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Postmarked Jan 20, 1919
US Army Post Office
Paris

To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss

USA.

St. Blin, France
Jan 12, 1919

My dearest Mother,

Live is slowly & yet swiftly moving and all the time we are coming nearer and nearer
home. Home, I never knew before what it meant, I never so wanted to be with you all there as I
have since the first of December. I've written but what are words where ones heart wants to be
with you all. That is all I think of now. During the day I’'m never to busy, to stop thinking of
you and Father and when, as [ have been the last few days, come in late at night from duty and
am so tired I'm thinking and praying for you.

No letters have been received by the regiment during the last week. Only papers. The
one you sent came. They said some very nice things about our Sam but they did not know all or
else they would have said even more.

In the regiment we are getting a little restless. As spring gets closer and closer the men
who are mostly farmers feel the call of their farms and a feeling of unrest is here. The weather
too has been very bad lately. To-day it rained and snowed all day, the mud is simple (sic)
terrible. The sheets are inches deep. I wear hip boots all the time, the only way one can keep his
feet anyway clean. If it were not for rubber we sure would be in an awful fix.

During last week we had several big hikes. One for twenty miles, an all day affair. Ihad
to go as a general overseer of the motor equipment. Ireally had very little to do. Just see that
everything was running O.K. Wednesday we received 7 more tractors and yesterday 3 more.
We now have thirty four tractors and they are sure little wonders. Hardly ten feet long and
standing about five high, they can pull almost anything. While we are getting them unloaded we
had to shift the car so we used one of them as a switch engine. We found most of our trouble
was in finding a chain it couldn’t break. These little engines weigh 5 ton and can pull our
*155mm Howitzer” in and out of places where horses can now (sic) even think of going. Wish I
could get two of them for the plantation.

We wouldn’t need very more mules or horses. The only expense is gas. Every time they
suck in breath it is 20 cents. They can pull ten tons or more about five or six miles and hour.

I’m writing by candle light now but soon hope to be able to reach up and snap on the
electric lights again. Uncle Sam is wonderful in the way he equips his soldiers. We have sent
down to In sur Tille for a generator something like that one we have at Montreat, only ran by
gasoline instead of water. Soon we will have beaucoup electric lights. It will be such a help. It
is bad enough to go to bed in a cold billet but the dark makes it worse. And then we have to eat
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Officer Mail

0.AS.

Lt William P. Keesler
316th F.A.

To: Mrs S.R. Kessler
Greenwood Miss
U.S.A.

St. Blin, France
Jan 28, 1919

Dear Mother,

Back again at last after a very hard trip. We left Lyon in good shape but hadn’t gone very
far before trouble came and plenty of it. We broke six steering arms before we got back. Now
that sounds real bad but knowing that we could not get back with out breaking quite a few of
them, I had laid in a supply and we just put in new ones and came ahead. The Nash Quad truck
is a great case for breaking things. It can break anything from your back by cranking, to a side of
a house by running into it. Besides that we got caught in a big snow storm and the trucks
decided that it was there (sic) day off and just wouldn’t start when we wanted too (sic). They
were worse than the “old mule.” It took us over four hours to get four machines started. It was a
very cold morning but we sure got warmed up cranking & etc. After so long a time we got
started and got going. And the road was so pretty and smooth and we were just making such
good time when I look behind and saw the rear truck do a double S turn in the middle of the road
& behold another broken steering arm. There was nothing to do but put in another which we did
and it wouldn’t fit, then after two more we got one that would and away we went. This time we
made no stop till we landed here. You should have seen us coming in. Am afraid you would not
have recognized me at all. I had on a long trench coat, hip boots, a helmet and the grease & dirt
of the road. I was a mess but I sure was glad to get back to wear (sic) the “Red Wild Cat” makes
its lair and put my feet before my own fire and have a real cup of coffee with a biscuit. (I had
almost forgotten how to spell it) The trip except for the trouble and cold was fine. If [ had had a
cold or anything like that I would have had a much worse time so I'm satisfied. And how I did
sleep last night oh it was so good to be in your own blankets and etc again.

The night before I left Marseille as I was sitting in the Red Cross Hotel a Major came in
and it was Dr. McConnell from D.C. Never was so glad to see anyone in my life. We had a nice
long talk. He told me of writing you and also about the tracers he had put in about Sam and lots
of small things about other boys I know. He could not add anything to my knowledge, he having
had the same experience with the Different Records offices that I had had. I enjoyed seeing and
talking to him very much.

We got in I had lots & lots of mail, a big pile of papers & etc. But your one letter & one
from father and Elizabeth were best of all. I searched for yours first, for I knew it was there.
Before [ thought I wanted to have but I did not know what real wanting was, now I do.
Everything that you want mother will be done if I can do it. Now I want to be with you all now.
Everything is “done over here” and I want to come home, to help, to be with you all. Thave
never felt so before but now I feel like my place is home. But there will be a time coming soon
when I can be there.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958












THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

w500y y's wap oL 4

5
£
&
g
g
w
E

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EQ12958













THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Officer Mail
Postmarked 4 Feb 1919
Lt William P. Keesler
USA

To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
U.S.A.

