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Postmaz ked Apr 9, 1917
Davidson N .C.

i
To:
Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

Davidson College
Apri18, 1917

Dear Mother,

It sure looks as if we az e going to get a free trip to Europe after all. Ijust can't realize it
tho myself. Therefore I'rn not worrying about it any - and I hope you are not any. If we just
have to go we just have to go - s why worry?

We are drilling here three times a week - there are two companies. Bob Walker is
captain of one co. & Dunlap Roddy is capt. of the other. We are just learning the very first
principles of it. At Tri ity & Chapel ill they seemed much more excited than we are - at the
former place they drill before breakfast & at the latt er aft er supper. They are going to get an
Army officer at Trinity an d probably one here.

I enjoyed my litt le trip last week.

We have five games next week - leave to-morrow for Greensboro - & play Elon again.We play Trinity two games next week
. I hope we beat them at least once. We played Charlott e

in Charlott e yesterday and we overwhelmed 14 to 3. We made 9 errors & they got 15 hits -
which explai everyth ng.

I was a litt e disappointed in my report - but guess I'll come out pretty good in the end. I
am missing a good m y classes this month.

Miss Maud an d Mrs. V. are not going to Mon reat so please plan to come to
commencement if we have any. They are not going on account of Ed. Johnson, thinking he will
have to go - & Mrs. Johnson won't go if he go en lists - & the Vinsons wont' go to Montr eat -
unless they go, so there you are.

I cert ain y hope you are well now as well as the other sick folks. Wm & I as well as all
of the G'wood (sic) bo s are in good health, I'm thankful to say. I'm on just as strict a pledge
for base ball as I was for foot ball. I'm at the training table again you know.

This is ce inly an epoch makin time, isn't it? Greater than the French Rev. Period.Speaking of history I was gratified upon making 98 on my last history review.

We have had a very rainy an d miserable Easter. Lots of love to you all. Mrs. inson &
Miss Maudjoin me in this.

Devotedly, your son,Sam
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Postmarked May 4, 1917
Davidson N.C.To:
Mrs S.R. Keesl r `
Greenwood, Miss

D.C. Thw sday

Dearest Mamma,

This day has made me happier than any since the war was start ed. We learned positively
that we could come home an d get our diplomas. I just hated the thought of not being able to be
with you. It made me nervous and worried for I knew you were thinking of an d longing for us as
we ere for you. Sam and I could not have gone into the Camp if you & father had not advised
us but now we are in I'm going to do my very best to be one out of the one who get (sic) a
commission in Sept. But even while I'm working I shall be praying that peace come an d end it
all

.

Ever since the war start ed I've been trying to find out if there was an y possible chan ce to
se re my country in another way than as a soldier but 1could not find any. I a ked Dr Sentelle
what he would advise me, he said the training camp. Dr Arbuckle said "wait a while." Dr JM &
JW McConnell say go. The whole faculty is divided. Dr Mart in can hardly sleep for worrying
over the question.

Tonight I went over to see Mrs Vinson and Miss Maud. They both would hardly talk of
the war. Mrs Vinson doesn't want any of us to go. It will be very hard for us aft er we go as
every one of the boys who go over there except one is going. She just begs us to write regularly
and says a lett er will never be owed by her. The hour Seniors who have been "her boys" for so
long are going in together an d get a "loving cup" with an appropriate message of our love on it
and give it to her.

It will be hard to leave _ other Vinson & Miss Maud. We can never know
just how much there (sic) have meant to us as we have never been away from there (sic)
infl uence. She has truly been "Mother" to us here.

"Soc" Chambliss has been called home to go to the camp. He is a boy who does not
believe in doing a thing unless he believes in it. Well he is a peace believer and when he was
called home by his people it cert ainly hu him.

I never saw a boy who was so worked up. The
last night he was here he w•as so nervous that he could not sit still and talk. I hope for his sake he
is not taken or is conscripted

.

