request, bridges ovor the Tougues River, which flows
through Lisisux to the sea, were assigned eas targets for three
cttecks by 18 to 19 planes each, on 14 Aucust. Hits were saored at
Notre Derme de Courson, and strikes covered two brldges neer Quilly
le Vicombe. Ab Gossot no demage was dones

On the 15th, road junctions ecsmst of the Risle River aund four
bridges over the river itsclf were ordered atbtacked by four groups.
A totel of 125 aireraft wan dispebched, but all were recslled
becguse of unfaversble weather. The Risle bridges wers, however,
rated as of such importenes in the effort to bloock the enemy's
escape routes that attacks were mede on them in the course of the
two following days, with a IFF plane leadinz sach of the abitecking
formations. The first attompt on 16 Augunst to bamb the bridges
could not be carried through, but the second resulted in the boming
of five on FFF. At Thibouville resulbs were unknown. Possible
demage was reporbted to structures at Port Audemer snd Briomne. On
the 17th four of the bridges sttacked the previous day were
rescheduled for abttack, together with six others. Weather wes not
favoreble: two of the 1l groups perticipeting did not bomb, while

others bowbed on PFF. Of 375 plames dispotched, 289 atiacked, dropping

-, & oy
m, ¥
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46575 tons of bombs. The pridge at Eemumontel was blonketed end
thet at Launey possibly demeged, whille the approaches at La
Ferriore, Beawmont le Roger, lassandres, Ponb Authou, and Pout
Audemer were hit. A second assanlt on the 17th ageinst five other
bridge bargets in the seme area again employed PFF. Four groups
particlpated, one dividing its strength bebween two objectives, the
others concentrating on ome. A total of 238 tons of bombs were
dropped by the 123 airoreft ettacking. The bridge at Le Bourg wes
reported blenketed and the approaches daezed at Appeville, Foulbec,
end at one of the structures at La Rebellorie. Lster investigetion
on the ground indicsted that roed eraters had temporarily blocked
traffic in the attscks of 16 and 17 August at Ericnne and
Thibouville. In the first instance the Lown wes badly demeged end
keavy casualties inflicted on eiviliems. In the second, & large
erea of the town was cleas‘i:rt)y'cd.z8

A few doys leter IX EC joined fighter-~bombers in the effort to
harass the enemy, who was then seeking to cross the Seine. On 20
fuzust attacus om three forest sress jJust west of the Seine wrers
plermed, but only one could be cerried out. Two groaps, howevor,
dropped over 120 tons of 2€0-pound frags on German concentrations
in the Foret de la lande. Nesrly s week later like targets were
hard hit in the seme arsa. On the 26th soven groups attocked,
followed by seven more the following day. On the 26th, 179 aireraft
dropped. 232.5 tons of B0J~-pound GP bombs and 260-pound frags; on the

27th, 141 plenes bombed with the ssme weight of 500-pound @GP bambs
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together with 260-pound snd §00-pound frags. In each stteck the
mejority of the borbs were reported to have fallen in the targst
“ ereass. o othor evidence of the results of these attacks is available,

althourh it is assumed thet enemy losses were severo.

BEnemy Sunplies

Throughout the better part of August fuel and emmunition dumps
figured as sceond end third priority tergots for T BEC. Such targets,
loceted in some 30 plasces, were in this period the cbjectives for 34
attecks delivered by 12 to 132 smircraft. The purpose of the atiecks
was to destroy stocks upon which German troops in the bettle zone
depended, end thus further to attenuste their supplies of vitel
meberials.
In the early days of the month, when the Arzentan pocket wes
taking shope but belore the mass withdrawal bezmn on the l14th, 13
. dunps in or near the battle area were bormbed. The fomilier tergzet of
the Foret &' [mdaine was subjected %o stteck by four groups whioh
dropped over 164 tons of borbs (6 August). Dumps in the Foret de
Sille (5 August), the Foret de Perssigne (6 fAugnst), and Le Lude
{2, 7 Aucust) were elso struck. All of these wers in the immediete
eree. of conflict, but hits wore elso made on taorgets some little
distence fraz the troops which they served. Amonz them were dumps in
the Rouen area gt Caudsbec (2, 10 Auzust) end the Foret de Rowmare
’ (11 August) end enother et le Buisson near Evreuxe To the west of
Parig, fuel stocks at Mainbenon were struck (2 August), and to the

south of the cepital those at Corbeil were bombed (13 August). Aleng
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+the Loire, dumps were selected for atteck in the Ioret de Blois
{6, 7 Auzust), in the Foret de Yontrichard, oast of Tours (11 August),
“ end et Bsuchos du Desert in the Nentes area (7 Awgust).

Fror 15 Eugust the dumps sttscked wore comewhot ferther removed
from the battle sres, althouzh their roaletionship therewith wes so
elose &5 to werrent erry requests for bombings. Targets close in to
Paris were bembed ot the Foret de Chantilly (15 August), the Foreb
de 1'Isle Adem (18 Lugust), end Velenten (18 Auczust)e Others were
hit in the Compiegne-Chauny-Leon region, Complegne, itself, end
Compiegne~Clairox (26 Amgust), the Foret de l'iizue {28 August),

. St. Cobain (26 August), Perisis (28 Aujust), and the Foret de
Semoussy (27 Auzust). In the Beauvais asrea attacks were mede at
Lerseilles en Beeuveisis (15 Ausust) end at Fournivel (26 August).
Cther etteacks were nade yet ferther north in the Somme region at such
. polnts es Hem {28 August), Poullens (28 2uzust), end ferther to the
wvest in the vicinity of frques (25, 31 August), axd et Querrien
(28 Lugust).

In only e few cases is there direot svidence of results
achieved. Reports of reny crgters observed following the two
sttecks on the errunition dumps et Le Lude (2, 7 August), of
explosions end fires produced b Compiegre (26 August), snd of like
results et Domllens (28 August) end the I'oret d' Arques (31 Lugust)
are oxcepbioral. Dven more exceptionel 1s the stezbement thet st

’ Corbeil (13 Ausust) the point et which fuel was transferred from tenk
cars to berges wec completely obliterated by o sroup ettack. In the

other ceses roports state merely that bombs fell in the terget areas

M
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or declare that the results of bomblng were non-assesssble, es in
the extreme ceses of nicht borbing of dumps et the Foret de Sille
(5 fazust) and the Forebt d! Halouze (13 fugust). In the course of
the month over 1,600 smirercit participeted in these ettacks, dropping

some 2,288 tons of bombs.

The Drebton Forts

I¥ BC partlcipated in the efforts 1o reduce the enenmy strong-
holds abt 8t. Meslo; cn the nser«by Ile de Cezermbre, end at the fortress
of Brest during August 10944. In all cases the aschbions, plenred in
conjunction with the assaulting forecs, are to be clessified as air-
ground cooperstion end related to the efforts of Finth Air Porce

Pighter-bembers sgeainst the serme objectives.

S5t. Ialo

In the case of St. Uelo, IX BC abttacks upon the cibadel st
Ete Serven begen on § August with an abtteck by two groups carrying
1,000-pound GP bembs. Cn the lith a single group dropped 500-pound
GP's, exnd on the 15th three groups bombed vwith 280-pound GP'e,
100-pourd incerdisries, snd 1,000-~pound S4PYs. A totel of 208 sir-
craft ottecked on these three ocossions, dropping 319.5 tons. The
target was en underground fortress, well provided with deew shelters,
vhosa p11l boxes, gun enplecements, erd stronp-polnts were sll pro-
tected by heavy reimforced concretes. XNo penetration of these
structures wes found when the cibadel was exemined by pround

cbservers, nor wss evidence discovered of demsge dore by incerdiesries.

O’
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Prisonerst stetements indlcsted thet the berbings were herdly felt inm

the sholbers, end thet sttacks from the oir 4id not influence their

ae
“ surrender on 17 August.

Ile de Cezembre
The Ile de Cezembre, vwhich controlled the deep-wober cheamnel
to Ste. llalo mnd the approcches to Granville, was likewise sttacked
several timecs by Hinth Alr Forse rediums as well as by ibts fighter-
borberse Cno group delivered a night ebback with the aid of fleres
shortly aftor midnight 6~7 August, end reported thet 250~pound snd
§C0~pound GP's scored near misscs on the batteries which were holding
. up the grourd attack on St. Maloe Heevier attecks followed. Two
groups, equipped with pathfinders and ermed with 500~ and 2,000-pound
GP*s and 1,000wpound SAP's, bombed the islend egein on the 1llth. On
the 30th two groups led by pethfinders dropped 500~pound ard 1,000~
. pound GP's in the tumrpet eres, while the next dey, when fighter-borbers
ettecked with Nepalm, mediums of three groups, agein led by pathfinders,
mlxed In & few §00=-pound GP's with their wein loads of 1,000~pound
SAF'se. Ground end navel ortillery hed sherud in the boxbardment of the
target-~en islerd one-helf mile long snd one-guarter mile wide. When
ground, observers hed an oprortunity to exemire the islend, they were
struck by the fect that the entire islend wes covered with creters
erd debris produced by the eeriel atteck. Open gun emplecements end
’ en LAA position had been demolishad. Barracks snd the distillstion
plent hed been destroyed. However, while Napelm hed burned out one

shelter it hed spperently produced little effect on personnel.

A
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Urderpround sheltors, magazines, control points, snd the well pro-
tectod OP wore inbact end casuslties were sprarently few. The
“ surrender on 2 September was In part induced by e weber shortag{e) to
which the cdestruetion of the distilling plent had contributed. A
total of 255 sircraft of IX EC hed attacked the islend and dropped =
‘total of 465.5 tons of bambs. On 3 Septerber the Commanding Genrerel,
88d Infantry Division expressed his apprecistion of IX BC and IX TAC's
eir sttacks of 31 August which had demolished buildings that could
have been used as firing positions in defense of the beaches, sheared
off weepons in the oren, and by removing earth from camougleged
. shelters and pillboxes, allowed hosvy ertillery to reduce the letter
with direst layings "Undoubtedly the will of the defendins troops to
rosist was greatly lowered by the cembinetion of heavy basbardnment,
the jellied gesoline bembs, end the heavy artillery, to the point
where surrender ves nac:e:-.sser;yn.“':51
Inltisl Abtacks st Brest
As Americen forces closed in sbout Brest, two efforts were mede
by IX BC to dostroy in the harbor ships which it was reported the enemy
planned to usa to block its epprorches. On the Tth one group sttecked;
on the 9th, two. No damage was dore by the first, while possibile
demzge to one ship wes claimed aftor the secord atback., Later sttaooks

on Bresl are nerrstsd below,

’ Reernpitulstion *

In the course of the nonth of August IX B hed dispatched 9,142

e
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eircraft of which 6,584 asbtteckeds Thirty-four aircreft were lost and

1,032 demepeds Total tomrage of bembs dropped wes 10,470.69. Claims
32
were 2«0=2, snd total casualties 204 in combet missions.

The Linth ALlr Forece in the Brest Cemvaismn,
25 furust-19 Sepbember 1844

The pir-sround esssult on "Fortress Brest," postponed beceuse of
weather unfavoreble to air operstions, was finslly lsumched on 25
August 1944, Tt wos resolutely conbianued wntil 19 September, by which
dete Brest itself, emd likewise the Crozon peninsula, hed been entirely
reduced. Beceuse it constitutes & distinet entity, it is treated in
full here rogardless of the time limits elsevhere observed in this

sectione

The Roles of IX Bonber Qomrerd XTZ Tecbtierl Alr Cormmard

Direct sir-ground coogperation wes sfforded to the ground assault
on ell save three of the 26 deys involved. Fishter-borbers were active
on each of the 23 operationsl days of the period, while the weight of
medium boubardment wes epplied to Brest's perimeter defenses on sixz
days duriny the sssauli period. Hoovy bombardnent of other air forces
wus also employed, bub the main responsibility for tactical air
opsrations foll to the Niath Alr Force. Until 9 September, when it wes
declered that Brest no lenzer conshitubed oy priority for the Finbh
Adr Forees, SHAIF determined thabt air strikes in thet eree should bs
accorded a very high, erd st times the highcot prioriﬁy'becggse of the

velue then atiached to the port as a potential supply base. Thoro-

foro, when IX Bomber Command opercted, ib opersted in strength from its
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bases in Essex snd those in the Cherbourg peninsule, and fighter-~bombers
rondered vigorous air-zround cooporabion under the direction of XIX
“ TAC throughout the poricd. The positicn of this command wos unusunl,
since &t one end the sene time it must cover the operstions of TUSA in
the ocast and those sgainsgt Brest in the west, and hence direct
oporations at points owver 300 niles removed from one another. Tts own
resources wore not always sufficient to meet the demands of boths
hense ln the perlod of intenso effort at Brest from § Ho 10 Septerber,
two or more groups of IX TAC were placed undor the operastional control
of XTX TLC on each of thoso six dayss ¢Cn 5 Septerber alone XIX TAC
. employed its own seven groupas plus Pive from IX TAl.

Coordinstion of medium boubardrent with ground offort ocoasioned
some difficulties. Information as ¢ the structurs of the targets to
be bombed was at times so meager as to prevont the selection of the

. nost appropriste bomb loeds and fuzincs. On occasion berpots could be
desizrated only by mesns of coordinstes, a fact which mede their
ldentification difficult at the time of -the stbtesk wsnd therelore led
to spotty results. PFighter-bombers were rether more fortunate. Their
norral funmotion was to furnish sir-ground cooperation to the assaulting
units, the idesl situation being that in which they zave eontinuous
cover during the operatlonal periods The techniques of eir-yround
cooperstion were essenbially those which have been earlier deseribed;
and conteets with the Adr Bupport Partiecs of VIII Corps were gemerally

‘ successful, the targets assizned by them beiny sttacked from the eire
Howewar, since the enemy fired white smoke shells on our positions in

en effort to ceuse them to be attacked by friendly saireraft, colored

Hl
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smoko ceme into use bo merk enemy tergets. In default of tergets
given them by the ground, fighter~bonbers mizht attack predetermiasd
targets, ond in some instences they vore given their btergebs at the
time of teke=off. wenther over beses, or over the Brest tergets,
frequently conspired to reduce the intended weight of Ninth 4ir Force
attecks or the combinuity of cover snd on cccesion foreed hurrisd

brlefinzs when a mission had to teke edventege of & momentary breake

The Inlbial Adr Strikes, 25 Ausush

whima T ani———

On 25 Angust, the first dsy of the assault, air strikes by the
fighter~bombers were chiefly directed sgainst shippinge These unususl
targets were attacked successfully. The 362d FB Group flew four
missions and ocsused the oxplosion of a eruiser which was observed
burning the next day. Two vessals were destroyed by rockets in 1;he
course of 406th FR Greup's nine missions. In four missions by
358%h FB Group two vessels were claimed destroyed end e third was
loft burninge. The same dey, one group of IX BC wes mssigned to esch
of nine targets in the Brest defenses--four coastsl batteries, three
AAA positions, cud two stronz points. In only throeo cases were
positive effects reporteds two zun positions severely demeged at
Horvinioi coastal battery, one direct hit and a concenbration on the
ALA betbery et Pointe d'lspegpols, and trucks end e road cubt near the
strong point in the arsenals A tobal of 273 ailrcereft of IX BC had
attacked, droppiny 383.7 tons of bombs (100~, §00-, end 1,000-pound

GP's together with 260-pouxd frans).

- »‘ .
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pir-Ground Cooperstion durinz the Asssult

As the air=ground atteck progressed, IX BC continued to atback
the ssmo types of targets, the only notable veriastion being the bombing
of bridges over the Penfeld River (1 September), while fighter-~bombars
ebtacked ground tergets almost exclusively. Iroop concentrations,
barrects, {lak positions, and sbove all, gun positions figure in the
list of their desigusted targets with an elmost monotonous regularity.
Pilots? reports are of necessity less informetive than one would
dosire. They specify the point abbacked, on ozemsion declare that a
bettery was silenced, but more often are content to declere resulis
poor, fair, good, or excellent, or to state that their bombs hit the
terob ares. The neture of the ettacks, the character of the targets,
end +ne atmospherie conditions rendered nore exact reports impossible.
Because of edverse weather, coupled with the sbeence of flsk, bombsr
attacks were often delivered from eltitndes of 8,000 feet or less.

The two deys 5 snd 6 September saw an unususl effort on the part
of medium bembers and fighber-bombers aslikes The latter flew an
average of over 40 misgsions each dey with em everage of over 800 air-
craft dispsatched on missions which attaecked. The former sttaclked with
310 bombers on the 5th and 545 on the 6%h, the planes dropping 517
and 984.65 tons of bembs, respestively. PFlghter-bombers wore to
reach to grester heights then previcusly on 8 Septerber, when 49
nissions were flown with 574 eireraft dispastched to shere in the

oporobions egainst Breste

ll----!-‘-ln..~.\.
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Senle of Hinth Air TPorce Effort

The totel Ninth Alr Foree effort in sir-ground cooperation is

~ set forth in.the following teblee In it are listed only those
34
atbtecks which were carried throuzh by some of the planes dispatohed.

Alr Operations Azsinst Brest
25 Au~nst to 19 Septerber 1944

Fightar-bembers Mediur: Borbers
Missions ﬁ/c A/C A/C
Disprboched Dispatehed Attecking
Luge 286 17 167 320 273
huge 26 5 143
kuge 27 7 144
. Ang. 28 3 45
Az, Il 6 20
Sens 1 il 108 187 115
dop. 2 2 24
Sops, 3 20 313 252 181
Sap. 4 1 12
Sepe & 42 544 364 310
Sop.e 6 39 463 708 545
Sepe T 13 208
. Sepe 8 43 57%
Sepe 9 24 189
Sep, 10 11 172
Sope 11 21 188
Sepe 12 12 89
Sep. 13 2 16
Sep. 14 3] 43 280 124
Sep. 16 12 69
Sep. 17 8 56
Sep. 18 5 52
Sep. 19 & 27
Totals 331 3,698 2,059 1,573

Resulks fAehieved

‘ Nost unfortunetely, there is a decided lack of exaoct evidence
as to the results produced by these mtiacks which involved such

considerable use of Linth Air Fores resourges over so long a period.

L
j o
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Ground investigmbions plus a few stetements on the part of the ground
forcss do, however, permit some pemersl cbservatlons snd afford
“ exanples which are helpful. That our exsct knowledge should be so
linited is due to two factors: first, the faet that intense artillery
fire in addition to various types of air bombardment so churned up the
prea within the perimeter defenses as to prevent the evaluation of most
Minth Alr Porce stiacks; and second, the sbsencs, st present writing,
of any considersble mass of evidence derived frem the ground forces
participating.ss
Fortified Positions
. The results of the bombing of modern reinforced conercte
enplpcements were negstive. These structwres proved practiecally
impervious to eir attack, end there appears to bs no suthentleated
regort of one beinz so destroyed. A 1,000-pound bomb falling close
. to 8 battleship-type turret of five-inch steel feiled to inflliet
damaze upon it. In tThe cese of masonry forts there is one example
which shows that mediun beombsrdment could be effectives Fh. Eeranaux
wes en old stone structure provided with a moat. Three abbacks
{1, 3, and 6 September) completoly reduced the old fortifications and
partially filled the surrounding moat, althsouzh modern emplacements
suffered little. That the bombings should have been so effective is
possibly due to the fact that the tarpget was eesily identifieble
from the air. Atbacks by mediums upon open emplacements seem to
’ heve produced gocd results, the number of hombs dropped in sueh
ections incressing the chances of zcoring the needed direct hits.

