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Postmarked 24 Oct, 1918

US Military Postal Express, France
From Lt William P Keesler

U.S. Army

Officer’s mail

0.A.S.

To: Mrs Samuel R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

US.A.

American Y. M.C.A. On Active Service with the
#3 American Expeditionary Force
Oct 22, 1918

Dearest Mamma,

Two letters from you made me very happy yesterday. The first I've had in a great while
too. Both we from Montreat. Guess you are at home now. Sure would like to have a nice talk
with you like you said in your letters.

Since my last I've moved again. ['m a good deal nearer school now. Only a kilometer
away and the village is much drier & cleaner. The move was the best of several I've made.
There are no new experiences to come to us in the billeting line now. We have been in building
whose rooms were like palaces & also been in barns keeping company to the cows & ete. But
right now I"ve a nice room with a nice stove, a bed which I just fit, having only a couple of
inches of clearance between my head and the bed’s head. And cover I've got a feather quilt
which is about a foot deep. Sure is nice to curl up under too when the mean French rain is
falling. The people of the house we shocked to death when they found us sleeping with the
windows open. The (sic) kept trying to tell us about how sick we would be. But after finding
that that had no avail the (sic) stopped. Now we have them sleeping with theirs open. Good
missionaries ain’t we,

Sure am sorry to hear about all the Grippe in the Camps. But don’t worry about me for
the officers who see me every day tell me I'm getting fat. I weight over 160 now. I'm really
taking exercises to reduce. Don’t do much good how ever. We are well taken care of over here.
Unecle Sam which is all of you sure takes care of his soldiers. We work hard and are very willing
to fight harder.

Please get and send to me in the Xmas box if you get this in time 1 — “3in Mannheim
Slide Rule” made by Eugene Dictzue Co who have a branch house at 615 Common Street New
Orleans. If this doesn’t reach you in time don’t worry. You see Engineering instruments are
hard to get over here. The slide rule will made (sic) a lot of multiplying unnecessary if I get it.

[ spent Sunday up at the third Battalion. Had quite an enjoyable evening too. Capt Feeny
my old Cap’t has been promoted to Major. Cap’t Gearheart who father knows is now in the 306
. We have a new major in our Battalion, our old major went up some where. While [
was up there the Y. girls got in some chocolate, you should have seen us buying it. It was sure

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958







THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958















THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958






THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958









THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

I
ol
—_
el
—
oc

g
2
E
~
g
)
2
by
2
T
'§">
L

12]539 Y weg ‘uan) o]

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EQ12958












THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958






THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Postmarked 30 Oct, 1918

US Military Postal Express Service
From Lt WP Keesler

U.S. Army

Officer’s Mail

0.A.8.

To: Gen. Sam R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

U.S.A.
American Y.M.C.A On Active Service with the
#4 American Expeditionary Force
Oct 28, 1918
Dear Father,

Your very enjoyable letter came yesterday, the only thing not enjoyable was the size. |
just eat up all letters from home then I bungle them up and send them to Sam. By the way I
haven’t heard from him in a good bit yet. Sure would like to know where he is.

This last week we have done lots of work although the weather has been bad being cold
& rainy. But when a day comes along like today one just has to forget the ugliness of the rain &
mist in the beauty of the sunshine. Then we are blessed with a good mess. Never had a better
one at Camp and it beats Training Camp all to pieces. This is what we had for Sunday dinner.
I’ll grant it was a little extra but not much. . (good vegetable) the a fine steak with
mushrooms all over it, smashed potatoes & green beans, coffee bread and jam. Wasn't that
good. The mushrooms grown wild as do snails but we prefer the mushrooms. After dinner
Chaplain Currie had a short Service, very good & very appropriate too. We all enjoyed it.
Chaplain is a wonder, everyone is his friend, none of the goody good but just a good man, good
all round. There is only a few who can lick him at the gloves. He made Jack Black holler the
other night.

The other day we started foot-ball. The men playing in overalls but it proved almost as
fatal as a machine gun barrage. The men all acted to much like the other fellow was Bill Kaiser.
Didn’t break any bones but there was plenty of bruised and bleeding men before the game was
over. We decided we would wait until later for our casualties. Volleyball is the game and as
many as possible can play it. Plenty of a chore too.

Yesterday Dr Bass, Hintch Cliff & I went out pistol shooting, The Dr was very good,
being an old hand at the game didn’t make a miss out of 25 shots. I being young didn’t make
five out of 25. But I'll sure do better. We were shooting an auto-matic. I like the revolver much
better. Both are wonders for accuracy however.