St, Blin, France
Feb.3, 1919

Dear Father,

Your letter of the 1/19 came to-day. Can’t understand about the mail now days. It takes
very little time as compared to what it did yet I'm sure lots of letters get lost. I've written several
letters which you, mother & Elizabeth never mentioned as having received. Little can be done
too that is the hard part of it.

You know by now about the amount of information I get about Sam. The Central
Records Office & H.G.Q. are of no assistance. ['ve located the 24th but they don’t seem to know
anything. I've talked to one aviator who was in Sam’s class, he gave me several addresses which
I've used. I’ve appealed to the Red Cross & they have helped. I'm writing the American
Express Co. about Sam’s pay & also G.H.Q. about it also.

So sorry to hear about Mrs Acon’s death. I hope the “flu” skips us this time. Our
troubles have been enough already. Iknow you & mother need a rest & help. I want to come
home to be the help very bad too.

The last two months that subject has been utmost in my mind. 1 want to talk things over
with you first. [ have thought of three things, the auto business, my old love chemistry and the
farm, and the office with you, I know some thing of the first two, mostly the first, having done
little else while I've been in the army. Ed Keesler is in the same work, I'm going down to see
him and talk over the thing with him. What do you think of the auto business, now and of its
future. I'm more interested in the manufacturing end than the selling end however, Altho to run
a big repair shop would be my joy. From all I can hear something to do now is hard to get. That
is too bad for all the A.E.F. is sure wanting to come home. I know one thing that I’ve sure got to
forget what a Second Lt draws when I land in the U.S. I’'m going to keep on thinking and
gathering all the knowledge I can in the shop here. Am learning something new every day now.
Wish all the time that I had taken more mechanics, math, & mechanical drawing. If 1 go into it, |
certainly am going to take a night course in the three mentioned above.

Right now I'm in charge, the Capt of Ordnance having gone on leave. I've sure lots to do
too. To-day I worked all morning on odd jobs, this after noon I had to go to Neufchateau for
some parts, tomorrow I've got to take stock of all Ordnance Property belonging to the Reg.
Some job too. Then Wed I've got to get all the old parts [ have to-gether to salvage. Then
Thursday, Friday, & Sat I spent at Laugres sur Lille & Dijon. Im hoping to get out of the latter if
I can.
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Officer Mail

0.A.S.

Postmarked 10 Feb 1919
Lt William P. Keesler
316th E.A.

To: Mrs. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss

U.S.A.

St. Blin, France
Feb.8, 1919

Dear Mother,

This time six months ago [ was in mid ocean. 1 wish now I could send word by wireless
that I was again in mid ocean. Then | had sensations which came only to those who leave all
they love behind and go out to do their best for those they are leaving. Now I want to get back,
back to you, father and my girl and all those who I love. We hear nothing but wild rumors of
moving. Nothing that one can put faith in. 1 don’t except (sic) that we will move before the
Peace Terms are settled & signed. So you know we are watching Paris.

To-day as [ was writing up a few things to be done next week, Ed Keesler walking in on
me. My but I was glad to see him. He spent the afternoon with me, talking over many things.
He is in charge of the G.H.Q. Garage at Chaumont. He says that it is some job keeping the
General’s cars going and I guess it is. He and | have made agreements about visiting so we
expect to see each other a good deal. We compare our information about Sam, he could add
nothing to any 1 had. He had found the same records I had, had had the same awful feeling of
not getting what was right. I gave him every thing I had and he says he will help me prod.
Things are so terribly slow. 1 went to an officer last week who does nothing but investigate
records for help. He found nothing more than I did but he started thru channels a letter to the
Sergeon Gen. for information. We should receive an answer soon. With Ed to help our Sam’s
grave and all else will be looked after.

Lately we have had awful weather. Snow, a thaw, a big 6 inch snow and a freeze.
Everything is covered either with snow or ice. It is so cold that the snow although it has been on
the ground two days still drifts. Several autos have gotten stuck in drifts and there have been
several accidents. 1 had a Cpt to fall and fracture his skull I believe. The Dr arenot sure yet but
it looks mighty bad to me. The man had his hands in his pockets and could not save himself.

My room had been so cold that I could do no work there. Almost too cold to sleep. | woke up
the other night finding my ears so cold that they were hurting me. The sun is out now and I'm
hoping for warmer weather soon. If we don't things will get in a bad fix. All the radiators on the
cars are freezing while the engines are running, causing me lots of trouble and worry.

I thank you for the Papers. Iread them all. Please send some more & lots of

Davidsonians. The town paper is a great help. I'm keeping up with it. The Onwards were
enjoyed when I got them I gave them to the men and they enjoyed them too.
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