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' INFORPTION OFFICE

KEESLER AFB, M

p
T O 6 Feb 1979

Reference General Pustay 's request for any
material I might have regarding the spirit of
Lt Keesler.

I have again gone through the files of the
Center Historian . There is no new material other
than what we used last year for the dedication of
the Spirit of Keesler Center.

I have attached to this memo all the material
we have on Lt Keesler. I have annotated those
portions used by you last year at the Awards Banquet
and the Spirit of Keesler Center dedication .

Atch 1 - Lt Gilchrist Letter
Atch 2 - Lt Riley Letter
Atch 3 - Capt Wood Letter
Atch - Davidson College Yearbook
Atch S - General Pustay 's prepared speech for

Spirit of Keesler Center dedication
Atch 6 - Transcript of General Pustay 's speech

at Spirit of Keesler Center dedication

.
DORAN L . HO INS, Major, USAF 6 Atch
Chief, Information Division a s

-J 0

RETURN T
A IR i ORCE

Histori ca l l esrarch Agency
Maxwc F!

,
A L 3 1l 2-6 24
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BUT, AS A RESULT OF HUNDREDS OF HOURS OF DEDICATED WORK
BY E BERS OF OUR CIVIL ENGINEERING SOUADRON

_ , TRAININGSERVICES DIVISION, AND THE STUDENT AFFAIRS DIVISION, USING '
.•.• I NOATIVE IDEAS, FILLEDWITH PERSONAL PRIDE, AND NE D

TOGETHER Y A VISION, THIS STUDY AND LEARNING CENTER, WHICH
' IS THE VERY ESSENCE OF KEESLER, WAS CREATED, , ... ,WHAT SURROUNDS YOU IS THE FRUIT

.
OF THEIR L OR A D THEIR

DREA , IMIGHT
:
ADD AT THIS-POI T THAT THEIR EFFORTS HAVE

NOT GONE UNNOTICED; RECENTLY WE WERE HONORED W
_ .

ITH THE VISIT
-,

OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE, JOHN C,STETSON W- .
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,. • . , , , . . . .
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ITAPES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON

,
CAREER AREAS OR WHICH THE STUDENTS

ARE TRAINING STUDENTS CAN CHECK OUT THESE VIDEO TAPES AND
P AY THE ON THE TV VIEWERS IHICN YOU CAN SEE LOC

.
ATED

,,•
TNROUGNOUT THE CENTER,

, .IBELIEVE THAT HAVING THESE MATERIALS AVAILABLE IN THE
LIBRARY SETTIPGSURROUNDEDBYTNE PHOTOGRAPHS AND R' IFACTS
THAT CAPTURE THE RICH TRADITION OF THE AIR F RCE D OF
KEES R ITSELF SHOULDAD -CO IDERABLY TOTHE MOTIVATION
OF OURSTUDENTS`AS THEY PREPARE TOBECOME
.

THE PROFESSIONAL
• AI ENOF OURSERVICE,.

, . , .A GOOD 9UESTIONAT THIS POINT̀ MY
.
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TISFY

.SAM. HE WANTED RESULTS, ANDWASN'T CONTENT
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AM"MI N HAVECOMEBACKF` . .. HE AS M SSION IFHEHADNOTWANTEDTODO'ISBEST
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• ,. ,, .. ." IN THE L TE AFTERNOON OF THE 8TH OF OCTOBER 1918, .
LT KEESLER AND MYSELF WERE ON A MISSION EAST OF
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.
OTHERTHREE OPENED

. . . ,
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AND, AS YO
U KNOW, KEE LER AIR FORCE BASE BEARS HIS

NAME AND NOW, TODAY,
THIS STUDY CENTER -- IN TRIBUTE TO

ONE OF AMERICA'S EARLY AIR HEROES.

AGAIN, I APPRECIA
TE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO YOU DURING

THIS VERY HISTORIC OCCASION THE MANY AMERICAN AND FOPEIGU

TUDENTS WHO WILL COME HERE IN THE YEARS AHEAD WILL,
USE THIS

S
.

EXCELLENT FACILITY AND WILL COME TO KNOW -- TO SEE THE

STANDING CONTRIBUTIONS OF THOSE INDIVIDUAL WHO HAVE ADDEDOUT .
TO KEESLER'S RICHTRADITIO AND HISTORY BEFORE THEM.

LET ME CLOSE BY READING TO YOU A PORTION OF A LETTER I

RECEIVED FRO
.
CHARLOTTE, KEESLER'S

SISTER,WHO COULD
N'T BE

WITHUS TODAY
. . . r

S A SISTER, ABOUT HERBROTHER'S SPIRIT AND
,.

HERCOMENTS, .
A

' COMPETITIVE NATURE TRULY REFLECT THE VALUES THAT WE ARE
, .TRYING T

,
INSTILL IN THE YOUNG MEN AND WO EN HERE AT KEESLER:

. " E ERSAMSOVIVIDLY AND I FEEL THIS NEWCENTERI REM
IS A GLOWINGTRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY, HE WAS GENTLE,KIND,

_
TIENT AND WISE FOR ONE SO YOUNG, BUT A FIE

RCE COMPETITORPA
AND A GREAT FIGHTER HE HAD PLANNED TO DEVOTE HIS LIFE

• .. TOTHE TEACHINGOF YOUNGMEN AND WOENSOHIS SPIRIT WIL

S HOVER OVER THE 'SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER'AND .rALWAY
BLESS IT --" ' '

. •. . ,. . .. .WHAT A COMFOR INGTHOUGHT ' ., . . t

THANK YOU.
##

6 '
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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen and welcvme to the opening of the

Spirit of Keesler Center. I want to w lcome the ers of the

Keesler family who are with us and I 'll ask them to stand at the time

that I introduce them .

First, and s Willia Keesler William 's brother (that's Samuel).

