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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS KEESLER TECHNICAL TRAINING CENTER (ATC)
KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, MISSISSIPPI 20534

NEWS MEDIA ADVISORY 30 MARCH 1978

ABOUT 20 RELATIVES OF LT. SAMUEL R. KEESLER, JR., THE
MISSISSIPPI OFFICER FOR WHOM THIS BASE IS NAMED, WILL ATTEND
DEDICATION CEREMONIES OF THE “SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER” HERE
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, AT 2 P.M.

KEESLER'S BROTHER AND TWO OF HIS SISTERS PLUS OTHER
RELATIVES WILL TRAVEL FROM NORTH CAROLINA, LOUISIANA, AND
NORTHERN MISSISSIPPI FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE STUDY AND
LEARNING CENTER.

LT, KEESLER WAS AN AERIAL OBSERVER WHO LOST HIS LIFE IN
FRANCE IN 1918. HE WAS THE SON OF MAJOR GENERAL SAMUEL R.
KEESLER, WHO WAS COMMANDER OF THE MISSISSIPPI NATIONAL GUARD
FOR EIGHT YEARS PRIOR TO WORLD WAR I AND LATER SERVED AS
MAYOR OF GREENWOOD,

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO INTERVIEW ANY OF THE KEESLER RELATIVES
ANYTIME SATURDAY OR ATTEND THE DEDICATION CEREMONIES AT 2 P.M.,
PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE AT 377-3604 OR 377-3921 SO THAT WE
CAN MAKE APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS. THANK YOU.

i :
DORAN L. HOPKINS, MAJOR, USAF
CHIEF, INFORMATION DIVISION

AIR FORCE—A GREAT WAY OF LIFE
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“S". NEWS RELEASE

¥
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

OFFICE oF INFORMATION, KTTC/OIC, KeesLer AFB, MS 39534, AC 601-377-2254

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER 78-3-64 ﬁ/

gt T
KEESLER ANTICIPATES SPECIAL DEDICATION

KEESLER AFB, Miss. -- There will be a special dedication ceremony
here for the "Spirit of Keesler Center" at 2 p.m., Saturday, April 8.
Major Gemeral John S. Pustay, commander of the Keesler Technical
Training Center, will officiate.

. The new facility honors the bases' namesake -- Second Lieutenant
Samuel Reeves Keesler Jr., a World War I aerial observer who was shot
down over France. Keesler was a native Mississippian; and his brother,
William Keesler of Cleveland, Miss., along with other relatives,will
attend the dedication.

Located in the student Triangle Area, the "Spirit of Keesler Center'
is a bright, cheerful study and learning center for students training
here. Photographs depicting the base in the 1940's and 1950's line
the walls and special historic displays and photo cubes depict Keeslers'

mission change throughout the years.

(more)
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Office of Information KEESLF.R AFB MISS (Alr Training (:ommand)

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER 78-4-78
' 3

SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER DEDICATION

KEESLER AFB, Miss. -- Maj. Gen. and Mrs. John S. Pustay, greet

Keesler family relatives at the racent Spirit of Knaalar Centar dedica=

<.

~ tion. The caramony officially opqned the cencer honoring Lt. Samuel : }f
R. Keesler, basa ndhesaka who' was sho: dawn ovat Franue during World s P
War I. The new’ learning and study area featuraa historical photo-

graphs depicting Keesler's changing mission from the 1940's to the

present, : e ! | i s §

© =30~
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VS RELEASE

OFFICE OF [NFORMAT‘ION, KTTC/0IC, KeesLer AFB, MS 39534, AC 601-377-2254

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER 78-3-43

L81MAR 1978

"SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER"

KEESLER AFB, Miss. -- Relatives of the man for whom this base
is named have been invited to attend special dedication ceremonies
April 8 of the "Spirit of Keesler Center."

The base name and the new facility honor the memory of Samuel
Reeves Keesler Jr., an aerial observer from Greenwood, Miss. Keesler,
a second lieutenant , was shot down over France in October 1918, He
died a day later in a German field hospital where he was a prisoner
of war.

His brother, William Keesler of Cleveland, Miss., will attend the
dedication along with other relatives of the World War I officer.