You asked about my trips. Didn’t have but 10 F.W.D.s, two Dodges & | Ford in the
convoy. You see every known make. I haven’t touched a car since then. Seemed like all my
motor experience is going to waste. Hope not. Sam some tractors the other day they were
beauties. Saw also a big white car, there are used for the colonels & ete. [ just itched to get at
the wheel. Would have felt like home for sure.
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Postmarked 14 Dec, 1918
Postal Express Service
From Lt. William P Keesler
U. 8. Army

Officer’s Mail

0.A.S.

To: Mrs. Sam R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

US.A.

St. Blin, France
Dec 9, 1918

Dearest Mother,

Every night now since I wrote last except last I've gotten in late and been kept hard at it.
But yesterday [ couldn’t stand it longer so asked the colonel for permission to visit Chaumont,
A.E.F. & Hdqr and he gave it. My heart has been aching for you and father every day and it
seemed like I could not get a chance to express it. Words are useless and deeds seem to be too.
I’ve telegraphed, written and asked but no further news of Sam except G.H.Q. at Chaumont
verified the Missing in Action report. I received your letter, one from Auntie, Dayer, and the
box to-day. I was as happy as I could be but to enjoy a box without Sam was something new,
strange and awful to me. I couldn’t believe it. I could not think, He must be a prisoner in
Germany and we shall hear from him soon. I believe we shall, I'm wiring Central Records
Office again. Ireceived father's telegram yesterday almost a week after | had gotten Elizabeth’s
letter and also the town paper.

In Chaumont which is some 33 kilometers from here I located every thing except the
town where the 24th Squadron was. I found the complete record of Sam’s doing in France.
They told me to return in a few days and maybe they would have something else for me. I've
now found where the 24th Squadron was but [ don’t think they are there now as I have received
no word of wires directed there. Sam was very near where [ am at one time. I can not locate the
24 exactly. But I've gotten permission to go up there in a side car Sunday, maybe sooner. Just
as soon as | find out anything definite I’ll wire and besides I'll get 7 days leave and go there
myself. I'll not be satisfied until [ find my brother somewhere some how, I've been stunned
almost tho. But no news they say is good news. I pray God so. We are trusting him for the best,
and I know he is taking care of Sam wherever he is. What is best he will do and no matter how
hard it maybe it is best for He willed it.

The box came in good shape and every little articles was just fine. Tell every one who
put anything in it I thank them one and all many times for the articles themselves and best for the
love which sent them and was sent with the box. That little space 9 X 4 X 3 was just filled to
over flowing with that love which only a soldier far away can appreciate or know and mother
dear we do know what it means ta you, to all the mothers whose sons are over here and fathers
whose sons are here.

Right now there is much rumors of returning home. But my desire now is to find Sam
the home. Until then | want to stay, to find Sam is all | know now.
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Postmarked 23 Dec, 1918
Postal Express Service
From Lt, W P Keesler
U.S A.

Officer Mail

0.AS.

To: Mrs. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

US.A.

St. Blin, France
Sunday Dec 22

Dearest Mother,

Since my last letter which was written Tuesday I’ve not been in my room for a single
night until last night and then I came in out of the cold & rain from a 100 mile ride in an open
truck to go straight to bed. But I'm well and healthy thru it all. T made two trips to Chaumont
one to Bas sur Autre and a three day trip to Is sur Tille and Langres. Look these places up on the
map I sent you. On all those trips I’ve been to the department where they keep records of the
officers and no change. The sgt in charge knows me by heart now & every time he shakes his
head at me. He told me the last time he would give a lot to make me smile. Dearest mother I'd
give my right arm, no both to hear news. I went to the colonel to-day and asked him as a man to
give me some advice or way of getting information. He asked what I'd done. I told him, he said
I could not do more but that is no comfort. But I know we shall hear, perhaps you have by now.
[ have not given up hope, not one little bit and [ pray God to let us know soon and I believe we’ll
hear. I’'m going to Chaumont again to morrow. Am writing the New York Herald, to put in an
ad for any information.

Can’t locate the 24th Aero Squadron either. They are on the move & sure must be
hopping around. The Red Cross is helping too. Dear mother we shall hear soon I'm sure. Don’t
give up hope. 1know God is taking care of our Sam where ever he is.

Since I've been transferred I've been going all over the country. I've traveled some 300
hundred miles in all. Tomorrow I leave for Dijon for 10 motor cycles, and 20 bicycles. Itisa
great life but a fast one. When I come back there will be few who can say they have seen more
of France than [. I’m afraid when I get to telling of my wild tales that I won’t be believed. The
truth is stranger than fiction so they say but they put it mildly. My room mate had just received a
Kodak from home with “beaucoup” films. I'll send you a snap shot of myself in my in my daily
garb now. Lin hat, slicker, hip boots and all. But there is no Kodak in the world which can take
a picture of this mud. That is impossible. They call France sunny but it should be changed to
Muddy. Rain, Rain, Rain all the time. Only thing is that it really isn’t rain but more of a mist. It
is wet however. Take to-day I had a lot of running around to do and I got caught out without a
slicker well I got wet. If it should really rain a few big drops I'd feel better.