{applause ) r John Fish and fa ily , John . (applause) rs E rae

Gilmore , the sister of Sam . (applause ) rs. ratt , still another

sister a d the Tie family . (applause ) I 'm also happy to note that

Mayor Pat nnor and his lovely lady E helyn are with us from Ocean

Springs. We have ny di tinguished guests and we also have with us

now our o yor from Biloxi, and w 're very happ to have him with

us .

I want to open my remarks by simply describing first the facility

th t you 're in. At one time this was a mess hall. As you saw

some of the pictures of this facility just a few months ago , it

resembled what you have seen in World War II mo vies or ovies from

the Korean War period , of a typical open mess facility . It has been

transfo ed through an awful lot of work - self help projects for the

most part - and assistance from the Civil Engineers, into what

call a earning Center . It 's a combination facility : it 's a library

and a m seum , and in the sense , perhaps a student union , as you

will remember one from your ollege days . Now while it's a library ,

it is not loaded with b k shelves. It 's a new type of library . '
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We ave some 1,000 video tapea that re stored ere . 9ie students

ha e the opp rt ity of o inq to i particular facility , chec ing

ont the tapes t at deal will prineiples or su ect tter th t thep

wiah to study furt er and g to o e of these televieion sets and they ,

ean pluq in t e p and at their leis e, I mean t e relative q iet

of his eautif facility , do the extra studyinq o t at they coul

excel n acad c .

also feel t ouqh, that prepari g people in a t®c ical academic

area is not eno qh at Reesler. e have what e c ll the " hole

rson" concept, ich e actively p raue. It's the concept that

s ys to you the merican t p yer nd to ou tudents, that hile

u are wi t h w 'r e goi ng t o he l p you d v e l op i n t e ac ade f c

a ea so that ou c be a proficient technicia in t e ir rce.

're also gciag to help you velop in the milit y area, i t e

ral area, nd in t e physical rea. Now here, leo address,

i a dition to the academic a ea, the milita y ea, +cause

have placed i t e roo that you will be oing into n a few inutes ,

t e orabilia , the ar ifacts, hich represent the rie history o

o u p o f e s s i o n i t i r Fo r c e , a nd i pa r t i c a r t ha t a l f c e o f t he

profes ion th t's related to Keesler . To eesler ield d no

eesler A r For e ase . here in t is parti ul Center, e att pt

to achieve at least rt of he two ob ectives of d eloping t

"Who e Person ." elping these people f ther their stu es in the

c ce ic area and als w ile they doinq that, to b surraunded,

literally , by the ri history of this fine ins allation .

2
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' ow why d al l i t t he " p i r i t of e e s l er Ce nt er " he re ar e s eve ra l

very good : asons. ir t of all let e just recap for you the exploits

of t at splendid officer for rho the b se is n med and for ho e are

.
n ming his p rticul r facility then I think you can put it all tog ther.

Lieutenant Reesle , j fned the y in y of 1917. He s

co is ion d at Ft g lthorpe i G orgi and beca e an Aerial

Obser er. a ctober of 1918, while on a mis ion in the vicinitp

of Verdun i ance , his aircraft at that ti e, e and his pilot ,

ie tenant iley , ere flying i a a el (S ot with amel, 2 p aces)

and he as t e Aerial Ob er er . hey re attaoked by four Ge an

Fokker ighters an n he ens ing aerial b ttle , the i craft

hich Lieut nant R ley s flying and Lieute ant eesler w s

servinq as the Aerial bserver as shot dv n , but not b fore

Lieute t eesler had shot dow the lead sl ent i the form tion

for ing the ttack of their airc aft. One of the rem rk ble fe ts

of that p ticular b ttle s that ieute ant esler, ven w ®n

the aircraft as pl n inq toward e th out of ontrol, cont nu d to

fire his w apon and rhat w s considered by the er ans on t ground

and in t ai to be s me hat of a r el of a per on that had t at

uch dsdication, hat s ch commitme t to his nation, t at ch

profes ionalis . A ra her super achievement, to e the te m of

contem ora y t me.

3
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No if you t ink of that p rticul r ep ode , let m describe it for y u

as it was r bed y a squad on- te. You 'll s®e t at t e tion of

e x c .l e n c e a a n , o f pr f e s i o na l i m, o f d di c a t i o , c o me a o u t q i t e

cle ly. is squ dron-m te says as follo a: "I reme ber is s

af er sa h d g ao a d later died in e G an field hospital.

I r mber am o ividly and i feel t i n center is a I 'm or )

n v e x s a a f e o u o s m r e anx i o u s o do hi s r k e l l . A

half-done or orly do e issian i n't satisfy m . e ant d

re ulte, and a 't onten to be exc ed ecause a pilo bad

n ged the ission or a ca era had gona bad. P r p a miqh

ave back from i last m ssion if he had not nted to do is

best.'" No captu nd i that particu ar xtract is this notion

ich I have lready alluded to of th p r t of exoellence,

dc ication, ofessia alism and a commitment o serve. es are all

of e th qs hioh a e a O attempti g to e bue i e ery t de t

o co e to eealer ech a ni g nt r. We atte t to e bue th t
.

by follo ng t e m del vf t e hole purpo ich I ust d crib d

to ou. We feel stroagtly th t hen n per n ea es e ler after

havinq been assig ed here that he is to be not only a fine

professio al airm n, b t a b tter citi en, a better A erican a d

f®el that he l be le to hie e t ose ob ectives b cau e o

not o ly is assiq ent here but b cause of th ex erienc of 1eesler.

d let n read fra y®t anvther letter fr s. arlotte

e l e r w a s i t er of a ' s o w o me a d ee c l i ned

to atten b cau e of poor health. t clos nq her lett r she

said and I c te "I r be a o vividly a d i eel e e r

4
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nter is a qlowinq tribute to his memory . He was gentle , kind,

p tient and wise for one so young, but a fierce competitor and a

great fighter. He had planned to devote his life to the teaching of

young en and women , so his spirit will always hover over the irit

of Keesler Center. God bless it .

