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Officer Mail
O.A.

S
.Postmarked 20 Feb 1919

Lt William P. Keesler
316th F.A.To: Mrs. Sam R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
tJ.S.A.

3 16th F.A.American Exp. Forces
Feb. 18, l 919

Dear Mother,

To-day your letter containing Charlottes an d Mr Magills came bringing joy an d
brightness to me as mail from home always does. How I did enjoy your lett er, I had been prett y
blue for the last few days, as 1want to come home so bad but your lett er chased all the gloom
away and made this awful French weather brighter.

I'm now wearing the gold stripe on my left arm for six mon hs overseas service. It means
much too. e had quite a celebration when we put them on. A big dinner, holiday and dance
for those who dance. Now our six months is over there is not one of us who does not want to go
home. But from all we can learn it may be some time yet before we can. Of course it is hard but
we must wait our turn. I'm really glad we are doing our waiting in St. Blise as we are nicely
located and ixed up while if we were in several other places 1know of where we might be, well
we would be having a very miserable time. As yet I can get no news of the time we are to move
towards the coast but also we get no news of having to go into Germ ny so we just sit still &
wait. If we just knew if would help. If we are to stay any length of time I hope we stay here but
even if that we don't know. In fact it is very litt le we do know.

Last Monday the letter I enclosed came. I got it thru Capt Wood, Sam's C.O. It is all he
knew of Sam's last fl ight. You may have it by now. From all I can learn Sam last mission was
one of great danger which he knew of before he left . He knew it and I know he was glad to go . I
can see him now as he used to do when going into a hard foot-ball game, having everything just
right and everything working as perfectly as possible, then he would go ahead scared of nothing,doing his best an d more until the whistle blew. Oh I'm proud so proud of him.

The village must be as you said a small one. G.H.Q. is working to find it and I too! I've
scoured maps. I've bought the largest I can get of the section around Vercluse and that section.I believe we have the name mis spelled, as I have it spelled four di fere nt ways. I've located
several towns of similar names but they are far away rom the batt le line in France. But I am still
working and will know all yet. The Sergeon General's o ice is at work too. Ed K is at work.
We shall ind out yet.

Yes the town papers come thr O.K. and I scour each one. It makes me feel like I'm
nearer home. Things must be waking up for spring now. The land is being broken & etc ready
for the cott on & corn. How I would like to get out in a real delta field and stretch kno ing I had
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room to do so. I feel to crowded (sic) overhere even a d one is never out of sight of a town.T e winter is still with us. Last week I told you of ou big snow. Well it is gone nvw, leaving
mud & watereverywhere. It is raining again too. I never saw the like for mud in this so called
sunny France. A d how that mud sticks and gets all overone.

r Magill latt er was very interesting to me. Elizabeth had told me of the invitation and I
had understood he was co ing. That would be a wonder ul trip. I hope if he does come over to
be able to see him if he comes thru France. He would cer ainly come thru Chaumont to see the
A erican fr ont.

Charlotte I know made good marks on her fi rst terms. I'm so glad she like the school. I
thought she would

.
She will be a re al sure enough young lady when I see her next.

This last week
, rather Monday and to-day we have had a Capt Peterson here inspecting

our tractors. Capt Peterson wa the Chief Instructor at Peoria lll when I was at school there. I
enjoyed seeing him again. He sure gave us a real in pection.

He knows a tractor fr om a truck
shoe to radiator cap a d not a single thing e caped him. I'm thankful to say he only found a few
things wrong.

One was a fault he knew he would find & one we knew nothing of as it developed
with this tractor and was the main reason for his inspection as he wa ted to check the fault &
give instr ctions as to means of remedy. He said we ha a nice clean, well knew bunch of
tractors.

Ed Keesler is coming up Sunday again. I don't get down to Chaumont as oft en as I used
too I'm sorry to say.

Hope the fl y has been stopped at home aow. Please get somebody to help you, don't do
the cooking nymore. I'm well as ever and as fat. Really too well.

Best love to all at home and lots to you.

Your loving son
William
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Officer Mail
O

.
A

.
S

.
Po stm arked 10 M ar 19 19
Lt W illia P

.
Keesler

3 16th F
.
A

.To: Mrs. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
U.S.A.

