i ‘ WAR DEPARTMENT -

BUREAU OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
WASHINGTON

26 October 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR: General Arnold,
THRU: Maj. McCabe
Rm. 3E1012.

Subject: Army Air Forces Slogan.

1. The following action has been taken aimed at bringing
greater public notice to the name Army Air Forces:

General Bevans and the Aviation Cadet Recruiting Section
and the agency handling cadet recruitment advertisements will re-
move the quoted line from the Crawford song about the Army Air
Forces from all future advertisements.

2. Mrs, Yount has concurred in the request made to the
project officer of the Training Command to change the name of the
song book which is to be sold in Army Air Forces PX's, to "Air
Forces Airs" or to "Army Air Forces Airs".

3. Members of the Air Forces Group of the War Department
Bureau of Public Relations are attempting to work up acceptable
slogans, one which might be used as suggested correction to the present
verse of the Crawford song. If Crawford and his publishing company
agree with the changes, and I think they will, public notice will be
emphasized by an announcement. And the other slogans are being composed
with a view toward using them to supplant the slogan which has been used
in recruitment ads and for general uses elsewhere,

4. A directive is being prepared which will advise all Public
Hdelations Officers in the Air Forces to continue to stress use of Army
Air Forces to all public media and never under any circumstances to
refer to Air Corps.

5. All of the seven national Air Forces radio programs will be
used to stimulate the campaign. Other Public Relations methods will
also be taken to instill into the public mind that it is the Army Air
Forces'. Slogans will be submitted for your consideration as soon as

possible.,
W
-~ WILLIAM WESTLAKE,

Colonel, Air Corps,
Assistant to Director for Army Air Forces.







A Chief Bandleader for the Army &lir Forces. ; ;\ s
A

General Giles ; if) : y 10/ /h3

General Arnold 1

Note the attached. It has been our desire, ag you kncw, to have & real
honest to God Air Force Band and at the same time budld up additional bands at our
most important stations, and 4t has alsc been & hard rocky road over which we have:
travelled to achieve these ends.

With the above in mind, let me kmow what jyou think we ought to do abtout the
attached,

HiBuA.

Incly Memo for Gem, Arnold, fmm
Capt. Heiberg re above subd. /w/
1tr to Capt, Heiberg, 10/6/43
frm CWO Pittet; ltr to Gen. Armold
10/20/k3 £rm Capt. Heiberg.

Reo'd 10721713
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MEMORANDUM s |

SUBJECT: 4 Chief Bmdlesder for the army adr rorees.

0 ' General H. H. Arneld, commnding Gemersl, Army Air Forees. '
FROM 3 Coptain ar neib-rs- AJCs

1. fThe Army Air roron now hau about 360 band- nonsiatina of that .
many leaders and approximstely 10,000 men. Thie large persomnel deing ex-
tremely important work has no one head or office %o co-ordinste, advise,
inspeot and assist them in their efforts. There is a definite need for a
' Chief Bandleader in the army Air Forces o deo this nork. be conld he directly
1 renponaible to the aAlr adjutent mmml. ‘ : :

. 2w SW@S'HONS:

: That Gemml grmld appoint an officer to be ealled *Chisf
'mndlemhr. Army Alr Porees. The duties and reupcnaibintie- of the assigne
i mnt is as follows; i , :

‘i (1,} 'm snporrise. 1nsput dnd be in chnrgo of all aand.loadera ad
Band. persopnel in the Army Air Fereea.

{2) To keop a rostor of al.l musicians in the Asir ln'ouda showing -
1nstnmnt and degree of skill 2o that assignments nnd reassignments will
be properly executed to the bept interest of all the Bande. a8 4t is now,
some Bands have all of the beat talent and others have none. There should -
be at least one tep-skilled musician in each seotion of the Band. Such transe
fers and assignmente will be made by the Chief Bandleader in order to achieve
the best possibls halanee of instrumentation smad efficiency ror each Band.

{(3) To set up adequate clethina and insignia allowances for mndn

© 8o that all Bands will be well dressed and distinctive. o fine appearing
Band is a great morale booster to the line soldier. 4s it is now, some Bands
where the Post Commander takes an interest in them are well taken care of,
' but, there are many Fost Commanders thet have no interest in their Bands and
consequently they enly get the basie gllowance of the line soldier. "4 Basic
allowance for all Bande that would leave nothing nudodﬂ

: {4) A monthly bulletin preparsd conteining ideas and suggestions
for organizing and training smaller units within the Band such as danoe orch-
estres, chamber musie ensembloa. trios and choru: Zroups. ,

Sk
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(4) ocontinued.

4lso a catalouge of sugsested music that has been itried =i d accepted so
that Bande will not wagte thelir music sllewance buying poor arrangements.

(5) Periodiec inspections of bands to determine their degree of efficiency
and to correct eny deficiencies by instruction and advice. Band leaders found
lacking in practical éxpexrience (there are many eof them) could be sssigned for
a short period to e Band lead by an experienced Bandleader, thereby gaining the
@xperience of first=hand observation.

3. The Bands of the Army air Foroes are a msjor contributing fac-
tor to the merale, recrestien and entertainment of Post personnel, snd with
the creation of the office of Chief Bandleader this contribution can be fully
exploited in all Bands. It will raise the moraie of all pandleaders and pandse
men immegsurably teo know that at last they have someone fo come to with their

problems and questions.

_ §s I this office is created, I feel qualified to assume its
responsibilities.

Reaspecifully submitted,

ALF HEIBERG ,
Captain, A.Ce,
Leader.

Encl.
Letter from Cwo Rene E, Pittet, Bandleader. This is the type of letter
I receive most every day. :

ah







History of the Official Army Air Corps Song:

"The Army Air Forces"







Foreword

In any military organization the morale of persomnel is of
primary significance. In order that the morale of a fighting force
may be high the development of shibboleths and traditions which
may be expressed enthusiastically in song and story is encouraged.
The Army Air Corps, as a young organization even in the 1930's, had
few traditions and the songs its personnel could call their own
were not such as to arouse enthusiasm or attract public attention
to the work of the air arm. Early in the period following Vorld
War I it was realized that an Air Corps song would have a good
psychological effect on the airmen and the public generally. Thus,
the search for this song became a conscious effort on the part of a
few Parsighted and energetic people; haphazard endeavors gave way in
1938 to an organized campaign, first, to find the appropriate song
for the Air Corps, and, then, to popularize the one selected. This
study deals with the early attempts to find a song and with the
origins and the campaign for public acceptance of the official Air
Corps song, "The Army Air Corps," by Robert Crawford.

This study is based largely upon the "History of The Official

Army Air Corps Song, 'The Army Air Corps,'" compiled by Mildred A.

Yount.
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Twenty years of searching passed before the Air Arm found its

official song in the fall of 1939. The Artillery had "The Caissons
Go Rolling Along"; the Navy had “AnchorsrAmay"; the Marines ha§ "From
the Halls of Montezuma (Marine Corps Hym)d The Air Corps refused to
bg satisfied with a song of less caliber.

During the first eighteen years of the search, Fhe inte?est
manifested in finding an appropriate song was sporadic. Although the
desirability of an Air Corps song was generally recognized, efforts to
inspire its creation were not continuous and projects initisted not

 carried through. It was, in fact, 1937 before the mission of procuring
an Air Corps song was embarked upon seriously. Subsequently, efforts
were acecelerated; the result was the acceptance on 19 August 1939 of
"The Army Air Corps," popularly known as "The Air Corps Song," as the

1 2
official Air Corps song. By August 1942 the "March" was placed eighth

1. The announcement of the decision was made on 2 Sept. 1939, but the
approval of Gen. Arnold had been given on 19 August. Memo from Cole
Ira Eaker to Chief of Informetion Division, 9 Aug. 1939; Gen. H. He
Arnold to Bernarr McFadden, 28 Aug. 1939. Appendix 1 includes words and
secore of the "The Army Air Corps.”

2. At this time there was a move to change the title of the song to "The
Army Air Corps March." The official title since publication, however,
has been "The Army Air Corps."






in popularity by the New York edition of Variety; it was included as one
of the fifteen best sheet-music sellers; and was known and sung through-
out the world.

There were, during the tWentj year period, three distinct phases
in the activities leading to the selection of an official Air Corps song.
In the first decade after World War I, Air Corps men were encouraged to
record songs they had heard overseas and to compose new ones. Such

activity would, it was believed, build the esprit de corps. By the

early thirties the desirability of having an official song cémparable to
those of the Artillery, Navy, and blarine Corps became more clearly marked.
First, Air Corps bands were being activated and there was need for an
identifying song; second, and of primary importance, was the fact that

‘the Air,Co?ps was vitally interested in meking the publicconscious of the
role of air power in a strong system of naticnal defense. The psycholog;cal
effect of a stirring Alr Corps song upon the public, as well as upon Air

Corps morale, would be of marked significance. In this second phase of

the activities to find a satisfactory song, Air Corps officials sought the







help of professional musicians; but this effort did not prove successful
because the attempts to procure such aid were erratic. Consequently,
upon the eve of the period of Air Corps expansion in the late thirties,
there was as yet no official Air Corps song.

The third phase of the search had its beginning in 1937, when the
idea of sponsoring a nationwide competition was evolved in the Uffice

3

of the Chief of the Air Corps. A contest, it should be noted, which
was made successful through the concerted efforts of General H. H.
Arnold, who had succeeded General Oscar Westover as Chief of the Air
Corps; of the committee headed by lrs. liildred Yount which had the
responsibility for the detailed work connected with such an undertakings

and of Bernarr lcFadden, publisher, who contributed the thousand-dollar

prize: offered to the winner of the competition and publicized the com-

4
petition in Liberty liagazipe.

3+ The search for the song was not intended as a "contest," but the term
came to be generally used. Liberty Magazine, 10 Sept. 1938, p. 38.