So the closing note that I wish to leave with you is that we will

produce exemplary , professional airmen . We will train and produce

fine citizens for this great country , and we 'll do it because the

Spirit of Keesler moves everything that is done at this fine

facility . hank you very uch .

5
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T O A C T IO N f 1 T U R t . a O T O A C T I O N f 10 N A T R [ r a d )

CCE I nf o `

= CCP Info '

' CV Inf o

CC Inf o '

s o
f A O • C T I O N O IC [ R • MD O R I D [ f O L N O N [ T Y I T i N I T . f [ N f [ D A T [

Major Hopkins KTTC/OI 3901 el

f J C T D A T [Keesler Family 16 February 1978
• MA R Y

l. Usin the files from Protocol, Histor , and information from Colonel W ,9 y
I have been able to contact a brother and sister of Lt Samuel Keesler.

2. The following are surviving members of the family: P

William P. Keesler (Brother), Cleveland, Miss. /Ethel Duncan (S ster), Greenwood,M ss.Charlotte Steel (Niece), Greenwood, Miss. - daughter of E el
Charlotte Boulware (Sister), Richmond, Va.Mary Gilmour (Sister), Charlotte, N.C.

`
Ella Pratt (Sister), Durham, N.C.

3. I spoke with both William Keesler and Ethel Duncanr William is somewhat
deaf, so I spoke mainly with his wife. She said they ould be happy to come to
Keesler for the dedication of the "Spirit of Keesler enter." She said the
family would consider it an honor and became a litt e emotionally "choked-up"
by the end of the telephone conversation. Mrs. Ke

,
ler said that they would

need transportation and I told her it would be pro ided. William is 83 years
old.

4. Ethel told me that she is too ill and frail make the trip, but said that
her daughter, Charlotte Steel, would probably li to be at the dedication.She asked me to call Charlotte next week after sh returns fro m a trip.
5. There has been some discussion about the Reti ed Officers Association
handling the transportation of the Keeslers. I f 1 this is the wrong
approach. These people should be escorted by "blue suit" active duty people.
6. A staff car will probably be needed to transport illiam sler and his
wife. Due to the distance involved, the Keeslers w b need to stay
overnight. Perhaps a VIP cottage can be arranged.
7. I would suggest, however, that invitations from General Pustay be
to all the brothers and sisters.

F
AP R 1

6 8
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' 8. For your information, the following is a brief ography of Second
Lieutenant Sa uel Reeves Keesler, Jr.:

.
- Born 1896 in Greenwood, Miss.

- Son of Major General Samuel R. Keesler, commander of the Mississippi
National Guard for eight years prior to World War I. Later bec e the
mayor of Greenwood, Mi s .

- Lt Keesler was the student body president at Davidson College,Davi dson, N. C.

- Keesler en ered the service in May of 1917 and received his com-
mission at Fort glethorpe, Ga. He was assigned as an aerial observer
w th the 24th Aero Squadron in France.

- On 8 October 1918, his plane was shot down over Verdun. Although
Keesler was ounded six times in the chest and abdomen, he lived un il
noon the next day and died in a German field hospital as a POW.

- The following is an extract of a letter written by Lieutenant Stuart
Gil hrist who knew Kee ler in France.

-- "I never saw a fellow who was more anxious to do his work we11.A half done or poorly done mission d dn't satisfy Sam. He wanted results,
and wasn't content to be excused because a pilot had mism naged the
mission or a camera had gone bad..... Perhaps Sam might have come back
from the last miss on if he had not wanted to da his best."

- The com ents in the above letter certainly portray our concept of
the "Spirit of Ke ler" -- Excellence.

DO.R N L. OPKINS, Major, USAFChief, Info tion Division

-

1 .
r

2
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M or poran opkin ..
Februar y 2 3 , 1978

. '
Pa ge o . - '

_
'" , t

l
.. -

r , .. . ,,. • •• ` " Pr a t t
t Slla Fo tain eesler . ,

onroe Taylor Gilmo r, r. • , (
. L nier W . Pratt - dow)

c / o ' C E, P . 0 . Bo - / : 1109 Woodbu . a d
1 seru, Lesotho Sout Africa "

Durham , N . C. 27705 Sister
.' (919)489-6153 o e •

Virgiai rquand Gil our
9 34 Gran l l e •

( 919) 684- 5578 Of f i c e at Duk e Uni v er ai t y

.
Cha lotte, N. C. , o Sons:

anie W rd Pratt, Jr. .:
8t h e 1 Ca s t on Kee s l 'e r caa

• / , and M s . L. W. Pra t t , Jr :+) '
(Mr s . Dav i d Dun ca n -wi dow) J

, t • 10 •
201 E. Clevela d St.

Sis r .
`

7 7 Dix yth venue
Gr e en ood , s s . 3 30

Ci n c i n t i , Oh i o 4 52 20 ' '̀ r

( 601) 453- 69 6 ; ( 513) 559- 0143 •

T daught er s : : ' ; ' ' S mue l Ree l er Pr a t t -: ._ :. .
(Named fo m father and my brother,

Charlotte Keesl tard
Steele

muel Reeves Keesler) • -Sa
, ( , a s+.

E. Hunt e St e e l e )
1109 Woodbu ad •

1440 Gr a nd Bl v d .
'

- r m, N. C. 27705
ss. 3$93 ` `Gre nwood,. , (919)4

89- 153
(601) 453- 5300 .'

'
.

`
.• ,, - . . •

M bel l e Mosel y Ga ard r i gl t
,

,
, k: . ;. .

' Se wri ht )( . and r s
. J me a : B

. . - . .
' 157 Wooet er St . : • , . •,3 New York , N. Y. 1001

, . - ` ' .: .
8951 ' ' -(2 2) 674- 6868 o 673 : "' . . ' , .. : .• _" ow o f t he p w u l di ng h i ch wi l l be de di cat ed t o Sam' s

We are ple ed o kn , _ -
mor and I hope t at any o u l l be ab l e t o b e at g ee a

l
g

r t e f u l f ore y .
again . Our laat visit t e e was a .

e rable one. be of any assistance, -
the care and iaterest you h ve in Sa a a ily. If - y ,.