St. Blin
March 7, 1919

Dearest Mamma,

Your letter with Charlottes two and Aunties came to-day. 1thank you all. Some time the
mail comes so quickly then again it comes slowly. I received a lett er fr om Elizabeth the other
day which came over in thirteen days, quite a record. Hope I get home that quick when I start .

This last week has been a hummer for work. I've done everything fr om being acting
Ordnance Officer, to the counsel for the defense on a court mart ial. Monday night I had to go
out to bring in a Nash Quad which had broken a steering arm. It was about fi ve miles out. Then
Tuesday my duties as O.O. kept me doing way aft er dark, Wednesday the same. Thursday I lay
awake until nearly tv o trying to figure out how a man who w guilty could be proved not
guilty. Right then & there I swore I'd never be a lawyer, I sure did not help that man much.

For the la t week we have been getting ready for spring. We have gott en all our Basc-
ball equipment ready d waiting. But the weather has continued raining. Simply awful. Never
saw so much mud i all my life.

Hip Boots are out only salvation. I hope when spring comes it
will stop for a little while. When I get home you sure will be shocked to see me walk out into
the rain and stay out in it as if I were a duck

. We live in our slickers now.

Last Tuesday night "The Wild Cat Follies" was given by our players here. The Follies is
the 316 F.A. show. And it is splendid too. You know I wrote you about it before. Well this
time it was much better than at first. The men had no stage right at all. The acts would have
done justice to y high class vaudeville at home. Onc act in which the travels of the regiment
was told was very good.

Monday in Bas sur Auhe the 1 ' Army Horse & Motor Show took pla e. The week
before at Chattillon the 8t Corp had had one. We had entered a complete section, White Staff &
Recon Car. Our staff car won first & the rest second place. The staff car w then sent to Bas
sur Auhe to represent the 8thCorps . It took fi rst honors so I can very truthfully say it is the best
car in the Army. My but it was dolled up. Every speck of brass or copper shone like gold.Every springs, bushing, lock, door, everything was in first class shape. It was as near perfect as
we could put it. What won for us was the fact that every hing that moved had been taken off &
oiled, so that there wa not the slightest squeak or rattle .

It was a wonder. Our co s the 8 h̀won
the Motor Show.
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So Wade & Nathan are back. How did Wade get out so quick. I know they have some
wonder ul stories to tell. Wish I could be with them. But not yet. We are expecting to go into
German y before long. That is just rumors of co rse. Really I want to. If we have to stay until
August. We might as well be in Germany as here. It would be rn uch more interesting. nswer
should come soon.

Lately the whole regiment has been tu ed bottom up wards an d a litt le more. Nearly all
the of cers have gone to schools & a few on leave. We who e left sure are kept busy. My
newest change is keeping 14 motorcycles going. Not so easy as it sounds but not so very hard.
1'll have to make several long trips next week for spare parts I'm sure. We have requisitions in
and must get the part . I hate to ride over the same old roads. But it has to be done.

Must close now. Best of love to every one of you. I think of you every minute of the day
d each day makes me wan t to come home more & more. Am well & real fat.

Your devoted son,William

Excuse the pencil. My pen is out of ink and the closest was in the orderly room.WPK
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Off cer Mail
O.A.S.Postmarked 21 Mar 1919
From Lt William P. Keesler
316 F.A. A.E.F.To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
U.S.A.

316 F.A. St. Blin
March 20 1919

Dear Father,

To-day was a big one at Chattillon where the "Wild Cats" were reviewed by the King &
Queen of Belgium & Gen Pershing. We were out of luck of course and could not be in the
review being so far away. But the C.O. an d nearly all the officers were allowed to go. I was
unlucky and did not get to go. It must have been a big affair. The K ng & Queen arrived in
Chaumont this morn ing, coming by aeroplane. They seem to do most of their traveling that way.
The Americ squadron at Chaumont gave them quite a welcome, going out to escort them in.
Would have like to have seen that. Tomorrow they go over to B sur Auhe to the foot-ball
game between the first and second armies. 1have to go to Chatillon tomorrow an d will try to go
back by Bas sur Auhe so may see the Game.