Your letter with the pictures came to-day. I’m the proudesi boy in France mother. I've

always wanted just those. How I treasure them. They are along side Sam, fathers and Elizabeths
now. It makes me feel so good to look up and see you smiling at me. It helps so much. Mother
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Postmarked 28 Dec, 1918
Postal Express Service
From Lt. W P Keesler
316th F.A.

Officer Mail

0.A.S.

To: Gen. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

US.A.

St. Blin, France
Dec 26, 1918

Dearest Father and Mother,

Tonight I try to write words of comfort where words do so little comfort. Peace has come
to the world but before it came our Sam had made the greatest sacrifice a man can make, he gave
his all his life, that we his kin and loved ones might live in a world made better. Today I
received a letter from his squadron commander — telling how he had been at his post doing his
duty when the call came. We who knew him best of all know he died as a solder and as we
know all American soldiers would die, doing his duty to the utmost, for country, for loved ones,
for freedom., for all those who had fought before him and for France and all those heroes of the
past. Word do little to comfort us now but we must use them or else our hearts burst. Dear
family I would be with you to-night in our sorrow but as I'm still a soldier and still doing duty
for you and country, [ send my poor words of comfort and prayer to you. The awful surprise is
over but we know now. God has taken him into a better place, a place where nothing but peace
can ever be and we who are left behind must pray and wait for the day to come when we all can
be together in that same peaceful place with him. He shall be waiting to welcome us, just as we
would have welcomed him home back here on earth.

To-day I tried to wire you but the orders on censor which say nothing can be written
prohibited. But I'm trying again in the morning when I'm going before the colonel again. 1
enclosed the letter from his commander which I received. It is the first word I've gotten from all
my inquiry. Central Records office seems to be closed or very slow. From the letter from the
Squadron Commander, I take it, Sam and his pilot were in command of the fire from the big
naval guns and were over the lines, when they fell. The letter from the pilot was from Germany
so they must have fallen in the enemy territory. I'm doing my best to locate the pilot and if T do
and he is still in Paris I’'m going to him to talk to him, to learn where our Sam is buried and then
I’m going to his grave if G.H.Q. will let me and I think they will. They let Major manning go to
his brothers grave. [ shall know and see for sure. Till then I still hope that there is some chance.

Xmas [ spent very quiet, for 1 could not bear to think of a merry Xmas when | knew
nothing. I have been so nervous that I couldn’t write, I couldn’t stay in my room. The regiment
gave a Xmas tree with a regular Santa Claus for the children of St. Blin. Their joy and happiness
was very good to see. It was a day St. Blin will not forget for quite a while. The parents know
now why the Americans love the freedom we are here to ensure. The words of thanks and
gratefulness were great to hear, The mayor made quite a little speech thanking us. Last night
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Jack Black and I had quite a long talk. Jack is sure a fine fellow and he (sic) tho he has said little
has given me more comfort than any of the other fellow tho they all have been great to me.

My trip to Dijon was a bad one. It rained all the way down and I and my men got
soaking wet. It was not so cold so we fared very well. Coming back how ever it was worst still.
We started out, with fairly clear & cold weather. Then at Laugre some sixty kilometers from
home, it started raining, then we had a miserable time. Altho 1 had made a special effort to get
men who could drive motorcycles I found that I had to drive one my self to get them all here.
Well T took one which wasn’t behaving it self any to well and about half way home [ began
having trouble, Water on the spark plugs would make it miss, then rain would get in the
carburetor, then about 10 miles from home it started snowing and it was dark by then and we had
no lights. I was creeping along, nearly home too when right out of the darkness at head of me
came a yell, “Turn to the Right Quick.” [ did and went into the ditch. But after I got
straightened out I found on the road a man lying pinned under a motor cycle & side car. None of
mine however. 1 puller the car off of him and found he had a badly hurt leg and shoulder. |
stopped a car and sent him to the hospital, By that time [ found that my engine had stopped and
nothing I could do would start it. Well there I stayed and waited till a truck came along and
puller me in. Then [ found that one of the machines had not got in and out I had to go again to
find him. Idid not find him but found one of my trucks stuck in a ditch. I sent for two other
trucks and by digging & pulling get him out O.K. It was nearly Xmas by this time so I turned in
a tired boy.

To-day the regiment gave a show and a dance. I passed by coming to my room, they
seemed to be having a nice time. [ hoped so.

I must stop now dear people. Altho we can not be together, we can be united in our
sorrow, and pray for strength to say, “God will be done.” Be very good to poor Fannie Walton.
My heart break when I think of you mother & her.

I'm well.
With all my love,

Your loving son,
William
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