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Yostmarked May 2, 19 18
Columbia, S.C.

o: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

3 16th F.A.Tuesday

Dear Father,

Yesterday I got a big letter fr om Elizabeth telling me of your lett er to her. She sure did
appre ciate it father. I'd like to take a few lessons from you in letter writing fr om what she said
about it. I believe she had been a litt le afr aid of you before now she isn't. Any way she sure did
write me a wonderful letter. You sure much (sic) have sent her the whole rogue gallery from the
number of pictures she said she had. I hope she likes them all.

The ones you send me came O.K. Sams picture is now right on the wall over my bunk.
I've sent one or two of them away. Thank you for them.

We are in the midsl o rumor , rumors & rumors. One hardly knows hat to believe.
You can get most of it fr om the papers. From all I can hear, the camp is to be made an art illery
camp but I don't know whether that means we are going over or not. Some believe it does as a
few organizations have gott en their orders to equipe themselves for oversea serv ice. We have
received no such orders. But don't be surprised to receive a telegram fr om me at a y time now
telling you that the orders have come. I hope I can see you all before I go over but one can't
always tell. If I knew for sure I'd ask for a few days leave.

To-day a regiment of "1SSmm Hows" came into camp a day from Camp Handcock.
They came thru the country in Quads Trucks. A complete regiment 2000 str ong in a large
number of trucks. I never saw so many Quads together before. Looked fine at night when all the
search lights were turn ed on. They are a national guard outfit. Have got the "pep" tho. They
may be the forerunner of the making of this camp into a second Ft Sill. I hope so.

This motor school business is sure putt ing me behind alot now. I'm the only one who has
passed every work an d I have to do all the motor work while the others study. I should worry
only it puts me so far behind. We are coming right along with the school. Each day a new lot of
nen go thru the courses and each day new men tackle the mysteries of the ca.rburetor magneto
and they are learning it too. That part is the pleasing pa . We have an old engine which we are
putting back together. The men have made broken parts and put it in good shape. We hoping to
run it soon.

To-day we had another review. That is one reason why I think that we may be getting
r ady to go over.

This makes the third review in two weeks. Our whole art illery brigade was
before our colonel & Gen. Bailey. We made a good impression too. I was put in charge of the
motor section again. We came thru all O.K. this time tho. Nothing got stuck and we had a good
time. I'm pretty sure we made a good impression.
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Yesterday we went on a tactical ride as they say. Ou Majortook the 2"d& 3r batt alion
off icers out an d we selected gun positions & etc. Each man being assigned a position &
correspond to a position in the Detail. It was very interesting an d I'm hoping we are to get more
of it. I had thought that we were to ire to-day but we didn't.

We have been geiting new men in steadily now since the 26th. "Joe Chambliss" fr om
Chatt ooga came in th e other day. I'm going to look him up tomorrow. "Joe" is one of the
young fools who thought this war was ajoke or something. He says it is against his religion to
fight. I sure think he had a f nny religion that all. The negroes have been coming in by the
hundreds to-day . The mustering offi cers are kept busy from mor ing till night now. Sometimes
way into the night. Everything is different fr om what it was at first. We don't get absolutely
green men now. Most of them have had some experience in the Depot Brigade. It is a
wonderful sight to see how quickly they whip the new men in shape. The biggest job is to give
them small-pox & typhoid treat ent.

Must close now. Love to all
.

Your af ectionate son
William
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Postmarked May 14, 1918
U.S. Army Postal Serv ice
From: Sa '1R. Keesler -
2nd Lt A.S.S.R .C.A.P .O. 705 A.E.F."Mother's letter"
To: Mrs. S.R. Keesler
401 Waltham St.Greenwood, Mississippi, U.S.A.

2nd Art illery Aeri al Observ ation School
A.P .O. 705 A.E.F. Sunday 12th
"Mother's Day"

Dearest Mother,

I am thinking about you especially today - although I thi k about you rea.
l often at other

times too. But of course to-day is all your own. I sure would love to be home for a visit just to-
day if no more. I was thinking last night as I lay on my cot, what a wonderful mother - and
father too - I had and I thanked God for them - or for giving me to t em - either will do . I'm
quite sure I could 't have a bett er mother or father - aren't you glad I think so?

T e Y.M.C.A. is making a big day our of mother's day - as well as the army - all mail
marked "mother's lett ers" is treated as a special le er - of course you know this tho.

Really to-day isn't Sunday but Sat. but I am dating it the 12th an d writing it now to get it
in the post o ice on the 12th.

All week we have had rain and clouds conse uently no fl ying, however we have
progre ssed considerably in our instruction - that is work - especially art illery adjustment
- our new instructor is very ood indeed. We have been practicin buzzing and receiving this
week some and are gett ing pretty good - I personally had gott en rusty in receiving. You know
when we get to the fr ont we use receiving sets as well as sending sets - that is sometimes.