Fighter-bombers merely by their prosence in en area served to

—_
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silence the fire of enenmy srtillery which they threatened. Iowever,

dive bombing of modern emplscenents not previously fractured by
“ susteined ertillery fire wao not offective. Direct hits on open

exnplecenents woro desbructive, snd blast and fragmentabion effects

were produced by nesr misses.

Lvidence Supplied by Ground Cemmsnders
From 29th Infantry Division sourcss come isolated examples of
results produced by eir striles. Five deys' softening of the strong
reint et Eergomant wes followed by & dive~borbing stteck immedistely
proceding the ground attack on 7 September. In the finel air strile
. by formetions of P-47's, dsmege wes done to meteriel end persommsl
whieh, coupled with the feot that air ection kept the Germans under
cover, allowed the capture of a Pirst critioal position. It wes much
the ssme story at the strongly defended positiom on Hill 89, The air
. gtrike here registered only ore direct hit, the balance beins neer
misses; but ejein the enemy wes kept undsr cover as the 118th Infantry
Regiment advenced end selzed the posibione What wes in some weys the
most interesting exemple of direct air-rround cooperstion was afforded
by the erotion ajeinst Fort Toubroch on 3 Septerber. The commander of
the Sth Renger Battalion asked fighter-borbors on air alert for a
bembing of his objective. They complied, snd &3 their last bowb
struck, the Hempors closed on the fort end took it before its defenders
. had en oprortunity to organize for further resistemee. It was reported
that leedins elements of the Rengers reached the position six minutes
after the last bomb fell. Bere the velue of the close cosrdinetion

of ground esseult with air striko was fully demonstrated.

st
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Lvidence furnished by the 28th Infeubry Division is supplemented
by that of the 23 Infawbry Divisions. On 27 August en air strike by
“ 12 P-4T's, coordineted with heavy artillery fire, knocked out Babtery
Demsine (coordinates 008047), producing marked effect on its bunkers
and erplaceronts, some of vhich were only 200 yards fram our front
lines. 4 strafing (3 September) by eight Thunderbolts on enemy
positions 180 bo 203 yards in front of the 23d Infantry Regiment
opened the way for their cepture. Zven when an element of 38th
In:i‘entry Foginent was strafed at the bezinninz of & run, the men who
took the enemy strony point remerked that they were zled to have had
. the direct cooperation which hed reduced onm emplroement, An all-
afternocon atback, in vhich targets on Hill 90 were pounded by artillery
and bombed end strafed from the air, allowed the hill to be occupled
without resistance the follcwing morning; while Hill 100, which cone-
stltuted the domineting torrein fesbure st the eegtern edpe of Brest,
. was ecnplebely neubralized by dive bombing end heavy artiliery. In
conseguence it foll without excessive loss to the infenbry. The
Infantry break-through et Ilice on 11 September followed irmedintely
sfter fighter-bombers hed bambed in the vicinity of the enowy's centor

of resistanca,.

Geoneral Conclusiors
Such facts s the ebove do not give the full reasure of the

‘ results produced by the severel hundred missione flown by the Ninth

Alr Force in the nssault upon Drest. They do, hewever, prove thed on
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some oceosions elir mede notihle combribublon to the success cchieved,
even vhen only smell air formetions were employeds They further
~ suggest thet the elwost comsteunt presence of our cirersft over the
scseult area not merely proluced an sdverse offect upon the enemyts
norsle but also lessered his capacity to resist by reducing the volume
of his artillery fires In this connection it should be chserved that
our tir suprermscy over Brest ves cauplete throughout the assault
periods There were no encounbers with ememy planes, only two alr-
creft of IX BC were lost in the course of its sttaucks, end fighber~
bouber losses were remerkably low. The rate of loss from flal wes
. undoubtedly ;gﬂuced by ertillery fire on flek positions prior to me jor
gir strilkes. In eddition it is cvident thet effective air attecks
could be delivercd epeinst enemy positions close to those occupied by
friendly %rcops--~the entire sbsence of ground ocasualties from atbecks
. by friendly plenes constibtubes further proof of the rogsibility of
such cobions. Furbherpore, the value of air alert rs an instrument -
of air-ground cocperetion was fully demonsbtreted. Ihs use averbed
the hezerds ineident to plemnced missions, which must of necessity be
laid on well in advanse of the atteck and without kuowledge of rapid
chenges in the dateils of the ground situsbion produced in the intervsl
tetwoen the briefing and the actusl eir strike. The device likewise
elloved the ground commonder to concentrate nir powsr on active tergets
¢lose to his own lines end to effeot such concentretion within the
. shortest possible time limit. Ground agreed with sir on these points,
Iwo other retters connected with eirts participstion in the

reductlon of Brest require nention. Firct, air wes able, as o commander

M
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of the 28th Infentry Division testified, to meke cffective ettocks
upon targets beyoné the renge of ground observetione Second,
throuzhout the assault tacticel reconralssance planes of the Ninth
Adr Porco assisted in directing the fire of ertillery. G~3 Alr of
Twelith Lrmy Group steted on 7 September thet ertillery officers feltb
thet the spotbing by airereft engeged in "Arty R" throughout the
Brest campaign hed been tho best thet they had experienced.37
Attacks by the Ninth Adr Foroe continued until 19 Septenbere On

that dey esarly wissions were flovm, but others were recalled, conbtrol

inferming them thet "the war was over on the Crozon peninsuls.®

o ————
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Chapter VI

OFERATIONS IN SEPTEMBER 1944

The Ground Situstion

Ground foree operstbions for Sepbember 1944 fall inte two well-
merked phases embrecing equel portions of the month. The first, a
continustion of the Battle of Frence, was norked by further Germen
withdrevels snd persisted until 14 Sepbesber. By that date Azerican
forces hed reeched !enstrichit, faced the Siegfried Line from Aechen
to the Moselle, reschod that river et Thionville smd in the MNetz
area, erd crosced it south of Pont a lousson and leney. Initial
penetrotion of the Siegfried Line south of Aschen on 15 September
begen the Bebttle of Carmeny end marked the advent of the second
phase of The month's operations, e phese in which operstions steod
in marked contrest to those of the preceding period. Froblems of
supply, westher, snd terrsin limited Mmericen cepabilities, whils
the enemy reorgemized his foroes end generelly stood his ground,
giviag way only et points in the Aechen eree, in the vieinity of

Metz, and south of Nencye

Ninth Alr Force Livvements

Heedquerters

The further sdvence of the ground forces in Sepbember

determined thet movement should continue to be o fenbure of the
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life of Ninth Alr Force units. Its mein heedqguarters gave up its
Enslish stetion et Sunninghill Perk end estebliched itself et
Chantilly, to the morth of Paris (15 September), Advenced heed-
quarters, stresnulired to provide only essentiel operationsl persommel,
accempanied Twelfth Arsy Group to Verseilles (6 September) snd Verdun
(0 September) .1 In keeping with the niovement of the ammies with
which they were asscciated, the headquarters of IX and XIX TAC mroved
cestwerd. Verseilles (2 Soptember) end Jemioulx, near Cherlerci in
Belgiwm (11 September), servod as hesdquorters for IX TAC, while

XIX TAC's heedquarters first moved to Cheloms sur ¥arme (13 September)
and leter to Etein, neer Verdun (22 September)}. The first conmtinental

2
hepdquerters of IX BC was opened at Chartres on 18 September.

Combnt Tniks
These nmovements of headquarters were paralleled by the dis-

placement forvard of combat wnits. By the end of Sepbember the
fighter~bember groups of IX TAC were based on fields in the region
of Ste Quentin end Canbrei ard on others in the Reims ares, with a
single group et Florennes in Belgiums The group last mentioned had
ccoupled o Normendy bese at the outset of the month. Its third move
placed it on the most easterly field essigned to IX TAC et the
month!s close, by which time three other groups of the command hed
begun their movement to Belpgisn fields. The requirements of alr
operctlons in the Brest ares ccused XIX TAC to meintoin scme of its
sroups in the western aree umtil after the reduction of the forbress

on 18 erd 19 September, bubt by tho end of the ronth they were all

o -
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based on fields in proximity bto Reims or Ffarther %o the south in the
Vitry le Fremcois aree. By 2 October the last of TX BC's groups had
“ loft Bribeir ancd become operatiosel on the continente The 97th Wing
was by that dete besed on airfields just scuth of Paris and 99th Wing
well to the north of the capitel, on sirfields seoktered from
Cormeilles through Besumont sur Gisc and Beauvels to Roye Amy; while
98th Viing had shifted from its Pirst continental beses to & second
series in the vieinity of Dreux, Chartres, Cheteaudun, and Crleens.
Despite such forward movenents, the fighting front outren the
advance to new operabionel sites until mid-Septerber, end the fighter-
. bombers in perticuler operated under dissdvanbages. For them the
inoresse of the distence from their beses to the front lires was
eriticel since em increcse of that distance from 50 miles to over 100
miles served to increase the aversge durstion of fighter sorties from
two houre to elmost three hours, and to boost thelr operstionel zes
. consumption by 50 per cent.3 4 chenge from one field to encther 200
miles mearer to the front did wot obviate the necessity of using
auxiliery fuel tenls, nor 8id so grest en advantege as mizght be
inagined mccrue when s field vhich had been vombed early in the month
wes oceupled boefore its close.4 On occesion the necessity of pro-
viding sufficient fuel caused & limitstion of fighter-boxber tactics
by preventing the use of externel losdinps. In early September the
combination of tacticsel necescity and the locetion of their bases
’ forced fighter-bambers of XIX TAC to meke an initial flight to such

forwerd bases es Chatesudun, Coulommiers, Juvincourt, Reilws~Champegne,

L e
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ond St Digier, where they refuelled hefore flylng thelr missions.
Bren then the ommipresent problems of providing sdeguate fusl
supplies and services coccasioned further preblems. Cn one occesion
fighter-verkors abendoned e mission becavse of leck of fuel at the
edvinced bese; while on sncther, delays in refueliny caused the same
result. Such difficuliies were only in part offset by using advenced
boscs for roulement plenos refueling eb these bases on flight to a
first mission, returning for fuel and emmunition, end Plying & second
mission therefro:m.5 The demtnds upon trenmsportation ceused by move=-
monts at & time when tramsport fecilities were limited, coupled with
diffieulties of melntaining effective communicetions between combet
sroups end IX APSC, ceugsed the ordrnsvce supplies of fighter units to
becceme perilously low on octesione The ebsence of trucks interfered
with the effort to prestock sirfields bofore they becawe operetional,
end with their resupply ofter they were in unse. The shsence of
communicetions cawsed requisiticns to move slowly with resulting
delays in £illing theme In spite of these handicaps no operetions
were carceled due to the sbsence of ordmarce supplies. Only when
the front wos in some messure stabilized in mid-September srd when
further eastwnrd movements of bases were effected in a leter pericd
could ‘these problers bo reduced in size snd their effest upon

operetions be linmibed,.

Crgenizebional Chanres

Certsin organizetions)l changes in the Ninth Air Force require

mention here. Relieved of its essiyrment bo the Ninth as of

ﬁ
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26 pusust, IK TCC disappeers from the oper:ationa]. narrative, (m 16 .,
September TN BC was redssicneted eas the Sth Bombardment givision, by
which neme it will be deseribed throughout this chapter. Toward the
¢lose of the month o somewhet confused but brisf relatlonship wes estab-
lished between the Hinth Air Foree snd XII T&C. This comaend wes pert of
the Twelfth 4ir Foroe, and hed asccompanied the Sevenbth Us 5. Army in ibs
drive from southern I'rance into Alsese. fAs directed by higher suthority,
the Hinth Alr Torce assumed operetional cowbrol of XII TAC units on or
shout 24 Septerber, and soon efterwards was delegeted the sdministrative
rosponsibility which USSTAF hed essumed. Leber, the estsblishment of the
First Tacticel fir Force (Frovisionsl), designed to function with Sixth
Army Group, of which the Zeventh U, b. Army was & part, led to the sttach-
ment of XII TAC units to it. .owever, some measure of operstionel end
edministrebive conbrol over FII T4l on the part of Nimbth Aldr Fores con-
timied urnder verbal egreements untll epproximsbtely 16 Hovember. Heamwhile
& step was taken to provide XTI TAC with added strenzth for the better
performance of its mission. On 29 Sepbember, the 50th and 571lst FB Groups,
formerly with IX end XIX Tecbicel Air Commends resgectively, together with
emeillery units, were essigned to XII TAC. However, since the complicabted
relasbionship of XII TAC to the Ninth Adr TForce wes so brief, snd bsecauss
the story of its sctivities, like its operstionsl records, belonzs to the
First Tectical Air Force (PFrovisional), no attempt will be msde here to

2]
gat forth the operstionsl narretive of XII TAC.

IX Tacticel Alr Comuand
Alr~Ground Coopsrebion

The provision of eir strikes in cooperstion with ground units of

———
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PUSA wes combinusd by IX TiC. Hovewsr, sxiainstion of operational
racords indiesmbes thuat meny covering misslions developed imbo srmed
“ reconneisoanco nissions beyond the enemy's lines. The increasad use
off "¥" service for the control of sirbornme planes partly sccounts
for thls change, bub the rain cause is to be found in the changed
noture of sobtion on the ground. The shift from pursult to position
wverfere inevitsbly influenced nir teeties. It is alseo true thet the
e records give evon l2gs grephric inforrabion of air-ground
cooparstion than the earlier reports record. Yevertheless, when
extmples cre found they lndicele thel Jeint action hed lost none of
. its efficlencye Im the days vhen the purouit was continuing in the
north, three ermorod vehloles moving $o ebbeck our troops nesr frlon
were designebed as targets and destroyed. Likewise the advence of
the 34 fArmored Division nesr Limburg wes furthored when elements of
568th FB Group sucoessiully atbooked ¢ barn where & sun was hidden
. (10 September), schieved what grourd termed “perfect results" in
bembing vehicles (10 Sephomber), eud destroyed en antitank gun
(11 £eopbexber). Leter (18 Soptomber) the sewo division asked planes
of 404th I'D Group for a strike ageinst s Germen counterattack near
Tirlemons, end ground reported thet 10 armored vehicles were dostroyed.
The 365tk B Group destroyed three gun positions st the bohest of 24
Armored Division (11 September), while planes of 3634 and 368th FB
Groups responded to that division?s reguest for the bombins of tank
' braps and dragons? teoth o3 1t sourht to edvance south of hezhon
(12 september). By air action run euplasements wers destroyed east

of linastricht (16 Sepbember) by a formetion of 50th FB Group, while

——
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enother of the seme group bonbed woods in the same sres ab request
end also positions mear Velizenburg (17 September), with results
~ desoribed es good by grourd conbrol.

Fillboxes in woods norih of Aschen were the target for 24 borhs
dropped by 474th FB Group in vwhat zground texmed "a beantiful job,"
while lLeidenborn end gun positions were hit by plemes from the 50th
Group (22 September). "Exeollent beubing" by 368th PB Group was
roported followiny sn attack requssted on Gsilenkirchen, north of
Anchen (265 feptember). Cbher ezamples of joint action ere found in
accounts of air strikes associabted with the stiff fighting in the

. peneral area of Stolber: and the Robgen and Gemund forsstse There
388%h Croup obtained very pood results on a smokc-merked barget in
Robgen forest (23 Sopterber) end excollent results on indiceted stromg
points in the seme srea (20 Soptember). An interestiny feabure of the
latber atteck was the ground request thet the aireraft orbit owver the
area aftor their borbing to draw the ensmy's ettention sway from the
edvencs of friemdly troops. The suame group shtacked artillery in
Gezund forost srd scored well in o reguested strike on o smoke-marked
troop concenbraticn west of Stolberyz {29 September). The 387th was
oredited with o "beautiful job" in droppins four tons of bozbs on
smoke-marked tergets in the Hartgen forest (28 Scpbember). Stepping
over into the TUSA erca a formntion of 48th PB Group had patrolled ean
area west of lietz where enginesrs were bulldiny a bridge, end at
. ground's request broke a near~by dam. Cubt of such incidents was the

sbory of air-ground cooperabion by IX TAC composed. In the First 15

deys of Jeplember elono, 183 missions had been dispatched to ensble
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the command to discharge one of its major funstions. The missions
were ususlly of squadron strength with e portion of the participating

sirereft mssipned to the provision of top cover.

Hirhway Tarsebs

Armed reconnalssance was likewlse a nerlred feature of IX TAC'S
aotivities. The comsiderable offort directed st interdiction and
reilway terpots will be troated lmber in comnectiorn with the inter-
diction progran. The other missions of this type were largely con-
centreted in IX TAC's eree of responsibility on the FUSA front, although
on ozoasion a mission might be flown in the Dijon erea (6 September) or
south of the Loire in the region of Bourges-ChaieaurouxSt. Amand
{8 September). As previously, roed targets were amonz those attacked,
perticularly in the early dsys of the nonth when roasds in the north
were orowdsd with Germen vehlcles noving to the esst along the line
Peromne~Cambrai-Velenciemnes~Cherlerois In the first four days of
September, IX TAC amsssed the wausual total of 2,201 MT, 128 armored
vehicles, 435 horse-drawn vehieles, snd 25 horse-drewn artillery
dostroyed or demaged in thils goneral area. On the single day of
8 Beptember active hunting in the so-called lions pockst yvielded the
largest olaims for euy day to date--019 I, 58 armored vehicles, end
757 horse-drewn vehicles. Azein on 9 September 368th Group, operating
with the 34 Lfrrored Division in the Aechen arca, submitbed cleims of
over 100 IT and 20 tenks destroyed or damaged%o Thoreafter the cleims
on individuel dsys were smaller, but totals for the month amounted to
5,017 1T, 293 armored vehicles, and 1,468 horsee~drawm vehicles, The

claims inevitebly fell off as the battle lines were stabilized. Barge

|
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treffic on the Rhine was occesionally atbacked, as on 14 Septeuber
wihen & formetion of 367th FB Group destroyed four paddle boubs and

three self-propelled barges south of Koblenz. The monthts claims of

boats and barpgss destroyed or demsged were 3l.

Bpecisl Missions

Spesial types of missions were cccasionally flowm by IX TAC.
Then the airborne "Operation larket™ was initiasted with eritieal
bridges in the Hotherlards as its objectives (L7 September), 48th,
366th, 367th, and 47¢th FB Groups {low group~shrengbh missions In ibs
supporbs These concentrated their atbecks on pun positions in order
to reduze the volune of £lak in +the sree which the troop cerriers must
venetrate, snd they reported seme guus destroyed and others silenced.
lissther censed the sbendorment of the efforts to conbinue this support

on the days whish immedistely followed.