The First Army team came thru here today. I was very much surprised and pleas ed to see
WmB Sounder & Steve Walker with them. WIDB is a "Shave Tail" and Steve is a Capt. Had a
little chat with both. They both wanted to know the "Dope" meaning what is the news about
going home. I passed on to WmB all the Greenwood gossip I knew and he did the same. He
was looking fine & healthy. A good deal heavier & seemed even tal ler. Asked to be remember
(sic) to you & mother. Please tell Mr & Mrs C.E. I saw him. Jack Black was away so he missed
Steve W.

Last week seemed to be one of a great number of visits. Saw Ed K again and the day
aft er Meb Long fl ew over and got him an d brought him over us. Ed K said it was quite thrilling,
only he did not care to much for the fancy stuff

. Meb came back over to see us the next day and
did some stunts for us. Tail spins, loop the loop, wing over & etc. He is said to be one of the
best fl yers. His best stunt was the one he did where he got le at Metzright aft er the Armistice,
an d rather than ride back home on a truck rode behind the pilot on a single seater, holding on to
the braces. He said that towards the end, he did not c re much whether he got home or not.

Ed K an d I both questioned Meb as to where La Mouriere is. He said he did not know
but would look it up on there (sic) maps. The Red Cross, the G.A.S., the Independent Air
Serv ice are still looking. I go over and keep them going once or twice a week. Have you ever
received Sam's account fr om the American Express Paris. 1wrote them giving them the required
data. In a letter fr om Elizabeth she said that you have received a lett er fr om an offi cer in the 24
who had been to La Mouriere. Who was he and his address. They won't give any information at
Hdqr Air Groups.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

W en I get back home, it will be great change to me. But I like the idea of a new home
for mother. I know she will like it. I'm just aching to be back home where I can help too, to
make her & you happy. But the day is oming. So you like the Marmon. It is a good car too.
Right now I'd made expert dinner for one. About all I can do. I'm an expert on trucks tho.
Ca listen to one & tell you how the insides go round, but on an ything in the tou g ca line
besides a Dodge & Cadillac I'm n l expert on Principals. How is the materiel they are putt ng in
c r in the States now. Most cars that we see over here have very poor steel in them. I've thought
that in a year or so aft er the wa the quality will come back but it may come sooner. T at litt le
car called "Dodge" is a wonder. We have two in the regiment. Bothe (sic) average 17 miles per
gal & give no tmuble at all. O s has seen 11000 & the other 6000 miles. I'm for the Dodge.
They beat anything I ever saw, even th e Ford. And motorcycles, my but they are a litt le
concentrated bunch of trouble. Just li ke a mule. Nothing can beat them when they feel good &
little ditt o when they feel bad. Right now we have three laid up. It took my Cpl & myself three
days to make one even back fire. But that wa not ours or the machines fault as the driver had
tuned it wrong & told us he had never touched the gears.

To-day was a wonder for climatic changes. It wa snowing this morning, then sleet, then
rain, th en an ideal Spring sun came out, now it is bl wing fr om the nort h & is very cold. But
thru it all is mud, mud, mud.

Must stop. Love to all. Am well & healthy.

Your devoted son,William
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Officer Mail
Postmarked Mar 3 1 1919
From Lt William P. Keesler
316th F.A. A.E.F.To: Mrs. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
U.S.A.

316th F.A., A.E.F.March 28, 1919

Dearest Mother,

I now have a new billet. The 3 16 has chan ged it home again. We got orders last Sunday
to move and by Thursday we were all here some 34 miles away fr om St. Blin. We are in
Chateauvillain, a good size town southwest of Chaumont about 14 miles. We start ed moving
Wednesday morn ing at 6 AM and at 215 Thursday every man gun, and baggage had been
moved

. That is quite a record for moving. Impossible in the day of horses & mules. It was
really wonderful the vay we got over the ground. We have 81 motor dri ven vehicles in the
regiment and borrowed 40 more, so for once the 316 was ully motorized. We made quite a
show coming down the road. Our entire column I guess was a mile long. That is if we had
moved at one time.

The march or hike was cut into two sections. The first had fourt een tractors
and fift y two trucks. The second had twenty tractors & the same number of trucks.