Major General John S. Pustay, commander of the Keesler Technical
Training Center, will head the ceremonies beginning at 2 p.m., Saturday,
April 8.

"The "Spirit of Keesler Center' has been designed as a study and

learning center for the many students who receive their techmical

(more)
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KEESLER AFB, Miss. -~ "Today 1s a great day for Keesler and for the

Keeslers."

These words, .spoken at a recent dedication ceremony by Mrs. Ella
Pratt, expressed the fee1ings of the 18 relatives of Mississippian
Samuel Reeves Keesler Jr., who gathered here to observe the meaningful
dedication ceremony of the "Spirit of Keesler Center" -- a new learning
center for Keesler AFB students.

It samud Keesla
"We are impressed,” said Mrs. Pratt, one of the sisters of the-man-

- for whom this base is named, "not only with the growth and size of this

installation, but in the quality of training and the creative Tearning
provided for our nation's youth in this wonderful place.

"We, collectively and individually, extend 5ur thanks to you for

this latest memorial to our brother. We feel truly blessed to have our

names associated with this fine base and the remarkable men and women

under your leadership," said Mrs. Pratt;'r"Ladias and gentlemen, we, the

KeesTers, salute you!" ~ : _ .t

(more)
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Second add -- Keesler Cen Dedication

in 1918. "He wanted results, and he wasn't content with excuses

Perhaps Sam might have come back from the last mission if he had not
wanted to do his best."

General Pustay, in his dedication speech, said that Sam Keesler's
“spirit aﬁa competitive nature truly reflect the values we want this
learning center to represent. His notion of excellence, professi&na]ism.
dedication, and his commitment to serve -- these are the qualities we
are trying to imbue in the young men and women who traiﬁ here:“

In the last several years, ;bout 30,000 students have been trained
annually at this base, which'is well known throughout tﬁe Air Force for
its electronics training. The center also provides training in personnel ,
administration, and other specialties.

The new Spirif of Keesler learningecenter is not only a video cassette
library with thousands of tapes, but is also an area containing photographs
and other artifacts depicting the rich tradition and history of Keesler AFB.

"It is ; combination facility; it is a library, a historical exhibit
area, and 1; a sense a student union," the general said, It is believed

to be the only facility of its kind in the Air Force.

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony, which opened the historical exhibit

‘area, Sam Keesler's family helped to unveil a portrait of the young aerial

observer in all his flight gear with his aircraft in the background. Also,
ity v

the general presented the Keesler family an American flag which flew over

Keesler the morning of thé dedication.

Accordiné to General Pustay, the few Spirit of Keesler Center will

help to achieve the ‘whole concépt in ‘which we attempt to develop students.
; ‘ | ) \

(more)
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Question: “What do you think alibut the current plan
to reorganize the Ci no?a!a-iltﬁlg
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>_3o2 60 years have passed since mes:& 5 5 e "
‘ Keesler Jr. was shot down over France
Learning center mmn_.nmnmm to young lieutenant
E By LLOYD GRAY * } = his fortitude while dying, ‘'are a super achievement in
STAFF WRITER terms of contemporary times," Pustay said.
A portrait of Keesler in full flight regalla, with his
HAS BEEN ALMOST 80 YEARS SINCE LT. ‘Camel” as a

Samuel R. Keesler Jr.'s Sopwith Camel went spin-
ning to the earth in France, nl‘gi
by the bullets of German fighters,

Keesler, a 21-year-old Greenwood, Miss. boy, lved :ﬁf&ggﬂuﬂﬂ Keesler family toured
about 24 hours after his plane hit the ground, dying in it, was presented to Sam Keesler's brother William.
a German hospital only weeks before the end of the First day marked only the third time that a large

base,

Woarld War, His name, however, has lived to this day,
and one migre round of homage was paid fo it Saturday
at the Air Force base that has been his living memorial. B

Some 18 relatives of the young Heutenant from as far [+
away as Maryland gathered in Biloxi for dedication of -
the new "Spirit of Keesler Center,” an old meas hall
%E-Eé%:g
center,"” a combination library, museum and student
union.