. l e as e ca l l ori •; ' i t h a l l goo d wi e s , I am •
P

_ _ . - ,` , co=d a ly your ; .
. . • . . ' . .

. . ; . . - d ' .
' ' • Ella Fountain Keesler Pratt

. , ' • .
(Mr e . Lan i e W. Pr a t t )

• .

EFK :eIg ,
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,OFFIE INFORMATION
' KEESLER AFB, MS

T CCE 3 March 1978
CC

Attached is a draft of the invitation to the
Keesler family for your approval.

I suggest it be typed on two-star stationery and
sent to each member of the Keesler family listed in
the attached letter from Mrs. Pratt.

Although a number of these people may not be
able to attend the dedication due to distance, I
feel it is a good gesture to send the invitation and
let them know of our plans for the "Spirit of Keesler
Center."

Colonel Smothermon has seen and approved.

DORAN L. OP INS, Major, USAF 2 tch
Chief, Information Division l. Ltr, Invitation(draft}

2. Lt r f rom
Mrs. Pratt

'
i ' ''

/

-
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-'

Dear

In memory of i e u enant Samue l Reeves Kee s l e r , Jr . , i ees l e r Ai r

Force Base wi11 be dedicating a facility in his honor which ili be

named the "Sp rit of Keesler Center.
" It is being designed as a

study and learning center for the many students who receive their

technical training here. The study area will contain historical

memorabilia from the past and wil] portray the spirit of excellence

that has alw ys existed at eesler--the same spirit that dominated

Sam Kee ler's life.

The dedication of the "Spirit of Keesler Center" will be on

Saturday, S Apri1 at 2:00 p.m. I would consider t an honor if you

and your f mily could be present as distinguished guests. We would

like to espec ally recognize members of the family of Sam Keesler ho

brought honor both to the State of Mississippi and the United St tes

of America.
If it is possible for you to be present for the dedic tion, please

not i fy y Inf orma i on Of f i cer , Maj or poran L. Hopki ns , who i l l be

making the arrangements for your visit. His address is KTTC/OI,
Keesler AFB, MS 39534 or you can reach him by telephone (601) 377-3901.

I wili be looking forward to meeting you at the dedication.
Sincerely

JOHN S. PUSTAY, M or eneral, USAFCommander
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K E ESL ER T E C HN IC A L T R A IN IN G C E N T E R
OFFIC E OF T HE COMMANDER

K ESLER AI R RCE A E, M 19 9 199 1PPI 3 6 ' 4

Mr. and Mrs. William Keesler
507 Sixth Avenue
Cleveland, MS 38732

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Keesler

In memory of Lieutenant Samuel Reeves Keesler, Jr., Keesler AirForce Base will be dedicating a facility in his honor whic will
be named the "Spirit of Keesler Ce ter.

" It is being designed as
a study and learning center for the many students who receive
their technical t aining here. The study area will contain
historical memorabilia from the past and will portray the spirit
of excellence that has always existed at Keesler--the same spirit
that dominated Sam Keesler's life.
The dedication of the "Spirit of Keesler Center" will be on Sa ur-day, 8 April at 2:00 p.m. I would consider it an honor if you and
your family could be present as distinguished guests. We wouldlike to especially recognize members of the family of Sam Keesler ,who brought honor both to the State of Mississippi and the United.States of America.
If it is possible for you to be present for the dedication, please
notify my Information Officer, Major poran L. Hopkins, who will be
making the arrangements for your visit. His address is KTTC/OI,Keesler AFB, MS 39534 or you can reach him by telephone (601)
377-3901.

I will b looking forward to meeting you at the dedication.
Sincerely

.
JOHN S. PUSTAY, Major Gen ral, USAF
Commander

. .

'
• b

•
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Ỳ
. - l

_- ; . -- : • ' . .
. ,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



•
•

_ _ _ C . : _ . . . _ - . _ . _ - f _ _ _ . _ . e
, ' ' . -. .

_ _
. - . - r '

- . _ - _ _ _ _ _

, .
` • '

. , .
. . , _ - • _ .

•
{ . . ,- . . t

.a /

i
. . .

_
. . - _

A
. _ . , t • _

_ _

- r . _
- / .

.
'

-

l
•

. 4 - . • . l
• i t ' S r - .

• i
-
C . , ,

r •

. .
r

- . . ., . - . . _ . . .
.

. _
- , !- . . .

~ . ,
._ -

Y . - . . " r . _- .l
-

y
- •

_ - _ ,
- . . . - '

` .-
- - .

- w . .
• . . . : . .

• . . .
. . . .

-
. .

'
-

. .
i

..
.

• . . . - . _l .. . . : .
• " . r • - • f . . _ . , .

, - . . . . • .
'

.- _ . . . • • 1
. . - . . . . . . , - . _

' . . • - - . ' . .
•

,
'
• - . ' ! . . . _ -

. . _ - .
. - .

•
^

. . . .
i

,•
• - .

.. . - -
!

-
.

'
•

. . . , . _
" - . . r

•
.

_-

- .
l

-

-

•
, . -

". . '
, .

{ • - r i
,

®

/ '
. -

.
'. + . . . . .:

I
. - . . , . _ _

_
. .

' a
.

'
- . .

" s
. .

•

.
• . 1 y

. , .
.

. .

. . .
'

r • .
.

. '
. . _

•

. . I _ _ .

_ . . . . _ . . _ . . , , .1. .
.. . . ' . L

y . _
-

. . A -

. _ - . . . . . - 1 - . . '
l

_ .
•

.. . . _ . .
- . . r . . . • . . - ' -. 1 . - - •

"
- .

. . - - . •
{ . .

•
: j

l ' - •
l r .

'
. '

'• •
- . . . . . ' . . -

•
. - . . .. _ •. ' '

. . . _ . . - .
. . _ .