Wight Intruders

Since the enemy was moving as litbtle as possible in deylight
beczuse of the unrelenting efforts of fightsr-bombers, night intruder
nilssions by P=38%s were atbempbed with a view to attacking end dis-
orgenizing his movements by nights SCR-584 was cmployed to bring the
plavies to their terget end to direct their return to base. This
control funetioned well, but westher severely linited the number of
missions which could bs flown, and the malfunctioning of flares and
bombs on oscesion reduced the effect of such es wore flown. From four
to nine aircreft perticipated in five night intruder missions by 474th

FB Group (10, 12, 17, 29 September); cne plane was lost to friendly and

g
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one to ememy flsk. A mershalliny yard was bombed at layen end the
destruction of two locomotives claimed. Elsewhere trains and convoys

wore bombed and strafed with results usually unobserved.

Propazends lesflets

Leaflet bombs were likewise dropped on occasion either by missions
flown for that specific purpose (e. J., 48th Group, 6 September, iu the
Usastricht-Tonzres area), or as a feature of srmed reconnsissence (ee Cos

405th Group, 26 Septembar, in the Fuskirchen-Geilenkirchen area.)

Actions ageinst the GAF

Airfields

By attacks on enemy alrficlds and in sir encounters IX TAC
assisted in maintaining eir superiority and further reduced the
strenzth of the Luftwaffe. An attask by planes of 48th Group, on a
field near Giessen (9 Septamber) resulted in pilots? claims of F-2-5.
On 10 September a field in the Frankfurt ares wes hit by 370th FB
Group end snother on the followling day by the 367th, pilobs' claims
beinz 2-0-0 snd 19=0-0, respectively. AL en eirfield neer Boun,
explosions end black smoke were produced by en atitack of 50th Group
(12 September), while an element of the seme group demaged the hangars
gt Hanau and claimed 11=0«2 ensmy aireraft on the zround at
Seligenstadt (13 September). The latter two fields were in the
general srea of Frankfurt. In the Xoln region hengsrs end bulldings

wore hit by 48th Group sttacks on Ostheinm end Viahn (13 September).

Adr Encounters

11 Sepbember was an unusuel dey inasmuch es more tham 70 enomy

~ ey -
Lo -
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alreraft were sighted, with two encounters teking place., ihon four
enery plenes hed the temerity to boumce 12 of a 365th Group formation

. In the Donn~Duren ares, all wore destroyed et no loss, while o squadron
of 368th Group destroyed five sttecking II~109Ts for the loss of one in
combat over Eupens The next dey more than 70 enemy aireraft attacked
20 P-33ts of 474th FB Group neer Durene. Five of our planes were lost
as against pilobs' cleixs of 8~1-9. Three ensocunters occurred over
Aschen on the 16th, tojcthor with & sightineg which did not develep inbko
ccrbet since the enemy turned towerd Holn and its strong flak defences.
4 formation of 33 P-38's of 370th Group, when jumped by more then B0

. creoy plenss, lost one bubt clsimed 2-0-3. Seven P-47's of 404th Group

Joined in the combet, engazing nine enemy sireraft end celaiming 4-0-2

for no losse In the third ection of the day e squadron of EOth Group
wos bounced by 12 Fii=190's end climimed 6-0~2 for mo loss. Tt is
significrnt thet the day wes ons of conbinued sround effort to
pexetrate the Siegfried Line in the Aachen region end that the eneny
was egsressive. Two deys later (18 Septerber) one squedron of 365th

Group lost four plenes when bounced by 36 to 40 enemy aircraft over

&achen, but elaimed &n equal number destroyed. Anocther squadron of

the sawe proup sipghted Z6=plus of the eneny leaving the Amchen ares,

but Pailed to pursue theme Three sir setions trenspired in o single
hour on the 21st in the Born=y41ln region, three group formations of

I¥ TAC chearing the honors without loss. The 50th Group destroyed

’ three of the 10 Fu-1S0's vhich they atbscked; 48th Group cleimed three

out of scme six 'E-109ts whieh stiseked thom; end 367th Group reported

e
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4-4~2 when they were jurped by 20-~plus IT-109's, Further encourters
ozcurrsd on each of the three days 26 bo 28 Septexbere. Over Bomn
. (26 Septeuber) a squadron of 365th FB CGroup clalmed 2-1-) in e combet
in which some of the enemy planes appesred to be old MNE-103fs, 1In
onsounter with over E0 enemy plenes over Ducseldorf (27 Septexber) 16
P=4iTts of 36Tth Group lost one but cleimed 6-0-l, Firpally, when 36
eircraft of 404th Group ettacked 20 of the enomy ovor Armhem
(28 Septorber), they sufferod no loss ir scoring 7-0-2, Of the enexy
plones destroyed, a sinzle pilot cleimed si::.ll
Tobal claims reported by IX TAC for Sepbesber in respect to eneny
. eireroft wore 70-11-33 in tho air and 24-3-7 on the ground. In the
course of the month the commerd had flowr 307 missions, dispatching

12
9,708 slroraft end dropping 1,855 tons of bombs.

ZIX Tectionl Ay Commend

' HAr~Ground Cooperation

The lstz Ares
Exsmples, rebher then e conplete nasrretive, must suffice bo
indicete the netvre of air-grownd cooperstion between XIX TAC end TUSA
on the eastern battlefields. As XX Corps developed its attack south
of Mcbz on 10 September, e serles of sguadron-strength missions by
36th, 3624, and 371lst FB Groups took action so effective es to earn
the comnendation of the ground forses. FPed sroke mersed & Tort es
‘ terget whnich ves struck with results roported gocd. &t Arry, east of
the lloselle, cne Tormablon struck at terks snd trusks, destroying one
of the forumer trnd two of the lebler ot request; while another made 40

individual passes ot 15 tanks in the town exd left them owoking and

M

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. g
Y e— ' 244

irmobile. As reguested by Gth Infentry Division sn enemy-held area
near Amenvillers was neutralized by strafing, and sn smmunition duup
in the same eres was hit by 20 bembs which started fires. XX Corps
reported that the successful attacks fecilitated the infrmtryts
advance end thebt they Imocked out some fortifiostions end led groups
of eneny troops to surrender during the bmbing.ls

On 15 Sepbember, §th Infenbry Division instructed & covering
squedron of 4£08th Group to beub o erossroads neer Pegny, south of letz,
where two benks and 17 1T were destroyed; and on the Z0th two nore were
destroyed nesr Fleury, where the uree wes blind-bonbed. The Sth
Infentry Division reporiod thet hits wore scored end s gZun position
destroyced. dJoint afforts conbinued in the Itz sreas where forts were
usuelly the cbjectives. The 205th Group delivered s series of attescks
egeinst these tarpots. On 20 Sepberber e squedron dropped Fapalm
tonlzs end bombs ¢n Fort Foe. 1. Cn the 24th the fort &b U-7762 was
bembed end strsied by one squadron and hit egein two days lebter by
three sqguedrons vhosze borbs ond Napalr ter¥ks fired barrscks. The next
dey (27 Septezber) three stubborn forts vere sttscked--one by four
squadrons end two others by one coch. All woro woll hit end ground
declared itself plessed trith the results ot U=-72350., On 28 September
g0tk Infrntry Division marked the fort et U-7858 with smoke, and 36
eireraft of 3E5th Group dropped 22 x 1,000-pound GP srd 23 x Ld0-gellon
Y¥apales bogbs on the target. Direet hits were mede exd e firoe sterted.
Thres other forts were hit by emother nission on the psrt of 40 plenes

from the sene sroup on this sspe dey. Later, on 29 September, a

\
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squedron of 36th Group, essizned to cover units of XV Corps, wvas
picked up by 90th Infenbry Divislon of XX Corps exd directed to

. abteck the villazes of fmenvillers snd Semeccourt which it successfully
bombed end gtrafede A pilot who beailed out in the course of this
nission later reported himeelf sef'e snd soted s & zround controller.
Go this day, £lso, & directed attack on troop billets in Malzieres
les etz dropped 22 bombs on the town snd then strafed it, producing

many fires.

The laney=-ipinel fres
When €0th Infentry Division wos attecking east of the Koselle

betwcen Fonbt & Ilousson and Hanoy, eir coopereted =t "Ironclad!'s"
directlione At its request five towns in the eres of its sdvence were
thoroughly fired on the 15th by the strafiny ettecks of three squadron=-
strength missions from 373d I3 CGroup, to vhich ground reported, "You

. ere doing e dexn jood job strafing, keep it up." On the strength of

this the squadren went on to silense two near~by gun positicnc.

On 15 September XIT Corps vvs driving ageinst Neney frenm the
woest, end nt its reguest ore squadron of 36th Group silenced en
88wmillinetor Sun pesition, while snother remdered e bridge umservice-
cblo. The seme dey French armor expressed 1ts thenks to 406th Group
for its inmterwvenbion in n tenk batile nesr Dompoire, west of Epiral.
Fere ground confirmed the dostruction of 16 tanks by one squadron

. which dropped four freg olustors end thon strefed. Two other
squadrons elso attecked exd destroyed five mors tenks between them.

The enemy's attack, delivercd by 45 tanks with two infentry companies

oy,
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in support, hed threatened to overrun the French commend post st Tille
sur Ilion; but close llaison between ground end eir, coupled with the
“ spreed end nccuracy of the eir strikes, hed seaved the cile,y.M Later when
¥II Corps wes moving eest from lanoy towards Cheteou Selins on
20 Seoptember, 4th Armored Divislon requested en ebback on 20 tanks end
es meny LT southesst of the latter town. A squudren of 36th Group
attacited. Its bonbs accounted for five ternks end its strefing for five
1T,
Cn the 24th tI}e same division experienced e counterstteck nt
Leneuveville en Saulnois, northwest of Cheteseu Salirs, arxd instrueted
. e squadron of 406th group to atbeck en eres in which there were &0
tanks. Vesther was troublesome, but two tenks were destroyed by
bombing, end nesr-by woods were strefed. Ground reported that eir had
repulsed the countersatteck. On the 25th, 405th flew nine squedron-
strengbh missicns ln cooperation with XII Corps end furnished several
. interesting exemples of eir strikes. Ground fog was heavy, bubt the
planes struck with good results the towns of Jallaucourt, Mellsucourt,
erd Fresones en Seulnoizs, as dirscted. At Chembery bombing wes through
clouds, but the violet smole merking the terget penetreted them, and
ground reported good results. One squadron observed a tenk battle near
Arracourt, The Z0 German tanks retreoted at their spprosch; but one
tank wes destroyed, two probaebly destroyed, and four demeged, while
the Arericen ground column udvenced. JAnother squadron was directed
. to e tenk bettle south of Hersucourt, where 20 to 30 enemy tenks faced
an American motorized colwn. The squadron dive-bombed the tenks,

destroying three and demeging one. It then strafed the wocds in the

S
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vicinity, believed o contain enemy troops, set fire to a house, snd
destroyed two hslf-bracks end e btruck. The ground controller reported
thet the squedron also flushed six tenks vhich were knocked out by our

ernies end artillery.

Gemeral Elster's Surrcnder

An interestinsg episcde conrected with sir-ground cooperation
cecurred on 16 September, when et the request of the comranding gerersl
of the Jinth Ts S. Army, Gezersl veylaxd, in command of XIX TAC, was
present ot tho surrender of the Germen Genersal Elster snd 20,000 of his
Herech Gruppe at Beeugency Bridgs. Genersl Elster end his forces were
rart of these elements of the Gerpan Vehrmacht in sowthern Frense which
hed sourht to join the buttle morth of the Loire. Plenes of XIX TAC,
disoherging their mission of guarding the southern flexk of TUSA, hed
loceted the exemy, cut his communications, and prevemted eny offective
ection on his perte Vhen on 10 September the negotistioncwere begun
which led to the surrender as the columms eventuslly resched the Loire,
Gereral Elster hed siznified thet he wes ready to cepitulbte If a halb
were enlled to air ebtecks. The attscks wore stopped, but the constent
threet of their rouewsl kept the Cerman leader to his resolution. Air
povier hed thus been the gresbest single fector in forcing the final

15
cepituletion.

e —t—— ——_— "

Yoad targets were regulerly subjected to attzek in the course of
exmed reconnaissence by XIX TAC durinpg tho month of September. As

previously, the net results were impressive, made so ss the result of

et S
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the socumulation of nurmerous smell claimse. As in the cmse of IX TAG,
the most extensive claims for the operatiens of individuel deys are

“ found at the bepinning of the period. Cn 1 Septerber 405th Group flew
six squedron-strength missions from Iezieres snd Arlon to Thionville,
Metz, Yaney, and Toul srd eleimed the destruction of 200 MP, 28 horse-
drewn vehleles, 5 texks, snd 4 horse~drewn ertillery. Two deys lster
three of ibs squadrons claimed 63 LT, 3 horse~drewn vehicles, snd 5
artillery pieces in the Seerbrucken-Strasbourg-Basle erea. BEven more
striking wore results achileved south of the Loire es the snemy streerxed
westward to escape the converging Third snd Seventh U. S5, Armies. On

. 1 Septerber 36th Group earred a comrendation from the Commending Generel,
XIX TAC. It had flown three squedron-strength missions in the Poitiers=
Chateauroux-Clemecy srea ard hed found a lsrge oconvoy of mixed wvehieles
esst of Chatellerault and obhers nesr Poltiers. They claimed the
destruction of some 500 wvehicles and demeze to many moree. On the Tth,
. 406th Group flsw two group-strensth missions, their essigned tarzets

being a mixed convey discovered neer Chatesurcux by tacticel recon-
neisserce. Cleims of over 450 vehicles destroyed were submitted,
Leter reports indicsted thet French Forces of the Interior took prisoner
the remments of the column. Incident to operations in this general
region, plencs of XIX TAC dropped propegande leaflet bombs in the
Cheteauroux, Epinal-Dieuze, emd Luxembourg-Chateauw Salins areas (9, 11,
20, 22 September.)

' Rhine barges on occasion offered pocd communicetions targzets. One

was destroyed and six others were driven sground by en sbtack from 3734

’_’
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Group on 156 September; snd O;l the 2Z5th the seme group destroyed 15,
together with o tuge. On the 29%h, likewise, 3624 Group wes assigned
barges at Binmen for dive~borbing atback. The assaulting squadron
dropped 21 x BOO=-pound GP bombs on 14 oil berges. Large fires resulted,
end six berges emd & tu; wore destroyed.

Abteelzs by XIX TAC upon reilwsy communications tarsets will bhe

treated in comnection wibth the inberdiction program.

Astions asrainst the QAR

Air Combets

Air combais between enenmy eiroeraft snd XIX TAC units were infre-
quent in September. A single enemy aireraft was shob down over
Saarbrucken during a sweep of that sres by 354th FB Group on the 10th, snd
enother was destroyed when 20 emeny planes jumped 15 aircreft of 371st
Group west of ferlsruhe on the 28th. The followingy day e squedron from
406th Group, while rail cubbing meer Lendem, sighted 30 enemy plenes. All
dropped their teanks and 12 to 15 olosed in combat in which the 406th lost
two but claimed 6-0«3. Aside from such sctions the air erncounters of 12
September were outstendinzgs £ squadron of 405th Group, covering the XII
Corps neer Pont o lousson, wes Jjunped by enemy planes end clmimed 5-05 for
the loss of two. Two formasbions of 354th F3 Grouv had encounbters in the
Lirbury ares. Ome formation of 11 P-5l's hrd etbacked en airfield when it
was asked to help enother squedron; in complying it tackled at lesst eight
eneny eirerelt with resulting claims of 6-0O=l. The second, with 15 P=5lts,
was bounced by over 40 Fiy-1801s which hed Mo-109's #lying top cover. The
354th's leeder snd .his wing men souzht Yo divert the coverinz formation,
but no corbet resulted. The balance of the formation, however, engezed in

dog fights with the Fi~190's end shot down 24 without loss es the enemy

pressed his aebback.
N
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Airfields

A few sctions rosulted in tho desbructlion of eremy plemes on
tha ground, Cn 1 Sopbtember the soore wus 2~0-2 ofter 10 eiroraft of
406th Group strefed a etz anirfleld which was thelr assigned tergst.
L sguedron of 3584th Groap cleimed 1-0=1 sfter its abbeck on a Dranifurd
Pield whers heavy flisk limited its sttack of 12 Sepiembers The sane
day snother of the 334th's formetions strafed e field neer Limburg
vhere itc clains of eignt destroyed brousht the groupts tobtel for the
day bo 39=0=3 in the air or on the ground. On the 274h = field atb
Gormerschein wes strafed by 16 aireraft of 36th Group, which desbroyed
two encuny pleres and left o henger burning. XIX TAC eowmbrol then ~ave
them en eirfield nesr etz ac a tergst, bub lack of fuel prevamted en
ebtzek. The nexb dey 31 P=517% of 354th Group strafed thrse airficlds
in the course of & sweep. On one west of Spoyer they destroyed ome
eod dsaejed encbthere NHo abbse: wes delivered on a field northwest of
Fremkfurs since hosvy £lek woulld heve rendered it unprefitsble; bub
et Erbonhein, north of ieinz, «nd ot e field south of Frenkfurt scores
of 4~0«2 and 2«0«0 wore run up, with a glider also destroyed. In
eddition 364th Croup seb two Pires on en airfield east of VWeisbeden
on this same missione By such ceblions, and by the strefing of a
Tield south of lletz om tho 23th, the Luftwuffe wns herassed and its

capabilities in sone mensure reduced.

Heoapitulebion

In the course of Septesbor XIXK 1.C had flown 7,781 sorbics ead

dropped 2,015 tons of boubs. It hiad conductel operstions on all deys

W
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of the morth savo two, bubt its sir asctivities had been considersbly
redused by westhor on 15 others.s Against onexy siroraft its total
. eleins were 32-0-5 in tho eir and 34~5~3% on the ground. Among sround
tergots elniumed destroyed wore 2 ,12% 1T, 198 ormorad vohioles, 276
locomotives, end 8282 rallway cers .10
In conmnestion with £11 fighter-bosber sotivities during this
menth it is to bo observed thet the relstively stabilized warfere of
The period presented f£aw close coopersticn targets. Assordinsly,
fizhber-bowbor effori was concentrated on samed reconnaissance against
troffic supportineg the onemy's sttempbed build-up alony the est wall.
. However, velusble assisberco was rendered in protectins the American
Toselle bridzehesd against nir and ground counbersbtacks; and in
coopsrating with limited objectivo attacks of tho Twelfth Awvmy Group
pll slony it fronbe A5 usual, the dmericen armies enjoyed an almost
. conplets Immunity from enemy air etbtecks during this period when thay
were regrowpinz, strengthering their supply situnbion, snd aolling

for snother strike.

9+th Bomberdment Division

Adr-Ground Cooperation

The Feney Area
As previously noted, 9th Eonberdaent Division scopersbed in the
esseult upon Brest in Septomber 1844. It likewise engeged in air-
' Jround cooperebion at warious poinks on the emstern front curinx this
) sezie pariod, althoush 1% netivitiss of this and other typas were

considersbly curteiled by westher. Thile the abtack on Brest was
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conbinwing, initial blows were dolivered in the general ares of Hancye
Blements of TUSA hed crossod the loselle to the north of Poat a Ifousseon
emd it wos desireble that ¥heir southern flex!: be probected by donying
+t0 the enemy the use of the bridges at Custines and Pompey (north of
¥enoy) over which some of his forces to the west of Nency mipght have
moved Lo tho Poat a llousson area. Accordiagly, on 10 September, 84
.e.ircrafb fron three groups atbneled the bridges end reported probeble
darmege o bobh. On the 10th, asnd azain on the 12+4h, Germen forces in
the Forcot de ls Haye were bombed in sn effort 4o hasten their retreat
eestyord throush Naney itself. Eech of sevon groups was assigned a
deferded aras in the forest on 10 September, and two days later four
groups weroc sent egeinst e total of seven targets, chiefly artillery
positions. Bombing sccuracy vericd consldersbly in these attacks,

end the wooded character of the srea provented eny clesr assessment

of results., Later, on 28 Jeptembir, pert of one group bombed the
Foret de Perroy in cooperstion with the 79th Infentry and 4th Armored
Divisions. The etback hed been scheduled but sabendoned on each of the

threo preceding deys, end on the 28th only 37 plenes of the four groups

assicned were able to complete their uission--with indefinite results.