S m and I are planning to leave here Sat. and spend Sunday with the people in Chaxlott e.
Aunt Janie has already asked us down . Then we leave there Monday gett ing home Tuesday
night. That is the way we have thing figur d now. We could leave sooner but it would rush Sam
so bad that I doubt if he could get ready. I closed Fresh Sab this aft ern oon, tomorrow I correct
the books an d then hat night get up all back work of which I have very little . I am passing all
my work but I will get a written statement assuring this from all the professors. That will cinch
my diploma.
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There will be at Camp about twenty fi ve or thirty boys fr om Davidson besides the old
men. Stuart Gilchrist, Roy Baron, Joe Roddy, Chief Mu11ea & several others have enlisted.There are seven fr om th e Chapter here going. This all makes it very nice for us. It will be like
moving part of D.C. there. That is one redeeming feature to my mind. Dr McConnell said he
never saw a bett er set of in en for o cers as was going to Oglethorpe. The standard he said was
far above the average in the army now. He asked us to stand up and fight to keep it such and we
will. He gave S & I lots of helpfu advise in the matt er.

I hear fr om Maynard that the Fountains are in N .Y. We will miss seeing them here.W en will Guy's people go nort . He hasn't said. We do not get to see very much of Guy as he
boards away fr om the rest but I see Mayn rd re gularly as he visits me and I him.

Today they had the funeral of Col Scofield, th e old ield (sic) of the student who has had
a stone on "Skits Corn er" for 40 years. The students sent a fl oral off ering and a good nu ber
went. He was the friend of us all and we will miss the "old Col" when we come to get up feeds
or to play checkers.

Sam is working hard right now try ing to get t ings in shape to leave. He has to have the
Student Body electio before he goes, also put the Student Cou sel in good h nds. He sure has
worked hard this week but things are coming around.

Good night now as the li hts have blinked. I am longing to be with you all and th t
thought has done much to make me restl ss but I'll see you soon. Love to all

Your loving son
Willi m
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Postmarked May 14, 1917
Chatanooga, Tenn
To:
Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

Fort Oglethorpe
Co.6 Training Camp

Dear Mamma,

We arr ived her O.K. at 5 oclock this morn ing and found that the N.C. boys were ready to
go out to camp so out we went and were registered & assigned to comp ies and barracks. Sam
& I were separated of course. He went to Co. 12 & I to #6. I'm going to try and change my
cocnpany so I can get with someone I know. There is no one I know it (sic) this one at all

.

In Sam's there is several D
.
C

.
boys an d in #'s 4

,
5

,
7 & 9 are boys. We are not full as yet

so I'm hoping to see some one I know before long. Sam B. is in #4 with six or seven Suwanee
boys.

We had no trouble getting in at all
.

A ll we did was to walk up an d shoe o ur yellow slips
and tl ey assigned us to places.

Sam & I got separated by one person who went to # 12 & let me
six.

I never ell so lonely in all my life as I did for an hour or so. Had the same feeling that I
had at college th e first day there. But I'm being awful (?) to leave the fellows fast so that feeling
will leave soon.

We have been measured for uniforms & etc and will get them lhis afternoon. A good
deal sooner than I expected. Tomorrow we will be given our guns and real work begins then.

The food is simple but nicely cooked and plenty of it. Gavc us lemonade for dinner, no
coffee or lea. It sure did taste good as we had not had any thing since 6:30.

Bob Jones & the rest are all out here. If you want to send an y telegrams send to "Fort
Oglethorpe C/O Co. 6 Training Camp. This is also our Post Office address.

Men a e coming fast now. Every few minutes men come in. Each compan y has three
barracks. Holding 60 men for two & th re e (each). In this first is compan y office and rooms for
officers. Haven't had time to learn his name or the Lieut's yet.

'I'he first thing they did to me was to put me in a compan y of in en learn ing the
semaphore. We went (sic) put thru this for three quart ers of an hour then dismissed. Several of
the other companies are drilling now an d the whole place is full of visitors .

Work is being rushed right on thru Sunday. If yesterday hadn't been Saturday I'd never
know this was Sunday. I guess aft er things get more sett led there will be serv ices out here. I
hope so.
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Please tell every one Good By for s. We left so suddenly that I felt like I wa in a
dream.

