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Postmarked May 2, 1918

Columbia, S.C.
To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss
316th F.A.
Tuesday
Dear Father,

Yesterday I got a big letter from Elizabeth telling me of your letter to her. She sure did
appreciate it father. I’d like to take a few lessons from you in letter writing from what she said
about it. I belicve she had been a little afraid of you before now she isn’t. Any way she sure did
write me a wonderful letter. You sure much (sic) have sent her the whole rogue gallery from the
number of pictures she said she had. I hope she likes them all.

The ones you send me came O.K. Sams picture is now right on the wall over my bunk.
I've sent one or two of them away, Thank you for them.

We are in the midst of rumors, rumors & rumors. One hardly knows what to believe.
You can get most of it from the papers. From all I can hear, the camp is to be made an artillery
camp but I don’t know whether that means we are going over or not. Some believe it does as a
few organizations have gotten their orders to equipe themselves for oversea service. We have
received no such orders. But don’t be surprised to receive a telegram from me at any time now
telling you that the orders have come. Ihope I can see you all before I go over but one can’t
always tell. If I knew for sure I'd ask for a few days leave.

To-day a regiment of “155mm Hows™ came into camp a day from Camp Handcock.
They came thru the country in Quads Trucks. A complete regiment 2000 strong in a large
number of trucks. I never saw so many Quads together before. Looked fine at night when all the
search lights were turned on. They are a national guard outfit. Have got the “pep” tho. They
may be the forerunner of the making of this camp into a second Ft Sill. I hope so.

This motor school business is sure putting me behind alot now. I'm the only one who has
passed every work and I have to do all the motor work while the others study. 1 should worry
only it puts me so far behind, We are coming right along with the school. Each day a new lot of
men go thru the courses and each day new men tackle the mysteries of the carburetor & magneto
and they are learning it too. That part is the pleasing part. We have an old engine which we are
putting back together. The men have made broken parts and put it in good shape. We hoping to
run it soon.

To-day we had another review. That is one reason why I think that we may be getting
ready to go over. This makes the third review in two weeks. Our whole artillery brigade was
before our colonel & Gen. Bailey. We made a good impression too. I was put in charge of the
motor section again. We came thru all O.K. this time tho. Nothing got stuck and we had a good
time. I'm pretty sure we made a good impression.
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Postmarked May 24, 1918
Columbia, S.C.

Jackson Branch

To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

316th F.A.
Thursday

Dear Father,

Things have been moving this week. The Artillery center has begun it active work. For
the first three days we had an exam in artillery or rather gunnery to find out what we knew so the
instructor would cover the right ground. Now we are ready to begin our twelve week course. |
heard that our Brigade would be the first one to be really American trained. They say that when
we go that we will go straight to the front and not to the French schools. 1 hope so. Everything
is artillery here now. Only a few of the “Dough Boys” are left. A big crowd left this morning on
a hike thru to Greenville. It was the supply Co, & Sanitary Detachment of one of the regiments.
It looked fine as it swung down the road. We are expecting to get our new men soon but no one
knows just when.

Motor School is progressing. We got one of the cars moving yesterday and I presented it
to the colonel. He decided he wanted to take a ride so a ride we took. We took nine in it. It was
a Zozier tho & pulled right along until the tire went down. Oh but I felt like 30 cents when |
took the colonel that the ride back must be by street car & not by Zozier. But it wasn’t all my
fault as I could suggest that we cut the crowd. But all that is fixed now and he can ride as much
as he pleases. We shall have several others running soon. Two Lueomobiles are about ready to
run and we expect to make regimental “gitneys™ out of them. [ am going to make one of them
the Motor School car and use it for nothing else.

This week end I'm going to go up to D.C. for commencement Sunday. I wanted to get
two days but couldn’t on account of excuses & etc. But I can get the week end. When does
Charlotte graduate? I wish I could be there to see her ger her “dip.” Let me know when it is to
be.

I got a letter from Sam Tuesday. You will find it enclosed. He is having an interesting
time now. I'd sure like to be with him. Just last night I was thinking of how many of my friends
were already “over there™ & I still here. But we will all get our chance at the time for it.

Please plan that auto trip so as to come by here. That would be very easy and not very far
out of your way. The road from Atlanta to Columbia is fairly good and the road from here to
Ashville can be driven in twelve hours.

Tomorrow we are to have an exam on the French 75 mm cannon. We 6" How. Regiment
have to learn them all, American 3” French *75,” 4.7 * How, 6" How, & 155" How. There arc a
few sea coast guns we haven't learned some thing about yet, 12" & 14" motors you know. |
can’t get all of it in my head yet. I get 3” mixed with 4.7” & 155 mm with 75 mm. But most of
my experience has been with them in books not actual experience.
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Samuel R. Keesler

2nd Lt A.S.S.R.C.