The town we are in in (sic) now was founded many years ago. I haven't found out just
when but it was quite a while. The oldest walls have been torn down in nearly every case save a
few old towers. I am going to try to get in side one of these to see how the (sic) look. There are
some later fort ifications stan ding and still some later. All very interesting. The church is a
beauti ul structure both on the outside & inside. The whole town is interesting an d is cleaner that
(sic) St. Blin.

While I'm thinking about it my address is just
316 h̀ Field A illery
American Exp. Forces
France

Please don't put Chateauvillain on the envelope as it may get miss sent.

Father's cable same to-day. I am getting busy.
Going to Chaumont to-morrow to locate

Laudcs on a map. Also to see several officers in the Grave Registration service. I know now I
will soon be at Sam's grave. I am putt ing in for a fourteen day leave, asking for permission to
visit that part of the front. Last Sunday I was at the 24thSquadron. I found out nothing. There
was only one officer there who knew Sam or Riley and he only told me what I already knew. I
have also lear ed that Sam's personal effects were shipped to Brest or Gievres on or about Oct
26. Am tracing them.

I sure did enjoy your last lett er. Got it the day before I left St. Blin.
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We az e hear ng wild r ors eve y day now. One d y some one ha us going to
Germany, next day Pol d, next home & so fo h. I wan tju t two things. First to go home &
second if I have to stay to go to er any. I would like to see Ger a y f I ave to stay over
here till July. ne doesn't come to stay to long in one spot.

I know you e going to enjoy our new home. Tish I could help move in. That would be
lot of f n.

It is still cold he e. Lately it has ra ed, although that is not unusual. But we did have
two days of pretty wea er. Hope Spr ng as come now for good. I'm tired of mud.

Am well . Wri te tomorrow night. Best love to a11.

Your loving son
Willi m
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Officer Mail
Postmarker Apr 7, 19 19
U.S. Army M.P.E.

S
.From Lt William P. Keesler

3 16th FA. A.E.F
To: Gen. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss.,
U.S.A. 316th F.A. Apri19,

Dear Father,

This is j ust a note. The day a ter I wrote you last I went to Chaumont to see the Map
Section. 1was very successful. I've at last found on a map Laudres & La Mouriere. Ed had
fou d them a day ahead of in e but could not communicate with me. Just as soon as I can get one
I'm sending you the map with both places marked. Just as soon as I found them I tri ed to get
orders to go there,

but when I got back fr om Chaumont I found that the C in C Perishing was
going to review the 81st Thursday and that all tr sportations would be used taking the regiment
to Chatillon sls for the review an d also that the Comman ding O cer was not present to give me
the permission I asked for. Ever since I've been getting ready. I've made four iron posts with
stout chains between d a metal (copper) marker. Everything is ready and I expect to go
Saturday noon. The reason I have been so unsuccessful in finding the location before and why
the Red Cross & the Air Service failed is in the spelling of Laudres. Even your telegram was
wrong. It had LAN ES. We had La Mouriere spelt a half dozen ways.

I know this relieves you & mother. It lif s a great burden from me too, a d when I retu
with the knowledge that Sam's resting place is marked so that you, mother, F.W.R. & all the
sisters c come straight to it when the time comes, that awful suspense of jus hear s y & etc
will vanish too.

The 81st is being reviewed tomorrow by the C in C. It is a big day for us all. I am
doomed however to stay idly at home, to take care of the shop & etc. But I think tomorrow I'll

with my motorcycle an d ride over to see the review. We sure have been busy getting
ready for it since we heard. I made a fif y or sixty mile t p to see if I could get some paint.

Sure
was fl yi g around in great shape. The weather looks bad now for it. It is raining again aft er a
couple of days of clear weather: The old sunshine doesn't hurt himself about shining.

Must close. Bcst of love to all.