I've just come back fr om gett ing my uniform. It fits fine.
I feel like a real soldier now.

hen you send that u der-we r, will you send also some t pes to mark our stu , also
that fl ashlight I left in the ford, it (sic) under one of the seats.

Must stop now an d go to supper.

Love to all Yow loving son
illiam
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Reserv e Officers Training Camp rFort Oglethorp,
Georgia

Company No 12 Training
To:
Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

May 17, 1917

Dear Mothcr -

I sure got a bunch of lctters to-day - an d they were gladly received. I got about 7 -
Father's two lett ers came. I will se Mr. MeCallie Sunday, if I can about my position next year.

We were rea11 worked to-day - we get up now at 5:15 - to bed at 10°-° P.M. I get plenty
of sleep - the food is good and bountiful - I am try •ing to get my habit regular - so I am in fine
physical condition & enjoying it. I know good and well I am bett er or am going to be bett er than
a lot of these fellows here - so if I do my part - I aught to get something.

To-day wc fr illcd as usual most all morning - both by individual squads - and by Co.Each man in his squad - drilling it in turn - aft er this drill - the semaphore signaling drill - Then
drill in manual of arms. This evening Co. conference by Co. commander. Then "sett ing up"
Exercise.

Aft er supper 2 lectures by different officers to entire camp on "Personal Hygiene &
Organ ization of Army" -

Yesterday - I was vaccinated & also took typhoid vaccine again - Ijust took 3 doses
about 3 months ago @ Davidson - I don't thing the vaccination will take & the other had given
me no trouble so far.

I have learn ed that the committee of the Faculty had awarded me the "Gry phon Medal"
@ Davidson - for this year. This medal is given to the m who has done more for the college
in his Senior year - all round. 1will get it @ commencement with the other medal which will be
given - I am delighted over winning it.

Must close and retire - write to us when you have time or get Charlo e or Isabelle to -
Gett ing mail very pleasant indeed -

Your loving son,Sam Jr
(over)

P.S. Will you or father please send me a cheap fountain pen - I lost or some body stole mine
before I left College -

Sam
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.o
Reserve Officers Training Camp
Fort Oglethor ,

Georgia '
Company No 12 Training
To:
Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

5/21/ 17

Dear Father,

.
Have only time for a short note - would have writt en Sunday but went into the city - Wm

an d I went to the Second Pres. Church up in town for 11 o'clock service. Took dinner up town
I went out to see Prof McCallie af er dinner - The school is mighty prett y & looks mighty

good to me. Prof. McCallie will go ahead and get someone else in my place. If I don't get a
commission I can take up the question & a position with & if there is a vacan cy I can have it.Aft er seeing the place I regret not being able to go there - He will lose several of his teachers
next yr. on account of the wa -

We have begun the week in good shape - I believe the manual work was a little slack to-
day compaz ed to last week -

Gen. Wood is here, but I have not seen him yet. Will see him soon I guess, for I presume
he will address us -

Last n ght we had serv ice at 7 P.M.
& the l l th In . Band played - fine music, wonderful

singing.

I am gett ing rather nervous for I fear they az e going to some weeding out before long -
especially of the younger men. Here's hoping I stick -

Before dinner -
Program for Tuesday:

1. School of Co., Man ual of bayonet - signaling -
2. Position and aiming, defl ection and elevation correction drill.A er -
3. General confere nce LD.R. pars. 22 1-249
4. Sett ing up exercise -
5. Gen. Con. F.S.R. pars. 9-3 .Aft er supper -
6. Platt sburg Man l paz s. 214-233 & 252-274 - etc

We are both well - will write again soon - Love to all -
Your loving son,S m Jr
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Postmarked Chattanooga, Tenn
May 2 1, 19 17
To:

W

Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

Co 6 Training
Sunday

Dear Father

Please excuse this pencil as I've o y a litt le time to w ite in. When I wrote last week I
thought sure I'd find time to write again maybe before breakfast. There isn't any before
breakfast except reveille. They start ed in on Tuesday an d gave us the full force of training. I
never knew what work was before now I know it's spelt W O R K. 'e start as (sic) 5:15 in the
morning, breakfas t at 6:00 between this time there is a half hour of setting up exercise. Then at 7
work begins proper. We drill then until 10, when we have half hour of manual of arms, then half
hour of semaphore. Dinner at 12:00. Drill work & instruction sta s again at 1:30 and fr om then
until 5:00 we work. Supper at 5:30. Study hour for two hours at 7:30 to 9:30. Taps at 10.