.
-

. . . . . .. _ ! . . _ .. . r

l

•

I t 7 . . .
' '

•

.
'

,

•

- . .
. - - . _ . . . ,

*

_
.

.

. .

.
-

_

_
-

-
'

•
,

I p ,
- _ . . : - . . . _

,
- . _

- . .. . . . _ 1 _ .I

.
- -

•̀
• , „

{
.

, `
- ,

. . "
_ . .

:
- .

. a '
. . . . .

'
. . .

4 - r _ - .
S '

. ., _ . , • . .
:

:
. ,

f '
. .. . - • • . _

` ' 1

. ~ "
s •. . ' _ ..

.
" _ . s •

. _
'

-
_

.

- - •- - . . . .
: ' r - - _ . . _ •a' _ .

. v , •

. . . .
,

. ,
.

. . .
'

. . . . - _ -
r

.
I . 1 • : ,

_

, . .
. . . . - . .

_ , _ . : .
l

'
_

• •
, -

. . . . - . 1 y
=• .

I

. . _ . -

•

r7
.

-

. . .
"

. . . . . . .. . . '

- .

. . - . - . . .
: - • - -

.

'
- _ .

.
f ' ' . . . , .

1 • .1 , • '.

. .
. . . . . .

-

. . , _
.

. . .
. . , _ '

. ,
- _• r

. _-
' 1. . .. , . ._ .. . . . , , ' - . _ . .. .' . ' - . ,

•

. . , -
r. .

. . . l
. _ _

-
. . . . . . . . . . {

..

,
,

- - } -

• (
__ . .

• -
- r

•« , ." . , . f -__

r
.

. . _ , - : . . . . y . , 1 , _ . _ _ _
;,

-
', , _ •

:. r
_ . .

; l  , -

. _ . . . I .
' . • ' ' • - M . . - -. . • - . .

. -

: - .
r

. . . . . - . . / . - '- . . _ . -
.

.
. .

I I. • . .
•

, _ . .

• F " .
• .

y
. ' . . . . . . . . . _ . . .

.
. .

•

_ a

•

. .
' _ .

Y
_

'
. ._ . '

_
-

. " 1
.

t ; ' .
I

. .
•

1 . .

-

.
. _ _

1
. .

'
.

I ' .
•

.
.

a
'

-
- ' .

r
. (

.

I

{ • - . .
' '

^
> t

. ' . .
• ' '

1
!

,
l '

- . 1
.

' . '
.

 
- •

S J
. .

•
.. -

. .
.

•

•

. .
I I /

1 ' r
d

[
• I

•

7 " _ ' .

l
.

' -

-
-

f
l

P ' '

. .
.

- .

. . - ' • . .
-

:
.

. .
'

-
' `

.
• r - , .

' "
- r '-

j < , •

. - ,
' ' ' '

, ' , • . , . . _ ( - _
:, : - _ _ , _ . • •_ - - : • - r

.
_ . .,

*̀
. ,

r r
+ .

. .
, _

,
" •

_
y .

" '
.

-
. . .

: . • -
, -T

f -
e1

- . .
i ' . . . . - . . . . . i

i

• _. _ I .
`

. . , . . . '
- -!

,
-

• j ._ . -
L r • - '

-. . . . - _
w

. q , . . _
( .

.
.
.

.
.

. -
.̀ -

, • '
- .

.
J

_
'r _ .

_ . • . . 1 _ . : .
T r .

-
- . • . .' . .

j .
. .- -

. . . .

-
. - . . . . -. - ... .. - .

'
. . .. . - •

-• . . -
x Y ' - r . . ' ' _ ' . -S . - . • - _ _ .

N ' ' 7 - , ,
S / • . .

, . •
:
. .

.
. . _

i
_ • . _

-
_ :. ' ',,_ , - , r • _ .

. . - - - 1
-. _ _ . 1 '

. [ . • r c -
'. _ . •.:

c
- .

. . . .. . i
- • - .

- v - - . - . : . . r
.

. .. • . •• _ . . .• ' - , -
. -s -

- ' . .

1
' . -

,
..

•" ' . . • _

-
.

i
_ . - - '

p
. . `

-
.

:

r . .. (
r - r '

. 1 -, . _

, _- , .
Y

. .
_

' - 1
_

'
. .

_ .
. '

f
. . -r .

' •

I ' '
- . .

- . . -
• . . ' .

J
. .

- ! ' . . - y - •

. .S F
r

-
, ,

w •
v L .

. .
. . . , ,

' . . • .

- .
' 2 . . -

. . , • • , . - a l , , . . .
. '-

:
: ,

:
-

.
;

r

:
. . . . . . ,

- .
° { ' . .

.
r

l
' ' •

,.,
, . . - ! .s _ -

'
•

. . _
{

,. . . . •. x ' - s -.

. - . . _ ' - -. . - • '-
f

. - y •
.

•
. r

. -
..

- . r „ . . . . . • -
:. . - . , -

:
, . :

C
. - • - a

. .
-

,
' . •

r . •
. .r

-
L

. ' -

'

. .
.

'
, - .

'
- '

~
^ . - . ..

•

_
` - . •

- V .
J (

1 t ' a '
. , • .

4 :

.
; . r :

r

- - .
. . : '

-
c ' ! r l , -..

  , ., . • .
` _ . , . _ . '

•

I . ` ' "
, .

` ' , • , . 1' { -
.

- -
• . -

_
- - • -

. •
'' r -

. • . -
'.

, .
.

. / . _
. .

.
1

, .
r

. -
. . _ .. . ._ .

-' • . ' - ' r ' - - . _
. . * , _ .

' . •r „ ..
. • ' . " ' .

_
. . . . . -

_

' •

_
.: " . , . . . - .

" ` - - ' , - ' ••
- e ' . ± : ' •

,
' . - . :

, • - _
'

. ,_ < • '

'
.

' -
_ .

'
-

. . . . i
•.