4. Ibid






Extent records indicate that the first efforts to find a suitable
song for the infant air arm were made in 1918 by two persons each
acting upon his own initiative. In this period, Colonel E. li, Wiatson

: 5
arranged to have Lieutenant Earl Carroll write a song of the Air Corps.
Lieutenant Carroll either experienced too great difficulty in composing
s satisfactory song or the Armistice lessened his and others interest
in such a task. In any case, there is no record of result from his

6
efforts. The other person who took an interest in this period was
Brigader General hilliam L. Kenley. He expressed the need for "high
7
class misic with words somewhat along the lines of the liarseilles."
Apparently no steps were taken to effect this suggestion.

Meantime, the songs growing spontaneously out of VWorld War I proved,

as one Air Corps veteran described them, a kind of Ughistling in the

8
dark" and “pretty dismal at heart." Yor example, "The Song oflssaudum"

5, This was probably the Earl Carroll who later gained prominence as the
producer of the Earl Carroll Vanitiese.

6. Memo for Gen. Oscar Wiestover by Col. H. H. C. Richards, 7 Dec. 1937, in
AAG 007A, "Air Corps Song."

T+ Iblde

8., N. Y, Times, 16 April 1939.







based on the "Dead March® from Saul" was sung at the mess hall of
the American Flying School at France when funeral processions passed.
Noting in one verse that "he spun old Jenny one turn too many" the
chorus went:

Ten thousand dollars going to the folks,
Won't they be delighted, won't they be excited
Ten thousand dollars going to the folkse.

Another song went like thiss

Oh lMother hang out your golden star,
Your son is going up in a sop,

The winds are weak, the ships a freak,
It has a rickety prop.9

Songs of this kind obviously were not the type to build Air Corps
morale. So neither the half-hearted efforts to write nor the utilization
of these pioneer “whistlings in the dark" provided an Air Corps song.

Not until 1924, in fact, was any further effort made to find a
song. In December of that year there was published in the Air Corps

10
News Letter an article stating that an Air Corps song would be welcomed.

9. lbigd.

10. HNumerous references to this articles are made throughout correspondence
in AAF 0074 "Air Corps Song," See especially llemo for Gen. Westover by
Col. Hichards, 7 Dec. 1937, AAG 0074, "Air Corps Song."







Unexpectedly this notice was taken up by newspapers throughout the

11
country and brought responses from a number of individualse. Many

of these persons evidently expected renumeration for their efforts. In
acknowledging receipt of their compositions, the Air Corps was forced to
explai§ the circumstances leading to the newspaper stories. Typleal of
the replies, which were sent in sufficient number to demand a form letter,

was that to liss Jessie Cornwall, Gregory, S. D.3

The news published. « « was based on an article included in
the Air Corps News Letter. This News Letter is a semi-official
publication distributed to civilians who care to read ite « « o«
The purpose of this article was to encourage the Air Corps per-
sormel not only to record for future reference numerous songs and
ballads existing overseas during the war, but also to try their
hand in composition of new and original ones. It was not intended
that there should be anything in the nature of a competition or
that any one song should be selected and adopted at this time as
the Air Corps Song. The proposition was entirely informal, and
there is no possibility of any renumueration to those who submit
contributions for consideration.

As a result of the unexpected publicity, letters continued for some

time to come both from civilians and from military personnel. A move was

i

1l. See AAG 0074, "Air Corps Song," passim.
| 12. Major H. H. Harmon to Miss Jessie Cormnwall, 29 July 1926, in AAG 007A
| "Air Corps Song."







made to appoint a committee to consider the merits of the songs
submitted, but there is no record that such & board was actually
13
established. This activity may have influenced the later decision
to have a competition; the interest and need for such a campaign was
evident even in this period.
¥From the records available it appears that the first compasition

to be given serious consideration as an official song was the "U. S.

Air Corps March," composed in 1926 by Sergeant 0. M. Nord of the Army

= 1

ey

Band. It was broadcast over the Washington, D. C. radio station WHC.

Although officers of the Office of the Chief of theAir Corps were invited
14

to listen and submit comments, there is no record of the officer's

opinions of the song. In November 1927 an Air Corps song was published

by Harry J. Jenkins, Holyoke, lMassachussetts, and sold by the Post

Exchange, Mitchel Field, New York, but it also met with little, if any,

13. BSee AAG 007A, "Air Corps Song," passim.
14. Memo for Lxecutive by liaj. H. R. Harmoh, 18 Aug. 1926, in ibid.







15
popular approval.

Not until 1930 was another active effort made to find an Air
Corps song=--four years after the unsuccessful effort of lir. Jenkins.
By that time the need for a stirring and popular song comparable to
those of the Navy, Artillery, and Marine Corps had become more
generally recognized. Because of the failure of the amateurs' efforts
Air Corps officials now turned to profesgional misicians for help.
Colonel W. H. Frank, assistant commandant of the Air Corps Tactical
School, recommended to lajor General James E. Fechet that a letter be
written to Phillip Sousa requesting the musician to write a song for
the Air Corps.

Now that the bands are being authorized for the Air Corps, Lhe stated]
do you not think that it would be a good idea if we could get some
noted musician to write an Army Air Corps March? I think it would

be fine to do this if we can while such men as Sousa and Damrosch

are still alive. After a march once had been written by one of them
and dedicated to the Air Corps, it would then be possible for us

to take the melody and put words to it for singing; all of which
would tend Tg help boost morale in accordance with well known mass
pyschologye.

15, Harry J. Jenkins to Sen. David I. Walsh, 4 September 1926; Lit. Corley
P. McDarment to Jenkins, n. d.; Walsh to llaj. Gen. Lettz Viahl,
18 Nov. 1927; and lst Ind. by Maj. Delos C. Emmons on Walsh letter,
in ibid.

16. Maj. We H. Frank to lMaj. Gen. James E. Fechet, 18 Jan. 1930, in ibid.

8







A suggested letter to Sousa was included. This proposal was submitted
by General Fechet to ¥. Trubee Davison, Assgistant Secretary of War. He
emphasized the point made by liajor Frank relative to the need of a song

17
for newly established bands. Although Davison promised to do what he

could "to interest a composer,"lzothing happened.

Three years later another possible solution to the needs of the Air
Corps for a song presented itself. In August 1933 a march written by
M. H, Stevens of llashington, D. C.; and dedicated to the Air Corps was
broadcast over the Blue Network of the National Broadcasting Company
(WMAL) + Although Air Corps officers throughoﬁt the country were urged
to listen to the broadcast and to comment on the song, the reaction

19
was once again predominantly unfavorable.
In the summer of 1933 the effort to procure the services of a pro-

fessional musician was sgain renewed. Lawrence Tibbett was asked to

broadcast a song dedicated to the Air Corps. None in particular was

17. Memo for F. Trubee Davison by Maj. Gen. Fechet, 15 Jan. 1930, in ibid.

18. 1st Ind., ibid. :

19, Capt. Kendall J. Fielder to Maj. Gen. B. D. Foulois, 24 Aug. 1933;
Gen. Foulois to Capt. Fielder, 28 Aug. 1938, in ibid.







suggested to him; apparently it was assumed that he would come forth

with an appropriate composition of his own. The purpose of bringing

to the public a song of this sort was explained in the initial letter
written by Gen. Foulois to Tibbett:

It has occurred to our Corps, which is naturally desirous of
creating a strong, healthy public sentiment for an Air Defense,
commensurate with the nation's resources and conditions, that a
song or march dedicated to the Army Air Corps would be helpful

as a stimulus to the corps in particular and the public in '
general; and, with that object in view, the thought has naturally
come to us that your exceptional atiainments qualify you more t
any one else to assist us in the accomplishment of our objective.

0
Tibbett replied that he was in agreement with the idea of finding

a song for the Air Corps that could assist to create a strong public

sentiment for air defense. Such a plece, he thought, should preferably

be a march. He pointed out somewhat whimsically, however, that a

march might be a bit inconsistent with Air Corps service. But Tibbett

could not undertake the task. As he explained, he was not "practiced

in magical compos@tion,“ and apparently no song was in existence which

would suit the needs of the oceasion. If a suitable song were found he

20. Maj. Gen. Foulois to Lawrence Tibbett, 28 July 1933, in ibid.







would be glad to give his opinion as to whether or not it would "take"
with the public. If the song were as good as "The Halls of lMontezuma,"
he would, with the consent of his sponsor, be "most happy to present

_1
such a song over the radio.” Tibbett agreed to suggest composers

who might be willing to undertake the commission without remunaration.22
Beyond a letter of thanks written by General Foulois to Tibbett following
recgipt of the latter's suggestions, no further action was taken at this
23
time.
There is no record, in fact, of any further action having been taken
" to procure the service of professional musicians; and the spontaneous
submissions made within the next two years by civilian and military men
were not suitable for the purposes of the Air Corps. Certain songs given
consideration but refused were those by Flying Cadet Paul B. Wilson of

Randolph Field; by Wi. P. Wiooten; by Francesco Piccione, an Italian

musieian living in Chile, whose song was submitted by Major John A. Veeks,

military attache at Santiago; inger-Sehnenidsosogramisiibtnrycatstache .

21l. Tibbett to Maj. Gen. Foulois, 7 Sept. 1933, in ibid.
22. Tibbett to Gen. Foulois, 9 Oct. 1933, in jibid.
23e Maj. Foulois to Tibbett, 19 Oct. 1933 in ibigd.
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"The Chandelle" by a retired Air Corps officer; and one written by

liajor and lrs. Alexadee P. deSeversky of the Seversky Aircraft

Corporation. This last contribution was submitted in June 1937 by

Edward M. Marks, a music publisher, who apparently thought that it

might fill the needs of the Air Corps since it came from such an air-

minded couple. Although they were circulated to representative groups of
24

the Corps, none of these songs brought any enthusiasm.

