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WHAT SURROUNDS YOU IS THE FRUIT OF THEIR LABOR AND
THEIR DREAMS. 1 MIGHT ADD AT THIS POINT, THAT THEIR EFFORTS
HAVE NOT GONE UNNOTICED, RECENTLY WE WERE HONORED WITH THE
VISIT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE, JOHN C. STETSON,

WHO WAS THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH THE APPEARANCE AND
WORKMANSHIP OF THE FACILITY WE ARE DEDICATING THIS AFTERNOON.

THE SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER NOT ONLY CONTAINS MEMORABILIA
AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF ACTIVITIES AT THE BASE DURING THE RICH
AND COLORFUL PAST, BUT IT ALSO INCLUDES MATERIALS WHICH
STUDENTS CAN USE TO LEARN ABOUT THEIR CAREER FIELDS, ASSIGNMENTS
AND BASES TO WHICH THEY WILL BE SENT. ALSO, THE FACILITY
CONTAINS MAPS, ROAD ATLASES AND INFORMATION BROCHURES SO
STUDENTS CAN PLAN WEEKEND OR VACATION TRIPS ALONG THE GULF
COAST AND OTHER AREAS.

A GOOD QUESTION AT THIS POINT MAY BE WHY NAME THE RESOURCE
CENTER AFTER LT KEESLER. THE ANSWER TO THAT IS A SIMPLE ONE --
THIS STUDY AND LEARNING FACILITY PORTRAYS THE SPIRIT OF
EXCELLENCE WHICH HAS ALWAYS EXISTED HERE -- THE SAME SPIRIT
THAT DOMINATED SAM KEESLER'S LIFE.

THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXTRACT OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY
1ST LT. STUART GILCHRIST WHO KNEW KEESLER IN FRANCE, WHICH
EXEMPLIFIES THAT SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE I'M TALKING ABOUT.

“ NEVER SAW A FELLOW WHO WAS MORE ANCIOUS TO DO HIS
WORK WELL. A HALF-DONE OR POORLY DONE MISSION DIDN'T
SATISFY SAM. HE WANTED RESULTS, AND WASN‘T CONTENT TO

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

BE EXCUSED BECAUSE A PILOT HAD MISMANAGED THE MISSION

OR A CAMERA HAD GONE BAD... PERHAPS SAM MIGHT HAVE COME
BACK FROM THE LAST MISSION IF HE HAD NOT WANTED TO DO
HIS BEST.”

THE COMMENTS IN THIS LETTER CERTAINLY PORTRAY OUR CONCEPT
OF THE “SPIRIT OF KEESLER" AND THIS FAMILY -- EXCELLENCE,

BUT LET’S GO A LITTLE DEEPER INTO THE MAN HINMSELF TO
FURTHER UNDERSTAND WHY WE HONOR HIM AGAIN TODAY.

BORN IN 1896 IN GREENWOOD, MISS., HE WAS THE SON OF
MAJ. GEN. SAMUEL R. KEESLER, COMMANDER OF THE MISSISSIPPI
NATIONAL GUARD FOR 8 YEARS PRIOR TO WORLD WAR I, AND LATER
MAYOR OF GREENWOOD, MISS.

HE HAD A BROTHER AND 5 SISTERS. THERE ARE THREE OF THEM
HERE TODAY: MR. WILLIAM KEESLER, MRS. MARY GILMOUR AND
WRS. ELLA PRATT.

SAM ENTERED THE SERVICE IN MAY OF 1917 AND RECEIVED HIS
COMMISSION AT FORT OGLETHORPE, GA. HE WAS ASSIGNED AS AN
AERIAL OBSERVER WITH THE 24TH AERO SQUADRON IN FRANCE.

ON OCTOBER 8, 1918 HE JOINED PILOT 1ST LT. HAROLD W. RILEY
ON A SPECIAL MISSION, IN AN ARMY COMMAND PLANE, A TWO-PLACE
“CAMEL," OPERATING OUT OF SONILLY, FRANCE.