Your devoted son,William
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Officer's lail
Postmarked Apr 10 1919
U.S. Army M.P.E.S.Lt 'illiam P. Keesler
316th FA, A.E.F.To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss.U.S.A

316th F.A. (Chateauvillain)
Apri16, 19 19

Dear Father,

Your lcttcr & wire came this last week and altho I i mediately went to Chaumont, I've
nothing to report yet. I did not get down Saturday or today as I was a little under the weather but
tomorrow I'm going down again. 1called Ed up twice but couldn't get him. He came thru here
tonight but I missed seeing him by a couple of hours being away fr om my room. Was
part icularly sorry too. Enclosed you will find a letter fr om the l st Air Depot. Capt Linn has
charge of watering of all the graves of our fallen aviators. He is m king investigation around
Verdun now. When I retu from Chaumont I'm going to ask the colonel for permission to use a
side car & go to the town he named. I've great hopes that it is the right one. Also I'm going to
Laudes.

This last week has been a full one. A physical inventory had to be made of all our
Ordnance equipment. Some job. We had to list every spare part , extra parts, tires & etc. It took
a couple of days. I had to make a couple of trips. One to Chatillon s/s a d one to Laujres for
cars and part s. We have reccivcd two more Whites. One new one and one about 2000 miles old.
Both in good shape. The colonel's Cadillac came back from a trip in Ge nany with a broken
spring and cut up tires. I had to hustle to Lauj res for a couple of new springs & somc tires.
Coming back I got too cold and it laid me up a day but am O.K. now. Never felt better. Besides
fixing up a lot of inor part s & repairs we are doing nothing now. 1have a trip up to
Neufchateau waiting for me soon however.

I th k you for the slide rule & etc you are sending. They have not come to me yet. But
I'm sure they will a ve soon. I tha c you all for the papers too. I sure enjoyed them. Have sure
had a big time reading lately. If you could send me a couple of the best Motor Magazines, a
catalogue of the Chicago or St Louis Motor Show, a han d book on the Marmon, al hing alo g
that line 1sure will cnjoy them. If you know wl ere I could get a list of America's cars & trucks
giving their specifications & price 1'd like to have it. You see that altho I know what makes a
FWD or White or Ford go I don't know so much about the pricc or what is going on in the
commercial cars now. I know that the annon is a good car. The Marmon go out for the right
thin s and they try new ideas & etc. Generally good ones too. Any dopc that pcrtains to cars
will be interesting I can tell you.

From the Stars & Stripes it sure looks like we will have to be in the A.S.O. and go up into
Gern any. None of us are fond of the idea either. But one can never tell. [f the Peace tenns are
signed by the last of April, I can't see hy we can't be home by July 31 if they keep up the
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present troop moving records. My how good that sounds . Hope we can make it. But there is
one thing I don't like. It's the way things are going in German y. They don't seem like they are
whipped enough yet. If we have to do this war over again in I950 say, it will be awful. stitch
in time saves nine an d a good beating now may save us later.

I received a wire fr om Mr Magill Thursday late saying he was in Marseille . I sure would
have liked to have seen him. Have a few things to talk over w th him. We he could have come
into the heart of France instead of the coast. But I will get to see him later I hope.

You said something about a few souvenirs fr om the batt le fr ont. I've got a few an d will
collect more. They are hard to ship around tho. But I'm sending a German helmet home by
mail. Let me know when it arrives.

Must close now . Am well now. Guess it was just too much cold. Best of love to all.

Your devoted son,William
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Chemical Construction Co.Box 839
Charlott e, N.C.To: Mr. nd Mrs. S

.
R

. Keesler
Greenwood Miss.

April 11, 19 19

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Keesler,

I received your letter a couple of weeks ago just as I was leaving town an d have had noopportunity to writ to you before now.
I am enclosing a lett er from the Red Cross which came yesterday. I'm afr aid it doesn'tgive you any additional information but might possibly be of some service to William.
Thank you very much or your kind lett er to me. It was appreciated by all of us.Although I was one of the first to come home, the time of waiting seemed faz too long.
It's hard to say j ust what coming home was like. It seemed too good to be true, almostunreal in fact, an d I know I thought, very often, of the trip to France and wondered whether I wasreally coming back

. When I reached New York and met Dad
, Edith and Peter I began to realizethat the waz w s really over. I didn't lose much time gett ing my discharge and was home fourdays af er I landed