Metz Atbacks
Cn 11 September 9%h Bombardment Division coopereted with TUSA in
its drive ageinst lotz. In rmorning missions sevon zroups struck at as
reny targets ronging from positions north of Thienville to others
south of Metz., In the aftsrnoon four of tho same groups bombed four

other tergets in the smme region. Thoussnd-pound GPTs snd 500w and

N
H
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1,000~pound SAP's wore dropped in the desipgnnted aress erd inflicted
some demage, althouyh there was no evidence of serious effeet on the

conorobe gun emplacements which constituted the bulk of the targets.

The Jiegfried Line

In connection with VII Corps' sdvence egainst the Siegfried Line
sevon groups of borbers were dispaiched on 12 Septerber armed with
1,000-pound GF snd 1,000-pound SAP bombs. Four abbaclked antitank
barriers, srtillery, snd mechine gun emplecements smd lookouts in the
Schoid erea, ond threo others were sent ageinst like tergsts near
Echbernache At Scheid the bombs of 30 of the 112 aircrait abtbacking
fell in the target srea; while at Schternach, where 54 planes attacked
out of 110 dispstched, reports wore indefinite. TLeter, at TUSA's
regquest, points in the Slegfried Line west of Zweibruclten were singled
out for experimentel borbiny by 9th Bombardment Division. However,
missions scheduled for the 16th, 1Tth, and 18tk were not carried
throush, end on the 28th only 12 alreraft of the two groups dispatched
dropped their 280-pound GF bembse The results of this bombing were

undetermined.

Letion in the British Sector
Cn two occesions JOth Bombardment Division scted on the Britishe
Cangdien front. In the first instence Germen communicsations with their
positions north of the Scheoldd esbusry were the objeotives. Here a
visduet near Bath on the isthmus oomnecting Zuid Beveland with the
rmainland wes the terget for 77 bombers from three groups on 16 September.
They inflicted sovere damepge snd left the viaduot unservicesble. A

seeond target on the seme doy wes the embenlment et Arnemuiden associmted

L - . ik
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with the span commecting walcheren with Zuld Beveland. The attack
here, delivered by 73 plemes from two greups, scored hits on trecks,
onr the highway, end on the embanlment itself., Later, on 30 September,
the bridze ovor the lNeder Rijn at Arrhem wes borbed for the first
time in an effort to deny its use to the enemy sfter the lst British
Adrborne Division bad withdrewn to the south bsuk. The 23 tons of
1,000~pound GP bembs dropped by the 14 airoraft of the group which

had been dispabched did not demege the structure.

Teaflet Missiona

In en effort to urdermine enemy morale, l4 lesflet-dropping
nissions wers flowa duriny the month with from four to eight airerefd
perticlipating in each. Aireroft of = single mission were often
assigned a very considereble aree. For exemple, Ostend, Dunkirk,
Celais, Boulogne, Le Bavre, Brest, Crozon, Lorient, St. Mezeire, end
Arres wero essizned to eight plemes of 49lst Bombardment Group om 5
“gptember. Pathfinder plencs wore almost exclusively employed for

these besks aftor 10 September.

Tests of the A~26

It should be observed that, boginainz with 6 September, service
tests of A~26 aircraft were cerried on es n first step in their intro-
duction as stenderd equipment for 9th Bombardment Division. BEight
nediwm~cltitude missions were flown, In the course of which no enemy
eireraft were encountered smd mo strafing was ettempted. The September
tests were considered preliminary, and more extensive snd thorouzh ones
were planned, with an A-20 group re-equipped with A=-26's snd flying on

17
missions assigned to units equipped with A=20 and B-28 type aireraft.
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Summary
Including its activitles against reil targets, which will be

- trested in comection with the intordictlon program, 9th Bombardment
Division a3 & whole opereted on & botal of 21 days durinpg September,
althoush the operationsl deys of individusl zroups ran at the lower
lovel of 9 to 14 days. A tobel of 5,390 aircraflt were dispatched, of
which 5,103 becoms sorties end 3,349 sttackod. Movements to new fields,
plus the foul waesther of a Huropean fall, were the main ceages of this
decline. Lator it was debermined thet in the course of 40 deys prior
to 25 Qetober, 25 per cent of the missions sont out hed no eppreciable

. weether d4ifficulties. EBubt on the other hand, 25 per cent of such
missions were conpletely sbortive, while another 50 per cent hed the
attacks ou their primery targets reduced in strength by from 20 to
80 per cent because of asdverse westher conditions. The number of

. plares dispetehsd was 59 per cent of the August figures end the number
of those etitacking, 62 per cent., Twelve sireraft were lost with 101
porsonnel casusltiess A bobrl of 5,591.126 tons of boxbs was dropped
which snounted to 63 per oent of the fLugust totals Bombing accuracy
deteriorated in sore messure, due partially to the decreasing
percentage of bomber crews which possessed extensive mission

18
experienceo.
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Chaptor V1I

A No INTERDICIION FROGRAL, SEFTEABIR TO NOVIIIBIR 1944

Genesis of the Plan

Frelimiverios

A nevw progran of raill intordiotion desigred to isolete the
bettlefiold west of the Rhine took iorm in the course of Septezber
and eerly Octobsr 1944. Its inception 1s found in & request on 8
Sepberber thot Twelfth Aruy Group meke an exception to esteblished
rules exd cub reils to prevent enomy movement imbo the Siegfried Line.
A dey 1gter the Army proposed e list of scams 19 lines which, if out,
would produge the desired resulb; snd on 10 September Advenced Hesd-
guarters inth Adr Foree issued orders assigning soven strotches of
line to IX TAC end sevon more to XIX TAC in the initiel versiom of
the new prozrame ALl 14 lines lay west of the Rhine snd north of the
rail crossings of thet rives sbreest of Kerlsruhes The taoctioesl air
comuands vere directed to evbacl: these tergets enmd teo persist in such
acsanlts so thet the lires mizht be kept continuocusly inmabilized.l

(n 12 Septerber o new fesbure of the rrogrew sppeered whenm six
rudil lines, looeted east of the Rhine sxd converging on the river's
erossings et Eerloruhe, Restebb, end Stresbeurg, sgpeared smeng the
eight pow lines sssipgped 3 targete of JATE TAC. Two days leter five
othor tergets of like churroter wore given to XIX TAC, together with
‘wio othors west of the river, snd s substitublon was mede in the

2
original seven lines sgsigned to IN TAC, The list of lines to he

L6
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- #jotenich ['=17lh ~ Euskirchen TF-3229
whrdory L3308 - Dumpelfeld F-4205
ilpun L-3676 ~ lmyon 1-8292
~sengerchr L-42E3 - ' Foblenz I-8023
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cut, as published on 14 Septexmber, wss to remain in force until the

28th.

The Frogren of 14 Sepbember 1044

Tke prozrex of 14 Eepterber provided for rail-cutting opersiions
by Fighter~beorbers of IX LAC against seven lines exbending westwerd
from Rhine orossings st Dusseldori, Foln, Demagen, exd Ioblenz, To
XIX TAC wore assimnsd 11 lines running west fromelhine ecussings eb
Bingen, Meinz, Vorms, Ludwipgshkefon, Spesyer, Germersheim, end Terlsruhe,
erd enother 11 1ines east of the river lesdiny to the rail centers st
Herlsrube, Pastabt, and Stresbourg. . The full list of cubs as

detormired on 14 Septexber vies es follows:

INTERDICYICH FROGRAY &5 CF 14 SEFTEUBIR 1944

l‘fotegmms vwhich appescred on the initiel lists of 10 Septerber sre
bl merked s, 0rid reforences are %o fmy/;"ir neps 1:2580,000,.

E

"IX TAC (west of Thine Iiver)

¥Julich F=0368 = fneln F«-0387
*Julich F=0359 « Duron I=1148
#Tgehwocliler K-3647 - Euskirchen P=-Z22¢

XIX PAC (west of Ehine River)

slermeskell 1-4120 - Simmern 1=-86b4&
*Teinbocen L-6312 < Bad Freuznmsch  M-0835

=Altenglen L-8003 - Leuberecken L-8917
*Lendstuhl G~8390 ~ Felsersleutern k-0194
¥Zweitrucken (-TB72 ~ PFirmaseuns YNerd Q~5074

*Leniaw E=-2868 - Scheidt L=2551
Mepersireln  K-4869 « Junction R~40569
Koisersleuterr, B=0355 [eustadd B~3082
Hinterwalidenthel :~0187 - Landeu R~2766
Firnecens llord 4-8074 - Helsersloubern 0063
Gemersheinr 3~486%9 -~  Worth E=3O50

M
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%I1X ©a0 (eect of Ehine River)

Durlmch  R=E04E8 =~ Grsben R=5463
Durlech R=80486 =~ Bruchsal R-5358
Durlach R-3048 - Plorzheim R-7033
Tttlingen R-4839 - FPforzhedm R-7033
Porbech R-4510 - Hlosferrelcherbech W-E082
Gegenbech W-2278 - Housceh =3364
Eorlsruche R=4648 - Tomgrsben R-5581
Crotzingen R-E445 ~ Brotten R-6940
Restatt RmZE23 Freudenstedt W-E688
Offerburg . -1€38% I'nzlach l=2668
Gfferbury T-16E6 Lahy W=0ET2

1

Davelorment of the Prograr o § Cobober 1844

In the pericd during which the directive of 14 September was in
wigoer, the importsnce of “he interdletion program ves stregsed in two
ordors, those of 21 and 205 Septexber. The first celled for eccent on
the plenm for reil interdiction since the eneny was tramsporting lerze
guentities of equipncnt rd porsonnel to the bettle eres by reil.

Ine second provided thebt the teotiezl eir corrands sisuld corcerntrste
on reil eubbinr end consider such operetions their first priority.3

Further ccnsideretion of the interdiction prozrer by Twelfth
drmy Group ond Uinth Adr Force resvited in its rovision end elalio-
ratlon between EZ6 Copterber snd 8 CGotober. The revision involved
chenges in tke lines to Goe abitscked and in the distribution of the
now lincs betwecr the four tesetiesl eoir commerds (IX, XIX, XXIX,snd
X¥II) opornting on the Amoricen fromt ot this Hiwe. The elehoretion
off the progrer involved the addibion %o the revised lises for attsck
of enother series lying forilicr To the eest. Inhe first was styled
the inner lize of interdiection, the second the oubir line of iantor-
diections. Cubs slen The oater lire vould rcinfcrce the disloceting

affests of those made upon the imer lime. Ey vay of further

SO —
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cleboretion the Minth Alr Force requested theb 24 TAP (RAF) be sllobted
the tack of keeping cubs cn northora cxtensions of both the inuer znd
“ the outer lines, to render tThe interdiction prozrma more ccuplete in
respect to communicetions lecdins to the entire battle ares. O 29
Gsptember, wien thoe outer line first sppesred in orders, the points
gpecified for atteck lay beyond the oxistlun teotlcel ares, and there-
fore c¢lesrsnco by Bintn Lir Force Ieedquarters wos reguired befcreo
missions ageinst the- could be flovm. This situstion was ramedied by
the eastwerd ontonsion of the tacticsal area's boundsries on 1 Qcbober.
Therealter the ouber line wes fully st the disnosal of the Hinth Adr
. Forez for rail-cutting operctions.
The changes deseribed in the precedins paregraph were effecked
by a serles of orders rnd nesseses. As e result, the pregram in wogue

on 3 Cotchor ves as followo:

T s am YT SR e

Tnner Line of Interdiction

IX .G

Beal I-0772 - Juncition FP-0883

Julich I'=0359 fmeln F=0867

Duren F-1380 Llsdord DI=175%8

Duren F«~1350 =~ Junchtion F-2787
Nervenich F-2346 ~ Junction ©=-2855
Buskirchen F-8529 ~ Liblar FT-3645
Buskircken F-4529 - Stadtreskenheinm P~40835

KXIX TLC
‘ Dorsel L-8398 - Junction F-5518
Doun L3578 - lleyen L-6392

I¥ TAC

wénserohr L-4208 = XKoblenz 1-8998
Herneskelil 1-4120 =~ Sizmern L-8554

S—————
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Kohfoldun L~F6LO - Sobermheim  L=0432
Howbury Q=7180 - Leutersckon  L-8917

Homburgg (=7180 Ieiserslautern R~0194
Thaelecehweiler 0=-85014 -~ Xeiserslsutarn R-D194

Londeau R=Z2858 - leustedt R=2884

Londean R~-2868 - Speyer R=5181
XIT TAD

Greben R=5563 =~ Tockenheim Re=HS80

Bruchsol R«6362 =~ nuldorl R=687C
Brotten R=714? =~ EIprinsen E~BG61
Junction R=-8140 -~ Beitigheim $5-0341
FPforzhein E~T133 = Cealw R~T7114

Froudenstadt 1.-5086 - Butinzon W=7587
Junction 1-3485 - Villinghon 1~B540
Troibury W=0933 - Ioustadb 1~3824

Quter Tine of Intsrdiction

IX 30

Hearan B=-DBE&4 « Neubaginum B-2057
Soast B=263)1 = Lippstadt B~4242
Soesk B=-2631 -~ Belecke E-4222
Junction B~3205 - HNubttlar B-4508

T TAC
Junction G-3869 - Allendorf G-8570
Junetion C-5858 -~ Juustion  G-7383
Stauferbury #-8230 - Colbe G-7451
Junotion G3-0226 - Xoder CGemunden G-9333

ZIL TAC

Stockhein F-3183 - Lsuterbsch H«1727

Gelnhausen <0378 = BSchluchtern N=2798
Aschefrerbury =-0263 = Lohr H=3256
wertheim E=-2251 - Lohr L3256

Konigskhofen E=-4407 = Heidingsfeld N¥-5952
Fonlgshofen H=-4407 = uelkershelm ¥H-5700
Hall 8=4658 =~ Crailshein 3~7082
Sc¢horndorf 5=-3385 = Aslen S=T529
Plochingen S=-2414 -~ Geislingen S§-5606
Eeilbronn 5-0762 -~ Junction 5-0672

N
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Thus, uwnder the arrangements in effeot on 8 Cetober the inner lize
wes meds up of 25 lines of which 17 lay west of the Bhine and eight
- oest of the river; vwhile the cubter line was composed of 18 selected
lines, rangla; from Femn iIn the north to Geislingen in the south, all of
which wers over 45 miles east of the Rhine. Although targets different
from those of 14 Sepbanber were selected to compose the inner line of
8 Qctober, the same reil camunicetions were affected in both ceses.
Generally specxing, all towns snd especially the wmore populous termind
of the listed sections wore to bo mvoided becsuse of f£lske The
sections wors made as long &s possible to offer o wide selection of
. points of cbteek, and multiple cuts on a single section were desired
for meximum effest, even thoupgh it was held thet a single cubt on each
of the desiznsated sections would produce the result desired. By orders
of § Coctober, cuts end their meintenecnce were accorded first priority
. since, &3 in the case of the esrlier inberdiction progrer, the success
of this plen depended upon the effectiveness of nuvcrous cubs ab any

given moment.

Addition of Hrid-es to Interdieticn Tarsets

Cn 7 Cetober previous instruehieons were cmnceled emd all bridzes
on the U. 8. front exeept those over the khine were opened for sttack,
with first priority sccorded to those included in the rail sections
essigned for ocutibing or to those vhose destruction would duplicate the

’ offeats of reil-oubting opera‘aions.s 0n 9 Cotober enm initial list of
10 bridges ms jiven to the tecbical air commends, snd other individual

8
sbructures eppesr in the operstional orders of latsr detes. Laber

'-..-E....'.hl---i'
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(17 Cotober) ell Rhine rell and road bridges were olesred for atbeck,

rnd on 18 Cotober Twelfth srmy Group reguested thet the signifisant
battle ares be isoleted by the cubtting of 17 listed rail bridges over
the Issol, the Rhipe, snd the loselle. If the Hinth could nobh abback
the Ehlire bridges north of Xoln, it wes supsested that heevy bombers
be requested. Firat priority was for the roment scecorded thls progrem
sven if the diversion of fighter-bombers from eir-ground cooperstion
sihould b2 necessery. In case the specified bridges could not be
ehtacked, it was requested thet the Ninth Air Poree eut sufficient
rail bridges on the inmer line of interdiction to asccomplish the seme
resul‘b.? The irporteuce of the interdietion prograr was thus stressed
end sn edded wesns of carrying it inbo effect wes provided. On 19
sbober the operebional order issued by Advenced Heedquarters Ninth
fir Force nreseribed thebt for #ll tecticel eir commands reil cubting
on. the ilmmer line of interdietion should have first priority and
bridge cutting on the outer line second priority, and that these two

8
prozrans should towe priority over all other commitwments.

The Problem Defined

Certain facts must constantly be borne in mind im considering the
dovelopment of the inbordiction progren end its execution in Sephember
end the nionbhs which immedlistely followned. Tull suceess could be
achieved only if ell vitel lines were cut end kept cut. In view of
the extreordinsrily conplex nexms of lines in the Germen railwesy
system, en intense snd susbeained effort wes required. This wes the

more neccessary becauss of the enemy's femillierity epd skill in making

M
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uss of his tremsporbtetion sysbem, ond beosuse of his provision of an
oloborste exd efficient syshtem for effesting needed repeirs. It
cppesrs that on occeesion he wes mble to rasbors, in e meatber of hours,
treffic ovor & line which hel been cut. (m the other hemd, it wes
later lezrned thet considereble demare wrs done to the rails themselves
by the inpsct of EQessliber projeatiles used in strafing rolling stock.
Constant vigilenes wos required of trsol welkers in this cornestion,
for while the injury michi sppear supsrficiel it was of & nsture which
might cause the svontusl collepse of & rail snd the consequent dersil-
nent of a trein.

Furthorrore, & full knowledze of the existiny situation on the
terget scetions wes, es previously in France, en essentinl to effective
plemning of interdietion operutions. Sueh Imowledze was not availsble
in the fall ronths of 184d. FPilot's reporis vore helpful, bub
frequent cheok-ups by serial reconnsnissance were o regquisibe, Tisual
reconnelssence ves limited by meny of the feetors which lessened the
value of pilobts? reports. Fhoto reconnsissance was therefore of
poculier velus. Bub westher, in the shage of the all~toownrevalent
clouds end ground heze, reduced the smounb ord velue of photographic
evidence, just a3 it limited the amount snd effectivensss of conbat
operations. Fhoto reoonnnissence wes further lirited by the fact that
on jood days photogreghic units hed tesks of extreme wrgency to mccome
plish for the ground forces as well as for the sir. Under such
cirewnstances the operstionel direction of the interdiotion progremn
wes beset by meny difficulties, end the historisn's endeevor %o narrcte

its course cmd sypreise its results 1s ettended by as momy more.

