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Post n rked May 9, 1919
U.S. Army M.R.E.S.Lt WPKeesier
316 F

.
A.A .E.F

rs S.R. Keesler
G eenwood iss
U.S.A.

316th F.A. A.E.F.May 7 1919

De est Mother,

We are all excited over turning over o material & etc, tu ing it back to the
O.M.C., Ord, Sig Corp, & Engineers.

We have been pa kaging, maki g inventories &
etc all t is week. You should see the amount of stuff a regiment can get together in six to
eight months. I don't know where it a 1came fr om.

We don't care very much where it
goes to, a er out receipts are signed. Capt . Glentwort is h dling all of that, leaving me
the motors to keep go ng. Tomorrow I've got to m ke a trip to Bourg to get some pa t
replaced. e turned in a lot of our spa e parts and now all the tru ks are taking a notion
to break down. It se s like they should be good now we are so near the end

.

Honest we are as excited as if we were to sail next week, we have only just gone
into the hands of the S.O.S. We may not sail for amonth yet. But the strai of not
know ng whetherwe a e going home orto Germany is relieved and we don't care about
but one thing. HOME.

We spend most of the time when not n the Road Detail, playing baseb ll. That is
the Batt eries do. I myself being on Special Duty don't get much b playing to do. Even
for all that I'm p ay ng left fi eld on the o i er's team (Regimental) nd am hitting the
ball ha d. Last game I got three hits including a triple. T e Road Detail is the men who
are det led d ly to go out under the supervision of a Engineer Lieut. To fi x up the
Roads aro nd Chateauvillain We have about ten miles f r ad to fi x up. T e American
truck and auto mobile while fine to ride in re the r in of the French rock road .

The weather is wonderfu now. Such a change fr om the snow a d ra n of last
week. T e s n shines, the trees are getting reen fast, the bird are si ging and
every ng is wonderful. O e can lmost forget the b d weather when we have such
weather as this.

L st night our ban d gave us a conce rt . They have been away on a trip to Nice and
we have been suff ering fr om the lack of music.

We sure did enjoy the concert . The trip
seems to have improved them.
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From the papers it seems that we are going to have Peace before long. I'11be
glad. w e of the A.E.F. won't ever under stand just how much history we have had a
hand in aking. History & Geography will be hard subject now. Question on Exam in
History. 1. Give the causes of the Great War. 2. W y did not Polan d get Dan tig while
Japan got that China place? I sure do want to see the final draft of the Peace Treaty. The
Treaty will have no e ect of ourcoming home tho. We are on the way now.

Chaplin (sic) Arnie had to leave to go up to the Army of Occupation. He was
selected out of a number of Chaplins who had volunteered. He is going up into Ger an y
to one of the regiments in the Regular A y. He hated to go but felt like if they needed
him, it was his duty to go. We hated to see Charlie go too. He is a fine man as fine as
an y I ever knew.

I'be just had to go out and fix up a F in an who had a broken down machine
(motorcycle}. I heard too that some rd. Men hadjust ome to take over our guns &
tractors. I'm sure glad believe me. We start loading them tomorrow.

Must stop & go se
them.

Best of love to very one of you & lots for yourself. I'm very happy now.

Your devoted son
w illiam
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Officers Mail
From Lt WPKeesler
316th F.A.A.E.F.Mrs S

.
R. Keesler

Greenwood Miss
U.S.A.

316th F.A. May 11/ 19

Dearest Mother,

To-day is mother's day but why say just to-day when with me every day is my
mother's day. But to-day is supposed to be more and it is. It is the day before I start
back to you. We leave tomorrow at 7:15 P.M. for the camps near the port s_ It is a great
day for that reason. To come back home to mother, those words mean lots, more than I
can v ite. It will not be long now before I can talk to you instead of wri ting an d then
won't we be happy together. It will be wonder ul. We must go to Montreat too this
summer.

For a whole week we have done nothi g but pack & turn in equipment.
When

one sees al the materi al which 1S00 men can get together in six months one wonders. We
will finish tomorrow and then there will be no more worry.

I will have the pleasure of
turning back in the same trucks I drew way back in September. We have only 8 of them
le now. Then when that is over, I go to catch the regiment. I will be glad when the time
comes.

There are a11sort s of rumors out. The best sounding one is that we will go
straight to t e port an d not wait for a few weeks in the Lamo s area. That cert inly won't
make me mad at all.

This aft er noon I went down to Chaumont to tell Ed goodby. I spent a couple of
hours with him. He gave the pict res I'm enclosing. He came up to-night too . We had
quite a litt le chat together. He doesn't know what will become of himself. There is a
rumor out that GHQ will be moved to Paris. But he hopes to be home in a couple of
months. He asked me to tell the U.S. hello an d give his love to every one of you. He left
here about a hour an d a half ago to go to Chatillon SIS to see if he could find a friend of
his who had some pictures Sam took while he was at school at Chatillon. I sure hope be
gets them. He will come back by here in an hour or so.