Dozens of old photographs depicting the 37-year
history of the base cover the walls of the building, which
contains over 1,000 casetie tapes and other research
materials to assist airmen in their studies. It will be &
place, Maj. Gen. John Pustay sald, where students can ;
come "'to be literally surrounded by the rich history of
this institution.”

Members of the Keesler family—including his brother, :
William Keesler of Cleveland, Miss., and two sisters,
Mrs. Ella Pratt of Durham, N.C., and Mrs. Mary Nash Ll
Gilmour of Charlotte, N.C.—were welcomed to the i
afternoon ceremony by a 13member drill team Honor ;

N Mrs. Pratt, now director of the Office of Cultural

of him “‘because he was so good with children, so kind
to them."
What has impressed her mare, though, is “‘the love

Nl \villiam Keesler
and portrait of have for him still. Years later they have vivid memories

| Guard and music from the Keesler Drum and Bugle i the late Samuel of S8am. It's obvious that he was a special person.”
| Corpa. B 4 K | The new learning center is also something special,
“It's a great day for Keealer and the Keesiers," Mrs. - eesler Jr. according to Keesler officials, It will be the only such

| Pratt said moments later, following Pustay's reflections
| on her brother’s life and expioits. = . Eyewitnesses to Keesler's final moments in the air It will help achieve Keesler's “whole person concept
| “(Samuel Keesler's) notion of excellence, pro-  sayheeliminated theleadaircraftinthe groupof fighters  which we pursue in the academic, military, moral and
fessionalism, dedication and a commitment to serve—  who attacked him and his companion pilot, a Lt. Harold E_Eg Pustay said.

these are the things we are attempting toimbueinevery ~ W. Riley, and that even as their plane went reeling to “We will produce exceptional airmen,” the general
student who comes to Keesler Technical Training  the earth, completely out of control, he continued to fire  added, “and we will produce exceptional citizens for this
gﬁ..%?ﬁ%v&«ﬁﬁ?% away at the enemy. His courage in the air and in the Eiﬁggmgﬁggﬁg
designation '‘Spirit of Keesler Center.” following hours, when he impressed the Germans with  moves everything that we do...”

facility in the entire Air Training Command.

and the esteem that not only hiafamily, but all his friends, |
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Maj. Gen. Jahn 5.
Puitay, Mr. John
Pitts (Lisutenant

Keester's brother-in-
low), Mrs, Elle
Prott, Mr.ond Mis
Williom Keesler
and Mrs. Mary
Gilmour view o
parfrait of Lieuten-
ant,Keesles. The
porirail, pointed ru..
Marly Braul, wos
vavailed during the
dedication. The
center includes sov-
wral poinfings de-
picing hirtorical
scenes poinfed by
Brazil and Doug
Blom.

Friday, Aprll 14, 1878

Maj. Gen. John
| Pustoy presents
encasad Americ
flag, which flew
| the base the mc
§ of the Spirit of
Cantar dedicat

It is m,owmq* day for Keesler and Keeslers’

said the general, *'and we will tr
and produce fine citizens for thi
country, and we will do it becaw
spirit of Keesler — excellence, f
involvement, innovation — mov
everything that we do.™

By Uhel dustioe
b
Capt. Michael Perind

*Today is a great day for Keesler
and for the Keeslers."

These words, spoken at a recent
dedication ceremony by Mrs. Ella
Prati, expressed the feelings of the 18
relatives of Mississipplan Samuel
Reeves Keesler Jr,, who gathered here
to observe the meaningful dedication
ceremony of the *' Spirit of Keesler
Center'" — a new learning center for
Keesler students,

“*We are impressed,’” sald Mrs.
Pratt, one of thegisters of 2nd Lt.
Samual R, Kee'Wer for whom this base
is named, “not only with the growth
and size of this installation, but in the
quality of training and the creative
learning provided for our nation's
youth In this wonderful place.

“We, collectively and individually.
extend our thanka to you for this latest
memorial to our brother. We feel truly
blessed to have ourames associated
with this fine base anu ¢ remarkable
men and women under your
leadership,’” said Mrs. Pratt. '‘Ladies
and gentiemen, we, the Keeslers,
anlute von "

eachother in years.

