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D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E A I R F O RC E

H EA DQUART E R6 K E E3 L E R T ECH N I CA L T RAI N I NG CEN T ER (AT C) -
K E Ei E R A I R FORC E Y ASE , M li i l i i l PPl 3i 3

D ISORY 30 MARCH1978

ABOUT 20 RELATIVES OF LT SAMUEL R KEESLER, JR , THE

MISSISSIPPI OFFICER FOR WHOM THIS BASE IS NAMED, WILL ATTEND

DEDICATION CEREMONIES OF THE "SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER" HERE

SATURDAY, APRIL 8, AT 2 P,M

KEESLER'S BROTHER AND TWO OF NIS SISTERS PLUS OTHER

RELATIVES WILL TRAVEL FROM NORTH CAROLINA, LOUISIANA, AND

NORTHERN ISSISSIPPI FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE STUDY AND

LEARNING CENTER,
LT, KEESLER WAS AN AERIAL OB

SERVER WHO LOST HIS LIFE IN

FRANCE IN 1918 HE WAS THE SON OF MAJOR GENERAL SAMUEL R

KEESLER, WHO WAS COM ANDER OF THE MISS SS
IPPI NATIONAL GUARD

FOR EIGHT YEARS PRIOR TO WORLD WAR IAND LATER SERVED AS

MAYOR OF GREENWOOD

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO INTERVIEW ANY OF THE KEESLER RELATIVES

ANYTIE S TURDAY ORATTEND THE DEDICATION CEREMONIES AT 2 P M1.
PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE AT 377-3604 OR 377-3921 SO THAT WE

CAN MAKE APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS THANK YOU

DORAN L HOPKINS, AJOR, USAF
VCHIEF, INFORMATION DIVISION

AIR ORCE - A GREAT WAY OF LIFE
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D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E A I R F O R C E

H EA DOUA RT E RS K E ESL E R T ECH N ICA L T RA I N I N CEN T E R (AT C)

K E ES E R A I R FORCE A 8 E, MI SSI S8 1P P1 1

30 MARCH 1978

' 20 RELATIVES OF LT, SAMUEL R KEESLER, JR THE

MISSISSIPPI OFFICER FOR WHOM THIS BASE IS NAMED, ATTEND

DEDICATION CEREMONIES OF THE "SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER" HERE

._ SATURDAY, APRIL 8, AT 2 P,M
KEESLER'S BROTHER AND TWO OF HIS SISTERS PLUS OTHER

RELATIVES WILL TRAVEL FROM NORTH CAROLINA, LOUISIANA, AND

NORTHERN MISSISSIPPI FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE STUDY AND

LEARNING CENTER.
LT, KEESLER WAS AN AERIAL OBS

ERVER WHO LOST HIS LIFE IN

FRANCE IN 1918, HE WAS THE SON OF AJOR GENERAL SAMUEL R

KEESLER, WHO WAS COM ANDER O
F THE MISSISSIPPI NATIONAL GUARD

FOR EIGHT YEARS PRIOR TO WORLD WAR IAND LATER SERVED AS

AYOR OF GREENWOOD,
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO INTERVIEW ANY OF THE KEESLER RELATIVES

ANYTIME SATURDAY OR ATTEND THE DEDICATION CEREMONIES AT 2 P M

PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE AT 377-3604 OR 377-3921 SO THAT WE

CAN KE APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS. THANK YOU.

DORAN L HOPKINS, MAJOR, USAF
CHIEF, INFORMATION DIVISION

AIR F RCE- A GREAT WAY OF I IFE
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OFFICE OF INFORMAT ION, KTTC/OIC, KEES ER AFB, IS 39534, AC 601-377-2254

NEWS R LE SE NUMBER 78-3-64

1 ,.
KEESLER A TICIPATES SPECIAL DEDICATION

KEESLER A B,
M iss. -- There w ill be a special dedication ceremony

ere for the "Spirit of KeeslPr Center" at 2 p.m ., Saturday , April 8.

ajor Genera l John S . Pustay , commander of the Keesler Technical

Training Center , w ill officiate .