I am going to tour a er dinner and do some shoppin etc an d come back at 1130 P.M. I
am going to stay in camp tomorrow - four of us, however, are going over to a little village for
supper tomorrow. We went over a day or so ago and got things fi xed up - It's lots of fu to go
over and to talk to these villagers - Its good practice however and we are learning a few
words that way.

Must go to dinner- so this letterwill be continued tomorrow -

Good by this time with lots of love to you all - an d most especially to my dearmother-

Yourdevoted son,Sam Jr.
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- . •

1•• 1,
1

_ . . 1 .
'

,
- - - - . • . , _- - • : •- , . . • ; .



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

" "

" ' - , - - ."1
.. c 7 . '

' -
% ' ' ?

' ' a - . ' c p -

c ' , Y n
.

; '- , l;
s' '

" n ' ' ; '

, y 1

'
; ,

,, °
'' p , - -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

Postmarked May 24, 19 18
Columbia, S.C.Jackson Branch
To: Gen S

.
R

.
Keesler

Greenwood, Miss

3 16th F.A.Thursday

Dear Father,

Things have been moving this week. The Art illery center has begun it active work. For
the first three days we had an exam in artillery or rather gunnery to find out what we knew so the
instructor would cover the right ground. Now we are ready to begin our twelve week course. I
heard that our Brigade would be the first one to be really American trained

. They say that when
we go that we will go straight to the front and not to the French schools. I hope so. Everything
is artillery here now. Only a few of the "Dough Boys" are left . A big crowd left this moming on
a hike thru to Greenville. It was the supply Co,

& Sanitary Detachment of one of the regiments.
It looked fine as it swung down the road. We are expecting to get our new men soon but no one
knows just when.

Motor School is progressing.
We got one of the cars moving yesterday and I presented it

to the colonel. He decided he wanted to take a ride so a ride we took. We took nine in it. It was
a Zo ier tho & pulled right along until the tire went down. Oh but I felt like 30 cents when I
took the colonel that the ride back must be by street car & not by Zozier. But it wasn't all my
fault as I could suggest that we cut the crowd. But all that is fixed now and he can ride as much
as he pleases. We shall have several others running soon. Two Lueomobiles are about ready to
run and we expect to make regimental "gitneys" out of them. I am going to make one of them
the Motor School car and use it for nothing else.

This wcck end I'm going to go up to D.C. for commencement Sunday. I wanted to get
two days but couldn't on account of excu es & etc. But I can get the week end. When does
Charlotte graduate? I wish I could be there to see her ger her "dip." Let me know when it is to
be.

I got a letter from Sam Tuesday. You will find it enclosed
. He is having an interesting

time now. 1'd sure like to be with him. Just last night I was thinking of how many of my friends
were already "over there" & I still here. But we will all get our chance at the ti e for it.

Please plan that auto trip so as to come by here. That w uld be very easy and not very far
out of your way. The road from Atlanta to Columbia is fairly good and the road rom here to
Ashville can be driven in twel e hours.

Tomorrow we are to have an exam on the French 75 mm cannon. We 6" How. Regiment
have to learn them all, American 3" French "75," 4 .7 " Ho , " How, & ISS" How. There are a
few sea coast guns we haven't learned some thing about yet, l 2" & 14" motors you know. I
can't get all of it in my head yet. I gct 3" mixed ith 4.7" & 155 mm with 75 mm. But most of
my experience has been with them in books not actual experienc .
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My but it was hot to-day. The heat was fierce. Some of our work is in the sun too and
to-day I got it. We had a rain this evening tho & cooled things off.

-Iow are the crops this ye r? How is Pine Bluff? I wish I could be there to help with it. I
believe that aft er this was is settled I will be a farmer. A course at an A&M would fit in a short
while and 1can learn fast enough. Anyway I wish I could be there now. The cotton & corn
around here are in fine shape. The corn looks great. A little more rain and one could almost
watch it come up.

Must close. With love to all.

Your affectionate son,William.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

a a o

a

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

- -
- -- -- - ; .-: .- -. ._ .

" ` -_ " ' 1
`

'
( '

• .: : ,, __
; , • ' .

_
r _ __ . . .r c

-
'

. '

.
'

_

, <. _ .
5 : .

1 1• '.
_~

J l
_ .

•
i 7 .  

I r
I

. '

_ y 1
- :

_ _t ' ' J~
' ' 1 _

__ ' •

. .
: i'

_ • , ,
i .. T

' .
a

. .
_ • '

_ ' L. ; .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIE



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

: ,- -. . . - -.-_ -. . . •__ - -_ .• . -_• , --. . - _-. . - .-: • -• . , .- • _ . - -
•

. . . . .

_ 1

4• " • '
_ _

•

,,
• •

. .
' •C s

. • . •
'_ _,

- S . . .

1 - . -
•

. . .

_

•

. '
. •

.• - '
- _ - . . .

. • -' . .
. i

s

'
.