This *‘family reunion’’ was a joyous,
emotional occasion for those Kéeslers
who attended. The dedication
ceremonies, the hospitality of base
peopie, and the family reunion were
all * (vexpected pleasures and made
us very happy and proud,”’ said one of
the Keeslers,

Members of the Keesler family were
welcomed and entertained at the
dedization by a 13-member drill team
hener guard, music from the Drum
and Bugle Corps, and songs by the
Keesler Male Chorus.

The idea behind creating the Spirit
of Kesesler Center came from Maj.
Gen John 8. Pustay, commander of
the Keesler Technical Training Center
here. The facility, which at one time
wasa dining hall, was renovated with
the assistanee of the 3380th Civil
Engineering Squadraon, Training
Services Division and the Student
Affairs Divislon

The general, in delving intothe
history of the base, was impressed
with young Sam Keesler's courage and
fortitude during battle in World War
1. The general read an extrect of a
Sk s madsain

B

learning center to represent. His
notion of excellence, professicnaliam,
dedication, and his commitment to
serve — these are the gualities we are
trying to inbue in the young men and
women who train here."'

In the last several years, about 30,000
studentis have been trained annually at
this base, which is well known
throughout the Alr Force forits
electronics training. The center also
provides training in personnel,
administration, and other specialties.

The new Spirit of Keesler learning
center ig not only a video cassette
library with thousands of tapes. but is
also an area contalning photographs
and other artifacts deplcting the rich
tradition and history of Keesler.

“Itis a combination facility; itisa
library, a histerical exhibit area, and
in a sense a student union,"" the
general said. It is believed to be the
pnly facility of its kind in the Air
Force.

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony,
which apened the historical exhibit
area, Sam Keesler's family helped to
unveil a portrait of the young aerial
nbserver in all his flight gear with his

alroraft in the hoaboraamd  Ales tha

‘four Fobkers came f
French side of the line
tacked us . . . Lieutenon
tired ol the way down ¢
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2nd 1. Samuel R. Keosler

"We are impressed not
anly with the growth and
sire of this installation,
bat in the quality of
Iraining vad creative
leorning provided for
our nation’s youth in this

wonderful place ... We

with this fine baze,”
(Mrs. Elie Pro#, o sirter
of Lisutenant Samuel R.
Keaslsr)

law). Mss. Ello |
Prott, Mr. and Mrs. |
Wilkom |
and Mr., Mory
Gilmour view o
\portrait of Lisuten.
ant Keesler, The |
portrail, pointed by
Marfy Browil, was
unveiled during the
dedication. The
cenfer includes sev-
eral painfings de-
scenes painted by
Beosil ancl Dosg |18
Blom.

By Chet Justlos
angd
Cupt. Michae) Perinl

“Taday is a great day for Keesler
and for the Keeslers."

Pratt, expressed the feelings of the 18
relatives of Missisaippian Samuel

ta observe the m:

ceremony of the "'Spirit of Keesler
Center” — a new learning center for
Keealer students,

"We are impressed,” said Mrs.
Pratt, one of the sisters of 2nd Lt
S8amual R, Keesler for whom this base
is named, “not only with the growth
and size of this installation, but in the
quality of training and the creative
learning provided for our nation’s
youth in this wenderful place.

‘“We, collectively and individually,
extend our thanks to you for this latest
memorial to our brother. We feel truly

- blessed to have our names associated
"% with this fine base and the remarkable
men and women under your
leadership,” sald Mrs. Pratt. “Ladies
" and gentlemen, we, the Keeslers,
- salute you."

The Keesler relatives present
represented the present-day clan of 82,
and were visibly proud and happy to
be included in this dedication

ceremony.

Mrs. Pratt, of Durham, N.C., was
joined at the ceremonies by her
brother, 83-year-old William Keesler
of Cleveland, Miss,, and her sister,
Mrs. Mary Nash Gllmour of Charlotte,
N.C. Keesler relatives were also

' | The dedication reunited the Keesler
. — ‘family, many of whom had not seen
.8, Alr Porce photos by Sgt. John Dusher . 1
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Farce technology has left Chanute AFB, Ill. = At the time, Chamute AFB offered the only
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activities o=

~ GET READY
FOR THE BEACH!

v UNI-SPA can help you
Professor addresses FEW shape up for the

“Personal Power™ was the al power and o boss beliig recog:] g
gy o Ay Lo e ey o M vy | summer months ahead.
ented by Dr. Brooks E. Smith conducted an ex-

You owe if

fo yourself

CALL UNI-SPA NOW e
A fres visit with no obligation.

en (FEW) recently at the nmm-ﬁ.