The new facility honors the bases ' namesake -- Second Lieutenant

Samuel R eves Keesl r Jr ., a World W ar I aerial observer who w as ehot

dow n over France . Keesler w as a native M ississippian ; and his brother ,

William Keesler of Cleveland , M iss., along w ith other relatives w ill

attend the dedication .

Located in the student Triangle Area , the "Spirit of Keesler Cen er "

is a bright , cheerful study and learning center for students trainiag

here . Photograph depicting the base in the 1940 's and 1950 's line

the walls and special historic displays and photo cubes depict Keeslers'

mission change throughout the years.

(more)
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FIRST DD REL - K ESIER NTICIPATES SPECIAL DEDICATION

In addition to the eathetic surroundinga, there is videotaped

infor tion av ilable to student on careers, assignments and bases.

In a othe section, maps, ro d atlasses, and infor ational brochurea

are available.

Keealera' drum nd bugle c rp will perform at the dedication ce

ceremony and a reception will follo .

-30-
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SPIRIT OF K ESLBR CENTER DEDICATION
.

KEESLER AFB, Miss. -- , n, and M s. John S. Pustay, gree ;

Keesler family relatives at the recen Spirit of Keesler Center dedica-

tion. The c remony officially op
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ned the center honoring t. Sa uel

.
R . Keesler, base namesake w ho w as hot d n over France during World .
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.
ffice of Infor n tion, KEES ERAFB, MISS. A r Training Comm nd
News Rel ase 78-4-78

..

. •

SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER DEDICATED
. KEESLER AF6, Miss. -- Family members of the World War I fly ng officer for

whom this base in named admire a portrait of Lieutenant Samuel R. Keesler

which was unveiled .at the ded cation eremonies for a new student earning

center here. Ma or General John S. Pu
tay, commander of the•Keesler Technical

. •
Training Center who presided at the ded cation ceremonies, stands at the
left with Mr. John Pitts, Keesler's brother-in-law, and Mrs. E la Pratt. Mrs.> •
Pratt was only th e years old when her brother Sam left for the war in Europe.

' Mrs. Mary Gilmour righ , Sam's sister, and Sam's brother, William and his

wife, Elizabeth, look on. Eighteen Keesler relat ves from throughout the
.

country attended the ceremonies. U.S. Air Force Photo
.
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OFFICE OF INFORMAT ION,
KTTC/OIC, KEESLER AFB, MS 39534, AC 601-377-2254

NEWS RELEASE NU BER 78-3-43 _

'
-

1 A 197

"SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER"

KEESLER AFB , Miss. -- Relatives of the man for whom thia base

is named have been fnvited to attend special dedication cere onies

April 8 of the "Spirit of Keesler Center .
"

The base name and the new facility honor the me o y of Samuel

Reeves Keesler Jr., an aerial observ er from Greenwood , ss. Keesler ,

a second lieutenant , was ahot d wn over France in October 1918. He

died a day later in a Ge an field hospital where he was a prisoner

o f wa r .

His brother , William Keesler of Cleveland , Miss ., will attend the

dedication along with other relatives of the World War I officer .

Ma or General ohn S. Pustay , commander of the Keesler Technical

Training Center , will head the ceremonies beginning at 2 p .m .,
Saturday ,

Ap r i l 8 .

"T e 'Spirit of Keesler Center' has been designed as a study and

learning center for the many students who receive their technical
.

(mor e )
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F1RS D . "SPT IT F SL R CEHTBR"

t̀ ra i g a ,
" s s i d G er al P s t ay ' e s t u y ar ea i l l cont ai n

me o bili nd will portray t e pirit of e celle ce that has ays

cisted at sl t e s spirit t t dam ated 3 eesler's

I f e , "
.

p ot og rgp o f act i v i i s a t t he bas e dur i g t he 19 0 d

1950s i :1 b displaped in.
the ew c nter. n additi n to the stnd

area, there.
ll be videotape facilit .e w e e atudents . n les n

a out their c reer.
fiel s, assi nts, a d ew bases.