,
r _'•

.r - -

_ • 1' -

, . ' . . :. . . .
' .

- .. .
'

, . . • . ..
y

.
1 . . . , I•

1
.

.
l l

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

- 1
_ _ _

_

=

1

-

-
_

_ _

_ - - _ _
_ -

-

__-_- - _- - - _ - - _ _-_-- - ' _ _
1 - - - 1 1 L .: . '

= - -

. .

-
_

' -

`

_ _
_

_ _

- -

_
-

-

-

-
T

_

- -

-

-

_

-
-

-

_

- -

_

-
C

`
1

`
_ _ _

-
_

'

- . ..
_

_ - . _
_ _ I

_
_ 1 ,

_
_

_ . .

- . _
. .

_ - - -
r

:r - - - -
_ - -

__ _ ` .
-

r

_ _ .
1

1
. J

__

_

- : . + ,
-

_ • ` - = - -
_ _1 _ l __

_ _ 1 , 1 • _
- . _ _ _ ' _ _ - 1

_

t . - ' a
_

- - - -

I
_ _ _ • f _

_ -
- _ _ _ - . • _

. . - . . 1 - . - _ /
'

--- - - - _ =1-- - . _ - : - - - _- = _ 4 -
_

_
. 1

_
_- _

• _
- • - - - -

r
-

_ - - 1

-

- : 1 - - -
_ _

_
_ _

:

- ' _
'

l
1

= 1

_ _ - _ _ . . - :
_

=
_

-   - _ .

.

_
•

- -

_
_ _

I I -
_ • _ _ _ , .

• -'

. _
/

-

+

- - -

_
J 1 -

. _ _

 
•

-
_

= - . 1 .i ' . _ _ _
- -

_ _
I

_ . . _
_

1
' I

, • 2 1 1 :
_ . _

l - _

- -
-

I }
._- _

G
-

• - _ _ - :

_
-

_
_ . _

_ __' . ' ' _ 1
'

_ - -
' - .

- _
- - 1 ' _ ' - .

_ _ -
:

_

44
1 _

_

'
_

.
- _ _ - - - = . .

- E . _ _ - _ - _ -
'

.t -
_

- - -

_ _
' V

_

I -
r

_
-

~

-

1
_ _ -

Z
-

•

.. .
t -

I  

i • . _
-

I

_ -

1

_' _

_

_ _ 1 '

.
-

_ _ _

- -
~

: t
_

_ _ _ _ . . _ 1 - -- l•
I

,

_
I

. _

-

-
_ _

-
[

-

_
1

1. .
i

_ .
_

  . t 1 .
- ..

_ i -

_
= - - _

: '" - - ' - _ -
- l* -

-
-

r
I _ ` - - _ _ -

' i
_ -

J
, ,. _ _

1 - t . - __
-

_ • • _ - .
'

.. 1 - _ -
• - . _

' -

_

-
_ -

_

i 1 _ _ _ . r

- -
-

-

-
- - -

1 1

_
-

  - . - . _
- r _ - -

_ - -

- -
-

_
3

_
J _

_ -
' h

t
-

- -
t

_
': - -

_ _ _ _
1 1

_
__ 1 -

_

1 r
_ _ - - I • 1

I = _ I
_

I I _ _

_
.

. -
-

' r -

;

•
..

_ -
. . - . - . • . I

I _ _ -
_

•
_ _ _

. -
. _ - - -

-
- 1

. .

- .

- . _

_
_ _

_
_

_
-

.

_
•

.
•

_ _ .

- _ _ _
I 7 . •' - - _- r_ _ . - --- - .- ' _ -- . - • - - 1 ._

- - -
- 1 • - -

I _
- ' .

.
. . .

-
- '

I
_

_
•

.-

'

l I _

_

_
r _ _ - . •

_ . _
..I I

_ _ - 1

- _
_ _ ' 1

' I
.

I
_

j
- _

_ / -
_

• ,
I = = - . - ' ; -

_ _ . •
. . - - • - ' ' ' 'C'

_- ` - _ - _ ^
_
; , 1 , . . -

-
. - I

.-_
=

.
- - . _

-

1
. `

- .I
• _ - " - , -1

- =
_ -- -

- - `
-

- -
_

-

n C ' ' _ - -
.. _

- t ~
.

_ - _ _ . 1- _ . __ _ _
- -

. I C .1 1
_

t . _ - _ _
- _

1 ' .
-- . .- . _

_ _ __
_ _ _

- - . . _ .

L
_ _

_ _ _ _
U

_ _

•

_
I - I I - • I = _ _

- . _ 1-
-

I - _ .
_ -- 1 ' - - _

_ 1. _ C '
_ _ - _ :; ••

. - _ - - - 1 , _ - . . - -.
- , - 1= J • - , r - _ _

< 1

- • ' i = - - -
i - - -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 1295



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958
- - - - - - - - .: -- - - _ % ' i

* ' i

t , ' ' ' v .O

/ - , , _ _ - _- • . ° J

' ' ' / -
,

' . " "
w-, ., . '' . `y ' '

' ' '
_

' '

- -
- - .