. Mother met me at the depot and then I knew the war was over.
Aft er 1had loafed for about six weeks, the Chemical Construction Co. offered me ajob

opening a briek depart ment. The eompany is associated in business with the B. Mifflin BrickCompan y of Atlanta. Mr.
Hook wants to get his brick into the Carolinas, so I am manager an d

sal es agent of this department. I hope I can make it go because it will mean being here at home.
I heard yesterday that Lt. R ley had paid you a visit. I am ce ainly glad that you couldhave had him and it must be a comfort to know the boy who was with Sam at the last an d toknow for cert ain just what happened

. My lett er was very inaccurate in the details, I'm afr aid, butit was l the information I could get at the time.
Joe and D nny are home now. Joe is to be married this summer. His wounds az e almosthealed and he does not limp any more.
I met several old Davidson men today who a ked me about Sam. They were McBride -'14 I think - who was in the Marines and Alexander, '12, a caplain who used to play guard on t efootball team.

I haven't been to Davidson for almost a month but get the Davidson news from Cecil. Hesays that the Betas are going to put a Iron slab in the hall in memory of Sam. Has the chapter got
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Officer's Mail
Postmarked Apr 18,19 19
U.S. Army M.R.E.S.From Lt. William P. Keesler
316th FA A.E.F.To: Mrs. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss.U.S.A.

3 16th F.A.April 14, 19 19

Dear Mamma,

I'm wom out an d mad. That is a bad combination isn't it. Likely to get one in trouble
only it won't. The whole thing came about like this. I told you all about putt ing in for the leave
an d transport ation to go to Laudres. Well, my lett er came back disapproved with the permission
to take a three day leave. Who ever handled the matterjust put disapproved down never taking
the trouble to go into the matt er. If he had he would have seen at once that it is impossible to get
to Laudres on a train an d in three days while in a car it is only a matter of a day and a half. I
can't say much but I'm sure thinking. Tomorrow I'll call up Ed K an d see what he can do. If that
fails I'm going straight to Gen. Moses himself with my request and I'm pret y sure he will OK it.I c n't say much because of the censor but my day is coming some day. I had everything ready
to leave too. Had made a brass marker and iron fence and several other things. But I haven't
given up hope yet. I'll go if I have to walk.

Your lett er, father's & all the papers came. Sure enjoyed them all. The Davidsonians
were fine, sure was glad to get them. Glad you sent the paper with St. Riley's le er to father in it
as I had not received that paper. 1n my letters to him I had asked him to come to Greenwood. 1
hope he does it. His letter was fine.

We a e in great joy now. I told you of Gen Pershing's statement about our returning
home soon. Since then there has been a dozen or more circular s about gett ing ready to leave.We go under the S.O.S. order this month. 8:st Div headquart ers thi ks we will be home by July
1 an d 1do too. Never felt any bett er in my life over everything. Home, you,

father, family,Elizabeth and everything I love. Oh what it means now after being so long away. I'll never w t
to leave home agai . Here is another thing. The S.O.S. is some 40,000 men ahead of schedule
an d we will be taken up by thank. Then we are not going into the A of O as we thought for
awhile.

Our Army goes out of existence the 20 of April.
Oh we are sure happy and excited

.

To-day I had to make a long trip in open truck up to Doulain court for some tr actor
parts. I got up there an d found that they were ready to move out. Was just in time to get my
stuf : Every body's doing it including us.

I'm sending you under separate cover a book of A.E.F. cart oons also a map with Laudres
located on it. It is surrounded by a O & there are arrows pointing towaz ds it from the side. I'm
start ing soon a box of souvenirs or rather a helmet of them.

I hope they get thru O.K. Too big
for me to carry . It is pretty hard to get an ything now but I'll try to add a little here and there.
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Also you have found in this the pictures of the review. I thought that they might be interesting
alt ough they were not very good. Very soon the 3 16th's history will be published an d I will
send a copy.

It will have a lot of interesting pictures in it. I'm going to have myself took some
time. Don't get much time o & I'm waiting on my new uniform too.

We h d a couple of visitors this last weekend. Ex. Gov & Mrs Mann ng. I was round at
the 3rd Bn for supper one night an d to hear them talk about the U.S.A. was like a clear day a er
a storm. They went up to the fr ont, Maj Manning taking them up. That is one re ason why I
couldn't see how my re quest was refused. They left Tuesday for U

.
S

.A.