Thus, the haphazard quest had up to 1937 brought forth nothing
worthy of becoming the official Air Corps song. At about this time
General Westover, realizing that sufficient interest in an Air Corps
song could only be aroused by a definite and concerted program, approved
the idea of a national contest. HKecalling the interest of Bernarr
MacFadden, editor of Liberty Magazine, in aviation, a decision was made

to approach him on the subject. Apparently the suggestion had originated

with Major Harold L. George, then stationed at Langley Field, for in

2/. AAG O007A, "Air Corps Song," passim. See especially liaj. John A.
Weeks to Chief, M. }. D, Wiar Department, 9 liay 1934; and Naj. He .
Jones to Commanding Officer, Langley Field, 26 Oct. 193/, ibid.
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December 1937 Lt. Col. Ira C. Eaker, then Chief of the Public Relations
Section, wrote to hims

"I recall about a year ago a conversation with you which
left the impression with me that you had contacted lir. Bernarr
MiacFadden regarding publicity in an effort to obtain an Air Corps
songe. « « « There has been a recent movement in the Air Corps
to stimulate interest in song writers. . . . It was suggested
to General Westover that lir. liacFadden might be glad to cooperate
through Libertys' columns."<5

Through the medium of the magazine, it was believed, the public could
be reached and successfully aroused to assist in solving the problem.

In January 1938 General liestover wrote to liacFfadden and pointed
out the lack of success in the past of finding & suitable song.-

It hss occurred to me [the general continued ] that perhaps
LIBERTY lMagazine would be in a position to help us secure
such a song and perhaps, at the same time, obtain some new
interest or contest angle for the magazine. It has been
suggested that if some national publication would hold a
contest and offer a prize for gong a considerable and universal
interest might be stimlated.?

liacFadden expressed interest in the project. In April Liberty Magazine

27
published the letter of General Westover's. This was an opesning move

25, Lt. Cole Ira C. Eaker to hiajor Harold L. George, 15 Dec. 1937, in ibid.

26. General Westover to MacFadden, 27 Jan. 1938, in ibid.

27. Liberty Magazine, 8 April 1938; Helen Herman to Gen. Wiestover, 24 larch
1938, in ibid. General Wiestover's letter was not intended for publica-
tion, but by April 21 there were more than one hundred replies. Gen.
Westover to Col. Lloyd Horsfall, 21 April 1938, in AAG 007A "Air Corps
Song." Kate Smith added her voice to the search, which doubtless
increased the interest. Grace liurray to Col. H. H. C. Richards in
AAG 007B, "Air Corps Song."

13
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toward the later competition, but some time was to pass before the

28
concerted campaign was to begin.

In June a song, "lien With Wings," was presented to the public

which for a time was given serious consideration for adoption as the

29
Adir Corps Song. 1t fell short, however, of the standards which had been

30
subconsciously set by Air Corps leaders. The discussion of the song

led to & more definite statement of what was desired. General Westover
wrote, following his personsl considerstion of the composition, that:

It ["len With Wings" | is a stirring melody. The reason that it did
not fit our purpose was primarily because it contained nothing
distinctly peculisr to the Corps and made no mention of it. I
think the song is excellent from the standpoint of flying generally.
What we are looking for, of course is something peculiar to our
branch of the service which lauds its work and particular type of
flying. Perhaps our sights are set too high, but our feeling is
that we should not be hasty and adopt a song until one is received
which exactly fits our purpose and is of such a character that it
will be accepted spontaneously by all the personnel of the Corps=--
sung, whistled and hummed, be on every lip just as were those two
great songs I mentioned in my earlier letter, the larine and the
Artillery songs.

28. Jerome E. Olenick to Col. Richardson, 7 June 1938, in AAG 0078,
"Air Corps Song."

29. A rumor became widespread that the song had been accepted as the
official song and subdued interest in submissions.

30. Gen, Westover to Boris Morres, 15 June 1938, in ibid. Gen. Westover had
written to Loew's Inc. early inquiring if the organization would be
interested in giving a prize. Gen. liestover to Howard Dietz, 8 April
1938.

31. Gen. Westover to Boris llorros, 11 July 1938, in ibid.

-
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In this letter, then, was well expressed the standards set for the

official Air Corps song--it should be one which would be accepted
spontaneously by all personnel of the Corps, it should be for and
about the Corps, and it should be capsble of being sung, whistled,
and hummed.

Discussions with lMacFadden proceeded, and in early August 1938
the publisher gave a definite proposal.

Continuing our discussion of ways and means of securing a song

for the Army Air Corps, [he wrote,] I wish to offer herewith one

thousand dollars to be used in payment for a song if and when

it is secured to the entire satisfaction of all concerned, and

five hundred dollars for incidental and promotion expenses.32

Finally, after twenty years, the search for an Air Corps song was
on in earnest. A thousand-dollar prize should, it seemed, provide
sufficient incentive for composers to utilize their talents in an attempt
to meet the desires of Air Corps men. In establishing the contest

lMacKeadden proposed a solid basis for the efficient method of selecting

the song. There should be a committee of outstanding musicians and

32. MacFadden to Gen. Westover, 4 Aug. 1938, in ibid.

15







members of the Air Corps who would decide if the song submitted was

inspiratibnal and would otherwise meet the needs of the Air Corps. If

a selection were made, & send-off would be given it by having the award
33

presented at the Cleveland Air Races in September 1939.

In August 1938 the Advisory Song Committee (Ladies Song Committee)
wes chosen. Although its composition differed somewhat from that
suggested by MacFadden, it seemed to be very sultable for the purpose
as all its persomnel were trained in music. Originally, it included
lirs. Leslie MacDill as chairman and lirs. Clarence Tinker and lrse.

Mex Schneider as her assistants. Because of the death of Colonel
llacDill, however, Mrs. MacDill was unable to function as chairman,
although she did continue to serve on the committee. By liarch 1939

over three hundred mamiscripte had been sent in, and it became obvious

that a more active and larger committee would be needed if all the

33. Liberty Magazine, 10 September 1938

16







compositions were to be properly considered. At that time, therefore,
lirs. Barton K. Yount, wife of Brig. Gen. Yount, Assistant to the
Chief of the Air Corps, was asked by General Arnold to head the com-
mittee which would choose from the large number of submissions four or
34
five songs from which the best would be selected. In addition to
Mirs. MaeDill, lMrs. Tinker, and Mrs. Schneider, who continued to serve,
Mrs. James B. Jordan, Mrs. Dorothy P. Benedict, and Mrs. D. H. Beker
were added to the committee. Mrs. Carl A. Spaatz worked faithfully
with the committee although she was not an official member. Others
35
served for varying periods of time.
According to Mrs. Yount, the procedure of the committee was, after

each meeting, for éach member to take home about fifteen songs; study

them; and, at the next meeting, play the ones that the committee member

34. Mildred A. Yount, comp., "History of the Official Army Air Corps
Song, composed by Robert Crawford," Col. H. H. C. Richards to lirs.
Leslie MacDill, et. al, 15 March 1939, AAG 007D, "Air Corps Song."

35. Lbid.







considered best of those she had studied. Before adjournment, however,

in order to prevent unfairnmess, every song was played so that none

36
would be discarded without unanimous consent.

The entries generally proved to be poor.37 It appeared for a time
that the sponsored contest would meet with no better success than had
the earlier efforts. Indeed, the committee went so far as to appeal
directly to the Society of Authors and Composers, although professional
composers had been included in the general snnouncement. The reply was
that top-flight composers were willing to write a song for the Air Corps

38 |

but they would not enter a competition.

By May 1939 the committee had become quite discoursged over the

39
paucity of merit in the more than seven hundred manuscripts submitted.

36- M'l Pe 24
37. A newspaper release was given concerning this point in the hope that

better songs would be submitted. See, for example, Corsicana (Tex.)
Daily Sun, 26 April 1939.

38. Yount, comp. "History of the Official Army Air Corps Song," p. 2.

39. liany of the songs were submitted by persons of unguestioned patriotism,
but with strong signs of illiteracy. Others were eager for the prize
only. One fine soul queried whether or not "a march like the 'Navy's
Over the Waves,'" was desired. Kenneth G. MeNaughton to Gen. H. H.
Arnold, in AAG 007B, "Air Corps Song."
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As & possible explanation of the failure to find a song, Colonel Zdmund
L. Gruber composer of "Caissons Go Rolling Along," said: "You can't force
Army songs. When you find a song yoﬁ‘will like it, it will come from a
young flyer, who has the feel of flying in his bones and knows the thrill
40

and the glamour of the Air Corps." lhether this was the explanation
of the failure thus far or not, certainly the songs did not meet the |
standards that had been set for the Air Corps. The proper inspiration
was missing in the songs that had been submitted.

Because of the discouraging outlook for the success of the contest,

41

it was decided to close it on 30 June. The reason would be that an Air
Corps song could not be found. The compositions submitted had not been

wholly without merit, however.

We then had one excellent hymn, two marches that were passible;
LMrs. Yount wrote,] none had the thrill we were looking fqz and
we didn't feel they would please the men in the Air Corps. R

40. Yount, comp., "History of the Official Army Air Corps Song," p. 3.

41l. The closing date was extended to 15 July. Those submitted after
thaet date were returned. Col. H. He. C. Richards to Harry Gray,
AAG 007, 15 Aug. 1939.

or Yvum“r)Q.oMP.) | H.{I‘BT\‘] o+ the Of€iaaal G.rm.\_Q'm-(E'orps Sﬂ‘\f\, {3.3.
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Then, only two days before the official close of the competitionm,
43

came the song of Robert Crawford. Apparently there was never any
doubt, from the time it was first heard, that this was the song: for
here was a song that equalled "The Caissons Go Rolling Along"; that
equalled "From the Halls of lontezuma”; that equalled "Anchors Aweigh."
Here was a song which would fulfill the hopes of General Westover. It
would be on the lips of every soldier.