Entex auditorium Ih Quifport. MeLemore that m
Dr. Smith anawered the ner meeting would be held at

quention whel is power by dis- Morrison's Cafeterin, May 18
cussing types or sources of &l 7p.m. This be the Boss

power, waysto give up person- - of the Year | with the

YMAC holds 2nd worknight

nning m.
This worknight should finish
up the painting in the Married

Pre-marriage | ~
hints given

g
sored values clerification
Seminar (Pre.marriage
clinic), will provide Hﬂﬂ In-
put for your marriage. The
sominar will begin &t 1 p.m.
Monday at chapel three,

concerning 1976 Buick Century sor, tosder..... $3390
tinancial, legal, physical and

: . 1975 YW Rabbit snesic, ar........ $2790
p;'t”;‘ieuau are u:i:.had z 1975 Pinto Wagon seeetic, s $2690
encouraged to attend | 1974 LTD so-. tocisi-...... $2190
Nigerensfy s gy 1974 Chevy Impole sicies e $1990

1973 Monte Carlo teeies ... $1990
:m Hornet Sportabout Wagon .. §1890

Maverick Grabber rewe, wr.. $2190
1973 LTD 2.0r. Lowtsdomecngmiccscnne $1990
1973 Ford Terino zor.. . $1490
1972 Cougar rewer, dir...icoorncaner. 31890

1972 Pontiac Grand Prix ... $1790
1972 Chrysler New Yorker §$14%0
1972 Cutlass Supreme sor......... $1890 -

1972 Pontioe LeMans 2. . §1790
1972 Vego Matchbock ... 5790
1971 Cutlass Supreme so.._ .. $1390
1969 XL Ford Convertible $890

LNTTED
LIQUIDATORS

~ COAST AUTO SALES
"NI-I
2015 PASS RD. - 436-4281
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Photograph Index

B-24 Aircraft - "Lady Keesler"

General S.R. Keesler - In Uniform

General S.R. Keesler - With Horse and Buggy, Greenwood, MS
Keesler Family - At Keesler Field Dedication Ceremony, 1941
Mrs. Keesler - At Sam Keesler's Gravesite in France, 1933

Mrs. Keesler and Daughters - 1940's

Sam Keesler - In Athletic Pose (No. 1)

Sam Keesler - In Athletic Pose (No. 2)

Sam Keesler - In Athletic Pose (No. 3)

. Sam Keesler - In Football Uniform, Davidson College

. Sam Keesler - In Uniform, In Field

. Sam Keesler - In Uniform, Studio Portrait

. Sam Keesler - In Uniform, Studio Portrait (No. 1)

. Sam Keesler - In Uniform, Studio Portrait (No. 2)

. Sam Keesler - In Uniform, Studio Portrait (No. 3)

. Sam Keesler - Studio Portrait, 1916

. Sam Keesler - Temporary Grave Marker, Red Cross Photograph
. Sam Keesler and William Keesler - In Childhood

Sam Keesler and William Keesler - In Uniform Studio Portrait

. Sam Keesler and William Keesler - With Davidson College Football Team, 1917

. Sam Keesler and William Keesler- Montreat, NC

. Sam Keesler and William Keesler- Montreat, NC

. Sam Keesler and William Keesler- Montreat, NC

. Sam Keesler and William Keesler-With Beta Theta Pi Brothers and OTS, Chickamauga, GA, 1917
. Sam Keesler and William Keesler-With Beta Theta Pi Brothers, Davidson College

. Sam Keesler with Durand -In Flying Clothes, France, 1918

. Sam Keesler, William Keesler, and Childhood Friends - At Lake Susan, Montreat

. Sam Keesler, William Keesler, and Childhood Friends - On Mt. Mitchell, Montreat (No. 1)

. Sam Keesler, William Keesler, and Childhood Friends - On Mt. Mitchell, Montreat (No. 2)
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