———
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Jecordinzly, in the treatrent of interdiction we must be content with
semplinz, with the description of e veriety of missions, snd with
“ givinz sn indicetion of whet could be done when full-scele operstions

rere possible on o single day or on several consecubive deys.

Interdiction Effort by IX TAD

Septembar fetivities

In the carly deys of feptenber, vwhen the interdietion prozrum wes
tokiny form, IX TiC achieved considereble success eopainst rollinz stock
on reils eost of the beitle sres, es e feow oxamples will indiente. On
the Bth three sgasdrons of 404th FR Group cbtecked e heavy concentration
in 8 uershellins yard northeest of Koln end destroyed siz locomotives
end 20 carse A rallway cenber at Julich wes hit the next day by a
single squedron of the seme group vhich cleimed 21 locomobives end 10
tenk caprs desbroyed. Om the Oth, likewise, ons squadren of 365th F3

. Group strafed six trains snd bosbed snother in the Bonn-Aschen-Foln
eren, snobther reported five locomotives destroyed, end & third claimed
eizht destroyed neer Trier. A squedron from the seme group blosted a
d0-car smnunition trzin west of Kolmn and struck three trsins soath of
Duskirchen on the 1lth, vhile ¢ squadron of 368th FB Group stbasked
five others on the lire Scheld-Sotenich~Lissendorf.. Cn the l4th w
squadron of 474th FB Group spotted 10 locomotives pullins cers lozded
with troope end equipment in the Lschweiler-Erkelenz eres and cleimed
' the deatrustion of mnire loccnetives. It should be cboserved that the
only reil tarpets acsisgned for ebtack in these missions wore the two

marshelling yerds. The olthors were selected by the leaders of

L R
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formetions whose priority assicumont wss ermed resonnaissence, alr-ground
cooperabion, or--as in ons instence--lesflet dropping. Throughout the
“ morth similer ecbions egeinst rollingy stosk built up the eltogether
credibeble tobel of 321 losomotives snd 1,321 eers claimed destroyed.
IX TAC mountsd a comprehensive rall-cuttinz effort on 10 Seplember,
the vory dey that the first list of rail inberdiction sestions sppesred.
Two sreas end five lines ware listed for abieck. Inecluded in the lstier
wars fivs of thr progrem's sections snd another whieh did net fizure in
its listinzs. One line was to bo sttscked by two squsdroms, while esch
of the others, together with ecch of -the two vresr, wus assigned %o a
. single sguedrone An additionsl squedron ves bo provide tep cover cn
one missione Thus e totol of nine squedrons (102 clreraft), #11 frem
404tk Group, war to be digpertehed.
Iultiple oubc were mede on the sections Wenpgerolwr-Iloblenz erd
. Sotenich~Cuskirchen, bobth of vhich asppeured on the 10 Septenmbor list.
Tive others vore seatbored over e wide cres. Rolling stock had offered
cttrective targets, snd 24 locomotives ind 120 csrs figure emong the
tobel cleims; but it is obvious that if interdiction were to be
effective, oflorts likeo thaelt of 10 Sepltusbor would have to be nedo
slumost daily. Cthwr commitments end westher did not ellow this in the
days vhich Irmediabtely folloved.
Teverthcless, sn sxumple of sucteined inberdiction sffert on the
rert of IX TAC is found in the nine-dry poricd 21 to 29 Sepberber.
‘ Seven of thesu days were operationsl, snd on essh of them one or mors

missions were flown with rail tergets ss their specisl objectives.
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Tho tobel of such aisslons was 14, end oll sove one were of jroup
strength. Their targets renged from tho Verle crec in the north %o
the leselle River in the south., Ruil cubting wes clecxrly their
priority acsisament, clthouzh secouats of abtecks on rolling stoex
figure in their reports.

Corcervativo claims of cubs indierte thet thelr nuaber end
frequency clows sexe lines were gufficient to constitute a formidsble
treffic chstocle. 3Such c¢bstercles were probalily esteblished by the
woderete concenbretion of cuts on lines extendirng to the northeeost
snd scutheact of Venlo, clong these comnesting Fheydt with Goermond,
end on those in the Immedicse vicdniby of Julich, Ferther to the south
similer cffocts vere preduced by like concenbrebions hetween Dumpelfeld
end Remezen, end on the line wWengerchr-Loblenz. Lueh riore considersbls
resulis ocourred ln the ralil complex within e 20-mile sre west of ioln
vhere the concentrebion sud ke freogquency of cubs were by ell odds the
heeviests The line rumins west to Durem and the north-south lines
batwoen Dedburg end Zulpich wers hard hit, os wero those extending
Erom Euskirchen north foverds Yoln snd southonst towsrds Reichenbroh.
Cuts, some of them raltiple, were veported &t some 70 specificd points
during theae sevon deys of oreraticns, with others listed in goenersl
torzs, It is of intercst to observe thnt of ths seven secbions
essisred to IX TAC wder the flermel progrum, only ocae-<lggerchr-
Hoblenz--es considersbly cffected.

Duarin- cepberber o fow cubs were wade by IX TAC on lines ecsb of
the Rhirxe. Four group=strentth missions were dispatehed to this region,

but vesther prevented one from firnding its tergets. A mission on the
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22d reported six cubs on the lire esst of Dillerburg axd six zorc on

roils west of larburg. Cn the 27th, when o missions were f{lown,
“ several cuts vere scored on the rolls cist of Linburg snd on those

neur swullncoroth, vhers o bridge ves slse destroyeds. Sinee the

o]
abtacks could not be contirued, the densagze wust ve reted as incidenbel.

Cobohor Activitios

In spite of ibs jenerzlly reduced scerle of opersticns in Cetober,
I TAC systemetieslly pursucd the interdiction progrem. On 156 duys
it sent missions to cut reils west of the Rhine (Green System) end on
eizht egalnst those esst of the river (Red Systew). Dach mission
regerted cuts renging fros two to 17, with & total of 217 cleimed during
the month on these urd other missions. By no reans oll of these were on
the sections sivgled cubt for Interdictioa clteok.
s micsions were usuelly of proup strensbhe. On eipght days two
. such missicons were dispatohed ezainst the Groen Systen and on three
doys the swme woelpht of rblrck wos delivered egeinst the Red reils.,
Cn the last two operetional doys of the month a purticulerly notsable
effort wes mede vhen on the 25th six ;proup-strensth missions end one
of sjuedron stramgth were dispabehed, end on the 2%th nire of group
strerngth. OCp both deys, particularly on 29 October, the sttacks wers
coreentrated on lines wost of tho Ithine, with priority given to bridges.
In view of their cecidedly unusual weizht, the sbtacks of £8 and

‘ 29 Qoteber ere worthy of ennlysis. A totel of 534 eircraft was dis-

patched~-2%1 on the Lirst end 303 on the second deye. Five bridges were
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cloimed destroyed, four on the line Ahrdorf to Hemesen smd ore between
Yorvenich eund licdreth, west of ¥olr., Damege in veryinz degrees was done
“ to three other bridges on the Norvenich-iicdrath secticn, snd to five in
that froem Lhrdorf to Remagen. Cuts wers mede et 11 specified points on
the 23th ond at 18 on the Z0th, with concentretions in the aress just
west of foln end east of Luskirchen erd on the rails from Ahrdorf to
Remogens A single group of P-38!'s struck et lines ecst of the Thine
rnd effueted oubs in threo places iua the Rotenburz-FPaderborn srea.
Vienther prevented only ono jproup fror sbiscking reils,
The srall size of the bridge targets belps to explain why they so
. eften escered destruction; end it should ke remembered that when they
gseered injury, darcepe to their epprosches and to rails in their
irmediete vieinity wes considertble. lloreover, it is clesr thet as the
result of hesvy atlrcks on bthese two duys the 1lines Remsgen-fhrdorf,
. Fodroath-Torvenich, ond Bedburgz-Duren were put oub of cormission, st
losst terporerily, by rell cuts and by the desbruction of swsll bridges.
Cn the other hend, it is evident thet success on such o scele wes not
regulerly schieved, either besiuse effort could not be so concombreted
p5 on 26 exd 25 Cobtober, or becsuso of sdverse weather. The stteoks of
these two days indicete whet could be donc when ciromsterces were

10
fevorchle.

Yoverber fotivities

‘ In Iovizmber IX TAC's inbterdiction operstions were on g limited
gesle, partly beesuse of the dencrds of the jAmerican drive towards Heln,

but to # greeter depree becsuse of continued sdverss westher. Heny

-,
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planned nissions wore canceled, while otheors which were dispatched
wore prevonted from carryiny out their essirmed tesks. Iowever,
betweer 3 sxd 11 llovembsr, 12 misasions stiecked rail bargebs os did
sixz others bebween 18 snd 26 Joverbor. O these six, all of group
strength, boarbed ot peinks cast of the Ehine. Thoy struek the
wershelling yard et Dillenbury (26 Novesber), cleimed tho destruction
of bridzes near Elseffthsl (18 lovenber) end ¥redeburp (19 Noverber),
erd reported & few widely separated rsil cuts, nore of' which were on
gsectiors listed in the formel prozrem.

The recaining 13 —iscions struek st rail terpubs west of the
Ehinee lost of theso were in group strength end hed rail targets
specificrlly assipneds. They hit rellwey conters vesr Euskirchen snd
Jechernich exd partielly blocked = tumnel neer shrweiler (3 November),
while two bridjes mepr Horres wero clsimed destroyed (11 Yoverber).
Reil euts, larpely elffected in the period 3 to 11 Lovember, were con-
ecntpated on lines bebween (0ln end Aschen znd ugon rolls to the east
end west of Euskirchen. Sush consentrstion, kteecsuss of the aress
struck ard the timinyz of the striles, mey heve had some effect upon
the enemy's trensportstion. It cannot be ruted es sipgnificent,
hovover, since the totel of cuts claimed for the cntirs month was

11
oaly T0.

Inberdiction Effort by XIX TAC

Septerber fotivities

XTX TAC hit rail tergets asgsceisted with interdiction on meny of
its Septentcr missiops. The targets of any deyts operstions were

varied end emphesis shifted from one type of terpel to snothler es
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opportunity offered. WNo sweepin Jeneralizations ere possible, bub
examples vill serve to indiceis the cherescter of the work esccoemplished.
~ Cn 13 Seplesber, es the interdictlon program was being ineugurated,
405th Group dispebohed a tobal of 63 sircraft on five armed recon-
naisserce nlssions, each of approximstely squadron strengthi. These
misgions attecked rail tergets in penersl. Three of them reported
cutting reils in the vieinity of 5t. bie, Colrer, snd Nokfelden in the
sourse of abtbacks which renmsed from Nohfelden in the north to lulhsusen
in the gouth. Cnly the cubs nvur Wohfelden stocd in immediste reletion-
ship to the formel progreme Mershelling yerds were spsciel objectives
. chosen by each mlssion, end those ot It. Die, Hochern, Zwelbrucken,
kombury, Colmer, snd liohfelden were boxbed. is the result of berbing
snd strafing e total of 28 locomotives wure clsimed destroyed in the
yards or in attscks upon individual treins, end other rolling stock vus
. destroyed or dewnosed. On the 224 the sere zroup sent out three
sguadron-strength missions, with rolling stocl: eerrerked for speoisl
ebtentions They opereted alonz the lines Sssrburz-Zebern~-Brumeth and
Sesyzoeund-lesenan with censpleouous success, s evidenced by their
total cleims of some 10 locomotives and 103 railvay cars destroyed.
In srmunition trein, one mede up of 30 oil rordolas, ond enother whose
20 cers vere frelighted with tenks were emons the targmobs sthecked. Mo
cubs were regported exmcept thosze in the vieinity of Bruncth exd st Zoberng
nor 4o cuts eppesr conspieucusly in eny reports unbil the elesing deys
. of the month, althcugh missions egeinst rail targets were flown on st

leoerst » dozen deys in Sepbember.
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Then & siznificent oxsmplo of reil cutbing activity on the part
of XIX TAC sircraft is fourd in the operstiors by two of ibts sroups
durine the three days 27 to 29 September. Durins thot period 406th
Creouy dispatehed 13 misslons vwhich abbtecked reil interdiction tergebs,
end 3624 Croup dispatched 16+ All wore of approximstely squadron
strensth (12 to 16 eireraft) axd involved o tolel of 403 plenss. A
prerd tobsl of 59 cubts wes reported~-21 by 400th end 38 by 36234 FB
Groups. Their distributicn Is of inbterest. Thirtecn were on lines
specified Pfor roil cubbing in the formel prejram, and six others were
slosely associcted with suech lines. A sinngle cub was on the line
Deur-liryen. Four ley alonr the line Vengorchr-Foblenz with ancther
Just west of wenzerohre Two were mede on the Hermeskell-Simmern line,
end four on thet bebween Albenglan end Lewborechen, with three others
south of [Jtennlsm. Tvo cubts were sffected between Landstuhl end
Taisersleutern, with two others just west of Lendstuhl.

o cuts were atbempted sast of the Rhine and more thon tvo=thirds
of those mnde lay west of the western termini of the listed inber~
diection sectiors. Howewver, the more noteable congentrations ware
directly releted to¢ vibel reils over which the enemy rositions east
of Luzxembourpy end in Alsace recelved reinforcenents end supplies.

The lino prrslliel to 1h: Luzcemboury froantier betweon Lissendorf and
Trier wos cut in three plreos, Lires within e Z0-xile are from
8rerbracken, ineludins Scorlauborn, Gbtwoiler, Mounkirchen, smd
wolbrucken, were cut in 13 placos. Those betwsen Bitsch znd Hercnsu
ord betwoen Esergonund and Hajeneu were esch severed la three pleces,

Ligpt oubs were nale on the rails connesting Sasrburg with Eruneth,
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end four on lines leadinz to lutziy from St. Die oa the west end
fenlatbatadt on the scuth. As o reoult of thege ocuttinrs on throo
days of rmorc thron ordluery luberdlotion opercbions agnlast vitel linmes,
¢ gomsidersble volume of the trefiiec Lrou the Zhine crossinzs between
Yoblenz oxd Strouhour; to the bettle eree cs nt lesst temporarily
arffeobud.

Otner reculbs scerucd from ebtacks oa rolliaz stock and rail
feeilitics in the course of those seme rigsions whieh furbiier increased
the cnomy's problems of supply and copmualeelions. 34 tobal of 44
locomobives were cleiied destroyed in the thrae doys' cperabions. TYhe
Prd Zrcugnoch mershellin: yexd wos nit by 22 x B-pound GF bombs
dropged by 3024 Group on the 20the These coused tn soounlilion end tork
enr train of %0 cers %o bLlow up, wroducln: grosd firss in adjacent
worchousos and & hervy explesicn sfber the planes had lelt the tsrgot.
A squadron of 408th froup on the 27Tkh strsfed on srownltion Srain west
of Znrentu. One plane wnas destroyed by the rosulting blast, snd other
sxplosions~~appsrently from en srmumition dump--wrere observad over a

12
Pive-milo erceo,

Cxtoker ‘obivities

-

In Ootobor XIX T{C conbributed to the inberdletion prozrsm by
ecutbing rcils, destroying bridgss, snl atbueking rersballing yerds,
It vus & wonkl of restrictzd operctions in Joneral, cod these sgainst
reilvey bargubs wero no excepblon to the ruls.

The "Opruogs™ for tho period disclosc the frot that two of XIX

Ti0ts rroups--534dth exd 3824--possossed a virtuwl monopoly of reil

£ o '
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cuttln: durinz the monkh. A& few cubls were mede by $82d Group onst of
the Lhine, sud a dozon or more inm the swme orec vere speoified by
354th Groupe They wero ssetbored from the iesbeden end Frawcfurt
aret in She west to Ferlstrét erd urcburyz in the east, Ieither thelr
awaber nor their concenbrobion was surficient bo produse eny marked
effaet upen the Gerrnen trenszortetion syoten.

A aroator nuwber of cissions which hed reil cubs as e festure were
flcwa west of the Rhipe. In their reports the sbtereotyped phrese "scue
Z;ail_s_7 probobly dsstroyed, many damesed" sppears Lime and sgein end
sugresis considerskle, elbthouzh indefinite, rosuliSs. i cherting of
suts for wialeh grid coordinsbes cre plven indiestes that & fow wore
offscted in the sren eest of lobte txd in the viciwity ol Sasrburg.
Obhers bonmbporerily broks the lines lesdins Inbo Yeiserslawftern fror the
west end those uxterdie orstward frem that cember in the direstion of
Dod HErsupnmeoh, Lorno, sed Joustadb. Some interrupbed traeffic on the
rails lesdin; soabhenst fron Irier, but the wost conspicuous cone
conbration wes em the lines Trisr~loblenz, vhere the rolationship of
the oubs bo the forzmel prozran wes most in ovidences In other
instorees sueh relationship iz difficult to discover, although the
lines atteoked were olesrly serving the battle fromt. Four tuanels
wore nit in the course of thess operations with results claimed zood.

Pridzes were subjected to atbask by virious Jroups. 3Beczuse of
thelr loontion over vwater or in vulleys these tergets wore often hidden
by mist or cloud, and nuzerous missicus wers forced to seek other

cbjectives. ‘hen shbacks were dslivered the bridge structures on

N
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cccasion escaped injury, bub offective results were ckbained on
epproachos exd rails near-by. In spite of such disappoiatments, how-
ovor, come delinito rcsults were obbalned on bridzes in the Sasr srea.
At Hermeskeil 13 plenec of 3624 Oroup imocked ouat o bridge on the 1&th.
On the 2Sth » struchturs neer Jeiserslmutern wes destroyed by three
direet hits wado by 1,000-pound GP boxbs dropped from 43 plares of
353th Groups. Cn the nexb day 8 sireraft from 3524 Croup damsged the
structure et Fochspoyer (east of Yeiserslautern), snd 45 plenes from
the same proup destroyed thet st FPlrmaesens, together with a locomotive
end 18 cers which were crossing the bridze ot the time the abbsck was
node. In Alseose elemsnts of 405th Group borbed e bridge north of
Hegensu on the 26%tk, 28th, and 28th mnd destroyed one spsn, vwhile on
the Z8th two other bridzes werc hit. At Falbenhausen (neer Eegeneu)
405th Group left the bridgze unservicsable efter two squadrons attecked,
vinile 32 pireraft of 406th Group sceched the Schlebtstadt (Selestet)
bridce north of Colmer.