The circumstances surrounding its entry into the contest was no
less dramatic than the stirring melody and words of the song itself.
Its marked contrast to the nearly seven hundred other entries was
immediately evident.

lire. Yount recalls that Colonel Harrison H. C. Richards, Chief

of the Information Division, phoned saying: "There is a composer and

his wife in my office, and I wish you would see them. He has written

43. Crawford was a professional composer, concert singer, and conductor.

He was born in Alaske--1902 but had finished his educatiocn in the
United States at Cere Engineering School and at Frinceton. At the

latter place he organized an orchestra and conducted it. He called
himself at this time "The Flying Baritone." liemo n.d., in AAG OO07H.
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a song and he wants to tell you about it. Flease see them and take
4ty

care of this for me."

lirs. Yount reminded Colonel Richards that the committee had
established a rule not to listen to a song sung by the composer; they
had to be submitted through the usual channels. Colonel Richards replied
that he understood the reason for this rule, but since the couple had
flown from New York they deserved some especial consideration. In outline,
the events of the next little while occurred something like thisg: lir.
and Mrs. Crawford arrived. lirs. Yount explained that she was only one of‘
the committee and nothing could be decided officially without a manuscript.
The composer did not have a manuscript. When he asked how much time he
had to submit one, he was informed that the deadline was the following
night. Crawford explained that he had just heard of the competition

through a friend and that as he flew from New York to his home in Cos Cob,

Connecticut, "the song took shape and he finished the words the next day,

4le Yount, comp., "History of the Official Army Air Corps Song," p. 3.
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45
made. . .La] recording and flew to Washington with lirs. Crawford."

lirs. Crawford asked her husband to sing it and see if lirs. Yount con-
sidered it worthwhile to send in the manuscript. "Before I could
protest again," notes lirs. Yount, "he had seated himself at the piano
46

and was singing."

lirs. Yount believed in the impact of that moment that it was the
composer's fine voice, not the song, which made her spine "tingle."
But when the Crawfords had gone (after leaving ; written copy to comply
with the rules of the competition) lirs. Yount listened to the record

they had made.

1 played the record and listened [and] I suddenly realized that
we had something fresh and new as far as composition was concerned.
The title and some of the words needed changing.47

Beforé the committee gathered again Crawford's record and manuseript were

buried in the middle of the pile of last minute songs that had poured in.

45« Ibid. pe 4+ Crawford related the story for reporters somewhat
differently. He recounted that: "I don't know just where 1 got the
inspiration to write the song. 4An old school chum of mine at Princeton
told me about the contest and suggested that 1 try submitting a song
because I was both a composer and flyer. I told him I had no ideas
for the song, but a few hours later I took off from New York for Wash-
ington in my plane and the idea came to me. The song was written on
that two-hour flight." Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 16 Oct. 1939.

46+ Yount comp., "History of the Official Army Air Corps Songy" p. 5.

47' ;[M" Pe 6. 22







The top of the pile held nothing of much interest. I sat and
waited for their reaction to lir. Crawford's song. Their

reaction was electric. They sat up and just stared at each
others

The song, however, was not as yet polished. Its original title "What
Do You Think of the Air Corps Nomzh_was discarded upon the advice of lirs.
Yount. But it was impressive in any form.

The committee now had decided upon the five songs which they wished

49
to submit for final consideration. Recordings of each were made by

the same voice and the records given a num?o.&n:-.‘jO Mimeographed voting
slips containing the following questions were prepareds:

1. Has the song "oomph"?

2. Does it make you feel like marching?

3. Would you like to sing it?

4+ Do you like the words?

The song which the persons who answered the questions preferred abowe

48. 1Ibid.

49+ The songs were as follows: 1. Crawford's song; 2. "Give 'er the Gun,"

by Colonel C. B. Lober; 3. "Wings on High," by lierideth Wilson; 4. "Spirit

of the Air Corps," by Maj. William J. Clinck; "Wings of the Nation,"
by Carrell T. Andrews. The latter two authors are identified in a list
of Air Corps Songs submitted by lirs. Yount to Captain ALlf Herberg, AAF
Band Leader, Bolling Field, no date, in AAG 007 "Songs."

50. The voice was that of Crawford but this fact was not publicized. MNemo
for Col. Richards n.d.,AAG 007G, "Air Corps Song."
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51
the others was to be checked.

Before the vote was’ﬁaken, however, the five songs were heard by
the best musical talent available in Washington. Dr. Hans Kindler,
conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra, stated that in his opinion
"Thats' the Army Air Corps" (Crawford's song) was the best; but he
doubted if it was worth $1000. Rudelph Ganz, who was appearing as guest
conductor with the National Symphony, was enthusiastic. "It's a great

52
song~-It has music--It has fire, spirit--It will be famous.” Dr. Wialter
Nash, who had been a music reader for thefirm of Shirmers for eight years,
favorably éassed on the originality of the compositions.

Everything was now' ready for the final vote. The records and the
vobing slips were sént to the enlisted men's club at Bolling Club. Officers
were asked to gather together to hear the songs, and to vote for their
cholee. lirs. Yount gave parties at which she played the records and asked

her guests to vote their preferences. Of the total votes cast, 86 per cent

were for Crawford's song. "Even those who voted against it admitted it

51. Yount, comp., "History of the Official Army:Air Corps Song," p. 7.
52. Ibid., p- 8.







was good," wrote lMrs. Yount, "but they said they didn't like the
53

words."

On 18 August 1939 the Committee submitted to the Chief of the
Air Corps their recommendation that "Nothing'll Stop the Air Corps Now"
(for that was the latest title of Crawford's song) be adopted as the

54

official Air Corps songe.

General Arnold approved the choice almost immediately and on 19 August
1939 wrote of the decision to Crawford. Asking that the selection be kept
confidential until the announcement was made on 2 September 1939 at the

National Air Races, General Arnold concluded:

Let me congratulate you on the song you presented. I think it
has great merit and I hope it meets with ready approval on the
part of Air Corps personnel and the public in general.

Ten days later General Arnold wrote to MacFadden of the decision. He

53- lm.’ P 7.
54+ Memo for the Chief of the Air Corps by lrs. Mildred A. Yount, lrs.
liadeline Tinker, Mrs. Dorothy P. Benedict, Mrs. lMorilla A. lacDill,
lirs. David H. Baker, Mrs. Dorothea Callendar Jordan, and lirs. lajory
C. Schneider, 18 Aug. 1939, in AAG OO7H, "Air Corps Song & Others."
Two days before this formal memo was written, Colonel Richards,
Chief of the Information Bureau, wrote to General Arnold that lirs.
Yount had called that morning to state that the committee had officially
decided on the title for the song and asked for General Arnold's

approval.
55. Gen. Arnold to Crawford, 19 Aug. 1939, in ibid.
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invited the publisher, if it was convenient, to attend the races and

to make any remarks on the occasion that he saw fit.

L

You will remember [General Arnold wrote ] that a year ago at the
National Reces at the llacFadden Breakfast there was launched a
campaign to obtain a suitable song for the Air Corps. 1 am
delighted more than 1 can tell you that I believe, thanks to your

effort and Liberty's publicity campaign, such a song has been
obtained. . . « The whole Air Corps is grateful to you and 3

mindful of the success which your generosity has gad in enabling
us to accomplish that which means so much to us.?

On 2 September 1939 the award was made. llacFadden was present,

ag were Mrs. Yount and many others who had played an important part in

selecting the Air Corps song. OCrawford sang the song and included the

57

toast that he had written to be added on formal occasions. MacFadden

58

presented the thousand dollar award. The Air Corps song had been christened.

Finding the song, however, proved only the beginning; for the selection

of a song meant little unless it "caught on" with the public and became a

symbol of the Air Corps, just as "Anchors Aweigh" was a symbol of the Navy.

564
57
58.

Gen. Arnold to lacFadden, 28 Aug. 1939, copy in ibid.

See appendix,

See AAG 007G for complete file of speeches, press releases, etc., and
related correspondence for this occasion.







Thus, the difficult task of selling thg song to the public remained;
selling it only in the sense of arcusing the public's awareness, however,
for everyone who had been connected with the selection was convinced that
the composition would be popular when once it became known.

Consequently, Mrs. Yount, who might well have considered her task
completed, was asked to continue her efforts in connection with the song.

She writess

I was told my work was not over. I must see that it became
popular. No Army song can be popular until it had been used

at formations that have some significance or under circumstances
that are memorable. The Air Corps had few traditions and our

country was at peace.5

For the next two years an almost solid wall of apathy by the public
and the personnel of the Air Corps was encountered. Then, suddenly the
song clicked. This was not by accident. In retrospect, it is evident
that only through the consistent efforts by interested indiwiduals,

particularly Mrs. Yount, was the song pushed from penumbra to limelight.

59. Yount, comp., History of the Official Army Air Corps Song, pp. 9-10.
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The achievement of popularity did not happen as result of one inecident

or effort nor of the attempts to publicize the song by any means at hand ,

but rather by a culmination of all things aimed at arousing the public's

awareness which lirs. Yount, officers of the Information Division, and

others attempted. MWirs. Yount decided early in her campaign that the best

€0

approach was to "build up an interest in all service songs." One way

in which this could be accomplished was through the publication of The

Army Song Book, including "I'he Army Air Corps," which would be made avail-

able to each service man. The efforts of lirs. Yount and the committee

to carry out this project constitutes a story in itself. It is of interest

here only insofar as it provided a vehicle for bringing to servicemen the
61

Air Corps song.