The work has been so far hard as we have not quite gotten used to it. For two days I just
thought if I could get a good bed & sleep for 12 hours straight then have a good meal I'd rest
content but now I feel bett er. I'm not at all sore. he to-day has done a lot of good.

Our Company is divided into 17 squads. I'm in the 9th, #2 in order of rank. The way
they instructions does on each person has comman d of the squad for a few minutes eaeh day or is
asked cert ain questions about the commands. The captain had me explaining the manual to our
squad. I got it very well

. You see the captain has quite ajob to handle such a company. But he
does it well and we are drilling better & bett er. He is a West Point man by name of McCunniff,1st Liut. is Cap Morre U.S.R.

Yesterday at 2 oclock we got off until 10 tonight. We all made a blue streak for town and
a good supper and then a movie. There was a dance at the Patt en for those who wished to dance,
also one at Signal Mountain. Sam & I and two other D.C. boys had supper together & went to
the show. This morn ing Sam & 1went to the 2nd Church and 1never had such a time trying to
keep awake in my life. Every time I stay still now I want to sleep. Aft er church I went out to
Signal Mountain & Sam went to see Dr McCallie. Signal Mountain is certainly a beautif l spot.They have a beautif l hotel there, it overlooks the Ten . River, there is a small lake up there and
other attractions but the scenery is the chief factor. Next Sunday I'm going to see Lout Out Mt.

Each night so far we have had a lecture on some subject pert aining to war. The first was
Camp Hygiene, discipline, & etc. Friday night Gen William U.S. of the Civil War described the
batt le here. He was very old but a prett y good talker. Tonight there was a band concert which
we all enjoyed.

I tr ied to find a schedule of classes to send you but they are out of print. I'll send one as
soon as possible.
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Tell mamma to send that underwear as soon as possible. Also two pairs of woolen socks
(light in color)

Must stop now. I'm working hard as I can and am going to keep it up. Love to all.

Your affectionate son,w ittiam
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Postmarked May 28, 19 17
Reserve Officers Training Camp
Fort Oglethorp, Ga.Compan y No 6 Training
Ì'o :
Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

Sunday

Uear Father,

Your letter was received and enjoyed. Mail fr om home was never received before like
mail is now. Here we are shut off fr om every thing for a week at the time th every minute
filled full so it (sic) hard to find time to answer. I'll get some cards & write them on week days
at meal time a ter this an d a lett er on Sat.

This week the work has been like east, only we are marching & drilling under arms now.Ihis makes it easy to keep in step & makes things snappier. On Thurs. we had a two hour
practice hike with light kit. Our Co. went out & got lost and marched ten miles before we got
back. You should have seen the big fellow towards the last, they were gone sure. Sat. we had
inspection of kits, bunks & arms. That was one of the hardest things I've gone thru. We had to
stand at attention for half an hour straight. One fellow fainted. I'he rest of the days have been
filled with platoon, squad & comp y drilling,

bayonnette exercises & signaling in the morn ing.In the aft ern oon lecturing & questions on the Interior Guard Manual & the I.D.R. Last Friday
Capt Short lectured on sight setting & direction of fire. It was very interesting and instructive.Ìhe night before Capt Richardson had given us a lecture on Of icial Lett ers & the bookkeeping
side of the Captain & Lieut. Job. The night before Gen. Wood spoke to us on Preparedness &
the Selective Uraft. It was very good.