Rellway cenbors snd marshalling yerds appear to heve besn favorite
Hargets in Cobobor wheun ovor 25 were atbecked either as desizneted
ovjectives, or more often, es objesbives selected by the lesders of
olenents on wrmed recommnlssence end other missions, On the two days
14 erd 15 Qoboboer squadrons from 405th Grouy struck six esast of the
Rnire--oxme couthesst of llalnz, to in the Heidolber; ares, one ot
Forboch, erd othors north of Lohr snd east of Stutigart. In Alsace
five wero beombed in squadron=-strensth ettecks--Saergenund by 3624
Groap (2 Cctober), iriechingen by the 358th (2 October), Searunion by

the 3628 (20 October), and Ingeweiler end Fimffenhofen by the 353th
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(26 October). The remaining tarzets of this type lay within the Sear
eroa, Lere the more significent yerds ettscked were Simmern (2, &,
13 Qotober), Searbrucken (2 October), St. vendel (3, 13 Cotober),
Lendau (6 Ootober), Hermeskell (13 Cetober), three rail yards east of
Bed Kreuznech (14 Cctober), and Speyer (28 Cctober)s OF these attacks
those on Lendau, Keisersleubern, end Speyer were delivered by elements
of 406th, 405th, end 567th Groups respectively; =ll others were msde
by units from 362d Group. The effects of such attacks in damege done
to rails, rolling stock, end facilities were generslly setisfactory.

Traffic emd fecilities on the Rhine=-l"arne canal were hit by 3558th
Group on the Tth end by 3624 Group on the 9th with claims of some 24
berges destroyed, S0 or more damesed, end locks end benks considersbly
demeged. Six khine bearges were claimed destroyed by an atbeck of a
sgquadron from 568th Group on 13 October.

Eolliny steck was often hard hit in the course of interdiction
end other operstions, notsbly on the following occasions. On 3 Ockober
& squedron of 40Gth Group, essigned to operate with xX Corps, was
veotored to two treins south of Trier, hitting both with gmood results;
on the ssme day 1l locomotives were claimed by & squadron of 362d
Group in the course of & reil-cutting mission. Three deys lutar 2
three-sguadron mission of 406th Group Ineluded smony obther reil targets
three trains st Ifeddersheimes On the 13th, when 12 sircraflt of 3624
Group bowbed the mershelliny yard at {irn, they likewise strefed =
20~=cor smrunition btrzin which explcded and burned; ond in the courss
of threo squadron~-sirensth railecubting missions on the next day 354th
Group destroyed four treins, one a 30=cor ermunition trein. Cnee

anain, howasver, the btobtal claims ereinst rollinz stock sre built up

N
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—

*’“'F'—"e-—"' ) 275

13
chiefly fren numercas small claims,.

“ Tovecker fctivities

Over=-e1l oporstions on the part of XIX TAC wers further reluced in

Tovember sxd those relsied to interdietion wero affocted in merked
dogrece Tow missions which hed roil cubs es thoir essigned purpose
wore cerried through. Cubs deseribed by coordinetes ell butﬁ disappasr
fron the records, snd general clsins sre the exception rather than the
rules. lhile abizaks on bridges occesionally figure in the records, no
insteree has been found of any cerried out with nerked success.
Torshalling yerds egela fisure rather prominently omong such reil
. targuts us wers sbtackeds Dest of the Rhine, Cber Rodan (socubheast of
Frankfurt), together with Sumanden apd Sachsenhelx, wesre hit by
squadrons of 405th Group on 25 MNovember. Ixplosions followed the
bonbin; wnd strefin; of the latter two. Cu the 15th 353th Group hit
. the pard st Restabt, esst of the Ruine, and also et nesr-by Laubterbury
on the west berk. On thes saue dey two yards near S5t. Goer, on the
Phine sbovo Foblenz, wire strusk by sn eloxzent of J624 Groupe Ysrds
et Schlichtighelsn, near Sirasbourpg, were attecked by 358th Group on the
156th, end six locomobives, together with 45 cars snd sundry buildings,
wore claimed destroyed. Smother Alsetisn terget was the yard abt Colmar
valeh the seme group struck on the 2lste Five of the remeinins railwey
contera ebbeocked lay within a 20-xile radius of Seorbrucken. A& squadron
. of 3G2d Group dJdustroyed seven armunition ecars st Fargerten orn the 9%h.
The 4C0th Group hit bhe sowo barpeb on the 1%th, together with the yard

ab Szerpomaed, wnd eleimed e totel of 12 leoeconobives destroyed. Fires
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followed the strike st Terzipg by the 3624 Group on 15 November, and
three deys later sn element of the seme zroup clsimed & locemotive and
30 ogrs ot Neunltireken, to which it hsd been vactored. A centor neer
Lebaon was bombed by 3624 Sroup om the 20th. Still in the Saar but
frrther to the esut, the yerds ab Llmmweller wore hit by the cane group
on 12 Hovexbare

Damage to rolling stosk haes boon noted in conuection with atbacks
on murshalling yards. It likewlso appesrs in the cleims reported by
othsr azissions which imelude itoems sueh es the following. Ca 18 Nowverber,
404tk Oroup olaimed 15 lozomotives destroyed by Tapelm bombs snd strafing
rear Vittrinsene O2 this day XIX TAC rean up its hizhest score to date
for destruction of rzilwuy cers, cluiming 456, together with T4
locomotives. In tho course of four squadron~strensth missions on ths
noxt dey, 64th Group claimed 13 locomobives snd eg memy rall outse.
The 354th raported 21 loccmotives destroyod in the Saar eres by two
squedron rissions on the 20th. On the 25%h, 4054h (roup reported =
trein end six locomotives destroyed nesr Upidelbery, while on the
followln: duy 354%h Group clalmed 12 locomobivos snd 10 reil cubs in e

14
Z€l=plenc misslion esct of the Rhinc.

Inberdicbion Iffort by KIX T

Cetobur feotivities

ZITE TAC's Cobober operstions esscointed with the interdietion
progran vere limived by venther vwiich elimineted sll sctivitiss on many
duys end restrioted them on others. Yet inberdiction wes piven ettention
both by nisvioss whileh were assigned that task snd by many others which

zede rails their bargets of opportunity. Meny cubs were effeched, but

s - )
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only those cases vhere they wero reported by reans of coordinates cen
be deelt with here.
~ vost of the Khine ireidental snd sporedic eobion ggolnst reils is
often o be cbserved, bub on & October snd ejnin on the 13th end 14th
there wes » notsble concentration of effort on these tarzots by
missions dispatehed with varied purposes. On the 8th a squadron mission
ol 3734 Group prebebly destroyed e bridge at Dunpelfeld end cub rails
oa eilther sids of that town, while 30 sircroft of 36th FB Groupn effected
some helf dozen cuts in the eres west of Heln. On the 13th ons
2gz=-plene formeotion erd enother of 56 from 36Th FB Group, together with
. cne of 36 aireralt from 3734 Group, mede rails their prineipel tergets;
while severel formetions of 366th FB CGroup deliverod inoidentnl
attrekse [he following dey 3734 Group flew two etbecks of 31 and 34
plenes, respcetively. Concentrztions of cubs om these two deys pub
. several lincs out of action for the t3me being--Drkelens-Fhaeydt,
[blrn-Puren, Duron-Bedburg, Euckirchen~Bruhl, snd [yllburg-Gerolstein.
Cther cubts inberrupiec traffic in the vielnity of Thelmbech, southeast
of Duskirchen. EHore woes an exexple of vhet mizht be done under
proplticus conditlons.
Eridges veest of the Rhime were ofton designeted or selected for
atbecks One ot Lech prd erother on the Luxewbourp fronbier west of
Zehbernoach vere clelned destroyed in eticeks on 7 Cotobsr by squedrons
of 376th erd 360th 'L Oroups, respectively. On the 8th, es alresdy
’ noted, the strusture et Iuzpelfeld was probrbly dectroyed Ly » squadron
of 3734 Group, end a like result vas roportcd on the 15%h Pollowing «

sroup ettack by the seame crgenizztlon. A bridge north of Hemagen was
.
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dostroyed by ¥3 planes of &6th Greup on 19 Colober, and five dirsct hits
seored by the 784 io o group sbbrek lmocked out o bridge reer
Groverbroich on the 28the Tho folloving doy r proup rbteck by the 36tk
loft r ridgu recr Julieh unservicesile but stenmdiug; end 404th's greup-
stronsth obrike ab the siructure resr lorren, wect of Zeoln, registered
direst hits.

On czeccion Fhine brrges vwore attecked by XNIX Tal, es vhen n
qroup end & squudron xrission of §73d Croup stbeck2d on the 6th erd the
11th, euch reporting two destroyed. Cn 11 CGoto2er, 36 alircreft of
36Gth Grovp dousbroyed nine zrd demnged elghb other berges in the icblenz
eree, vhile on the 28th ¢ zroup mission by the 35th in the Dusseldorf-—
Holu region cleimed 18 barges, ove by, ard one sbooner destroyed.

Betrwon G apd 22 Cobober ZYIX TACU dispobeked cight group-strength
missions against reils eest of the Fhine, snotuer group gelecied rells
there e5 its secondery target, and ¢ 24-pleme mission cut reils beth
eest snd west of the river. The opereticns book place on seven
diff'erent deyse. ith the sreeption of one nissicn on the Z0th which
did 1little domege ond wo on the 28th vhieh out rails in the vieinity
of Boegt, on the lipe Jrnsberg-ilerchede, and forther south in the
Signmaringen aree, sll these efforts fell wltiin the period 6 to 17
Cotober. Two lines spreified in the formal inberdiction prozrem were
cut ot Scest-lipnstedt end Colbo-Steufenburss Rails on lines Allendorf-
Grentenburs, cnd Leasphe-Colke, olesely releted to other sectiors in the
progrun, wore likewice severed in the other concenbritions of the

roricd. Emouzh demspe ves done on these lines to heve iaterrupted

i i
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troffic on the sections for s time, but in the sbsence of atiecks in
the letiter portion of the month service was vrobably fully restored and
reintained. It ds of inberest to observe that in the two jroup-streagth

15
missions by 36th Group on the Tth 15 locomotives were claimed destroyed.

tovember Activities

In lovember the combination of bad westher aand the tectical needs
of the groand forces drastiocslly reduced interdiction operstions on the
port of XKIX T/le No such concentrations of cubts on rail lines as were
sffested in Qotober were reporteds In Ffeeb, reports of specified cubs
are few; cnd those wvhich wero cleimed sre so sepsrsted in bime and arewn
88 to be of neplizible value. A bobtal of 98 cubs wes reported for the
monthe Attecks on bridpes continueds In the eres east of the kiine,
one bridze south of Kessel was uestroyed by 36th Group (5 Hovember )} and
enothor southesst of leidelbery by the 404th (9 Noverber). west of the
river the destruction of e bridze near Jrevenbroich was claimed by 48th
FE Group (8 November) end emother neer Jalich by the 36th (19 November).
Other sttecks upon such structures produced less decisive resulss. Such
sttecks os wore delivered on mershslling yerds lack significence in

13
connestion with interdietion.

Interdietion ¥ffort by 9th Bomberdznent Divigion

Septerber Activities=-~"prshollincg Terdg

dJust & roil cuttint on specifisd lines ves the specisl assignment
to IX end XTX Tectical Jir Conuends in comnection with the interdiection

progrem in September, so abtecks on wershelling yords uwarked the

m
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interdiection effort of Gth Borberduent Division jn that peried. The

Furpese of the Lombers wes to irpede reil movemernt from Rhine centers
te Cernen positions frrther to the west, end to restrict the enemy's
eepability to rove ftroops laterslly from ome point to snether along the
{frente I the cffort viere successful it woald foree the eremy to e
grester usc of motor transport, plose added strairs on thet service, end
drain his resbtricted supplies of fusl, In keepin~ with such purpgoses
9th Eorbrrdment Division ettcoked 11 differont mershelling yards in the
course of the month, in the expechnation of blocking traffic end of
destroying facilities, tozether with such supplies and ilitery persone
nel as might be fourd in the storcze or tronsshipment areas sszocisted
with the yards or locubed on their orowded sidinys. Only ome of these
terzets (Binjen) lsy on the Fhine itself--the others were situsted in
relatively close proximity te the bettlefrent betwesn fochen snd Trior,
All were related +o the railwey lizes conncetling the Khire ccnters with
the {roat, while six ley slone mein lines Ferallel to the front between
dulich in the north end Trier in the south. The faet thet nesrly all
the mershelling yerds sinzled out for bezbing lay in FUSA's area
indicates the priority cn sir effort which its operations enjoyed
durin; the pericd.

Your of the yards atbrolked wore prrt of the rell complex serving
Aeshen im cdietely. Cu 19 Septenbor two Jroups atteeked Tuaren wikth 79
girertiy, and ore bombed Luchweiler with 37. In both cases sll through
brechs vere cut ot lesst oreu, and incidental denege was dome to
buildinss snd rollins stocks Julich and cuskirchen were assigned to

four srd two proups, respectively, on the 20th. Beubs frem 45 of the

AR
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00 rirorelt vihlch wtlscled Blembishon Lhs terpot eros st Bueldrchen. Tle
121 pleres vhdch drepped .worc then 226 tons of 1,000=pound GPt- ca the
“ coptiey sldinzs ord mewr-by verchouses ab Julish inflieted dencge whoss
SxLot NELUrs V.o uncscesscds
£ix other sarsballing yrnds vore o eldistely relsted to posibions
in the Jlesfried Line sloar the Dumarlour™ frontler bebwesn 2ochen £na
Trisr. Cn 17 Sepborber nosingle sroap ssnt £luinst Sithury sthecked
idth 24 edrertdi winose bexbir duskrogel three rerehoases snd Gorsped £
berrackse Albhoush sone Sroeks vers cub, bheodask troltic eprrreally
remudned posciblos AL Trior ¢ £ull rroup boobed cu the SGth, groustly

. bleckzd o1} linzg, and dizmeocd bobh rolling stosl: rrd trexsshlpment

4]

heds. e rellevin: duy Fromoveld, Geroletoin, ovd Fhren: were the
objestivel of jroup-stron;tn stteclse o dursse was dons by the 14
pleres vhieh torbed Froncfold. At Gerolstein 20 airernrt deshroyed
. rollin: stock mnd alrost conpletely Blosked “rufiiz, while tha 30 whiek
ritaciel Dirrn; seorel 0 hite in bthe tarjet cres, asking through treffic
izpeseible snd destroying or dexasing aparoninctely 100 frelght cirs.
Ca 20 Jopbertor Prun reccived s £irst stieek and Fitburg ¢ recond.
Thdrty=Live "~L0%s Blexkosed the Frua tarpset arer with thelr 360ensund
G2 bezbse A Dithur; e tereacks sres, reported to house green troogps
fwniting noverent to the Clepfried Line, was hesvily dawged by the €5
plenes of She buo sroups siileh sbbeckods wnd B eircereft from twe other
Jreages whileh Strast the merchalling yerd ledt its froillbiss eompletely
' unservicerble wnd dwrsged ndjecent werchouses hetwily. On the 20tkh,
likewdse, bonbs fros sowe 30 of She 72 atseeling 4-00's probebly

i
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inflicted heeyy demege st Pincen, whieh served gs s Dhine beze for

cneny troops in the lebz area. Terlier, on 12 September, two groups
“ wero dispetehed to ait & spesiel reil tarzeb et S5te sendel, nert: of

Searbrucken; tut only 14 sircrelt sttascked, with no demsege effested.

It is %o bo observed that operations egeinst mershelling yards
were confined to four deys (19, 20, 21, 29 September). Numerous obther
ettacks on rershelling yerds were schedulcd, but wore either canceled
or sborted, lerpely on sccount of westher, which so olten prevented the

17
effeetive corduct of the interdietion progrer ir the course of September.

. zas .
Cotober Activitics--Bridses

. Luring Cetober, 9th Dombardment Division save its ettention almost
execlusively to comruniections targets, arony which rellwey bridges were
zmost prouinent. Juch socent weas in keepins with the interdietion pro=
srene for the period, bub on oscesion bectical considersztions led to the

. cholce of such terpets.

It wes the pround situstion which cansed Sth Borberdment Division
to be given several transportntion tergets in Hollsnd, em cren in waich
the Iirth Air Force did not ordimarily operste. Here the Allied salient
extendiny to the Lader Rijn et Arrhem reguired protections The bridge
at Arnhem ibtoelf, which 9th Berberdment Division had unsuccessfully
stteeked on 20 Septenter, wo. twico assaulted to deny ibs use to the
encye Ko decsge was dons by tile group stbeck or 6 Ceteker, but on the

‘ follewlng dey snother sroup desbroyed the structure. In an effort +o
bleck the enery's etlenps to strile the selient from the east, three

soxmunicstions bargcts were scheoduleds A group Bonbins on the 12%h hit
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VenreiJ hizheer Jjunetion so well a8 Ho win commendsticn. The next dey
the reil bridzes at Venlo snd Roerrond were epch bonmted by £ zroup of
- A=Z0's which destroyed the structure st Venlo snd left thet st Roermond
unserviceshle. ongelo marshelling yerd wes somewhet farther removed
frem the Arphem eres bul noretheless served ite (m € Cotbober bombs
frem two groups fell on the city rolher then on their reil tarpet, but
on the T4 & sinsle jroup inflicted censidertble derare upon rails,
rollin~ stock, snd {acilities,
Tke desirc %o bloek the supnly rcoute of the Cermean forces in
weleheren Islarnd orused cne group to te sent exainst Joerdijk bridge and
. enotier azeinst thet at Gertruidenbery on the 20th. Led by pathfinders,
the ettacizing plernes eleimed o heve rendered the [Pirst bridge urservice-
tble, but did no demsge to the secend. Prior to its destrueticn by the
Gorr.ens, leerdiik was sgeain abtecked by 9th Lowberdment Division on the
’ aJthy bub the 30 clrerett stbecking olaimed only slircht dermare .
fibteclis in the Anerican sres wers more directly releted to the
interdiction projren. In view of the current ground effort these were
lorgsly concentrabed in tho Aschen rezion shere e uarshelling yerd and
foar reilvey bridzes vere stloeked. The bridze et Lus'.irchen was Lombed
five times (8, 2, 13, 17, 29 Cctcker) in group strensth. Two abbacks
reported no drrege, tio more regorted their results unkoovm, while bhe
bembdnz on 13 Cotcber lefi the bridze servicesble but blocked the lines
terirorerily. Grevenbroleh bridse ves not hit by the group dispetched on
’ the Bth, end remsined undenrzed after a second bonbicg by o group on the
12%he Trecks were out when s zroup bombed the bridge ef Ahrweiler on

12 QOctoker, but only 123 eircraft boxbed out of the two groups dispstched

e
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on the Z{th--end these did no demege. Ho dameje resulbed from the
borbing of the structure cloge to the Rliine eb Sinziy on the 28th. Two
croupgs were essisnped to ecrch of three srees et Duren on 6 Cotoker and
Their reports were gretifying. An swmumition dump was blanketed, @
berracks eres vas severely demeped, end the mershelling yard itself well
hit. Julich, enother rozd and reil center servins Aschen, wes hit by
borbs of six flights frox bwo groupgs on the 8th, while those of one
flight fell om Geilemkirchen marshelling yerd. Between the Aachen snd
the lletz area four railwsy bridjes end one highway bridge were bombed in
the course of six group-strength attecks, none of which were reported to
heve vitally demojed the structurss. Meyen wes bombed on the 13th and
ezain on the 29th. On the mein line Koblenz-Irier, Bulley was atbacked
on the Pth snd Eller on the 20th; while on the latter dete o reil srd s
rosd bridse et Konz Kertheus, scuthweet of Trier, were also ettacked.
Considersble succcss wes, however, reported after en mttack on warehouses
in the Trier —wershallins yerd (7 Ocbcber) vihich supplied Germen divisions
orposinge thoe advavee of the 20th Infortry end the Gbh Armored Division.
three jroups of A-20's atbecked, destroying six werehcuses and severely
derezing four others.