` . , , . . -
- . ,. - - -,

. ` ,̀

, , , '

.. - ` ' , °

r c , s

j - •

,
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

- - - , - ---- - _ - _-_ - = =--- _ - - -
_ - - -- __ - - - _ _- - - : -= _- - _ - -_- _ _- - - _,:__

- _ - ,
_

- _
_

_ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ ' : '. t -

_
_ _

_ _
_

-

-

_ _

- _

-
_

- F ' -
' T

_
c - -

_ .
-

_ - . - - .
 

_ ,
_

'
_ = t-

_ _

~

_ _
. _ _ _

_
r _ a

-

_ _ _ _ _ _ __
. .

_
_ __

_ _ - -
_ - _ - - - - - _ -

I- -
_ ._ _ _ _ - -

- = _ - _
- - -

_
- . . .

°
_

_

_ - - - - - -
. - _

-
_ _ -

_ -
_

- - - -
_

- _ -
_

-
_ _

- ' = - -
_

.
_

-
- - - r : -

- _ ' -
-

_
- - - - = ' - _

- - - - _
-

_
- _ _ _

- -
_ _

_ _ - -
_

_

-
- __ _ . _ , . _ - - - _

_ ' _
_ - - . _ _

- _ - - - - - -
_ _ _ _ '

_
- - - - - - -

__
_

_

- -

- - - - - _ _ _ _ - - - - _ _ _ _

_ _ •

_ _

_ _
_ _ _

. - -

_ _ _

_ _ _ _
- • - - '

_
-

_ _ - _
- - 1

_ _ _ . _ _ _
_

- -

. _ _ _ _ . .
_ _ _

I H
_ -

_ _
_

_ _
_

1: - _
-

_ . _
l -

_
_

=
_ .

_ - - E - - - - - - -
-

- _ = - ..
- - - - - _ - - _ c _ _ _

_ _ _ _- _ _ _
- = - -

- - - - -

_

s

_ _

-
_

_ _ . _ _ _

_

- . _ - _ __ _ _ . _
-

' - ` - 1 . _

- _ - - _ __ _ _ 't ' - .
_

-

_ _ _ - T _ _
1

_
'

_ - =
_ .- -_ _ - - -_

_ - _ _ _
l

-
- -

=

_ -
_

T -
- =

.

_
- -

_

_
_

T
' ' L F

_

_ -
_

_
_ _ _ _

_
`

- r " - - -
- _ _ _

_ _

~

_ . _ _ _
_ _

J • I - _ _

_ . - . - •
_

_ _
- - . - I

_
.

.
.

. . _ _ . _ - _ . _ _ .

- .

_ _

_
f ` -

_ •

_
_ T

_
, _ _ ` _ _

i
. I r . - :

.
i

_ _ _ _ - -
-

. - . - - .

•

_
-

/
_ _ _ . : I

_ _ _
1

.
- :

_ _ _
_ . .

' ,
-

_ _ _ . _ . _ .

_
-

-

~
~

_
I = -

I - '
_ _ _

_
_

_ .
_

_ _ . I
_ _ _

_ .. _ _ _
S

. w
T

_
I

-

_ _ _ _ _
- _

-
_

_ -
.

-

, y
. .

. . _ _ '
-

- '
- - -

_ -

_ - - - - - . .
- t -

. .
- -

- _ - - -

_ - - - - _
. _ _

- i

'

_ _
_ „ _

_

. . . _

I
_ _ .

_
C

_ ' . _ _
_ _ _

_
_

_ . . _ . - _
l . _ - I

_

-
-

-
_

' _ t

I . . _ _ _ .
.

a- - - _ -
. . -' - - - ' ' - - - - - ' -I

_
..

_ _ ' - . . _

-

_

-

- ,

y -

_ .
:

S

r
I_ I _ _ _ r _ . _ . _ I _

. . - . - . _
' ' ' _ - _ . .

- .

-
.

' -

_
= = _ _

_. -
r

- _ - - - ^
- _

_ _
_

- - ' - - t i '
-

_

. - _ _ • _ - • : . . _ .
- 1

_ _
t

_I
_ _ _ _ _ _

'y . _ _ _ _
I

_ _ _ . . _ I I
c _

` ' . •-
_

.. _
- - • _ _ -

_ - - .. _ . _ _= - _ -
i - . - _

_ _
-

_ _
' - _ . . _

0 - . _ - - e - - -
1

- - -

_ , . , -
- -

-

. .. .
-

- . - a .

-

_ Y

_ . _ _ _
_I I

L   - -
_

_
'

_ - - i n
_

_ _
_ L I _ _

. _
: . _

1 _1
_ _

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

; .. , -
-- . -_,

: - .
.

ci
, ' .

`
- 7

.