LT. RILEY, IN A LETTER WRITTEN THREE MONTHS LATER, TELLS
WHAT HAPPENED ON THAT EVENTFUL DAY:
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“IN THE LATE AFTERNOON OF THE 8TH OF OCT. 1918,

LT KEESLER AND MYSELF WERE ON A MISSION EAST OF
VERDUN. SHORTLY AFTER WE CROSSED THE LINE AND JUST
BEFORE WE HAD COVERED THE ASSIGNED TERRITORY, FOUR
FOKKERS CAME FROM THE FRENCH SIDE OF THE LINE AND
ATTACKED US. I AM CERTAIN LT KEESLER SHOT DOWN THE
LEADER AS HE ATTACKED FIRST, AND I SAW HIM GO DOWN

IN A STEEP NOSE DIVE. THE OTHER THREE OPENED FIRE
[MMEDIATELY AND SHOT AWAY MY RUDDER CONTROLS, A PART
OF MY ELEVATORS AND CRIPPED ONE AILERON., WE WENT
DOWN OUT OF CONTROL AND CRASHED, LT KEESLER FIRED ALL
THE WAY DOWN AND AFTER WE CRASHED. ALTHOUGH KEESLER
WAS WOUNDED SIX TIMES IN THE CHEST AND ABDOMEN.

HE SHOWED A WONDERFUL DEGREE OF SELF-CONTROL AND WON
THE ADMIRATION OF ALL THE GERMAN SOLDIERS WHO CAME TO
LOOK AT HIM."

LT KEESLER DIED THE NEXT DAY AS A POW IN A GERMAN FIELD

HOSPITAL. IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT KEESLER'S GALLANTRY,
CERTAIN ORDERS WERE " MARCH 27, 1919 BY GEN. JOHN J.
PERSHING, -AEF COMMANDER. ~LATER LT KEESLER WAS POSTHUMOUSLY
AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS.

AND AS YOU KNOW, KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE BEARS HIS NAME

AND NOW, TODAY, THIS STUDY CENTER -- IN TRIBUTE TO ONE OF
AMERICA’S EARLY AIR HEROS.
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AGAIN, T APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO YOU
DURING THIS VERY HISTORIC OCCASION. THE MANY AMERICAN
AND FOREIGN STUDENTS WHO WILL COME HERE IN THE YEARS AHEAD
WILL USE THIS EXCELLENT FACILITY AND WILL COME TO KNOW --
T0 SEE THE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS
WHO HAVE ADDED TO KEESLER'S RICH TRADITION AND HISTORY
BEFORE THEM,

LET ME CLOSE BY READING TO YOU A PORTION OF A LETTER I
RECEIVED FROM CHARLOTTE, KEESLER'S SISTER, WHO COULDN'T
BE WITH US TODAY BECAUSE OF HER FRAIL HEALTH.

HER COMMENTS, AS A SISTER, ABOUT HER BROTHER'S SPIRIT
AND COMPETITIVE NATURE TRULY REFLECT THE VALUES THAT WE ARE
TRYING TO INSTILL IN THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN HERE AT KEESLER.

"] REMEMBER SAM SO VIVIDLY AND I FEEL THIS NEW CENTER

IS A GLOWING TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY. HE WAS GENTLE,

KIND, PATIENT AND WISE FOR ONE SO YOUNG, BUT A FIERCE
COMPETITOR AND A GREAT FIGHTER., HE HAD PLANNED TO DEVOTE
HIS LIFE TO THE TEACHING OF YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN SO RIS
SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS HOVER OVER THE ‘SPIRIT OF KEESLER
CENTER’ AND BLESS IT--"

WHAT A COMFORTING THOUGHT,

~ THANK YOU.
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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen and welcome to the opening of the
Spirit of Keesler Center. I want to welcome the members of the i
Keesler family who are with us and I'll ask them to stand at the time

that I introduce them.