In the ares imore closely related to the l'ebz froant the bridze st
Dillinren, on the mein line frow Trier to Sssrbrucken, wes destroyed by
the group vhich ettecked on 7 Oztober, snd thet at Bed Ifunster was left
urserviceable after a yrovp bombed the follonins dey. In this eree, oS
in the others, eneny supplies olfered terscbs, snd on the 12th three
sroups bombed the Cexp de Bitche end cleimed severe demage to at leasst

& qusrter of the torjet areea.

. ———
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A 286

Thease rtbscks on tromsportetion terzots in CGstoker hed rot achieved

conspleuous success, #nd their coptribution teo the interdiction program

~ wves bub slizhte [Tissions hed, however, becn flowr on 10 different Jeys,
ono or ricre on nearly every duy which permitted cembet opsrstions. In

18
reny Inctencos wecther had forcod the use of pethiinders.,

Tovember lebivities--Bridses

Ball bridzes st 13 key points on the lioges serving the Germen
frowt wore the ter;ots sssimmed bo olorents of 9th Fombsriment Division
for interdiction ebtacs on 21 oz2psicrs during lovembor. Five were
borkad on the 2d, five on the 5d, snd four on the 1llth. bCin~le grouvrs

o
rere dispriehed in rll caces ano, with one excevbtica, 83 to 32 airerslt
hozbede In the excepbionel ezse only five ebbeckeds Sinnles mbtroks
on the bridics &t Dullsy (2 Cebtoter) snd ithrwoiler (11 Ceboier) resulted
in no epprecieble drmeis, nor wors Jrester results reported followin:

. the dao sbbneks on Ioyen erd on Luskircken (2, 11 Cotober). Luter in
the ronkh the Ehine bridses ia the €th ary sesber et Freisech (18
Qehobor) snd Jeucnbers (18, 19 Ozteber) were bombed wlthout effest. Iz
the ¢ene of bhe rencining seven rall structurcs ettscked, the results
of &t lenst oxe of the sbtecka deliversd on epch vas nore setisfrotorye
A firsk etbeck or Fonz Jlerthsus (2 Ovtober) rendersdthe bridge
unserviceeble, thouph thet on the followiny dey ¢ld not edd to the
dezegos Ak Trier-I'Pulzol (2 Gctober) belf of the spwa was dropped

. into bhe river, end Jsd Lunster wor severely damezed on 3 Qabobor.

Leoults of the basbing of llorcheld and isisersluutern (3 Cocbobor) woure
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b Pirst reported o5 undertircined, but in letor records witel dsnage

20T

wes cleimeds The cane holds true of resulbs et Lowvied-Thrlich
“ (& Cotobor) mud 3inzi (11 COstober). DRoth thess bridzes wore subjectsd
to furtker bosbint., but the aticaks on Neuwlied (13, 21 Ostober) snd

19
on CJinzig (21, 75 Ostober) were inconclucive,

Sunrary for the Juricd Sepberbor to loverber

The inbtordisiion nrozres wos nlanned on ¢ rend scule. Ko less
corpriacosive pleas o9ald have premiszd to rreduszo the desired resalhs
apon Hhe intricebte Germen rail 2wotwork. Bub rore thea ordinery effort,

. a5 w3ll &5 continued suc2e5s in sweh effort, wore bobh reguired if the
tebtle crea were bo bo truly dsolol~d. Kot cven in Sepbesber ted onrly
Csloter, vhen the veiried typse of inberdiction effort wore most wmenifest,
could the endccvor ke roabed as extraordinery. For the better part of
Cebotsr end throusnout Uoverbor its scelse was evsn less, for &b no Hime

. ¢id sernther erd obther fechtors poreit interdietion ebbtsclks Lo beeorme &
fexrt of the dolly roublne of Iinth Zir Torce elemeuts. Texporary
echiovirmonts in semo froou wors rocorded in the courss of inbtordiction
cporeticns in thes? mouths. Iub the vneryts skill in using his reilwey
vetvior:s rrd his roulliby to effset speedy repmirs ters such ax to classify
the over-cll resulbs es Minberrapbicns of trelfic" robher thon ss

"irkorlletion™ of the sort nerlicr schicved <Athin the Juino-loirc arc.
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Cripter VIIT

ORI IICTS I COUOZD LD COVEDTT 1ok

o ovrn - - A .,.,,‘

Lder & ~opoe Seblon
Taring the winlhn of Cetol-v wnd Tonsbor 1044 ko Sround fowce
dovoloped four wovtor sellone,  In Colotor oopurh oo insd Loaghos G JURA
recalic? i the cmelvelrooat of that etropzold on e 18Uh (2l itc
caprrnlcy on the 21a%, ~hilc o tke couts WUSL maw X zerors the Jeills
in tho &riotion of Chuboon Solime, Ca € TovoX-p SO0 drxzuroicd on
woroall thick 1ol b e erpilure of Utz ecorviced geroct Bhe locclle o
Slelricl Tine mo~1tleony in the zarth. nd woocbol poritlons foxiner
cyukh to ke est of Tortoch, Tuticdirege, snd Jiorelbon, o 30 Jwnchr
thi Tiret rxd Dleth U, 3. Jardces Jupsd off in Mo Lnchuon prsn rmi Lov

ctonldily forvnxd to noy poriftionr Jurd o0t of oo Lodr Jiver.

indn e Deres somiaants

Toniacnde of ko heldowsytcers of Tinth Adr Tores crd 1%r elonents,
Sogother 41 furibor Toricrd dienleccronte of i%c eoxdod wadte, togls
ploece dvelps thie poried,  edn Heoldgroricrs Tinth Alre Sorec ronudoid
firmed nt Comtilly, Tt the adsenesd hirdeunriers folloned $hod of
Suelith Lror frove to ITumcutourg om AE Cotobox,  In Iiocplns with el
ove, Hooicnotors Oth 2ockordocnt Divicicon Lot Cheotrie wd on 25
Sobobkor o~ 2lirhel $4oc3f L3 Tolos, vhire eomsinlcertien vith Advingol

Fordouerteors Jipth 2dr Dorec and itk 1i- 2w odheldosrr uns elemler.

oxlicr, on D Cotocey, IN0 000 n3ved dts odnxecd beodruoiricr o
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eeeamptesiatinae” e
Torwlors, Joro 1t continvod In regidence. A ixneed Eecdoverters IX
L0 uny cotablicbod ot Tamev on 1D Cetober, cnd o mated welow, thb
” of the mew AN QU0 v legoted fixet o4 orlon (1 Cotober) and after
02 Cobobor ub looctrichd, JAseociotion wlth the hecdowrters of
cazesrricte arzier voo in svidoneo in conmoobion with cich ol ko
toeticnl nir comzonds,
o 2%9%h IZoobarducat ing, tdthia Oth Sonbordicnt ITivielon, movsd
to lte TRird eenilnentul srco vhen $t« oleoade roitled dovm Wb Crofroi-

Sleromdos, Teronne, Clactrosm, and Ioovaithices in the eouvce of the

<antb.  Thilc tio grouprs of IX %40 re_aircd in the Telr: cres thriugh-
. gus Cetelor, on the lot 4704k 2 Crown joined the 270t which hod
proezdel L4 bo Tlerconrz, ool the JE0th wnd #C60th maved enctiryd to

Chicvres by ¢ Catober. Zotzxd the cad of Ugverlir, Z€0th T2 Gramm
~hiftcl fros Leer-Crurrsn %9 tho 2ol-fan 1010 of tech, XIX TA0 wyilic

eentinmed nb thelr c-2licr looriione throeoshoud Cotodrr: but on J

. Tevonher 3023 T3 (rown =oved forvmrd to the neiibornszd of Tirdwn, and
ootueen 20 cad &) Tevelltor 38dth Gravn sbvexeed to Tordlerer en Dnye,

noerthient of Iney., Iy the :xd of Cekoter the fi btcr-boub-rn of

LN L0 vore torcd on Telpion f1-130 in the reglon of Te Julst mnd
St. Zrenl, “hworpe ther eontlmacd throughout Tovcober. Zock of these
vovencats nvilved cn logroviecnt of oo tloned freiliticr, irpnoos

. 1
w0othe noy Tlclér vers cgprociohly nicxrer the Jrent toom tho old.

LApLiTrnee o X Teetdecl adr 0oz
In the opendn- o7y of Cotobor the Tinth U, &8, Jxop Joincd Tvelfth

Sroy Crown on the Drepd,  Jntlelpsting e oppenvrreoc ilhero, o now

R
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Jr Ciicald (Frovielonsd) el boon coft
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frotlenl oir ecoiozd of the Dinth fdr Tores hed coelior prorred wnin
the rorne ro el cozh orry of Toalith Jruy CGraws micht bove oo cnmonnd
“ of fole drpe orroohoted ith £, Cn 17 Demte—d o 1047, XEIX Septted
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I B perrsnacl of iio hondgaarbors ad hoadizorbor~ sqsadeon vere
doplwsdl Jrew 000 red TOTI Tl e, Ioels ) bUs Lntidll cheoo
ye ity tuolelrmes JDEX AR oz bt el Dols IX L0 for eroaads tien,
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Dresradz Laes Crazo, woiro wand=a 1 Ly L%, WIES b ool oomb el
oo hecdgaoedtore o Drlon, ST0 340 e oollavel 3w Li. BL.zhlint Lo
S for wrpualanilon, roining, nd opor $ioac, olihougs in the ety
vhlel fx o3l tolr Dolle.ncd, cowtdm of It womy. ool oo oomaslen Uy
ha plozed undor by sporaliomad drcation of IX L8, Such wetion v
The more Ju Bifliel Poairsco 4o frent - 1ls cldel XTL D0 - pasnnillel

. e o, VIl o ~:f;.3
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et leng to rodn dn ite Tt operaiisnmcd Lria.e 3kw sy watt pultlied
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e e
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,in‘_"}iiﬂk be 13, VLY Seae Fi il pehol™ g CEFIS LIe 0no taatlell ro-

carridae mcr ewrs unler 48 op.eblensl dlrestiion, X L0 tooun LE-

aetiv: cospiralisa Atk the Mt UL DL oaxl

g XLAT B s M T Lo A S oo thee s a3 ok S s
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4=
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T tur=Redbor Soumps rzomg the thrce tactiell | i» spo.rl~ of Fis

Tinthoudr Torcs om Z1 Caladie 12 e L~ Tellause™

g 2 YIZ Z: TTE Zal
(Tie % U, 24 Axy (Znizd U 2. Cxer) (Cinth U 2. ens)

I35Th D Qe ChLEn T2 G GG T3 Gres
TI20a 2 Crewy SO3E IT Growp <00 I3 Gy
I3 T8 Gren 2321 IT ooy SPIL O OE3 Graan
22308 I3 Grovyg <& T3 Groun <05 B G
STV 2 Grow <05Eh 1D {rous

L5 I Crovo

Aoowsald e omtlefantel, X 4o Jolntly; JLth TUSY in Corohor,

- -,

Tlr-st cdregrounl eooporntion ros arslewdorde o evilio-rr fro the
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TOTHS

Chapber I

ALF Historieel Studies: l'o. 32, Nipnth 4ir Porce in the ITC, 16
Qctober 1943 to 16 April 1944,

Jemo, n.d., Eistory of DC/S, Plens; IC/S, Flene, Notes on Flenning
Gperstion "Kepbune,¥ 16 Oct. 44; lbr., Signel Communications
officer, 9th AF, Signel Plenning for Operetion "Meptune," 18 June 44.

vemo by Signsl Comnunicablons Cfficer, Sth LF, Signel Communicetions
ir Cperstion QVFRLORD, drsaft, n.d.

Cl.mgter II

feport of Supreme Commuender rLy to Combined Chiet's of Steff,
31 Aame 4de

Trlese otherwise specified inforwetiocn for this and for all later
sccourts of opersitionel eetivities is derived from melferials which
sre for convenience described es “Sth AW Operetionel Records.”
Tnese exist in & veriety of forms, but refererce to sll of them

is effected by use of the dates &nd/%r the units involveds For a
deseription of these operationel records see tho bibliographicel
note.

En. 9th A f=2 reporbt, Nershkallirs Yerd Tergets 1 Merch 44 to D-Ley,
Nnede; Dombing Anslysis Unit, SHALF Yedn tir, Report Nos 1, The
[ffects of the Cverlord Air Flen to Disrupt Pnemy Reil Comrunicae-
tions, 24 Rov. 44.

&tk Boxb. Dive CES Report Hos. 77, 7 Tecs 44, in 9%k Bomb. Dive
kistory, Love-Tecs 44,

g« 9th [F kecommeissence Report, 15 llay=b June 44, n.d.

3ee mup, Tecticsl flsposibion Sth iF, 6 June 44, in kinth Air
Force Invesion Activities.

lleme by Lt. Cole B+ H. George, Lirect rir Support, 22 June 44;
memo by Tuje ¥e ¢ Anzell, Adr Support Indoctrinetlon Courses,
20 Tebe 44; Representative, I'ge. 2lst Army Group et Adv. Ig. LELF,
Cperation "Cverlord® Instruction to ALO's; Sth AR Historients
nobes,.
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Ltr., CG 834 Inf. Div. to CG 9th AF, 3 Sep. 44, in 9th Bombae Dive
history, fep. 44.

IX BC history, Aug. 44.

Stk LF Operatiorel Order lio. 262, in A-3 mission files, 9 Augz. 44.
Figures for fighter-bombers ere derived from IX TAC and FUSA Deily
Sunmsry of Operetions, fugust to September 44, end operstions
reports of the grougs composing XIX TAC; fipures for the IX BC are
taken from IX BG histories, fugust to September 1944.

Such evidence as is &t present svelleble is to be found in TRS
Report No. 147 end Its supplement and in OKS Memo No. 41, in

IX BEC history, September 1944,

oth AP Historian!s notes.

Ibigd.

gth £P Ga0a Noa 227, 18 Sep. 44.

IX TAC hisbtory, Sep. 44; IX BC history, Sep. 44; XIX TAC, Tectical
fir Operetions in Turopese

8th 47 Dirsctor of Supply, Air Force Logisticel Deta, 3d ede.
Koy &G,

367th, 404th PB Gps. histories, fep. 44,
37lst FB Gp. Opreps., 4, 9, 12 Sep. 44.

IX TAC history, fep. 44.

Hg. 9th AF G.0. No. 218, per. 4, 1 Sep. 44,
Ege 9th 2F G.0. No. 228, per. 1, 16 Sep. 4£.

Memo by Capt. E. E. Golssler, Organizetiont Connections bobween
the ¢th AF, the ZII TiC, and the 1st TAF (Frov.), 24 Kov. 44,

368th FE Gp. history, Sep. 44.
404th B Gp. hisbory, Sep. 44.

IX TAC history, Sep. 44.
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Ibida, ¥ove. 443 XIX TAC Hovembor Cperatiops.

Opreps. XXIX TAC units, Oote 44; XXIX TAC hisbory, Cobe. 44.
Cpreps. ZXIE TAC units, Fove 44; XXIX TAC history, Nov. &4.
9th Bomb. Dive history, Jep.-44.

Ibides Cots &4,

Ibid., Nov. 44.

Chepber VIIT

‘gth AF Instellations (meps), 30 Ccbae, 10, 20, 30 Nov.; Sth Boub.

Div. history, Coct., Nov. 44; IX TAC history, Cot., Hov. 44;

IXIZ TAC history, Cet., Nove 44; 36Gbh, 368th,474th ¥B Gpe.histories,
Cobs 443 362G I'S Gp. history, Nove 44.

Hqe. 9th AT CeQs Too 222, 13 SEP. 44,

Eqe. 5th 4F GeOs MNo. 231, 20 Sepe 44; Ho. 9th AP G.0. Yo. 233,
2 Qcte 443 Hye XEIX TAC GaQe Yoo 8, 2 Oot. 44,

Eq. 9th AF G.0. Yo, 251, 25 Oct. 44; XXIX TAC history, Cet. 44.
26th 80U Sunmery of Cperstions, Cet., Fov. 44,

TX TAC history, Oct. 44.

Ibid.

362d FB Gpe. history, Cet. 44; IX TAC Nove. vperabions.

Cpreps. ZIX TAC unibs, Cet. 44.

9th Bombe Dive history, Cote 44,

PUSA erd IX TAC Summery of Air Gperetions, 2-8 Nov. 44; IX TAC
history, Yov. 44,

FUSA exd IX TAC Summary of Llr Gperetions, 1-30 Fov. 44.
IX TAC history, Nov. 44.