Yesterday we fired our last shot. Batt ery C is now the Champion Btry of the Regiment.The last three days of firing was in the for of a Regimenta contest. I felt kinder proud that the
2nd Bn h d won as that is really my batt lion. They had a photographer out there and he took
some pictures. I hope one which shows a l four guns fi ring at once is good. I'll send some. We
az e glad that all is gone tho. The sooner we turn in our guns the be er suited I am.

Tomorrow I've got to oversee the resett ing of a crank sha in one of our tractors. I got it
to- day. Also see about a dozen other small jobs. I hope it clears up tho as I sure would like a
little sun to warm things up.

Must stvp. Am well. Best of love to all & lots for yourself .

Your devoted son,William
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Z . .. . . . .
s r a ked May 5, 19 19

_ - : ; rmy M.R.E.S.
' ' ' ' ' t PKeesler

316 F.A. A.E.FMrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
U.S.A.

316th F.A. A.E.F.May 4th 1919

Dearest Mother,

Last Sunday I spent with Ed K in Chaumont making my final arran gements about
going to Laudres. I lef Tuesday at 83-° and at 3 I was in Laudres. I found La Mouriere
was just 3 %2km from there an d a French Lieut. Took me over in his car. In ten minutes I
was stan ding beside Sam's resting place. As 1stood there I lived over our lives which
had been together till Feb 24, 1918, when we said Good Bye in Charlo e and there was
nothing I which he had been a star in and the words of Stuart 's lett er came to me "He
gave his best an d his best was all." Why because he loved us with his best and all. The
cemetery is located in a pretty spot on the edge of some woods, just south of La
Mouriere. It was built by the German s and is laid out in neat array. There was no
disorder at all

. Each grave had its cross or marker. I had a French carpenter make a cross
of heavy oak an d on it paint the following:

U.S.A.Samuel R
.

Keesler

.
Lieut Obs 24 Aero Squad

10-10- 18

and between the U.
S

.A.
& name I placed a brass plate on which was stamped address &

date of death. I know now that the grave is marked so that I can go to it quickly when I
retu n to bring Sam home. I plan ted violets on it and a French girl promised me that she
would watch aft er it for me. I took eight pictures so I'm almost sure to get one good one,
althou h the weather was very bad

,
it snowing every minute I was there. I stayed over a

whole day to get a good picture but the snow continued an d continued till the next day.
My return tr ip took me three days to make.

La Mouriere is a small mining townjust
south of Pienne (PIEN E) which you will find just south of Laudres on you map.
Laudres is on the Railroad. The whole country here was held by the Germans during the
war. Every village excepting a few of the mining ones were bumed. The whole country
was desolate & barren looking. The only people I was were French soldiers, a few
villagers& Germa prisoners. The French are using the German s to reconstruct the
count y. I stayed with a French family in Laudres. They were very kind to me taking me
right into the family. I enjoyed my one evening with them very much. They had been in
the town during the Ge man occupation an d how they hated them.
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When I return ed to duty, I found that the greatest news of all had just been
received

. That we had been placed under t e C.-G. S.O.S. mean ing that we have started
the first move towards HOME.

Those five lett ers are really great ones, they mean every
thing to us. They mean Commanding General Service of Supply. We start to tur ing in
our material this next week. The guns, tractors & every thing excepting a few necessary
(sic) vehicles. We expect to move about May 12.

We are all happy very happy. That means that we get home in June instead of
July.

Yesterday Chaplin Arnie left us to go into German y to be Chaplin for some outfit
up there. The (sic) had called for volunteers among the regiments returning home & he
volunteered. He did not wan t to go but felt that he was needed d that it was his duty. I
sure hated to see him go. He was one of my best iends.

I th k you for all the lett ers an d papers I sure did enjoy them. I'm saving all thos
of Sam's and will bring them back with me.

To-day I took several pictures of myself an d bought everal more of the regiment.You will find those I bought enclosed
. I'm hoping I get a good one to send you.

With all love to you all.

Your loving son,William
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