A oth s ct oa of the eenter wi11 cont n ap , oad .at
las s,

. a d infor ioa l broch res about eac state attractians. Studeats

. .
; ay p1a •weekend trips or vacatio s with thie recr ati n l in o ti . ,

The ase's dr a d bugle c p wi l lso perfo m at tha d ica-
.1 f o i t t he n w c ent e r .tioa c r mo ies. ® ecept o i 1 llow

.

-30-

:
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KEESLER FAM ILY ATTENDING DEDICATION

Relationship to
Lt Keesler

M r. and Mrs . Willia Keesler Brother
507 Sixth Avenue

_Cle eland , MS 38732

Mr. John Pitts, Jr. Br ther-Ln-Law
2300 Horseshoe Drive
Alexandria, LA 71301

Mrs. Monroe Gilmour (Mary) Sister
934 Granville Rd. _Charlotte, NC 28207

Mrs. Lanier Pratt (Ella) Sister
1109 Woodburn Road '

- Dunrha , NC 27705

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C . Morrison (Charlot) Niece
and daughter Isabel

36 Brown 's Bend Road
Alexandria,.L .

71301 •

Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Miller (Isabel) Niece
and son Tony '
5 12 Hiawatha Court
Alex ndria, LA 71301

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wolf (Clara) Niece
5825 Navaho Trail
Alexandria, LA 71301 •

The Rev . and Mrs. Hal Hyde (Elizabeth) Niece
126 Longleaf Road

- Southern Pines, C 28367

.
Mr. and Mrs. E. Hunter Steele (Charlotte) Niece
and sons Jimmy and Hunter
1440 Grand Blvd. ' .Greenwood , MS 38930

Major aw ton K. Owens (ROA Escort Officer)
and Wife •

.
USA , Ret.
507 Canel A enue
Cleveland, MS 38732 . t

.
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Officeof Information, Keesler AFB, Ms. l ir TrainingCommand - Ph. {601) 377-3901

. •

r

c T - . -

! r - -
• KEESLER AFB, Miss. -- "Today is a great day for Keesler and for the

Keeslers."

These words,.spoken at a recent dedication ceremony by Mrs. Ella.
Pratt, expressed the feelings of the 18 relatives of Mississippian

=Samuel Reeves Keesler Jr., who gathered here to observe the meaningful

dedication ceremony of the "Spirit of Keesler Center" -- a new learning

center f or- Keesler AFB st udent s. 1 1 s1. -"We are impressed," said Mrs. Pratt, one of the sisters of t e- a -
.for whom this base is named, "not only with the growth and size of this

- installation,
but in the quality of training and the creative learning

rovided for our nation's youth in this wonderful place.
"We, collectively and individually, extend bur thanks to you for

this latest memorial to our brother. We feel tru1y blessed to have our

names assoc,iated with this fine base and the remarkable men and women

under your leadership," said Mrs. Pratt. ".adies and gentlemen, we, the. ,
. . .Keesl 'ers, sal ute you. " ;

. ' (more '
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First add -- Keesler Cen Dedication

The Keesler relatives present represented

the present-day clan of 62, b -t y were visibly proud and happy to

. , be included in this dedication ceremony. .
rMrs. Pratt, of Durham, N.C., was joined at the ceremonies by her

.' brother, 83-year-old William Keesler of Cleveland, Miss., and h r sister,
Mrs. Mary Nash Gilmour of Charlotte, N.C. Keesler relatives were also

present from Maryland and Louisiana.
The dedication eunited the Keesler family, many of whom had not

seen each other in years.
This "family reunion" was a joyous, emotional occasion for those

Keeslers who attended. The dedication ceremonies, the hospitality of base

people, and the .
family reunion were a l "unexpected pleasures and ade us

very happy and proud," aid one of the Keeslers.
` The idea behind creating the Spirit of Keesler Center came from

. .
Maj. Gen. John S. Pustay, commander of the Keesler Technical Tr.a

ining
>

Center here. The facility, which at one time was a dining hall, was

' renovated with the assistance of the 3380th Civil Engineering Squadron,
Training Services Division and the Student Affairs Division.