Cprep. 405th FB Gp., B lov. 44; Impeot, 111 (Mey 45), 9; XIX TAC
Kove. operstions.
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Auderville, 108

A Gay, 98, 136

Auggsta {U.S.S-), 25, B4

Aulnoye, 39

Avney sur Odon, 85-86, 103

Mure River, 83

Auteinville, 163

Matheuil, 130

huxerre, 206

Avers sur Olse, 213

fAvranches, 88, 90, 93, 117, 128,
130, 134, 153, 159-160, 188,
171, 182, 191

Azeville, 19

B

B"ZG. 90, 125’ 141""142’ 254,
302, 918

Besl, 321

Bad Ereugnech, 272-73, 275

Bad Iumster, 285«E86

Bagnoles de 1'0rme, 114

Belleroy, 88, 310

Barfleur, 69, 84«85, 108

Berneville, B2, B4

Beron, 109

Barsis, 218

Be-sle’ 248

Battery Donsine, 229

Esttle of France, 159=60, 178,
232

Bebtble of Germeny, 232

Bottle of FHormandy, 97

Bauches du Desert, 218

Bayeux, 27, 80, 83

B&'iiield (U‘SISO), 25’ 54

Bayonne, 183

Bazoncourt, 08

"Beagle," 180

Besuchemps, 163

Besugency, 83, 206

Pezu Guillot, TO

Besumont, 213

Resumontel, 218

Besumont le Roger, 33, 216

Besumont sur Oise, 34, 234

Besumont sur Serthe, 211

Beeutor, 212

962

Besuvais, 34, 110, 172-73,
176-77, 202, 213, 234

Bedburg, 268, 268, 278

Belgium, 31, 36, 145-46, 213,
233, B89

Benerville, 69, 74, 78

Bexnnecourt, 43

Beny Bocage, 117

Bergsteln, 303, 316

Bergzebern, 320

Berkshire, bO~El

Berney, 215

Bethume, 38

Beugeville, 198, 71, T7

Biblis, 238

Biggin Hill, 81

Billinger Wald, 321

Bingen, 249, 256, 281, 283

Birgel, 318

Bitburg, 282

Bitsech, 271

Bizange, 310

Blsnmont, 297

Blois, 199

Bockingen, 299

Bois de Hommet, 96

Boissel la Lande, 141

Bonn, 241~43, 264, 295

Bonnlseres, 189

Borny, 310

Boston {(pleme), 124

Bouechenmain, 210

Boulsy, 308

Boulogne, 254

Bourges, 31, 110, 178, 199, 239

Bourhelm, 314

Bournemouth, 162

Bourth, 88, 143, 211

Bradley, Geone., 102

Brouceasteyr, 75

Bray Court, 51

Brecey, 166

Breh&l’ 138’ 133

Breiscch, 288

Breitscheidt, 294

Breroton, 1t. Gen. Le He, 1, 101,
181

Breskens, 301

Brest, 159, 182, 1984, 196, 221-24,
229=-31, 281, 254
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-2, 98, 136

A3, 165

A=20, 79, 120, 14l-142, 209, 2t4,
£82, 265, 320

A28, 254

Aeochen, 232, 287-38, 242, 264,
269, 281-82, 284-85, 288,
252-95, 297, 300-02, 304,
316-17

MAbancourt, 79

Mbeville, 34

Mvenced Headguerters, 9th AF,
16"18, 28' 40’ 49’ 51’ 60’
62, 256G, 262, 288

Operetions Crder Yo. 168A, 69

berschot, 39

Mhrdorf, 268

Ahrweiler, 269, 284, 286

2ir Defense of Grest Britein JNF,
24

Air Defense Plen, 20

Adr pispateh Letber Service, 23,
27-28

Lirel, 79, 83, 91

sirfields (provided for June 44},
99

Alr Representetives, 15, 256, 54-55

Sir Support Xet, 98
Alr Support Farty, 25-26, 55~55,
57, &0, 137, 180, 183, 223,
292, 303, 309, G313
Mere, 197
Aldermeston Court, 51
Alderney Islsnd, 68, 64, 108
Alencon, 91, 93-95, 143, 188-89%
Allendorf, 279
AMlied Expeditionary Lir Force
(.E;E.“E’), 2’ 10"11, 25, 35"‘56]
40-41, 45, 80, 206
Adve Hges 56, 1632, 208

361

Alr Comdre. in Chief, 122
Hqes 62
Lsnd Line Committee, 7
Supreme Comdr., 17
Supreme 1g., 6

Lllies, 43-34, 65, 118, 122,
154, 189, 172, 192, 202

Alsece, 246, 271, 274, 278,
220

Altenpglen, 271

Amenvillers, 244-45

Imbrieres, 140

Imiens, 157, 173,. 178

Ancon {(Ue5e5a), 28, 5%, 50-81, 97

Andaevillers, 144

Andernsch, 300

Iinderson, Brig. %ens 8. E., 69

Andover, 50

Angers, 144, 157, 176, 187-8d,
193, 205, 210

Anizy le Chateeuw, 212

Appeville, 218

Appilly, 197

"toprecistion of Scheduled
Tergets for 6 June 1044,% 71

‘rrenten, 78, 86, 90, 142, 160,
169, 172, 184, 187-8t,
195=-24, 197, 213-14, 217

Zrlon, 237, 848, 2389=50

Irrentieres, 110

Lrmy List Index, 8B

Sroeruiden, 283

Lr.nh.em. 245’ 254, 283-84:

txusbery, 279

Arques, 218

Arrecourt, 245

frres, 49, 25&

Arrys 243

Asch, 289

Lssenlt Porce Cnmehs, 54

Lssenlt Force Uteh, 64

Athies, 177, 289
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Breteuil, 115, 172

Bretigny, 90, 200, 203

Breton peninsula. See Brittemy.
Bricquebec, B84

Briomne, 215-16

Briouze, 90, 174, 177, 214

Britein, 13, 21-22, 26-27, 48, 54,
64, 78, 87, 100, 102, 120, 135,
163-82, 189, 172, 234, 263, 301

Brittany, 33, 153, 169=-£0, 188,
203, 205, 209

Broglie, 216

Bronze Ster, 204

Brooks, lMaj. Gen. E. He, 295

Bruhl, 278, 295

Brumath, 270=T1

Brus, 114

Buckinghemshire, 51

Bueil, 157

Build-up Priority Table, 8

Bullay, 285-86

Bups beocon, 64

Busigny, 39

c

C=47,17,62,65,6%, 171

6-55, 17, 62. 65, 67

Caen, 78, 109, 117, 120, 1565

falais, 254

Combrei, 176, 233, 239, 289

Cemp de Bitoche, 285

Caneds, 160, 172, 2538

Canisy, 128, 130, 1683

Cap Barflsur, 84

Cap de 1la Hapgue, 107-08

Cap Frehel, 96

Cardonville, 19, 100

Qarentan, 19, 78-80, 83, 100,
108, 117-19, 126

Carrouges, 170

Caudebec, 217

Ceumont, 135

Cerisy, 83

Cerney, 200

CG-44, 17, 62, E65~66

Chabris, 114

Chalgrove, 50

Chelons, 146
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Chelons sur Merne, 233

Chexmbery, 177=78, 246

Chombouryg, 159

Chempegne, 234

Chentilly, 110, 176, 2383, 288

Cherleroi, 233, 239

Chermy Down, 51

Chartres, 34, 88, 92, 94, 110,
113, 115, 140, 143, 145, 190,
192, 196, 200, 202-03, 205,
208, 210, 233-54, 288

Chetesubriant, 94

Ch&teaud.un’ 51, 91, 94’ 161’
163, 234

Chatesugiren, 112

Chatesanseuf, 1485

Chetesuroux, 179, 199, 239, 248

Chsateau Selins, 246, 248, 288,
296-98

Chatelleranlt, 248

"chettencoge Day," 44

Cheulnes, 142

Chauny, 207, 215, 218

Cherbourg peninsuls, 62, 69,
78, g1, 96-57, 101, 105-08,
223

Cherisy, 88, 113, 140, 144, 210

Chievres, 32, 105, 289

Chilbolton, 23

Cing Ifars, 139, 210

(leirox, 218

Clemency, 145, 248

Clastres, 177, 289

Clermont, 110

(loyes, 88, 143, 205

COBRL, 123

Cognec, 178

Colbe, 273

Colleville, 19

Collins, Gen., 101, 104, 318

Colmer, 290, 274, 276

Coltenville, 113

Carbined British Americen Opere~
+ions Room and Commend Post,
62

(ombined Chiefs of Staff, 2

Combined Control Center (IX Fir.
Comde and 11 Gp. PAF), 12,
26, 56, 70, 79-80

Combined Control Center, 21st
Amiy G’Pt, 57-60’ 97
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Polssy, 43

Foitiers, 176, 248

Polx, 19, 32

Polish trmored Div., 172

Fompey, 252

Font e Pousson, 232, 245, 2489,
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Fontevbeult, 92, 128
Fort iudermer, 215-16
Fout futhouw, 21€
Font de lilirche, 43
Font 1'iveque, 214
Fontoise, 213
Fontorson, 91, 157
YPoadle," 166G, 188
Pouppeville, 1CG0
Frimery Interdleticn Projoct, <08
Pronsfeld, 282
Prouvy, 34

Prum, 282
Muttelanse, 268
FPubzlohn, 517

Quartsrnnsser
Truck legbe lge, 23
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Guebeo Trident Conference, 2
QUEL'Y, 304, 312, 317
tuerrieu, 218
Guosade, 1mjs Cene e Rey 70,
101, 128
Guibehou, 131
Muilly le Vicowbe, 215
Quineville, E4

E

RAF, 24, 48, 64, 77, &17

RAF Bombsr Cozd., 174

RAF School of frmy Cooperation,
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Renpiport, 43

Pesbtubt, 286~57, 276, 3ll-12,
319

keeh, 278

ded Cross, 178

kedon, 187

"Ped Sysbex," 267

Leicherbach, 268

Reirs, 159, 172, 176, 1739, 195,
197, 208, 233-34, 2805-E0

Feweren, 257, 268, 268, 278

Fermes, 31, €3, 80-01, 94,
156-67, 161, 176, 182

Fethel, 201

111,

372

Rheinbech, 278, 520

Rheyét, 265, 278

Lhinelend, 44

FPhine Liver, 240, 248, 256-37,
261=52, 266-6T, 269, 271-81,
283, 285«86, 304, 211, 819, 321

kisle River, 214-~1B

Reoermond, 266, 284

Reer Niver, 288, 303-~C4, 306,
513, 3lHw=16

kosieres, 178

Rosieres en leye, 289

Roterburgz, 268

Rotgen, 238

Louer, 38, 41-33, 87, 138, 172,
208, 214, 217

Loyel Iavy Fleet Air fArm, 10

Ioye Jmy, 178, 234

Tugles, 215

Funrburg, 303

Rumanie, 1852

Rublend, BO

Stvg Ste.

£t, Mmend, 239

3k, lndre de l'Lure, 115

Sbe iwold, 308

Ste Barthelemy, 166

Ste Cyre, 170

Ste Die, 270, 272

Ste Dizier, 159, 230

Lbe. Gauburge, 2086

Ste Florentin, 151

Gbe Germaln, 48~43

Ste Gormein sur Ay, 117

St. Gildes des Bois, 188

St Gilles, 124-25, 1238

&te Goar, 270

Ste Bilaire, 111

&t. Rileire déu Hercourt, 140

S5te Fonorire, 138

Ste James, 165

5te Jolm's eod, B1

£t Leurent, 100

»te Lo, 79, B4w-85, 90, 1C8,
117, 119-20, 123-24, 128,
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5te Melo, 174, 198, 203, 219=-20
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5t. Mertin de Varreville, 70, 76

Ste. ere Iglise, 18, 61, 66, 71

wte Wazeire, 159, 254

3te Plerre du lont, 18-15

5te Plerre du Teuvrey, 43

St. Plerrs Ezlise, 86

Ste Tuentin, 110, 176=77, 233,
230

St. Lemy, 296
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7

Ste fauvour Lendelin, 162
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91, 109, 119

Ste Lervan, 2192

Ste Cever, 114

tte Trond, 280

Hte worndel, 283

s

2d Advenced ’ir Lepot Ares, 23

24 Armored Dilve, 166, 180, 237

2d Bne {120th Inf.), 171

2d Inf. :Div., 170, 229

2d Peratrocp Div., 180

2d Toctlcel Air Force RAF, Z,
5-6, 27-28’ 45’ 56’ 103, 169,
259
e, 28

éth rmy (pes 236

6th Us So IJ‘IT.:,F, 297

7th Jrmored Diwv., 185, 180

7th CGermen ‘frmy, 151

Tth Ue S xwal'my, 178, 236, 248,
380

YII Ue 3+ Corps, 256, £4, 70,
84-85, 101, 170, 253, 292, 318
cG, 518
Ege., 100

17th £8 Feanzer Grenadier Div.,
209

67th Tee. Ben. Gp., 307

v0th ftr. Winz, 15, 28

79th Inf. Dive, 101, 191, 252,
287

SR

) 273

5=-2, 53, 59

53, B3, BEC

Soar, 274-75, 277, 319

Geaarelben, 288

Sacrbrucken, 248-49%, 271, 276,
»83, 312

Ssurburg, 270-Tl, 273

Sesrgenund, 270-T1l, 274, 276

Sesrguemines, 3511

Seerlautern, 271

Seerunion, 274

Secrwellingen, 310

seble sur Hille, 94

Sechsenhelm, 276, 229

Spunmr, 139, 176, 199

Scheid, 253, 264

Scheldt estuery, 253, 301

Echlettstedt, 278, 274, 311

Sehlich, 318

Sehlichtigheim, 276

Sehmidt, 302=03

Schweblisch, 311

Scorten, Bl

Len-522, 129

2Cn-684, 240

SCE=TYIT=0 radar, 63~§4

Second Bridge Inberdiction Line,
206=07

fedan, 41

Sees, 188

Sepre, 110, 1405

Seille River, 288, 296, 208

Seine=Loire pep, 85, 189=180,
172«74, 189-20, 19425, 206,
209, 211, 214, 216, 287

Seine Rivar, 40-42’ 45’ 47"‘48;
78, B7-88, 93, 94, 114, 138,
140, 144-45, 152-54, 169-60,
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206, 209, 211, 214, 216, 287
roll intsrdicktion progrem for,
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"Seine Iiiver Ares," 172=73

Selipgenstedt, 241

Semecourt, 245
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Services of Supply, XI0, 2 12th Air Ferce, 236
SIER, 222 XII Corps, 24b~46, 249, 294,
Shermen, 131 308
. Siesfried Line, 232, 242, 253, 286, XII Tecticel Alr Comd., 236,
282, 288, 516, 320 258
Sienne, 118 12th Us S Army Gpe., 160, 175,
Siersdorf, B1E 206, 231, 233, 251, 256, 2583,
Simerincen, 272 262, 288-90, 316=17
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5-8, 23 ., 152-64
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Sirwern, 271, 275 CG, 4, 86
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Sinzig, 285, 237 57=60
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. Soissons, 178, 178, 185, 187 224 Inf. Regbs., 229
Scmerset, BO 26th Inf. Dive, 286
Sorrse River, 47, 2lt 26th Inf. Dive., 302
Sotenich, 264~E5 29th Inf. Div., 228, 231
Sobtevest, 91 XXTX Teoticel Alr Comd., 2358,
Sourdeval, 167, 170 2T8~80, 289=-01, 259, 512«13,
Souvigny, 141 316
Sp&abz, G‘On-, 102 &0th Inf. Dj.v-, 125, 127
Speyer, 250, 257, 278 35th Inf. Dive., 309
. Staufenburz, 279 36th FB Gp., 188, 192-94,
56irliny plene, 64 196=-97, 243, 245-44, 248,
Stockhein, 319 250, 279-80, 290-31
Stolbery, 238, 304 38th Inf's Div., 229
Stresbours, 248, 256=-57, 276, 312 266th Infs Dive, 150, 153
Stuttgert, 274 275th Infs Dive, 149
Sunninghill Perik, bl=&3, 238 27éth Inf, Div,.,, 153
Supreme Allied Copmender, 3€ 5034 Fir. Winpg, 187, 280
307th Gpe, 304
34324 Inf. Div., 150
T 3524 Infe Dive, 122
3E5d Inf. Dive, 153
3 fxmored Dive., 165-€7, 171, 8E4th F3 Gpe, 183, 200-02,
237 249=50, B72-73, 2756, 277,
3d U. S. Army (TUSA), 12, 160, 29}, 2989, 311-12
172, 178, 180~-81, 193, 195-26, 365th FB Gpes 289
198-99, 204-05, 223, 243, 247-48, 356th FB Gpe, 182, 184-E5,
. 252-E3, 288, 29697, BL9nE0 187-89, 192, 196~97, 201, 224,
Adve Wes, 183 274, 276, 276=T75, 291, 296«29,
o8, 204, 319 509, $11-12
Hges 163 3624 FB Gp., 181, 187, 18991,
10th Fhoto Rene CGpe, 18 124, 196, 158-201, 224, 249,
10th 55 Fancer Dive, 1562 271-76, 288, 281, 286-87, 308,
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Vigny, 512

Tilledieu, 93, 109, 12B-2%, 131,
133, 1568

Vvillefranche, 199

Villeneuve, 191

Ville sur Ilion, 246

Vire, 69-70, 80, 03-04, 896, 118,
122, 163, 166

Titre, 111, 157

Vibry, 112

Vitre le Frencois, 234

von Rlume, Fisld lershsl, 151,
17¢

von Eundstedt, Field Narshal, 25

Vossenzach, 303

VYouziers, 197

Voves, 88

Leeco glider, 17

hehn, 241

wtleheren Islarnd, 2B4, 284

".or Diery of the Ttk Germen Army,"
94, 121, 126, 140-1E0

aorspite (e % 5.), 174

wehrmecoihb, 166, 154, 247

heish&den’ 250, aTs

woisweiler, 318

uenrerchr, 265-56, 271

tt‘eﬁ‘t, GChey 151

western Havel Task Force, 25-20,
54
Tevel Comdxr., 55

a76

west hell, 251

.avelrhem, 32

woylerd, Brige Gene Os P,
ig0, 153, 2C4&, 247

vhitechurch, 28

williems, Brig. Cene Fe L., 61

wildshire, 50-851

wire Committes, lst Ue 5S¢ Aoy
Gpe, T

wittlich, 321

wittrineen, 277, 311

hWores, 273

wullmenroth, 267

wurcbureg, 275

Y

Y=Intercept, 26, Z94
Yorkshire, 51

Zebern, 270, 320

Zellheusen, 311

Zuid Bewvelard, 253

Zulpich, 2§86

Zweibrucken, 263, 270-T1, 312,
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365th Ftr. Gp. (FE), 83, 160, 178,
242-43, 2364, 291, 234-85, 303, 505,
307

3e6th Ftr. Gp. (FB), 83, 118, 168,
169, 237, 240, 276=T9, 269=921,
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387th FB Gp., 173, 178, 238, 240-43,
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Tessy sur Vire, 125
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Tirlemont, 237

Torgres, 241

Top Secret Contrel Section, 10

Toul, 198, 248

Tougques River, 214-15

Tours, 139, 144, l4€, 176, 196,
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Trier, 264, 271, 273, 275, 281-82,
285=-86, 320
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Trouville, 78

Troyes, 159, 176, 190, 192, 195,
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U=7753, 244

U=785E, 244

U=7950, 244

Ubach, 301

Udenbreth, 293

United Kingdom, 1, 16, 18, 21,
23-34, 26-27, 29, 31, 33,
50, 55
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Ue 5. Army Forces In the Umited
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4
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Us S« Strategiocel Air Force,
56, 236

Ussy, 120

Utala Beﬁch’ 18’ 25, 61, 70,
75, B0, 82, 84

Uxbridge, 12, 26=26, 51,
55-06, 97, 116, 143-44, 162
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Velenciennes, 39, 239

Velentsn, 218

Velkenburg, 2386

Yelmendois, 213

Valognes, 19, 78, 86, 90, 95

Tandenberg, Maje. Gen., Hoyt S.,
102, 161

Veho, 287

tensbles, 173

Vendonpe, 198

Vongeons, 168

Venlo, 266, 284

Venraij, 284

Verdun, 159, 195, 197, 233,
289

Vernend, 290

Vernon, 40, 42-43, 85, 172,
18502

Versailles, 182, 233

Yerviers, 289
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Vebtweiss, 319
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: LELORANGIY FOR THT COLCIANDING GENFRAL, ARLY ATL PORCES:
. (Attontion A:F Historicel 0ffice)

. Subjest: Critigque of Army Alr Forces Historical
. Studies: No. 36, Linth Alr Force, April
: to November 1944
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: HEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY ATR FORCES:
. {Attention AAF [istoriosl Office)
, Subject: Critique of Army Alr Forces Hiatorical
‘ . Studisss No. 36, Nirnth Alr Force, April
to Hovember 1944

. N%a

rAs dEhuBFACRIDED VO

FES Y ET SN N R NE L EN S EEILE L L I B

PENCUNERIT L AR N A ESF L NERARB R b a
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: MEMORANDUY FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES:

. {ittention AW Iisteriesl Office)

%, Subject: Critiqus of Army Air Forces Historloal
‘ . Studims: Wo. 36, Hipth 2ir Foroe, April

: ta Nevember 1944

~

SRR rATS MEE UG FEECWRE T FRR ST

SfrgrparARRrTER

T ——r
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SEHORANDUM FPOR THE COVXNDING CEHERAL, ARKY AIR FCRCES:
{*ttention A'F Historlosl Office)

Studies: No. 38, Hinth Alr Forse. ipril

. : Subject: Critique of Army Air Forces Hiatoricul
to November 1944
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