To-day I got your two lett ers wri ten just aft er you had received my letter fr om
Chateauvillain. I thank you for the papers & letters too. I sure do enjoy them. Charlott e
is getting along fine. Too bad about her eyes but that will come out O.K. Aunties letters
were very interesting too. She sure does keep her self busy helping others. But that is
Auntie.
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Saturday we had our last review. The colonel reviewed us an d aft erward
presented Bty C. wit a ba ner for being the champion batt er of the Regiment. I missed
this a I had to m ke a trip to Laugre s for some white wheel be ing. It seems like I
never am lucky enough to be here when we do anything big. A er t e review our
of icers team played t e 3] 8th of icers team. We got beat 4 to 3. It must have been a
good game. I hated to miss it as I had made the team and was going to play le field

.Maybe we will get a ch ce to play again later. I hope so.

I hope when we get to LeMons that we won't have to stay there any length of
time. But that we can get right out for home. The sooner, the bett er for me. I should
think we should be going by the middle of June. I hope so . It is certain that af er we get
home we cer ainly don't stay in amp long. Fo y eight hours is the limit. I guess we can
sta d that.

I received a letter fr om Lou Chambliss about the Alumni Association of Beta
Thet Pi. He is ca ling for all Davidson men to meet on May 20 at Davidson to discuss
the future of the chapter at Davidson. Sure wish I could be there. But there is not a
chan ce.

I wonder when D.
C

. closes this year.

T e pictures were taken the Sunday I spent with Ed
. Not very good but they

show what the car looks like. That will be about as close a I will ever get to the four
stars.

The pictures I had made of myself didn't turn out well. I'll h ve some more made
later.

Must close. Am well. With the very best of love to all and lots foryou.

Yow devoted son
William
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Postmarked May 21, 1919
U.S. Army M.R.E.S.Lt WPKeesler
316 F.A.Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
U.S.A.

Oisseau Le Petite France
3 16th F.A Amer. Ex. Force
May 18, 1919

Dea est Mother,

I'm not so sure whether this lett er will get home before I do or not. It may & it
might. If the present "dope" works out we will sail the 23 of May putting me HOME by
June l st. Am I happy well I guess. We left Chateauvillain Tuesday 13. The regiment
lad left Monday as I told you. I stayed over a d y later to take the transport ation to the
Dump at Bour . We tu ned in 33 vehicles Tuesday d caug t the train for Tours. We
then got here a day later than the regiment aft er a very hard t p My but we have been
working since we got here. Gett ing everything tumed in, checked up, passenger lists
made & a dozen or so other things. The poor company clerk has been working day and
night a d expects to continue so till the 23rd. We expect to be inspected Monday or
Tuesday and go to the post. Brest or St. Nazaire. Sailing Thursday. Gett ing home about
the first of June. Oh but that is good, isn't it.

Must close. Best love, William
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ESTERN UNION WEEK-END LETTER

BREST J N E 1 19 19 N
A FORCE

Historical Rese rch Agency
S R KEESLER axwe l A [ , AL 361!2- 24

GREEN WOOD MISS

SAILING BREST MINNESOTA NEWPORTNEWS

K EESLER

833AM

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -

WESTERN U ON TELEGRAM

CAMPHILL VA 158PM JUN E 9 19 19

S R KEESLER

GREENWOOD MISS

ARR VED TODAY SA E AND WELL ADDRESS CAMPSTUART VA

WILLIAM

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

WESTERN NION TELEGRAM

C MP STUART VA JUNE 12 1919

S R KEESLER

GREENWOOD MISS

ORDERED TO CAMPSHELBY HATTIESBURG FOR DEMOBILIZATION WILL (missi g)

TUESDAY HOPE TO BE T HOME BY JUNE 25 ILL WIRE WHEN I LEAVE

AND ENROUTE HOPE TO GET TO RICHMOND SUNDAY AM IN CH RGE OF

SMALL DETACHMENT OF MEN

W LLIAM
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Post C rd
Jun 19 19
The American Red Cross
nformation Serv ice

Newport News VA
Mr. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss.

Newport News, VA Jun 9, 19 19

Have just a ived at th s port safely and am feeling well. My stay here will be too short
(probably two or three days) for you to try to see me. Our pro ram is to go quickly to camps
near home for dischaz ge. If,

however, an ything develops that necessitates your ommunicating
with me, telegraph or telephone the Information Serv ice of the American Red Cross at t is port ,
giving number of my regiment. They will do their best to locate me or forward a message to the
demobilization camp. Love. William
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Postmarked Jun 10, 1919
Stu rt Branch, Newport News VA
YMCA
"WITH THE COLORS"
To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
G eenwood, Miss.