The general, in delving into the history of the base, was impressed
.
with young Sam Keesler's courage and fortitu e during battle in World War I.. .,.
The general read an extract of a letter written by a lieutenant who knew

.Keesler in France:

"I never saw a fellow who was more anxious to do his work well," said

Lt. Stuart Gilchris in a letter wr tten shortly afte Keesler's death
' . • ,

(more)

! s : s . . . . .. . . - . - . - . . r. . . _ . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ _ . _
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. .•- cond add -- Keesler Cen Dedication
.

11in 1918. He wanted results, and he wasn't content with excuses..... `
.

Perhaps Sam might have come back from the last mission if he had not À?

wanted to do his best.
"

;.
General Pustay, in his dedication speech, said that Sam Keesler's ,

"spirit and competitive nature truly reflect the values e want this ,
M

learning center to represent. His notion of excellence, profess nalism,.
dedication, and his commitment to serve -- these are the qualities we

V

are trying to imbue in the young men nd women who trai
n here."

In the last several years, about 30,000 students have been trained

annually at this base, which'is well known throughout the Air Force for
,

its electronics training. The center also provides raining in personnel, '

.
administration, and other specialties.

The new Spirit of.
KeesTer learning•center is not only a video cassette

library with thousands o tap s, but is also an area containing photographs

and other artifacts depicting the rich tradition and history of Keesler AFB. ,•..
"It is a combination facility; it is a library, a historical,ex

hibit

area, and in a sense a student union," the general said. It is believed

to be the only facility of its kind in the Air Force.

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony, which opened the historical exhibit

area, Sam Kees]er's family he1ped to unveil a portrait of the young aerial

observer in all his flight gear with his aircraft in the background. Also,
' - ,

the general presented the Keesler family an American flag which flew over

, i

Keesler the morning of the dedication.

' According to General Pustay, the new Spirit of Keesler Center will

hel p t o achi eve t e "whol e concept i n 'wh ch we at t empt to devel op student s .
. . ;

(more)

. s

•,: , , - -- - •- - - - ., .. " . .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Third add -- eesler Cen Dedication `
;

, ,rin the academic, mi
litary, moral, and physical areas. "While the

students a e furthering themselves in this academic center they will :
. . .be surrounded literally by the richness of this fine installation,"rhe sai d. ;
'

,••"We produce exceptional ai men," said the general, "and we ill train

and produce fine citizens for this country, and we will do it because the '
:, •>.spirit of Keesler -- excellence, pride, involvement,

i
nnovation -- moves .

,everyt hi ng t hat we.do. "

. ;:.
: :
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pl a c es a nd po itio ns he ha s he ld
.

It i s u ff ic ient to sa y ,ho w ev e r, t ha t for more tha n tw e nty y e a rs , he ha s be en
o ne of o ur m ost a ct iv e a nd a ble e d uc a to rs ,

in Institute
a nd N o rm a l w ork

, a nd oth e r e d uc at io na l : ork ; a nd it is
a m atte r of pe rson a l pride t o h is m a ny f ri ends , t o k n o •
that :vherever he has been, and w hatever he has done,

'
has always been done with e iciency and modesty, and
with an eye sing le to the upbuilding and promotion of the
best interests of the children of this State.

It can be said of him that he has g i en to the cause of
education of this State, and to the service of his people,the best years of his life ; that during that time he has
maintained a record for hones ty , integrity, fair dealing
and eff iciency , that cannot properly be described within

•t
he limits of this hort sketch .

He came here when Greenwood was comparat ively
a villag e, and when its Public School had no system, and
in that condition, he took charg e and has broug ht forth
one of the most successf ul and popular institutions in this
State.

He is surrounded by an able corps of Instructors, who
have rendered him aluable assi tance , and with w hom he
has worked without any friction ; and the loya lty of these
assistants to him, is one of the best evidences of his suc-
ce s as an educator and his worth as a man.