, ,,
-

'

! .

j
`

_ ' ' "

. - _ _ -
, - ' s '

. '
'

`. . ;
., •

' r ' r `
O

;

_
L

,

"

_ _ _
r

[[

/

'J(

.
. "

/ /

i

/ 'I
.

_

. ' .
/

' '

". .

• •
' " +- - . •

- - - - -
`

-- - - - - - - - - - _ - - --
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

Samuel R. Keesler
2nd Lt A.S.S.R.C.A.P.O. 705 A.E.F.Postmarked May 27, 19 18
U.S. Army Postal Service
To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Mississippi

, U.
S

.A.

2nd Art . Aerial Obs. School
A.P.O. 705- 5/26/ 18

Dearest Mother,

Another week has come and gone and my stay here is ne ring its end
. e are to have

some examinations next week while our French Instructor is away. I'll get by them all right.

1received a letter from father yesterday writt en May 7th. It came over right rapidly -
don't you think? 18 days.

Yesterday while in the city guess whom I saw? "Pug" Lenoir. I was passing a cafe and
some one called mc by my first name. I looked around and to my surprise saw "Pug." He is
looking mighty well, I think. He said he is stationed at the Naval Training school for bombers
which is not far from here. I don't know enough about the Navy to tell you what his rank is but I
think he's a petty o cer of some kind. He does not y - although he has tried very hard to them
to gi e him fl ying lessons. I was mighty glad to see him. He told me he had met Wade Reeves
on the street about a month ago. Now what do you know about that! Why in the name of
goodness couldn't I have run into him. I would have given a whole lot to have seen him. I know
the name of his ship now and will tr to keep track of him.

Now you folks get together an d you
can figure out where I am - of course Wade w ites home.

I know where Wilmer Bacon is now also. He is in he same school with "Chief ' and
Preacher Morrison and the others.

We were very sorry to have to part with our K.O. - Capt Gruhn - last week. He has gone
to take charge of another school - we have a 1st Lt. for a commanding officer now. He's all
right so far.

1tri ed my new uniform on yesterday and it fits spendidly - with a few minor alterations it
will make a very nice looking uniform.

One of our pilots got his hand cut yesterday while fl ying. You know our wireless is run
by a small generator which is located right behind the pilot's seat. The generator is run by a
small propeller- Lt Balfour raised his han d to point out something on the ground to the observ er
and the wind blew his hand into the propellcr and cut it vary badly. He landed the machine all
right however. I have heard of the same thing happenin before.

To-morrow is the last day of the Red Cross Drive and I do hope the amount will reach
$25000 as father hoped to raise.
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You all will have a rand time going to Montreat thru t e country, if you go slowly and
don't get blistered by the sun - w t the small baby tho - you'll have to take it easy . I ca 't help
but say that I wish V & I were going to be along but ill have to wait until "apre la g erre" -
won't we?

For a wonderit didn't rain yesterday. It usually rains every Saturday. It's cloudy now
tho - so we may have a showerto-day. •

I cabled Charlott e yesterday - "congratulation " I hope I guessed the time co ectly -
also Stuart& cabled Margaret,

Guy,
Lavern Richardson etc.

Adieu until next time, mother. Lot of love to you all - I hope you re will - I am well.

You devoted son,Sam
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(no envelope)
2"aArt illery Aerial Observation School

A.P.O. 705
May 28cn

Dear W- : ,

Classes don't start until 2 P.M. so I have a little time right af er di ner - in which
to write etc. consequently here comes a little note.

The mail is finding its way to me very regularly - yesterday I received 5 lett ers
and a commonwealth. I sure enjoycd them. Day before yesterday - I got 4 from F.W.R.
1don't have to day I enjoyed them.

Yesterday had exam on Signals etc - to-day one on Photography & Photo
Interpretation. Tomorrow one in wireless you see this is our last week here hence - the
exams. I'll pass them I think all right.

Our French Instructor is away for several days.
While he's gone they are keeping

us busy with exams.

Saw "Pug" Lemain on the street in Saturday. Big as ever and as full of
"bull" - He's located at he Naval School for Bombers near here. He is some kind of a
petty officer. He told me he saw Wade Reeves on the street about a month ago - what do
yo know about that! Here I am so close and didn't get to see him.

V'hen are you coming over - if you could only get to the art illery school near here

- it would be fine. You are likely to come here too - but I'll be gone then I guess.
Anyway you ' ll enjoy it.

Sund y a French pilot landed on our field and got his engine fixed. He was
driving a 15 meterNewport and believe they can get off the ground in a hurry . When he
left he looped the loop for us aft er he had gotten high enough.

I guess you are still "chie ' motor mechanic, aren't you? Well, teach it to them
the right ay.

I am having a new uniform made. Whip cord - fits very nice - I'll get it
Wednesday. It will cost 38 frs. Figure it out and see how much I'm paying - $100 =
5.71 fr s. about. You see things are expensive over here too.