A.P.O. 705 AEF.

Postmarked May 27, 1918

U.S. Army Postal Service

To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Mississippi, U.S.A.

2nd Art. Aerial Obs. School
A.P.O. 705- 5/26/18

Dearest Mother, .

Another week has come and gone and my stay here is nearing its end. We are to have
some examinations next week while our French Instructor is away. I'll get by them all right.

1 received a letter from father yesterday written May 7th. It came over right rapidly —
don’t you think? 18 days.

Yesterday while in the city guess whom [ saw? “Pug™ Cenoir. [ was passing a café and
some one called me by my first name. I looked around and to my surprise saw “Pug.” He is
looking mighty well, I think. He said he is stationed at the Naval Training school for bombers
which is not far from here. I don’t know enough about the Navy to tell you what his rank is but I
think he's a petty officer of some kind. He does not fly — although he has tried very hard to them
to give him flying lessons. I was mighty glad to see him. He told me he had met Wade Reeves
on the street about a month ago. Now what do you know about that! Why in the name of
goodness couldn’t T have run into him. I would have given a whole lot to have seen him. Iknow
the name of his ship now and will try to keep track of him. Now you folks get together and you
can figure out where [ am — of course Wade writes home.

1 know where Wilmer Bacon is now also. He is in the same school with *Chief” and
Preacher Morrison and the others.

We were very sorry to have to part with our K.O. — Capt Gruhn — last week. He has gone
to take charge of another school — we have a 1st Lt. for a commanding officer now. He’s all
right so far.

I tried my new uniform on yesterday and it fits spendidly — with a few minor alterations it
will make a very nice looking uniform.

One of our pilots got his hand cut yesterday while flying. You know our wireless is run
by a small generator which is located right behind the pilot’s seat. The generator is run by a
small propeller — Lt Balfour raised his hand to point out something on the ground to the observer
and the wind blew his hand into the propeller and cut it vary badly. He landed the machine all
right however, 1 have heard of the same thing happening before.

To-morrow is the last day of the Red Cross Drive and 1 do hope the amount will reach
$25000 as father hoped to raise.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958

























THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958






THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

(no envelope)
2™ Artillery Aerial Observation School
A.P.O. 705
May 28"
Dear W™: )

Classes don’t start until 2 P.M. so I have a little time right after dinner — in which
to write etc. consequently here comes a little note.

The mail is finding its way to me very regularly — yesterday I received 5 letters
and a commonwealth. [ sure enjoyed them. Day before yesterday — I got 4 from F.W.R.
I don’t have to day I enjoyed them.

Yesterday had exam on Signals etc — to-day one on Photography & Photo
Interpretation. Tomorrow one in wireless you see this is our last week here hence — the
exams. I'll pass them I think all right.

Our French Instructor is away for several days. While he’s gone they are keeping
us busy with exams.

Saw “Pug” Lemain on the streetin ____ Saturday. Big as ever and as full of
“bull” — He's located at he Naval School for Bombers near here. He is some kind of a
petty officer. He told me he saw Wade Reeves on the street about a month ago — what do
yo know about that! Here I am so close and didn’t get to see him.

When are you coming over — if you could only get to the artillery school near here
— it would be fine. You are likely to come here too — but I’ll be gone then I guess.
Anyway you’'ll enjoy it.

Sunday a French pilot landed on our field and got his engine fixed. He was
driving a 15 meter Newport and believe they can get off the ground in a hurry. When he
left he looped the loop for us after he had gotten high enough.

I guess you are still “chief” motor mechanic, aren’t you? Well, teach it to them
the right way.

I am having a new uniform made. Whip cord - fits very nice — I'll get it
Wednesday. It will cost 385 frs. Figure it out and see how much I'm paying - $100 =
5.71 frs. about. You see things are expensive over here too.

Mother sent me a lot of letters from different persons — among them was one from
Elizabeth to father. I enjoyed reading it very much.
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Samuel R. Keesler

2nd Lt A.S.S.R.C.
A.P.Q.705 AEF.
Postmarked Jun 12, 1918
U.S. Army Postal Service

To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Montreat, N. Carolina, U.S.A.

2nd Art. Aerial Obs. School
June 10, 1918

Dearest Mother,

We have had several changes lately — and the normal state of our life here has been
interfered with. Two of our pilots have been ordered away — up to the front — and three of our
observers have been sent back to . I fear they are dropped. One of them was one of
roommates. There is some mistake about his case [ think. Anyway we miss them very much.
Also the two pilots, who left, took their dogs with them and we miss thenr very much also.
“Pilot” — the puppy which is left — certainly missed his brother and sister.