D u •ing the t im e h e h a s be e n co nne cte d w it h t he c a us e
o f e d uc a t io n , not on ly in Gre e nw o o d

,
but e lse w he re , ne v-

e r h a s the re be e n o ne w ord o f ca nd a l
, re proa c h o r c r it i-

c ism o f a ny kind tha t c o ul d po ss i b ly ta int o r ta rn ish h is
g o o d na me , a s a n e d uc a tor a n d a s a Christ ia n e nt l em an .H e is a ma n in e v e ry s ense of th e w o rd

, a nd his st a nding
i n t h is c om m unity , w he re he ha s p e nt t h e b e st y ea rs of
h is li f e , a n d w he re h e is w e ll kno w n ,

is the s urest inde c
to the c ha ra cte r, in te ll ig e n ce a nd s ta n di ng of t he m a n .F e w m e n in a ny posit io n of l if e h a v e sus ta i ne d the m se lv e s
a s w e ll a s he ha s und er so m a ny stra in , a s t he princi pa l
o f th e p ubli c sc h o ol of t h is p l a c e .

He h a s ha d his m i -f ortune s , a nd his s uc ce sses ; h e h a s ha d his criti c , a nd he
h a h is a d m ir e r s ,

b u t , t h e mo d sty of th e m a n a nd his
I i ••eproachable character have made for him one of the

most enviable records that could be enjoyed by an • man
in any department of public life. hen the time shall
come for him to lay dow n his work, it can be well said of
him, "Well done thou good and faithf ul servant, enter
thou into t he joy of t hy Lord ."

P u .
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. .
M rs.

M o roe T .
G ilmour

93q Gra nv ille R ad
Cha r lot t e ,

NC 28207

,

"

I
.

:

S r m rrel R ee •es ees le r. . r . . cu rr s C or cl i u G illes ie

2n d L ieu t . 24 t h Aer ia l Squa d- l s t Lieu t . Co . Com rna nde c, Ma-
ron I'irst A r m y U hs er va t ion ch ine Gm Cc .,

0 t h Div .
G r ou h. G r•a d ua t ed

,
Gr en wood H i h

Gr a dua ted
,

Gr een oo H ig h School, 190b.School 19 13 .
Dav idson Colleg e , 19 17 , A. B .

ti n ive r s it y of Miss . 19 10 .
Carnp G or don ,

I 1a y 19 17.
BS

.
L LB.

S hot cluwn b • enem y plan e E n list ed ,
I emphis ,

T en n . ,
J une

w hile on r•econnoissance Oct . 1c 1 . K illed in A ct ion nea r
9t h , 19 18 , Ver du n Sec t or . 'a llenc iennes O ct . 18 , 19 18 .

.4 ge 22 ' a r s .
A e 29 Y ear s.

TO T HE FORMER STUD ENT S OF T HE G RE ENW OOD H 1GH
SCHOOL HO MA DE TH E SUPRE ME SA CR IF ICE IN

T HE W ORLD WA R, T H 1S MEMOR IA L IS
IN SCR IBE D IN A F F E CT IO NA T E

MEMO RY .

CH A R LE S R OB E RT F KA NK LIN , H osp it a l U nit , At lan t a , Ga .
D ied,

O ct.
4th,

191fi
.

T R AI K G IA RD I)\ A , Or d e r ly , 119 t h I n f
., 30t h Div .

K il]ed in Ac t ion ,
Oct . 24th, 1918.

J OH N RI CH A R ll H U ll G ES, ir st Cla ss P ha r ,
Ma t e , U .

S . N .
D ied,

H avr na ,
Cu ba ,

Oct . 2 1st , 19 18 .HERBERT SCOTT, S. .4. T. C. Die;i, Clinton, Miss. Oct. 20th, 19 18.

-
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H / DOUA T ER
T E C M N I C A S C H O O L A N D B A 8 1C T R A I N I N G C E N T E R N O . Z

A R M Y A I R F O R C E S T E C H N I C A T R I N I N G C O M M A N D
KEE L ER IELO. Mls l i i l l

P R 0 A M

C H RISTEN ING A ND D ED I TIO N O FKEESLER FIELD'S B- (LIBERATO R ) BO M BER

Purch sed with c sh invested by militory an civili n p connel o KeaslerFeld during the Fourth /ar Lo n D ive - I J nuery - 29 Februery 194 .

aturda , 4 March Iq

1330 - 1335 "C er There" - "T ' er" - Keesler Field Army nd
.