•
, r , • _ - J

.
l , . .. a . . .

N . . .
-
- . .

- . ` . 1 - } ' 9 . ' . - . . . r
. . . . . - . . • " _

(
._ .

_ . .
_

• ' - . - . ! "

-

.

.

^ .

. - •

t ..
I . . .

. .
.

r ` - . .
- .

. . . . •
. " '

y
' J

.
- 1

.
' •

. , _ •J . .- . . . •
. .

-• ' .
'

-
• '

_
7

•4 .,
r

•
. . 4 - . P . . . . .

'
-

. . -
. ,

-

'
,

'
,

. - , ( _ . .
.

r

- .
-

.t .

•

s
_ - . .

.
'•

'

_ .

-

.
-

' •
7 '.

; i ) '
.

-

! N . J - e
. r . • ' [

! . • _ • . . .
I I • . < '

.
' /

i .L . .
_ . ' _ r

. L

• .
. . _ . .

$ . )
-

-
- . . C

.
; I - _ . .- rl

• • ! }
' • • ¢

' G . - ' _.
.

- ; ` - . . • .
f

- . . .
1 •

. . .
r '

-_ • •
_

" i . M
.

- .
3

.. - _ . . . a
.

. '
T _ . _ - . . . • .

. .
• - '

_ . , , L - . . -
•

- _
' ! . > ' . - '

. . .

.

.
.

. ' • I

,

P
' 4

-
a .1 -

. -
• " y

--

•
' .

-

- '
a

-. . . . . _
- .f L

,

, ' t A
.. . •

. . -.
.

`

. . , - - - ; -
. .

, 'r . -. •
_

. 1 - ..
. . .

!
. . c•_ . .. . .,

-

- , •

'
- ' . *

.
-

.
• -

. , . > f. •
-

- . .
F

. r . c : . .
b

. - i . f
. _ .

r .
-

' • - .
J J . _ _ . - - -

- , . . . . _ . . - -
_

-

. .
'

. -
( •,

•

. . .
•

--• ' +
f .

r
. r . .

_
}

_
_

• -

_
1 _

]
-

- . _ -
.

' r . r •
.

. - .
- _ .

- '
.
-

_
'

- . - _
r r • -

_
• - .

•

R
. . . '

_
.

. i .
/

_
r , l - . . . . - "l . - . -. . ' • . j

C

,: : _
-

-
- . . . : ' L •

.
. - • • _ . . .

1
- - - . . - - . . . . ' • . .

'
• . - . • r . . . . . - . y _ - r

. - . • ( _ . ,.,.

•
•



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

i „. •

.
ICOPY i

2 24/76
,.

Mrs. Ed Hunter Steele
Rosemary-on-the- allahatchie-- reenwood, Mississippi

Dear Sir,
`

It has always been an honor to our family that Keesler Air Force

Base was named after Sam. We are again thrilled to hear from you that

a library will carry his name.
Following is a list of names and addresses of relatives of Sam

Keesler and how hey are kin.

I. William (Sam's brother) and Elizabeth Keesler, Cleveland, Miss.(you have) . .
1
. Daughter - Betty Keesler

Mr. and Mrs. William T. Straehle4034 Crescent Rd. '
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

. ;. - . . :
I I . Mrs . Lani e r Prat t .

( El l a Fount ai n Kees l e r) ;
III. Mrs. Monroe Gilmour.

(Mary Nash Keesler)

IV. Mrs.;John Bowlware.
(Charlotte Keesler) (Ella Fountain is sending you

II, III and IY names' addresses and their children. These are Sam
Keesler's sisters.

)

V. Mr. John Lawrence Pitts
2300 Horseshoe Drive

,
Alexandria, LA 71301

Isabel Keesler (recently deceased wife of John Pitts) - sister of Sam.
1. Mr . and Mrs. Rober t Wol f e

5825 Navaho Trail
Alexandria, La. 71301

Clara Wise Pitts (wife of Robert Wolfe and niece of Sam)
. ,

2. Mr. and Mrs. H. A.
(Tony) Miller

5812 Hiawatha Court .Alexaridria, La. 71301

(Isabel Keesler Pitts - wife of Tony and niece of Sam)
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r ~ ,.
f3. Dr. and Mrs. R,C. (Robert} Morrison

36 Brown's Bend Rd. c
Alexandria, La. 71301 ,
Charlot Keesler Pitts wife of Robert Morrison and niece of Sam) '

;
VI. Mrs. Ethel Keesler Duncan (Sam's sister) ;

201 Eas Cleveland
Greenwood, Miss. 38930 '

.1. Mr. and Mrs. J. L.
(Jimmy} Seawright

155 Wooster St.New York, New York 10012

Mimi) Mabell Garrard Seawright (daughter of Ethel and niece of Sam}

2. Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hunter-Steele1440 Granc 61vd. •Greenwood, Miss. 38930

Charlotte Keesler. arrar
d Steele (daughter of Ethel and niece of Sam}

.. . !
Hope this is not too confusing and that you can read it. I wish I

. ;
coul d type . •

••Looking forward to seeing you in the near future. ,

Si ncerely , .••,

,_
•

. . Charlotte G. Steele. .

•. . • ,
.

.
. . 1

,
I

•'

.
. . ,

I

• :,
• .

. . s
' i
.

• , I

•. .
.

. 1
, •-- - -- - - -- - - __
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ro n on e oria re pterian urc
outhern ine , o t arolina 2838?

Ma ch 28 , 1978

Maj . Doran L . Hopkins
In fo m atio n O ff icer

KT TC /O 1

Keesler Air Force Base
Mississippi 39534

Dear Major Hopkins :

Let me express my appreciation for your invitation to attend

the dedication of the new Keesler Training Center . I f nd

that my schedule will perm it my wife , Betsy nd me to be

present for this great occasion in the Keesler fa ily .

I will be driving my wife and her mother , Mrs . Monroe Gil ou

down on Friday , Apri1 7th .