The composer of the song tried his hand at popularizing the song among

Air Corps persomnel. liith the support of lirs. Yount and the approval of

60. Yount, comp., History of the Official Army Air Corps Song, p. 10.

61. A4G 0074, "Air Corps Song," contains numerous documents pertaining
to this publication. See especially BrigescGen. £. S. Adams to Chiefs
of Arms and Services, 9 Jan. 1941.
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A8 [=3
the War Department Crawford in September, October, and November

flew hisplane to a number of air stations where he made personal
appesrances and sang his song. He was escorted in an Army attack
plane by his accompaniest,an Air Corps lieutenant. The whole show
was a whirlwind of high-pressure publicity with every type of news-
paper and redio notices that could be arranged. liord got back to lirs.
Yount and to Air Corps officials that this type of publicity might

be doing more harm than good, particularly since enlisted men were
being "assembled" and officers were "ordered" to be present at the

63

performences of the composers. The tour was canceled before the

64

intended itinerary was completed, but not so soon as lirs. Yount and
65
others desired. In view of the methods used to get audiences for

Crawford it was difficult to judge objectively how much enthusiasm he

was able to stir up for the song. Certainly a large number of people

66
heard it.

62. Order of Adjutant Generak Sept. 29 on request of Gen. Yount, Sept. 27,
1938 in AAG 007H.

63, Col. J. E. Chaney to Chief of Air Corps, 5 Oct. 1939, in ibid.

6/. Lt. Col. R. R. Candee to Commanding Officer, Wright Field, 18 Nov. 1939.

65. llemo by lirs. Yount, 26 June 1944, in ibid.

6be See AAG 007H, "Air Corps Song," pggsim, for numerous documents con=
cerning the tour.
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Other efférts to popularize the song included the recording of a
band arrangement which was sent to each Air Corps station. T'ive hundred
copies of the song, furnished by the publisher, Carl Fischer, were
distributed. ELach service band in Washington was canvassed by lirs. Yount
personally, and, with the help of wives of Air Corps officers some
L5 band arrangements were made and sent to each service band. West Point
cooperated by using the Air Corps Song at parades. On 18 larch 1940, as
the result of lirs. Yount's personal request, the Navy Band broadcast the.

67
song ower a nation-wide radio hookup.
Fischer, mearwhile, was attempting to get the song accepted and
68
Wplugged by" dance bands. Although a dance arrangement was provided
the popular bands were not yet wholly convinced of the potential
popularity of the song and, as a matter of fact, there was difficulty

in convincing some of the leaders that the Air Corps had its own "official®

song. This failure was due in part to the fact that the name of Carl

67. Yount, comp., History of the Official Army Air Corps Song, p. 113 Col.
K. G. Candee to Lt. Charles Benter, 26 March 1940; Circular letter to
Commanding Officers all Air Corps Stations, Feb. 12, 1940, in AAG
007H, "Air Corps Song."

68, Brig. Gen. Yount to Erie von der Galtz, 30 Aug. 1940 in AAG 007H, "Air
Corps Song."
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Fischer was not well known as a music publisher. He was not a noted

patron of "Tin Pan Alley"; consequently the band leaders were slow in

paying attention to his efforts at getting the song played regularly.

By various types of pressure the song was played on numerous radio

programs but it did not "eatch on" with the public.

The publisher gave the necessary radio release for playing the
70

song on programs in order that bands would not be cautious, but at

first this also had little effect. Still another method utilized was

that of furnishing instruments to service clubs along with copies of

the

And

who

and

gsong in the hope that the composition would become better known.

records cut for recruiting purposes were furnished to aviation cadets,
7L

might be encouraged thereby to play the song in their gatherings.

These and other types of approach were continued throughout 1940,

except for the success with radio programs, the general apathy toward

69.

70.
71.

Yount, comp., "History of Army Air Corps Song," pp. 11-13; AAG OOTH,

"Air Corps Song,"

Release by Fischer, 20 Sept. 1939, in AAG 007H, "Air Corps Song."
Ibid. Letters to Commanding Officers of Air borps Stations, 15 Jan.

1940 ] in _j;b_]:.g.
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the Air Corps song continued. A further difficulty arose in 1941 to

plague those who were by this time beginning to wonder if they had

been led to hope too much for their project. The Air Corps song

belonged to an A.S.C.A.P. member, and at the time there was a_confusing

situation on radio chains regarding A.5.C.A.P. compositions. Those

stations connected with B.Wl.I. were not allowed to play A.S.C.A.P.

publications. This meant that until some agreement was reached the

song would not be given a prominent place on an important group of

stations, even if it became otherwise acceptable. This conflict

affected particularly a project for utilizing the song in the recruiting
72

campaign. It had been hoped that the song would not only help recruiting

but at the same time would also become more generglly popular,

In July 1941 the publicity efforts of lirs. Yount showed their first

positive results. At that time, she reports, Lieutenant Francis C. Healy,

Public Relations Officer of the Western Flying Commaend "fook an interest

in the difficulties of the chairman of the Air Corps song to popularize it."

72+ liaj. A. I. Ennis to Capt. A. J« K. ialone, 23 Sept. 1939, in ibid.
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Through his work, RKO studios "volunteered as a gesture of friendship
to the Western ¥lying Training Command," to meke a master recording
with the RKO orchestra. In August A. S. C. A. P. was prevailed upon
to grant é full release for the use of the song on all programs con-

73
nected with Army affairs. This master record included on the opposite
side a dance arrangement by Kay Kayser and his orchestra. Carl Fisher's
office then donated mapy copies of the sﬁng. He also furnished one
hundred dollars in cash to be used to purchase the @aster record which
would be sent to some 250 leading bandsmen in the United States who
were appearing on leading radio programs. These bands were asked to play
the song during the second week of January "at the request of the cadets
of the Western Flying Training Command." Although the s?ng was played

on the air as a result of this agreement, it #& sobusisy civen a \-J\M‘-(‘

Lan
"spot" on the air el November 1941 when it was featured by Bing Crosby.

73. John S. Paine to Gen. Arnold, 1 Aug. 1941, in ibid.; Yount comp.,
"History of Army Air Corps Song," p. 13.

f""!
(ip e
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This fortunate "plug" was made possible by "personal contact with him
and because he was interviewing an Air Corps officer on one of his
T4
programs."
By the time of the entry of the United States into the war, all
the Western and some of the Eastern studios had in theip caﬁalog the

music and a recording. MNrs. Yount summed up the situation as follows:

lle had not quite completed the Eastern Broadcasting Companies, « « «
[but ] most of the band leaders were at least conscious of the fact
that the Air Corps had an official song on this date. (December 7).79

Slowly, month by month and day by day, the public had been made conscious
of the "Air Corps lMarch" (as it was now called).

Then, when all seemed as if the publicity campaign had at least
achieved its goal, the careful structure which was to serve as a basis

for increasing the popularity of the song inadvertently toppled.

Mrs. Yount relates that Colonel Hans Christian Adamson, Deputy

Director, Public Relations, AAF, in January 1942 refused to "approve

4. Yount, comp., "History of the Army Air Corps Song," p. l4.
75. 1bid.







the request of Lt. [Francis G] Healy for the major networks in the

East to play...lthe] song."” The reason given was that the Air Corps
had no official song. Although, apparently Colonel Adamson was con=-

vinced after being shown The Army Song Book with the word "Official"

printed on it that he had been mistaken, the harm was done. The

contacts so carefully built up during the past six months period were

destroyed. The promises to play the song were withdrawn because of the

76
BAAF Public Relations directive of Colonel Adamson.

76. Yount, comp., "History of the Army Air Corps Song," p. 15. The
directive, according to lirs. Yount was "rescinded by Colonel Adamson
in April. In June 1942, Col. Adamson wrote to lirs. Yount raising
the question as to whether or not the "plugging" of the "Air Corps
Song" had a commercial angle to it. If so, he pointed out, there
might be a serious policy question raised. Col. Hans Christian
Adamson to lirs. Yount, June 17, 1942, in AAG 007L, "Air Corps Song."
This question of policy had evidently grown up as result of some
rather embarrassing requests by various individuals for "plugs" for
their songs. Another importent influence in the problem was the
failure of the "Bombadier Song" to achieve the desired popularity.
Col. Ademson had played an important role in publicizing this song
for bombadiers. Col. Adamson to Sidney W. Wattenberg, 17 & 18 June,
1942; Col. Adamson to Mrs. Edward Maddox, 17 June 1942; Col. Adamson
to Charles Gaines, 18 June 1942, ibidl; and Col. William P. Nuckols to
Chief of the Air Staff, Feb. 4, 1943, in AAG 007, "Songs." On 3 Feb.
1943, a directive was issued by the Air Adj. Gen. discouraging the
practice that had grown up of commands adopting "official" songs. It
was pointed out that several such songs had proven of little merit and
were not worthy of ecarrying the designation official. AAF l1tr., in
AAG 007, "Songs." It has been impossible to locate the directive
that Mrs. Yount indicates was sent out in Jamuary 1942 by Col. Adamson.
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Consequently, it was necessary to begin work again toward getting
the networks to accept the song for their programs. The task did not
prove too difficult and by August 1942 the "arrival" of the song was
a definite reality. It was being sung, whistled, and bummed throughout
the land. By November its peak of popularity was reached for at that
time it was third as a network song favorite and for the whole period

77
from August 1942 to January 1943 it was listed among the ten favorites.

While the "Air Corps Song" was achieving popularity witﬂ the public
through commercial publicity, it was also being made better known and
appreciated within the Air Corps. For example, each of the training
command radio units used the Air Corps march as a theme song; the AAF
Band in Washington used the first two bars of the march to call formations

to attention; and copies of the song were donated to various Air Corps

groups by lirs. Yount for use when they held meetings. Every cadet in the

77. Yount, comp., "History of Air Corps Song," p. 15.
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Air Corps was furnished with a copy of the song and in all gatherlngs
where songs were appropriate the inclusion of the Air Corps march was
encouraged. The tune and the words soon were known by almost every

78
member of the Air Corps.