Sat aft emoon Sam, Ed Nisbet & I went into town. We had supper & saw a show, got a
few things & came back. To-day I went into he 1S- Presby. Ch rch where I met the Magills &
took dinner there. Mr & Mrs R.L. Magill are here. We had quite a Montreat part y and had a
very enjoyable time. Mrs Magill wants to know if mamma & Auntie & the girls & you are
coming to Montreat. She says if you are not she is not. She sends her love to mamma. Said she
was in Birmingham and couldn't thing of anything but "Auntie" to call Auntie by. I told her
Auntie was in Fla at the time, so she felt bett er. They leave tomorrow for home.

Sat. they arranged us in squads & then the squads in Barracks. I'm in the 9 squad & a
good one. All the fellows are fine fellows. Several fr om Charleston & the rest from N .C. One is
a good friend of Frank Halls, Sam's roommate.

There have been several pictures taken of the Co.
but none real good

.
I'll send some

tomorrow. The DC bunch had a good picture taken of them. I'll send (sic) of these. Sam & I
are going to get our pictures taken some time as a soldier boy.
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Love to all
You a ection te son

Willi m
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v
Reserv e Officers 'Iraining Camp '
Fort Oglethorp, Geor ia
Company No l2 Training ,To:

rs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

5/31/17

Dear Mother,

Just a short note. Will you please look in the box of books which was sent fr om
Davidson an d look for a Philosophy Book which belongs to the college. It is writt en by
"Dabney" The book shows signs of much use d may have some girls' names in it, for Gre ens
College used the books at one time. Out Philosophy class has these books using them. The
books were given to Davidson College. Please send this book to Dr. M.E. Sautelle, Davidson,N .C. If you can't find the book plea e let me know, or if you don't recognize it. Frank Hall
packed my books up an d put it in with the others by mistake.

At present it is raining - and has been for some time - very hard. Consequently we may
gct out of drill.

The lett er I wrote father yesterday tells most of the news - so will close - Love to you all
- your devoted son,

Sam Jr.
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Postmarked June 4, 1917
Reserv e Officers Trai ing Camp
Fort Oglethorp, Georgia
Com pan y N o 6 Training
To :
Gen S.R Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

Sunday

Dear Father,

To-day begins our forth (sic) week an d it seems like we had been here as many months.The work is becoming more intensive but no harder. Last week was the same was (sic) last week
work only more advanced. We are using all the formations of the School of the Comp y now
in drill and before long will take up the battalion.

The bayonette & signaling exercises are the
same on y given faster. At night we study the formations of Out Post, Advan ce Guards, Patrols
& etc in T e Field Regulations. The di erent leaders giving us lectures at night. Fri day we had
a two hour practice march of eight miles about under full ki They sure are heavy and before we
were back we were soaking wet.

They then gave us our first competitive drill. This was going
nicely until the rain stopped it. All the commanders expressed great admiration at the way we
drilled

. Some of it was real fine. Our compan y was drilled entirely by arm signals, not a word
spoken. The rushes from skirmish line we (sic) very pretty and well executed. To-morrow we
are going to have a formal Guard Mount. That is one thing I can't see thru yet. Why do we need
all that formal stuf :

Sat, Sam, Stuart , Wardlaw & 1were met by "Soc" in his car & were taken over the city
by him.

We enjoyed it very much
. Then w went to "Socs" for supper which we enjoyed. They

then took us up to Signal Mountain for a dance. Rather, to a dance as Stuart as the only who
danced. We went up in their car, a 19 13 Lozier and one of the best cars I've ever ridden in.Going up we raced a car and I never saw such running in 2nd gear. We went from 30 to 45 miles
an hour in it. Just ran off fr om everything on the road. Af er the dance we came back and all
stayed at "Socs" for the night. I have seldom cnjoyed a day bett er. lt ce inly do relieve one to
spend a day like that after all the exercise & work we get.

To-day I've spent mostly in rest and walking over the park. The big camps are nea ly
ready for the recruits and before long every field in the park will be in use as a drill ground.

Ask mamma to send me those old pants of yours I used for hunting also the coast.
I can

use them for every day here and keep a pair of my new ones for nice.

Love to all.

Your affectionate son
William
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