Again , thank you and General Pustay for ur kind invitation

and know that I look forward to meeting you at the dedication .

Sincerel s

Ha l E . yd , Jr .

HE H/p t
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.,
.' OfFICE OF FO ATION

KEESLE AFB, MS

TO
c g a9 arc 1978

cc

Attached for si ture is a letter to e. Jo N.Boulware, si ter of Lt ees er, ack o ledging her
not to you.

.
O AN L. fl OPR NS, a r , OS F 1 At ch

C e , I f o t on Di i i on I t r

J ' ' "

/ "
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..,. : .
_ DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

.
.

. H E A D Q U A R T E R S K E E S L E R T E C H N I C A L T R A I N I N G C E N T E R ( A T C ) • - `

K E E S L E R A I R F O R C E B A S E , M I SS I SS I P P I 3 . : `
i;

. : ,
I ' :

. 29 M rch 1978 ;, ,; ..
.
. :r

;

r

.
1

.Mr , and Mrs . Wi l l i am Ke es l e r ':;;
50 7 Si x t h Av enue ,Cleveland, MS 38732

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Keesler •

I am very pleased that you will be able to attend the dedication
ceremoaies of the S irit of Keesler Center. To aid you upon your .
arrival, I am enclosi g a map of the base. Room reservation have

.
been ade for you at the ba'se for Friday and Saturday nighte. You -

; can register and obtain your room key at the Shaw House upon your :
arrival. There will be no charge for your room .

The facilities of the Officers Club, which is within walking distance
of Shaw House, will be available to you for your meal Friday evening. •
We will provide tra sportation for yoa Saturday morning for breakfa t
at the NC Club. We are also plan in a tour for you of the base °
a f t e r br eakf as t . You wi l l f i nd a s che du l e i n your room. ..
If you need any assistance prior to or after your arrival at the base,
please do ot hesitate to contact•me at the office (377-2783) or at
home (388-4066). ,

. .
Sincerely

.DORA L. P IN , a or, USA 1 Atch
Chief, Info m tion Division Keesler A B Map & -

- Keesler New '

•

.

'
,

r ,
•

' .
t

' AIR FORCE- A GREAT WAY OF LIFE

. ,
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i •
DEPAR MENT OF TH E AIR FO RCE :

• HEADQUARTERS KEESLER TECHNICAL TRAINING CENTER / ATC ` \ `)
KEESLER AIR F RCE BASE, MISSISSI PPI 39 34

''

ATTN O F:
KTTC/ OI 30 March 1978

SUSET: Dedi cat i on of "Spi ri t of Keesl er Cent er "

T: KTTC/ LGT D

1. About 20 distinguished guests of the base will be here 8 pril 1978
to attend dedication ceremonies for the "Spirit of Keesler Cen r."

2. Request a 29-passenger bus be made available to transport this group
for most of the day Saturday, 8 April 1978. If possi le, please assign

- AlC Raymond W. Daigneault to drive'the bus for this group.
3. The itinerary; although not yet finalized, will include the following:

Time Event.
0750 • Pick up group at Shaw House •

• 0800 Breakfast at NCO Club
.. ,0930 ' • Center Br i ef i ng at Hewes Hal l ;•

1030 • Orive-around tour of the base •
•' 1115 Return to quarters

,
1230

,
Lunch at Locker House dining f cility

:
'
•

1345 Baard bus for,
drive to dedication ceremonies

at the Spirit of Keesler Center, Bldg 7202
(formerly the CIC)

•
_

1600 • , Nothing currently planned, ut driver and bus
should be on call through the dinner hour.

'•4. Please refer any problems with this request to SSgt Denise Cornella
•

at ext. 3604. . ,

. ORAN C. P INS, Ma or USAF rChi ef , Info at i on Di vi si on
. .

.
• , . . r _

•
' ••

i
, t

.

. Pr epa e the l lan .
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, STAFF RY SHEET

T O A C T IO N / IO N A T U R [ (S A p ) T O A C T I A T [ S Q J

CCE I nf o °

C I nf o '

CC I nf o

•
r .

.

, t /
'

/ /1 N A M [ O A C T IO N O I I I C [ / A H A D / Y I O L O Y P 1 ' / 1 T / P [ N / [ O A T
1

Ma'or Ho kins OI 3901 cs -• u s [ c p w [ _S irit f Ke sl r C nt dicati n c g g
/ u M A R Y

1. The purpose of this paper is _to give you an update on the dedication of the"Spirit of Keesler Center". The dedication is set for 8 April at 1400 hrs.
2. I have spoken a second time by telephone with William Keesler {brother) andhis wife of Cleveland, Miss. They do plan on being here for the dedication. Ihave told them that ,

they will be treated as honored guests.
3. Since Mr. Keesler is elderly, he will need transportation to the base.

Throughthe help of Col. Matt Thompson of the ROA, I have contacted Major Lawton K. Owens(
.
USA, Ret) of Cleveland who will transport Mr. & Mrs Keesler to and fr the base.Major Owens is currently a professor of business at Delta State Colle inCleveland.

4. I have reserved VIP cottages for Mr. & Mrs William Keesler and Major and MrsOwens. Protocol funds will pay for the billeting.
5
. Fifteen invitations to the rest of the Keesler family will be mailed out thisweek. Billeting of these family members will have to be addressed after we knowwho will be coming.
6. Lt. Veillon is handling invitations for our civilian guests.
7. Major Wilson is planning the dedication ceremonies. We will use the Drum &' Bugle and/or band for the ceremony. A coffee and cake reception is planned atthe Spirit of Keesler Center following the dedication using protocol and informa-ti n funds.

-DORAN L. OP INS , Maj or , USAF
Chief, Info mation Division

. * cy ;

- ' t i

F
AP R 1
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Mem o to G en Pu stay

Sub j : Sp ir it of K ee sler C enter Ded icat ion

Tim e: Saturday , 8 Apr , 1345.