1335 • 1337 Invocat ion - Chapl ero e I r, r, Ch
. C.

_`1337 + 1340 Int o ' - ' ished Guests - . L ckey,': , r

(34 r ,
Commanding

Denver,
Colo.

er Field's Division Irmen in Fourth
•

1344 - 'b nds to Pvt .
Ea V

.
Sauls and Mr.hn D. Wiles who submitte winning name - Colone) RobertE. M. Goolri ck.

134 - 135 1 Dedication o Bomber to Free Nations o the World -Colonel Goolrick
.

135 1- 1354 Int roduct ion o Mrs.
Semuel Reeves Keesler, mother o Lt .Samuel Reeves Keesler, J r. - Horry D

.
Kurtz, Major, Air Corps.

135 - 1355 Chris ening o Bomber by Mrs.
Keesler.

1355 - I 05 Presentat ion o omber to Personnel
.

1405 - 14 10 ' " rmy Air Corps Song." - Band and Voices.
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Photograph Index

1. B-24 Aircraft - "Lady Keesler"

2.
General S.R. Keesler - In Uniform

3. General S.R. Keesler - With Horse an d Buggy,
Greenwood, MS

4. Keesler Family - At Keesler Field Dedication Ceremony, 194 1

5. Mrs. Keesler - At Sam Kcesler's Gravesite in France, 1933

6
.

Mrs.
Keesler and Daughters - 1940's

. Sam Keesler - In Athletic Pose (No. 1)

8. Sam Keesler - In Athletic Pose (No. 2)

9. Sam Keesler - In Athletic Pose ( o . 3}

10. Sam Ke sler - In Football Uniform, Davidson College

11. Sam Keesler - In Uniform, In Field

12. Sam Keesler - In Uniform, Studio Portrait

13. Sa Keesler - In Uniforrn , Studio Portrait (No. 1)

14 . Sam Keesler - In Uniform, Studio Portrait No. 2)

15. Sam Keesler - In Uniform, Studio Portrait (No. 3)

16
.

Sam Keesler - Studio Port rait, 19 16

17. Sam Keesler - Tempor ry Grave Marker, Red Cross Photograph

18. Sam Keesler and 'illiam Keesler - In Childhood

19. Sam Keesler and 'illiam Keesler - In Uniform Studio Port rait

20. Sam Keesler and 'illiam Keesler - With Davidson College Football Team, 19 17

2 1. Sam Keesler and William Keesler- Montreat, NC

22. Sam Keesler and 'illiam Keesler- Montreat, NC

23. Sam Keesler and 'illiam Keesler- Montreat, NC

24. Sam Keesler and William Keesler- ith Beta Theta Pi Brothers and OTS, Chickamauga,
GA, 19 17

25. Sam Keesler and William Keesler- 'ith Beta Theta Pi Brothers, Davidson College

26. Sam Keesler with Durand -In Flying Clothes, 1'r ce, 1918

27.
Sam K e ler,

William Keesler, a d Childhood Friends - At Lake Susan, Montreat

28. Sam Keesler, William Keesler, and Childhood Friends - On Mt. Mitchell, l lontreat (No. 1)

29. Sam Keesler, William Keesler, and Childhood Friends - On Mt. Mitchell, Mont at (No. 2)
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30. Sam Keesler, William Keesler, an d Childhood Friends - On Mt. Mitchell, Montreat (No. 3)

3 1. Sam Keesler, William Keesler, and Childhood Friends - With Toy Guns, Montreat, NC

32.
illiam Keesler - In Uniform, Studio Portrait

33. Sam Keesler and William Keesler - With Ninth Grade Class

34 . Sam Keesler and Family - With Automobile at Family House, Montreat, NC

35. Sam Keesler - Beach Scene, 19 18

36. Sam Keesler - In Aircraft
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