Mother sent me a lot of letters from different persons - among them was one fr om
Elizabeth to father. I enjoyed reading it very much.
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When ever you see a "good" Sam Brown Belt go ahead an d buy it. It will save
you the trouble aft er you get here an d I have seen no real good ones for sale. Get some
sure enough thick leather when you buy.

Are you studying French as I suggested? If not - do so by all mean s. It will come
in handy. Of cour e I've picked up some expressions and learned some words - but if I
had studied the verbs etc. a litt le I would be in a better fix now. If you ever get captured
you'll have a chance to see how little German Tommy tr ied to teach you.

e are having very nice weather now. Its warm and the sun shines - which
makes things look so pretty - naturally.

Stuart is here with me, you know.
He's gett ing along fine. Wilmer Bacon is over

at the same place where "Chie ' "preacher" Nat Anmstead, Latt er Law & others are
located. I hope to see them some of these days.

I understand one of my ]etters was published in the Commonwealth - isn't that a
shame? I haven't secn it yct.

Remember me to all the fellows - I hear Camp J. is to become an art illery camp -
Is that right?

Write when you can -
Your brother in

_

Kai
_

,Sam

Aviation Section
American Expeditionary Forces
C/O Postmaster
New York

P.S. I forgot to ask how Elizabeth is gett ing along. Does she love you as much as ever,
but why ask foolish questions? Fannie Watton sure is good about writing me so of course
she hasn't forgotten me. Nell is writing to me as usual every once and awhile.

I started a diary - but got disgusted and quit - I'll keep an account of anything
very import ant that happens - e.g. bringing do n a Boobe or gett ing brought down (if
I'm able)
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Samuel R. Keesler
2nd Lt A.S.S.R.C.A.P .O. 745 A.E.F.Postmarked Jun 12, 19 18
U.S. Army Postal Service
To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Montreat, N. Carolina, U.S.A.

2nd Art . Aerial Obs. School
June 10, 1918

Dearest Mother,

We have had several changes lately - and the normal state of our life here has been
interfered w th. Two of our pilots have been ordered away - up to the front - and three of our
observers have been sent back to . I fear they are dropped. One of them was one of
roommates. There is some mistake about his case I think. Anyway we miss them very much.
Also the two pilots, who le t, took their dogs with them and we miss them v ry much also.
"Pilot" - the puppy which is le - cert ainly missed his brother and sister.

Your lett er writt en May 13th came last week. I sure was glad to get it. I'm delighted to
know that the cablegram reached you on "Mother's Day" - I intended it to do so .

Mrs. Price's death was very sad of course,
but it's a blessing aft er all. Don't you think

so? Doyer must have had a trying time.

We went to tour on Saturday as usual. Its gett ing tiresome to go to Bordeaux so much.
We came back to camp Sat. night. Sunday morning we road in with the ones who were le ving
and saw them off. Had dinner with Lt. Ledy (French Instructor) & Stuart at the "Chapeau
Rouge." VVhen I speak of "we" I mean my other room-mate and I - (Lt.

Durand)
.

We had a
very nice meal. After dinner w•e (four) went out to the Athletic Field where Stuart was to run.He ha joined ihe Bordeaux Athletic Club . We met Mrs. Briyuet & her daughters who love to
watch Athletic Sport s. They are friends of Stuart 's & Lt. Balfour's & Lt. Ledy's. The daughter
is very attractive and very well educated. She speaks English some. I know I enjoyed talking to
her. Stuart had to run three races - all of them the l 00 meter race. He won two of them and tied
the other - next Sunday the Ch mpionship Rac s of this district will be run. Stuart should win in
my opin on.

e have just come from class and as I sat here getting ready to write - I saw a paper on
my table and picking it up - I saw it was a promvti n - no - not for me - but for my room-mate
- Lt. Durand. The promotion was to a 1S' Lieutenancy - and he should have been one long ago.Such surprises sure make a fellow feel good. I certainly enjoyed congratulating him. Some Day
may be, I'll have the same experience.

This morning myself with 3 other Lts. Went over to ride in the balloons. Unfo unately, I
was the only one who didn't get up - since I was last. However I expect to get up to-morrow and
sce how it feels.
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To be perfectly fr ank I am getting tired of so much school work etc - altho it is an easy
life so far. I am ready to go to a machine gun school and then to the fr ont. It isn't a pleasant
thought to think of fl ying this winter - but I imagine that we'll be working hard about that time.

I know you people must have been excited when you learn of the sub-Raid off the New
Jersey coast - and also you must be rejoicing over the way our soldiers are fightin - The
Marines are doing wonderfully, aren't they?

Most likely you are in Montreat now and enjoying yourselves. It does me good just to
think about the wonderful days I've spent up a ong those Blue Ridge Mountai and I am glad
you are there.

I trust William will be able to go up to see you - and Eliz beth.

By the way I received a long letter fr om W"- . Last week, which was extrernely
interesting. I wish W . was here at the Art . Camp - then I could see him o en.