The Army Air Corps is a young orgenization and its individual
traditions are few. But the Corps has grown from the other military arms
and the history of the military is a cumulativg one. The flying service
has added more than its share in the period of its existence to this
history and not the least of its contributions is & song in which all
military men mey take pride. It is not strange that the Air Corps song

wes found in the period of the Corps' greatest expansion for that was

78. 1lbid. After 1941, the Air Corps song served another purpose.
Military bands used it at funerals when the deceased was a former
member of the Air Corps. In 1943 Samuel Barbour made a special
funeral arrangement of the song as a special favor to lirs. Yount.
This solved the problem of having an arrangement in a properly slow

tempo. Mt’ Pe 17.
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when such means of expressing proudness should have originated.

Thus, the-Air Corps song is not an artificial thing; it expresses

well the spirit of the Corps. It resulted from the flying and marching
and fighting of the thousands of men who were a part of the organiza-
tion. Nevertheless its history shows, as has been true of the history
of most great military songs, that many individuals had a vital part in
its development. Most songs are not spontaneous. Had it not been for
the encouragement and labor of the persons who early realized that

the Air Corps had a tradition and a spirit which needed to be expressed
in music the Air Corps song would not have appeared when it was most

needed.
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THE ARWY AIR CORFS

Words and lusiec by
Robert Crawford

I

Off we go into the wild blue yonder,
Climbing high into the sunj
Here they come zooming to meet our
thunder, at 'em boys, give 'er the gun!
Down we dive spouting our flame from
under, off with one hell-uva roar!
We live in fame or go down in flame,
nothing'll stop the Army Air Corps!

II

Mind of men fashioned a crate of thunder,
gsent it high into the blue;

Hands of men blasted the world asunder,
how they live, God only knew!

Souls of men dreaming of skiss to conquer,
gave us wings ever to soar.

With scouts before and bombers galore,
nothing'1ll stop the Army Air Corps!

ITI

Off we go into the wild blue yonder, keep
the wings level and true.

If you'd live to be a gray haired wonder,
keep the nose out of the blue!l
Flying men guarding the nation's border,

we'll be there, followed by more.
In echelon we carry on, nothing'll stop

the Army Air Corps!

Nothing'll stop the Alr Corps now!

v

Here's a toast to the host of those who
love the vastness of the sky:

To a friend we will send a message of
his brother men who fly.

Wie drink to those who gave their all of
old, then down we roar to score the
rairbow 's pot of gold.

A toast to the host of men we boast, the
Army Air Corps.







THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 22, 1947

Dear Arnold:

I have just this moment received your note
of January 18, which I really appreciate. I
know I can count on you for good will and good
wishes. '

I am now in a maelstrom of reports, recom-
mendations and congratulations and am endeavor-
ing to find my way around, I seem to be perpetu-
ally working into some such situation. Your
course is a much wiser one.

Katherine and I settled down temporarily at
Leesburg last night, but I am sending her to
Pinehurst next week, and I probably will come
up to town and stay here until I go to Moscow.
When I return, we will reopen Leesburg.

My love to Bee and you,

Faithfully yours,

\Q\Q
General Henry H. Arnold,

Fl Rancho Feliz,
Sonoma, California.
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WESTERN 1817. _ 28, HYDE PARK GATE,

LONDON,S.W. 7.
4 April, 1946.
fM

ey

My iewr Al

I have in my possession photographs of
the Commanders of the 1914-1918 War, and I would
very much like to have similar souvenirs from the
great commanding leaders of the recent War.

Would you therefore do me the honour of
sending me an autographed photograph of yourself,
which I should cherish with the happy memories of
our associations during these last strenuous but

glorious years.

General Henry H. Arnold.
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ef’@'@ o ’, @™ ARMY GROUP
Q OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

Q@' APO 23

11 February 1945

General H. H. Arnold

Commanding General, Army Air Forces
War Department

Washington, D. C.

Dear Hap:

Glad to get your nice note and to assure you that the letter
is already on the way to that brilliant son of yours. He came in to
see me a few days ago and I had rather a long and interesting conversa=-
tion with him. He is very much like you - he likes a little bit more
action than apparently the anti-aircraft gives him. At the moment,
however, he is well satisfied for they have been using his anti-aireraft
battalion as a heavy weapons company with the division.

In his sector, the going has been tough for we were put on
the defensive and given very little to hold with, and the German con-
centrated six divisions against us. We were on the tightrope for a
while byt managed to bloody his nose and stop him, and then the Russians
came to™%¥r help. If one could do things his own way, probably we
would accomplish more. In any case, we are doing all right at the
moment .

! Sorry to hear that you have been laid up, but glad it is
nothing serious. I am sure you will soon be up and around again and
that is what counts.

\

Royce did a very good job for me while he was here. His
headquarters is too big. Saville will do a better job, for he will cut
down the headquarters and will be able to show a higher air command in
this theater that we have not gotten our proper share of air support.
Already action has been taken and I understand units are now coming
from Italy.

In closing, I just have to let a little ego get loose. If
they had only followed, shall I say, our advice when I was in Italy
about sending me the 12th Air Force and the Fifth Army, we would now be
across that Rhine and well into Germany. However, I am still the
blocking back and the pinch-hitter. I have a great team, and this in-
cludes the French. They are difficult at times, but in the final
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analysis come through.

May you have a speedy recovery, and every wish for your
success in the future.

Sincerely yours,







WASHINGTON

January 1, 1945

Dear Arnold:

Mrs.Arnold and you were
both very thoughtful and gracious
in sending a bottle of wine to cel-
ebrate my birthday. I appreciated
it very much and thank you accord-
ingly. You always do the nice thing.

Faithfully yours,

/\)\@—;D\ —

o

General H.H.Arnold,
Room 1009, (3E),
Pentagon Building.






10, Bosoning Strest,
T yitehall,

23 November, 1944.

My dear General Arnold,

Thank you so much for your Kind legter
about Sir John Dill. . His loss is a grievous
blow both on personal grounds and because of
his important contribution to the smooth working
of the Combined Chiefs of Staff machinery.

T am glad to feel that his personality had
impressed itself so strongly upon you and your
colleagues, and on all Americans with whom his
work brought him into contact. |

Yours sincerely, '

g foiirr

General H.H. Arnold.

off






WAR DEPARTMENT
THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

March 9, 1944.

Dear Arnolds:

On the occasion of the second annlversary
of the establishment of the Army Air Forces under
the reorganization, I wish to send you my gincere
thanks for the vigorous and unfailing support that
you have rendered me. I congratulate you on the
outstanding job that you have done as Commanding
General of the Army Alr Forces in these two short
years, In this tremendous expansion the entire
Army has undergone, your part was by far the largest
and most far reaching and I know you are gratified
by the results that these efforts are reaping. Your
fliers, with their supporting units, are spear-head-
ing the attacks in every theater and their amazing
offectiveness is the finest tribute I can imagine to
you and the members of your staff,

Faithfully yours,

General H. H. Arnold,
Commanding General,
Army Air Forces.






FooTBALL OFFICE

ARMY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY

WEST POINT, NEW YORK

2nd June 1943

Dear General:

For many years I have watched
Presidents, Secretariea of War, and
Chiefs of Staff perform at West Point
Commencement Exercises but none of
them had the psycholegy of the cadet
or the personal charm to inspire them
as you did. Your presence during the
Commencement period served as an in-
centive toniec to the entire post, and
we are grateful to you.

With best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

2 el /\/.C/Eif%bidﬁg,h

General Henry H. Arnold
Chief of Air Corps
Washington, D. C.

|







at/ ‘ 10, Mofoning Street,
The White House, Tl pitehall.

Washington, D.C.
May 25, 1945.

My dear General,

I am so sorry that illness has prevented your
taking part in the conversations which we are carrying
on just now in Washington. We all miss you very much,
and I sincerely hope that you will make a speedy
Tecovery.

Believe me,
Yours sincerely,

L&M‘w

—

General H.H. Arnold.













BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION
OFFICES OF THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

. T ; December 27, 1942.
I thank you most sincerely for your kind letter
of Christmas greetings and congratulations on my birthday.

I hope that this holiday season may glve you some
small respite from your vast responsibilities which you handle
g0 cheerfully and competently and that in the coming year
success may crown your every endeavour.

May I also add a word of thanks for all that you
have done for my Country in spite of the strains and stresses
which come upon you from every direction in this vast world

ware.
My wife joins me in sending you and your Lady

and your boys every possible happiness in 1943. We are both
most grateful to you for your friendship which we value greatly.

2 Pl
SR

Lieut. General, H.H. Arnold, U.S.f.,
Commanding General,
Army Alr Forces,
War Department,
Washington, D.C.







WASHINGTON

December 23, 1942.

My dear Hap:

I am sure you understand my feeling
toward you so well that it is unnecessary for
me to express deep appreciation for the splen-
did support you have given me during the past
year, and the magnificent job you have done for
the Air Corps.

The tremendous problems of expansion,
together with the complications of the ferry
service and air operations in various corners
of the world, have been met with efficient
direction. You have taken these colossal prob-
lems in your stride but still have managed to
retain some remnants of a golden disposition.

With my thanks and admiration,

Faithfully yours,

P. S. Incidentally, Merry Christmas and more
power and success for you in the New Year.

Lieutenant General Henry H. Arnold,

Commanding General, Army Air Forces.







Crga COP L CUA o Soviot Unniion i ho UA A
M@w Goneral K- %/W 3855 162 Sowctt N

November 27, 1942

Lieut. General H. H. Arnold
Commanding General, Army Air Forces
War Department

Washington, D. C.

Dear General Arnold:

I am pleased to transmit to you hereunder the re-
sponse to your kind greeting sent to General Novikov, the
Commanding General of the Air Force of the U.S5.5.R.

