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BUT AS A RESULT OF HUNDREDS OF HOURS OF DEDICATED WORK
BY MEMBERS OF OUR CIVIL ENGINEERING SOUADRON TRRINING
SERVICES DIVISION, AND THE STUDENT AFFAIRS DIVISIUN, USING
~.* INNOVATIVE IDEAS, FILLED WITH PERSONAL PRIDE, AND HELD

TOGETHER 'BY A VISION, THIS STUDY AND LEARNING CENTER, WHICH
IS THE VERY ESSENCE OF KEESLER, WAS CREATED.

R

WHAT SURROUNDS YOU IS THE FRUIT OF THEIR LAROR AND THEIR
DREAMS. 1 MIGHT ADD AT THIS-POINT THAT THEIR EFFORTS HAVE
NOT GONE UNNOTICED; RECENTLY WE NERE HONORED WITH THE VISIT
... OF THE SECRETARY . OF THE AIR FORCE, 'JOHN C, STETSON, WHO WAS
THOROUGHLY INPRESSED WITH THE APPEARANCE AND WORKMANSHIP OF
THE FACILITY NE ARE DEDICRTING THIS AFTERNOON.

THE SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER HAS BEEN DESIGNED AS A NULTI-_‘

;PURPOSE COMPLEX FOR THE USE OF OUR STUDENTS 1T WILL SERVE
AS A LEARNING CENTER WHERE STUDENTS AS INDIVIDUALS OR:AS PART

OF A GROUP CAN LEARN ABOUT THEIR. COURSES OF STUDY CAREER
'-‘FIELDS AND ASSIGNNENTS i R

"; "‘:

THE LIBRARY 1s UNl@UE BECAUSE IT‘NILUMCO PUEMENT THE
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NO BOOKS LIKE" THE OTHERS INSTEAD IT NTEL CONTAIN THOUSANDS

OF VIDEO TAPES: NHICH CONTAIN LECTURES AND FILNS DEPICTING AND ‘T

h.DESCRIRING NUCH OF THE SUBJECT NBTTER TAUGHT AT KEESLER
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TAPES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON CAREER AREAS FOR HHICH THE STUDENTS
ARE TRAINING. STUDENTS CAN CHECK. OUT THESE VIDEO TAPES AND

PLAY THEM ON THE TV VIEWERS WHICH YOU CAN SEE LOCATED
' THRUUGHOUT THE CENTER.

I BELIEVE THAT HAVING THESE MATERIALS AVAILABLE IN THE
LIBRARY SETTING SURROUNDED BY THE PHOTOGRAPHS AND ARTIFACTS
THAT CAPTURE THE RICH TRADITION OF THE AIR FARCE AND OF
KEESLER ITSELF SHDULD ADD:-.CONSIDERABLY TO THE MOTIVATION

- OF OUR STUDENTS “AS THEY PREPARE TO BECOME THE PROFESSIONAL
- ATRMEN OF OUR SERVICE e

A GOOD QUESTION AT THIS POINT NAY BE NHY NAME THE
CENTER AFTER: ET KEESLER? THE ANSWER 10 THAT IS A SIMPLE ONE --
- THIS STUDY AND LEARNING FACILITY _PORTRAYS THE SPIRIT OF

EXCELLENCE WHICH HAS ALWAYS EXISTED HERE h= THE SAME SPIRIT
THAT DONINATED SAM KEESLER'S LIFE

e
i

= THE FOLLOHING IS AN EXTRACT 0F A LETTER NRITTEN BY
15T LT STUART GILCHRIST WHO KNEW KEESLER IN FRANCE, WHICH
EXENPLIFIES THAT SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE I'N TALKING ABOUT:

L] NEVER SAN A FELLON WHO HAS HDRE ANXIOUS TO DO HIS WORK
HELL A HALF-DONE OR POORLY DUNE MISSIDN DIDN'T SATISFY
SAM HE NANTED RESULTS, AND HASN T CUNTENT T0 BE EXCUSED
BECAUSE A PILDT HAD NISHANAGED THE HISSIDN OR A CAMERA
HAD BONE BAD... . PERHAPS SAM NIGHT HAVE: CUNE BACK FROM
THE LAST NISSION IF HE HAD NOT WANTED T0 DO "HIS EEST “

§ . ) , i ‘
‘. Wy 'I‘:.. '
| L) > | b o CAte £

I (e |
A L

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958






THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

a
L

“IN THE LATE AFTERNOON OF THE 8TH OF OCTOBER 1918,
LT KEESLER AND MYSELF WERE ON A MISSION EAST OF
VERDUN. SHORTLY AFTER WE CROSSED THE LINE AND
JUST BEFORE WE HAD COVERED THE ASSIGNED TERRITORY,
FOUR FOKKERS CAME FROM THE FRENCH SIDE OF THE LINEs.
AND ATTACKED US. T AM CERTAIN LT KEESLER SHOT DOWN
" THE LEADER As*HE ATTACKED FIRST, AND 1 Shl WIM 60
- DOWN-IN A STEEP NOSE DIVE, THE OTHER THREE OPENED
-‘HMlmmmmwnmsmemmvwmmcmmms
A PART OF v 'ELEVATORS AND CRIPPLED. ONE. ATLERON.
~ . WE WENT DOWN' UUT OF CONTROL AND" CRASHED LT KEESLER
-~ FIRED ALL'THE, NAY DOWN AND: AF{ER WE CRASHED
~ ALTHOUGH KEESLER JAS WOUNDED SIX TINES IN THE CHEST
i MDMMMNHE%W@AHWWNWD%%EWSHP
.~ CONTROL: ANn;yoN THE ADMIRATION, OF AL THE GERWAN :
'.jmwmmwm%memLmKMHm"ﬁjﬁl
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' "*JLT KEESLER DIED THE NEXT DA\' AS R PUN IN A GERNAN FIELD
; 'HOSPITAL IN ‘RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT KEESLER'S GALLANTRY,
| CITATION ORI]ERS NERE ISSUED MARCH 27 1919r BY GEN JOHN J.