Your letter written May 13th came last week. I sure was glad to get it. I'm delighted to
know that the cablegram reached you on “Mother’s Day” — I intended it to do so.

Mrs. Price’s death was very sad of course, but it’s a blessing after all. Don’t you think
so? Doyer must have had a trying time.

We went to tour on Saturday as usual. Its getting tiresome to go to Bordeaux so much.
We came back to camp Sat. night. Sunday morning we road in with the ones who were leaving
and saw them off, Had dinner with Lt, Ledy (French Instructor) & Stuart at the “Chapeau
Rouge.” When I speak of “we” I mean my other room-mate and I — (Lt. Durand). We hada
very nice meal, After dinner we (four) went out to the Athletic Field where Stuart was to run.
He has joined the Bordeaux Athletic Club. We met Mrs. Briquet & her daughters who love to
watch Athletic Sports. They are friends of Stuart’s & Lt. Balfour’s & Lt. Ledy’s. The daughter
is very attractive and very well educated. She speaks English some. [know I enjoyed talking to
her. Stuart had to run three races —all of them the 100 meter race. He won two of them and tied
the other — next Sunday the Championship Races of this district will be run. Stuart should win in
my opinion.

We have just come from class and as I sat here getting ready to write — I saw a paper on
my table and picking it up — I saw it was a promofiorr — no — not for me — but for my room-mate
— Lt. Durand. The promotion was to a 1¥ Licutenancy — and he should have been one long ago.
Such surprises sure make a fellow feel good. I certainly enjoyed congratulating him. Some Day
may be, I'll have the same experience,

This morning myself with 3 other Lts. Went over to ride in the balloons. Unfortunately, [

was the only one who didn’t get up — since I was last. However I expect to get up to-morrow and
see how it feels.
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Postmarked June 12, 1918

Columbia, S.C.
Jackson Branch
To: Gen S.R, Keesler
Greenwood, Miss
316th F.A.
Tuesday
Dear Father,

The paper and your letter came telling of the Commencement exercises. [ sure have
enjoyed them. I'm awfully proud of my oldest sister. She sure has made a splendid record. She
will keep it up at college too, I know.

I ran into Mr Lipscomb on the streets sat. Never was so glad to see anyone in my life. It
was almost like getting back home again. I spent the evening with him. He is in camp but I
haven’t been able to locate him yet. Have been very busy with the motor school & Hdqr Co
work.

This week-end I spent with Bob Richardson & two other D.C. friends who had come
down to enlist. They could do nothing however as they hadn’t their serial #. They seemed to
think that the war would be over before they got in it. I tried to impress it upon them that it
wouldn't. Jack Black tried to get them to enlist in our regiment but [ don't think it would be the
best thing for them as they wouldn’t have much chance for the next officers Training Camp. [
sure was glad to see them. We found “Joe™ Chambliss & Ward Thompson and we six had a
regular D.C. talk fest.

Got a letter from Olive Rhause to-day saying that she expected to come down to Jackson
to-morrow. I wired her to be sure to do so. I’ll try to show her the whole camp and 1 know she
will enjoy it.

So you haven’t made any plans about Montreat yet. [’'m getting very anxious for you all
to come up. [ want to see everyone of you very bad. I'm hoping you bring mother & Charlotte
by ere. But if you go to Montreat first then motor down that will be fine as Elizabeth must come
" 100. Mrs Lipscomb has already planned to have her visit her. | hope she can come. Is F.W.R.
coming to Montreat with you. You can see from Sam'’s letter what he thinks of that idea.

Last week | was out on the Range for two whole nights. We went out Thursday night and
took up position and got ready to fire on the enemy that night. Oh it was awful, Rain pouring
down, lightning & thundering. The mud & sand deep and with green horses & greener drivers
we had an awful time. We left the Gun park at 9 P.M. & I finished my work at 5:45 A.M. I got
one hour of sleep in twenty four and the next forty eight I got six. Believe me [ was all in. We
laid telephone wires thru woods at night for a distance of three miles. It took a long time but we
got them thru. The next day we fired and did fairly well. The guns worked fine and so did our
wired although they tried to cut thru three times. 1 got in Friday night at 12:15 after working
getting up those wires. We are sure relating the real thing over here now. We work out
everything on paper then put them out in the field. Very very interesting work. Right now we
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Samuel R. Keesler

2nd Lt A.S.SR.C.

AP.O.705 AEF.

Postmarked Jun 17, 1918

U.S. Army Postal Service

To: Mrs S.R. Keesler

Montreat, North Carolina, U.8.A.