It has been raining some today - an d is much cooler than usual. A fire would feel good
tonight .

Morn ing of the 11th

We have just come fr om Camp . I got my ride in the balloon all right - I staid (sic)
up about 20 minutes. No start ling sensations to it. I like the air-planes much bett er. Just before
the fir t trip this morning - The wind close to the ground was quite strong - consequently the
balloons tossed about at a great rate. I thought it was going to dive into the ground once.

Yesterday was Stuart 's Birthday - He was 24 yrs. old.

Remember me to my iends in Montreat - Love to you all -

Your devoted son,Sam Jr.
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Postmarked June 12, 1918
Columbia, S.C.Jackson Branch
To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

3 16th F. .Tuesday

Dear Father,

The paper and your letter came telling of the Commencement exercises. I sure have
enjoyed them. I'm awfully proud of my oldest sister. She sure has made a splendid record. She
will keep it up at college too,

I know.

I ran into Mr Lipscomb on the streets sat. Never was so glad to see anyone in my life. It
was almost like getting back home again. I spent the evening with him. He is in camp but I
haven't been able to locate him yet. Have been very busy with the otor school & Hdqr Co
work.

This week-end I spent ith Bob Richardson & two other D.C. friends who had come
down to enlist. They could do nothing however as they hadn't their s rial #. They seemed to
think that the war would be over before they got in it. I tried to impress it upon them that it
wouldn't. Jack Black tried to get them to enlist in our regiment but I don't think it would be the
best thing for them as they wouldn't have much chance for the next officers Training Camp. I
sure was glad to see them. We found "Joe" Chambliss & 'ard Thompson and we six had a
regular D.C. talk fest.

Got a lctter fr om Olive Rhause to-day saying that she expected to come down to Jackson
to-morrow. I wired her to be sure to do so. I'll tr) to show her the whole camp and I know she
will cnjoy it. •

So you haven't made any plans about Montreat yet. ['m getting very anxious for you all
to come up. I want to see everyone of you very bad

. I'm hoping you bring mother & Charlotte
by ere. But if you go to Montreat first then motor down that will be fine as Elizabeth must come
too . Mrs Lipscomb has already planned to have her visit her. I hope she c n come. Is F.W.R.
coming to Montreat with you. You can sec from Sam's letter what he thinks of that idea.

Last week I was out on the Range for two whole nights. We went out Thursday night and
took up position and got ready to fire on the enemy that night. Oh it was awf l. Rain pouring
down, lightning thundering. he mud & sand deep and with green horses & greener drivers
we had an awful time. We left the Gun park at 9 P.M. & I finished my work at 5:45 A.M. I got
one hour of sleep in twenty four and the next forty eight I got six. Bclieve me I was all in. We
laid telephone wires thru woods at night for a distance of three miles. It took a long time but we
got them thru. The next day we i red and did fairly wel The guns worked fine and so did our
wired although they tried to cut thru three times. I got in Friday night at 12:15 aft er working
getting up those wires. We are sure relating the real thing over here now. We work out
everything on paper then put them out in the field. Very very interesting work. Right now we
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are u der gas instr ction. e ca y our gas m ks every where we go and they are exploding
ga shells arou d us all t e time.

Mu t close. Love to all.

You a fection te son,illiam
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Samucl R. Keesler
2nd Lt A.S.S.R.C.
A.P.O. 705 A.E.F.Postmarked Jun 17, 19 18
U.S. Army Postal Service
To: s S

.R.
Keesler

Montreat, Nort h Carolina, U.S.A.

2nd Artillery Aerial Observation School,
A.P.O. 705 - A.E.F. France
June 16, 1918

Dearest Mother,

Well I'm still here as you see by the above, I judge we will be here two weeks longer at
least. You see the art illery {are/is} (you can choose) just ready to try firing with aerial
observation - and since some of the clas s haven't spott ed for art illery we are staying on to get
some practice. We are hoping,

however, to get to a machine gun school before long.

Edward dropped me a note last w•eek
, saying he would meet me in Bordcaux Sat .

I w as
expecting him at 3 P

.
M

.
but he didn 't get in until 6 P

.
M

.
Stua ,

Ed
,

Lt.
Durand & I took supper

together.
We had quite a pleasant time indeed

.
Edward is looking j ust as well as ever.

He had

charge of the Instruction of 350 men over at Libourn e , teaching them how to drive quad trucks
etc.

I didn't stay in town very long last night. Durand & I came back at 9 o'clock. I aught to
go in to-day and see Stuart run - but am not. He is running in the Championship Meet of the
District (South Western). He should win his race.

New orders have come out regarding men in town - very good in away. No enlisted man
allowed on streets af er nine o'clock without special pass . Y.M.C.A. classes at 9 P.M. etc. No
wines, beers, or liyuors afler 8 P.M.