PERSHING, AMERICAN EXPEDITIUNARY FORCES COMMANI]ER. LATER

LT KEESLER NAS PNSTHUNOUSLY ANARDED THE DISTINGUISHED
for. SERVICE ERUSS ' bR L

gz.'_,.nls
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AND, AS YOU KNOW, KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE BEARS HIS
NAME AND NOW, TODAY, THIS STUDY CENTER -- IN TRIBUTE TO
ONE OF AMERICA’S EARLY AIR HERGES.

AGAIN, 1 APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO YOU DURING
THIS YERY HISTORIC OCCASION. THE MANY AMERICAN AND FORELGN
STUDENTS WHO WILL COME HERE IN THE YEARS AHEAD WILL, USE THIS
EXCELLENT FACILITY AND WILL COME TO KNOW -- TO SEE THE
QUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO™ HAVE ADDED
TO KEESLER'S RIQR TRADITION AND HISTORY BEFORE THEM.

LET ME CLOSE BY READING T0 YOU A PORTION OF A LETTER I
RECEIVED FROM CHARLOTTE, KEESLER'S SISTER, WHO COULDN'T BE
WITH US TODAY.

HER COMMENTS, AS A SISTER, ABOUT HER BROTHER'S SPIRIT AND
, COMPETITIVE NATURE TRULY REFLECT THE VALUES THAT WE ARE
TRYING TO INSTILL IN THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN HERE AT KEESLER:

ey REMEMBER SAM SO VIVIDLY AND. I FEEL THIS NEW - CENTER
IS A GLOWING TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY. HE WAS GENTLE, KIND,
'PATIENT AND WISE FOR ONE SO YOUNG, BUT A FIERCE COMPETITOR
AND A GREAT FIGHTER. HE HAD PLANNED TO DEVOTE HIS LIFE
70 THE TEACHING OF YOUNG MEN AND: WOMEN SO HIS SPIRIT WILL

ALIAYS HOVER OVER THE *SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER' AND N
BLESS IT -~

WHAT A COMFORTING THOUGHT - *

THANK YOU.
B

s 10y 6 i ! { .. I ’
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Major Doran Hopkins
February 23, 1978 |

Page Two ‘ ‘
f LI i h’k 2 GIEF ' 5 ""rr"r v:n:‘;'- '}:" X et & s ¥ -
‘Monroe Taylor Gilmour; Jr. + Ella Fountain Keesler Pratt
T& c/o CARE, P. O. Box MS682 - 'L{ (Mrs. Lanier W. Pratt - widow)
Maseru, Lesotho South Africa /4. 1109 Woodburn Road
; 2 8 ¢!, Durham, N. C. 27705 Sister
Virginia Marquand Gilmour "~ (919)489-6153 Home e
_» 934 Granville Rd, | (919)684~5578 Office at Duke University
Ty? Charlotte, N. C.° . ; -
. " Two Sons:
" Ethel Caston Keesler Duncan _ Lanier VWard Prate, Jr. Ad
PY (Mrs. David Duncan = widow) ‘:f/. (Mr, and Mrs., L. W. Pratt, J i)
| 201 E. Cleveland St. ., Sisfer {5 ape. 105 | >
Greenwood, Miss. 38930 : : 727 Dixmyth Avenue q‘;f
(601)453-6936 - Cincinnati, Obio 45220 . **f
; R ; (513)559-0143 ¢
Two daughters: PR TS
L e . Samuel Keegler Pratt
Chaflotte'Kéeslgt.Qgrrafd Steele © " (Named for my father and my brother,
*89(HI. and Mrs. E. Hunter Steele) .4 Samuel Reeves Keesler)
1440 Grand Blvd.! | i i \0 1109 Woodburn Road %
\ % greenwood, Miss. 38930 R purham, N. C. 27705

(601)453-5300 ¢ B .1 (919)489-6153

Mabelle Mosely Garrard Seawright

(Mr. and Mrs. James Seawright)
_ 157 Wooster St. iy ot
(25 e York, s, L GOOND g 7§57 ar T i Wl o £

(212)674-6868 or, 673-8951 . . Akl

We are pleased to know of the new bﬁiidipg.Jﬂich will be dedicated to Sam's ]
memory, and T hope that many of us will be able to be at Keesler Air Force Base
again. Our last visit there was a mast memorable one. iWe are all grateful for ~ W
the care and intergsd you have in Sap's family. 1f I may be of any assistance,

£

please call oh me.® with all good wighes, I am °

R ‘ : Cordially yours, TN

i ! Flla Fountain Keesler Pratt
(Y ' < (Mrs. Lanier W. Pratt)

i

EFKP:elg A :
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