"Lieut. General H. H. Arnold
Commending General of United States Army Air Force

Please accept my sincere gratitude for your
greeting extended through me to the entire personnel
of the Ailr Force of the Red Army, which has shown
high combat training and excellent morale in its
struggle with our common enemy.

Allow me to express my assurance that, 1in the
interest of complete liberation of the freedom-
loving countries from Hitler's tyranny, the Air
Force of the Red Army will continue resolutely and
mercilessly to annihilate the enemy, for our final
viectory.

Commanding General of the Red Army
Air Force - Col. General Novikov "

Sincerely yours

Aebyac_
7

A. I. Belyasey —
Major General

Chalirman
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BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION

}

AIR STAFF

OFFICES OF THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

18th November 1942.

My dear Arnold,

I have received the following message from Portal with
a request that it be passed to yous

//’A "I should like to offer you my warmest thanks for the
help which the U.S. Army Air Corps squadrons have fgiven in the
Libyan Battle and to exprese the admiration which we all feel
for the splendid work which they have done. Tedder reports
that the Fighter and Medium Bomber Squadrons have played a great
part in the fighting and that the Heavy Bombers, by helping
to cut off Rommel's supplies at a critical moment have made a
most important contribution to the Battle. He adds that your
squadrons have worked in very well with ours and that
co-operation at all levels has been excellent. The R.A.F. im
the Middle East is fortunate in having the help of such splendid
fighting mena dn loyal comrades.®

1 -ﬂ
Yours sincerely,

D.C.S.EVILL
Air Marshal

Lieutenant General H.H. Armold,

Commanding General,
U.S. Army Alr Forces,
War Depertment,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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N\,‘ De~r General:

Thanlzs very much for the lebter your son braucht along with hiwm.
You owe me no gratitude at »11 for selecting nim as an Alde - 1
YWayve heard of kia many times and, since I wanted one young rezular
with we, I could think of no one elze that would be so acceptalble.
I made it quite clear in my telegram to the Adjutsnt General that
1 413 not want to pull hinm out of a swell job 2nd he was to come
only if he so desired.

You may he interested in knowing my oresent nlang for him. I leave
here with a »art of my group in a couple deys. "Meetle" Snith wnd
others will remain behind clesning un loose ends and making sure
that follow-up contingents are pronstly sné sroperly hemdled. Your
son will stay with "Reetle" here for a short time which will give
him & chance to get oriented with resvect to this region and get
him thoroughly familiar with meny things that will later be useful
to him. I have no intention of letting him become any socisl or
bagyeze-anashing aide. 1 am going to start his training as a Staff
Officer immediately and you need have no fear that he will stagnate
in this job. More than this, I will keen locking for a favorable
comnand or troov mositisn and, when I find one that he might desire
and Tite into well, I will never stand in his way.

I am delighted that you are trying to thin» shead of the Dan in the
next step in hombin: tactics. I have constantly urged my weonle
here to think of this in two wsys. TFirst, we must be ready for the

‘WFortress Destroyer" that the German may dbring out and must also be

resdy to meet anything the German may send over in imitation of our
Fortress. liv concestion of the rizht way to wuse the bigz homber
sgeinst the Germsn holdinis ls to get curselves a ring i secure
bases, extending all the wey from the liiddle Hast around throvesh the
llediterranean to ¥nglenmd. Once we have gjotten that we can tare ad-
vintegce of the favorable werther gericis everywhere and keeo haumner-
ing sway to the maximim cenecity of the big bomber. This is partiecu-
larly important in high level orecision bombing where the weather,
vertically over the target, must Le very good to great heights.

At this moment, the Bighth Air Force is attempting to ceneentrete on
the subuarine morts in the Bay of Eiscay, for reasons which yeu cau
vell understand. As quickly &s our greatest danger in that region
is over, the bombinz force will return to the practice of taxing






sdventaze of good weather to hit eny availshle terget, but with
priority always on the dainalle subierine - including the shigp
itself, its Lases and its factories.

It is Aifficult indeed for me to exnress the deen currecintion 1
feel to all re-rers of the Wwar Depertment and to you nersonally
 the maga1ificent suoport they have civen us in this gigentic
tas~ of orgeanizin. an invasicn force hestily. In retarn, all I
cey say iz thet I bvelieve every ineitber of the exveditian is idbued
with a high worale end is determined to do his vart in asking this
opersation a success. I shoald like for ¥uter, Stratmeyer, and the
rest of your gang to !mow that all of us hers gratefully acknowledse
the splendid hele they have given us. ‘we have been sonewhat dlgep-
veinted in the gifficulty we khave had in getting Dooiittle's stuff
aszenbled here, but by expedient and every possible methcd that we
cen thinz of , we are trylng o naice good such deficiencies.

Remenber me kilzdly to Mrs. Arnold eancd to eany of wmy friends Jrou run
into in the Department.

Cerdially,

Lhe oo,

Lt. General 4. ¥. arncld,
Comasnding General, Army Alr Forces,
war LDevartment.

washinzton, D.C.
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July 17, 1942.
AMgor-Generad A I Belyaor 3955 16% Seed NH

Dear General Arnold:

I confirm receipt of your letter
dated July 1l5th, and wish to express ny
most sincere gratitude for your efforts
in our behalf, which, as usual, are directed
towards strengthening the air force of the
Soviet Union.

At the same time, I wish to apologize
for all the trouble which I have been obliged

to put you to so freguently.

Very sincerely yours

Lt. General H. H., sarnold

Commanding General, Army Air Force
ilar Department

Munitions Building

Washington, D. C.







10, Botrming Strest,
Wl piteal),

29 May, 1942.

0L v Q,u;*,L‘4qu‘Lb)

General Chaney has been good
enough to pass on to me the case of oranges.
Oranges are all too rare at present and it

was most kind of you to think of sending them
to me. Thank you so much.

e/

Loty hids Cosvidizg

Lieutenant General H.H. Arnold.







- WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

May 5, 1942.

Dear Arnolds

I have just received a copy of "Army Flyer"
with your autographed deed of gift. I appreciate this
very much and will go through the book at my first
opportunity.

Incidentally, how the hell you find time
to write in the midst of operations and expansions, I
cannot conceive.

With my thanks,

Faithfully yours,

M‘Qj _\3&\
/
General Henry H. Arnold,

War Departmaent.
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NEW YORK OFFicE
1 PINE STREET

April 22, 1913.

Lieutenant Henry H. Arncld,
 Offics of the Chief Signal Officer,
' Washington, D. C.
lly dear Mr. Arnold:

Thanks for your letter of April Znd. The
water covered the first floor of our home about, six feet
deep, but the loss that I have suffered is almost nothing
as compared with many others.

I had llr. Gaible ask the Department to allow
us to meke the éross—country Tlight for the néw military
machine from our grounds near Dayton, as we have compara-
tively open country between Dayton and Columbus. I would
not care to ask eny one to make the flight over the ground
around Washington, as I considered it would he taking chanceé
in case the motcr stopped. I do not see that it is necess-
ary in times of peace to take the chances that must he taken
in times of War. We are now pushing on the work as fast
as we can, and expect to have the machine ready at the time

specified.

Yery truly yours,
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ANDREW FREEDMAN ., KEW YORK OFFICE

VIOE PRESIDENT Il PINE STREET
AF.BARNES,

xoln mmase. By ko, O

March 22, 1913.

Lieutenant H. H. Arnold,

0ffice of the Chief Signal Officer,

Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr. Arnold: .

Your letter of lMarch 15th was awaiting
me on my return from Europe.

We cabled an order for one of the Austro-
Daimler motors several days ago . If we receive prompt
delivery we should have no trouble in getting the machine
ready on time. This motor is not a very suitable one
for a chain drive, as the corank case has a long pro jection.
The motor, however, has a very fine reputation abroad, and
I am glad to have the opportmnity of seeing one run.

The Light Scout machines are not at a11 aif-
ficult to handle; in fact I think it is the easiest machine
that we build. Its high speed in lending is its only
draw-baclk. It is a very strong machine and has s larger
factor of safety than any o° the other models.

Sincerely yours,

Crile Hegh”
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( .rm.- prompt ateention addvess all Communications fu the Company .

w1 THE WRIcHT COMPANY Lt

ANDREW FREEDMAN, " ° WRITOPLANE"
Vice-President. .

A.F. IAHNEB.‘ " DayronN, OHIO New Yirk Offce

Secretary-Traasurer 527 Fifth Ave.

January 30, 1913.

Lieutenant Henry H. Arnold,
office of the Chief Signal Officer,

Washington, D. C.
ﬂy dear Mr. Arnold:

Your letter of Jenuary 27th, asking for
data for tesfs of meroplane strengths is received.

Referring to Paragraph No. 1, if the
machines are supported by trestles at The last uprights
of the wings, our Model "C" will stand a test far in
excess of the load that is required of it in flight.
e h%ve tested this machine with a total load, inelud-
ing weight of machine of 1960 pounds, without: any sign
of*thg spars or uprights bowing. In a test of this
kind it is the wings that get the severe strain. In
the case just mentioned the outer uprights carried a
load of over ten times the normal strain in flight anad
sti11 showed no indication whatever of bowing. The
wing spars of the last section were subjected to &
stiqﬁn of over five times the normal strain in f£light,
anﬁ showed no indication of buckling. This kind of
s test does not, however, subject the cenbter section to
a greater strain than that actually carried on the
machine. In the case just mentioned the center section

only carried 1-1/4 times the load carried by the machine

in the Government tests.







Lieutenant .n:-y H. Arnold----2 .

To test -the center section, the su)ports
gshould be placed under the uprights where the wings are
attached and then loaded until the uprighvs or spars or
a wire shows indications of giving. In this case
again the upright is subjected to a strain double that
of the strain when the machine is carrying the same load
in flight, since the uprights in this case must support
the enbtire load instead of one-half of it, as is the case
in f1light.