Unifo : Co bination Two

Reserv d parking has been arranged for General and Mrs Pustay . This

reserved garkinq place is next to the Sp irit Of Keesler Cent•.er sign on

"C" Street .
. .

T e Drum and Bugle Corps will begin the festivities at 1330. Recommend

General and M s stay arrive at the Spirit of Keesler Center at 1345.
•

Guests will be entertained by the'Drum and Bugle Corps outdoors until

General and Mrs Pustay arrive and the receiving line is formed.

0 Receiving Line : , .

• Capt obert G . Watson
MGen P stay
M s Pustay
Co l Do n Wen ze l

Lorraine Wenzel •

the receivin line i formed , the doors will be opened to the visitors.
Once g

y Pe r s o nne l :

Major Jerry and Annette 0 'Keefe

Major Jack and Linda Barnett '

• ayor Pat and Ethelyn Connor

Bill and Anne Simms, President, Biloxi Chamber of Co erce

Jack and Aebecca Thompson, President, Gulf ort 'h ber

Col Clint and Maureen Kinard , USAF (Ret ), Chair an , Military

Affairs Committee , Biloxi Ch ber

Le ood and Annie Jane •Sawyer, Chai n , Military Affair Cc,m ittee ,

- Gulfpo t Ch mber
Bishop Joseph How ze

•• Jimmy and Betty Goodwin
Franklin and Rose Kyle , .
on and June wylie •

Bill and Johnnie McManus
• Peter and Sandy Halat

•
Robert and Mary ahoney

_
Mi ke Gh a nc e .
Bill and Sylvia Bailey , xecutive Director lfport Chamber

Judqe Danny and Margaret Gu .ce

u and Donna Langlin8ls
Jerry nd Virgini Hcrmetz '

.

_ _ . . . -- . . . • . _ . . .. _. .. . .. . - . _ . . , ._ - ----- -
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Jerry a arbara Lawson
SMSgt Joe and Esther . eters, USAF (ret ), President, RetiredNCO A sociation
CMSg Cecil and Helen Grant, USAF (Ret )Col Westleigh and Eve Carlseen, USAF , (Ret ) representing theRetired Officers ' Association

s i g e n e Eu b a n k , US AF ( Re t )
BG n'

a
e tty Do rris , USAF (Re t )

BGen and s William D. t, USAF (Ret )Col Louis and Prudence Cyr , USAF (Ret)
r Co l a,

d IC r l Ei ckenme ye r , USAF ( Re t )' n
At the end of the receiving line , hostesse will g ide our gue to• the site of the next activity .

en the g ests are in the SKC , e receiving line will disband. Gen and•s PustaY . the Keesler fam ily representative and y and rs o 'Keefewill ove to the iu , General Pastay will ake welcome remarks andintroduce Keesler fa ly membe s.

Following G n Pustay 's remarks, he will introduce Mayor Jerry 0 'Keefeand invite he mayor to make remarks.
- Following Mayor O 'Keefe 's remarks , Gen Pustay introduces a Keesler fam ilrne er to make remarks.

y

Following e fa i ly member 's remarks,me ber will cut
n tay and a Keesler familyhe .r

ibbon which will be placed on the archway enter nginto the new Ke sler Room section of the buildinq.
Following the ribbon cutting and photos being taken, n Pustay will leadthe Keesler family and guests to the veiled portrait.

e of the Keesler f m ily me bers will be asked to draw the cord (unveil )the Sam Keesler por ait, painted by rty Brazil.
Following the u veiling , Gen Pustay presents an encased flag to the• Keesler fa ily me b r . T e flag case is inscribed :

To the Kee er F mily
- From the Men and Women

of Keesler Air Force Base
- 8 April 1978

Following the presentation of the flaq, the Kees er le Chorus willpresent a usical program .

Reception begins following the musical selections.
I will provide you with 3x5 cards cue

i
nq your various functions on Friday ,7 April.

,.
A copy •of thi memo i11 be aent to the q e ers for Mre uetay .

t)
"

.
j )

DA "S • EI LON, 2 t , USAFi'e n t e r Pr o t o c o l

- .
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- - - - - -

fFICE OF INFORAT'I N

KEESLER A B, MS

T CC 10 Apri l 1978

CC

The Keesler f mily t©1d e that the portrait of
Lt eesler in the Offi ers' Club is a very poor
likeness of him. They stated that Sa Keesler
had much stronger features than are sho n

.
in he

portrait. They asked that the portrait be re oved
and replaced by a better one.

Irs. 6ilmour, his sister, told me that she ould
be sending me om additional p otos of Lt Keesler
a d asked me o do. what T coul d to have a new
portrait painted.

Wi h your concurrence, I will discuss wit
h Training

Services the possibility of having a ew portrait
painted.

DORAN L. HO INS, or, USAFChi ef , Inf o at on Di vi s on

' . 1

v ' , r 7 '

' ,

fi
; , .

I 1.

J J _ Lt ' e '
' -c
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• OFFICE OF O ATION-
KEESLER AFB, MS

T0: CCC 10 Apri l 1978
CC

Attached for your information s a letter hichI sent to Channel 13 today.

D RAN L.HOPKINS, Ma,or, USAF l chCh ef, Information Divlsfvn

I"

I
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i

f10 April 1978 'i
Mr. Mike McC ll
Sun- Her Edi t or . ,

l
Gulf Publ shing C mp ny '
P.O. Box 4567
Bilox , S 39531 '

,
Dear Mr . McCal l

I want to compliment reporter Lloyd Gr and photographer Bill
Elmore for their autstanding support n cover ng the Splr t o
Keesler Center dedication. Our ca n nder and others have praised
he Sun-Her ld article.

The co bined efforts of both reporter and photographer produced a
very lnformative account of Saturd 's histor cal event. -

I lso appr ciate the placement of the stor and the depth o th ,
artlcle.
Sincerely '

SIGNED
DO I L. HOPKI NS, M or , U M

,
t

ol and WeeksCh1ef, Infor at on Division I
i

.

.
;
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