June 9
, 19 19

Dear Moth er,

Ju t got in this morn ing. Happy - well I guess. A three mile hike in a boiling hot sun
couldn't make us stop smiling. Had a good trip over on the U.S.S. Minnesota, k nd of slow but
very smooth. Wasn't sick at all

. Am well & fat now and feeling fine. We don't know how long
we will have to stay here but three or four days should see the 316th mustered out I hope.

Just called up Elizabeth. She was real surprised to hear me on the end of the phone. Am
hoping to be able to go up there for a night at least.

Will write later an d in detail.

Best of love, William
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Postmarked Jun 16, 19 19
Stuart Branch, Newport News VA
Visitors House
Camp Stuart
Newport News, Va.

June 15, 1919

Dear Folks,

Being in Ca p Stuart is worst than being in France. Never s w such a place before. One
can 't do a thing but wait an d wish & long to be away. It won't be long now before we start
towards Camp Shelby. One can 't say how long we will be on the way tho. I will wire you while
I'm on the way. I guess we will go to Birmingham an d from there straight to Hattiesburg. I hope
to be there by the 20 or 21 and be home by the 25

.
But one can never telling the Army.

Since my las t lett er from Fr ce we have been moving around right good deal
.

The
regiment left Chateavillain May 12. I was left behind with a detachment to turn in what motor
equipment we had left . I next left the 13, turned in the motors & etc the same day an d c ught the
train to Lours that night. Arrived in Lours the 14 an d caught a tr ain to La Man s gett ing there at
night. Spent the night there and w ordered to La Hutte where the Regiment was . We got there
the morning of the 15 very tired but glad to be back. Everyone was su prised to see us so soon,
but they did not understan d the way we felt about getting left by the regiment. La Hutt e is in the
center o Normandy. I can now appreciate that song Where its Apple Blossom Time in
Norman dy for when we were there it was that time. Never saw such a beautiful country in my
life. Everything was fl owers, lilacs, wisteria, fruit blossoms & all kinds of wild fl owers. The
people were different too . They took us in and were determined that we should have a good
time.

The litt le kids were great. There were a couple at the house where I stayed that Ijust
wan ted to bri ng home with me. It was a different sort of Fran ce that we had been used to an d we
sure enjoyed it. They enjoyed the Americans too. Our band gave a concert every aft ernoon d
the whole village tu ed out to listen. We were happy too.

We spent about a week or a little more then moved to Brest. Brest Camp is the most
wonderful place I ever saw.

I can see no reason for the criticisms that have been poured at it.
We (sic) one thinks about what would happen to one of our camps over here if it rained some
250 days out of the year. Why it couldn't help the mud. But even at that it has everything bcat I

ever saw. The (sic) delouse, equipe and examine about 1700 men in 20 or 30 minutes. Our stay
in Brest was about five days.

On 28 we marched down to the boat,
happy and content. Our boat the Minnesota left at 3

P.M. that eve ing an d by 5 France as gone fr om sight an d those ten months went in the past to
exist only as a memory . We had fairly good quart ers on board the boat. It was crowded of

course but as we took the southern route by the Azores the men stayed on deck most of the time.
For 12 days we sailed the seas over almost the same route Columbus took. It was wonderful.
The sea was very smooth except on two or three days. They (sic) last two days it looked like a
l ke instead of an oce n. But we were mighty glad to see Cape Henry coming up out of the e rly
morning mist on June 9th. We landed at 9 o'clock. There were but few people down to meet us.
We had slipped in a day ahead of schedule however.
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Ever since then we have been here, w sting time mostly. The regiment broke up day
before yesterday. Most of it going to Camp Lee, Va. I have to wait u til Tuesday before I ca
leave. But it is coming slowly.

Yesterday I was up to Richmond for a few how s. Had a wonder u time of course. They
we e all looking well. Never saw Elizabeth look bett er but maybe ten months has something to
do with that. They are expecting to go to Montreat the first week in July. I g ess that will be
about the time you will go up won't it.

The other night I had supper with Mildred Spunier (Mrs Topp). We had a fi ne time.

Must stop now. Am well and very anxious to get home.

Best love.Your son, William
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From Box 126
Emory Univ ., GA
To Mr. W. P. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

Emory Univ ., Ga.Nov 25, 19 19

Dear Bill:

I have just returned form taking exercise an d am rather shaky, but guess my writing will
be legible.

Some two or three weeks ago was in town with Emery Flinn d a young lady fr om
Agnes Scott. I the cour e of our conversation I was very surprised d glad to learn that yo r
sister Charlotte is in school here. Lois McInty e (the young lady we were with) and Charlotte are
club sisters. As yet I have not been able to meet her, tho I have been out to Agnes Scott twice

d mainly to try to see her. This aft ern oon, however, I called up Lois an d made arrangements
to meet both her and Charlotte in town tomorrow a ern oon. Wish you could join us.