As you will observe, tests made by supporting
the machine on trestles do not zive unifornly increased
strains to all the different members. In order to get
a test of a machine under conditions approximately those
of the machine in flight, the machine/should be supported 7&4;0%4WW
on trestles at the center and loaded with sand of uni-
forn weight from tip to tip. The sand should be distri-
buted foreand aft on the surfaces so that its ceenter of
gravity would come at the points of the center of pressure
at different rates of speed at which the machine would
be expected to fly. For instance, taking our lodel M
as an example s When it flies at a speed of 38 to 40
miles an hour with its full 1oad,as required in the
Government tests, its center of pressure is just one-third
back from the front edge of the surfaces; bubt when Llying
at 55 miles an hour as in the speed tests, its center
of pressure would be 44% back. It will be observed
that when the machine is traveling at a high speed, the
rear spars carry a larger proportion of the load, but'that
at the slowest speeds, the load is distributed more

evenly on the front and back spars.







in your gpecificabions Toxr machines, T ean Turricgh
chart, sh wing the

.varions gpeeds and weights that would emnable you to dis-

bribute the sand 2o as to give pressures spproxinately
tuose ¢f the machine in £1ight.

4.

tegting the machineg, unless it would be te f{est ecaeh

rember separately and coupare 1the regult =with the

calenlated strains to which the par@s are subjected in
£1ight .

e finally got the Tan brake tester in proyoer

o4

working condition, and found that the Fort Riley six cy-

=1

irder motor developed a litvle over L7HP at 1420 revo-

1utions ver minute; a little over GOHP at 1db\, and &

,....
ck
~
(03]
Fgo)
o

fraction over one horse povier leoss
double nozzls arransement that was in

use on the motor vwhen you were liere cannot be used in

TIigh 1t.on accommnt of the difference in the feeld of the
twe nozzles when the machine ig tilted front und rear.

I have just degigned .an arrangement that seems to cver-
come Ghis difficulty, but we wish to give it a thorough

test before placing them regulerly on the motors.

Sincerely yours,

s | RIG'FI gis A,'Y :

Pre Ger*







SIGNAL CORPS AVIATION SCHOOL,

College Park, Md.

June 4, 1912.

\

WEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT ARNOLD. - '.

When the Officer in Charge is present you will not carry

any passengers at Callege Park without permission of that of-

ficer.

As the Wright aeroplane is the only one now suitable for
instructing students, and as there are three officers ungergoing
instruction, it is desired that you will not use the Wright aero-
plane when atmospherﬂc.oonditiums are favorable for instruction,
except for such flights as are necessary for you to qualify as

military aviator.

N ol

Captain, Signal Corps, U. S. Amy,
In Charge.
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WILBUR WRIGHT,

Prasidont ' C s
ieen Tae Wricatr Company bl Addcs
Vice-Presidmy,
A F. BARNES, DayronN, OHIO i
Sucretary-Treasurer Nrw York Offica
' Fifth Ave.
Manager o

larch £, 19012,

Lieuv. Henry li. Arnold,
Signal Corps Aviation Schocl,
Augusta, Ga.

Iy dear Lieutenént Arnold:

O

.

The magneto sent wes of the new type intended to
be used with the new foot pedal. 'We have no siketches at
present, sh wing the method of attachment, bubt we will have
one made and sent to.you within a few days.

The nickel plated plates are, no doubt, the

i
o)

laces
that go on the skids at the point where lhe starting wheel

A
braclzets are fastened to the skid. They are intended to

lzeep the bolts,which hold the bracket,from tearing out.

13
=3
o

re are two stvraps at tie rear end of the skids whieh are

intended to xeep the slids Tron bei%g worn in lanéin
vel or rough ground. It may be that two «L the pieces Ho
which jyou refer are of tlhese.
~The new foot pedal is intended to operate so as
vo advance the spark when it is pushed Torvard against the

K T
118U u

spring. The old spring and pedal worked in he reverse

wayy but of ccurse, the new pedal can be used will Lhe old
8pring, in the method with wihich you are already familiar.

Sincerely yours,

THE WRIGHT COIIBAITY, Vi

Vice-Pré&sident.







mgl WRIGHT $ ‘"ILL(W!Q
Bigh Thoathers
gﬁugkungﬂBhin

December 9, 1911.

My dear Mr. Arnold:

The propellers, shafts and chains on
our present machines have a very big factor of
safety. We have often turned the full force of
the motor on a single shaft and propeller, but
thege runs were of short duration, so that they
did not give & proper test of the extra wear that
would result from the inoreased load. The racer,
whioh waes entered in the Gordon-Bennetit in 1910,
wes equipped with an elight oylinder motor of about
gixty horse power, but it also wes run but a short
time, probably only an hour or two altogether.
While the present power transmission will oarry
the increased lcad which you propose, yet I think
it would be best to have a special one made , if
you desire to double the power of your motor.

I do not think it likely that the pitch
of your propellers have changed. A slight ocliange
would not make muoh difference any way. To test
the pitoh, place the propeller on a perfectly [llat ’//pdhh\\
surface, measure the distances of the edges of '
the blades at the point where the blade begins to
round off at the ends. The difference in the M
front dnd reer edge of the blade should be about '
4§ inches.

To oclimb rapidly with & large load the
larger machines are best. The EX model will
olimb fasteet with one man. We will have larger
motors next year which oan be fitted to any of
our machines.

Tests made of the thrust of the propellers
when the mécbine is anchored amount to very little.
If your motor will turn the prorellers up to 425
turns per minute, you have & great sufficieny of
powey. A few of the motors turn the propellers
ae high es 435 turns, but this is unususal. The
machine should ocarry itwo mén when the propellers
turn only 375 on the ground.

Lieut. Henry H. Arnold,
Army Avietion School,
Augusta, Ga.
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To secure prompt aifention address all C ications to the Comp

WILBUR WRIGHT, :
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ANDREW FREEDMAN,

Vice-Presidents —
A. F, BARNES, DayYTON, OHIO New York Ofiice

Secrevary-Treasurer 527 Fifth Ave.
F. H. RUSSELL,

Manager

November 18, 1911.

Lieut . Henry ﬁ. Arnold,
Signal Corps Aviation School,
Washington, D. Ce
Dear Mr. Arnold:

Your letter of the 6th was received end read by my brotaer,
after which it disappeared, so that it has just ocome into my hands.

I believe Wilbur wrote you concerning most of the points on which you
wanted informetion. While a machine will not olimb as readlly when
heavily loaded as when running light, yet with the loads you mention
there should be no diffioculty if the motor is up to power. ¥r.
Coffyn took one of our meohines up recently at Detroit with two
passengers besides himself and hydroplanes welighing nearly one humdred
pounds. He reported the total welght of floate and pessengerse to be
598 1be. At Chicago our men had no difficulty at all in carrying two
passengers, but no attempt was made to olimb.

We will have out one and possibly two new motors for next
season, of six or eight oylinders. These will give & great surplue of
power, so that the machines will be able to olimb rapidly with heavy
loads. We will also be prepared to furnish an automatlio balanclng
devioe and hydroplane floats to be attached %o our machlnes.

The late experiments in North Carolina have poon very useful
in producing a more efficient and powerful oo&trdl for gusty weather.

Our new machines will have the benefit of these improvements. I found
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Arno 1d-—2 °

that in ordar to fly safely in winde of fifty miles or more, a still
more powerful control is needed than has ever b;an put on any power m
machine.,

I was pleaped to hear the newspaper men who infested ouyr camp
at Kill Devill Hills spesak mo well of your flying; but I knew that you
mist be flying well, or you could not have given Captain Chandler such
good training. He flew in excellent style when he iau here.

Please remember me to Captain Chandler and Lieut. Milling.
With kindest regards,

Very truly yours,

Oritle Wi
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Tare Wricar CompaNy e
b 2 A DAYTON, OHIO e
837 Mifvh Ave.

Nove. 10, 1911.
Lieut. H. H. Arnold,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Lieutenant:-

Your letter of recent date seems to have
disappeared and it is possible that 1t 1s lying at Kit-
ty Hawk. I am answering the main points of the letter
ags I remember them.

The screws on the "B"™ mechine should run in-
gide & oclosed shed 425 turns per minute. With an old
motor in good condition they have been run more than
440 turns per minute. If the result i8 below 410 the mo-
tor' is palpably in need of.attention. Each five turns
per minute indicates a difference of one horse power,
but as the screws may va&y a trifie after they have been
out & while, & variation of five is not abnormal. The
motors gain in power as they become older if well cared
for, the gain at the end of the year being about three

horse power. It is very important that the motor should

never be run without plenty of water in the radiator, and
oii in the tank. If the motor overheats the cylinders
werp & trifle and a month may elapse before the motor
again comes up to the old madk. ‘Mr. Coffyn at Detroit
recently oarried three men and a set of hydroplanes, a-
total load of more than 600 1bs. @bove weight of machine.
It you.will time the motor o¥ screws indoors and give us

the result of the teat last procoding the time when the
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Lieut. Arnold--cont'd.

weter begins to boil, we can tell you whether or not the
motor is allright. Always étop as soon as the water
begins to boil. It is best to repeat the test several
times to make sure of the results. It is very import-
ant in e new motor that the spark should not be advenc-
ed more‘than three inches as mesasured on the fly wheél.
On en old mobtor three and one half inches is &ll right.

The propellors and ohéins have & large factor
of safety and if the sudden jerks are avoided, will eas-
i1y carry 25% more power than our present motors give.

T do not now remember any other points upon
which you wished information, but we are always pleas-
ed to have you aak'for any needed information and to
have you tell us fmom time to time what things about
the machine you fini unsatisfactory, or capable of be-
ing changed to afford better satisfaction.

Yours truly,

N WM%”(”I