2nd Artillery Aerial Observation School,
A.P.O.705 - AEEF. France
June 16, 1918

Dearest Mother,

Well I'm still here as you see by the above, 1 judge we will be here two weeks longer at
least. You see the artillery {are/is} (you can choose) just ready to try firing with aerial
observation — and since some of the class haven’t spotted for artillery we are staying on to get
some practice. We are hoping, however, to get to a machine gun school before long.

Edward dropped me a note last week, saying he would meet me in Bordeaux Sat. I was
expecting him at 3 P.M. but he didn’t get in until 6 P.M. Stuart, Ed, Lt. Durand & I took supper
together. We had quite a pleasant time indeed. Edward is looking just as well as ever. He had
charge of the Instruction of 350 men over at Libourne, teaching them how to drive quad trucks
etc.

I didn’t stay in town very long last night. Durand & I came back at 9 o’clock. I aught to
go in to-day and see Stuart run — but am not. He is running in the Championship Meet of the
District (South Western). He should win his race.

New orders have come out regarding men in town — very good in away. No enlisted man
allowed on streets after nine o’clock without special pass. Y.M.C.A. classes at 9 P.M. etc. No
wines, beers, or liquors after g p M.

I received a letter from Dayer yesterday written from Memphis and was might glad to
hear from her. I'll answer it right away. Also a letter from W™ & one from F.W.R. both written
in April — finally reached me. Altho they were very old [ enjoyed them never-the-less — Mail is
mail over here —

I must say that I don’t feel like the color of this paper — blue — so don’t think so. I just
bought it to be buying something a pretty mademoiselle sold it to me, you see. Any way you’ll
know my letters before you see the hand writing.

[ am assuming you are in Montreat. [ hope 1 am correct in my assumption. I hope Dayer
is there, too, with Charlie Wright and Charles Edward Jr. Did you go thru the country and was it
a good trip? Etc.

I can picture you all now, in my mind, eagerly waiting for someone to bring the mare up
the hill and especially the daily paper- We do the same thing here. Events are happening so
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(No envelope)

Somewhere in England
Aug 15, 1918

Dear Father,

This being the first time sine I left Camp Mills to write even a line to everyone excepting
the cards & the wire. Our trip over was great. | made a few note, kind of a diary which I'll write
up later. 1 have a few minutes now before we leave to write so will only write a note.

When N.Y. dropped out of sight, I had no sensation at all of leaving my native land. I
guess the excitement & work of embarkation over came that. What I did enjoy was the way the
big boats were handled by the tugs and also the boats which we passed. Several of them looked
the Rising Sun of Japan in their camouflage paint. The whole sight was very interesting and
exciting. One of the aeroplanes from Mineola flew over us as we dropped out of sight and flew a
circle around us waving us a Good By. That made me feel like I was leaving. From then on we
saw nothing except our convoy, although they say we passed a vessel in the night. No “subs”
were sight that was “Good.” [ had a feeling tho before we started of wanting a brush with them
but after we got on the Atlantic believe me that feeling was left far behind. I never saw so much
water in my life. One sure could get lost easily, out there so one of the men said, each wave
looked like the next one. Oh the water was beautiful for two days. Then it was so ugly that
every body excepting a very few hated it. That old boat did every thing but stand on its head & it
tried to do that several times. SicK. You bet 1 was sick for about four hours. Ididn’t know that a
man could be so miserable before. And the worst part was that we had to stay down in the hole
with the men. At least we had to stay there for two hours straight and then four hours off. The
men were in an awful fix and that made us sicker. But in a few hours all was beautiful again,
and before long no one cared whether the ship rolled, pitched or did a flip for we had our sea legs
then. From then on we had a wonderful time. Then men even enjoyed it. The infantry with us
put on a very entertainment for the Benefit of Wounded Seamen. Each night and morning we
had a band concert. We had wonderful weather and the only thing to keep us from having a big
time was “Boat Drill.” That would break up things every now and then. One morning about 7
AM. a “Hello Girl” up on deck swung on the whistle cord giving the signal that we were in
danger. Gee but we tumbled out in a hurry. [ was on duty as a “traffic cop” at one of the stair
was and the men came up in Good Shape. After about seven days on the ocean we came in sight
of land. Gee I had a few sensations then. It is hard to describe just the satisfaction seeing land
gave me. But I haven’t felt yet that we are in a foreign land excepting the money. I have
mastered that now. Altho I can’t always figure it out as quick as some can. We landed on the
west side of England and marched five miles to camp. Then next day we rested and left for here
the next day Aug 14. We are in a rest camp now expecting to leave soon.

Before leaving Camp Mills I wrote you a letter which I gave to a friend to mail. He said
he had no chance to mail it but threw it to some people out of the window of the train. Let me
know if you received it. My address right now is.

Lt William P. Keesler

Hdgr Co. 316th F.A.

American Expeditionary Forces
France
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