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Postmarked Nov 7, 1916 -
The Davidson Chapter
The Phi Alpha of
Beta Theta Pi,
Davidson, N.C.
To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
Monday

Dear Father,

I’ve just come in from a basketball game with the Soph. They beat us 23 to 18 in
a very hard fought game. Our team just could get together we did not have the same
teamwork we had had. We could shoot or pass straight so they walked away with us. It
will do our team good for we were a little confident over the result of the game.

The large score in the Furman game (46 to 14) was a surprise to us. They sure did
have us going the first half from what Sam says. But we came back and made up for lost
time in the third quarter scoring four touchdowns. Sam had quite a time running back
punts, he ran for over fifty yards on two of them. One weak spot is our tackles, We need
a good one. Furman made all his gains over tackle. A N. C., Wofford & Clemson man
was at the game getting dope on our plays. I hope they didn’t get any. Coach was at the
N.C. and V.P.I. game. We are all looking forward to the game in Winston with a great
deal of pleasure. The whole student body expects to go I believe. The team would rather
win from that team than any other. Sam, Billy Sayad, White Steve Walker are to play
their last time against them and they are sure aching to wipe out all pass defeats.

Tomorrow night we are not expecting to go to bed until all the returns are in. We
have made an arrangement to have a wire put in the chapel and get the returns there. If
Wilson is elected there we will have a holiday tomorrow or rather the day after. The
whole school is talking nothing else. All the professors mention it two or three times in
class. Dr. J.M. McConnell can be led from the lesson by the mere mention of Wilson.
Sunday night over at the Arbuckle’s we had quite a political bee. Discussing the way the
different states are going. Dr. Arbuckle is an interesting talker and we had an enjoyable
evenng.

Tonight it was unofficially announced that we had won the Inter-fraternity
Scholarship Cup for another year. We had had an idea that we had won it but tonight we
heard for sure. It sure did hurt the A.K.O.’s for they were so sure they had won it. One
of them was particularly hurt and said so very slighting things and some of our fellows
were kinda sore about it. Don’t think anything will come of it. One thing it does show
that men who make an average of 85 to 90 will pass the men who have a few honor men
and then a few who make nothing. They had five honor roll men and did not have one.
We had some men who average around 92 & 93 tho. We are happy and doing our best to
keep up the good work. Our average was 83+ pretty good for the average of seventeen
men.
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Sunday

Dear Mamma,

Your note came this morning. Don’t you worry over me. I’'m in the best of health now.
My little sickness was only a sore throat which the Dr make me go to the Hospital. I wasn’t sick
they sent me there as I could get it over quicker and they could make me go. I believe they
thought [ had measles but I didn’t. Any way I'm well now.

Sam wrote me on the same day he wrote you. You will find his letter enclosed. He will
have a busy time of it. | know it must be very interesting. He wrote his chums in his company to
send in his insurance blanks. Guess he is getting nervous. [ wish he were back here as it is
lonesome here without him. All my friends in the battery dance and as I don’t I spend my week
ends by myself unless I go in with Lt Gearhart who is my best friend out here. Moore my room
mate is a fine fellow too but he generally goes to see his girl on week ends.

Our quarantine for the meningitis will be raised before long. There all sorts of wild
rumors flying around about German spies and guns. [ can’t repeat some of them. Any way the
cold weather is helping. The measles is still bad. We are not told about the number of deaths but

I know there are some. In fact they keep everything very quiet.

I saw Wardlaw Thomson & Denny Roddey this week-end. From all that I can hear
Wardlaw is to be married this month about Xmas. He will marry Elizabeth Alexander. Ed
Causler the man who came from Oglethorpe with us to B Mt is to be married soon too.

Each week end brings some news of some body’s marriage. [ don't know how they feel
but T would wait until after [ come back. How does Sam feel | wonder. He would never tell me

much.

I'm going down to the Express office tomorrow to see about the molasses. I hope it is
there. The boys are raving right now over some bought stuff. I want to show them some real

molasses.

I guess I must give up all hope of coming home Xmas. I'm officer in charge of battery
for that week. I'll put in for a nine day pass some time in February tho. 1I'm certainly coming
home if [ can.

We are having some very cold weather now. Even with steam heat our rooms are chilly.
Last night the wind just roared around. You could hear the sand hit the sides of the barracks. All

the water that was in the least exposed froze.

I'm having my teeth overhauled now. The dentist is a good one & will soon have them
0.K. Here’s hoping that he don’t rob be for the job.
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Postmarked Jan 15, 1917
Davidson N.C.

To:

Gen S. R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss

D.C. Monday
Dear Father,

School is back in the old running now and everything seems like there never was any
Xmas holidays. The boys have almost stopped talking about what they did there. I don’t believe
I'll forget the enjoyable times I had at home this year. It scemed the most enjoyable of all the
Xmas holidays. [ thank you, mother, auntie and all the rest for making it possible for us.

We had a very trip to D.C. At Columbus we had a nice twenty minute talk with Fannie
Walton and some of her friends. Then in Birmingham we enjoyed the evening with Nell her
friend very much. But the best time was in Atlanta. We got in at 6:30 & went to the Ausly (sic).
About 10:30 we met Dr Shepherdson & Mrs. Graves & went out to Tech. From there on until
Sat. night we were so busy that Sam and | did not do anything but go from one meeting to
another. We had lectures, examinations, initiations & banquets. After the first day we went out
to a Mrs Lewis for the rest of the time. She treated us great & we had a lovely time. Sat. night
we had the banquet. There were sixty nine or seventy present and all filled with good spirits,
good fellowship & the like. We ate, sang, yelled & had toasts. “Sod” made a fine talk when a
man from D.C. was called on. So did the boy from “Vandy.” The D.C crowd had to leave
before the show was over and did not get time to say Good By.

We got to Charlotte Sunday noon and went around to Aunt Janie and they took us to
D.C> in the car. We would have waited until later if it had not have been for our own bidding of
new men on Monday. We got to D.C. about 4:30 Sunday and we sure were tired out.

Monday morning we bid our new man for the fraternity. We bid nine men but lost one &
one would join any fraternity. We are very well satisfied on the whole.

Dr Shepherdson was down and we enjoyed his visit very much. He certainly is a big
man. He gave us a talk Monday night which lasted nearly an hour & a half and at Ga Teck (sic)
he talked for three & a half hours to the Teck boys. We were not tired either.

Well all that over now. Nothing to do but work & look forward to Jr speaking & the
Washington trip. The whole school has begun to talk about going to Washington on the 4th of
March. Guess a whole lot of them will go.

Father stopping in Atlanta has broke me. I've paid up every thing like board, & etc but

I’ve got to get some new books & pay 2.50 for some dues. Ihate to ask for money now but I
need it. Must I drown or wait for check.
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To: Mrs S. R. Keesler
From: William Keesler (no sig refto Sam)
Postmarked March 12, 1917

J68. 75671

OLOER- 2 F
RETURN TO
AIR FORCE
Historical R.search Agency
Maxwell AFB, AL 36112-6424
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