By the way, do you plan to come to Atlanta this year, either to see Charlotte or on your
way to Davidson? Try to arran ge such a trip for I know we could have a good time.

This is my r t year at Emory University, just beginning a three year theological course.Fortunately I like every hi g fine, tho it really can't compare with old D.C.

Write me. My regards to Maynard, Guy, etc.)

Yours in KJ
La ens
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1 at A. C.

de r i l l i :

I g l t o .re por t o y
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a n y t h i n r s h e i d o i n ; - - rrh i ch I t h i n i s h o ws a mb i t i o n .

Te l l I s a b e l l e h e h a s " my v o t e a nd i n f l u e n c e "

: h e p o l
. t

i c i a n s e y , i n h e r r a c e t o b e Iia y u e e n - - -
s h e s r i l y oun s t a r t i n g o u t t o b e a n e l e c t e d u e e n
a l t h o u r;h i n t h e h e a r t s o f t h o a e wh o l o v e h e r s k e i s

l r e a d y u e e n - - - f o r I t h i n h e i s o n o f yh e e we e t -
est ,

loveliesi, irls I now---and I proud of her as

y n ne s a k e , a omeh o h e g e t s t h e r e a r e n u i n e a d mi -
r a t i o .n d l o v e o f e o l e - - - - - s t o my c omi n t o h e r
g r a d u i n n b - - - - m •;o n t t r y - - i t e n e n . .s on
t ' e d a t e - - - - o _n n o l e c h e r e u n t l l t . a b o u t t e
1 t h o f J - - - f o r b u s i n e a r a a n s - - - a n d i f e r t h ' s
t o o 1 : c - : t e r - i t n . y - - I c m

o g t o t
_ .h a t e y o u r i l a n s f o r t i e ' s e r r

I t s e l e e r l y t o k n o •r=- I gu e s s - - - b u t I a o n - "
dering you were oing at all or h d other nlana----
p.e r h a =̀ ; o _

h a v en ' t g i v e n i t y t h ou 1 t e y e t - - - - - - -
or ; e r h a ; : ou a n d Pr o t h e r r e wa i t i n u n t i l l a t r o n .

' Yea , e r-- di ? th in o you on the eleventh --yesterday

we e k a c - - - t d o e s n t s e e m t we n t y f i v e y e a r a a g o s i n ce
t h a t n e v er - t o - e - f or g o t t e n n i ;h t wh e n y o u r r c o u s b o y
c e f or u 11 t o l a v e - - - a n d t h i n I wa wi : u ou
nd Janie too , how the year ;;o by e wouldn 't

n o t i c t h e s e a s t t e n t y f i v e y e a r s i f l e a s i t u s - - -
b u t l e a we e t :: e o r y we a v e o f h : - - - t h e k n a wl e d g e

h a t h e l i v e d l l t h v s e y e a r s i n s u c Y}e r f e c t l a r mo n y
r i t h t l e h gh e r t h i n ; e o f l i f e, a n d t h e n g a v e h i s y o u n
l i f e t t o t h e r s i ; t l i v e on ma k e s u a r e a l i z e t h a t
k?i s co mi n > a r.

d ; o i n ; wa s p l a e b vd - - - - t h i n : o f

. i d a i l y - - - n e v e r 1o o ' u i a t h i s p i c t u r b u t o :ra n y
t h o - ; h t o f h i m c o e t o e - - - - on h s b i r t : .a y ' pu
s o e b e a u t f u l i n k o l e a n d e r s b y h i n i c t u r e i n me mor y .
o f h i m- - - t h e o l e a n d e r r e s o ' e a u t i f u l n c . - - - wi s h
I could send you o:e but ti

_iey would not eep intr neit .
Sorry Fannie alton is not well--give h er y love when

o u s e e h e r - - - o f t e n t h i n o f h e r - - - a h e a n d Sa m wo u l d
h ave been so happy .

Gh ad J a i e i e n o i n ; r v i l e
c

t
y l o w

qu i t e c n g n r e e n o - - - ne r
c omt r e t o wh e n s h e w . t h e r e l a t .

.iu s s t o n o r- - - i t ' s t i e t o o t o r e a i f =s t - -
I h a v e f u l l d a y b e f o r e me - - - I a o t i r e d a t n i . t
t h a t I u e c a n ' t wr i t e 8 o r, o t u

_
e a r l - - - y o u wi l l

a v e t o e x c u e mi s t a :.e s - - - •J ey es r e h r d l y o n g o o d

y e t . Lt e t o a ch a n d l o t s n d l c t s f v e y o u i : e l f

. o .
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