-
w

First, Mr and,Hr; William Keesler, William's brother (that's .Samuel).
(applause) Mr John Fish and family, John. (applause) Mrs Enrae
Gilmore, the sister of Sam. (applause) Mrs. Pratt: still another
sister and the Tiel family. (applause) I'm also happy .to note that
Mayor Pat Connor and his'lovely lady Ethelyn are with us from Ocean

Springs. We have many distinguished quests and we also have with us

now our own Mayor from Biloxi, and we're very happy to have him with

uss ) Ml #

I want to open my remarks by simply describing first the facility
that yo;'re in. At one time this was a mess hall. As you saw

- some of the pictures of this facility jugt a few months ago, it
resembled what you have seen in World War II movies or moviés from
the Korea; War period, of a typical open mess facility. It has been
transformed through an awful lot of work = self help projects for the
most part - and assistance from the Civi}'Enqineers, into what we
call a Learning Center. 1It's a combination fgcility: it's a library
and a museum, and in £he sense, perhaps a student union, as you

will remémber one from your colle%e days. Now while it's allibrary,

it is not loaded with book shelves. 1It's a new type of library.
A L 3
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Office of Information, Keesler AFB, Ms. (Air Training Command) - Ph. (601) 377-3901

et MalTon . 3
f%fli, Cuﬁéf 7HAbLaxﬂ éﬁLLmuu

KEESLER AFB, Miss. -- “Today is a great day for Keesler and for the !
Keeslers." }
These words, .spoken at a recent dedication ceremany by Mrs, E11a i
Pratt, expressed the feelings of the 18 relatives of Miss1ss1pp1an i E
Samuel Reeves Keesierrdr , who gathered here to observe the meaningful
dedication ceremony of the "Spirit of Keesler Center" -- a new learning |
center for Keesler AFB students.
 "We are 1mpresséd," said Mrs. Pratt, one of the sisters of the man
for whom tﬁis base is named, "not only with the growth and size of this
installation, but in the quality of training and the creative learning
provided for our nation's youth in this wonderful place.
"We, collectively and individually, exténd'%ur thanks to you for
this latest memorial to our brother. We feel truly bles;ed to have our
names associated with this fine base and the remarkable men and women

under your leadership," said Mrs. Pratt; "Ladies and gentlemen, we, the

KeesTers, salute you." - e

(more)

S R ) - ‘ i
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

OFFICE OF INFORMATION, KTTC/0IC, KeesLer AFB, MS 39534, AC 601-377-2254

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER 78-2-24

FEB 161978
KEESLER GETS NEW SPIRIT

KEESLER AFB, Miss. == Keesler's Career Information Center will
soon be known as the Spirit of Keeasler Center.

The center provides a warm, comfortable atmosphere for new airmen
to study, or check into the particulars of bases world-wide via
brochures, maps, and video cassettes.

A new study and historical display room, named the Spirit of
Keesler Room, ig nearing completion, according to Major J. Leon Wilson,
chief of the student affairs division here. The study area will be
surrounded by aircraft replicas and historical artifacts pertaining to
Keesler's mission -- yesterday and today.

The Spirit of Keesler Room was converted from a student dining hall
by base civil engineers and the base's training services office and

ghould be completed in early March.

-30-
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

OFFICE OF INFORMAT‘ION, KTTC/0IC, KeesLer AFB, MS 39534, AC 601-377-2254

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER 78-3-43
MAR ¢ 7 1978

"SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER"

KEESLER AFB, Miss. -- Relatives of the man for whom this base
is named have been invited to attend special dedication ceremonies
April 8 of the "Spirit of Keesler Center."

The base name and the new facility honor the memory of Samuel
Reeves Keesler Jr., an aerial observer from Greenwood, Miss. Keesler,
a second lieutenant , was shot down over France in October 1918, He
died a day later in a German field hospital where he was a prisoner
of war.

His brother, William Keesler of Cleveland, Miss., will attend the
dedication along with other relatives of the World War I officer.

Major General John S. Pustay, commander of the Keesler Techmnical
Training Center, will head the ceremonies beginning at 2 p.m., Saturday,
April 8.

"The 'Spirit of Keesler Center' has been designed as a study and

learning center for the many students who receive their technical

(more)
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