I received a letter from Dayer yesterday writt en from Memphis and was might glad to
hear from her. I'll answer it right away. Also a letter from W-' & one fr om F.W.R. both writt en
in April - finally reached me. Altho they were very old I enjoyed them never-the-less - Mail is
mail over here -

1must say that I don't feel likc the color of this paper - blue - so don't think so. Ijust
bought it to be buying something a pretty mademoiselle sold it to me, you see. Any way you'll
know my letters before you see the hand writing.

I am assuming you are in Montreat. I hope I am correct in my assumption. I hope Dayer
is there, too, w•ith Charlie Wright and Charles Edward Jr. Did you go thru the country and was it
a good trip? Etc.

I can picture you all now, in my mind, eagerly waiting for someone to bring the mare up
the hill and especially the daily paper- We do the same thing here. Events are happening so
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rapidly now that we can't et news fast enough - anyway - we feel confident out "boys" at the
front are going to hold - and they have so far and even more than that. Some of these days we'll
be there too .

Do you want some lace? There is plenty of it here - if I knew anything about it, I would
buy some for you.

The weather is much cooler now than it has been - also has been cloudy for last three
days - interfering, by the way, with our aerial work. 1am hopi g tomorrow will be clea - for
me ork with the art illery in the morn ing.

I bought some French hair tonic not long ago for dandruff - I am praying that it won't
make my hair fall out . 1 ow do you reckon I would look bald? Awful - of course. I won't do
that tho - I was joking.

I watched the 155 Howitzers fire last week - and also saw where the trench mort ars were
firing - you can watch the projectile almost all the way thru its tr ajectory- quite interesting to
watch them fire. Both guns are very important articles up at the fr ont.

Nothing has happened during the week of special interest around here - consequently not
much news - Here's hoping the next letter will be better - although it will be a "blue" one, too.

Lots of love to you - each one - and especially my dear moth er -

Devotedly your Son,Sam Jr.
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(I 'o envelope)

Somewhere in Englan d
Aug 15, 19l 8

Dear Father,

This being thc first time sine I left Camp Mills to write even a line to everyone excepting
the cards & the wire. Our trip over was great. I made a few note, kind of a diary which I'll write
up later. I have a few•minutes now before we leave to write so will only write a note.

V'hen N.Y. dropped out of sight, I had no sensation at all of leaving my native land. I
guess the excitement & work of embarkation over came that. What I did enjoy was the way the
big boats were han dled by the tugs and also the boats which we passed. Several of them looked
the Rising Sun of Japan in their camoufl age paint. The whole sight was very interesting and
exciting. One of the aeroplan es from Mineola fl ew over us as we dropped out of sight and fl ew a
circle around us waving us a Good By. That made me feel like I was leaving. From ihen on we
saw nothing except our convoy, although they say we passed a vessel in the night. No "subs"
w•ere sight that was "Good." I had a feeling tho before we start ed of wanting a brush with them
but aft er we got on the Atlantic believe me that fceling was left far behind. I never saw so much
water in my life. One sure could get lost easily, out there so one of the men said, each wave
looked like the next one. Oh the water was beautiful for two days. Then it was so ugly that
every body excepting a very few hated it. That old boat did every thing but s a d on its head & it
tried to do that several times. Sick. You bet I was sick for about four hours. I didn't know that a
man could be so miserable before. And the worst part was that we had to stay down in the hole
w•ith the men. At least we had to stay there for two hours straight and then four hours off. T e
men were in an awful fix d that made us sicker. But in a few hours all was beautiful again,
and before long no one cared whether the ship rolled, pitched or did a fl ip for we had our sea legs
then. From then on we had a wonderful time. Then men even enjoyed it. The infantry with us
put on a very entert ainment for the Benefit of Wounded Seamen. Each night and morn ing we
had a band concert . We had wonderful weather and the only thing to keep us from having a big
time was "Boat Drill." That would break up things every now and then. One morning about 7
A.M. a "Hello Girl" up on deck swung on the whistle cord giving the signal that we were in
danger. Gee but we tu bled out in a hun . I was on duty as a "traffic cop" at one of the stair
was and the men came up in Good Shape. A er about seven days on the ocean we came in sight
of land. Gee I had a few sensations then. It is hard to describe just the satisfaction seeing land
gave me. But I haven't felt yet that we are in a foreign land excepting the money. I have
mastered that now. Altho I can't always figure it out as quick as some can. We landed on the
west sidc of England and marched five miles to camp. Then next day we rested and le for here
the next day Aug 14. We are in a rest camp now expecti g to leave soon.

Before leaving Camp Mills I wrote you a lett er which I gave to a iend to mail
. He said

he had no chance to mail it but threw it to some people out of the window of the train. Let me
know if you received il. My address right now is.

Lt William P. Keesler
Hdqr Co. 3 16th F.A.
American Expeditionary Forces
France
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Via N.Y.Do not put A.E.F. on the envelope.

Will write again soon. Am very well.

Best of love to you & all.

Your devoted son,William P Keesler
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