United States Air Force

Lineage and Bonors Bistory

42 Electronic Combat Squadron (ACC)

Lineage. Constituted as 42 Reconnaissance Squadron, Very Long Range, Photographic,

on 24 Oct 1945. Activated on 7 Nov 1945. Inactivated on 19 Aug 1946. Redesignated as 42
Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Electronics and Weather, on 11 Dec 1953. Activated on 18
Mar 1954. Redesignated as 42 Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Electronic, on 1 Jul 1965.
Discontinued, and inactivated, on 22 Aug 1966. Redesignated as 42 Tactical Electronic Warfare
Squadron, and activated, on 15 Dec 1967. Organized on 1 Jan 1968. Inactivated on 15 Mar
1974. Redesignated as 42 Electronic Combat Squadron on 23 May 1983. Activated on 1 Jul
1983. Inactivated on 1 Jul 1992. Redesignated as 42 Airborne Command and Control Squadron
on 24 Jun 1994. Activated on 1 Jul 1994. Inactivated on 30 Sep 2002. Redesignated as 42
Electronic Combat Squadron on 9 Mar 2006. Activated on 10 Mar 2006.

Assignments. VIII Bomber Command, 7 Nov 1945; 17 Bombardment Operational Training
Wing, c. 31 Jan 1946; Second Air Force, 18 Feb 1946; Fifteenth Air Force, 31 Mar-19 Aug
1946. 10 Tactical Reconnaissance Group, 18 Mar 1954; 10 Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, 8
Dec 1957; 25 Tactical Reconnaissance Group, 1 Jul 1965; 25 Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, 1
Oct 1965-22 Aug 1966. Pacific Air Forces, 15 Dec 1967; 355 Tactical Fighter Wing, 1 Jan 1968
(attached to 388th Tactical Fighter Wing, c. 21 Sep-14 Oct 1970); 388 Tactical Fighter Wing, 15

Oct 1970-15 Mar 1974. 20 Tactical Fighter Wing, 1 Jul 1983; 66 Electronic Combat Wing
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(attached to 20 Tactical Fighter Wing), 1 Jun 1985; 20 Tactical Fighter (later, 20 Fighter) Wing,
25 Jan 1991-1 Jul 1992. 355 Operations Group, 1 Jul 1994-30 Sep 2002. 55 Electronic Combat
Group, 10 Mar 2006-.

Stations. Smoky Hill AAFId, KS, 7 Nov 1945-19 Aug 1946. Spangdahlem AB, Germany, 18
Mar 1954; RAF Chelveston, England, c¢. 20 Aug 1959; Toul-Rosieres AB, France, 1 Aug 1962
(deployed at Chambley AB, France, 15 May-9 Oct 1963); Chambley AB, France, 1 Jul 1965-22
Aug 1966. Takhli RTAFB, Thailand, 1 Jan 1968; Korat RTAFB, Thailand, 22 Sep 1970-15 Mar
1974. RAF Upper Heyford, England, 1 Jul 1983-1 Jul 1992. Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ, 1 Jul
1994-30 Sep 2002. Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ, 10 Mar 2006-.

Service Streamers. None.

Campaign Streamers. Vietnam: Vietnam Air Offensive, Phase II; Vietnam Air Offensive,
Phase III; Vietnam Air/Ground; Vietnam Air Offensive, Phase IV; TET 69/Counteroffensive;
Vietnam Summer-Fall, 1969; Vietnam Winter-Spring, 1970; Sanctuary Counteroffensive;
Southwest Monsoon; Commando Hunt V; Commando Hunt VI; Commando Hunt VII; Vietnam
Ceasefire. Southwest Asia: Defense of Saudi Arabia; Liberation and Defense of Kuwait.

Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamers. None.

Decorations. Presidential Unit Citation: Southeast Asia, 12 Apr 1968-30 Apr 1969. Air Force
Outstanding Unit Awards with Combat “V” Device: 8 Jan-11 Apr 1968; 1 Jul 1969-15 Oct 1970;
[16] Oct 1970-20 May 1971; 18 Dec 1972-15 Aug 1973. Navy Meritorious Unit Citation: 10-16
Apr 1986. Meritorious Unit Awards: 1 Jun 2006-31 May 2007; 1 Jun 2007-31 May 2008; 1 Jun
2008-31 May 2009; 1 Jun 2009-31 May 2010; 1 Jun 2012-31 May 2014; 1 Jun 2014-31 May
2015; 1 Jun 2016-31 May 2017; 1 Jun 2019-31 May 2020; 1 Jun 2020-31 May 2021. Air Force

Outstanding Unit Awards: 31 Dec 1959-1 Jan 1962; 1 Jun 1989-31 May 1991; 1 Jul 1990-30 Jun
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1992; 1 Jun 1998-31 May 2000; 1 Jun 2011-31 May 2012; 1 Jun 2015-31 May 2016. Republic
of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm: [1 Jan 1968]-28 Jan 1973.

Lineage, Assignments, Stations, and Honors through 29 May 2025.

Commanders, Aircraft, and Operations through 30 Sep 2002.

Supersedes statement prepared on 20 Mar 2006.

Emblem. Approved on 20 Jan 1984.

Prepared by James Musser.

Director, Air Force Historical Research Agency
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42 Electronic Combat Squadron (ACC)

In accordance with Chapter 3 of DAFI 84-105, commercial reproduction of this emblem is NOT
permitted without the permission of the proponent organizational/unit commander.
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